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WHITE HOUSE

9,/20/84

Jim:

Attached is a draft on the
Ottoman Empire issue.

I would appreciate your
comments and a chance to
talk with you Tuesday
when I return from Boston.
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Maardt vears aco, one of the greatest tragedies—i
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men, women and children were massacred in their historic

homeland.

These Armenians were dispersed throughout the Middle East
and elsewhere in the world. Some went to the Soviet Union where
today they continue to suffer from religious persecution and
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virtuelly every field of endeavor and have clearlyv enriched our
naticnal heritage. They have been vibrant members of our
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GOVERNOR'S OFFICE
July 30, 1984

Dear Lee:

Attached is a copy of a recent
editorial comment which appeared in
the Armenian (english-language) news-
paper, The California Courier.

The columnist, Mr. George Mason,
a lawyer-stockbroker with Bear Stearns,
is the owner and publisher of this
weekly paper.

I am sending it along to vou,
because it describes, in a brief
article, exactly what is happening
among Armenian-Americans and espec-
ially those who are Republicans.

Most cordially,
George

Attachment

Mr. Lee Verstandig
Assistant to the President
for Intergovernmental Affairs
The White House
Washington D.C. 20500

From tie desk o7

COVERNOR GEORGE DEUKMENAN



Page 8 THE CALIFORNIA COURIER July 12, 1984

EDITORIAL

THIS
& THAT

~ ~ By George Mason

G.0.P. LOSING

The Republicans are losing the support of countless conservative
Armenian Americans. [ fear that they may never win such people back
because of the depth of their feeling about this issue. It hurts Arme-

nians even more that it is President Reagan who allows such a state
of affairs. Reagan had been supported by Armenians way back when

he ran for Governor of California and had always professed sympathy
and understanding for the the Armenlan plight.

Yes, I am a Republican and I continue to support President Reagan.
I think he is an excellent leader of the free world and a good man.
1 feel terrible that he is losing the support of the Armenian Americans
who are so closely allied with the policies he espouses — free enter-
prise, individualism and a commitment to national defense.

As strongly as I support the Republicans, however, 1 can’t sit
through another of these funerals — hear about the horrible sufferings

perpetrated by the Turks, then overlook the fact that our government
refuses to acknowledge such an outrageous event,

Certainly the Turks will be offended if the U.S. acknowledges the
historical fact of the genocide. But how much more does America lose
as a nation by refusing to do so, President Reagan must realize that
the State Department is worried only about its relationship with Turkey.
He must worry about the image the U.S. projects, the impact of his
policies upon loyal Americans and political supporters, and being con-
sistent with his former promises and declarations. Finally, he should
realize that if the Turks are offended, they will quickly get over it.
They want our aid and our support. But the Armenian Americans who
are offended may never be able to forgive him. In the long run the
loss of their political support may be more costly to the country than
the temporary irritation of the Turks.
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON ke

CONFIDENEZAL

June 9, 198L

ﬁtﬁé ’&G'&:‘wi z"'r)
VEMORANDUM FOR JAMES A. BAKER, ITI NiS f97“0%/9 #5

FROM: ROBERT C. MLFAPLANE . u:;/ wm_é.__,. WNARA, CATE3 {_/Q {

Lv SUBJECT: Armenian-Americans Concerns
égé” In response to your note on Lee Verstandig's memo Tab A, I have
asked State to draft a Fresidential letter aimed at elleviating
rAVA Armeniarn-~American concerns about U.S. policy in this sensitive
MJ area. The statement, however, would also clearly denounce

Armenian terrorist activitiles and would lay out the foreign
policy implications (i.e., especially relations with Turkey)
Iw{ that the President must consider. I suggest that the letter go

to Deukmejian under a cover letter from me. We could consider
public releagse of the President's letter at an appropriate time
ﬂ ddrlng the cempaign.

I have several points to make with regard to the general tenor of
Lee's memo. The President's meeting with the Armenian-Americans
was set up without consultations with the NSC. We did respond to
a last-minute request from Lee's staff for talking points, in
which we tried to steer the President clear of the thorny 1915
genocide question. Governor Deukmejian appears to be trying to
take advantage of a vague Presidential promise "to follow up."

At Lee's request we considered variocus options, but thought the
Governor was beling less than straightforward given that he knew
the State Department had issued a clarification to its earlier
alleged controversial statement in the Department's Bulletin.
Moreover, Deukmejian surely was also aware that for forelgn
policy reasons we could not be as forthcoming as he hoped.

We subsequently adrafted a reply from Lee to Deukmejiian, but as
you may recall we agreed it would be better for me to call the
— Governor--which I did--rather than for me to send a letter.

2;i) Ags T indicated at the outset, we wish to be helpful, but must be
mindful of Turkish sensitivities (they have made a number of high
ésx level representations concerning the Congressional resolutions)

“Qi and be particularly alert to any language which appears to

condone or offer excuses for Armenian terrorist activities.

Attachment
Tab A Verstandig memo




July 3, 1984

e

I understand that you and others in the Named ethnic group
community are concerned over our position on a resolution
designating April 24 as a National Day of Remembrance of Man's
Inhumanity to Man. I deeply sympathize with all those who
suffered during the terrible days of 1915. My heart goes out to
them and to their families who continue to live in the shadow of
the intense feelings aroused by thegg tragic historical events.
At the same time, we must remain s itd e ern
phenomenon of the inte ional terrorism, which has taken on an
increasingly ugly role on world affairs and is a major concern of
our Administration. Mindful of the climate in which terrorism
thrives, the Department is concerned, as am I, the Congressional
action highlighting the events of 1915 could unintentionally
encourage extremist groups which have carried out terrorist
attacks against the® Named”government and its people. We are also
concerned over the potential broader foreign policy implications

of such a resolution. I appreciate your personal interest and
delicate position.

