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THE WHITE HOUSE / 
·' 

WASHINGTON 

July 19, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES A. BAKER, III 

FROM: Peter Roussel~~ 

A few things ••• just some off-the-top thoughts from observing 
the Democratic convention. 

Since the Democrats were so negative against the President this 
week, it strikes me that even though he might want to strongly 
rebut their charges, the tone should be as positive as possible. 

They spoke predominantly "against", said virtually 
nothing of what they are "for" •.. What is their 
program? The President should continually cite all 
positive indicators -- "That's what I am for, what our 
Administration is all about," etc. --

Lay off Ferraro ..• issue isn't who is or who isn't on 
the ticket .•• issue is: What i"SS'tate of America 
today; state of your America, now and for next four 
years. Inflation rate, unemployment, interest rates, 
housing starts, peace, respect abroad, etc. "If 
something isn't broken, it doesn't need fixing." 

Good Schram line •.• "what we are seeing is a case of 
Walter Mondale versus Fritz Mondale." 

Keep the Ortega convention speech short, loaded with 
applause lines, get it written early, well-rehearsed 
like Ford in '76. Should talk to the people, not 
delegates. Cuomo spoke to the President , not the 
delegates, very effective •..• What about having her 
on the Austin, Texas, trip for some pre-convention 
exposure, Hispanic in Texas, etc.? 

Line I used in Houston speech last week that played 
well: "I think it's commendable when a national 
figure appoints a woman to one of the highest 
positions in the land for the first time ever .•• 
(long pause) ... and to this day, I continue to 
applaud President Reagan for appointing Sandra Day 
O'Connor to the Supreme Court." 

Betty Friedan referred to the "Ferraro-Mondale" 
ticket. Belittling to Mondale. 



SUMMARY OF KEYNOTE SPEECH BY GOVERNOR CUOMO 

Some likely questions: 

1. What is your response to the Cuomo speech? 

GENERAL 

1. Governor Cuomo says that this Nation is a "Tale of Two 
Cities" rather than a "Shining City on the Hill" as you have 
said -- that it is a "Shining City" for the rich and a 
favored few. How do you respond? 

2. Governor Cuomo says your policies divide the Nation "into 
the lucky and the leftout; the royalty and the rabble." How 
do you respond? 

3. Governor Cuomo says there is despair in faces you never see, 
in places like Appalachia, which you never visit. How do 
you respond? 

4. Governor Cuomo says your election was won with smoke and 
mirrors -- that your recovery is made of the same stuff. 
How do you respond? 

5. Governor Cuomo says the American people have been taken in 
by your amiability and failure to separate the salesman from 
the product. How do you respond? 

6. Governor Cuomo says Democrats can build a future that deals 
with the deficit whereas the Republicans have failed. How 
do you respond? 

ECONOMY 

1. Governor Cuomo says you have reduced inflation, but only by 
presiding over supply-side policies that caused the worst 
recession since 1932. How do you respond? 

2. Governor Cuomo says senior citizens are terrorized by your 
threatening Social Security, Medicaid and help for the 
disabled. How do you respond? 

3. Governor Cuomo says that because of your policies there have 
been 55,000 bankruptcies, two years of massive unemployment 
and there are more homeless than at any time since the 
Depression. How do you respond? 
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4. Governor Cuomo says your deficit is the largest in 
the history of the universe and a direct repudiation of your 
promise to balance the budget by 1983? How do you respond? 

5. Governor Cuomo says investment bankers on Wall Street are 
appalled and frightened by your deficit. And say they don't 
think the recovery will be permanent. How do you respond? 

6. Governor Cuomo says investment bankers expect interest rates 
to be up a year from now. How do you respond? 

7. Governor Cuomo says you failed to tell the American people 
that your economic recovery has been paid for with 
bankruptcies, unemployment and the largest Government debt 
known to mankind. How do you respond? 

FOREIGN POLICY 

1. Governor Cuomo says you believe in a policy of piling the 
missiles so high that the sight of them will frighten our 
enemies into submission. How do you respond? 

