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WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection: FIELDING, FRED F.: Files Archivist: kdb/cas 

File Folder: Supreme Court, Al~habetical, Incoming and Outgoing 1981 

[7] ~ '\~011:J~f 
Date: 7/9/96 

1;1111111111111111111 

1. letter 

2. letter original of item # 1 (partial) 

(partial) 6/19/81 

6/19/81 

/ 

RESTRICTION CODES 

Presidential Records Act - [4-4 U.S.C. 2204(a)) 
P-1 National security classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA]. 
P-2 Relating to appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA]. 
P-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA]. 
P-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or financial Information 

[(a)(4) of the PRA]. 
P-5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President and his advisors, or 

between such advisors [(a)(S) of the PRA]. 
P-8 Release would constitute a clearly unwarnanted invasion of personal privacy [(a)(6) of 

the PRA]. 

C. Closed In accordance with restrictions contained in dono(s deed of gift. 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 u.s.c. 552(b)J 
F-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]. 
F-2 Release could disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the 

FOIA]. 
F-3 Release would violate a Federal statue [(b)(3) of the FOIA]. 
F-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or financial Information 

[(b)(4) of the FOIAJ. 
F-8 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the 

FOIAJ. 
F-7 Release would disclose Information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of 

the FOIA]. 
F-8 Release would disclose Information concerning the regulation of financial institutions 

[(b)(8) of the FOIA]. 
F-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of 

the FOIA]. 
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. Dear Mr. Jarzab: -

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

September 10, 1981 

I am in receipt of your mailgrarn of June 21, 1981 recommending 
Leon Jaworski to fill the vacancy created by the retirement 
of Associate Justice Potter Stewart from the Supreme Court ·~
of the United States. Please accept my deepest apologies - -.: ... 
for not responding to this letter sooner, but be assured 
that your recommendation did receive every consideration 
during the selection process. Your letter will remain on 
file in this office and in the event another vacancy arises, 
it will again receive careful study. ;; 

Again, my apologies for the tardiness of this reply. 

With best personal regards, I am 

Mr. Leon Jarzab 
President 

Sincerely, 

''~ -~~ Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 

...... 

Polish American Guardian Society 
6200 West 64th Street 
Chi cago, Illinois 60638 
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PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
WHI!EHOUSE 
WASHINGT~N DC 20500 

D2946-4 

\

ON BEHALF CF ~O MILLION AMERICANS OF POLISH EXTRA,TION WHO ARE 
DESPERATELY S~EKING JUSTICE lN OUH COURT SYSTEM PLEASE GIVE FORMER 
SPECIAL ~ATtR~AT~ PRCSEcuTER LEON JA~OR§KI ThE UJMOST CONSIDERATION 
IN FILLIN~ TH~ ~PcOMlNG VACANCY ON THE ~.s, SUPR~ME COURT, 

IN ADDITIO~ TO ~EING EMINENTLY QUALIFIED FOR THIS POST LEON JAWORSKI 
WOULD ALSU PRUVlDE TrE oeJECTIVE SENSITIVITY so CRITICALLY NEEOEC 10 
PROPERLY ACJUDICATE SERIOUS LITIGATION NOW PENCJNG IN OUR COURTS 
WHICh CAN tiFFECl THE FUTURE OF MILLIONS OF POLISH -AMERICANS, 

. .. -

( 
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THIS LITIGATION THUS FAR HAS FALLEN ON "DEAF EARS" lh OUR COURT 
SYSTE MS ~UCH TO THE DISMli~ A~D DISAPPOINTMENT OF MILLIONS OF ~OLl~~ ( 
AMERICANS TH~OUGHUUT THE UNITED STATES, - . 

LEONARD JARlA~, PRES PCL~S~ ~HERXCAN ~UARDIAN SOCIETY 
0200 WE ST 64TH ST ! 

CHICAGO IL 60b38 
. - -

17::38 EST 

MG~COMP 

.. ,,. 
,JI' 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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' - O ·• OUTGOING 

D H · INTERNAL 

-·:::- WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

-~05/ -

·-v. · INCOMING 
. Date Correspondence ""J / 

. Recelved(YY/MM/DD) ~ - f {)r~~ /J ,# . 
Name of Correspondent: ~,;.;,.,,,Ad(.., ~~ 

,, 
,-• I 

~ Ml Mall Report User Codes: (A) . (B) ____ (C) ___ _ 

S~bject: (({t~~ ~ -,jri I»-<½&~ ,zf;:~,d;&zZ. 
Acfl.d~.-(L~~4 &-zV ~ - /1, 5 ; ~~ &i:u1;t:: , · tJ . 
' ' . . ·. . . 

ACTION 

/ . 
,I Tracking · 

Date 
YY/ttM/DD 

Type ~ Completion 

Office/Agency ·, (Staff Name) 
Action 
Code 

of 
Response 

Date -
·code YY/MM/DD 

·:;U\~ ORIGINATOR _&_ ltJ&"i i.J-, r 
•. . ~· 

•-·· __ _ 
Referral Note: 

I ... ,., 

' ... ,., t, 

j• , 

ACTION CODES: 

A - Appropriate Action 
C - Comments 
D - Draft Response 
F • Fact Sheet 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

. ( 

I - Info Copy/No Action Necessary 
R - Direct Reply w/Copy 
S - For Signature 
X - Interim Reply 

eep this worksheet attached to the original incoming letter. 
Send all routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB). 
Always return completed correspondence record to Central Files. 