Please let me assure vou that our position is in no way intended
to overlook or condone the tragic historical events which befeld
the ' Named” people.
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State of California
GCOVERNOR S OFFICE
SACRAMENTO 25814

April 13, 1984

SEORGE DEUKMEJIAN

COVERNDE

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Each year on April 24, Armenians throughout the world
commemorate the Armenian Genocide of 1915-23. Your eloguent
statement of April 15, 1980 and your reference to the Armenian
tragedy in proclamation 4838 last year demonstrated to the
community your strong sense of commitment to remembrance of
such crimes against humanity in order to prevent the recurrence.

During the recent memorable meeting in your office, the
delegation of Armenian-Americans were delighted and grateful
with your continuing support for not only recognition of the
Genocide but more importantly your genuine interest in resolving
the crisis which has lingered for far too long between the
Armenian and Turkish people.

It had been the fervent hope of the Armenian-American
community that the House and Senate resolutions calling for
designation of April 24, 1984 as a National Day of Remembrance
of man's inhumanity to man would have been enacted and that
you would then issue a proclamation in recognition of this
most solemn day. I regret to relate that I have been advised
that the resolutions did not pass in either branch and that
the failure of these resolutions was due in large measure to
a campaign of the State Department in opposition.

fs

[}

I would like every American, every American of Armenian
descent to realize what I know to be the case: that opposition
to this legislation did not reflect your views. Consequently,
I respectfully request that you issue a proclamation on
April 24 of this year recognizing this tragic historical event
with the hope that the world will never experience another
genocide.

Most/pordially,
Li?

7 i
R I NN g S

y
Géorge Deukmejian
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TO: LEE VERSTANDIC FROM: EEF EBACAIGIAN ANKD CREG KANWATIAN
CALTPCENTA GOVERNOE'S OFFICE
(916) 326 - 3622

STATEMENT ON TEE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE.

Rpril 15, 1980

&5 years ago, one af the greatest tragedies in the annals
cf recorded history occured when ome and a halZX million innccent

Armenian men, women and children were massacrad in the shadeow
Of Mto Ararat. N -

Their only “crime® was their century old dedicaticn toc 1ive
theirx lives as free Arrenians professing their Christian belis=fs
in 2 homa land that had previously dazxled Asia minor with its
prominence and pawer.

To this day, the Armenian diazspcora is reccvering f£rom ths
Elood bath of 1915. Armenians in Lebanon, Turkey and other partis
cf the Middle East are still suffering from ancestral hatreds
and discrimination. Armenian freedom fighters in the Armenia=n
SEP are still anguishing in prpisons and asylurs and in this country,
the Armenian czuse is still only dicmly understocd.

The 1%80*s must be that periocd when the voices of Americaans
cf Armenian ancestory are heard in the councils of government.
It crust be that periocd when America and its allies throughouk
the free world resolve thet the tragedy of 1915 never again b=
repeated. I join with the Arerican-2Zrmenian community in
solumn repmexbrance of the martyrs of 1%15.

Ronald Reagan




Proclamation 4838 of April 22, 1981

Days of Remembrance of Victims of the Holocaust -

By the President of the United States of America . -

A Proclamation

The Congress of the United States established the United States Holocaust
Memorial Council to create a living memorial to the victims of the Nazi
Holocaust, Its purpose: So mankind will never lose memory of that terrible
moment in time when the awful spectre of death camps stained the history
of our world.

When America and its allies liberated those haunting places of terror and
sick destructiveness. the world came to a vivid and tragic understanding of
the evil it faced in those years of the Second World War. Each of those
names—Auschwitz. Buchenwald, Dachau, Treblinka and so many others——
became synonvmous with horror.

The millions of deaths, the gas chambers. the inhuman crematoria. and the
. thousands of people who somehow survived with lifetime scars are all now

part of the conscience of history. Forever must we remember just how pre-
cious is civilization, how important is liberty. and how heroic is the human
spirit.

Like the genocide of the Armenians before il. and the genocide of the Cam-
bodians which followed it—and like too many other such persecutions
of too many other peoples—the lessons of the Holocaust must never be
forgotten. i

As part of its mandate, the Holocaust Memorial Council has been directed
to designate annual Days of Remembrance as a national. civic commemora-
tion of the Holocaust, and to encourage and sponsor appropriate observ-
ances throughout the United States. This year. the national Days of Remem-
brance will be observed on April 26 through May 3.

NOW, THEREFORE. I. RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America. do hereby ask the people of the United States to observe this
solemn anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi death camps. with appro-
priate study, prayers and commemoration. as & tribute to the spirit of free-
dom and justice which Americans fought so hard and well to preserve.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this 22nd day of
April. in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one. and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.

RONALD REAGAN
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MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES A, BAKER, III

FROM: LEE L. VERSTANDIG A_.___

SUBJECT : ARMENIAN~AMERICAN CONCERN

The relationship between the Administration and the
Armenian-Americans has now become a significant political
issue that appears to be extending beyond the Armenian
community to Greek-American and Jewish communities as well.

Governor George Deukmejian (R-CA) met with me last week during
the Western Governors' Association conference and again raised
the Armenian issue which he believes is becoming a major
political embarrassment for the Administration. His concern
stems from the lack of follow-up promised by the President at
last December's Oval Office meeting with the Governor and
leaders of the Armenian-American community.

