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THE WHfTE HOUSE 

October 24, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOT~ 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT 'I'O THE PRESIDENT 
DIRECTOR, PRESIDENTIAL SPEECHWRITING 

JOHN G. ROBER'I'S 
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL·TO THE PRESIDEN~ 

Remarks: Ceremony witt 
Grace Conaressional Caucus 

Counsel 1 s Office has reviewed the above-referencec draf~ 
remarks. ::, lir1e 21, Rconstitutionally entitledn 
should bE changed tc 
programs referred ~c 

•~in 

thE: 
R Arguments _ of the 

remarks were beyond the const.::..-
s of the Fe6eral Government have lone s~nce 

c:: Dav:t ~. Cne~ 
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' I • tNC;OMltfG 

Date 
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WHITE ·HOUSE STAFFING ~iEMORANl)UM 

10 24 8S DATE:~~-~~~~- ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 2 : 0 0 P. M. TODA:· 

SUBJECT: RE~t4.Rf'~S: Ceremony Ki th Grace Con ssional Cauc'..::.s 

ACTION FYI ACTlON FYI 

V~CE D v LACY D D 

REGAN 0 'f/ ~ u 
~-

~ D '\)! u 

~ 0 q n 
'-' 

0 v 

E 

H L 

- t 
! 

I 
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·PRESJ:DENTIAL REMAru<S: 

r 

(Dolan/BE) 
October 24, 1985 
10:00 a.:m. 

CEREMONY WITH GRACE 
CONGRESSIONAL CAUCUS 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1985 

I'm delighted all of you are here today. First, the 

distinguished leaders of the Grace Congressional Caucus --

Chairman Beau Boulter and cc-chairmen Buddy Roemer, Gordon 

Humphrey, and Dennis DeConcini. Also, representatives from 

Associations United To Cut Federal Spending -- 43 trade 
~ 

organizations who advise the caucus. And, lastly, members of the 

Grace ssion and of another of my favorite organizations, 

Citizens 1 Jl.gainst Goverr ... 'Tlent Waste. 

You , Peter , every t you 1 re re I start thinki 

t how t ace conti g in 

r, in influence. Believe me, lights me mo::e; 

cat1se we ne 's l 

I r, do some ans for 'SB t I t:C 

, and a le? 

But, to serious. l cf are re cause of 

concern a problero in GoverriaiH2nt t!s ea t:o 

talk o: st,ati sties -- s s or t 

billions a year, a war a f 

i on, on tr~ese gr s a 

But I your involvement goes even ond this. T·he 

came fore us in h s Nation a be sis or~ 

wr;at is t a st a r tte~ v tue1 w~ call it thrif ess 

s hri I'!' l • 
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kind of signal about the maturity and judgement of a person or 
-·· 

institution, an indication that a whole set of-even deeper values 

were there. 

1 think some of you in the business world have noticed that 

when a company gets into trouble there are usually much deeper 

problems than simple inefficiency: it involves all sorts of 

other projects and activities that are wasteful or marginal and a 

neglect of the essentials -- those products or services that made 

the firm successful in the first p ce. 

Government is no different. As I mentioned to the U.S. 

Att the day, is sa.Ine sort of thing seemed to have 

happened in our courts. While -empting many of t 

prerogatives of other s of goverrunent, the courts were 

ecting their most essential task: protecting innocent 

front er i na l , as le in is room 

ter most, ral Gover:n..~ent was a few years 

ago same direction. It was ng essential 

tas l ti our Nation's securi a ia1ng 

at while it ' . ' g1ga:nt.1c eaucracies le 

all sorts of t..ent nor 

constituti entitl to c • 

interests invol t soon to a 

0 r litical career was tc vote r i at l or::::. 

for i s t at a to 

ttern i li ti cs C'.)"</er c t 

e f 
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in this ~bread and circuses• climate the signs of goverrunent in 

decline and a nation in decay. Faith in our democratic sys~ern --
·- . 

and without that faith democracy simply cantt work -- was being 

undermined. The average citizen harbored enormous feelings of 

resentment towards Govern.~ent and an enormous sense of 

frustration; they believed the only voices that were heard in 

this city were those of the organized lobbies or special 

interests, not the taxpayers. 

Those of you associated with the Grace Co:rnmission have 

forthrightly and without apologies helped change all this. 

You 1 ve shown that citizens from every walk of life could come to 

the Capitol and not only make their voice ard but suade 

s, P'..lsh and rnroent to s. 

