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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHINGTON 

April 25, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JOHN G. ROBERT Sy:.;,;:; 

Letter to Presidents of D.C. Comics 
and Keebler Company F.e: Drug Abuse 
Awareness Program (Revised) 

Richard Darman has requested comments by close of business 
today on revised drafts of letters to the presidents of D.C. 
Comics and the Keebler Company, thanking them for their help 
in connection with the comic book project. You approved 
earlier drafts of these letters, with suggested changes. 
The purpose of our suggested changes was to package the 
project as a private sector project, with some guidance from 
the White House, rather than a joint venture or a White 
House project funded by the private sector. The Department 
of Justice has now suggested revisions of its own, primarily 
stylistic. Some of these suggestions are inconsistent with 
our approach, and the changes detailed in my draft memorandum 
to Darman correct those that are. 

Attachment 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 25, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARMAN 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

FRED F. FIELDING 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Letter to Presidents of D.C. Comics 
and Keebler Company Re: Drug Abuse 
Awareness Program (Revised) 

Counsel's Office has reviewed the revised drafts of the 
above-referenced letters submitted by the Department of 
Justice. Consistent with the approach detailed in our 
memorandum of April 20 on these letters, we suggest the 
following changes in the Justice Department drafts: 

In the letter to Ms. Kahn, "contribution and assistance to" 
in the first sentence should be changed to "assistance in." 
In the last sentence, "campaign" should be "cause," as in 
the original version. 

In the letter to Mr. Garvin, "contribution and support to" 
in the first sentence should be changed to "support in." 
The second sentence should be changed to "Private sector 
involvement in this effort through projects like the "Teen 
Titans Comic Book" will definitely have an impact on our 
youth," or something similar. 

FFF:JGR:aw 4/25/83 

cc: F.FFielding 
·laGRoberts 
Subj. 
Chron 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 25, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARMAN 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: FRED F. FIELDING 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Letter to Presidents of D.C. Comics 
and Keebler Company Re: Drug Abuse 
Awareness Program (Revised} 

Counsel's Office has reviewed the revised drafts of the 
above-referenced letters submitted by the Department of 
Justice. Consistent with the approach detailed in our 
memorandum of April 20 on these letters, we suggest the 
following changes in the Justice Department drafts: 

In the letter to Ms. Kahn, "contribution and assistance to" 
in the first sentence should be changed to "assistance in." 
In the last sentence, "campaign" should be 11 cause," as in 
the original version. 

In the letter to Mr. Garvin, "contribution and support to" 
in the first sentence should be changed to "support in." 
The second sentence should be changed to "Private sector 
involvement in this effort through projects like the "Teen 
Titans Comic Book 11 will definitely have an impact on our 
youth," or something similar. 

FFF:JGR:aw 4/25/83 

cc: FFFielding 
JGRoberts 
Subj. 
Chron 
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Document No. 

WHITE BOUSE Sf AFFING MEMOltANDUM 

DATE: __ Ap_r1_· 1_2s __ _ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _c_. 0_·_b_._T_O_DA_Y __ _ 

LETTER TO PRESIDENTS OF DC COMICS AND KEEBLER COMPANY RE 
SUBJECT: 

~----------------------------------------DRUG ABUSE AWARENESS PROGRAM. (REVISED) 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI. 

VJCE PRESIDENf 0 0 GERGEN 0 0 

MEESE 'to- Q a HARPER a. ~ 
BAKER 0 0 JENKINS 0 0 

DEAVER 0 0 MURPHY 0 0 

STOCKMAN 0 0 ROLLINS 0 0 

CLARK 0 0 WHITTLESEY 0 0 

DARMAN OP oss WILLIAMSON 0 0 

DUBERSTEIN 0 0 VON DAMM 0 0 

FELDSTEIN 0 BRADY/SPEAKES 0 0 
.. ~~ -~--..---...--. 

cmLDING -~·· ROGERS 0 0 

FUi.1.t1f·'·-·--··-·--·-·~··-"---w"'··~·#o 0 0 0 

Remarks: 

Justice has edited the attached draft letters re the drug abuse 
program. Do you have any problems? 

Response: 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

7 



April 21, 1983 

Dear Ms. Kahn: 

I would like to thank DC Comics Inc .•. for its generous 

'b . d . tk . . d contri ution an assistance to at=' campaign against rug 

abuse. The talent and artwork DC Comics provided for the 

Teen Titans comic book greatly contributes to the battle 

against the drug problem. 
~ 

The comic book carries the message that drugs are 
,. 

harmful to our youth, corrosive to the family structure, 

and a danger to our whole society. 

Since drug education is one of the keys to resolving 

our national drug abuse crisis, Nancy and I are deeply 

grateful for your personal support and dedication to this 

campaign. 

FOR THE SIGNATURE OF PRESIDENT REAGAN 

Ms. Jenette Kahn 
President 
DC Comics Inc. 
666 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 
10103 



, VU.':..••~ ,_,,.,g"T. 

Ap~il 21, 1983 

Dear Mr. Garvin: 

Nancy and I would like to salute the Keebler Corporation 

for its generous contribution and support to the national 

campaign against drug abuse. With the private sector and 

White House joining forces to curb drug abuse in this country, 

projects like the "Teen Titans Comic Book" will definitely 

have an impact on our youth. 

