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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 25, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING
FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTSFH>4
SUBJECT: Letter to Presidents of D,C. Comics

and Keebler Company Re: Drug Abuse
Awareness Program (Revised)

Richard Darman has requested comments by close of business
today on revised drafts of letters to the presidents of D.C.
Comics and the Keebler Company, thanking them for their help
in connection with the comic book project. You approved
earlier drafts of these letters, with suggested changes.

The purpose of our suggested changes was to package the
project as a private sector project, with some guidance from
the White House, rather than a joint venture or a White
House project funded by the private sector. The Department
of Justice has now suggested revisions of its own, primarily
stylistic. Some of these suggestions are inconsistent with
our approach, and the changes detailed in my draft memorandum
to Darman correct those that are.

Attachment



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 25, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARMAN
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

FROM: FRED F. FIELDING Orig. signed by F¥F
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT:  Letter to Presidents of D.C. Comics

and Keebler Company Re: Drug Abuse
Awareness Program (Revised)

Counsel's Office has reviewed the revised drafts of the
above-referenced letters submitted by the Department of
Justice. Consistent with the approach detailed in our
memorandum of April 20 on these letters, we suggest the
following changes in the Justice Department drafts:

In the letter to Ms. Kahn, "contribution and assistance to"
in the first sentence should be changed to “assistance in."
In the last sentence, "campaign" should be "cause," as in
the original version.

In the letter to Mr. Garvin, "contribution and support to"
in the first sentence should be changed to "support in."
The second sentence should be changed to "Private sector
involvement in this effort through projects like the "Teen
Titans Comic Book" will definitely have an impact on our
youth," or something similar.

FFF:JGR:aw  4/25/83

cc: FEFFielding
/JGRoberts
Subj.
Chron



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 25, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARMAN
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

FROM: FRED F. FIELDING
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: ~ Letter to Presidents of D.C. Comics
and Keebler Company Re: Drug Abuse
Awareness Program (Revised)

Counsel's Office has reviewed the revised drafts of the
above-referenced letters submitted bv the Department of
Justice. Consistent with the approach detailed in our
memorandum of April 20 on these letters, we suggest the
following changes in the Justice Department drafts:

In the letter to Ms. Kahn, "contribution and assistance to"
in the first sentence should be changed to "assistance in."
In the last sentence, "campaign" should be "cause," as in
the original version.

In the letter to Mr. Garvin, "contribution and support to"
in the first sentence should be changed to "support in."
The second sentence should be changed to "Private sector
involvement in this effort through projects like the "Teen
Titans Comic Book" will definitely have an impact on our
youth," or something similar.

FFF:JGR:aw 4/25/83

cc: FFFPielding
JGRoberts
Subij.
Chron
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Document No.

'WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: __ ©-©-2- TODAY

LETTER TO PRESIDENTS OF DC COMICS AND KEEBLER COMPANY RE

SUBJECT: , .
DRUG ABUSE AWARENESS PROGRAM. (REVISED)
ACTION FYI . ACTION  FYIL
VICE PRESIDENT o O GERGEN o O
MEESE a o HARPER o ﬁ/
BAKER O O JENKINS o O
DEAVER O o MURPHY O O
STOCKMAN O o ROLLINS o o
CLARK O o WHITTLESEY u! O
DARMAN OP  OSS WILLIAMSON O O
DUBERSTEIN = o VON DAMM O O
FELDSTEN —wll_ O BRADY/SPEAKES O O
Qﬁnmmc ﬂ ROGERS o 0
;U&]‘:I:ERNM"“M‘ME S o O 0
_ Remarks:

Justice has edited the attached draft letters re the drug abuse
program. Do you have any problems?

Richard G. Darman
Assistant to the President
(x2702)

Response:



=7 ~NUuSTie, QUL
April 21, 1983

Dear Ms. Kahn: .

.I'would'like to thank DC Comics Inc., for its generoﬁs
contribution and assistance to emxr campaign against drug
abuse. The talent and artwork DC Comics provided for the
Teen Titans comic book greatly contributeé to the battle

‘against the drug problem.

The comic book carries the message that drugs are
harmful to our youth, corrosive to the family structure,

and a danger to our whole society.

Since drug education is one of the keys to resolving
our national drug abuse crisis, Nancy and I are deeply

grateful for your personal support and dedication to this

campaign.

FOR THE SIGNATURE OF PRESIDENT REAGAN

Ms. Jenette Kahn
President

DC Comics Inc.