2. Governor Cuomo has accused you of "macho intransigence" by 
refusing to discuss arms control with the Russians. How do 
you respond? 

3. Governor Cuomo says your foreign policy resulted in the loss 
of 279 Americans lives in Lebanon and resulted in a policy 
no one can find or describe. How do you respond? 

4. Governor Cuomo has charged that you give monies to Latin 
American governments that murder nuns, and then lie about 
it. How do you respond? 

5. Governor Cuomo says you have no real conunitment to human 
rights -- the freedom of Sakharov. How do you respond? 

6. Governor Cuomo wants to know how high you're going to pile 
the missiles? 

DOMESTIC POLICY 

1. Governor Cuomo says you believe in having government mandate 
people's religion and morality. How do you respond? 

2. Governor Cuomo says if you have brought back Anne Burford, 
what other surprises of this sort can we expect? 

3. Governor Cuomo says you believe that trees pollute, that the 
laws against discrimination go too far? How do you respond? 



SUMMARY OF SPEECH BY JESSE JACKSON 

Some likely questions: 

What is your reaction to Jesse Jackson's speech? 

GENERAL 

1. Jesse Jackson says you are counting on the conservative 
South to ensure your reelection. How do you respond? 

2. Jesse Jackson says that in your campaign appeals you will 
substitute flags and prayer cloths for jobs, foods, 
clothing, education, health care and and housing. How do 
you respond? 

3. Jesse Jackson claims you are not even familiar with the 
structure of a prayer. How do you respond? 

4. Jesse Jackson says the voters should respond to the positive 
programs and leader~hip of the Democrats as opposed to the 
negatives of your Administration. How do you respond? 

FOREIGN POLICY 

1. Jesse Jackson claims that 37,000 military contractors are 
the prime beneficiaries of the recovery due to your doubling 
of the military budget. How do you respond? 

2. Jesse Jackson says you have failed to achieve any 
agreed-upon nuclear arms reductions whatsoever. How do you 
respond? 

3. Jesse Jackson says your foreign policy has left the world a 
dangerous and unstable place to live. How do you respond? 

4. Jesse Jackson charges that under your Administration we 
have been at war and lost the lives of American boys in 
Lebanon, Honduras and Grenada. How do you respond? 

DOMESTIC POLICY 

1. Jesse Jackson says disabled Americans have suffered under 
your programs and that he'd rather have Roosevelt in a 
wheelchair than you on a horse. How do you respond? 

2. Jesse Jackson says small farmers have suffered tremendously 
under your Administration. How do you respond? 
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3. Jesse Jackson says that your tax cuts have helped the rich 
and the big corporations but there is no recovery underway 
for minorities and the poor. How do you respond? 

4. Jesse Jackson says that by the end of this year there will 
be 41 million people in poverty -- with 8 million of those 
having been added during this Administration. How do you 
respond? 

5. Jesse Jackson says you must be held accountable for policies 
that have contributed to growing poverty in America. How do 
you respond? 

6. Jesse Jackson charges that under your administration the 
misery index has increased dramatically for the poor, but 
the hunger index for everyone has escalated. How do you 
respond? 



SUMMARY OF SPEECH BY SENATOR HART 

Some likely questions: 

1. What is your reaction to Senator Hart's speech? 

GENERAL 

1. Senator Hart charges that you may love our country but hate 
our government. How do you respond? 

2. Senator Hart says your Administration is made up of economic 
royalists. How do you respond? 

3. Senator Hart states that the American flag does not belong 
to you and right-wing Republicans. What is your response? 

FOREIGN POLICY 

1. Senator Hart says you have allowed our sons to die without 
cause in Lebanon. How do you respond? 

2. Senator Hart says you have allowed our sons to serve as 
bodyguards for dictators in Central America. How do 
you respond? 

3. Senator Hart claims you have accelerated the nuclear arms 
race. How do you respond? 

DOMESTIC POLICY 

!. Senator Hart says you have sold off our environment to the 
highest bidder. How do you respond? 