. I 

•:'.;.. j• 

', DISPOSITION CODES: 

A - Answered 
B - Non -Special Referral 

I I 

C - Completed 
S - Suspended 

FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 

Type of Response = Initials of Signer 
Code = "A" 

Completion Date = Date of Outgoing 

Refer questions about the correspondence tracking system to Central Reference, ext. 2590. 
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· EX I STS ON TH ~ SUP REME COUR T OF THE U~I TED STAT ES. AS A FO RM ER 

[I S T2 ICT ATTO m~ :s= Y, AN;) COiJGrE.3 S~iAN_ FR OM COLO RA DO , AND />: OS T DEC IC AT~D 
R~PU9LIC AN , I CA N FI ND NO OTH~R CA NDI DATE SO ~ O~ THY OF THIS 
APPOIN TME\1T. 

~ A RELATIV ~LY YOU NG RE P ' 3L IC AN (33) I CA N SE~ THAT THE PARTY HAS 
N£GLECTED THE YOU TH Of OU R NATI O~. I F ~E ARE TO GROW AN D PROSPE R WE 

MUST I NDU CT THE EXPERI ENCE D YO UN G P~OPLE TH AT HA VE FOU GHT SO HA RD FOR 
TH~ DEVELOPMEr T AN D STRU CTU R~ THA T WE ALL CL UT CH NEX T TO OUR HEAR TS. 
SH~C::: RELY, 

RO BERT WIL KI NS ON, 

" WILK~ I t~ T:--:E f•'.O RNH:(3 " KS D .iAC IO 

10 155 CO RPORA T~ SCUAR E 

ST. LOUIS . MO 63 132 
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Dear Mr. Hutson: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 3, 1981 

Thank you for your letter of June 23, 1981 to Mr. Meese 
recommending Barbara Jordan to fill the vacancy on the 
Supreme Court of the United States created by the announce
ment of the retirement of Associate Justice Potter Stewart. 

As you are probably aware, the President has announced his 
intention to nominate the Honorable Sandra D. O'Connor for 
the position. The President was presented with a most 
difficult decision, as there were many extremely well 
qualified individuals to consider. 

We very much appreciate your time and concern in writing to 
Mr. Meese regarding this important appointment and bringing 
the outstanding attributes of Barbara Jordan to his attention. 

Sincerely, 

'::>. ...... ' ' . .I ~ Fred' F. Fi~i~ 
Counsel to the President 

Mr. Howard A. Hutson 
779 Kinnikinnik Hill 
Mt. Vernon 
Golden, CO 80401 

-----· - . 
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June 23, 1981 

Mr. Edwin Meese 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. Meese, 

I figure this note will receive more attention 
by directing it to you than to the President. 

Regarding filling the impending vacancy of the 
Supreme court I want to suggest a person: 

That would be J!arbara Jordan, the former Congress
woman from Texas. 

She appears to me to be very capable, well trained 
and answers a lot of problems for the President 
because she is a black female, and a Democrat. 

This suggestion, coming as it does from a white 
male Republican, may be a little startling~but 
I think it is a good one. 

Sincerely, 

~"-K> ~ Q \,\~ 
Howard A. Hutso~ ~ 

779 Kinnikinnik HIii • Mt. Vernon • Golden. Colo. 80401 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 28, 1981 

Dear Mr. Schaeffler: 

Thank you for your letter of September 22, 
1981 recommending Judge Anthony Kennedy 
to fill the next vacancy on the Supreme 
Court of the United States. Please be 
assured that your strong words of endorse
ment for him will receive every consid
eration during any future selection pro
cess • 

With best regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

.-' ... -~ i . . -~·.:: .. _. :-
:· ,, .. :: ... 

. . .. . -·~-:.· .. - ...... 
. _.: ,--~----·.: ... -~-- .,. ,.. .. •·· .. 

-~ ~ ~~ 
Fred F. 
Counsel 

Mr. James A. Schaeffler 
981 43rd Avenue 
Apartment 30 

Fielding 
to the President 

Sacramento, California 95831 
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05 OCT 1981 
September 22, 1981 

Ronald Reagan 
President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsulvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. L Re: Judge Anthony Kennedy U.S. Supreme Court Appointment 

Dear Mr. President: 

\ 

Last academic year, I had the enlightening opportunity to take a 
eonstitutional Law class from Judge Anthony Kennedy. Following my 
completion of the course, I promised myself that I would do what I 
have never done before: write to the President. 

I wish, as a former student of Judge Kennedy, to recommend him as a 
nominee of yours to the United States Supreme Court. I do this with 
great respect and without reservation. I found the man to be the most 
judicially and legally brilliant I have met, as well as a very fair and 
concerned all-around human being. 

Perhaps the most important reason I have for doing this is that I feel 
such a selection would be a superior credit and contribution to all 
parties concerned: to the two major political parties, to you and 
your administration, to the judicial bench, to me and my family, and 
perhaps most important, to the citizens of the Country; present and 
future. 

The overwhelming response to Judge Kennedy - from all sides I have 
encountered - has been one of great impression and immense respect. It 
is possible that in the political short term analysis a more perfect 
candidate could be chosen; however, in the moral, judicial and even 
political long term, he would be tough to beat. 

Thank you for considering this request! 

