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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHING T ON 

July 13, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR ARTHUR B. CULVAHOUSE, JR. 

FROM: WILLIAM B. LYTTON III v(.r-/ 

SUBJECT: THE PRESIDENT'S PHONE CALL TO OLIVER NORTH, 
NOVEMBER 25, 1986 

The President called Oliver on Thursday, November 25, 1986. 
phone call was made by the President, from the Residence, at 
p.m. and lasted two minutes. North received the call at the 
Sheraton Hotel in Vienna, Virginia. 

The 
6:43 

The President has not publicly said what he said in that phone 
call. 

North testified on July 7, 1987 (p. 25) that the President said, 
"I just didn't know." 

Richard Secord, who was present with North when the President's 
phone call was received, could not hear the President's words, 
but described North's end of the conversation as follows: 

"And he [North] said, 'Yes, Mr. President, Yes, Mr. 
President. Thank you very much, Mr. President.' 

And then he [North] said that I was just sorry it had to end 
this way, I was trying to serve you the best way I knew how, 
Mr. President." (5/ 6/ 8 7 , a.m. p. 135) 

Fawn Hall testified on June 8, 1987 that, after the phone call, 
North told her of the call and said that the President "called 
him an American hero and that he just didn't know." (6/ 8/ 87, 
p.m., p. 162) 

Craig Coy testified in his deposition of June 1, 1987 that North 
had told Coy and Robert Earl that the President had called North 
and said "he was sorry that he had to let Ollie go, but he had 
to--something along those lines." (6/ 1/ 87, p. 23). 



Robert Earl testified in his deposition of May 2, 1087 that North 
told Coy and Earl that the President had said, "something like 
that, that it is important that I not know." (5/2/87, p. 45) 

North, when confronted on July 8, 1987 (p. 2) with Earl's version 
of that conversation, said he was sure that the President said, 
"I just didn't know," and that "it may be that the President said 
it's important that I--LtCol North--understand that he did not 
know, but I wouldn't have characterized it the way you have just 
indicated." 

Coy, when confronted with Earl's version, said he did not recall 
that, and said it "sounds too much like a Watergate-James Bond 
kind of thing. I think I would have recalled something like 
that, and it just didn't strike me as anything like that in the 
conversation, and it doesn't match anything that I heard or 
happened subsequent to that." (6/1/87, p. 24) 
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Ms. HALL. No. 

~ 56 8 Mr. EELNICK . Did you subsequently duriny the day learn 

J569 th 2t it was the number of a hotel? 

357e Ms . HALt. I knew at the time it was the number of a hotel 

3571 because he gave me an extension. 

3572 Mr. BELNICK. Did you know which hotel? 

3573 Ms. HAL~. No, I didn't . 

3574 Mr. BELNICK . And you can•t recall now which hotel it was? 

3575 Ms. HALL. I don 't believe I ever knew. 

~76 Mr. BELNICK . Sometime in the afternoon did you receive a 

' 3577 telephone cail from the White House operator? 

3578 Ms. HALL. Yes, sir. --
3579 Mr. EELNICK. would you tell us about that call? 

3580 Ms . HALL. sometime late afternoon, the phone rang, I 

) ;581 answered it, it was the White P.ouse operator saying the 

3582 President would like to s~eak with Colonel North. I asked 

3583 her if she would hold for a moment. r placed a call to · the 

3584 hotel and told him the President would like to speak with 

3585 him and I was going to go ahead and give the operator the 

3586 number and have her call. He said yes, and I did so. 

3587 Mr. BELNICK . Did you subsequently learn from Colonel 

3588 North ~hether he had spoken to the Preslaent? 

3589 Ms. HALL . Yes, sir . 

3590 Mr. BELNICK. And what did Colonel North tell_y.Q__U.. about 

3591 his phone call with the President? ----
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3592 Ms. H>-LL. He said the PLesident c alled him an American 

3595 

3596 

3597 

3598 

3599 

3600 

3601 

hero and that he just didn't know. 

Mr. BELNICK . The President said that he, the President, 

jus t didn't know? 

Ms. HALL. That's what I recall Colonel NoLth saying. 

Mr. EELNICK. Did Colonel North expla~n what he understood 

that reference to mean? 

Ms. HAL~. No, sir . 

Mr. BELNICK. YOU didn ' t ask about it? 

Ms. HALL. No, sir- . 

3602 Mr. EELNICK. In the afternoon of November 25, the same 

3603 day as the .Attorney General's ~r-ess confer-ence, do you 

3604 recall that Colonel North's office was sealed by the NSC 

3605 

t606 

staff? 

Ms. HALL . Yes, sir. 

3607 Mr. BELNICK. That was under the direction of Erenda Reger-

36£ 8 

3609 

3610 

3611 

3612 

3613 

who l s the NSC officer- in char-ge of Freedom of Infor-matlon 

Act requests·? 

Ms. HALL. xes , sir . 

rr-. BELNICK . Ms. Reger ana her assistants in addition to 

sealing the officer wer-e boxing up documents; correct, Ms. 

P.all? 

3614 Ms . HALL. Yes, sir. 

3615 Mr. BELNICK. And you over-hear-ct commander- coy and 

36 16 Lieutenant Colonei Earl discussing how they were going to be 
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536 But again, I wish to r:eiter:ate that thr oughout, I believ~ 

537 that the President had indeed authorized such activity. No 

538 other person with whom I was in contact with during my 

539 tenur:e at the White House told me that he or: she ever: 

540 discussed the issue of the residuals or profits with the 

541 President. 

542 In late November:, two other: things occur:r:ed which relate 

543 to this issue. 

544 On or: about Friday, November 2 1 , I Asked Admir:al 

545 Poindexter: directly, '' Does the President know? '' He told 

546 me he did not . 

547 And on November 2'5, the day I was r:eassigru~d hacJ{ to thG 

548 United States Mar:ine Corps for: ser:vice, the President of the 

549 United states called me. In tne cour~;e o call, the 

550 President said to me, words to the ef- ect that, ''I just 

551 didn't l:now. '' 

552 Those are the facts as I know them, Mr . Nields . I was 

553 glad that when you ~ntroduced th~s, you sa~d that you wanted 

554 to hear: the tr:uth . I came her:e to tell you the tr:uth, the 

555 good, the bad, and the ugly. 

556 I am her:e to tell it all--pleasant and unpleasant, and I aa 

557 here to accept responsibility for: that which I did . 

558 I will not accept responsibility for: that which I did no~ 

559 do . 

560 Chair:man INOUYE. Befor:e proceeding, may I make an inquir:y 
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I 

I 26 was in the office and he had known that the President had 

I 27 called, I think probably because the original call in the 

28 effort to find me, White House Signal had called through my 

29 office. 

30 Mr. NIELDS. My question is this, and I need to ask it of 

31 you, sir. 

32 Did you say to him in words or substance that the 

33 President had said to you, ''It is important that I not 

34 know?'' 

35 Mr . NORTH. Counsel, I don't recall the conversation that 

36 way. I am sure that what I said was basically what I told 

37 you yesterday, and that is that the President had told me, 

38 ' 'I just didn't know,'' and it may he that the President 

39 said it is important that I, Lieutenant Colonel Horth, 

40 unaerstand that he did not know. But I wouldn't have 

41 characterized it the way you have just indicated, I don't 

42 be lieve. 

43 Mr. NIELDS. Yesterday--

Chairman INOUYE. Excuse me. 

Colonel, I think it might help if you would lift the mike 

a little higher . 

Thank you. 

Mr. NORTH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. NIELDS. Yesterday I asked you some questions and you 

so gave some answers about a one-page insert into a draft of 
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