The ace at 

rnment, concl t the los-: its 

moor1 s and came th concrete is on 

moori s. 

Butt as Peter often s1 now the most ant part of 

job .; s T.JS -- i sure -+ Grace Coni.reission ' c:: no~ .I Ci- ~-

as :.ust ar~ot r s or. f 
.; ... ~ 
~ ..__ 

recom...'nen tions I t JUS~ r le of r s 

r S't in of .ress. ' 

on ~ s ln't 
.,. I ve ~l"'t ~· come from a meeti wi .. , .J. .~· """" ............. 

C i net. I've a rcent of 

rs 

n t ~98E get ~ ti l ot. rs tc 
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let me assure you, we will continue over the balance of the 
~-· 

Administration to look at those that are deferred at this time. 

I 1 ve also asked Jim Miller to have O.M.B. continue to 

monitor and report progress to me quarterly through the Domestic 

Policy Council. And finally, I also thanked Peter Grace at the 

close of the Cabinet meeting and let me do so now again publicly. 

Peter, l can think of few Americans who have done more to make 

the people 1 s voice heard in Washington; you shook this city up; 

you put the issue of waste and fraud front and center on the 

public agenda. r•m grateful to you and so is A..~erica. 

But, now, we must work together to get your recormnendation 

through the Congress. .And that ts t this people's lobby 

yours is all It's ressional Caucus l 

who are re are so i Imag the of 

t SE: rs of ress wou:id tc associate t 

th such a c ar-cut :fort to t rt t ial interests, .,. 

want to O! i on s battle, 1 re 

i to of the la st pressure g cf all --

t 1 s t work of associations 

and the Citizens inst Gover:r .... "nent Waste are SC SO tal; 

vital in tt et Ci".:S1 vital tc, t 

stre th and resili ratic st.ern a 

ratulate you on a11 you have 

tioned ~n:s to you oe ore, but I can well r 

ir;_e Vtther: y..~ s ~>€ CL " r a re }; 0 
; s SU e s I;.' 1 t a .. -· 

1 1 l a l ; 
5 t:r,,a t s ~ . .;,,, e i st 1 a I ~ "' ·~ "' 
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media or among the seers and sayers in Washington. All of that 

has changed now; -Govern.'nent mismanagement is a not story and the 

Grace Commission has played a key role in bringing that change 

about. Our job now is to make sure the next hot story out of 

Washington is not so much about waste and fraud as about the 

determined efforts of Government officials and private citizens 

like yourselves to end its insidious and dangerous influence. 

ln fact, I want you to know the vigor with which you have 

pursued this fight has inspired me on two closely related 

w~tters; and, once again, the issue is your issue: making 

Goverrur.ent re ive to First, I want to s~ress the 

importance of an effective resolution this yea_r to our deficit 

lem, I think the li s proposal is an 

excellent one. 

Anc , ::r thi some of you we have a tax ref om:. 

plan on s f l; itts a s t 

ove 

lS ion on this matter, 

let me say I be eve t t essential items of 

ta.x re c: t A..rner1can 

P~d I want action o~ s plan: I want action ar 

and so 16. Bel eve me, if necessary, I'm 

re t w.i ""'' strnas s ar th,a .. 

eit 
·. 

y d 



nu: WHITE HOUSE: 

WASHrNGTON 

October 22, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR SENIOR AGENCY COMM:UNICATIONS OFFICIALS 

FROM: TOM GIBSO~. 
SUBJECT: Balanced Budget and Deficit Control Act of 1985 

The following talking points on the Balanced Budge~ anc Deficit 
Control Act of 198S, better known as the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings 
proposal, are fo:::- your information and use by spokesman withir; 
your off ice or 

stions, please cal:. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 6, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT .TO THE PRESIDENT 
DIRECTOR, PRESIDENTIAL SPEECHWRITING 

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERT~ 
ASSOCIATE couNS){,,,....f6~ PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Remarks: Dinner with Prince Charles 
and Princess Diana -- State Dinner Toast 

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced remarks, 
and finds no objection to them from a legal perspective. 

cc: David L. Chew 





Document No. ---------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: __ 1_1/_6_/_s_s __ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 
5:00 p.m. TODAY 

SUBJECT: 
REMARKS: Dinner with Prince Charles and Princess Diana - State 

Dinner Toast 
(11/6/85 1:00 p.m. draft) 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT 

REGAN 

0 

0 

0 OGLESBY 

a' 
MILLER 0 0 

BUCHANAN ..rzf 0 

C:HAVEZ 0 0 

CHEW OP ~S 

DANIELS 0 0 

FIELDING------~ O 

HENKEL 0 0 

HICKS 

KING ON 

LACY 

McFARLANE 

0 0 

D 

0 0 

RYAN 

SPEAKES 

SPRINKEL 

SVAHN 

THOMAS 

TUTI1.E 
ELLIOTT 

ACTION FYI 

v 0 

g 

D 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1J" 

0 

D 

D 

D 

if 
0 

D 

0 

0 

REMARKS: Please give your comments/edits directly to Ben Elliott, 
with an info copy to my office by 5:00 p.m. today. Thanks. 