666 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York
10103
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April 21, 1983

Dear Mr. Garvin:

Néncy and I would like to salute the Keebler Corporafion
for its generous contribution and support to the national
campaign against drug abuse. With the private sector and
White House joining forces to curb drug abuse in this country,
projects like the "Teen Titans Comic Bookﬁ will definifely'

»

have an impact on our youth.

Four surveys taken in the last few months show that use
oA
of drugs by our young people is beggg:;:é to decrease. It
seems clear that this decline results from a heightened

educational program for our youth.

To use a sports analogy, I like to think we are putting
a "full court press" on drug abuse in this nation, We intend
to keep the pressure on, and with your help, we can build a

drug-free future for our youth.

FOR THE SIGNATURE OF THE PRESIDENT

Mr. Thomas Garvin
President

The Keebler Company
1 Hollow Tree Lane
"Elmhurst, Illinois



Draft Préss Release .

April-18, 1983

WHITE HOUSE - PRIVATE SECTOR DRUG ABUSE AWARENESS PROGRAM

Dr. Carlton Turner, Special Assistant to the President for Drug
Abuse Policy, today announced the release of the first in a
series of drug abuse awareness comic books. Joining Dr. Turner
were representatives of DC Comics, a division of Warner .
Communications, and the Keebler Company. Feecomie-oealktumiios
PTG T e T e TS € = DL LV e T T TR adniatnil
SeescraemTy

DC Comics donated the talent and artwork for the comic books, and
production was made possible by a grant from The Keebler Company.
A million copies of the comic book package are being mailed this
month to elementary schools for distribution to fourth grades.
The Department of Education{assumed mailing and distribution

responsibilities. ACtrg the. Nation

The comic book project is part of a White House campaign to

enlist the private sector in the national campaign against drug
abuse. The Keebler Company and DC Comics accepted-the BB S Or\bc"ed
spreep-sare—eot the first comic book project for the fourth grade;

a similar project for fifth and sixth graders is being developed.

The fifth grade project is being sponsored by IBM, the National
Federation of Parents for a Drug Free Youth, and DC Comics Inc.

The sixth grade project is being made possible by the National

Soft Drink Association and DC Comics.

The First Lady wrote a letter to the students which has been
included in each comic book. She also sent a letter to the
principals of each school encouraging their support of the
program. :

A related project for the development of a drug abuse awareness
coloring book for kindergarten through third grades is also
planned.

Also joining in the announcement was Dr. Terry Borton, Editor-
in-Chief of the classroom publication The Weekly Reader. Dr.
"Borton released the findings of a readership poll from the fourth
thru twelfth grades. The poll, comprising responses from 500,000
school children, makes clear the case for early education in drug
abuse awareness. The grade school children report peer pressure
to try drugs and alcohol is evident as early as the fourth grade.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Ms. Kahn:

I am writing to thank DC Comics for its generous
assistance to r campaign against drug abuse.

The talent and art-work your company provided
for the Teen Titans comic book will contribute
greatly to the battle against our Nation's drug
problem. The young people who read.this small
book will have a graphic idea of the damage that
drug abuse causes.

Nancy tells me that education about drugs is one
of the keys to resolving our national drug abuse
crisis. I am happy that DC Comics is contribut-
ing so generously and imaginatively to this cause.

Sincerely,

Ms. Jenette Kahn
President

DC Comics Inc.

666 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10103

-e s

S



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. Garvin:
»
I am writing to thank the-ﬁeebler‘Corporation
for generously supporting national effort
to raise young people's awareness of drug abuses

Your assistance iothe-feimt-Whito—Houwselorivate
aac#a;—pre?eeb comes at a time when our activities
in this area are beginning to pay off. Four
surveys taken in the last few months show that

use of drugs by young people is (e}
decrease. It seems clear that this decline
results from a heightened educational program

for our youth.

To use a sports analogy, we are putting a "full
court press" on drug abuse in America. We in-

tend to keep the pressure on, and I appreciate

your help.

Sincerely,

Mr. Thomas Garvin
President

.The Keebler Company

1 Hollow Tree Lane
Elmhurst, Illinois 60126




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 20, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARMAN
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

FROM: FRED F. FIE'LDII\E}/J“’
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT
_ SUBJECT: Letter to Presidents of D.C. Comics
*

and Keebler Company Re: Drug Abuse
Awareness Program

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced draft
letters, as well as the draft press release to be issued at
the April 25 press conference. We have several minor
editorial suggestions. The purpose of our suggested changes
is to present the comic book project as a private sector
activity with guidance from the White House, rather than as
a White House project supported by private companies or a
formal "joint venture" between the companies and the White
House. We believe this approach will minimize any potential
legal difficulties.