.. 
Four surveys taken in the last ~e~ months show that use 

of drugs by our young people is ~ to decrease. It 

seems clear that this decline results from a heightened 

educational program for our youth. 

To use a sports analogy, I like to think we are putting 

a "full court press" on drug abuse in this nation. We intend 

to keep the pressure on, and with your help, we can build a 

drug-free future for our youth. 

FOR THE SIGNATURE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. Thomas Garvin 
President 
The Keebler Company 
1 Hollow Tree Lane 

·Elmhurst, Illinois 



Draft Press Release 

April-18, 1983 

WHITE HOUSE - PRIVATE SECTOR DRUG ABUSE AWARENESS PROGRAM 

Dr. Carlton Turner, Special Assistant to the President for Drug 
Abuse Policy, today announced the release of the first in a 
series of drug abuse awareness comic books. Joining Dr. Turner 
were representatives of DC Comics, a division of Warner _ 
Communications, and the Keebler Company. ~1c comic ~eek~ w2t2 
~ t!ases anaee a Hhite nous@ - prrvace sector cc!J!'SraHue.. 
a 1 g um: 

DC Comics donated the talent and artwork for the comic books, and 
production was made possible by a grant from The Keebler Company. 
A million copies of the comic book package are being mailed this 
month to elementary schools,for distribution to fourth grades. 
The Department of Educationtassumed mailing and distribution 
res pons i b i 1 i t i es • a.c!l:·a:>s 'tf,e., t.JdhorJ 

The comic book project is part of a White House campaign to 
enlist the private sector in the national campaign against drug J 
abuse. The Keebler Company and DC Comics a~n;2pt2'1 tJ:iis .... spon~ov-Q 
a= iF&8i~ ei the first comic book project for the fourth grade; 
a similar project for fifth and sixth graders is being developed. 
The fifth grade project is being sponsored by IBM, the National 
Federation of Parents for a Dr'Ug Free Youth, and DC Comics Inc. 
The sixth grade project is being made possible by the National 
Soft Drink Association and DC Comics. 

The First Lady wrote a letter to the students which has been 
included in each comic book. She also sent a letter to the 
principals of each school encouraging their support of the 

' . 
program. 

A related project for the development of a drug abuse awareness 
coloring book for kindergarten through third grades is also 
planned. 

Also joining in the announcement was Dr. Terry Borton, Editor
in-Chief of the classroom publication The Weekly Reader. Dr. 
Borton released the findings of a readership poll from the fourth 
thru twelfth grades. The poll, comprising responses from 500,000 
school children, makes clear the case for early education in drug 
abuse awareness. The grade school children report peer pressure 
to try drugs and alcohol is evident as early as the fourth grade. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Ms. Kahn: 

I am writing ta thank DC Comics far its generous 
assistance to ~ campaign against drug abuse. 

The talent and art-work your company provided 
for the Teen Titans comic book wil~ contribute 
greatly to the battle against our ftation's drug 
problem. The young people who read.this small 
book ~ill have a graphic idea of the damage that 
drug abuse causes. · 

---·-

Nancy tells me that education about drugs is one 
of the keys to resolving our national drug abuse 
crisis. I am happy that DC Comics is contribut
ing so generously and imaginatively to this cause. 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Jenette Kahn 
President 
DC Comics Inc. 
666 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10103 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.Dear Mr. Garvin : 

I am writing to thank the ~bler Corporation 
for generously supporting national effort 
to raise young people's awareness of drug abuse. 

Your assistance to t~ei j eiat: Hhi Le Ifa'l!!ee/prhratfii' 
&':diilQtQP ~~e~ee~ comes at a time when our activities 
in this area ar·e beginning to pay off. Four 
surveys taken in the last few months show.that 
use of drugs by young people is ~o 
decrease. It seems clear that this decline 
results from a heightened educational program 
for our youth. 

To use a sports analogy, we are putting a "full 
court press" on drug abuse in America. We in
tend to keep the pressure on, and I appreciate 
your help. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Thomas Garvin 
President 

.The Keebler Company 
1 Hollow Tree Lane 
Elmhurst, Illinois 60126 

~ 
I 

i 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 20, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARMAN 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: ,. 

FRED F. FIELDI~~ 
COUNSEL TO THE .PRESIDENT 

Letter to Presidents of D.C. Comics 
and Keebler Company Re: Drug Abuse 
Awareness Program 

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced draft 
letters, as well as the draft press release to be issued at 
the April 25 press conference. We have several minor 
editorial suggestions. The purpose of our suggested chang~s 
is to present the comic book project as a private sector 
activity with guidance from the White House, rather than as 
a White House project supported by private companies or a 
formal "joint venture 11 between the companies and the White 
House. We believe this approach will minimize any potential 
legal difficulties. 

In the letter to Mr. Garvin, we suggest changing "our 
national effort" to "the national effort" in the second 
line, and deleting "to the joint White House/private sector 
project" in the fourth line. In the letter to Ms. Kahn we 
recommend changing "our" to "the" in the second line. 

With respect to the press release, we advise deleting the 
last sentence of the first paragraph, and changing "accepted 
the sponsorship of" to "sponsored" at lines 3-4 of the third 
paragraph. 