2. Senator Hart says you have turned your back on civil rights 
for minorities and equal rights for women. How do you 
respond? 

3. Senator Hart says you have undermined the rights of 
organized labor. How do you respond? 

4. Senator Hart says you and your pack of greedy polluters have 
scarred the face of America, poisoned the air and corrupted 
the water. How do you respond? 

5. Senator Hart says you are not willing to face the blight of 
human hunger. How do you respond? 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 17, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES BAKER ./ 
MICHAEL DEAVER 

r 

FROM: Larry Speakes~ 

The attached letter is from Jerry Lopes 
who has been seeking an interview with 
the Black news organizations for a number 
of months. As you know, we have not acted 
on this matter, and recently Lopes provided 
the New York Times with a very negative 
story about our delays. 

Unless you have another suggestion, I will 
advise him that his interview request is 
still under consideration. 



Sheridan Broadcasting Network 
' 1 1 50A West King Street • Cocoa , Florida 32922 • (305) 631-6300 

~r . Larry Speakes 
De puty Press Secretary 
1:lhi te House 
~a~hington , D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Speakes: 

July 10, 1984 

This interview request business is beginning to get a bit ridiculous. Black 
media representatives including SBN, NBN, Johnson Publications, The National 
Leader, Black Enterprise, Black Media Inc. and The National Newspaper Publishers 
Association have been waiting more than a year to interview the President. Again 
I say if the President is having difficulty getting the truth to Black America 
about his administration's policies, let's get on with it. If you have no inten
tion of honoring the request the President ought not be making statements like 
he did the other day before Midwestern/Mid Atlantic editors and broadcasters, "if 
we can find a way for those people to know what we've done, I think they would 
choose our policies, rather than those policies of the past". 

I'm not going to lay dead on this matter nor will the other organizations 
involved in this request. We have laid a reasonable request on the table and have 
beentreated like the request was never made. You must realize at some point all 
of this has to be exposed. Does the administration care? Let us get this matter 
out of the way once and for all. 

cc: Vince Sanders, NBN 
Steve Davis, NNPA 
Simeon Booker, Johnson Publications 
Calvin Rolark> Black Media Inc. 
Derrick Dingle, Black Enterprise 
Ken Smikle, National Leader 

Cordially, 
/'. 

(i I ii_) 
''-fi,..-t:..-l,1 \ ' ~\,;, J ;~ 

/,Ii 6 r 1 . ., ..... ., 
t_ Jerry Lopes 

News Director 

One Times Square• New York, NY 10036 • (212 ) 575 -0099 
1811 Boulevard of the Allies• Pittsburgh , PA 15219 • (412 ) 281 -6751 

75 East Wacker Drive • Su ite 700 • Chicago, IL 60601 • (31 2 ) 558 -9090 . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 16, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR: ASSISTANTS TO THE PRESIDENT . 
FROM: JOHN F. W. ROG~ES 

ASSISTANT TO T SIDENT FOR 
MANAGEMENT AND MINISTRATION 

SUBJECT: SALARY ADJUSTMENTS 

The eftects of salary adjustments on the White House budget are 
substantial. Over 65 percent of our total budget is concerned 
with personnel compensation. Thus, it is important that everyone 
be reminded of our policies regarding salary levels. 

When replacing a staft member, every effort should be made to 
start the new employee at a lower salary than was paid to the 
departing person. Using the departing employee's salary as the 
floor for his or her replacement's rate of pay fails to take into 
account pay increases awarded while a person was on the staff. 

Generally speaking, cost of living adjustments granted to all 
Federal employees apply to White House personnel and are 
considered to be the primary source of yearly increases. 
Following this policy allows us to keep salary raises within 
prudent levels. 

If there are cases of outstanding merit which you wish to 
recognize beyond the cost of living adjustment, you should 
address a memorandum of justification to my office. Such 
requests will be reviewed and approved or disapproved, based on 
the availability of funds for this purpose and the justification 
provided. 