In the letter to Mr. Garvin, we suggest changing "our
national effort" to "the national effort" in the second
line, and deleting "to the joint White House/private sector
project" in the fourth line. 1In the letter to Ms, Kahn we
recommend changing "our" to "the" in the second line.

With respect to the press release, we advise deleting the
last sentence of the first paragraph, and changing "accepted
the sponsorship of" to "sponsored" at lines 3-4 of the third
paragraph. )

Finally, those who have been dealing with the representa-
tives of D.C. Comics and Keebler should make certain that it
is well understood that the letters from the President may
~under no circumstances be used in connection with any
commercial promotion of the companies or their products.



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 20, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING
FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTS@K
SUBJECT: Letter to Presidents of D.C. Comics

and Keebler Company Re: Drug Abuse
Awareness Program

E4d Harper, at the behest of Carlton Turner, has requested
clearance of two draft Presidential letters and a press
release. The letters are to the presidents of D.C. Comics
and the Keebler Company, thanking them for their help in
putting together the anti-~drug abuse comic book for fourth
graders. The press release is to be issued at a press
conference on the project, scheduled for April 25.

I recommend several minor editorial changes in both the
Presidential letters and the press release. The purpose of
these changes is to posture the project as a private sector
effort with some guidance from the White House, rather than
as a White House project funded by private groups {(augmenta-
tion of appropriations problems) or a joint White House-private
company project (White House endorsement problems). I also
recommend advising that those dealing with the company
representatives make certain it is understood in advance
that the Presidential letters may not be used in any
promotional campaign for the companies.

Attachment



THE WHITZ HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 20, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARMAN
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

FROM: FRED F. FIELDING Orig. signed by FFF
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Letter to Presidents of D.C. Comics

and Keebler Company Re: Drug Abuse
Awareness Program

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced draft
letters, as well as the draft press release to be issued at
the April 25 press conference., We have several minor
editorial suggestions. The purpose of our suggested changes
is to present the comic book project as a private sector
activity with guidance from the White House, rather than as
a White House project supported by private companies or a
formal "joint venture" between the companieq and the White
House. We believe this approach will minimize anv potential
legal difficulties.

In the letter to Mr. Garvin, we suggest changing "our
national effort" to "the national effort" in the second
line, and deleting "to the joint White House/private sector
project" in the fourth line. In the letter to Ms. Kahn we
recommend changing "our" to "the" in the second line.

With respect to the press release, we advise deleting the
last sentence of the first paragraph, and changing "accepted
the sponsorship of" to "sponsored" at lines 3-4 of the third
paragraph.

Finally, those who have been dealing with the representa-
tives of D.C. Comics and Keebler should make certain that it
is well understood that the letters from the President may
under no circumstances be used in connection with any
commercial promotion of the companies or their products.

FFF:JGR:aw 4/20/83

cc: EFFielding
“JGRocberts
Subj.
Chron



THE WHITEZ HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 20, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARMAN
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

FROM: FRED F, FIELDING
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Letter to Presidents of D.C. Comics
and Keebler Company Re: Drug Abuse
Awareness Program

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced draft
letters, as well as the draft press release to be issued at
the April 25 press conference. We have several minor
editorial suggestions. The purpose of our suggested changes
is to present the comic book project as a private sector
activity with guidance from the White House, rather than as
a White House project supported by private companies or a
formal "joint venture" between the companies and the White
House. We believe this approach will minimize anyv potential
legal difficulties.

In the letter to Mr. Garvin, we suggest changing "our
national effort" to "the national effort" in the second
line, and deleting "to the joint White House/private sector
project” in the fourth line, In the letter to Ms, Kahn we
recommend changing "our" to "the"™ in the second line.

With respect to the press release, we advise deleting the
last sentence of the first paragraph, and changing “accepted
the sponsorship of" to "sponsored" at lines 3-4 of the third
paragraph.

Finally, those who have been dealing with the representa-
tives of D.C. Comics and Keebler should make certain that it
is well understood that the letters from the President may
under no circumstances be used in connection with any
commercial promotion of the companies or their products.

FFF:JGR:aw = 4/20/83

cc: FFFielding
JGRcocherts
Subj.
Chron
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Document No.

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM.