Finally, those who have been dealing with the representa
tives of D.C. Comics and Keebler should make certain that it 
is well understood that the letters from the President may 
under no circumstances be used in connection with any 
commercial promotion of the companies· or their products. 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 20, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JOHN G. ROBERTS~ 

Letter to Presidents of D.C. Comics 
and Keebler Company Re: Drug ~..buse 
Awareness Program 

Ed Harper, at the behest of Carlton Turner, has requested 
clearance of two draft Presidential letters and a press 
release. The letters are to the presidents of D.C. Comics 
and the Keebler Company, thanking them for their help in 
putting together the anti-drug abuse comic book for fourth 
graders. The press release is to be issued at a press 
conference on the project, scheduled for April 25. 

I recommend several minor editorial changes in both the 
Presidential letters and the press release. The purpose of 
these changes is to posture the project as a private sector 
effort with some guidance from the White House, rather than 
as a White House project funded by private groups (augmenta
tion of appropriations problems) or a joint White House-private 
company project (White House endorsement problems}. I also 
recommend advising that those dealing with the company 
representatives make certain it is understood in advance 
that the Presidential letters may not be used in any 
promotional campaign for the companies. 

Attachment 



THE WHIT!:: HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 20, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARMAN 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

FRED F. FIELDING 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Letter to Presidents of D.C. Comics 
and Keebler Company Re: Drug Abuse 
Awareness Program 

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced draft 
letters, as well as the draft press release to be issued at 
the April 25 press conference. We have several minor 
editorial suggestions. The purpose of our suggested changes 
is to present the comic book project as a private sector 
activity with guidance from the White House, rather than as 
a White House project supported by private companies or a 
formal "joint venture" between the companies and the White 
House. We believe this approach will minimize any potential 
legal difficulties. 

In the letter to Mr. Garvin, we suggest changing "our 
national effort" to "the national effort" in the second 
line, and deleting "to the joint White House/private sector 
project" in the fourth line. In the letter to Ms. Kahn we 
recommend changing "our" to "the" in the second line. 

With respect to the press release, we advise deleting the 
last sentence of the first paragraph, and changing "accepted 
the sponsorship of" to "sponsored" at lines 3-4 of the third 
paragraph. 

Finally, those who have been dealing with the representa
tives of D.C. Comics and Keebler should make certain that it 
is well understood that the letters from the President may 
under no circumstances be used in connection with any 
commercial promotion of the companies or their products. 

FFF:JGR:aw 4/20/83 

cc: F,'.-FFielding 
-<JGRoberts 
Subj. 
Chron 



THE WHIT!:: HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 20, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARMAN 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

FRED F. FIELDING 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Letter to Presidents of D.C. Comics 
and Keebler Company Re: Drug Abuse 
Awareness Program 

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced draft 
letters, as well as the draft press release to be issued at 
the April 25 press conference. We have several minor 
editorial suggestions. The purpose of our suggested changes 
is to present the comic book project as a private sector 
activity with guidance from the White House, rather than as 
a White House project supported by private companies or a 
formal "joint venture" between the companies and the White 
House. We believe this approach will minimize any potential 
legal difficulties. 

In the letter to Mr. Garvin, we suggest changing "our 
national effort" to "the national effort" in the second 
line, and deleting "to the joint White House/private sector 
project" in the fourth line. In the letter to Ms. Kahn we 
n~commend changing "our" to "the" in the second line. 

With respect to the press release, we advise deleting the 
last sentence of the first paragraph, and changing "accepted 
the sponsorship of" to "sponsored" at lines 3-4 of the third 
paragraph. 

Finally, those who have been dealing with the representa
tives of D.C. Comics and Keebler should make certain that it 
is well understood that the letters from the President may 
under no circumstances be used in connection with any 
commercial promotion of the companies or their products. 

FFF:JGR:aw 4/20/83 

cc: FFFielding 
JGRoberts 
Subj. 
Chron 
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April 19 DATE: ______ _ 

VICE PRFSIDENT 

MEESE 
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DEAVER 
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DARMAN 
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Please provide any comments/edits by April 21st. 

Thank you. 

Response: 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to tb,e President 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 18, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARM~ 

FROM: EDWIN L. HARPER~ 

SUBJECT: The White House - Private Sector Drug Abuse 
Awareness Program 

Attached are two draft Presidential letters for the presidents of 
DC Comics and the Keebler Company and a press release prepared by 
Carlton Turner. 

A press conference is scheduled for Monday, April 25, 1983 at 
10:30am to announce the release of the drug abuse awareness comic 
book, prepared by DC Comics with a grant from the Keebler 
Company, and the results of the Weekly Reader poll on drug use. 

Please process these for clearance. 



April 18, 1983 

Dear Mr. Garvin: 

I would like to thank the Keebler Corporation for its generous 
support for our national effort to raise our young people's 
awareness of drug abuse. 

Your assistance to the joint White House/private sector project 
comes at a time when our activities in this area are beginning to 
pay off. Four surveys taken in the last few months show that use 
of drugs by our young people is beginning to decrease. It seems 
clear that this decline results from a heightened educational 
program for our youth. 

To use a sports analogy,. t like to. think we are putting a. "full 
court press" on drug abuse in this nation. We intend to keep the 
pressure on and I appreciate your help in pitching in. 

FOR THE SIGNATURE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. Thomas Garvin 
President 
The Keebler Company 
1 Hollow Tree Lane 
Elmhurst, Illinois 



' 

April 18, 1983 

Dear Ms. Kahn: 

I would like to thank DC Comics Inc. for its generous assistance 
to our campaign against drug abuse. 