Sincerely, 

/X 1(1'.2/ ~ lY~-,7c~vV 
981 43rd Avenue 
Apt. /130 
Sacramento, CA 95831 

., 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 23, 1981 

Dear Mr. Asmundson: 

Ed Meese has forwarded a copy of your 
September 15, 1981 letter recommending 
Justice Anthony M. Kennedy for the next 
vacancy on the Supreme Court of the 
United States. Please be assured that 
Justice Kennedy will receive every con
sideration should the President again 
be faced with filling a vacancy on the 
Court. 

With best regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

~~lding 
Counsel to the President 

Vigfus A. Asmundson, Esquire 
Suite 1040, 555 Capitol Mall 
Sacramento, California 95814 

. - ' 

I 
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21 September 1981 

Thank you for your lett r of 15 September 1981 
and for your kind ords about my speech to the 
Comstock Club. It was a pleasure for e to 

ddress this group, and I am glad that you 
ere able to attend. 

Your recommendation of Justice Anthony 1. Kennedy 
for the next vacancy on the United States Supreme 
Court, has been forwarded to Fred F. Fielding, 
Counsel to the President, for his attention. 

le appreciate your advising us about Mr. K nnedy, 
nd you may be as ur d that he ill be given 

careful con ideration by the Administration. I 
am grateful for the time you have taken to write. 

With best ishes, 

Sincerely, 

·DWI MEESE III 
Counsellor to the President 

r. Vigfus A. Asmundson 
Suite 1040 
555 Capitol Mall 
Sacramento, CA 95814-4687 

cc: EMeese 
cc w/cy of inc: Fred 
EM:nh:emb-36a 
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VIGFUS A. AsMUNDSON, INC. 
LAWYER 

SUITE 1040, 555 CAPITOL MALL 

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814 -4 6 8 7 
(916) 443 · 4648 

September 15, 1981 

Honorable Ed Meese III 
Advisor to President Ronald Reagan 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 -

RE: Appointment to United States Supreme Court 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

I very much enjoyed your speach to the Comstock 
Club in Sacramento on Friday, September 12. 

I am writing to recommend Justice Anthony M. 
Kennedy of the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals for appointment 
to the United States Supreme Court. 

When appointed about three years ago, Tony was 
the youngest Circuit Court Justice in the United States. 
He is very smart, his opinions are conservative, he shows 
judicial restraint, and he clearly recognizes the separate 
powers of State and Federal Governments and the three 
branches of government. 

Tony is a graduate of Stanford University, the 
London School of Economics, and Harvard Law School. He 
began law practice with what I believe was Caspar Weinberger's 
San Francisco law firm, then took over his father's law 
practice in Sacramento when his father died and it became 
necessary for Tony to continue the practice for his mother's 
economic protection. 

Tony engaged full time in private practice until 
his appointme nt to the Circuit Court. In addition, he 
has taught, and continues to teach the Constitutional Law 
course at McGeorge School of Law in Sacramento, where he 
regularly receives standing ovations. 

Tony is married and has two sons and a daughter. 
Ronald Reagan knows him from Sacramento days, when Tony 
helped draft a tax reform Constitutional initiative. 
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Honorable Ed Meese III 
September 15, 1981 
Page 2 

Here is an outstanding person who merits the 
President's consideration. I would appreciate it if you 
would see that this letter is directed to the proper person 
for consideration when an appointment opportunity becomes 
available. 

VAA: lmb . ~ ,_ ..... .. _____ ..... -
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

July 14, 1981 

Dear Judge Freeman: 

Thank you for your letter of June 22, 1981 recommending the 
Honorable Cornelia Kennedy to fill the vacancy on the 
Supreme Court of the United States created by the announce
ment of the retirement of Associate Justice Potter Stewart. 

As you are probably aware, the President last week announced 
his intention to nominate the Honorable Sandra D. O'Connor 
for that position. The President was presented with a most 
difficult decision, as there were many extremely well 
qualified individuals to consider. 

We very much appreciate your time and concern in writing to 
the President regarding this important appointment and 
bringing the outstanding attributes of Cornelia Kennedy to 
his attention. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 

Honorable Ralph M. Freeman 
Judge of the United States District Court 
Eastern District of Michigan 
United States Courthouse 
Detroit, Michigan 48226 
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CHAMBERS OP' 

RALPH M. FREEMAN 
JUDGE 

~nr tJie 'l!inabrn ~wrid of ~idtilJan 

~iub ~info• Cliourt!touse 

;!!Jetroit 48226 

June 22, 1981 

Mr. Ronald Reagan 
President of the United 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

States 

Re: Supreme Court Vacancy 

Dear Mr. President: 

I would like to recommend the appointment of the Honorable 
Cornelia G. Kennedy, Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit to 
fill the vacancy on the Supreme Court caused by the retirement 
of Justice Stewart • 

Judge Kennedy is especially well qualified for this 
important judicial position. She was a United States District 
judge of this district for about nine years (1970-79), and chief 
judge of the court for two years before her appointment to the 
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. She was also a state trial 
judge for three years in Detroit and prior to that was in 
private practice doing a lot of trial work, during which time 
she appeared several times in my court. I have had the oppor
tunity to see Judge Kennedy in action, both as a lawyer and 
judge, since 1967, and I can assure you that she has excellent 
qualifications for a Supreme Court justice. 

She is also a courageous person which characteristic is 
applied without exception in her judicial decisions. I con
sider her philosophy as a lawyer and a judge to be desirable 
for any federal judge including a justice of the Supreme 
Court. Her decisions will show that she interprets the law 
wisely and impartially and uses excellent judgment in leaving 
the lawmaking function to Congress rather than the courts. 