Thank you. 



CHAIRMAN 
M ichaeI Sotlrhos 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
George Salem 

CHINESE AMERICANS 

NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 
Anna Chennault 
Vice Chairman 
Ben John Chen 
Josephine M. Hong 
Sieve Jeong 
Hobert Chen 
Sherwin T. S. Chan 
Aaron Yeung 
.Jnhn B. T su 

Ad,~sors 

Nancy Chin -Lee 
Hichard Y. Koo 
Est her Lee Yao 
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Lee LI M ing 
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REAGAN-BiJSH'84 
The President's Authorized Campaign Committee 

ETHNIC VOTERS DIVISION 

July 16, 1984 

To: Paul Laxalt 
Y James Baker 

Mike Deaver 
Erank Fahrenkopf 
Ed Rollins 
Lyn No~ziger 
Margaret Hance 

From: Anna Chennault 

1511 K Street, 
Washington, DC 

In the 80s Asian Americans have become more aware of 
their political affiliation, subsequently they are 
getting more involved in political participation. 
The general impression has been that the Democrats 
are more sensitive to their needs as well as their 
recognition. Whatever the reason - it is most un
fortunate for the Republican Party. 

For the past ten years I have campaigned for our Party 
to make some accommodation to this talented and capable 
group without much success. With this in mind, I urge 
each one of you to take a few minutes to read this letter 
and give us a concrete r~sponse. 

It is time for us not to continue to exclude Asian 
Americans but to make an effort to remedy the effect 
of past discrimination against reacial and ethnic , 
minorities. In the 80s we have a special responsibility 
as a political. party to extend to the Asian Americans 
the equal rights and opportunities to which they are 
richly entitled and have earned. It is my hope that our 
Party now will take the lead in recognizing the role 
and position of Asian Americans in the American society 
so that we might begin that process in our coming 
convention in Dallas , Texas as a new beginning between 
the G.O.P. and the Asian Americans. May I suggest some 
priority arrangements be made to show them that we do 
care. 

440 First Street N.W. , Washington, D.C. 20001 (202) 38 '3-1984(~ rz..) 3£;7-tJS/b 
Paid for by R .. agan ·Rush "K--1 : Paul Lax;1 lt . Chai rman : Angela M. Ruchanan lackson . Tr,,;1~ 11rPr 



As: you p,;roba,bly h.aye been informed,- over 100 Asian American 
delegate~ h~ye been selected for the Democratic National 
Conyentton in San Francisco. This number far exceeds their 
expectation. We Republicans are still trying to identify 
the ~sian American delegates and alternates. So far I have 
not been able to . obtain a list of the delegates from the 
RNC. I do hope within the next week the list will be 
ayailp.ble :eor my office and for those concerned. 

As you are aware we have lost the Japanese Americans to the 
De.rnocrats. Today Hawaii is almost totally dominated by 
Democrats with a high percentage of Nisei voting Democratic. 
?olitically speaking they are evenly divided due to a few 
Chin.ese Americans like myself, with our continued effort to 
convince them to stay with us. After many years of neglect 
at all levels, now is the time for us to correct the wrongs 
and bring them into the Party to work with us for the good of 
the nation. 

In states like California, New York, Texas, Pennsylvania, 
Michigan, Illinois and Washington, the Asian votes can make 
the difference. It would be our loss if we continue to be 
indifferent. 

Early this week we had a meeting at the RNC. I appreciate 
Senator Laxalt sending his representative to listen to some 
of our recommendations. On our agenda we ·talked about the 
corning convention. Some visibility should be given to Asian 
Americans; for instance, the nominations of our candidates for 
President and Vice President or seconding of the nominations. 
(At the 1980 convention, because of my strong support for 
Pres.ident Reagan, I was promised the opportunity to second 
Reagan's nomination, but at the last minute some compromise 
was made and we Asians were never given the opportunity to 
be visible.) I do hope some position as spokesman or other 
involvement be reserved for the As~an Americans. 

finally, we'd like to have an opportunity to sit in with the 
management of the convention so that we will have our input 
presented. It will be impossible to make last minute arrange
ments at the convention. 

