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Date: 8/10/84 

TO: DICK HAUSER 

FROM: KATHERINE CAMALIER 
Staff Assistant to 
James A. Baker, III 

0 Information 

Rf Action 

Please respond on behalf of Jim 
Baker as you deem appropriate, 
with a copy to me for our files. 

Thanks. 



W. HENSON MOORE 
6TH 01STRICT, LOUISIANA 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

SUBCOMMITTEES; 

HEALTH-RANKING MEMBER 

SELECT REVENUE MEASURES 

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE AND 
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 

PERSONAL 

4Congtess of tbe Wnittb ~tatcs 
~oust of l\tpttstntatibts 
8a5bington9 119.ft. 20515 

August 2, 1984 

The Hon. James A. Baker III 
Chief of Staff and 

Assistant to the President 
The White House Office 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Jim: 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

2183 RAYBURN House OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20515 
(202) 225-3901 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

236 FEDERAL BUILOING 

750 FLORIDA STREET 

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70601 
(504) 344-7679 

MOBILE OFFICE 

HAMMOND TELEPHONE 

(504) 345-4929 

The matter of the commutation of the sentence of Gil 
Dozier continues to plague us in Louisiana. I have enclosed 
some additional newspaper stories, editorials, letters to 
the editor, and letters from strong Republican supporters 
as an indication of the seriousness of the problem. 

With kindest personal regards, I remain 

WHM:cj 

Enclosures 

W. Henson Moore 
Member of Congress 



State Times/Morning Advocate 
525 Lafayette Street 
Post Office Box 588 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821 

Editor, Morning Advocate: 

July 3, 1984 

(LETTER TO THE EDITOR) 

Gill Dozier's grant of executive clemency in the form of commutation by 
President Reagan on the recorrnnendation of U. S. Attorney General William Smith 
is, at best, shortsighted and ill conceived. 

It is obvious that although our constitution provides for equal protection 
under the law, Dozier, because of money and influence, has obtained for' himself 
more equal protection and due process than other like criminals. 

It is interesting to note the list of influential people recommending 
commutation did not include witnesses, jurors 1 or prosecutors in his trial. Did 
our Attorney General or President ask the dozens of individual people, who were 
direct victims of Dozier's extortion attempts~ what they thought concerning this 
commutat~on? Ask the people who had to pay for Auction Barn Charters, or be 
closed down; ask the Cattlemen, the Diaryman's Association, the Architectural 
firms, the Crop Dusters and anyone else Dozier could swindle. Ask the working 
people of this State about Gill Dozier. 

This is the man convicted of using the Louisiana Department of Agriculture 
in a pattern of racketeering; the man who was convicted on three counts of extor­
tion for using the same department like a "Ca13h Register" for his own personal gain. 
This is the man who tried to bribe a Federal juror to gain a new trial and this is 
the man whose sentence President Reagan and the Justice Department chose to conunute. 

We have had a public trial, a public conviction, a public sentence, and now, 
an apparently successful back-door deal to spring him after only two ye~rs of im­
prisonment. 

This commutation is a "slap in the face" to the integrity of our criminal 
justice system, to the people of this State and to the jurors who sat on this case. 
The criminal justice system worked locally because of the jurors and people who 
were directly involved and who applied good common sense. It is too bad the officials 
presently in power, from the Attorney General to the White House, lackeq that same 
common sense. 

Former Assistant District Attorney, 
Former Assistant U. S. Attorney 

\.id~~uflcl.~/~ 
Richard S. Thomas 
339 Florida Street, Suite 500 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70801 





CAPITAL VA.LYE & FITTING CO., INO. 
BA.TON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 

DOB JENNINGS July 23, 1984 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 

Dear President Reagan: 

I am a member of the Republican Eagles, and as such I 
am in agreement or very sympathetic, to almost anything 
you would do. 

I find it however impossible to understand why you 
would reduce the sentence of Gilbert Dozier from 18 
years to 6 years, without having someone first review 
the implications of such a move with Representative 
Henson Moore or Bob Livingston. 

This man was fairly convict~d of extortion and 
racketeering by a Federal Judge in our city, who 
probably enjoys more respect from the people than any 
other Federal Judge in our state. The sentence which 
he established was in no way out of line for the crime 
involved. 

Additionally, I find it impossible to understand why 
someone at the White House level will not furnish 
Representative Moore with information regarding this 
reduction in Gilbert Dozier's sentence. I accept the 
fact that there could possibly be some reason why the 
people generally, should not be advised. However, it 
is impossible to understand why Representative Moore 
should not have that information. 

I think it is important that you understand that this 
reduction of Gilbert Doziers federal sentence is about 
as popular in Louisiana, with Republicans and Democrats 
alike, as the plague. 

RDJ: jls 

cc: Mike Curb 
.fffinson Moore 

\. - '" -., .__,, '>-1:. ' . ' t- - "''' ·~, !,»' 



HUGH G. OLIVER 

Lawyer & Notary 
528 4th Street • P. 0. Box 511 
Westwego, LA 70094 

341-5811 

Rep. Henson Moore 
House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Henson: 

July 3, 1984 

I just read about Mrs. Burford being rehired and Dozier being pardoned. 

Some possibilities arise. 

Billy Cannon was the major Doz;ier booster in Baton Houge so why not think 
of Gil as Secretary of the Treasury. 1 am sure he could hire Billy as No. 
1 advisor on currency. 

Or check ~ck on Gil's experience as a builder of housing for the aged in 
J~nnings (pre-agriculture)_ He got the city to pa.y in full before the job 
was finished. There wa,s no bond and the job was finally finished according 
to what I was told in Jennings by taking a mite out of each month's rent 
from the aged inhabitants. 

That background might qiJ.alify Gil as chief of the division of services for 
the aged in Social Secu:.ritv Administration., 

A continuation of moves like the above by Mr. Reagan could make the voters 
happy to go the the polls and vote Hattie McDaniel for president and Boy Geovge 
V-P so long as they were Democrats. ' 0 ~ 

[ l / 
I / 

/ 

Hu iVer 

HO/er 



John D. Gwin 
17134 Chadsford Avenue 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Reagan: 

July 6, 1984 

I am extremely disappointed with your decision to 
commute the sentence of Gil Dozier, former Agri­
cultural Commissioner of Louisiana. Louisiana has 
had an earned reputation for dishonest government 
for years and this decision will do nothing to 
abate that reputation. 

It is inconceivable that your advisors would ignore 
the recommendations of the United States Attorney 
and the trial judge in this commutation decision. 

I have been a registered Republican since I began 
to vote in the mid-1960s and I have always sup­
ported the Republican Party. I will continue to 
support local Republican candidates but in November 
I will not cast my vote in the Presidential 
election. 

Sincerely, 

JDG:law 

*''' c: Congressman Henson Moore 



GEOHGE MATHEWS 
P. 0. BOX 3177 

BATON HOUGE LOUISIANA 70821 

June 30, 1984 

Mr. Frank Fahrenkopf, Chairman 
Republican National::ComnJittee 
310 First Street, S. E. 
Washington D. C. 20003 

Dear Mr. Fahrenkopf: 

This will refer to you letter of June 20~ 1984~ request~ng 
that I attend the Republican NationaJ Cinvention and assist 
in reachfng the party's budget goal for the first six 
months of 1984. 