For these reasons, I urge you to appoint Judge Kennedy 
to fill this vacancy. 

Since_yely, 

~ . 
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Dear Mrs. Lake: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 30, 1981 

Thank you for your letter of June 25, 1981 to the President 
recommending the Honorable Cornelia G. Kennedy to fill the vacancy 
on the Supreme Court of the United States created by the announce
ment of the retirement of Associate Justice Potter Stewart. 

As you are probably aware, the President has announced his intention 
to nominate the Honorable Sandra D. O'Connor for the position. The 
President was presented with a most difficult decision, as there 
were many extremely well qualified individuals to consider. 

We very much appreciate your time and concern in writing to the 
President regarding this important appointment and for bringing the 
outstanding attributes of the Honorable Cornelia G. Kennedy to his 
attention. 

Ann W. Lake, Esquire 
President 

Sincerely, 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 

National Association of Women Lawyers 
40 Sawyer Drive 
Dedham, Massachusetts 02026 

l 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 14, 1981 

Dear Judge Miles: 

Thank you for your letter of June 22, 1981 recommending the 
Honorable Cornelia Kennedy to fill the vacancy on the Supreme 
Court of the United States created by the announcement of 
the retirement of Associate Justice Potter Stewart. 

As you are probably aware, the President last week announced 
his intention to nominate the Honorable Sandra D. O'Connor 
for that position. The President was presented with a most 
difficult decision, as there were many extremely well 
qualified individuals to consider. 

We very much appreciate your time and concern in writing to 
the President regarding this important appointment and 
bringing the outstanding attributes of Cornelia Kennedy to his 
attention • 

Honorable Wendell A. Miles 
Chief Judge 
United States District Court 
Western District of Michigan 
110 Michigan, N.W. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49502 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ ~,,______ 
Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 



ff✓ /A- UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTE:RN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN 

110 MICHIGAN N .W . 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49502 

WENDELL A. MILES 

Chief JUDGE .. June 22, 1981 

• 

Honorable Ronald W. Reagen 
President 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Re: Supreme Court Appointment - Cornelia Kennedy 

Dear Mr. President: 

I have observed youi stated criteria for the qualifica
tions of a Supreme Court Justice. I wholeheartedly 
agree with each and every one of them. I am sure that 
the Honorable Cornelia Kennedy, Judge of the Court of 
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit agrees with them as well. 

In my letter to the Attorney General of the United 
States I have evaluated her as the most qualified person 
in the United States for the pending vacancy of Supreme 
Court Justice. 

I enclose a copy of my letter to A.ttorney General William 
French Smith stating my reasons for supporting her can
didacy. 

~incerely, 

~fe~ 



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

W EN DELL A. MILES 

chief JUDGE 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN 

110 MICHIGAN N .W . 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49502 

Hon. William French Smith 
Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Constitution Avenue & 10th St NW 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

June 22, 1981 

I receiv e the now public knowledge of .the pending resig
nation o f Justice Potter Stewart with both regret and 
sympathetic understanding. While he was on the Six th 
Circuit bench he came to Grand Rapids (Western District 
of Michigan) and heard sever al cases as a trial judge for 
the then ailing Chief Judge Raymond Starr, in 1959. As _ 
United States Attorney for this district it was my privi
lege to have tried two of them. He stated at that time 
that he would be a better appellate judge for the "trial
judge" experience. 

There are, of course, many reasons I need not be concerned 
with for the appointment of a particular person for a 
Supreme Court Justice by a President. I accept the re
leased statement from the White House concerning the qual
ifications that the President will be stressing. Inmaking 
my recommendations I fully and completely concur in the 
President's objectives. 

As a former United States Attorney (twice appointed by 
Pr~sident Eisenhower 1953 & 1957); as my party's candidate 
for Attorney General (Republican) in 1960; as a busy trial 
attorney from 1961-1970 (representing American Natural Gas, 
Michigan Consolidated Gas Co. from its Detroit offices), 
I had the opportunity to closely observe the career of 
Judge Cornelia Kennedy as a State Circuit Judge elected 
from Wayne Cou nty (De t r oi t ). 



• 

• 

Hon. William French Smith Page Two 

Cornelia Kennedy was an outstandingly able state trial judge 
in Michigan at a time when women were not generally con
sidered for that position with great favor. There is no 
doubt in my mind that if "her political party'' had not con
trolled the administration from 1968-1976 she would have 
been elected to the office of. Justice of the Michigan Su
preme Court. 

Since my appointment as United States District Judge by 
President Nixon, I have followed her career as a fellow 
jurist, reading her opinions while she was United States 
District Judge, Chief United States District Judge and a 
judge on the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit. 

Cornelia Kennedy is certainly one of the (if not the) best 
qualified jurists. in the United States today by reason of 
training, experience, intelligence, integrity, and, above 
all, common sense. She has the courage and fortitude to 
penetrate the fuzzy thinking of so many of our judges that 
is so badly needed in the appellate courts. (See copy of 
latest Court of Appeals decision in U.S. v. Alphonse LewG, 
80-5183: Filed June 19, 1981). The senseless and ridicu
lous reversal of this criminal case in 13 pages was sensibly 
answered by her in four pages). 

It would be difficult to find another person who had de
monstrated as much clear, common sense thinking, who could 
ea:rcy the prestige and credibility as a former trial judge, 
to the "high court." · 

Sincerely, 

Wendell A. Miles 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 14, 1981 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 

Thank you for your letter of July 5, 1981 recommending Judge 
Cornelia Kennedy to fill the vacancy on the Supreme Court of 
the United States created by the announcement of the retire
ment of Associate Justice Potter Stewart. 