During that very congenial meeting the Governor, citing the
Armenian Genocide of 1915-23, expressed grave concern about a
footnote to an article printed in the August, 1982 State
Department Bulletin, which said: "... the Department of State

does not endorse allegations that the Turkish Government
committed a genocide against the Armenian people."

The President indicated that he was unaware of the State
Department disclaimer until that time but promised the
Governor he would "follow-up."

I have repeatedly asked NSC to "follow-up" on that matter to
enable me to get back to the Governor.

In early April the Governor perscnally called me inquiring

about the "follow-up." My repeated urgings of NSC received no
response.

Soon thereafter, the Governor wrote to the President
requesting a resolution and/or proclamation commemorating
April 24, 1984 as a National Day of Remembrance in recognition
of the Armenian Genocide. The letter also expressed regret
that a resclution was not passed in Congress due to State
Department opposition. In order to solicit a response to the
Governor's letter, it was forwarded to NSC and State for
reply.




Finally, NSC suggested a response from me that I found to be
untimely. Upon learning that the Governor was preparing to
call the President directly about the request, I telexed the
attached memo and materials to Mike Deaver at the Western
White House. Note that I recommended Bud McFarlane call the
Governor in response to his letter and provide an explanation
of the situation.

Bud did talk with the Governor. However, the Governor
continues to be concerned.

During my conversation at the Western Governors' Association
meeting, Governor Deukmejian reemphasized his feelings that it
is extremely important that the President reaffirm his "strong
sense of commitment” on this matter. The President issued a
statement during the 1980 campaign (April 15) and signed a
proclamation on April 27, 1981. The Governor noted that both
Walter Mondale and Gary Hart have released statements this
year recognizing the Armenian Genocide of 1915-23.

Since my meeting with the Governor, the State Department has
indicated in a draft letter prepared for Secretary Shultz,
that State acknowledges that it retracted that footnote in a
Bulletin issued after August 1982.

Given the sensitivity of the issue with Armenians and other
significant ethnic groups, I recommend we review our
statements with a view toward clarifying the President's
position on this matter.



UNC NS

CLASSIFICATION
CIRCLE ONE BELOW MODE PAGES X
IMMEDIATE ~ DACOM # — RELEASER

@ DEX  # —— ore Q21233 Z TN/ &
ROUTINE A
s 09

FROM/LOC ATION/

R KIMMTT ASHA0RD (CASTLE.

TO/LOCATION/TIME OF RECEIPT
v ~Ton PO PEXTER. WHSP 0212422 It &S

2

3

4,

INFORMATION ADDEES/LOCATION/TIME OF RECEIPT

1.

2

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS/REMARKS:

UNCLAS

CLASSIFICATION

WHCA FORM 8, 26 FEB 81




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 20, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR -MICHAEL DEAVER

FROM: LEE L. VERSTANDIG

SUBJECT: GOVERNOR DEUKMEJIAN (R-CA) REQUEST FOR A
PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION ON ALLEGED ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

This is to alert you to an issue which the Office of
Intergovernmental Affairs has been working on which has
significant political and foreign policy ramifications.

In fact, Governor George Deukmejian (R-CA) may call the
President (or Secretary Shultz) this weekend with his appeal
for a proclamation on April 24 commemorating the Armenian
genocide of 1915.

The Governor wrote a letter to the President requesting the
proclamation on April 13. My office received the letter on
April 17.

The request stems from the President's meeting in the Oval
Office with Governor Deukmejian and leaders of the
American~Armenian Community last December at which time they
questioned a disclaimer of recognition of the Armenian
genocide in a State Department publication. The President
expressed concern and said he would look into it.

Since that time I have made inguiries through NSC as a
follow-up to the President's concern. Ken Khachigian has
contacted my office several times regarding that follow-up.

During my regular contact with Steve Merksamer, the Governor's
Chief of Staff, he never expressed any concern about the
Governor's follow-up inquiries. Since December, NSC has
reported the State Department's reluctance to modify the
August 1982 state disclaimer.

The Governor called me April 10 (Steve was not aware until I
informed him) and inquired as to the status of the follow-up
response to the American-Armenian question.

Upon receiving the telephone call I again urged NSC to provide
me with some response on the follow-up matter.



The Governor's most recent letter expresses concern about the
failure of Congress to pass a resolution commemorating the
Armenian genocide and urges a Presidential proclamation for a
National Day of Rememberance ({April 24). Upon receipt, I sent
‘a copy to NSC for an immediate response.

NSC responded by advising me that it was not in our foreign
policy interest to have the President issue such a
proclamation. Rather, NSC submitted a draft response to the
Governor from me.

After discussing this matter with Bob Kimmitt and John
Poindexter, we would recommend the following action:

1. That no proclamation be issues at this time.
2. That Bud McFarlane call the Governor in response to his
letter to the President and provide an explanation of the

situation.

3. That a member of the NSC staff call Ken Khachigian and
provide a suitable explanation.

Attachments

cc: Robert Kimmitt
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

PRESIDENTIAL MEETING WITH GOVERNOR GEORGE DEURMEJIAN
(R - CALIFORNIA) AND EIGHT ARMENIAN-AMERICAN LEADERS

Date: December 6, 1983
Location: Owval Office

Time: 4:30-4:45 P.M.
From: Lee L. Verstandig

Purgose

Governor Deukmejian has not visited with you in the Oval
Office since he became Governor of California. The
Governor has asked that during his meeting with you

he be able to introduce you to a small delegation of
National Armenian-American leaders.

Background

-

Governor Deukmejian is pa§§ng a courtesy call on you and
chose not to take your time to bring up issues of concern
to the state of California nor to discuss national
domestic policy. Instead, the Governor wanted to give you
the opportunity to meet with some of the Armenian-American
leaders from across the country.