Unfortunately, the action taken by President Reagan on 
June 22 in commuting the prison sentence of Gilbert L, 
Dozier, Louisiana's former Conunissioner of Agriculture, 
from eighteen to six years, is so shocking and disgrace­
ful that I not only reject your requests, but now seri­
ously consider leaving the Republican Party. 

I have voted for and supported every Republican presi­
dential nominee beginning with Wendell Willkie in 1940, 
but this unbelievable action by Mr. Reagan is too much, 
It embarrasses the State of Louisiana, the presiding 
judge in the Dozier trial, the prosecuting U. S. Attor­
ney and thousands of Louisiana citizens. 

Gilbert Dozier is a criminal who was convicted (while a 
state-wide elected official) not only of racketeering 
in the shakedowns of auction barn charter applicants, 

· pesticide license applicants, crop dusters, dairy and 
livestock officials, and private consultants, but ther~­
after of trying to subvert a member of the jury that con­
victed him! 

You might not remember the 1960 presidential election, 
Mr. Fahrenkopf, when John Kennedy defeated Richard Nixon 
by only some 100,000 votes out of a total of more than 
68,000,000 votes cast. I do, and the Dozier commutation 

scandal may just mean the defeat of Ronald Reagan in 1984. 

cc: 



616 Linden St. 
Shreveport, La. 71104 
July 5, 1984 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Reagan: 

I am one of your most ardent supporters and would find it 
very difficult not to vote for you in November, but I 
am greatly disturbed by your recent action in reducing 
the sentence of former Louisiana Commissioner of Agricul­
ture Gil Dozier. We in Louisiana are plagued with more 
than our share of corrupt government officials, and some 
are finally being caught and punished. Honest citizens 
of our state have had reason to be hopeful when Mr. Dozier 
and others like him have been dealt with harshly. My 
feelings are shared by many who are greatly disappointed 
in you. I am enclosing a recent editorial from the 
Shreveport Times that speaks for many Louisianians. 
As it says, we are owed an explanation for this affair. 

Yours truly, 

B€~Mr~~~enstein 
Enclosure 

, ' . 
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222 Lake St., P.O. Box 222, Shreveport, La. 71130 . 
. ' . .. . . . , 

Founded from weekly newspapers published since 1839; ' 
; published as The Times daily and Sunday since 1871 ; 

The Times Editorial Board · 
W. Howard Bronson, Jr, · 

. President and Publisher · 

ndumond McDa~iel 
Editor . · · , . 

·Jim Montgomery 
Editorial Page E.ditor 

. , 

f'. •; 
'. 

! " the convictions. The DOzier 
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sentence 
Then came word last week that 12 years of Doz- ~ 

ier's sentence had been cut off by executive 
clemency - which makes him eligible for parole 
almost immediately. According to the Associated 
Press, U.S. , Attorney General William French 
Smith recommended that the sentence be reduced 

' 'MYSTIFIED" is probably the best word t.o .. to only six years. A Justice Department staff at-
. describe. the reaction to President ~ torney said that keeping Dozier in prison would · 

Ronald Reagan's reduction of Gil Dozier's prison , serve "no appreciable rehabilitative purpose nor · 
sentence. And you can follow "mystified" with · would it deter others from committing similar 
"angry." By what reasoning should the former crimes," the AP reported. On that recommen­
Louisiana Commissioner of Agriculture be given •· dation, President Reagan signed the clemency or-
clemency? None that we can'discern. der. · 

Dozier was convicted in 1980 on one count of None of the arguments for clemency really hold 
racketeering and three counts of extortion. He was . up. Dozier was not sent to prison to be rehabili­
sentenced to 10 years in prison, plus probation. tated. He was sent to be punished. And if the 
Then, U.S. District Judge Frank Polozola added specialfavorgrantedtosomeonewhoonceheldof­
eight more years to the sentence after a hearing on flee isn't a signal that punishment is less for the · 
charges that Dozier tried to win a new trial by high and mighty than it is for the common man, we 
coercing a juror to claim there had been ir- don't know what else to call it - and that, in turn, 
regularities. Dozier was found guilty of squeezing · undermines both respect for, and fear of, the law 
money out of businessmen who were regulated by .and punishment. , 
his department. U.S. Rep. Henson Moore of Louisiana, among 

Technically, it's called "white-collar crime," others, wants to get to the bottom of this to find out 
but this is hardly on the same scale as a bank clerk why the president signed the order and why the 
who embezzles a few thousand dollars. Dozier's Justice Department recommended it. As Moore 
convictions stemmed directly from abuses of his put it, "This is a public matter. It was a public '· 
power as an elected public official - which is to crime, a public trial and a public sentence. Any ,; 
say abuses of the public trust given to him by Lou- commutation of the sentence should be public as 
isiana's voters. Topping that came prosecutors' well." We agree completely, and the sooner a full 
charges that he tried to interfere with the trial jury . explanation is made, the better. Right now, the , 
process. The 18-year sentence was appropriate for whole affair is reprehensible. ; \ 

. . ~ 
• J 
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Reagan-Bush 
315 Russe 11 
First C 
Wa ·ngton, 

Sl1irley Bartlett 
5 l 7 3 Woodside Drive 

Baton Houge, Louisinna 70808 

July 6, 1984 

Re- ion Cammi ttee 
nate Office Building 

Streets, NE 
DC 20510 

Dear Senator laxalt: 

As a member of the Republican National Committee, I 
want to express my disappointment in President Reagan's 
recent action commuting the sentence of Gilbert L. Dozier, 
fonner Agriculture Commissioner for the State of Louisiana. 

Mr. Dozier is typical of those who get elected to 
public office and then use the office for their own private 
gain. He was given a fair trial and found guilty, and it is 
my opinion that he should serve his time--a11 of it. It 
isn't fair to the decent people of this state who are 
dedicated state workers and public servants. It makes a 
mockery of our justice system. 

Yours very truly, 

,J~4~ 
(Miss} Shirley Bartlett 

cc: Honorable W. Henson Moore 
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Monday Editorials July 2, 1984 

CHARLES T. BEAIRD 
Publisher 

. . "'":.'. ·. ~ 

•_...I ; ~. 

STANLEY.A. TINER 
Editor 

·.,, ., 

·BAILEY THOMSON 
Editor of the editorial page 

Your local Newspaper 
This newspaper is locally owned. having been founded on January 1. 1895. 

'* 
4·A 

Editorials below present the opinions of the Editorial Board. Commentary. cartoons 
and letters reflect the views of the individual writers. Letters are welcome. 
Ouredctressis P.O. Box 31110,Shrevepol'l. louiSiana. 71130. 

Reagan and. Dozier 
Red~cing the former ag commissioner's sentence 

by two~.thirds mocks tough talk on law and order. . . '• ' ~ . . 

" ' 

.GIL OOZIER'S wrongdoing hardly fits 
· the run-oMbe-mlll variety of white-col­
lar crime. 

·A jury convicted Louisiana's former 
commissioner of agriculture on three 
counts-of racketeering and extortion. As. 
it was, the judge sentenced biln to five 
yeal"S each on only two of those counts. 