RESPONSE: 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext. 2702 
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'.'. 
( (Robinson/BE) 

November 6, 1985 
1:00 p.m • 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DINNER WITH PRINCE CHARLES 
AND PRINCESS DIANA 
STATE DINNER TOAST 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1985 

Your Royal Highnesses, Sir Oliver and Lady Wright, ladies 

and gentlemen: Mrs. Reagan and I are deeply honored to welcome 

the Prince and Princess of Wales to this grand old American home, 

the White House. By the way, quite recently portions of the 

White House were repainted -- and I'm afraid that when we removed 

the old paint, we found scorch marks from the British burning of 

the house back in 1814. Now you've returned, and all Washington 

is once again ablaze. 

You may recall that in his 1941 address before a joint 

session of the Congress, Prime Minister Churchill remarked, "I 

cannot help thinking that if my father had been American and my 

mother British, instead of the other way around, I might have got 

here on my own." Your Royal Highnesses, the reception you have 

been accorded by my countrymen has made it quite clear that, if 

you had been American, you might well have made it to this house 

on your own. 

Your Royal Highnesses, your kingdom and our Republic are 

bound together by innumerable ties of ancient history and present 

friendship. Our language, our law, our democratic system of 

Government, our fierce belief in the God-given right of men to be 

free -- all these the United States owes to your island. We have 

traded with each other, to our mutual benefit, in all the decades 

since my country was founded. We have stood together through two 
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great world conflicts. Today, we go on shoulder-to-shoulder in 

an alliance formed to protect the democracieswhich, just 

40 years ago, so many gave their lives on the beaches of Normandy 

to defend. 

This evening we have gather~~ on a happy occasion -- a 

celebration of "The Treasure Houses of Britain," perhaps the most 

magnificent exhibition ever mounted. The exhibition presents 

five centuries of British achievement -- five centuries of 

elegance, beauty, and charm. I should add wit. When Nancy and I 

saw the exhibition the other day, we learned to our surprise that 

one enormous silver wine cooler had regularly been used by its 

owners to give their dog its baths. 

"The Treasure Houses of Britain" richly details the cultural 

life of your kingdom, the land which in turn provided the 

foundations of our own cultural life. Truly, it is a great 

gift -- a gift from the houses' owners, from the British people, 

and from you, the exhibition's-patrons. I speak on behalf of the 

American people when I extend to you our gratitude. 

Your Royal Highnesses, in the eyes of my countrymen, you and 

your family hold a place of high honor. By setting an unfailing 

model of dignity and grace, you serve the American people as 

surely as you serve your own. Your devotion to duty commands our 

esteem. Your self-evident love for your kingdom and its 

commonwealth inspires us. Certainly the American people join the 

British in looking upon you with affection and respect. 

In his 1941 address, Prime Minister Churchill looked forward 

to our times. "It is not given to us," he said, "to peer into 
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the future. Still I avow my hope and faith, sure and inviolate, 

that in the days to come the British and Amer1can people will for 

their own safety and for the good of all walk together in 

majesty, in justice, and in peace.n 

Today that noble hope remains a glorious reality. 

Please join me in a toast: Her Majesty the Queen. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W,t.,_5HiNG10h. 

November 26, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
DIRECTOR, PRESIDENTIAL SPEECHWRITING 

JOHN G. ROBERTS . . , ;, 
ASSOCIATE COUNsP,--:rQ'THE PRESIDENT 

Remarks: All Star Party for Dutch Reagan 

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced remarks, 
and finds no objection to it from a legal perspective. 

cc: David L. Chew 





OocumentNo. ____________ ~---

wmTE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 11/25/85 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 11:00 a.m. tomorrow 

SUBJECT: REMARKS: All Star Party for Dutch Reagan - Burbank, Calif. 