Attached are brief biographical sketches of the attendees.

The American-Armenians are expected to raise the issue of
the so-called Armenian genocide which took place in Turkey
in 1915.

They will likely call attention to an August, 1982
Department of State Bulletin article that appeared
entitled "Armenian Terrorism: A Profile."

The note at the end of the article states the following:

"Because the historical record of the 1915
events in Asia Minor is ambigquous, the
Department of State does not endorse
allegations that the Turkish government
committed a genocide against the Armenian
people.”

The Armenian community has been most upset with this
statement.



i

The Armenian-Americans are expected to agree with a
comment that you made at a recent reception for ethnic
newspapers that Armenians and Turks should sit down and
settle their long standing differences.

Finally, the Armenian-Americans may ask you to consider
appointing another person of Armenian heritage to the U.$
Holocaust Memorial Council. Of sixty members, only one is

an Armenian American.

3. Participants

Governor George Deukmejian (R-California)
Archie Dickranian -
Hirair Hovnanian -
Kenneth Khachigian
Edward Mardigian
Alex Manoogian
Karl M. Samuelian
David Shakarian
Barry Zorthian

Lee L. Verstandig
Andrew H, Card, Jr.

i

4, Press Plan

White House photographer.

5. Seaquence of Events

4:30 P.M. - Lee Verstandig will accompany the Governor and
the eight Armenian Americans into +he Oval
Office. .

4:30 - 4:10 P.M. - Governor Deukmejian and the eight
Armenian~Americans will raise
issues of concern to the Armenian-
American community.

4:10 ~ 4:45 P.M, - You can respond to Governor
Deukmejian's and the Armenian-
Americans presentation and follow
with a general discussion. (Talking
points attached.)

Attachments.
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
April 18, 1984
MEMORANDUM FOR LEE VERSTANDIG . /4
u\‘ P :
FROM: ROBERT C. MCFARLANE |') >y
{7
i
SUBJECT: Request for Presidential Proclamation on Alleged

Armenian Genocide

Thank you for the opportunity to draft the reply to Governor
Deukmejian. While we in no way wish to condone genocide, it does
not serve our foreign policy interests, particularly as they
relate to international terrorism and to Turkey, to make an
annual issue of the tragic events of 1915,

I fully recognize that the reply we have drafted for your
signature will not please Governor Deukmejian, but we believe it
explains to him, in polite terms, our concerns and policy
objectives.

Attachment -

cc: Dick Darman
Faith whittlesey




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Governor Deukmejian:

The President asked me to respond to your letter requesting that
he issue a proclamation on April 24 recognizing the tragic
historical event of 1815,

Ve recognize and appreciate your prominent role in the
Armenian-American community and have taken a close look at your
request, in conjunction with the Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs. As a result of this review, I must
inform you that the President will not be issuing a proclamation.
We know you will be disappointed by cur decision, but hope you
will understand.

International terrorism has taken on an increasingly ugly role in
world affairs and is a major concern of the Administration's.
Against this background, we are deeplv concerned that a
Presidential proclamation or Congressional resolution could
unintentionally encourage extremist groups to carry out a
terrorist campaign against the Turkish government and its people.

I have been asked to reemphasize that we appreciate youxr interest
and delicate position. Again thank you for writing.

Sincerely,

Lee Verstandig

The Honorable George Deukmejian
Governor of California
Sacramento, California 95814



July 3, 1984

In forwarding the letter on the tragic historical events of 1915,
I wish to reiterate our position on the controversy = of which
you are well aware - which arose two years ago over the incorrect
insertion in a footnote to an article on terrorism in the
Bulletin.

The footnote stated that the Department "does not endorse
allegations that the“Named”Government committed a genocide against
the’Named’people." The Department, as vou probably know, issued

a clarification in a subsequent issue of the Bulletin stating

that the earlier article and its accompanying notes and

footnotes: . . . " were not intended as a statement of policy.

Nor did they represent any change in policy."

I wish to repeat our position:

The Department has confirmed that neither the article on” Named
Ethnic group“terrorism in the August 1982 Bulletin, its
accompanying note or footnotes were intended as statement of
policy. ©Nor did they represent any change in policy. An
editor's note to this effect was included in the April 1983 issue
cf the Bulletin.

We hope this reaffirmation addresses your questions.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 20, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEL DEAVER

FROM: LEE L. VERSTANDIG

SUBJECT : GOVERNOR DEUKMEJIAN (R-CA) REQUEST FOR A
PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION ON ALLEGED ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

This is to alert you to an issue which the Office of
Intergovernmental Affairs has been working on which has
significant political and foreign policy ramifications.

In fact, Governor George Deukmejian (R-CA) may call the
President (or Secretary Shultz) this weekend with his appeal
for a proclamation on April 24 commemorating the Armenian
genocide of 1915.

The Governor wrote a letter to the President regquesting the
proclamation on April 13. My office received the letter on
April 17.

The request stems from the President's meeting in the Oval
Office with Governor Deukmejian and leaders of the
American-Armenian Community last December at which time they
questioned a disclaimer of recognition of the Armenian
genocide in a State Department publication. The President
expressed concern and said he would look into it.

Since that time I have made inquiries through NSC as a
follow-up to the President's concern. Ken Khachigian has
contacted my office several times regarding that follow-up.

During my reqgular contact with Steve Merksamer, the Governor's
Chief of Staff, he never expressed any concern about the
Governor's follow-up inquiries. Since December, NSC has
reported the State Department's reluctance to modify the
August 1982 state disclaimer.

The Governor called me April 10 (Steve was not aware until I
informed him) and inguired as to the status of the follow-up
response to the American~-Armenian gquestion.