Dozier then~...; 'another eigh~ years · 
after ,prosec1itors ·dwjed him 'With at .. 
tempting ti> tamper with the )ury that 
had coovieted hl.m.. While on bond await· 
U.g . his appeal. Dozier allegedly ap­
proached a juror and tried to persuade 
bU:n to lie about the jury's foreman in an 
effort to have his trial declared void. 

So how much of this 18-year sentence 
will Dozier serve? , 

Perhaps little more than 18 months, 
thanks to the beneficence of Ronald Re­
agan, the nation's No. 1 law~and-order 
man. 

In an aetion that stunned the presi­
dent's admirers and every1;>ne els4; Re­
agan reduced Dorler's sentence from 18 

, years to six, thereby maldng the former 
politician eligible immediately for par-
ole. . c · • .. . , 

, There is lemency ana mercy. and then 
there is letting criminals off the hook too 
easily. Let us understand that Reagan•s 
deed. falls into the latter category, and as 
such adds another embarrassing chapter · 
to the Gil Dozier story. In s~ging the 
door prematurely, :the president bs' 
done 60Ciety a disservice. . ~ 

-(Hard to stomach also was the specta­
de of New Orleans' mayor and the presi­
dents of two large state universities lin­
iQg up to be character witnesses for Doz­
ier. Wby not bear insteadfrom the busi­
nessmen whosufferedfromhisextortion 
schemes?) 

Dozier drew a toDg sentence because 
be committed a senes of serious mmes 
and abused the good office that voters 
bad entrusted him with. " · ... 

~ ' ~ , 

Even at that, he was not thrown in with 
common criminals to serve his time in a 
typical prison. Rather, he bas made his 
restitution at one of the less repressive 
institutions that the federal government 

. reserves for white.collar crimirials. 

Tbe administration ~Y argued 
that.keeping Dozier in prison would ser­
ve neither rehabilitation nor deterrence. 
This is curious, for hardly anyone these 
days bolds up rehabilitation as the pfin.. 
cipal purpose of prisons. · · 

And one could certainly take another 
point of view on the matter of deterrence 
in tl1is case. It seems that the meSs.age 
here is that no matter how bad. poli­
ticians behave weou,gbttolet them off 
quickly. . 

In cutting off two-thirds of Dozie;i"s 
sentence, the Reagan administration bas 
shown the hypocrisy of its law-and-order 
rhetoric. One mu.st •onder about a SJ> 
tem of justice that sbpws -such obvious . 
favoritism to those •·co:me trom biih·. 

. places. 



JOHN KEAN 

P.O. Box 3677 

.BATON ROUGE, J,OUISL\,NA 70021 

July 2, 1984 

Representative Henson Moore 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Henson: 

I think the commutation of the sentence of Gil Dozier 
is one of the worst things that could happen to the 
state of Louisiana. 

I would like to hear from you how the foregoing could 
possibly have happened. What was the justification 
for such an act? We, the citizens of Louisiana and 
our families, need protection from such as Gil Dozier 
and for him to have his "light" sentence commuted is 
unbelievable. 

I know you have a tough job, but I would greatly appre­
ciate an explanation from you of the above. 

Sincerely, 

/ ) 

/John Kean 

kdb 



QUALITY ENGINEERING SERVICES 
QUALITY MANUALS 

QUALITY PLANNING 
QUALITY AUDITS 

QUALITY COSTS 

FRED G. BRUNE 
(504) 443·3367 30 June 1984 

Attorney General William French Smith 
Department of Justice 
Cons ti tu.tion Ave. & 10th Street N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 50530 
Dear Mr. Smith: 

Subject: Executive clemency~ for Gil Dozier on 22 June 1984. 

221 0 38th STREE 
KENNER, LA. 7006: 

Want'.to object to the clemency - not on the basis.of the 
individual - but as an elected official of a type common here in 
Louisiana. 

It is clear that whomever did the investigation, does not 
understand how things have been here since Huey p. Long, nor why 
the sentence was necessary. 

Born in Ohio and a strong supporter of Bob Taft in the 19JO's 
it was a real culture shock to come here in 1962 and see wh~t elected 
officials could do. People here had been taught not only to' expect 
cheating by elected officials; but to accept it ! 

Pushed by a non-government public crime commission the 
local parishes did elect D. A. 's that cleaned up Jefferson in the 
196Q's (west of New Orleans). In the 1970's much was done to clean 
up the French Quarter and New Orleans. But nothing much was done at 
the state level until the Federal Task Forces nailed a #2 man to 
Edwards and the local ~afia boss in the '80's. This then was follow­
ed by Gil Dozier. 

Dozier was not only into extorting and racketerring - but 
while out on bail, threatened a juror (with murder). Am sure that 
Dozier's sentence was high compared to other states - but the crime 
elsewhere is the unusual, while here it is the norm. w'hile the sent­
ence for the racket boss and the number 2 man to Edwards were light; 
that for Dozier was tough and seemed to be having some effect. For 
example, the State Police recently arrested East Carroll Parish Sher­
iff Johnnie Lee Bridges for cospiring to murder incoming Sheriff 
Dale Renicker. (The links between the Mafia, unions and elected 
officials kept everyone worried and in-line for year's). 

If trie Justice department did not want to ask their Task 
Force about Dozier and the tough sentence before recommending clemen­
cy; they at least could have talked with Congressmen Moore and Living­
dton for their opinions ? You have with this one act set Law and 
Order back in Louisiana about 20 year's ! 

cc 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylviana Ave. 
Washington, D.c. 20500 

Sincerely, 

Fred G. Brune PE 

Why didn't some on the Wnite House staff 
check with the congressmen before you let 
the President sign it ?????? 



.. 

LCR Corporation 
Distributor of Plumbing 
Pipe, Valve and Fitting 
Products for 
Residential, Commercial and 
Industrial Construction 

Corporate Office 
6232 Siegen Lane 
P. 0. Box 951 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821 
(504) 292-9915 

J. D. Lyle 
July 3, 1984 President 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

Enclosed is an editorial appearing in a Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, newspaper (July 1, 1984) that I think 
accurately expresses the sentiment of numerous Republican 
businessmen such as myself. A reduction of the federal 
prison sentence imposed on former Louisiana State 
Agricultural Commissioner, Gilbert L. Dozier, despite 
the so-called 11 character recommendations" from prominent 
Louisiana politicians, is simply outrageous! Mr. Dozier 
has to be one of the most reprehensible characters in 
the annals of Louisiana politics, and that as you know 
covers a lot of ground. It will most certainly send a 
clear signal to other Louisiana politicians who are tempted 
to do the same. 

Sincerely, 

J. D. Lyle 

JDL: kmv 

Enc. 

cc: Rep. W. Henson Moore,,.{~---



3-B SUND AV ADVOCATE, Baton Rouge, La., Jnly I,· 

I Editorials 

System's in enough trouble 
as·"it stands without this 
Presfdent Reagan, relying on a recommendation by 
Attomey General William French Smith, wo11nd 11p making 
a distinctly wrong decision this week when he signed 
commutation papers ~XCllSing former state Agricultural 
Comm,issioner Gil Dozier from two-thirds of the lB·year 
federal prison term he was serving for racketeering and 
extortion convictions and for attempting to influence the 
jury which arrived at those convictions. 