-

~April 21\>

DATE:  ‘pril 19 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE

" SUBJECT: - LETTERS TO PRESIDENTS OF DC COMICS AND KEEBLER COMPANY

RE DRUG ABUSE AWARENESS PROGRAM

ACTION  FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT o o GERGEN v~ o
MEESE a rb/ HARPER O
BAKER O M JENKINS O O
DEAVER a J MURPHY O O
STOCKMAN | 0 O ROLLINS a) o
CLARK O O WHITTLESEY b/ O
DARMAN oP &( WILLIAMSON O o
DUBERSTEIN O 0 VON DAMM O O
FELDSTEIN O BRADY/SPEAKES p/ O
FIELDING ~ o ROGERS O i
FULLER {1/ 0O - HIGGINS (for editssf”//D

Remarks:

Please provide any comments/edits by April 21st.

Thank you.

Richard G. Darman
Assistant to the President
(x2702)

EQEQOHSC:




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 18, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARMAN

H
i
i)

FROM: EDWIN L. HARPER

SUBJECT: The White House -~ Private Sector Drug Abuse
Awareness Program

Attached are two draft Presidential letters for the presidents of
DC Comics and the Keebler Company and a press release prepared by
Carlton Turner,

A press conference is scheduled for Monday, April 25, 1983 at
10:30am to announce the release of the drug abuse awareness comic
book, prepared by DC Comics with a grant from the Keebler
Company, and the results of the Weekly Reader poll on drug use.

Please processkthese for clearance.



April 18, 1983
Dear Mr. Garvin:

I would like to thank the Keebler Corporation for its generous
. support for our national effort to raise our young people's
awareness of drug abuse.

Your assistance to the joint White House/private sector project
comes at a time when our activities in this area are beginning to
pay off. Four surveys taken in the last few months show that use
of drugs by our young people is beginning to decrease. It seems
clear that this decline results from a heightened educational
program for our youth.

To use a sports analogy, I like to think we are putting a "full
court press" on drug abuse in this nation. We intend to keep the
pressure on and I appreciate your help in pitching in.

FOR THE SIGNATURE OF THE PRESIDENT

Mr. Thomas Garvin
President

The Keebler Company
1 Hollow Tree Lane
Elmhurst, Illinois



April 18, 1983

Dear Ms. Kahn:

I would like to thank DC Comics Inc. for its generous assistance
to our campaign against drug abuse.

The talent and art-work DC Comics provided for the Teen Titans
comic book greatly contribute to the battle against the drug
problem. The young people who read this small book will have a
graphic idea of the damage that drug abuse causes.

Nancy tells me that drug education is one of the keys to
resolving our national drug abuse crisis. I am happy that DC
Comics Inc. is contributing so generously and imaginatively to
this cause.

FOR THE SIGNATURE OF PRESIDENT REAGAN-

Ms. Jenette Kahn
President

DC Comics Inc.

666 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York
10103



Draft Press Release

April 18, 1983

WHITE HOUSE - PRIVATE SECTOR DRUG ABUSE AWARENESS PROGRAM

Dr. Carlton Turner, Special Assistant to the President for Drug
Abuse Policy, today announced the release of the first in a
series of drug abuse awareness comic books. Joining Dr. Turner
were representatives of DC Comics, a division of Warner
Communications, and the Keebler Company. The comic books were
produced under a White House — private sector cooperative
program. ‘

DC Comics donated the talent and artwork for the comic books, and
production was made possible by a grant from The Keebler Company.
A million copies of the comic book package are being mailed this
month to elementary schools for distribution to fourth grades.
The Department of Education assumed mailing and distribution
responsibilities.

The comic book project is part of a White House campaign to
enlist the private sector in the national campaign against drug
abuse. The Keebler Company and DC Comics accepted the
sponsorship of the first comic book project for the fourth grade;
a similar project for fifth and sixth graders is being developed.
The fifth grade project is being sponsored by IBM, the National
Federation of Parents for a Drug Free Youth, and DC Comics Inc.
The sixth grade project is being made possible by the National
Soft Drink Association and DC Comics.

The First Lady wrote a letter to the students which has been
included in each comic book. She also sent a letter to the
principals of each school encouraging their support of the
program.

A related project for the development of a drug abuse awareness
coloring book for kindergarten through third grades is also
planned.

Also joining in the announcement was Dr, Terry Borton, Editor-
in-Chief of the classroom publication The Weekly Reader. Dr.
Borton released the findings of a readership poll from the fourth
thru twelfth grades. The poll, comprising responses from 500,000
school children, makes clear the case for early education in drug
abuse awareness. The grade school children report peer pressure
to try drugs and alcohol is evident as early as the fourth grade.