Upon receiving the telephone call I again urged NSC to provide
me with some response on the follow-up matter.



The Governor's most recent letter expresses concern about the
failure of Congress to pass a resolution commemorating the
Armenian genocide and urges a Presidential proclamation for a
National Day of Rememberance (April 24}, Upon receipt, I sent
a copy to NSC for an immediate response.

NSC responded by advising me that it was not in our foreign
policy interest to have the President issue such a
proclamation. Rather, NSC submitted a draft response to the
Governor from me.

After discussing this matter with Bob Kimmitt and John
Poindexter, we would recommend the following action:

1. That no proclamation be issues at this time.
2. That Bud McFarlane call the Governor in response to his
letter to the President and provide an explanation of the

situation.

3. That a member of the NSC staff call Ken Khachigian and
provide a suitable explanation.

Attachments

cc: Robert Kimmitt
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State of California
GCGOVERNOR S QFFICE
SACRAMENTO 25814

RCE DEURMEJIAN

April 13, 1984

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Each year on April 24, Armenians throughout the world
commemorate the Armenian Genocide of 1915-23. Your eloquent
statement of April 15, 1980 and your reference to the Armenian
tragedy in proclamation 4838 last year demonstrated to the
community your strong sense of commitment to remembrance of
such crimes against humanity in order to prevent the recurrence.

During the recent memorable meeting in your office, the
delegation of Armenian-Americans were delighted and grateful
with your continuing support for not only recognition of the
Genocide but more importantly your genuine interest in resolving
the crisis which has lingered for far too long between the
Armenian and Turkish people.

It had been the fervent hope of the Armenian-American
community that the House and Senate resolutions calling for
designation of April 24, 1984 as a National Day of Remembrance
of man's inhumanity to man would have been enacted and that
you would then issue a proclamation in recognition of this
most solemn day. I regret to relate that I have been advised
that the resolutions did not pass in either branch and that
the failure of these resoclutions was due in large measure to
a campaign of the State Department in opposition.

I would like every American, every American of Armenian
descent to realize what I know to be the case: that opposition
to this legislation did not reflect your views. Consequently,
I respectfully request that you issue a proclamation on
April 24 of this year recognizing this tragic historical event
with the hope that the world will never experience another
genocide.

Most cordially,

,~/u" yus

Géorge Deukmejian
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S{EAMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

April 18, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR LEE VERSTANDIG
W
FROM : ROBERT C. MCFARLANE I' /.
SUBJECT: Reguest for Presidential Proclamation on Alleged
Armenian Genocide '

Thank vou for the opportunity to draft the reply to Governor
Deukmeijian. While we in no way wish to condone genocide, it does
not serve our foreign policy interests, particularly as they
relate to international terrorism and to Turkey, to make an
annual issue of the tragic events of 1815.

I fully recognize that the reply we have drafted for vour
signeture will not please Governor Deukmejian, but we believe it
explains to him, in polite terms, our concerns and policy
objectives,

Attachment -

cc: Dick Darman
Faith Whittlesey



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Governor Deukmeijian:

The President asked me to respond to your letter regquesting that
he issue a proclamation on April 24 recognizing the tracgic
historical event of 1915,

¥e recognize and appreciate your prominent role in the
Armenian~American community and have taken a close look at your
request, in conjunction with the Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs. 2As a result of this review, I must
inform you that the President will not be issuing a proclamation.
We know you will be disappointed by cur decision, but hope you
will understand,

International terrorism has taken on an increasingly ugly role in
world affairs and is a major concern of the Administration's.
Against this background, we are deeplv concerned that a
Presidential proclamation or Congressional resolution could
unintentionally encourage extremist groups to carry out a
terrcrist campaign against the Turkish government and its people.

I have been asked to reemphasize that we appreciate your interest
ard delicate position. Again thank you for writing.

Sincerely,

Lee Verstandig

The Honorable George Deukmejian
Governor of California
Sacramento, California 95814




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 20, 1984

HEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEL DEAVER

FROM: LEE L. VERSTANDIG

SUBJECT: GOVERNOR DEUKMEJIAN (R~CA) REQUEST FOR A
PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION ON ALLEGED ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

Y SO FN I TR

\ ~umpalertimg you to a—prﬂb&em Intergovernmental Affairs has , Fcdend
been working on,lswe cahpet—resedve jlirid sy A~ i :!4
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Governor George Deukmeijian (R-CA) mav call the President, this
weekend to try to solicit his assitance. \\j/

The CGovernor wrote to the President on April 13, 1984 ;Jngf)
requesting a proclamation on April 24 commemorating the
Armenian genccide of 1915,

oy
The following relate to the Governor's recuest:

o April 15, 1980, cencdidate Ronald Reagan issues a statement
on Armenian Genocide

o April 22, 1981, the President included a reference to the
"genccide of the Armenians" in Proclamation 4838 "Days of
Remembreance of Victims of the Holocaust"”

o December 7, 1983, the President met in the Oval Office
with Governor Deukmejian and leaders of the American-
Armenian Ceommunity.
They questioned a disclaimer of recognition of the
Armenian genocide in a State Department publication.
The President expressed concern and said he would look
into 1it.

"0 Since the meeting, Ken Khachigian has contacted or office
several times for follow-up. NSC was handling the issue.

o Steve Merksamer, the Governor's Chief of Staff was in
regular communications with me but never expressed
real concern about the Governor's inquirie.

o The Governor called last week ~ Steve was not aware - and
ingquired as to the status of the President's response *o
the American-Armenian question.




Since December, we have been in touch with NSC, and State
about the Governor's interest. NSC has prepared a response to
the Governor's letter expressing NSC's concern.