As you are probably aware, the President last week announced 
his intention to nominate the Honorable Sandra D. O'Connor 
for that position. The President was presented with a most 
difficult decision, as there were many extremely well 
qualified individuals to consider. 

I appreciate your time and concern in writing to me regard
ing this important appointment and bringing the outstanding 
attributes of Judge Kennedy to my attention. 

Mr. William Read Rankin 
c/o Box 61 

Sincerely, 

~~~' 
Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 

Middlesex, New Jersey 08846 
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C7JUL l3' l 

Fred F. Fieldi ng 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washingtonf D.c. 20500 

Dear Counsel Fielding , 

William Read Rankin 
c/o Box 61 
Middlesex, New Jersey 08846 
July 5, 1981 

I am writing to ask you to strongly consider 
recommending Judge Cornelia Kennedy of the United States 
Court of Appeals to the President for the seat on the 
Supreme Court that became va cant when Justice Stewart•s 
resigna tion became effec t ive on July .3 , 1981. 

I am a forrae r l aw clerk for the Sixth Circui t . In 
1978-79 I served the Honorable Paul c. Weick. Of the 115 
cases that I handled for Judge Weick , 2 or J were appeals 
from decisions by Judge Kennedy while she sat in the 
Eastern District of Michigan. I. .have strong feelings 
about the work I reviewed, and I have several other points 
to make that I hope you will consider. 

In my opinion, Judge Kennedy• s worlc was excellent. 
To a law clerk who is accustomed to poring over the record 
and cross checking briefs against the record for hour after 
hour after hour after hour, her work was a relief. Her 
work displayed a devotion to fairness, accuracy, detail, 
and care that went beyond merely doing a job. She was 
almost religiously accurate; she marshalled evidence well; 
she applied t he law to the facts shown in the record; her 
ci t es to the evidence were almost unfailingly accurate 
and f air to the record: her work "t·ms complete and exhaustive: 
it was well reasoned. 

I n my opi nion our sys tem and country should reward 
excellence , devotion to fe.irne ss , and a ccura cy long and 
r eligousl y pursued f or i ts own sake. >le deserve that kind 
o~ qual i t y and abili ty on ou r hig hes t court. 

In addi t ion t o r ewarding excellence, and loyalty, 
however, allow me to make several other points that you 
may fi nd of interest • 

The first is a morale point. Judge Kennedy has paid 
her dues, first on the District Court, then as Chief, then 
on the Si xth Circuit. I was pleased when President Carter 
named her to the Sixth Circuit. Because she was one of only 
2 or so Republicans nominated by President Carter, there 1s 



is a strong inference that her record is excellent. But 
a further point is that District Court Judges are aware 
that there is a difference between the opinions of appellate 
judges who have District Court experience and those who 
do not~ District Court Judges are on the firing line. They 
are under great pressure: they are objects of mass demonstrations, 
their lives are threatened; their families are threatened: 
every day in court they are before the public in the 
public arena ; they must reconcile antagon~stic claims of 
groups and individuals who are fi ghting ; t hey are constantly 
under the bright and critical gl are of the media. Appellate 
Judges who have this experience tend to be more sensitive 
to the difficulties of being on the firing line. 
District Court Judges appreciate this sensitivity. 

A second point is political. By nominating Judge 
Kennedy the President would fulfill a campaign pledge and 
would gain poll ticaJ.ly with the following groups: women, in 
,seneral; older .. persons, in general: the jurisdiction of 
the Sixth Circuit, 27 million citizens, in Ohio, I11chigan, 
Kent ucky, and Tennessee; the Bar Associations of those 4 
statesi Senators and Representatives of those 4 s tates; 
many District Judges; many .laW1Jers. Ohio and Michigan 
are old, industrialized, democratic states~ Tennessee and 
Kentucky a re growing , sunbelt, southern border democratic 
states. Last fall President Reagan and Republicans made 
a good showing in this democratic region which they may 
wish to assist. In the House, for example, 12 of Ohio's 22 
Representa tives are now Republicant in Michigan 6 of 18 are 
now Republican, in Kentucky, J of 7 are now Republican, 
and in Tennessee, 3 of 8 are now Republican. Majority 
Leader Baker of Tennessee may favor the nomination. In 
the House, among Republicans, Rep, Vander Jagt, R., Mich., 
who is Chairman of the Na tional Republican Congressional 
Committee, Hep. Latta, of Ohio, r anki ng Republican on the 
House Budget Committee, Rep. Stan ton, of Ohio, ranking 
Republican on the House Banki.ng,Finance and Urban Affairs 
Committee, ilep. Broomfield, of Michigan, ranking Republican 
on the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Rep. Quillen of 
Tennessee, r anking Republican on the House Rules Committee, 
Rep. Snyde r of Kentucky, r anking Republican on the House 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries C01n.111ittee, and Rep. Ashbrook, 
of Ohio, ranking Republican on the House Education and 
Labor Com.mi ttee may f avor the nomination. P.Jnong Democrats, 
Re p . ?erl,;:ins , of Kentucky, ch'3.irman of the Hou s e Educa tion 
and Labor Committee and Rep . Dingell, of Nichigan, 
chairman of the House Energy .and Coll2II1erce Committee, mi ght 
support the nomination . 

The next point is a debating point with Democrats. 
The Sixth Circuit had the first woman on a federal appellate 
court in United Statm history, Judge Florence .Allen, who 
stepped do,;m in 1959. '"'ee 278 F.2d • .Although Judge .Allen 
was a Democrat, President Reagan would appear to be on the 
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side of tradition by nominating from the pioneering Circuite 
:a:e would provide even a better role model than Judge Allen 
for aspirine::; women by appointing Judge Kennedy. 

A final. point is a strategic one. Justice Stewart's 
resi e;nation was unexpected. President Reagan may have 
several more during the next three years. Justices Brennan 
and Marsh.all may step down for age and health reasons, and 
Chief Justice Burger and Justice Powell may step down as well. 
On the one hand, it makes sense to try to influence the · 
Court for as long a period as possible, possibly decades , 
by naming someone young , conservativef who agrees with the 
President ' s ~hilosophy , at the first opportunity, even if 
t hat person 1s relatively inexperienced. After all , President 
Heagan may not have another opportunity c 1Uready the Court 
is swinging conservative , led by Justice Rehnquist, and 
another y oung member may help that Si·1ing and influence the 
course of the Court for decades. On the other hand, the 
President ~ay };lave more than one appointment , and if so, 
he might accomplish several objectives by appointing 
Judge Kennedy c He could reward excellence, re1-mrd a 
faithful Republican, accomplish other points already 
mentioned, and still get 12 to 15 years of conservatism on 
the Court . He can use later nominations , which are likely , 
for personal favorites, or for as yet undiscovered and 
still developing young Republican jurists, who may well 
influence the Court for several decades. 

Thank you for considering my feelings on this 
matter. I hope that you will consider my thoughts, and 
if you feel that they have some value, that you will forward 
them to others who are taking part in the selection process 
so that they may consider them as well. 

Very sincerely and n•ctfully 