The talent and art-work DC Comics provided for the Teen Titans 
comic book greatly contribute to the battle against the drug 
problem. The young people who read this small book will have a 
graphic idea of the damage that drug abuse causes. 

Nancy tells me that drug education is one 
resolving our national drug abuse crisis. 
Comics Inc. is contributing so generously 
this cause. 

FOR THE SIGNATURE OF PRESIDENT REAGAN 

Ms. Jenette Kahn 
President 
DC Comics Inc. 
666 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 
10103 

of the keys to 
I am happy that DC 

and imaginatively to 



,. 
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Draft Press Release 

April 18, 1983 

WHITE HOUSE - PRIVATE SECTOR DRUG ABUSE AWARENESS PROGRAM 

Dr. Carlton Turner, Special Assistant to the President for Drug 
Abuse Policy, today announced the release of the first in a 
series of drug abuse awareness comic books. Joining Dr. Turner 
were representatives of DC Comics, a division of Warner 
Communications, and the Keebler Company. The· eomic books were 
produced under a White House - pr iv ate sec.tor. c.ooperative 
program. 

DC Comics donated the talent and artwork for the comic books, and 
production was made possible by a grant from The Keebler Company. 
A million copies of the comic book package are being mailed this 
month to elementary schools for distribution to fourth grades. 
The Department of Education assumed mail~ng and distribution 
responsibilities. 

The comic book project is part of a White House campaign to 
enlist the private sector in the national campaign against drug 
abuse. The Keebler Company and DC Comics accepted the 
sponsorship of the first comic book project for the fourth grade; 
a similar project for fifth and sixth graders is being developed. 
The fifth grade project.is being sponsored by IBM, the National 
Federation of Parents for a Drug Free Youth, and DC Comics Inc. 
The sixth grade project is being made possible by the National 
Soft Drink Association and DC Comics. 

The First Lady wrote a letter to the students which has been 
included in each comic book. She also sent a letter to the 
principals of each school encouraging their support of the 
program. 

A related project for the development of a drug abuse awareness 
coloring book ~or kindergarten through third grades is also 
planned. 

Also joining in the announcement was Dr. Terry Borton, Editor
in-Chief of the classroom publication The Weekly Reader. Dr. 
Borton released the findings of a readership poll from the foutth 
thru twelfth grades. The poll, comprising responses from 500,000 
school children, makes clear the case for early education in drug 
abuse ~wareness. The grade school children report peer pressure 
to try drugs and alcohol is evident as early as the fourth grade. 



Keebler Company One Hollow Tree Lane Elmhurst, Illinois 60126 312/833-2900 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: 

David F. Mishur, Keebler Company 
(312} 833-2900, or 

Karin Lippert, DC Comics Inc. 
(212) 484-2900 

THE KEEBLER COMPANY AND DC COMICS INC. JOIN THE 

PRESIDENT'S EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR DRUG AWARENESS 

The White House/Private Sector Program to Combat Drug Abuse 
Is Launched with a New Teen Titans Comic Book--titled, "Plague!" 

Washington, D.C. (April 25, 1983)--A drug free future for 

America's youth is the goal of an innovative educational program 

introduced today at a White House press conference. "Thanks to 

the efforts of the Keebler Company and DC Comics Inc., we have a 

unique opportunity to eliminate drug abuse in future generations 

of Americans;nsaid Dr. Carlton Turner, Special Assistant to the 

President for Drug Abuse Policy. 

"All across the country, parents, teachers, and children 

themselves are looking for ways to remove drug abuse from our 

society," said Dr. Turner. ..The New Teen Titans program, devel

oped by Keebler and DC in cooperation with the White House, is 

an excellent program to help youngsters in fourth grade become 

aware of the problems associated with·drug and alcohol abuse. 

Communicating the truth about drugs to user and potential user is 

one of the most effective weapons we have in the battle against 

drug abuse." 

-More-



-2-

The New Teen Titans drug awareness program--a comic book 

dramatic story involving DC Super Heroes and the terrifying 

experiences of young drug users, a classroom poster, a teacher's 

guide and a certificate for students participating in the 

project--is introduced by a letter from the First Lady. Mrs. 

Reagan has repeatedly expressed her concer about the effect 

which America's drug epidemic has on the country's young 

people and joining the President,has committed her time and 

lead~rship to help. 

"Don't let anyone tell you that you can't be a hero," 

Mrs. Reagan wrote students. "You can--with the drug awareness 

comic book and educational materials~-learn to_be_a hero~ All of 

the activities in the program lead-in with the Keebler Elf, 

Ernie, expressing the key points of the activity and its goal. 

The theme of the poster with Ernie and the Protector--a new 

character created for the drug awarness program--is "Be A Hero ... 

Stay Drug Free!" 
0 We are proud to be a part of this very important program," 

Mr. Thomas M. Garvin, President and Chief Executive Officer, 

said on behalf of the Keebler Company. "We are happy to lend 

our support to a program that is committed to solving a problem 

that has become epidemic among young people today." 