The president's acceptance of Smith's recommendation 
trim.SDozier's prison term to six years. It also makes the 
former agricwture commissioner eligible immediately for 
the parole which the U.S. Parole Commission refused him 
as rei:ently as four months ago. U.S. parole regulations and 
the commuted sentence combine to virtually assure Dozier 
his freedom after two years of his 18-year term which he 
completed serving on the day the commutation was signed. 

The Department of Justice decision in Dozier's case was 
formally oppnsed by sentencing U.S. Judge Frank J. 
Polo:zola and prosecuting U.S. District Attorney Stanford 
0. Bardwell. The move to effect Dozier's early release was' 
assisted by letters of character recommendations from 
LSU President Martin L. Woodin, USL President Ray 
Authement and Mayor Earnest Moria! of New Orleans. 

U.S. Attorney John Vot.z in New Orleans advised Justice 
Department investigators that Dozier should be given 
commutation consideration because he cooperated with 
federal investigators in another case. He did not name the 
casep has Dozier testified as a prosecution witness in any 
feder.Jll trial. Such cooperation in balance does not seem 
wortl forgiving two-thirds of an entire prison term. 

Till Department of Pardons staff attorney said Attorney 
Geootal's Smith recommendation and President Reagan's 
approval were based on a decision that Dozier would not be 
appreciably rehabilitated and that crime would not be 
greatly deterred by keeping him in federal prison. He said 
weight was also given to the fact that Dozier had paid the 
$25,0~0 fine also imposed lL!I part of his !!001.eoce. 

Wl!ltever Dozier's state of rehabilltatiori~ter two years 
at tlu! minimum security federal facility f11 Fort Worth, 
communting his sentence in this manner~ send a signal 
to politicans - especially some in these pal'fS - that it just 
miglif be worth taking the chance to fill !Ip a campaign 
ches~)y shaking down businesses regulatelj by the offices 
theyilold. And contacting jury members in ~ll effort to win 
a new trial from a conviction might be wlirtb risking the 
payriient of a fine. • 

One of Dozier's lawyers, himself a former presidential 
pardon attorney, hailed the commutation ll!! ine result of a 
"'good, meritorious case" because "the sente!lce was way, 
way'tkyond an apppropriate" one. What deM1se attorney, 
it might be asked, feels that his client's sentence is an 
appropriate one? Or that his client's case i.;S not both good 
and 1fleritorious? 

Juifge Polozola's recorded objections to commuting 
Dozier's sentence are the most valid ones of all and are 
quitecapplicable. The action does indeed seriously Interfere 
with'.Fhe administration of justice and the integrity of the 
jury s}istem. This sentence reduction does indeed lessen the 
seri011Sness of the offenses for which Dozier was convicted 
- a conviction which survived several appeals. 

Bl.\t worst of all, chopping off two-thirds of a duly 
imposed prison sentence for the insufficient reasons 
advanced can only reduce public confidence in the criminal 
justice system. And there's enough being done to diminish 
thalaS it ls without the justice system itself adding to the 
volume. 



FAMILY ME:DICAL. SURGICAL CENTER. INC. 
W. L.. FOUNDS. M.O. 

R . .J. OOSTA. M.O. 

G. F'. FOUNDS. M.O. 

P. O. BOX 1047 MANY. L.A. 71449 PHONE 318·256-5648 

The Honorable W. Henson Moore 
United States House of Representatives 
House Office Building 
Washington, District of Columbia 20515 

Dear Henson: 

July 24, 1984 

I have been chairman for the Republican Party here in Sabine Parish 
for the past twenty years and have enthusiastically worked during each election 
for the Republican candidate, and certainly President Reagan has been my champion 
for a number of years. However, I was tremendously disappointed with the 
commutation of Gil Dozier's sentence. 

Of the many crimes a politician can commit, I think that his was the 
most reprehensible, and it has disturbed me to the point that I don't want to 
continue in Reagan's campaign. Without a doubt, I will continue to work for the 
election of President Reagan, but I don't have the enthusiasm that is 11eeded to 
make his campaign successful. 

I am sure that I am not the only one who has these feelings. I agree 
with you that an explanation is needed for this action. 

WLF:jds 

Respectfully, 

Warren L. Founds, M.D. 
Chairman of the Republican Party 

of Sabine Parish 
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GEORGE J. DESPOT 
State Chairman 

The Republican Party of Louisiana 

July 3, 1984 

The Honorable Henson Moore 
2404 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Henson: 

Enclosed are editorials from both Shreveport papers. 

The Journal Editorial is not consequential because 
its~ circulation and readership is low. 

The Times, however, is well read and very influen­
tial. 

My immediate concern is that this particular action 
by the White House may have an effect on our funding. 
The bulk of our finances for this years campaign 
come from the major donors. 

By and large, our major contributors trust us and 
we may be able to handle this, but, I keep getting 
the feeling or implication that, for the right price, 
we can be bought. 

By the end of the month we should be able to measure 
the actual impact with our finance membership. 

GJD/sh 

Enclosures 

1805 Beck Building • Shreveport, Louisiana 71101 
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The TimesEd"dorial Board 
W. Howard Bronson, Jr. 
President end Publiiber 

··222 Lake St., P.O. Box 222, Shreveport, La .. 71130 
. · '.R~ymond McDaniel 
· Editor 

·Founded from weekly newspapers published since 1839; · 
published as The Times daily and Sunday since 1871 

· 3im Montgomery 
EdttoriOI Page Editor 

The Dozier 
sentence 

the convictions. '· · 
Then came word last week that 12 years of Doz­

ier's lSeDtence bad been cut off by executive 
clemency - :which makes him eligible for parole 
almost immediately. According to the Associated 
Press, U.S. Attorney General William French 
Smith recommended that the sentence be reduced 

''MYSTIFIED" is probably the best word to to only six years. A Justice Department staff at-
describe the reaction to President tomey said that keeping Dozier in prison would 

Ronald Reagan's reduction of Gil Dozier's prison . serve "no appreciable rehabilitative purpose nor 
sentence. And you can follow .. mystified" with would it deter others from committing similar 
"angry." By what reasoning should the former crimes," the AP reported. On that recommen­
Louisiana Commissioner of Agriculture be given dation, President Reagan signed the clemency or-
clemency? None that we can discern. " · der. 

Dozier was convicted in 1980 on one count of None of the arguments for clemency really bold 
racketeering and three counts of extortion. He was -11p. Dozier was not sent to prison to be rehabili­
sentenced to 10 years in prison, plus probation. tated. He was sent to be punished. And if the 
Then, U.S. District Judge· Frank Polozola added 'Specialfavorgrantedtoso~newhooncebeldof­
eigbt more years to the sentence after a bearing on fice isn't a sjgna1 that punishment is less for the 
charges that Dozier tried to win a new trial by high and mighty than it is for the common man, we 
coercing a juror to claim there bad been ir- don't know what else to call it - and that, in turn, 
regularities. Dozier was found guilty of squeezing unaermines both respect for. and fear of, the law 
mon~y out of businessmen who were regulated by . .and punishment. . . ... , .. ,,.':'" '~-·: -:~ .- ··v~ ,, ,, • 

·his department. · ·. U.S. Rep. ·Henson Moore .of LOOisiana; :.wDoog 
Technically, it's called "white-collar crime," others, wants to get to the bottom of this to find out 

but this is hardly on the same scale as a bank clerk why the president signed the order and why the 
who embezzles a few. thousand dollars. Dozier'.s Justice Department recommended it. ~ .Moore 
convictions stemmed directly from abuses of his put it, -nus is ii public matter . .It was a ,public 
p0wer as an elected public official - which is to · crime, a public trlal and a public sentence. Any • 
say abuses of the public trust given to him by Lou- commutation of the sentence should be public as 
isiana's voters. Topping that came prosecutors' well" We agree completely, and the sooner a full 
charges that he tried to interfere with the trial jury explanation is made, tbe better. Right now, the 
process. The 18-year sentence was appropriate for whole affair is reprehensible. 