~~~ 
l·lilliam Read Rankin 

yours, 

WHR/·wrr 
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30 JUN 1981 
RUFUS S. HILL. JR., ESQ. 

:S:S:St LEGATION STREET NW 

WASHINGTON, D. C . .20019 

June 25, 19Gl 

Honorable Edvrin I'Ieese III 
Counsellor to the Pr·esident 
:"!hite House - Ucst Uing 
1600 Pennsylvania i~venue 1;~,; 
17ashL:.::;ton, D. C. 

Dear l'<ir·. Eeese: 

f+ 

, _ 

r,Iay I :)lease su.:;.:;est ;:.:1e , ossibili,cy of the P11 esident' s 
mc1J:i113 an ai1notmcer.1ent a lon3 t~-ie follo..,-rin.::; lines s~10rtly ·after 
Jul}?; 3 ui t f1 rec;,;1.rd to the Supr a::e Cm.i.rt, : 

,, 

Tllis Iiation has lost to 11ha-;:, I hope is a ha:_)py 
-r_,_ ... 

r e'c irer.,ent a brillia.n.t , objective, and impartial jurist 

i n the ricrson of Just ice Po-cte11 Ste-:·:rart. ~'lhen Jus·;:, ice 

St eu :::.rt c ::Tie to Uashinc;ton, he uas as~~ed 1·rhetl1er he 

wer e 2 liber2.l or a c onserva~::,i ve--to ,;,,rhich h e r :::)li cd: 

"I am a la11yer. :: I h2.vc ~cnow.1 fo:c shortly over 2 r.10nths 

t hat Justice St eHart vras retiring. Durin.:::; that --"c ime I 

Have searched 'chis country dilig ently amonc; jurists and 

non-jurists - and 1·ritho1..1.t re.:;ard, of course, to race, 

religion, sex, or ideolo:;y - for the best person to 

follou in ,che tradition that Pott er S·;:-, eu2.rt fo::r.:ded. 

I have fo1..:nd anct,her Phi 3et a Kap:)a jurist who pr2c·::. iced 

lat-r for 19 yeo.11 s b efore elev2.tion to the bench of a 

State trial court 14 ye:.rs ago. Aft er 3 years at the 

S·cate level this Jurist vms a p~J ointed to be a Uni"ced 

States District Judge and served 1-rith distinction 

until 1979. Since then, this jurist has graced 1·rith 

brilliance a United States Circuit Cdurt of A:;J~)eals • 

· In other words, 'chis jti.rist uas chosen for the Federal 

/ 
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RUFUS S. HILL, JR .. ESQ. 

:S:S:SI LEGATION STREET NW 

WASHINGTON, D. c. aoous , _ 

... ✓ 

bench by both a Rff)ublica.11 f!.nd a Der:1ocratic - . 
Pr esi c.1. ent. And I ar:, continuing this bi:::iai~tisan 

s ,)irit of hi o-h resDect by nor.1inatin
0
0- this r.10st 

... <...) -

able and impartial person I can find to be a 

i ienb ei~ c f t h e Unit ed States Supreme Court. 
'• 

I d e er:1 i .) _ 
_ l.J a privilege to 1101:1inate.,.as an 

Associat e Justice: 

Th e Ho~1or :-.bl e Cornelia G::.~o cfsema Kem1cdy. 

I do no-c knm,1 Jud:; e Ke1 .. nedy p ersonally, !12 .. v e never s een 
h e:;.~, an ::i. h a v e nev 8r plead a c a se i n her c ourt. But I have 
read a"'v J_ east one of her opini ons. 