Keebler Company One Hollow Tree Lane - Elmhurst, lilinois 60126 312/833-2900

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact:

David F. Mishur, Keebler Company
(312) 833-2900, or

Karin Lippert, DC Comics Inc.
(212) 484-2900

THE KEEBLER COMPANY AND DC COMICS INC. JOIN THE

PRESIDENT'S EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR DRUG AWARENESS

The White House/Private Sector Program to Combat Drug Abuse
Is Launched with a New Teen Titans Comic Book--titled, "Plague!"

Washington, D.C. (April 25, 1983)--A drug free future for
America's youth is the goal of an innovative educational program
introduced today at a White House press conference. "Thanks to
the efforts of the Keebler Company and DC Comics Inc., we have a
unigue opportunity to eliminate drug abuse in future generations
of Americansg,"said Dr. Carlton Turner, Special Assistant to the
President for Drug Abuse Policy.

- "All across the country, parents, teachers, and children
themselves are looking for ways to remove drug abuse from our

society," said Dr. Turner. "The New Teen Titans program, devel-

oped by Keebler and DC in cooperation with the White House, is

an excellent program to help youngsters in fourth grade become
aware of the problems associated with -drug and alcohol abuse.
Communicating the truth about drugs to user and potential user is
one of the most effective weapons we have in the battle against

drug abuse."

~More-



- -

The New Teen Titans drug awareness program—--a comic book

dramatic story involving DC Super Heroes and the'terrifying
experiences of young drug users, a classroom poster, a teacher's
guide and a certificate for students participating in the
project~-is introduced by a letter from the First Lady. Mrs.
Reagan has repeatedly expressed her concer about the effect
which America's drug epidemic has on the country's young
people and joining the President,has committed her time and
leadership'to help.

"Don't let anyone tell you that you can't be a hero,"
Mrs. Reagan wrote students. "You can--with the drug awareness
comic book and educational materials—=-learn to be_a hero. AIl of
the activities in the program lead-in with the Keebler E1f,
Ernie, expressing the key points of the activity and its goal.
The theme of the poster with Ernie and the Protector--a new
character created for the drug awarness program--is "Be A Hero...
Stay Drug Freel™ |

"We are proud to be a part of this very important program,"
Mr. Thomas M. Garvin, President and Chief Executive Officer,
said on behalf of the Keebler Company. "We are happy to lend
our support to a érogram that is committed to solving a problem
that has become epidemic among young people today."

The New Teen Titans are currently the best-selling comic

book published by DC Comics. The Titans are seven teenagers

who have fought against the forces of evil both on Earth and
across the universe. "Because the characters are youths who
possess remarkable abilities they inspire the young readers of
their adventures and act as role models,"” said Jenette Kahn,
President and Publisher of DC. "This story--the "Plague!"--was
written by Marv Wolfman, with art by the talented George Perez,"
she said, "and I can't think of anyone who could have written

a more serious and compelling story."

"I had no idea of the magnitude of the drug abuse problem
until I began to hear the experiences of these tortured kids at
a drug center meeting,” Marv Wolfman recalls, "I was ektremely
moved by their-stories-and am glad to. have the opportunity to

~-More~



do something meaningful about this national tragedy."

"Keebler Company feels very strongly about young people;
they are the future--the business and governmental leaders for
" the years ahead. 1It's only proper, therefore, that business
and government should work together to combat this problem
which has such grave implicétions for us both," stated Mr.
Charles L. Shemely, Senior Vice-President, of the Keebler
Company.

"These two companies have demonstrated that the private
sector and the public sector can work together to better serve
the needs of our country,"” said Dr. Turner. "I believe that the
program can influence large numbers of youngsters away from drug
use--and create an awareness that young people have a right to a
drug-free environment which does not interfere with their

learning and growth."
-30-
For further information, please contact: David F. Mishur,
the Keebler Company, (312) 833-2900 or Karin Lippert, DC Comics

Inc., (212) 484-2820.

Ernie the E1f is a Trademark of the Keebler Company 1983.

The New Teen Titans and The Protector are Trademarks of DC
Comics Inc. 1983.

Hh#d



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 26, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR ED HARPER ok
FROM: g ;@ARLTON TURN éQM

SUBJECT: Teen Titans Comic Book

For your information, attached is the package we distributed
yesterday at the press conference.