NKSC does not think the President should issue a proclamation
due to the sensitive relationships existing regarding Turkey
and Cvprus.

NSC advised that I write and or call the Governor to tell him
why we cannot comply with his request., My contact may not
satisfy the Governor and Ken Khachigian suggests that the
Governor may try to call the President directly o get
assistance,

You should also be aware that an article in todav's Washington
Times points to the controversy of Mayor Edward Koch's
proclamation of Turkish-American Day in New York. Tuesday,
2pril 24 is observed by Armenian groups as "Armenian Genocide
Day" and some fear that rememberance of that day would invite
conflict with the Turkish community celebrating April 23's
traditional "Children's Day."



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

PRESIDENTIAL MEETING WITH GOVERNOR GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN
(R - CALIFORNIA) AND EIGHT ARMENIAN-AMERICAN LEADERS

Date: December 6, 1983
Location: Oval Cffice

Time: 4:30-4:45 P.M.
From: Lee L. Verstandig

PurEose

Governor Deukmeijian has not visited with you in the Oval
Office since he became Governor of California. The
Governor has asked that during his meeting with you

he be able to introduce vou to a small delegation of
National Armenian-American leaders.

Background

Governor Deukmejian is paying a courtesy call on you and
chose not to take your time to bring up issues of concern
to the state of California,nor to discuss national
domestic policy. Instead, the Governor wanted to give vou
the opportunitv to meet with some of the Armenian-American
leaders from across the country.

Attached are brief biographical sketches of the attendees.

The American-Armenians are expected to raise the issue of
the so-called Armenian genocide which took place in Turkey
in 1915.

Thev will likely call attention to an August, 1982
Department of State Bulletin article that appeared
entitled "Armenian Terrorism: A Profile."

The note at the end of the article states the following:

"Because the historical record of the 1915
events in Asia Minor is ambiguous, the
Department of State does not endorse
allegations that the Turkish government
committed a genocide against the Armenian
people. ™

The Armenian community has been most upset with this
statement.



The Armenian-Americans are expected to agree with a
comment that you made at a recent reception for ethnic
newspapers that Armenians and Turks should sit down and
settle their long standing differences.

Finally, the Armenian-Americans may ask vou to consider
appointing another person of Armenian heritage to the U.S
Holocaust Memorial Council. Of sixty membhers, only one is
an Armenian American.

3. Participants

Governor George Deukmejian (R-California)
Archie Dickranian -
Hirair Hovnanian

Kenneth Khachigian

Edward Mardigian

Alex Manoogian

Karl M. Samuelian

David Shakarian

Barrv Zorthian

Lee L. Verstandig

Andrew H. Card, Jr. S

4. Press Plan

White House photographer.

5. Secquence of Events
4:30 P.M. - Lee Verstandig will accompany the Governor and
the eight Armenian Americans into the Oval
Office. T

4:30 - 4:10 P.M. - Governor Deukmeijian and the eight
Armenian~Americans will raise
issues of concern to the Armenian~
American community.

4:10 - 4:45 P.M, - You can respond to Governor
Deukmejian's and the Armenian-
Americans presentation and follow
with a general discussion. (Talking
points attached.)

Attachments.



——

SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS FOR MEETING WITH
GEORGE DUERMEJIAN AND EIGHT ARMENIAN AMERICANS

Duke, I am pleased to see you again and I welcome vyou to

the Oval Office.

I am also pleased that you would bring some of your
friends from the Armenian-American community.

Ken, I am especiallv pleased to see you again.

I share the Armenian community's revulsion for
terrorism and deeply regrét the terrible calamity
which befell the Armenian community at the turn of

the century.

I am aware that the State Department expresses regret
over the note which appeared at the end of the State
Department Bulletin in August of 13982 and I understand
that the State Department's exchanges with Congressman

Chip Pashayan and others have resolved it.

I sincerely believe that all persons with differences

ought to sit down and work them out, but the individuals

directly concerned must determine themselves how they

will do this.
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

April 18, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR LEE VERSTANDIG
FROM: ROBERT C., MCFARLANE

SUBJECT: Reguest for Presidential Proclamation on Alleged
Armenian Genocide

Thank you for the opportunity to draft the reply to Governor
Deukmejian. While we in no way wish to condone genocide, it does
not serve our foreign policy interests, particularly as they
relate to international terrorism and to Turkey, to make an
annual issue of the tragic events of 1915,

I fully recognize that the reply we have drafted for your
signature will not please Governor Deukmejian, but we believe it
explains to him, in polite terms, our concerns and policy
objectives.

Attachment

cce: Dick Darman
Faith Whittlesey
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Governor Deukmejian:

The President asked me to respond to your letter requesting that
he issue a proclamation on April 24 recognizing the tracgic
historical event of 1915,

We recognize and appreciate your prominent role in the
Armenian-American community and have taken a close look at your
reguest, in conjunction with the Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs. As a result of this review, I must
inform you that the President will not be issuirg a proclamation.
We know vou will be disappointed by ocur decision, but hope you
will understand.

International terrorism has taken on an increasingly ugly role in
world affairs and is a major concern of the Administration's.
Against this background, we are deeplyv concerned that a
Presidential proclamation or Congressional resolution could
unintentionally encourage extremist groups to carry out a
terrorist campaign against the Turkish government and its people.

I have been asked to reemphasize that we appreciate your interest
and delicate position. Again thank you for writing.