The New Teen Titans are currently the best-selling comic 

book published by DC Comics. The Titans are seven teenagers 

who have fought against the forces of evil both on Earth and 

across the universe. "Because the characters are youths who 

possess remarkable abilities they inspire the young readers of 

their adventures and act as role models," said Jenette Kahn, 

President and Publisher of DC. "This story--the "Plague!"--was 

written by Marv Wolfman, with art by the talented George Perez," 

she said, "and I can't think of anyone who could have written 

a more serious and compelling story." 

"I had no idea of the magnitude of the drug abuse problem 

until I began to hear the experiences of these tortured kids at 

a drug center meeting," Marv Wolfman recalls, "I was extremely 

moved by their ,stories and am glad to have the opportunity to 

-More-



-3-

do something meaningful about this national tragedy." 

"Keebler Company feels very strongly about young people; 

they are the future--the business and governmental leaders for 

the years ahead. It's only proper, therefore, that business 

and government should work together to combat this problem 

which has such grave implications for us both," stated Mr. 

Charles L. Shemely, Senior Vice-President, of the Keebler 

Company. 

"These two companies have demonstrated that the private 

sector and the public sector can work together to better serve 

the needs of our country," said Dr. Turner. "I believe that the 

program can influence large numbers of youngsters away from drug 

use--and create an awareness that young people have a right to a 

drug-free environment which does not interfere with their 

learning and growth." 

-30-

For further information, please contact: David F. Mishur, 

the Keebler Company, (312) 833-2900 or Karin Lippert, DC Comics 

Inc., (212) 484-2820. 

Ernie the Elf is a Trademark of the Keebler Company 1983. 

The New Teen Titans and The Protector are Trademarks of DC 

Comics Inc. 1983. 

#### 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 26, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR ED HARPER .~ t 
FROM: ~(CARLTON TU~~ 
SUBJECT: Teen Titans Comic Book 

For your information, attached is the package we distributed 
yesterday at the press conference. 

Two papers broke the embargo, .Christian Science Monitor and tha 
USA Today, and carried stories about th~ comic book yesterday. 
The major papers carried articles this morning. {copies 
attached). In addition, Channel .7 (local) carried a story last 
night, I appeared on Good MornM'lg America and there was a story 
on the Today Show. Video tape have the segments in case you 
would like to view them. 

cc: Roger Porter 
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. cent) or «fit. in~ ;(31 ''percent) 
~'other ·kids: aboLit the same percen°:: 
·tages Say they'think kids use alcohol . 
• for the same reasons. . ' '. : ' 

"The survey breaks 'new ground ' 
Jfot iis">abouf .,attitudes on .drug ' 
·abUse,"' S'aid. CarltOn. Turner, the 

o president's. adviser on I drug ~.buse ' I 
; policy, whose· office 'Worked with · 
';Weekly Reader· in developing ,the 

survey,: "We knew drug education 
·was necessary; but we didn't kriow at., 
iYV.:hatage.~ :. ''"· ' . ' , ~:''.< J . ·,,; 
:. Terry Borton, editor in· Chie(of' 

' · Weekly Reader; said his own convic~~ 
. ' tioiit after studYing the, survey, was; 
, 'that "we need to go below the fou~h, 
I grade" to' ascertain attitudes Of even c, 
· younger children~ · · .· · '' ·· . 1: ~· f 
f:; •~"Drugg' and drug 'peddling afe 'hii: 

~·. ! __ :w:N;rid.;~:n. t~.i~.ex~.9(~.;_1!~1~ 
r·· nual mcomeJ: of; every: u .s. company;; 
!"'except EXxon;"' said secretary 'of Ed:·~ 
i: ~~tfon r. eml. ~ B~ll. Jlis pfflce Ui;~ 
!'·inVolved.'iri1 d1stributmg the ·comic~! 
~'.'oook~; Which 'werif out)esterday 'to} 
I·' 3,5,000.!c~Ot,l~. : : '' ',"'". }'.;,;.'·'.";:r-~ 

I' /:'J;'he surv'ey· did' nl>t ask how: Ql8i.iy: : 
fourth~gmdeis'· .use··· df,QgS or:ateohol~ 
· ~u8e ·:mrormatiolr''Was ·'oolieetecfi 

Y(~ 'thfutl~;oom: ieach~rs; "we· did ~ 
:::ttilot feel we' coUJ.d. ask them'to·tell" 

:~:~~G!f~-S:tB!~~~:.ihf~~~~·-·: 
5i:~tion/ho\Vever,<sliows'that.the'aver-
;: age age of a flist--time user is 13~ , 
i.1'but there.are· a: lot below and 'a'Iot ;. 

,, ,,aµov~,, ~, .. ~: . ,} ~ I.':~:·~>:~· ;,~.:}.·7~; .~::~~.:'::~· .. *;~~~~·:":·~~:~ 
;;• :c'!l'umer"S offiee cium(i.tp with .the.'' 
,;idea for.the conlicboOk. last Winter,:< 
(the~· approached · severaF'publiSher8;:~ 
;· ;includmg_ DCFComi~'., Altliough·Jlc:~' 
?·Ctimtes ,lllld ~ready startecf a similar . 1;: commercial Project, ·according , to • 

