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July 7, 1987 

I. North Letter 

II. Newington Photo Opportunity 

Any recollection? 

III. Role of Don Regan 

A. What did Regan say he knew about: 

1. Private Fundraising 
2. Iran Initiative 
3. Contra Resupply 
4. North Relationship 
5. Poindexter Relationship 

B. November 21-25 , 1986 I What does he recall about: 

1. Meese Reports 
2. Poindexter Meeting 
3. How this got started I Casey testimony 
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Data Suggest 
Reagan Signed 
Iran Document 

Investigators Are Seeking 
Copy of Secret Finding 
Approving Role of CIA 

By DAVID ROGERS 
Staff Reporte r of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

WASHINGTON- House and Senate in­
vestigators are pursuing evidence indicat­
ing President Reagan signed a secret find­
ing authorizing the Central Intelligence 
Agency's role in a November 1985 arms 
shipment to Iran. 

A copy of a signed finding hasn't been 
found, but investigative sources said infor­
mation received by the committees dis­
putes previous suggestions that the presi­
dent was unaware of the document. The 
finding, hastily prepared in November 1985 
in order to ratify the agency's role, bluntly 
describes the shipment as an arms-for-hos­
tage transaction. The evidence follows pre­
vious testimony of high-level efforts in the 
White House and CIA to cover up the ad­
ministration's involvement in the sale. 

Former White House aide Lt. Col. Oli­
ver North will be questioned about the 1985 
sale when he testifies before the Iran-Con­
tra congressional committees next week, 
and former National Security Adviser John 
Poindexter has been examined at length in 
secret depositions by the committees. 

Prior testimony indicates that both men 
last fall sought to mislead Congress about 
the nature of the 1985 shipment, and that 
former CIA Director William Casey ac­
quieseid to the scheme and later gave 
f~ testimony to the House Intelligence 
Committee. 

Col. North, who will testify under a 
grant of limited immunity, made a brief 
appearance before the committees yester­
day to turn over copies of personal papers 
related to the Iran-contra operation. The 
docwnents, contained in seven large 
binders, include telephone logs from his 
former National Security Council office, as 
well as the contents of an estimated 21 spi­
ral notebooks in which he recorded his ac­
tivit!_es. 

The notebooks, previously identified in 
public testimony by Col. North's former 
secretary Fawn Hall, may be a major 
source of information, but legal maneuver­
ing delayed their delivery. Their contents 
have been edited m some cases to delete 
personal and unrelated classified informa­
tion, but mvest1gators will have an oppor­
tunity to review the originals. if needed. 

In a transcript released after yester­
day's prcxeedmg. Col. North described the 
notebooks with understatement as "con­
taining day-to-da~ notations of some of my 
conversations and activities which may re­
late to the subject matter of your inquiry." 
According to the transcript, the documents 
also included personal calendars, corre­
spondence, photographs and a code book. 
· However low-key, Col. North's com­
ments constituted the first time he has an­
swered any questions from Congress since 
the Iran-contra affair broke last Novem­
ber. The limited immunity covers evidence 
obtained both from the documents sub­
poena and his testimony. To underscore 
this point, the Maline officer was first Jed 
through a series of questions by Arthur Li­
man, the Senate committee's counsel. At 
each juncture. the Marine officer, dressed 
in uniform and his medals for valor, in­
voked the Fifth Amendment until the grant 
of immunity was formally ordered to com­
pel his compliance. 

Col. North will be questioned further at 
a ptivate session with select committee 
members and staffers today. But this testi­
mony and the depositions by Adm. Poin­
dexter are closely guarded under an agree­
ment reached with Lawrence Walsh. the 
independent counsel investigating the Iran­
Contra affair. 

As former national security adviser, 
Adm. Poindexter is regarded as the most 
important witness in determining what Mr. 
Reagan was told of his aides ' plan to divert 
profits from the Iran arms sales in order 
to benefit Nicaraguan insurgents. The tes­
timony is expected generally to support the 
president's contention that he didn't know 
of the diversion. but two sources have said 
elements of Adm. Poindexter's testimony 
will be "disturbing" for the administration 
as It seeks to quell the controversy. 

The November 1985 shipment, involving 
Hawk surface-to-air missiles. was the sec­
ond of two transactions carried out that 
year in which U.S. weapons were taken 
from Israeli stocks and sold to Iran. Both 
cases raise questions of potential violations 
of the Arms Export Control Act, and the 
CIA prepared the November finding to rat­
ify Its own participation under intelligence 
laws. 

When the program was revamped 
weeks later. a secret finding signed at that 
time by President Re~gan allowed for the 
sale of U.S. weapons from American 
stocks and spoke of a much wider foreign­
policy initiative than simply an effort to 
swap arms for American hostages held in 
Lebanon. When the sales became known 
last fall, the White House insisted it had 
begun with this wider purpose. 

But If it proves correct that the presi­
dent signed the November finding, he 
would have known at that time of the ear­
lier, blunter goal it states. 



The President cannot say with certainty that he signed the 

December 5, 1985 finding , prepared by the Central 

Intelligence Agency , authorizing CIA assistance to private 

parties in their attempt to obtain the release of hostages . 

This Finding related to Israeli shipments of arms to Iran . 

The President remembers signing a finding authorizing direct 

U.S . sales several weeks later in January 1986. There is no 

record of the December 5 , 1985 finding in the official 

Presidential records, and there is no briefing paper or 

other record that would provide verification that the 

November finding was, in fact, signed . The President's best 

recollection is that he orally approved the 1985 shipme nts 

to Iran by Israel of certain weapons originating in the U. S . 

and that he approved the 1986 direct shipments by the U.S. 

of weapons to Iran in writing . Nevertheless, Admiral 

Poindexter states that the 1985 finding was signed by the 

President, and the President does not disagree with Admiral 

Poindexter's recollection. 

July 17, 1987 
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July 20, 1987 

I. December 7, 1987 Residence Notes. 

II. Da'Wa' Prisoners. 18 Kuwaiti Shiites attacked U.S. 
Embassy in Kuwait. Secord & Hakim negotiating 9 point 
plans with Iranians in 1986. Included release of 
Da was, partially in exchange for release of U.S. 
hostages. 

III. Costa Rican airstrip at Santa Elena. Poindexter said 
he briefed the President, perhaps in connection with 
Poindexter's trip in December of 1985. Any 
recollection of briefing? 

Possible some Santa Elena airstrip pictures in a photo 
album prepared for North which North gave to Poindexter 
to brief the President. Poindexter has not yet said 
whether he gave album to the President. Any 
recollection of seeing the album? 
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