Sincerely,

L.ee Verstandig

The Honorable George Deukmejian
Governor of California
Sacramento, Califernia 95814



i

-- I appreciate your interest in the U.S. Holocaust Memorial

Council., I understand that there is alreadv a very
active and able Armenian representative on the Council,

Set Momjian.-

Duke, while I think ©f it, thank you for offering that
resolution in support of the Line Item Veto at the
Republican Governofs Asséciation meeting. The unanimous
support of the RGA helped bring the issue national

attention.

Again, it is my pleasure to be able to meet all of vou
and Duke, I hope you will give my best to everyone back

in California.




MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
Ls8L

WASHINGTON

COHFLZENTIAL

June 9, 1984

o v..‘{.\ £ g e ‘5’“

LECLESSMED

#,
“INORANDUM FOR JAMES A. BAKER, ITI NLS [97’9&’[’/"‘ 5/
ROBERT C. MCFARLANE W% MMNAQ&DAT‘T a /L

Armenian-Americans Concerns

nse to your note on Lee Verstandig's memc Tab A, I have
ate to dreft a Presidential letter aimed at alleviating
~American concerns about U.S. policy in this sensitive
"he statement, however, would alsc cIléarly denounce

m terrorist a"t1V’t1es and would lay out the foreign
rolicy implications (i.e., especially relations with Turkey)
thset the President must consider. I suggest that the letter go
1o Teukmejien under & cover letter freom me, We could consider
vutlic releese of the President's letter at an appropriate time

ing the cempaign.

ave severzl points fTo maxe with regard to the general tencr of

's memo. The President's meeting with the Armenian-Americans

set up without consultations with the NSC. We did respond to

zst-minute reguest from Lee's staff for talking points, in

ch we tried to sveer the President clear ¢f the thorny 1615

ocide guesticn. Governor Deukmejian appears 1o be trying to

= adventage of & vague Presidential promise "to follow up."
Lt Lee's reguest we considered various cpticns, but thought the
Zovernor was bteing less then straightforward given that he knew
the State Depertment had issued a clarification to 1its earlier
z=lleged controversiel statement in the Department's Bulletin.
Yoreover, Deukmejiisan surely was alsc awvare that for foreign
roclicy reasons we could not be as forthcoming as he hoped.

we subsequently drafted a reply from Lee to Deukmejian, but as
veu mey recall we agreed it would be.better for me toc call the
Governor--which I did--rather than for me to send a letier.

As I dindicated at the outset, we wish to be helpful, but must be
ful of Turkish sensitivi tles (they have made a number of high
1 representations concerning the Congressional resolutions)
be particularly alert to any language which appears tc

one c¢r c¢ffer excuses for Armenian terrorist sctivities.

Attachment
Tab A
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THE WHITE HOUSE W/
WASHINGTON Ayﬂ/%?z
7

May 31, 1984 S/{// %0

MEMORANDUM FCR JAMES A, BAKER, III

FROM: LEE L. VERSTANDIG ‘:: 2

SURJECT: ARMENIAN-AMERICAN CONCERN -

The relationship between the Administration and the
Armenian—-Americans has now become a significant peoclitical
issue that appears to be extending beyond the Armenian
community to Greek-American and Jewish communities as well.

Governor George Deukmejian (R-CA) met with me last week during
the Western Governors' Association conference and again raised
the Armenian issue which he believes is bécoming a major
political embarrassment for the Administration. His concern
stems from the lack of follow-up promised by the President at
last December's Oval -Office meeting with the Governor and
leaders of the Armenian-American community.

During that veryv congenial meeting the Governor, citing the
Zrmenian Genocide of 1915-23, expressed grave concern about a
footnote to an article printed in the August, 1982 State
Department Bulletin, which said: "... the Department of State

does not endorse allegations that the Turkish Government
committed a genocide against the Armenian people.”

The President indicated that he was unaware of the State
Department disclaimer until that time but promised the
Governor he would "follow-up."

I have repeatedly asked NSC to "follow-up" on that matter to
enable me to get back to the Governor.

In early April the Governor personally called me inguiring
about the "follow-up." My repeated urgings of NSC received no
response.

Soon thereafter, the Governor wrote to the President
requesting a resolution and/or proclamation commemorating
Zpril 24, 1984 as a National Day of Remembrance in recognition
of the Armenian Genocide. The letter also expressed regret
that a resolution was not passed in Congress due to State
Department opposition. In order to solicit a response to the
Governor's letter, it was forwarded to NSC and State for
reply.



i
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Finally, NSC suggested a response from me that I found to be
untimely. Upon learning that the Governor was preparing to
call the President directly about the request, I telexed the
attached memo and materials to Mike Deaver at the Western

White House. lote that I recommended Bud McFarlane call the

Governor in response to his letter and provide an explanaticn
of the situation.

Bud did talk with the Governor. However, the Governor
continues to be concerned.

During my conversation at the Western Governors' Association
meeting, Governor Deukmejian reemphasized-his feelings that it
is extremely important that the President reaffirm his "strong
sense of commitment” on this matter. The President issued a
statement during the 1980 campaign (April 15) and signed a
proclamation on April 27, 1981. The Governor noted that both
Walter Mondale and Gary Hart have released statements this
year recognizing the Armenian Genocide of 1915-23.

Since my meeting with the Governor, the State Department has
indicated in a draft letter prepared for Secretary Shultz,
that State acknowledges that it retracted that footnote in a

Bulletin issued after August 1982,

Given the sensitivity of the issue with Armenians and other
significant ethnic groups, I recommend we review our
statements with a view toward clarifyving the President's
position on this matter.
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MEMORANDUM FCOR JAMES A, BAKER, III

FROM: LEE L. VERSTANDIG A_.__

SUBJECT: ARMENIAN~AMERICAN CONCERN -

The relationship between the Administration and the
Armenian-Americans has now become a significant political
issue that appears to be extending beyond the Armenian
community to Greek-American and Jewish communities as well.