1~{~~m,e1\it exp~ a d~~;~o par;~. 
:;,:<~ ticipate.. He eaid K~bler, ,agreed to 
·;JtundeiWrite.the 'project: There will· be,: 
!'" other·.oomiC' boQks CQnibig.oUt in-:the;: 
1:~i:~tatt : #ith'; ·other· e0rpomte q>ackers}''. 
t;t~~: ~d~-:~-~:·, ~:.;~> ~~:;r.::~;:.!0~~~~~:: :~.~~i!~·~~;~tt 
, ~.:. "It' Wi1J, be the firSt tune ,we~ wilt 
~i·;:r~~~~Jia\ie.' ~; i(.mechani$rir. where~ 
~ '· .. , · ' ·fOllow the .trends '-from t1i -,~ 
:.1~~gfa<le upt1'iimer\srud.· .•. , , .. e, 
5 

·;. -; He'said .·statistics'.'shOw that each'. 
~~~mtcibOok .. isiereildsix tfuiei by the'.~ 
:f1<:nild · before it iS passed along .~d :; 

-~ ultimately ~ad· by six other childr~; 
;;;::.Charles.: L ,Shemefy, 'Keeliler'$, 
tl'S'enfor''.Yicf i>resi4ent;· .said.'00,st :had:; 
~'~it~~. ~·C9~id,erati°*f~tg~~:. 
~~--~:,~· ; •• , • • • • •• ~· C' • :, 



intri'''.the""program. ·And Nancy. R~a~ _, . 
~ gan· said later through her press sec· .·' 
: 'retary; . Sheila Tate, that she . was ) · 
. glad to-see·.fa cooperative effort" be· • 
tween~·Keebler and her husband's 

.. Drug Policy Office; .: ' .. 
L. : Mrs: Reagan. also liked the· comic 
.~bOOk .·("another good .... tool, .]ike 
I. ~Diff'rent : Strokes.' 1" ·a TV. show ill . 
··whleh.She appeared).y The.hook in.; __ 
;J:lludes :a'"~laration" for~yotlng-
Head~r& to sign. and tell .~by they 
~·want to·be a "titan1'. hi the drug war.' • 
: Acoompanying· the ·.bOOk,.in· ·material ,. 
'kfor ~teachers;; is 'a "certificate of' hekf 
~i,pism~ su}lerimpoged; over" a draWing · i. 
~; ofthe White House, wjth1.a fac8imile ' 
'.~t_lof.~Reag' an's atitogr' aph~ ,.; ·:-::'; '. ,j 
•.;··. ' . .' •, iJ 
;::--::·'. .. •Jenette· ·Kahn,.· president· and j: 
.. jubliSher of DC Comies, srud''the J: 
i;J,m~ic book was aimed. at non~drtJg ;~ · 
ilX·use. ~ ~;;~~e ~o. urt. ·h grad~ ~ause: "it 1 .. 
:•.'.• would .. lie naive. oi· .Us• to ·think that. ~; 
Hf:~With. ate!icher. ~nd a;oomic_1m0~·we:rq: 
~\li~d g~t:.he,ayY}lSers _off drugs. 't.: · ... ! 
• ~:~::!~~~~=;;~z~~~,1::~~~ 
·. ·,)1nc:l ·'.\'{ancyJ~e~ ~t-nextJ(). eacJf} 
~~-~her''~~:Jher .h~·. table .. s~turd~ r 
'~:::night ·:_at. the .. White ·House> Corr~~ .1 _ 

Jt:~aents' Diriiu~i; · wha.t 'were ihe.y . ' 
~'~filng.lilit>ut?: :· ~; l: :,,''.,;':::t· '''~l~·t· -
~'J~,i:j::;!}rug8/ according 'to sp0kesw?n1E!il I' , -
~.t,fordiotij:.Ru5sell and 1Mrs. Reagan. •: .. , 
·~~'iehe~:rirStdadyf gmie. him.·a oomple~: t: _;(. 
¢<l~~,1>1t.~~r. anti;.&ug abu~-~ :~\·~: ~l. _ 
~~fQrt&t:e.:~~:.c:. '':'.:1!"':,~;~l ·m 
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,of Comic bobk."iO Cllt'~~ 
.' 

.. ;.·.··:.1,1~.···.,. .. · .· .. .· b··~·I .· .hil" . ..• ;.·~ ;'·< ,.·{'.·.·.'.•.·".·r.·· !U,l:ug use: ,~ c ·. uient: 
tav A WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF WRITER , ' f< ' ' ' ' ' ' ; ' ' ; ':1;~; 
' National public school distribution of ·'.(0 ihe program that it is the fitst step in an. ; 
~·a hard~hitting anti-drug comic book and,;, :,.administration drive toenlistthe help of•\ 
, supplementary teaching aids featuring t:< private cotpoi:ations .in mounting drug:{" 
~\ '.'The~ewTuen Titans" be~an yesterday.Jn,\ education proje~ts in the ctas~roont•' · •'l&i, 
t m~ jomt .effort of the White H.ouse and. ;1::·· Futitre prJjects incl~de une for fiftit~·r 
.·private. industry to overcome . peer,;;: grade pupils. by IB¥. and an~ther fcirii~, 
; gr?UP press~re a~d steer fourth:gradepL; chJldren in the· sixth grade bf, the ; 

chlldren away from drug abuse.. . · . · ;):;,;,'National. Soft.·· Drink·.· Bottlers , Associ•~ii.;; 
Copies of the comic book are bebig:~'''''aticin, Turner•said/ , > '\' · " \\~" 

sent by the.Education Department to~f~· Also attendtng the'n~Wffc6nferehc't;i:; 