We, as a nation, as a people, as a political party , cannot 
afford to overlook the human resources as well as the potential 
of any of our citizens. To do anything less is to deny the 
contribution of our citizens. I know,. as a Party, we can do 
better. 



- 3 -

As a delegate from the District of Columbia to the convention , 
and as a member of Leadership '84 and Advisor to the Co-Chair 
of Reagan Bush '84, I look forward to working with all of you. 

I will be leaving July 19th on a Presidential Mission to 
the People's Republic of China and will return the first 
part of August. Please feel free to call my office if you 
have any message~ I look forward to hearing from you. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

WASHINGTON 

July 9, 1984 

JAMES BAKER~ 
JACK SVAHN 
RI CHARD DARMAN 

Larry Speakes 

Here is the strong push I got from the 

press at today's briefing. 
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WA.S Hi t'fG1rO N .U I _ If re - elec ted, Pr 0 sident 11.eac;ar: has ''a r· s 0li.1t2ly 
o plans to change Social Securi t y now or in the ne xt a1ministraticn , " 
White Ho se s ~okesman said M onday . ~ 

Rea r") an s -p ar ed i n t eTe st i n wh et 1:. e r he was c o IJ t e mp l a tin ~· chari:--e s j r 
the Social Se cur i t y p ro ~r am i n an i n t e r view wi t h San Ant on i o , T~x a s. 
t e levision stations in wh ich he sai 1 there i s a '' pos s i t i l ity , we l l , 
probabi lity .•• t hat ma ny youn , peopl e uay i n~ i n will neve r te ?b l ~ to 
receiv e as mu ch as t hey 're p a y in ~ ."< 

He p led~ ed onl y t _at '' no p la n will be all owed to r ed1.c e t h 0 

payments to t he pr e sen t r esip i ents cf Soc ia l Sec1 r it y ."< 
De~uty p r es s secretary Larry Suea Kes r e ~eate d ly 1nsiste~ t r 

reporters t hat Rea~an as c plans tc refer~ Soci 1 Secu ri ty ' ' ~o t i ~ 
th e r mainder of t is term or in t he nP:! t . ' ' / ' --

'' Th 1 '' S ' . ~ ''T t · ere are no -o ans, peaKes sa 1u.. .:i a 1s no t a wea se l wo ri. 
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'' I don' t k no w h ow you can make a n0 t ~er s t or y o t oD i t t o s ra r ~ 
people," he c ~ i d e d re por t ers. < 

The question of Soci a l Se curity a l ways str i kes a s ~n si t i vP re r vP 
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-. - r w .AM-Reaga -SocialSecuri ty - 07-09 (O~:J-x 
-A - eagan-Social Security,250( 
-Spokesman Says Reagan Has No Plans to Change System< 

I GTO ( AP ) - President eagan' chief spokesman, faced with 
a barrage of questions about Reagan's recent statements on Social 
Security, dee"la:red on:iay that the adm 1nistration has no plans to 
change the system ''in this term or th e next." 

eputy- White '1ouse press secretary ·arry Speakes said R-e-agan
stands by h is remark in an interview l ast week that there was a 
probability ''that many people, youn g people now paying i n , will 
never be able to receive as much as th ey're paying." 

But Speakes said the president had ro plans to rectify the 
situation. '' Th ere are no plans - I repeat - no plans to make any 
change s i n Social Security in this ter ~ or the next," he said. 

Asked whether he cou ld rule out s ue ) an event uality, Spea kes 
replied: "That is not a weasel wori. here are no plans ••• It's 
as hard as I can make it. There are no plans an yw here in this 

overn et." 
Then the spo1esman challenged reporters: ''I don't kno~ ho~ you 

can try to make another story out of i ' and scare the people." 
When reporters persisted with quest ions, Speakes co mplained , 

''My patience is wearin thin." 
~eagan ' s r ema r ks occu r re i in an int erview with Te xa s tele visio n 

stations t !ped Jul y 2 . The ~ h ite Hou s e released a trans cript on 
Frii ay . 