"'), ~, " 
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Louisiana politics 
Sunday, July 8, 1984 The Times-Picayune A-23 

Rea an tuU--- "th- DOZ1er decision 
Cy JACK WARDLAW 
Capital bureau chief 

ATON ROUGE - Pres­
ident Heagan owes the 
people of Louisiana an 
explanation of his action 

in granting executive clemency to 
former state Agriculture Com· 
missjoner Gil Po~ier. 

Unless the administration has 
a better story than it has put for­
ward so far, the Nov. 6 pre:;iden­
tial election in Louisiana - in 
which up to now Reagan 
appeared to have a mortal lock 
on the state's 10 electoral votes 
- may turn into a horse race. 

The political fallout also may 
give Louisiana's two Republican 
congressmen, Bob Livingston of 
New Orleans and Henson Moore 
of Baton Rouge, something to 
v;orry about, although neither so 
far has attracted well financed 
opposition. 

The U.S. Justice Department 
announced last week that the 
president had cut 12 years from 
Dozier's 18-year federal prison 
term, making him eligible for 
parole perhaps as early as Octo· 
ber. 

Dozier, of Baton Rouge, has 
been behind bars since June 1982 
after being convicted in 1980 of 
racketeering and extortion for 
squeezing money from businesses 
regulated by his department. He 
was sentenced to five venrs on 
each of two counts, and 
more years were added to 

[Jnless ad1ninistration has a better storj 
than it put forward so far, the presiden-
tial election in Louisiana rnay turn into a 
horse race. 

sentence after prosecutors said 
Dozier, free on appeal bond, tried 
to coerce one of the juror;,; iu his 
case to lie about alleged irregular­
ities during the trial. 

Ever since the ,Justice Depart­
ment acted. '£1,foore h1s been try­
ing to get department officials to 
release its files on the case, with­
out success. Moore said last week 
he isn't giving up. 

"This is a public matter. It 
was a public crime, a public trial 
and a public Rentence." ivfoore 
said. "Any commutation of sen­
tence should be public as well." 

A Justice Department spokes­
man said the federal Privacy Act 
protects pernons who wrote Jet­
te rs in favor of Dozier's early 
release. Those include Mavor 
Dutch M orial. · 

Dozier's original sentence was 
for 10 years in prison. 1t was 
increased by lLS. District Judge 
Frank J. Polozola after the 
alleged incident with the juror 
without Dozier'g actuaily being 
convicted of an additional 
offonce. Polozo!a incre~1sed the 
sentence to lS years o!' grounds 
that Dozier hud vioht<:d his r-ro­
h "'lt )('.I", 

Without Reagan's clemency 
action, Dozier would not have 
been eligible for parole until April 
24, 1987. With the clemency, he 
could get a parole hearing by 
August and perhaps be free by 
October. 

Since the .iustice Department 
action, fr,,~ case has taken a cou­
ple of mme bizarre turns. For one 
thing, it was disclosed that Dozier 
underwent colon surgery last 
week at a Texas hospital near the 
prison where he is serving his 
time. But there was no indication 
that Dozier's health had anything 
to do with his early release. 

On the other hand, there were 
a lot of hints - but no concrete 
information - that Dozier got 
special treatment in return for 
cooperating with the federal gov­
ernment in some other investiga­
tion. 

If that is the case, that would 
be a plausible explanation for 
some of the secrecy surrounding 
the situation. If there's an impor­
Lrnt investigation going on, fed-
0 rnl agents certainly wouldn't 
\'.':u:r w their hands. 

was the 1wcessity for announcin~ 
the clemencv action? If D(1zier 
isn't going t(; get out of jail untii 
October anyway, why not 
the wraps on things until the 
"investigation," if there is otw. 
bears fruit? In any event, not 
hoid things up until after the 
election? 

Then there was the role. if am" 
of John Cade, Reagan's 1980 
Louisiana campaign chairman, 
Cade originally told the press he 
hadn't talked to anvbodv in J he 
Reagan administr~tioi1 about 
Dozier. Then it came out that he 
talked on May 14 to Lynn ]'\(Jf­
ziger, a Reagan campaign aide. 
about the matter at a COP gath­
ering in Texas in May. 

Cade said Nofziger is not a 
part of the administration nnd 
that it was Nofziger who 
the matter up. But it's stili 
undear what this conversation i 
had to do with the early release, j 

In any case, Reagan hasl 
handed Louisiana Democrats a 
dandy campaign issue if j 
have the wit and will to use it. l 

' l 

And what about other Louisi· 
ana politicians who are in federal 
prisons? Jf Dozier deserves to go 
free, by what logic are Charlie 
Roemer and Mike O'Eeefe kept 
locked up? Is there some differ· 
ence in their offenses, or do th<'v 
just not have the right pnliticcil 
stroke? 

The public de~erve~ sorrn• 
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Plenty mad 
about .Dozier 
case decision 
Editor, Morning Advocate: 

I read the "Letters to the Editor" 
faithfully and I have been concerned that no 
one has written about Mr. Dozier. I was 
hoping someone more gifted and able to 
express his or her feelings would write 
about this matter. So from pure frustration, 
the following is my first letter to the editor. 

I'm mad. Maybe I'm the C\nly Louisiana 
citizen who is mad. Gil Dozier betrayed the 
people of this state. He demonstrated just 
how little respect he has for us, the law and 
the jury which convicted him. How can the 
penalty be "too severe?" The only people 
who thought it was "too severe" were other 
politicians. Murderers don't !>clieve in the 
death penalty. Politicians certainly don't 
believe in "political crimes." 

I would love to know why our two 
university presidents were motivated so 
strongly to get involved in the muck 
surrounding this man. Maybe it's hard for 
them to believe that their two schools helped 
produce a lawyer with no respect for the 
law. I assure them his crimes are as bad as 
they look. It's not like he didn't know what he 
was doing - three counts of extortion and 
trying to influence a juror to have his (Mr. 
Dozier's) conviction overturned. The juror 
who complained about that deserves a 
medal, but he better not hold his breath. 

Our two university presidents are small 
potatoes compared to Ronald Reagan. 
Imagine the president becoming involved in 
this matter. And now the White House says 
it's none of our business how they became 
involved in this travesty of justice. 

The statement has been made that Gil 
Dozier has been nhabilitated as much as 
possible and jail would serve no further 
purpose. Since when has our jail system 
been interested in rehabilitati-00? 

Why are "deterrent" jail sentences only 
good for common criminals? Such flagrant 
disregard for the law should carry the 
severest of penalties. Just how much has Mr. 
Dozier been rehabilitated anyway'? 