Two papers broke the embargo, Christian Science Monitor and the
USA Today, and carried stories about the comic book yesterday.
The major papers carried articles this morning. (copies
attached). 1In addition, Channel .7 (local) carried a story last
night, I appeared on Good Morn¥ng America and there was a story
on the Today Show. Video tape have the segments in case you
would like to view them.

cc: Roger Porter
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dmnehammwhosoundas;fthey'refusb
“tives from a comic book? Names like Th

1

Emgatb), The Protector (Fighting Fury);
.~ Speedy (the Battling Bowman), Starfire {Alien

Amazon)?

way &0 do it ‘than with that oft-scomed ‘and
the comic book?

about ta learn how. Picture yourself in battle.
fact; it § is one of. htgl;e most; important -

‘the others were only. part of | package
‘ntroduced as' The President’s Drug®
*Awareness Campaign’ by the
Ho ¢ Office of Drug Abus -
, Dép‘artment of Educatmn and a

8! ui
1& Tiews eof\ference yesterday hailed -
‘the first national syrvey of school- -
*égé‘chﬁdreﬁonwhat{jhe think and = —
. about’ drugs : s and alcoh 1
3_ tecf;tﬁls ‘winter by ticlI

What's Nancy Reagan doing with a half-

'* Cbanselmx (Shape-Shifter Supreme), Cyborg;
- { “(Half. Man/Half Robot), Raven (Mysterious

.- Powerhouse) and Wonder Girl (the Amazmg‘;

What she's doing, as the White House an-

yesterday, is. taking her drug-abuse:,s,g;
¢rusade 'to fourth-grade classrooms in 35,000 -
schools ‘around the country. And what better

: sometimes: violent chronicle- of chnldhood fan-‘{f

tasies, . )
“Don’t htanyone tell you that you can’t ‘be a
Mrs. Reagan writes in “The New Teen
'f‘ltans, .a.DC Comics Inc. publicatiorr under- .
| - vmitten by Keebler Co. and.unveiled yesterday -
¥ by the: White House. “You can—and you ‘are”

cent) or it in” ‘€31 percent) wntlé
other kids! about the same percen-.
‘tages & say they think kids use alcohol_’
 for the same réasons. - A
~“The survey breaks  new ground
v‘for “us “about- “attitudes  on .drug -,
“abuse,” said . Carlton. Turner, the
“president’s adviser on' drug abusé .
“policy, whose' ‘office ‘worked with -
“Weekly Reader in developing the .
- survey.: “We knew drug education
~ was necessary, but we dxdn’t know at
& what age
- Terry Borton, edltor in ,
WeekIy Reader, said his own' convic:.
- tion, after studying the survey, was
“that “we need to go below the fourthﬁ
grade to'ascertain at;tltudes :
- yougger children. - :

* Tetail endeavor that exceeds [the an-'f
~nual income] of every U.S. company

“except Exxon,” said Secretary of Ed-
- tcation Terre! H. Bell His office is;

mmercnal "project, - accordmg to.

rner, it éxpressed a desire to par-}
icipate. He. said- Keebler: agreed to:
undetwrlte ‘the' pro;ect There will be
th ' books co!

ook 1s:eread six times by thei
“child before it is passed along and:

ultimately read by six other children..
g harles.\) L. Shemely, KeebIe ;




. inta the “program. ‘And Nancy Rea- |

‘gan-sdid later through her press sec- " - || First Lady Nancy Reagan and the ‘work ‘she
retary; Sheila Tate, that she was ;' | sponsors under the name of The President’s®
glad to see fa cooperative effort” be- | Dryg Awareness Campaign. &
~tween’ Keebler and her husband’ S Presidents -have appeared as characters. in-
Drug Policy office. « - | many comics (the Reagans sit this one out), but

. “Mrs. Reagan also liked the comic -~ 1 “Plague!”; represents the first official-commer-
1book " (“another good tool, -like * ‘% cial tie-in hetween Pensylvania and Madison
| ‘Diffrent Strokes, > a TV show in ' avenues. As a war, this time on drugs, it may
wluch she. appeared) The b°°k ins_ . rekindle the kind of camaraderie that was once:

- strong between the comic mdustry and the po-.
litical arena. <0 i
“During World War H there were a ot of.
essages from and' stories connected wwh thek
war effort: and the- White Ho e, 88 s B

ant to- be a “titan” in the drug war.
: ccompanymg ‘the book, in material

¢ '»teachers, 4gan certlf' cate of her-_
ism” superimposed over-a drawing
f the White: ‘House, wlth 4 facsimile:

melc ‘book was aimed at non-dng -
ey ;’7_':,th'e fourth gradebecaube ity

i“héad table Satur
“the thte ‘House’ C da"y Ovetstreet, pubi

3 treet’
| tisl Orversty ¢, “That wes 8 0

: red it the - mid-"60s
apgsaivith-\t dxalogu Afte
b re shel

e  the: Sate

ajor. impetus- for the comic is not
in “ustry, fw}iuch has shied' away




ﬁeres The’ Protector, prod
tet of'a battle of corporate titans, .
5 e"Protéctor looks suspxcmusly‘z
““like" Batman's' teen pal, Robin, and o
“ﬁ',f&,ct, Robin has been'a longtnme
‘ oweyer, a mllhon coples of V

sponsorship
] Robm, unfortu<:-
A nately, is licensed to ‘rival - Nabisc
. An.overnight costume change’ pasted
“over the“figure, a-few changes i in the = :

anels Just:pefgll:e gomg"to, res

good opportunity to take * ‘
“We also.felt ‘it might be '

er) The AMA also - caminxssmneﬁ
: "tfng Room lehe,” a: comig sdt

~ Bécduseit is ‘directed at fourtn- -
g!’aders, most of the sad stories are
to “young . teen-agers - like 14-~
. Year-old Joseph Cummings (who's:,
- “done pot, hash oil, uppers, downers; ’
| PCP, acid-and glue . .. yeah, I'm ay
i’ druggle") ‘and 15-year~old ‘Roger’
Levme, ‘who's done everything Jo-.
f iexi has plus mushrooms and alco-:
i ho
.+ Ironi glly, the Iast txme a r
%Sfedexal government took this big an i
b interest in comics it was to say that
zthey were ruining the minds - and’
orals of the young. The industry’s ;
\.,r&sponse was the Comics Code, fol- ¥
" lowing-the 1954 Kefauver Commit:
“tee’ investigation into juvenile deli
- -quency and the crusade led by Fred-
“éric. Wertham, a child psychxatnst
whose late-" 405 campaign against!
“comic books culminated in the co
troverslal 1954 book,"‘Seductx

+-to -Yronwode, .}
tham’s ‘basic tenet was that “dehn
lq quents were known comic-book reaé
-ers, therefore: comic hooks ledl to ji- i
vemle delinquency. What he faxlad\r
sto ‘note was that e rybody Ise-redd
: dmgxcs, t0o.”;. i

ea e:aimost totally taboo. .
In e early "70s; things beganvfo i.
ge, slowly After Marvel Comlés

Yo #



A WASH(NGTON TIMES STAFF WRITER®
- National public school dlsmbutmn of .
hard-hitting anti-drug comic booka
upplementary teaching aids featurin

. “TheNew Teen Titans” began yesterday:.

n a joint effort of the White House and:
.private industry to' overcome pee

roup pressure and steer fourthrgrade
children away from drug abuse, .

Copies of the comic book are bein

- 35,000 elementary schools around th
' nation with a “Dear Friend” cover let P
_signed by firstlady Nancy Reaga i, Whe
as taken a leading interest in fxghtm
rug abuse among young people'

“Don't let anyone ‘tell you that yor
‘can't.be a hero,” Mrs. Reagan’s lette
ays. “‘Declare that you will stay drug
;kfree. At any cost. You're guaranteed:t
“win.’ And you'll be a hero.

~but most of all, to yourself”

_ tificate of Heroism,” signed by Mrs..
¢ Reagan, for those who take part in'th
. presi‘dent's drug aWareness ~pro’g‘ram ’

tory, wmch deplcts young p;:ople(
nhappxly caught_up in ‘sever

to :President” Reagan for: drug abuSef
'ﬁ~pohcy, said at-an Old Executive Office’

Ruildineg news conference announcing

ent by the Education Department to

‘mother.and father, family and friends :

Also enclosed in the packet is a “Cer-'

- targeted a
older stugients. The said most of thei

iquor in lower |
comes from ade
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BYA WASHlNGTON T|MES STAFF WRITER®
- National public school distribution of

a hard-hitting anti-drug comic book and:

. supplementary teaching aids featuring
& “The New Teen Titans” began yesterday
na joint effort of the White House and

prxvate industry to overcome peer

group pressure and steer fourth, rade
chﬂdren away from dmg abuse

‘ . signéd by firstlady Nancy Reagan,
-has taken a leading interest in fi 1ghtmgk
. drug abuse among young peopl

L “Don't let anyone tell you that you
 can't be a hero,” Mrs. Reagan’s‘letter
says. ‘Declare that vou will stay. drug

- free: At any cost. You're guaranteed o
win. And.you’'ll be a hero:

_mother. and father; family and fnends,
“but most of all, to yourself”

Also enclosed in the packetis a *Ce
ificate .of Heroism,’ signed by Mrs.
" Reagan, for thoseé who take part in the
“pres:dem s drug awarenes prd' ram.