Governor George Deukmejian (R-CA) met with me last week durxring
the Western Governors' Association conference and again raised
the Armenian issue which he believes is becoming a major
political embarrassment for the Administration. His concern
stems from the lack of follow-up promised by the President at
last December's Oval Office meeting with the Governor and
leaders of the Armenian-American community.

During that very congenial meeting the Governor, citing the
Armenian Genocide of 1915-23, expressed grave ccncern about a
footnote to an article printed in the August, 1582 State
Department Bulletin, which said: "... the Department of State
does nct endorse allegations that the Turkish Government
committed a genocide against the Armenian people."

The President indicated that he was unaware of the State
Department disclaimer until that time but promised the
Governor he would "follow=-up."

I have repeatedly asked NSC to "follow-up" on that matter to
enable me to get back to the Governor.

In early April the Governor personally called me inguiring
about the "follow-up." My repeated urgings of NSC received no
response.

Soon thereafter, the Governor wrote to the President
requesting a resolution and/or proclamation commemorating
April 24, 1984 as a National Day of Remembrance in recognition
of the Armenian Genocide. The letter also expressed regret
that a resolution was not passed in Congress due to State
Department opposition. In order to solicit a response to the
Governor's letter, it was forwarded to NSC and State for
reply.




Finally, NSC suggested a response from me that I found to be
untimely. Upon learning that the Governor was preparing to
call the President directly about the reguest, I telexed the
attached memo and materials to Mike Deaver at the Western
White House. Note that I recommended Bud McFarlane call the
Governor in response to his letter and provide an explanation
of the situation.

Bud did talk with the Governor. However, the Governor
continues to be concerned.

During my conversation at the Western Governors' Asscciation
meeting, Governor Deukmejian reemphasized his feelings that it
is extremely important that the President reaffirm his "strong
sense of commitment”™ on this matter. The President issued a
statement during the 1980 campaign (April 15) and signed a
proclamation on April 27, 1981. The Governor noted that both
Walter Mondale and Gary Hart have released statements this
year recognizing the Armenian Genocide of 1915-23.

Since my meeting with the Governor, the State Department has
indicated in a draft letter prepared for Secretary Shultz,
that State acknowledges that it retracted that footnote in a
Bulletin issued after August 1982.

| Given the sensitivity of the issue with Armenians and other

-

| significant ethnic groups, I recommend we review our

|
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statements with a view toward clarifying the President's
position on this matter.




Proclamation 4838 of April 22, 1981

-

Days of Remembrance of Victims of the Holocaust

By the President of the United States of America .

A Proclamation .

The Congress of the United States established the United States Holocaust
Memorial Council to create a living memorial to the victims of the Nazi
Holocaust. Its purpose: So mankind will never lose memory of that terrible
moment in time when the awful spectre of death camps stained the history
of our world.

When America and its allies liberated those haunting places of terror and
sick destructiveness. the world came to z vivid and tragic understanding of
the evil it faced in those years of the Second World War. Each of those
names—Auschwitz. Buchenwald. Dachau, Treblinka and so many others—
became synonymous with horror.

The millions of deaths, the gas chambers, the inhuman crematoria. and the
thousands of people who somehow survived with lifetime scars are all now
part of the conscience of history. Forever must we remember just how pre-
cious is civilization, how important is liberty. and how heroic is the human
spirit.

Like the genocide of the Armenians before it. and the genocide of the Cam-
bodians which followed it—and like too many other such persecutions
of too many other peoples—the lessons of the Holocaust must never be
forgotten.

As part of its mandate, the Holocaust Memorial Council has been directed
to designate annual Days of Remembrance as a national. civic commemora-
tion of the Holocaust. and to encourage and sponsor appropriate observ-
ances throughout the United States. This year. the national Days of Remem-
brance will be observed on April 26 through May 3.

NOW, THEREFORE. . RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America. do hereby ask the people of the United States to observe this
solemn anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi death camps. with appro-
priate study, prayers and commemoration. as a tribute to the spirit of iree-
dom and justice which Americans fought so hard and well lo preserve.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF. | have hereunto set my hand this 22nd day of
April. in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one. and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.

RONALD REAGAN



.TO: LEE VERSTANDIG FROM: EEF FEACHICIAN AKD CREG KAHWATIAK
CALTFORNTA GOVEENOE'S OFFICE
(916) 326 - 3622

STATEMENT ON TEE ARMENIAN GENGCIDE

Rpril 15, 1%80

€5 years ago, one af the greatest tragedies in the annals
of recorded history occured when ome and 2 half million innccant
Armenian men, women and children were massacred in the shadow
of Mt. Ararat. -

Their anly “crime” was their century o©ldé dedication tc 1ive
their lives as fre=e Arpenians professing their Christian heli=fs
in & home land that hac previously dazzled Asia pinor with its
prominence and pawer.

To this day, the Armenian diaspora is recovering from the
blood bath of I915. Armenians in Lebanon, Turkey and other parts
of the Middle East are still suffering from ancestral hatreds
and discximination. ZArmenian freedom fighters in the Armeniaz
S5P are still anguishing in prisons and asylums and in this country,
the Armenian cause is still only dimly understocd.

The 1%80°3 must be that period whan the veices of Amexiczas
of Armenian ancestory are heard in the councils of governmenk.
It must be that period when Zmericaz and its allies throughouk
the free world resolve that the tragedy of 1%15 never again b=
repeatecd. I Join with the Arerican-2xmenian community in
soclumn rewmembrance of the martyrs ¢f 1915.

Ronald Reagan