Now I read in the morning paper thal Mr. 
Dozier is helping the government in several 
cases. If that isn't the icing on the cake! 
Whose crimes could be worse than his? How 
can you believe him? He proved he would do 
almost anything not to go to jail. Why 
wouldn't he say anything to get out pf jail? If 
he was helping the government, why didn't 
they just say so? Why all the nonsense about 
letters from various people? And doesn't 
anyone care that the presiding judge, Judge 
Polozola, could find no reason to pardon this 
man'! 

Like I said, I'm mad and the sad part 
about all this is we probably never will 
really know why Mr. Dozier is free. 

Elaine Kilgore 
315 Brentwood Blvd. 

Lafayette 

Editor's Note: Mrs. Kilgore signs 
herself as "A Registered Voter and 
Housewife-in-Residence." 
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LETTERS 

Dozier commutation 
by Reagan labeled 
'shortsighted' at best 
Editor, State·Times: 

Gil Dozier's grant of executive clemency in the form 
of commutation by President Reagan on the 
recommendation of U.S. Attorney General William 
Smith is, at best, shortsighted ;:ind ill conceived. 

It is obvious that although our constitution provides 
for equal protection under the law, Dozier, because of 
money and influence, has obtained for himself more 
equal protection and due process than other like 
crimin;:ds. 

It is interesting to note the list of influential people 
recommending commutation did not include witnesses, 
jurors. or prosecutors in his trial. Did our attorney 
general or president ask the dozens of individual people, 
who were direct victims of Dozier's extortion attempts, 
what they thought concerning this commutation? Ask 
the people who had to pay for Auction Barn Charters or 
he closed down; ask the cattlemen, the Dairyman's 
Association, the architectural firms, the crop dusters 
and anyone else Dozier could swindle. Ask the working 
p<·ople of this state about Gil Dozier. 

- This is the man convicted of using the Lou!Slana 
Department of Agriculture in a pattern of racketeering; 
the man who was convicted on three counts of extortion 
for using the same department like a "cash register" for 
his own personal gain. This is the man who tried to bribe 
a federal ;uror to gain a new trial and this is the man 
whose sentence President Reagan and the Ju::.tice 
Department chose to commute. 

We have had a public trial, a public conviction, a 
public sentence, and now, an apparently successful 
back door deal to spring him after only two years of 
imprisonment. 

This commutation is a "slap in the face" to the 
integrity of our criminal justice system, to the people of 
tlus state and to the jurors who sat on this case. The 
criminal Justice system worked locally because of the 
jurors and the people who were directly involved and 
who applied good common sense. It is too bad the 
officials presently in power, from the attorney general 
to the White House, lacked that same common sense. 

Richard S. Thomas 
Former Assistant District Attorney 

Former Assistant U.S. Attorney 
339. Florida. St., $!lite ~00 
Baton Rouge, La. 70801 

This space is set aside for State-Times readers to 
express their views on current issues and problems in 
which they are interested. The State-Times is not 
responsible for opinions expressed In this column and 
readers are asked to be brief and courteous. Libelous 
and offensive personal attacks are taboo. Letters must 
be signed and bona fide address given. Please limit the 
lengths of letters to about 400 word!!, or about two 
typewritten, double-spaced pages. 



commentators that if they 
don't have anything to 
<;ay, just shut 

con1erence Ttrnrsdav that there was 
no evidence that drugs, aicohol or 
marital problems were factors in the 
shooting. 

''At this time, there is no known 

(See MASSACRE, 7 A) 

; 

, , 1<~ ....,__ \ ~~, I 

Rob~(Deleon of';l3aton Rouge) 
ary,.li Diddles! (Natalie 

yrud'homme of Hpuston). 

Dozier's sentenc not way out of line, official says 
By GIBBS ADAMS 
Advocate staff writer 

Statistics from the United States 
Courts fail to bear out a claim that 
former Agriculture Commissioner 
Gilbert Dozier·s federal sentences for 
extortion and racketeering are out of 
line with others for the same offenses. 

Both officials of the Justice 
Department and White House were 
quoted as saying Dozier's sentence was 
"disparate" when President Reagan 
last month cut the sentences from a 
total of 13 years to 6 vcars. 

The long sentences were given as a 
primary reason for reducing Dozier's 
term. 

Federal parole officers will again be 
comparing the length of Dozier's 
sentences with others an Aug. 6 

hearing to consider his paroie from the 
Fort Worth Federal Correctional 
Institute. He completed two years (one· 
third) of his sentence the day President 
Reagan signed the commutation. 

Dozier was sentenced to five vears for 
racketeering and five ye';.irs for 
extortion, but had another extortion 
sentence of eight years added when 
Judge Frank J. Polozo.la revoked his 
probation in 1981 for attempting to 
bribe a juror while his case was on 
appeal. 

Statistics from the Administrative 
Office of the U.S. Courts in Washington 
show that in the 12-month period that 
ended June 30, 1982, a total of 77 
persons were imprisoned for extortion. 
The average sentence for extortion was 
seven years. 

Eighteen of those sentenced during 

that year drew the same five years or were fined - an average of $47,923. The 
longer sentences t!ian Dozier, witli the fines ranged frnm $151,000 to $85,000, 
maximum being 35 years and a $35,000 with nine of the 13 fines1greater than the 
fine. $25,000 fine paid by Dozier. 

Among those sentenced for extortion \ Robert Sibille, chief ~f the probation 
in the latest for which statistics are office for the U.S. Disthct Court here, 
available, paid fines averaging confirmed that Dozier'~sentences were 
$10,700. Doner was not fined on any of "slightly above averagel but quite a few 
the three extortion counts on which he had higher sentences than he had. I don't 
was convicted, but was fined $25,000 for think )t would be correcJ to say that his 
racketeering. sentence was way out o~ line." 

Statistics on sentences under the The probation and parole supervisor 
racketeering statute show 29 persons here noted that effortsJof the Reagan 
were serytenccd in the year ending June administration to . justify the 
30, 1982, to prison terms averaging 112 commutation have centered on the 18-
montps, as compared to Dozier's five- year term, but he pointed out Dozier did 
year (120-month) sentence. not draw 18 years under. the Racketeer 

TYrelve of the 29 sentenced drew the Influenced Corrupt Orgrinizations Act. 
same or longer prison terms than Dozier Even if he had, there would still be six 
for racketeering. 

Thirteen of those imprisoned also {See DOZIER, 8A) 

Screen stresse is accor plishments during his f st term 
in office, inclu ing impr ving public safety, s reet and 
intersection i rovements nd economic develo ent. 

Screen sai · his efforts to beef up the Baton ouge Police 
Department ·ith new servi es and providing ' he resources 
needed" to o so has helped educe the crime ate. 

"We'v invested our re ources to bui up the police 
depart ent," Screen said. 'It produced mazing growth. 
Crfme as decreased at a ra e unpreced ted by any city in 
the na 10n." 

H also cited his efforts to ·ncreas Emergency Medical 
Se ices stations, new city f e de artment services and 
a lauded volunteer fire depar ts across the parish. 

"EMS filled a need that has been here too long," Screen 
S3id."We'Ve f!Ot six st;itlon~ fnntiPrl with nn ,,,i,.i;;;A~~1 '"'' 

·p 
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Dozier--· 
(Continued from 1A) 

others in federal prisons serving more 
than 18 years under sentences imposed 
during the 1981-82 year. 