(11/25/85 3:30 p.m. draftj 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT D &Y OGLESBY g 0 

REGAN D \;Y 
MILLER D 0 RYAN v 0 

BUCHANAN ef 0 SPEAKES 0 g""" 

C:HAVEZ a' 0 SPRINKEL 0 0 

CHEW OP ~s SVAHN KV 0 

DANIELS ~ 0 THOMAS EJ/ D 

FIELDING' ::: &J' 0 TUTTLE D D 

HENKEL gl D ELLIOTT D ~ 

HICKS 0 D 0 D 

KING ON fi' 0 D D 

LACY D D D 0 

McFARLANE s( 0 0 0 

REMARKS: Please give your comments/edits to Ben Elliott, with an info 
copy to my office by 11:00 a.m. tomorrow. 

RESPONSE: 

Thanks. 

DavidLChew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext.2702 



'. 

{Gilder edits/BE) 
November 25, 1985 
3:30 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS ALL STAR PARTY FOR DUTCH REAGAN 
BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1985 

Well, it's good to be Dutch again. And it's wonderful to be 

surrounded by so many fine and talented friends. To paraphrase 

Jack Kennedy, there hasn't been so much talent assembled in one 

room since -- well, since the last time Monty Hall hosted "Let's 

Make a Deal." 

Seriously, Nancy and I have watched these parties over the 

years, and we're thrilled to be a part of the good work of the 

Variety Clubs International. 

And something Lucy said last year applies to the way I feel 

right now. Let's see if I can quote her accurately: "To those 

of you who said such nice things about me tonight ••• ! just wish 

you were all under oath." 

You know, when I first started in my present job, I'd 

sometimes put together in my mind my own dream cabinet. You 

know, John Wayne as Secretary of State, Jack Benny as Secretary 

of Treasury, Groucho Marx at Education. But even Presidents 

can't have everything -- except tonight. Tonight, with all of 

you here -- well, you've really made my day. 

And this evening is a perfect capper for a pretty busy 

2 weeks. A happy ending to Thanksgiving Dinner with the family 

after our pilgrimage to Geneva where all of your dreams and hopes 

and prayers were in my mind every minute of every day. 
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As for all of you who were so generous in sharing your 

talents with us tonight -- will you please ~tand so that I may 

applaud you all once more. 

Frank -- Old Blue Eyes -- as always you have been the 

perfect host. "The Voice" rings just as pure and clear as ever 

for all of us "Guys and Dolls" 'who are still "Young at Heart." 

Speaking of music, Steve and Eydie -- I like the songs you 

sang. Not a clinker in the bunch. 

And Dean Martin "there you go again ... " Dean, I'm 

thrilled you were able to be here tonight for Burt Reynold's 

party. Sometime if they ever have a party for Nancy and me, I 

hope you can make that one, too. 

Vin Scully, it's good talking baseball again. You brought 

back a lot of happy memories. Monty Hall, the voice of Variety 

Clubs, thank you for your presentation. And Mike Frankovitch, 

you share those words of gratitude; everybody knows how devoted 

you are to Variety. 

Chuck Heston -- I always knew you had leadership qualities 

ever since I saw you play Moses. You were eloquent and gracious 

in your remarks about Number 80 on the Eureka first squad -­

thank you, I couldn't begin to tell you how you make me feel. 

To all of you associated with the good work of Varie~ -­

you have our eternal gratitude for arranging this party, for all 

the good work.you have done in your half a century of giving and 

caring for those who need our help the most -- the innocent 

children of the world. Having my name associated with your good 
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work in the University of Nebraska will always have a special 

place in my heart. Thank you all very much.-

And now speaking for Nancy as well as myself, to all of you 

here and to all Americans everywhere, paraphrasing something 

"Moses" said earlier, God shed his grace on thee. 

Thank you. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHtNGTOh. 

November 27, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
DIRECTOR, PRESIDENTIAL SPEECHWRITING 

-~ 
./ i ,,···#'> 

JOHN G. ROBERT~ .Q{ . 
ASSOCIATE COUN~ ~0---THE PRESIDENT 

Presidential Statement: Thanksgiving Message 

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced Presidential 
statement, and finds no objection to it from a legal perspective. 