1'n1il 0, sir, ,;·rlth al J_ due resp ect, I do not a,:1~ee ,1ith :.rou 
that, it is r:ina:_'.)pro:)riat e :r for sor:10one such as you to be sir:mltaneously 
an advis er to the P:;.~:Jsident and a candidate for the Court, I 
p:t· es1.un) tuously su~;_~:cst th2 .. t it 1.-rould be best at tJ-1is ti.fl~ to 
noni!lat e to the Court -s01:·10one t1ho1:1 the 1-::edia could not possibly 
say--~:.o its discr cd.:tt--is a )oli·:.ical o:r )srso~1al c:co~1~r of 
·::.: ,c ?resident's or of Sen2.tor Thurucnd. Uhile I have the · 
hi,sl:est '.ce:::;ard, resi)ect, and, indeed - if I r.1.ay say so --
aff ection f or Se,1c.tor TlTurnond, ·while I consid2:c r.1yself a 
life-lon.; South Ca:colinian and uoulcl therefor e lil~ :::: to see 
a n onin e e from South Carolina, and while I u122.r the same 
school-t ie lrlth, and rcs~i ect v ery much, Es. Dole, I believe 
tl1at ev ery p c~son on Senator T~:-;..1.r:-:,ond' s list (as s t ated in 
t h e i:~!ashin~ton Fost:i, Tuesday, June 23, 1981, A4) could be 
at/e,acl:ed by · t h e media as a crony of S onc!cor T:·n.ur~.,10nd's or the I 
P1~ 2side:1t's, e::::cc:it I:s. Kenn edy-and ex cept . Hs. I~ca1 ... se. But the 
nedia could nastily say t hat Ju cl.se ICearse is a ut1·1oferi: . Further, 
she has been 2. jurist f or only t'Ho years. W1ile she shm.1.ld be 
s eri ously · c cnsi ci.Gr ed for r o;::ilac G1:1ent, if Justic -2 I-Iarsha:J.l leaves 
the Court, 1;-evertheless, Judg e I~ cnnedy, m;i tl1e other hcllld, is 
a jurist o:fong e~101~ience. Since she is ·on Senat or T~mrmond' s · 
list, he night poss ibly be 11locked-in° to her confin::ation. And, 
I believe, she is the lea st vulner o.ble name on the Senat or's list 
to a t tacl: as a "political II appointment. 

oc~~f.l.~,!-
cc: Chief of Staff B· .. ker and Eessrs. Lj"11 irnfzir;er 
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UNITED STATES D ISTRICT COURT 

WEST E RN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN 

110 MICHIGAN N.W. 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49S02 

WENDELL A . MILES 

Chief JUDGE 

Honorable Ronald W. Reagen 
President 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

-~ ~; . ... 

.Tune 22, 1981 

Re: Supreme Court Appuintment - Cornelia Kennedy 

Dear Mr. President: 

I have observed your stated criteria for the qualifica
tions of a Supreme Court Justice. I wholeheartedly 
agree with each and every one of them. I am sure that 
the Honorable Cornelia Kennedy, Judge of the Court of 
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit agrees with them as well. 

In my letter to the Attorney General of the United 
States I have evaluated her as the most qualified person 
in the United States for the pending vacancy of Supreme 
Court Justice. 

I enclose a copy of my letter to Attorney General William 
French Smith stating my reasons for supporting her can
didacy. 

~ince rely, 

~ 

__ , ~ .. 



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

WENDELL A . MILES 

chief JUDGE 

WEST
0

t-RN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN 

110 MICHIGAN N .W. 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49502 

Hon. William French Smith 
Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Const~tution Avenue & 10th St NW 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

June 22, 1981 

I receive the now public knowledge of .the pending resig
nation of Justice Potter Stewart with both regret and 
sympathetic understanding. While he was on the Sixth 
Circuit bench he came to Grand Rapids (Western District 
of Michigan) and heard several cases as a trial judge for 
the then ailing Chief Judge Raymond Starr, in 1959. As _ 
United States Attorney for this district it was my privi
lege to have tried two of them. He stated at that time 
that he would be a better appellate judge for the "trial
judge" experience. 

There are, of course, many reasons I need not be concerned 
with for the appointment of a particular person for a 
Supreme Court Justice by a President. I accept the re
leased statement from the White House concerning the qual
ifications that the President will be stressing. Inmaking 
my recommendations I fully and completely concur in the 
President's objectives. 

As a former United States Attorney (twice appointed by 
Pr~sident Eisenhower 1953 & 1957); as my party's candidate 
for Attorney General (Republican) in 1960; as a busy trial 
attorney from 1961-1970 (representing American Natural Gas, 
Michigan Consolidated Gas Co. from its Detroit offices), 
I had the opportunity to closely observe the career of 
Judge Cornelia Kennedy as a State Circuit Judge elected 
from Wayne County (Detroit). 
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• Hon. William French Smith Page Two 

Cornelia Kennedy was an outstandingly able state trial judge 
in Michigan at a time when women were not generally con
sidered for that position with great favor. There is no 
doubt in my mind that if "her political party'' had not con
trolled the administration from 1968-1976 she would have 
been elected to the office of Justice of the Michigan Su
preme Court. 

Since my appointment as United States District Judge by 
President Nixon, I have followed her career as a fellow 
jurist, reading her opinions while she was United States 
District Judge, Chief United States District Judge and a 
judge on th~ United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit. 