35,~00 e~eme!;1tary sc~ool~,:arpund the f;)Vwas Terry r~ort9n,. editor, M t:h~l;i~ 
n~t10n with.a Dear Friend .~yerietter .:1;].,' 'classroom publication, Weekly Readetp;!i 

11 signed by ftrsHa.dy Nancy R~ag~n •. ~ho>:·. who reported a recent survey of elert:ien~':;; 
1.;has .taken a leading interest m f1ghtmg·\·; .•tary .. school students·· showing that?i 
1: drug abuse among young people., . :i>~'Jourth graders :feel · significant pee1t;\;;. 
I •"Don't let anyone tell you thttt yo1{j~~ pressure: to. tr~ alCohol arid mafijuanal 
. can't be a hero:· Mrs. Reagan's letter:'1ix:~.and believe they are bad for health~ . :i:(< 
~says. "Declare that you will stay drug~;~'.!:/ •· · · . ·. ·.· , ·. ', . ·.· ;· ; • · <' ·.; '. ··~~ 
$free. At any cost. You're guaranteed toi,~2,. The survey also. foun,d. that, .at. the'.·~, 
~ win. And you'll be a hero ""!:'!, to 1yout Lfourth grade level,, students b~beve:;0: 
:i mother. and father, family and friends, '> · sch~ols are not a maJor S<?llrce of1nfor~ci'' 
} but most of all1 to yourself:' . · ... · . · ., ;i'· matton. about drugs beca11se most. drug.1;~ 
:· · .. ·.·• ... · •. '':.education programs .. are targeted at•?< 
f<. Also enclosed in the packet is a uc~r· •::'.'older students. They satd most o( their!;« 
·; tificate of Heroism:•. signed by Mrs.·:o'information •comes .from ·movies .. and\ 
!:. Reagan, for those who take part in thei:; .•.television and their families ..•. ' , . );{'. 
~,president's drug awarenessp~ogr.am. J·' · . ·· ... ·. .··· .. · · ··•· · •.· . ,:;~'.'{.' 
i. , · . . ·. . .· .· .. : . • 1,~;.. Motivation for trying dru~s and';!, 
(. The comic bo~k ~as ~evetoped. by}:C liquor in lower. grades apparently+:.: 
. Warner .CommumcatlQns DC Comics, ,:.·.£ .. comes from a desire to feel.older and tO•:•; 

,'..·Inc., of New York, wi~h .costs p~id by the ~;I• fit. in with othet children, the survey:.,t, 
~1 Keebler . ·Co. The artist was . George ',~t found. Ifi the ninth grade; the main moti• il 
:0• Perez,. and .Marv, W~lfman ;vv~ote. the ... / vatiori was qavit)ga,.gpqp,t~we,,:, i•iit d· 
~'· st9ry, !'hi ch depicts. young p~ople ·'.: . . . . t . , ' ... ·.. • ,: 
· unhapptly.caught. up m, severe d!:Ug; .• ·AseatlY:asth.efourth~rad~ •. about2S.;;,.t; 
:abuse:· , ,. :' • · i ' -"''"'""' ,,, :::··, "'' •• "n••:i;w·percent sa1d•th.~ldren the~rage feltpeet. 

.. .. . . .· .... . : :)!; ,,'1 pres~ure to; .tfY beer, wme, liquor or 
' Dr. Carlton· Turner, special assistant , : mariJuana. About. 75 , ~erc~nt of t~e 

··. to • President' lteagan . f,or drug abuse. 1t .. fou~th graders ·saw}'· r1s~ .mvol yed irt · . · 
policy, said at an Old Executive Office.· .. · · havm~ one . alco~.obc ·drink dally or 
Ruildina news conference arinouncin11 smokmg one marijuana cigarette daily;, 

'· ' ' 

.Jom nm PRESri>ENi;$:F,',~,; ,, ' 

.t>RtJGAWARENltsscAMPAI~N·,1· 
,''.wh:1>'t"":.y, .. 3~- ·;··,-. ' ·{ ::''._.'. :·.}"·}! .;. ~k~·f ·1.: 

t-3 
g; 
~ en ::r: 
~ 

'GJ 
' t-3 
·~ 

t-3 
'H 
~ ,ffi 
, ·C/) 

E3 
·rD 
'Cll 

> 
~ ,...,, .,_.. 

t-.J 
.Ci\ ... -
I.... 
,\C e 



:1 

, , :c:"'•,·:~('~~.~":.'i.: 1r~·5~··~n:' 1:::;;·.f"~.t'._ .':;<:,_··.·:,in '~<.~ .... ·:··~~-'·:··~"f·.c" .-~~,.~~~,_,,~,.,:~-rr·::::·.:·:_:' .. ;:.:"-\· .<:~.~~ :" } .. /·~: ~.·0·~:.:·~i .. {'.\·:·~:~"·· ·:.-:·:·:'· · ~---~-·-:r:~-·~"- :;~-·~~tili 

r·D' . • .t ' .b. ,,'·ti,: • , . i;...:.~·-~)::r:t(:{:~~~ 
'. IS r1 u · on SLi:t• ~ · ' .. :f'~.~~ 

:of cOmic,boOk':'fu Cllt~f~, 
t;m~~·g·· ·us" e··,b:!~-· · ·c· • hil. • ~~e'.·,.':n·'·:t'.~J~: 
tu.l~U · · · . . u.i· · ... ·.·. 
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iBYAWASHINGTONTIMESSTAFFWAITER' .·· .. ~ ....•. · .. . ·,· , •'• ''·'" ·~·,:>.~·c·\ir1 
· National public school distribution of''-':~ ihe program that it is the first step in an :v 