cc: David L. Chew 





Document No. 
~~~~~~~~-

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORA.NDUM 

DATE: 11/26/ 85 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 11/27/85 - 9:30 a.m. 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: THANKSGIVING MESSAGE 
(Noy_. 26 - 6 :00 pm draft) 

ACTION FYI . 

VICE PRESIDENT D ~ McFARLANE 

REGAN D tV' OGLESBY 

MILLER 0 D RYAN 

BUCHANAN CJ/ 0 SPEAKES 

CHAVEZ V' D SPRINKEL 

CHEW OP ~s SVAHN 

DANIELS cT 0 THOMAS 

FIELDING 0 TUTTLE 

HENKEL D ELLIOTT 

HICKS 0 0 

KING ON Q/ 0 

LACY 0 0 

ACTION FYI 

IZ' D 

0 0 

D 0 

D 0 

~ 0 

0 0 

~ 0 

D 0 

0 ~l 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

-REMARKi:- b . . lease su mit your comments on the attached to Ben Elliott by 
9:30 tomorrow morning with an info copy to my 

RESPONSE: 

{" - . 0.1...rice. Thank you. 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 



(Robinson/BE) 
November 26, 1985 
6:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: THANKSGIVING MESSAGE­
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1985 

As we consider the state of our Nation on this Thanksgiving 

Day, we do, indeed, have much for which to be grateful. Our 

economy is powerful and growing. Inflation stands at the lowest 

point in more than a decade-and-a-half, and during the past year, 

our country has enjoyed the creation of ~ore than 8-1/2 million 

jobs. 

Throughout America, the fabric of our society is strong. 

The crime rate is down, education test scores last year showed 

the sharpest rise in more than two decades, and there is a 

feeling in the air of renewed patriotism and hope. In the words 

of author George Gilder, "The future looks more open and 

promising .•• than it d~d before, for the simple reason that it is 

more open and promising." 

In the world arena, our defenses are more secure and, true 

to our noblest ideals, we are on the side of freedom fighters in 

oppressed countries around the globe, including Afghanistan, 

Cambodia, Angola, and Nicaragua. Earlier this month, I met 

Soviet General Secretary Gorbachev in Geneva. The Soviets today 

remain our adversaries just as they did before. But now both 

sides more clearly understand the differences between us, and I 

hope world peace can be put on a more secure footing. 

Economic opportunity, liberty, and peace -- yes, we have 

reason to give thanks with full hearts. And as we express our 

gratitude to the Almighty, let us pray for the continued goodness 
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and strength of the Nation we love, the Nation Mr. Lincoln called 

nthe last, best hope of man on earth." 



THE WHtTE HOUSE 

WASH i NGTO" 

December 16, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID L. CHEW 
STAFF SECRETARY 

FROM: H. LAWRENCE-GARRETT, -1~ 
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO T~ 

SUBJECT: Presidential Statement: ASAT 

At your request, Counsel's Office has reviewed the 
above-referenced Presidential statement, and has no 
legal objection to it. 





DocumentNc. --------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 12/16/85 ------ ACTIONICONCURRENCEICOMMENT DUE BY: 2 : 3 0 TODAY 
~------~~ 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL STATEJv"...ENT: ASAT 

VICE PRESIDENT 
A:ON~ 

~?' REGAN 

MILLER 

BUCHANAN 0 v' 
CHAVEZ 0 Js CHEW OP 

DANIELS 0 

FIELDING 0 

HENKEL 0 

HICKS 

~ 
0 

KING ON 0 

LACY 0 0 

REMARKS: 

McFARtANE 

OGLESBY 

RYAN 

SPEAKES 

SPRINKEL 

SVAHN 

THOMAS 

TUTTLE 

CLERK 

A~~ 
0 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 D 

Please provide any comments/recommrendations to my office 

by 2:30 P.M. TODAY. Thank you. 

RESPONSE: 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext. 2702 



December 15, 1985 

If left unreversed, the House-Senate. Conference Committee 

decision to unilaterally halt the testing of America's 

anti-satellite weapon will do major injury to the national 

security of the United States. 

On its face, the Congressional action is inexplicabl~. The 

Soviet Union already has, in its weapons arsenal, an operational 

anti-satellite weapon. There is no conceivable reason for 

American legislators to deny the armed forces of the United 

States that same capability. 

The purpose of this ASAT weapon is to give America's armed forces 

the ability in the event of crisis or conflict -- to destroy 

Soviet inner-space satellites, which target the naval ships of 

the U.S. fleet. Why any American Congress would vote to leave 

the sailors and ships of the United States in a condition of 

permanent vulnerability escapes me. 

By unilaterally halting America's testing program, the Congress 

would not only do the work of the Soviet arms negotiators, it 