Cornelia Kennedy is certainly one of the (if not the) best 
qualified jurists in the United States today by .reason of 
training, experience, intelligence, integrity, and, above 
all, common sense. She has the courage · and fortitude to 
penetrate the fuzzy thinking of so many of our judges that 
is so badly needed in the appellate courts. (See copy of 
latest Court of Appeals decision in U.S. v. Alphonse Lewis, 
80-5183: Filed June 19, 1981). The senseless and ridicu
lous reversal of this criminal case in 13 pages was sensibly 
ans.wered by her in four pages). · 

It would be difficult to find another person ·who had de
monstrated as much clear, common sense thinking, who could 
earcy the prestige and credibility as a former trial judge, 
to the "high court. " · 

Sincerely, 

Wendell A. Miles 
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;Nnr tqe ~ 1tshlnt ~wrict nf ~id1ig1ttt 

~ titclt J&mte• (lfourtqou&e 

.!Iletroit 48:!26 

CHAMBERS OF 

RALPH M. FREEMAN 
JUDGE 

June 22, 1981 

Mr. Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Re: Supreme Court Vacancy 

Dear Mr. President: 

I would like to recommend the appointment of the Honorable 
Cornelia G. ~ennedy, Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit to 
fill the vacancy on the Supreme Court caused by the retirement 
of Justice Stewart. 

Judge Kennedy is especially well qualified for this 
important judicial position. She was a United States District 
judge of this district for about nine years (1970-79), and chief 
judge of the court for two years before her appointment to the 
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. She was also a state trial 
judge for three years in Detroit and prior to that was in 
private practice doing a lot of trial work, during which time 
she appeared several times in my court. I have had the oppor
tunity to see Judge Kennedy in action, both as a lawyer and 
judge, since 1967, and I can assure you that she has excellent 
qualifications for a Supreme Court justice. 

She is also a courageous person which characteristic is 
applied without exception in her judicial decisions. I con
sider her philosophy as a lawyer and a judge to be desirable 
for any federal judge including a justice of the Supreme 
Court. Her decisions will show that she interprets the law 
wisely and impartially and uses excellent judgment i n leaving 
the lawmaking function to Congress rather than the courts. 

For these reasons, I urge you to appoint Judge Kennedy 
to fill this vacancy. 
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President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

United States Attorney 

Southern District of Florida 

155 South Miami Avenue 

Miami, Florida 33130 

June 19, 1981 

Please careful . e-quaJ..if.;i.c;i.ons and seriously consider 

(I 
appointing norable Co lia G. Kenned Circuit Judge, Sixth 
Judicial Circ , United States Court of Appeals, to be the next Justice 
on the supreme Court of the United States. 

Judge Kennedy was a Republican app:)intee and has a strong Republican 
background. I have p:rrsonally observed her fonnulate opinions where there 
was no precedent, continually striving to uphold tough legislation passed 
by the Congress of the United States to combat criminal conditions in the 
country. She is a Judge who has consistently labored to uphold reasonable 
actions on the part of state and federal executive law enforcerrent and the 
efforts of Congress to corrbat .crime. She was an excellent Trial Judge, being 
fair to both sides, yet always exhibiting the greatest respect toward law 
enforcement. 

In four years in the early 1970's, I met at Judge Kennedy's home at 
every conceivable hour of the weekend and nighttime off-duty hours to sign 
cnurt authorized wiretap orders, to pursue great heroin and cocaine smuggling 
rings and the massive official corruption that ran through the p:)lice departrrents 
with organized crime figures in Detroit and its surrounding environs. She was 
an excellent U. S. District Court Trial Judge. On three occasions I met between 
the hours of 2:00 A.M. and 5:00 A.M. with Judge Kennedy to revia-, multiple 
arrests and search warrant affidavits in these cases. Judge Kennedy always 
cheerfully invited us to cnme at any hour we were prepared, gave every 
attention in the dead of the night to the complicated, imp::>rtant work product, 
and always cheerfully invited us back for any reason. Judge Kennedy looked for 
possible problem areas in the affidavi ts , asking questions , offering s uggestions , 
and eliciting testimony to fill in gaps that she thought might greater 
strengthen the documents against narcotics impJrters • 

.. -. ':' ,.., ... 
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I have mt seen Judge Kennedy in seven years. However, I know from the 
indefatigable way she worked to rrake the administration of justice function, 
as well as the mental brilliance she displayed in her opinions .and in trial 
court, that if any person, and yet any wonan, were to be considered to be a 
Justice of the Supreme Court, Judge Cornelia G. Kennedy wo i..-i-~-...,,..,...,g the best 
and the brightest candidates. 

Atlee W. W er III 
United tates Attorney 
Southern District of Florida and 
President, South Florida Chapter 
The Federal Bar Association 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 22, 1981 

Dear Mr. McDonnell: 

Thank you for your letter of June 19, 1981 to Edwin 
Meese recommending the Honorable Earl W. Kintner to 
fill the vacancy on the Supreme Court of the United States 
created by the announcement of the retirement of Associate 
Justice Potter Stewart. 

As you are probably aware, the President has announced his 
intention to nominate the Honorable Sandra D. O'Connor for 
the position. The President was presented with a most 
difficult decision, as there were many extremely well 
qualified individuals to consider. 

We very much appreciate your time and concern in writing to 
Mr. Meese regarding this important appointment and bringing 
the outstanding attributes of Mr. Kintner to his attention. 

Mr. Pierce McDonnell 
National Press Building 
Washington, D.C. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~" ~ A- • 

Fred F. Field~~ 
Counsel to the President 
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