Sibille points out Dozier's RICO 
sentence was for 5 years and a $25,000 
fine and it covered 12 acts with a total of 
$315 ,000 extorted. 

Dozier initially drew five years for 
extorting $10,000 from Floyd "Shorty" 
Giles of Claiborne Livestock 
Commission Co., and was put on 
probation for five years for extorting 
$200,000 from Brown's Velvet Ice 
Cream Co., ;and no sentence was 
imposed for extorting $20,000 from 
Burger Bug Killers Inc. 

.Polozo!a revoked the probation on the 
Brown's Velvet extortion and imposed 
an 8-year sentence when U.S. Attorney 
Stanford 0. Bardwell Jr. moved for 
revocation on the basis of Dozier's 
bribery of a member of the jury that 
convicted him. 

Polozola added 5 years probation for 
the Burger Bug Killers extortion. 

Reagan's formal warrant of 
clemency substituted six years 
imprisonment for all of Polozola 's 
prison and probation terms, noting he 
had already paid the $25,000 fine. The 
commutation made Dozier eligible for 
parole the day Reagan signed it. 

Rep. Henson Moore, R-Baton Rouge, 
said James Baker III, chief of staff of 
the White House, told him the 
president's commutation was based on 

the disparity of the sentence and on the 
fact that Dozier is cooperating with the 
govern.'T!ent. 

But neither Moore nor others closely 
associated with the case have revealed 
even the subject matter of any 
investigation in which Dozier is 
cooperating with the government 
Moore savs he can't find out. 

Sibille· said Bardwel!'s blggest 
mistake in the Dozier case was in asking 
for probation revocation, instead of 
seeking a grand jury indictment for 
bribery of a juror. 

Though the time limits have not run 
out for charging Dozier with bribery of 
the juror, Bardwell has indicated he has 
no intention of asking for such an 
indictment since he has already used the 
evidence in the probation revocation 
hearing. 

Bardwell said Thursday he has not 
decided whether he will formally 
oppose immediate parole for Dozier. 

He said he has made no determination 
of whether his office filed a form with 
parole authorities containing his 
official office view on the case at the 
time of Dozier's sentencing. 

Sibille said normal procedure in the 
federal system is for a parole hearing to 
be held within 90 days of .a prisoner's 
entering the system. 

The pre·sentence investigation used 
by the judge in sentencing the offender, 
as well as statements from the 
sentencing judge, defense lawyer and 
prosecutor, are all forwarded to the 

warden of !he prison and are utilized by 
regional parole authorities in 
determining the earliest release date, 
based on the guidelines for parole for 
the particular offense. 

Under the guidelines at the time of 
sentencing of Dozier, Sibille pointed out, 
the former elected official from 
Louisiana would have been required to 
serve at at least 58 months in prison -
primarily because of a minimum fixed 
when Judge Polozola revoked probation 
and added the 8-year term. 

The two consecutive 5-year sentene£s 
would have required 40 months (one· 
third of the 10 years) under the 
guidelines, and on the 8-year sentence 
Polozola imposed, the judge under the 
sentencing law fixed a minimum time 
of 18 months in prison, Sibille said. 

Guidelines in the Dozier case are 
determined by the amount of money 
extorted and the fact that Dozier's 
probation was revoked, Sibille said. He 
said the combination of the guidelines at 
the time of Dozier's sentencing and the 
judge's minimum would have made 
Dozier eligible for parole after 58 
months. 

Present guidelines for extortion call 
for Dozier serving 24 to 36 months based 
on the amount of money extorted but 
rise to 36 to 48 months on the basis of the 
probation revocation. 

Dozier's chance of succeeding on 
parole were rated "very good" by 
Sibille in the initial pre-sentence 
investigation, but the offender 

characteristic had to fall to 
result of Dozier's failure 
bond to live 
requirement that he avoid law 
violations, Sibille said in the 
case. 

President Reagan's commutation, 
however, makes after 
two years in · 
present parole guidelines. 

Thus, the parole authorities will be 
faced with the decision of whether to 
follow the 36·48·month guideline or go 
ahead and turn Dozier loose from prison 
on parole, Sibille said. 

"The Parole Commission has 
prided itself in having 
resisted presidential pressures to 
parole people below their guidelines," 
Sibille said. 

Hearing officers will make their 
recommendations on Dozier to 
Regional Parole Commissioner Victor 
Reyes, who could approve a parole date 
or buck the recommendations up to the 
U.S. Parole Commission in Washington 
on the basis of publicity and high profile 
of the Dozier case. 

Dallas parole authorities say a 
decision could be reached in two to six 
weeks in Dallas, but if the case is sent up 
the !adder to Washington, the decision 
couid take longer. 

Reyes, the regional commissioner, 
earlier this year rejected a request from 
the warden at the Fort Worth prison to 
recommend that Polozola reduce 
Dozier's sentence, holding that the 

sentence was a proper sentence for the 
offrnses committed. 

Federal prisoners who seek 
commutation are not required to 
advertise the fact in advance, as arc 
Louisiana prisoners, Sibille said. 

Although the parole authorities do not 
necessarily notify prosecutors and 
judges of pending parole hearings, 
Sibille said, forms are provided for 
judges, prosecutors and defense 
lawvers to submit their views to the 
parole authorities. 

Letters for and against Dozier will 
also apparently be considered by the 
parole authorities, as they were by 
Justice Department officials in making 
their recommendations to Reagan. 

Sibille said the pre-sentence 
information submitted to Polozola 
contains about 70 letters - some 
favoring probation and others urging 
the jailin~ of Dozier. 

Dozie/s lawyers say they submitted 
those letters, along with three new 
ietters of recommendation with the 
clemency application that went to the 

Department. 
The new recommendations for Dozier 

were from LSU President Martin 
\Voodin, USL President Ray Authement 
and New Orleans l\fayor Ernest Moria!. 
All three have declined to make public 
their letters of recommendation. 
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1\IObre 
(Continued f..00.. 'IA) · · · 

foot" ~ith ~eo~~:.· . ic"· " . 
Moore said he iS not satisfied with the_ 

reasons for abandonment of settlement 
in the oil and gas controversy being t 
given by White House officials; · t 

"Louisiana has a very meritorious l 
case," he said; one which he said he ~­
hopes is settled by the end of the year if ~ 

noh~;~ ~~;~ri~fJ1'.~. ·k;p .. Robe~t. J 
Livingston, R-New Orleans, hope to sit \ 
down ·with Reagan ·. to "stress 
personally" their concerns.; . r 

Moore said neither he nor Livingston ~ 
were consulted in the Dozier~. . . j1 

He said if he had been consulted he . 
would ~ave suggested a delay iil. the 
commutation so that it would.not have 
gotten caught llp in re-election.politics. 