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would tie the hands o: our O\ill. Wlnat incentives do the Soviets 

have to reach agreements, if they know the Congress will grant 

them such concessions gratis. I urcge both Houses to reconsider 

this foolish and dangerous decision .. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHJNGTor._ 

December 19, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
DIRECTOR, PRESIDENTIAL SPEECHWRITING 

FROM: i~:;:;ciAT~o~~:;;~~8~HE PRESIDEN~ 
SUBJECT: Mini Press Conference Opening Statement: 

Gramm-Rudman and Defense 

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced remarks, 
and finds no objection to them from a leqal perspective. 

cc: David L. Chew 





lkK .. ment No. ---------
CLOSE HOLD 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEliORANDUM 

DATE: __ 12_1_1_9_;_a_s __ _ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMSfi' t . 'EBY: 4:00 p.m. TODAY 

SUBJECT: REMARKS: MINI PRESS CONFERENCE Ol'El .NG STATEMENT 

VICE PRESIDENT 

REGAN 

MILLER 

BUCHANAN 

CHAVEZ 

CHEW 

ACTION FYI 

0 if Me!EAf ... ANE 

0 q OGLE~.;y 

Q' O RYAN 

V 0 S.PEA~' ; S 

Q' O SPRtN ·. 3. 

OP gis SVAH: 

V 0 THO~ \S DANIELS 

FIELDING--------=>-v....-- 0 

0 

TUnt· 

HENKEL 

HICKS 

KING ON 

LACY 

REMARKS: 

0 

0 0 

ef D 

0 0 

ELISIC .. 'I' 

Please give your changes directly o Ben Elliott, 
with an info copy to my office ti.y :00 p.m. today. 
Thanks. 

~~·"·\ 

e==:~~ 
RESPONSE: 

ACTION FYI 

ef 0 

~ 0 

D 0 

D v 
q 0 

g/ 0 

ef 0 

0 0 

0 IT 
D 0 

0 0 

D 0 

David LChew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext. 2702 



-, . 

(Gilder/BE) 
December 19, 1985 
11:00 a.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MINI PRESS CONFERENCE OPENING STATEMENT 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1985 

Good afternoon. 

As we approach the end of 1985, we can look back on a year 
--

of great accomplishments -- accomplishments that hold even 

greater promise for the future. 

Today, America is closer than ever to an historic, sweeping 

revision of her tax code. They said it couldn't be done. Well, 

this week we showed everyone that it can be done and that we're 

going to do it. The tax' revision still has some distance to 

travel, of course. There must be significant changes to make 

sure that families get the tax relief they desperately need, that 

tax thresholds are raised up again, off the back of the middle 

class, and that deeper marginal tax rate cuts keep America 

humming with growth and opportunity. But pro-growth tax reform 

is on the horizon. 

With the passage of Grannn-Rudman-Hollings, deficit reduction 

has become the law of the land1 and Secretary Baker's bold, new 

G-5 initiative is a major step toward expanding world trade and 

prosperity and giving our farmers and other exporters a better 

chance in foreign markets. These positive developments will 

further invigorate our already lively economy. America has 

created 8.8 million jobs in the last 3 years, employment is at 

record levels, and the stock market has soared to all-time highs. 

Inflation is holding down around 3 percent, interest rates keep 

falling, and since our de-control decision, oil prices continue 
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downward, throwing the once mighty O.P.E.C. into disarray. Our 

Nation is bursting with new businesses, new products, new ideas. 

America is in the vanguard of the technological revolution, 

blazing a path toward the future. 

On the international scene, the wolf of protectionism has 

been kept from our door. Our strateg~c deterrent will be 

strengthened with the 50 M.X. missiles voted by Congress. 

Because we've restored our defenses and military readiness, we 

were able to bring the terrorist murderers of the Achille Lauro 

to justice. The technology for our Strategic Defense Initiative 

advances by leaps and bounds. 

A new consensus is forming in foreign policy that America 

must help the brave freedom fighters around the world who are on 

the front lines of freedom. The true nature of the Communist 

threat in Central America is no longer a subject of debate. We 

now send humanitarian assistance to the freedom fighters in 

Nicaragua. But we must be sure they get the aid they need to 

keep the light of freedom alive in their country. This year, 

too, Congress repealed the Clark Amendment, announcing to the 

world that where the cause of freedom is at stake, the greatest 

free Nation on Earth will no longer tie its own hands. 

America has never been so confident, so strong, so full of 

hope and possibility. 1985 was a very good year, alright. But 

if you think this is good, just wait till 1986. 

America is on a roll. 