a hard-hitting anti~drug comic book and{.,~: a~ministrationdrive,to enlisUhehelp of d. 
supplementary teaching aids featuring l,; private corporationsin mountingdrug:•t::' 

i~ '.'The f1ew Then Titans" be~an yesterdayt;~ ~ducation ·proje«t~ in. the, classl'Qdm: ·t~i~' 
t m, !I joint .effort of the White H_ouse and }~-'i/ , Fu titre prbject$ incltid~ one, for ·firtfl.l~?Y 
... private industry to overcome peer,}' grade pupils.by IBfyi and another·fot">· 
,. gr?UP press~re a~d .steer f()urtbr:gradejp1, children in the sbttlf grade bY.: thtN' 
);~hddren away from drug abuse. . ;;<,,r)'National Soft. Drink Bottlers .Associ1;·)~.:' 
·· ..•. Copies of the comic:bookare beipg';e~ation;Turner'said.' . /,I,}? ;' ·;f;~~·. 
I sent . by the Education Department. to:i~~i·, .Also attendiilg the. n~}\'s· c6nfereric~:1 
y.35,~00 e!eme!,ltary sc~ool~,.arpund the ~.;.:was Terry -~Botton 1 • editor of tbei;' 
, . n!'lt10~ with.a Dear Friend c;:oyer!etter,~~f:;;'classroom publieadon,'WMkly Reader;~'.~ 

signed by first<Ia_dy Nancy R~ag~._~ho ;• who reported a recent survey of elemen~" 
has taken a leading interest in fighting ;.;tary. school· .students· showing that,:{ 

[;;drug abuse among young p~ople.. .. .• :i.'li;{fourth graders .Jeel ·significant· peetf 
1 "Don't let anyone tell you that you ~•:: pfessureJo. tr~ alcohol and marijuana:&': 

can't be a hero:· Mrs. Reagan's letter~\i: and believe they are badJothealth .... '~',· 
~;says. ''.Declare that you will stay drug-;Jl;\;::. , .. . . · · :· · : :•. '· ,· · / · l'+l; 
~free. At any cost. You're guaranteed toi,;.\';s· ·. The survey also found.· that, at .d1~f• 
~win, And you'll be. a hero._,,· to ,,yout:r~L fourth grade .level,: students. belteve~;h; 
f mother, and father, family and friend~. V~ sch~ols are not a maJor source oqnfor-l~ti• 
'•but most of all· to yourself?'· . .·. • ,;.:• matton.about drugs b,ect\u.se.rnostdrug.!~i 
t · 1 

• .. · ·· . : •'h•·~.educatton programs are target!-'ld at\,;, 
~·~ Also enclosed in the packet is a "C~r-:.~~tolder students. they sajd mo$t of their:~# 
.. tificate of Heroism:• signed by Mrs'.· ; information •comes from movies and:"; 
; Rea~an, for those who take patt in_ the:;, television and their.families> : ·) . : ~{¥·. 
b president's drug awareness program. · }'i'; · · . , ·. · . . < • : .· • ·· ":j<.·' 
1. . . . . . , , .. • · ·. . ·· ·•;•'> Motivation for lrying drugs and:: 
V The comic bo«?k "!as ~evetoped. by·\:•i:liquor _in lower.; gra.~es.apparentIY;) 
· •. Warner Commum~tions DC .com1cs1.c;,. comes from a .desire to. feel cilder and to. ,,. 

Inc., of New York, w1~h costs paid ~Y the ,;. ~· fit·. in with other .. children~ the sUJ:vef,~> 
1· Keebler · Cor The artist was George,,k,: found. In the ninth grade, the main moti•t •a 
"i Perez, and . Marv, Wolfinaq :}"rote the >;\ vadori :w:as ~avitJg a: g~, t.lm~. 1; . 1,"; ; ,.J. 
~·•story, ~hicb depicts . young P1'lople ,t . . ... ·. f . \ ··. · · . . ·.· · , 

unhappily· caught up m severe. drug<.. As earlY,_as the fou~tb ~rad~, about.25,~ 
· abtise:- • !' i ''.• ,< I '•1 ->"'.'Hr<•: .;,. <' "1 <~ : ''"•:;'·~~.'.~'~percent satd·~h~Jdfel'lttJe~rage ,felt t)e~f' 
··· · .. ·· · '· · · , · . _ · · ;·, :: .. : ·f,, ,•1y •. ~ti .. pressure to• ~ty bf!er, wme, liquor or : 

•:' .. :... ,·' •,•',, 

Dr. Carlton 1\imer, special assistant L; marijuana. About. 75 , percent of the• 
'· to .President !leagan ·f.or. drug abuse 'f; fourth graders saw·.artis~ .involved in , 

policy, said at an Old Executive Office·" havin~ one alco~obc ·drink daily. or,,,. " . . . , .,, 
Building news conference arinouncipg srnokm~ one marijuana, ~i~a~ette daily.;· ' ••llllllll•••••lllllllll••••••••-••.....,;-.,.-..-ia61.-----
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