The comic book was developed by
'Warner Communications’ DC Comic
‘Inc:, of New York, with costs paid by the
- Keebler Co. The drtist, was George
/ Perez, and Marv Wolf) rote the
. Story, wmch depwt .young ppople
; unha pﬂy caught'

policy, said at.an Old Executive Office
Y Building news conference announcing

‘Copies of the comic boak are b ing
sent : by -the Education Department to,
35,000 elementary schools .around the‘

fourth graders saw'a'r
having ~one: alcohohc ‘drink daily or
smnkmg one marijuana cigarette daxl‘

SARTL NOLONIHSVM ZHL

-Tdy *song
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N.Y. Times April 26, 1983 (A-16)

WASHING‘I'ON, Apﬂl 3 (AP
‘Skree! Blam! Foom!" The
© House presents a

- g{thexeeblerCompany was
° ed today as a new tool to help

prevant drug use among fourth
gmd

Inaeoverletter Nancy
nustheymmgsters

’euu o
~Theeomlebooktellsoftheex-
pits of “The New Teen Titans. »

.the Titans, seven teen-
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e starts

in th grade,

Study of 500,000 says toda

, & lot of peer
pressure. to try beer, wine, li-
quor or marijuana”® = - .

. “We have to get the message
out to m&&

graders

use office:
B Fourthr and " fifty

‘learn about, drug dangers

mainly- from parents, TV and

dren say they learn from

fitin; and
to 12, to have a good time. -
. The Drug Abuse Policy Of-
a.
awareness campaign using
comic-book- characters that

will -reach a-million fourth. |

graders n 35,000 schools,

| The five largest
systems: had -

rises. e
. ; J“%?

.up
. Ihjrty-onem are under
_court order )
.Reasons for the increases:
- A’ record number of peo-:

years old; most' ¢rimes - are
| commiited by people in that

passed mandatory sentencing
"laws that keep criminals be-
hind bars for a fixed period -

i A

years; 37 siates. .

‘ 382,680 inmates, " - .
12.1 percent from 1981, - S

‘ple are between 20 and 29 -

R
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abuise and pledge to stay drug- : ,
A cover letter to Bchool prine 1s0 signed by Mr
Reagan, mentions her Visits to. drug rehabmtation_ b.ente‘rs‘

t some or 41l hdve tried cocaine, and'ls percentbe ed ;" Grades 36. 1 bler Company, a .
that some or all have tried beer, wine, or liquor at I ; - of cookles and s, afid Warnet® Coni
osheporbed Substantial “‘peer pressure"tutry (¢ chi ications Comy ""‘ihepublishersofﬁ(‘,‘cmnics A dni
s o : ness C . book for kindergarten 'through “fiird °

. who ﬂlled out’ sm-vey questions in: their classroo of
thesé 100, 000 were closely ahalyzed, focusing on the unge

ok drugs themselvés::
““T'o our knowledge, this is the first large-scale

m&m n’g attitudes on drugs and alcohol,” says'’

editor-i-chief of Weekly Reader Publicatio
Hasic conclusion of the study; he says, is that “a fund
4t of ‘attitudes has to take place that makes drigs
ke & teas tiecessary fnd glamorous part of growlng
Enowiedge is not the problemi. Attitudes avé the problem

$he Weekly -Reader ‘findings are to’ be. rel i

{April 25) at & White House press confereride deaung_
gvasﬁreness of drug and alcohol usé amdrg young chl

uniction ’With that; Car!ton Turherdire&

m{llioncoglesof "%?Ne‘%i/'lzeée&n’l‘itahs Hipiiri Bty efl thelr’owit hge'éhicourag 35S Loe. s / reveale | by
Marenéss Based on a speclaliy created dofilie b 1o try mia -and 33 pi 1id there IS pe : : ]
DE toinies; have beén sent by the Deplértihent of Edy e to try ¢, And lique B «{ notexpec t0 see s0 much evi 0
A v “Thé survey e flgutes tise with each ele-' - degred ressuretéusedmgsandalcoholmmngkidsthis

Aduin wfourth aders 1 35, 000 schodlﬁ across the natitm .
o g prezent; he tbtes; miost school programs desigitd

stildentd ibbut the dariger of drug ‘“doﬂ'tsfarfﬁn