"It's.not a easeof them receiringbad ·. ! 
· political advice. Th·ey received no i' 
· political advice," Moore said. , ; 
: "Moore-said.he ·has been told thatthe . 'l 
~ D!>~ie~case was~aiadled as a~routine~-r 
\matte~ by ~areer employees Of the· 1 
i ·Deparqnent of Justice. He said Chief of· _, 
• Staff Bilker said Reagan went along for , 
; two reasons: the comparati".e leo.gth of. . 
' sentenees meted .to others convictf!d of 
extortion and r'cketeering; and the \ 
value ol ~ti~Oriy g!~n w,,tbe federal 
government by.J)c)zier m athex;,prcbes. ., 

;' • -_, < ,[;;,.... ~j_; .~~~-' : .·-."'!-~'!'lt . '< ~ ·.,: ···;-



Gilbert L. Dozier was convicted in United States 

District Court for the Middle District of Louisiana in 1980 for 

violations of the RICO and Hobbs Acts involving extortion and 

briberv in soliciting money from individuals and businesses that 

were, or might have been, affected by actions of the Louisiana 

Department of Agriculture while he was Commissioner of Agriculture. 

In 1982 he was det ned to have committed criminal acts, 

including obstruction .::: " ~ . 
0..L JUSL-lCe, and to have thereby violated 

the conditions of a court ordered proba onary term. On June 24, 

1962, he corru-r,en,~ed service of an aggregate sentence of from 58 

months tc lE years isonment, 

anG $251000. January ::!.983, o: 

a lication re eived ~~ the Office of the Par At to~cn 

applied for -:he rrr: c cc•TILrriutatior~ 0£ 

senter1ce. 

ID a ance with standard procedures, the f ice of the 

Pardon Attorney, and s~affed by experienced career attar-

s, obtained and evaluated relevant in tion, s, and 

advice and made a favorable recorn.mendation with respect to the 

application. 



On March 20, 1984, 

the Department of Justice rec to the President that he 

modify the sentence of imprisonment and pr ation to six years' 

i i somnent. The recommendation considered the disparity of the 

original prison sentence as compared to sentences imposed in 

s lar circumstances on like offenders for similar offenses. 

The disparity of Dozier's sentence was demonstrated by a c ri-

son with re:evant sentencing data on sentences imposed in Federal 

courts a iled bv the Administrative Office of United States 

Courts. It was noted the RICO and extortion violations 

which made up the statistics analyzed generally involved more 

severe offense behavior than the acts of extortion and bribery 

committee b\~ Doz.ie~ .. Generally, they included offenders with 

serious prior er l records and whose offenses involved 

\11c1encs., Sentenc statistics pertaining to def ants con-

\7icted of ::; .: sug st an even greater c1 ity of sentence. 

c raoLe cases in recent 

Federal c:c 

j t1s::_i ce sterr, were revi 

i anal factor incl 

the 1 s the unit ""' . ._omrn1 ion, the l 

0 f fine, tutional ad 

effect be a chi by comp let of 

the orig 1 The sident g the ion 

sente as Depa of Justice 



Th2-s pa rd 

whi in and 

i 

ile the recornmended sentence of six years' imprisonment 

would De 
~ 

t Dozier to become eligible for parole consideration 

after 24 months' imprisonment, any actual release will be de-

termined by the United States ?arole Commission in its discretion 

and in acco ance with applicable gui lines. Unless the 

Parole Comrr~ission releases him sooner r Dozier will remain incar-

cerated until the expiration of his six year sentence subject to 

statutory release procedures applicable to all Federal prisoners. 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Pardon Attorney 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

August 21, 1984 

Honorable John Roberts 

I.
, ~~. sociate Counsel to the 

D\;hid c. Stephenson 
~cting Pardon Attorney 

Letters to the President 
re Dozier commutation 

President 

In accordance with our telephone discussion today I am 
forwarding herewith four letters to the President concerning the 
commutation of sentence granted Gilbert L. Dozier. These are the 
only letters which we have received addressed to the President on 
the subject and apparently they were inadvertently referred to 
Justice. 

The letters are from Mrs. J.W. Bristol, Joyce Viator, 
Richard s. Rice and Marcel R. Gaudet. 



U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of the Associate Attorney General 

July 17, 1984 

To: John Roberts 

From: 

Associate White ouse 
Counsel 

The White e 

hens 
sociate 

rney General 

Pursuant to your request, 
attached is a copy of the press 
guidance prepared by the Depart­
ment regarding the Dozier matter. 
This material was not disseminated 
in a formal statement, but was 
utilized by our Office of Public 
Affairs to respond to press 
inquiries. We have had no 
correspondence on this matter. 

Attachment 



Gilbert L. Dozier was convicted in the United States 

District Court for the Middle District of Louisiana in 1980 for 

violations of the RICO and Hobbs Acts involving extortion and 

bribery in soliciting money from individuals and businesses that 

were, or might have been, affected by actions of the Louisiana 

Department of Agriculture while he was Commissioner of Agriculture. 

In 1982 he was determined to have committed criminal acts, 

including obstruction of justice, and to have thereby violated 

the conditions of a court ordered probationary term. On June 24, 

1982, he commenced service of an aggregate sentence of from 58 

months to 18 years imprisonment, followed by five years pro­

bation, and was fined $25,000. In January 1983, by way of 

application received in the Office of the Pardon Attorney, Dozier 

applied for Executive clemency in the form of a commutation of 

sentence. 

In accordance with standard procedures, the Office of the 

Pardon Attorney, headed and staffed by experienced career attor­

neys, obtained and evaluated relevant information, reports, and 

advice and made a favorable recommendation with respect to the 

application. The original recommendation was reviewed and 

enhanced to reflect more completely the full range of Dozier's 

conduct, including both the offenses for which he was originally 
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convicted and the post-conviction revocation of his probation, as 

well as the expressed view of the sentencing court as to the 

serious nature of his criminal activities. On March 20, 1984, 

the Department of Justice recommended to the President that he 

modify the sentence of imprisonment and probation to six years' 

imprisonment. The recommendation considered the disparity of the 

original prison sentence as compared to sentences imposed in 

similar circumstances on like offenders for similar offenses. 

The disparity of Dozier's sentence was demonstrated by a compari­

son with relevant sentencing data on sentences imposed in Federal 

courts and compiled by the Administrative Office of United States 

Courts. It was noted that the RICO and extortion violations 

which made up the statistics analyzed generally involved more 

severe offense behavior than the acts of extortion and bribery 

committed by Dozier. Generally, they included offenders with 

serious prior criminal records and whose offenses involved 

violence. Sentencing statistics pertaining to defendants con­

victed of bribery suggest an even greater disparity of sentence. 

In addition, sentences imposed in comparable cases in recent 

years upon a number of public figures in the Federal criminal 

justice system were reviewed. Also taken into consideration were 

additional factors including: cooperation with law enforcement, 

the guidelines of the United States Parole Commission, the length 

of incarceration to date, payment of fine, institutional adjust­

ment, and the deterrent effect to be achieved by completion of 

the original sentence. The President granted the commutation of 

sentence as recommended by the Department of Justice on 
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June 22, 1984. This action in no way constitutes a pardon of 

Dozier for the conduct which resulted in his conviction and 

incarceration. 

While the recommended sentence of six years' imprisonment 

would permit Dozier to become eligible for parole consideration 

after 24 months' imprisonment, any actual release will be de­

termined by the United States Parole Commission in its discretion 

and in accordance with its applicable guidelines. Unless the 

Parole Commission releases him sooner, Dozier will remain incar­

cerated until the expiration of his six year sentence subject to 

statutory release procedures applicable to all Federal prisoners. 