In the inter v iew, the president s ai he had no pl ans t o reduce 
the paymen ts cur r en t Soci a l Secur ity r ecipients are receiving. 
''This has been my pledge from th e beg inn i ng ," he said. 

AP - NY- 07-e 9- 84 1314EDT < 

\ 
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Q On the same subject? When the President went to 
the -- watch GM's new car plant, with a great deal of applause he was 
received when he made the point that the government has no business 
to try and set the wage and prices that those people make. 

But, it seems our trade representative is trying to set 
those. He's complaining about the million dollar bonuses that the 
executives get. What is tl te policy of the President? Does he feel 
that there's something wrong with them getting those p~ices -- those 
bonuses -- or --

MR. SPEAKES: The President doesn't have anything to do 
with the bonuses. 

Q So he does not support his trade representative's 
criticism of that? And the story that was in the Detroit papers was 
that ~or there to be a limit on Japanese auto imports over here, the 
executives ought to get their act together and stop giving themselves 
so many bonuses. Does that --

MR. SPEAKES: We have nothing to do with what the 
companies set for their bonuses, nor do we have anything to do with 
the bargaining between the trade unions and the companies. 

Q Larry, what was the President's remark about govern-
ment intervention in setting wages and prices? What was he directing 
that criticism at? 

MR. SPEAKES: I don't really call it criticism. I think 
it's just a statement of policy; that the President doesn't believe 
that the government ought to try to set wages .and prices. 

Q Well, could it be interpreted as his view, or his 
response, to the Democratic -- or industrial proposals that do call 
for councils on wages and prices and coordination betweeen the govern
ment and the private sector? 

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know, David. That's just his basic 
philosophy, that he would have told you probably ten years ago, as 
he would have told you last Friday -- or Thursday. 

Q I just since the government isn't doing that, and 
since he isn't proposing it, I wonder why he felt impelled to bring 
it up? 

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know -- but it was well received. 

Q Should we leave here with the understanding that 
there is no White House pressure on the UAW to moderate its demands 
to keep inflation down for -- in a quid-pro-quo -- for keeping the 
auto import, voluntary import restraints, and the White House 
intervening w~ ch Japan? 

MR. SPEAKES: I think our views are well known on this 
subject by everyone. But, as far as the word "pressure" -- no. I don't 
know of any -- and you'd have to check with the people who customarily 
have a liaison with labor in this country, but I don't know of any 
direct exchange with labor leaders on this subject 

Q Or any plan -- to try to 

MR. SPEAKES: No. 

Q Concerning the President's latest expression of 
concern about social security, and his belief that -- I take it 
something has to be done, some revamping, as he told The Times a few 

ont-hs - ag . What does he have in mind? 

MORE #1148-07/09 
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MR. SPEAKES: No -- absolutely no -- there are no plans 
to make any changes in Social Security now or in the next administratio 

Q Well, no -- but he said on Friday, as you well know, 
that workers now paying into the fund would probably not get back as 
much as they paid in. Is that all right? Of course, that happens 
frequently now. But is -- was he suggesting changes h~ve to be made? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. Not in this -- the rema~nder of this 
term, nor in a future second term. 

Q Larry, what about 

Q You're excluding Medicare from that, are you not? 

Q Larry, what about the people that he was talking 
about who he says won't get as much back as they're paying in? 

MR. SPEAKES: We require no action in this term, or the 
next term. 

Q He leaves it to his successors, then, to deal with 
that problem _-- (Laughter.) 

Q He stands by his characterization that there are 
people now paying in who will not get back as much as what they're 

MR. SPEAKES: He does. But there are no plans -- I 
repeat, no plans -- to make any change in Social Security in this 
term, or the next term 

Q Hold on -- he told The New York Times in April, I 
think it was, that the system would need revamping. Those were his 
words. What is he talking about? 

MR. SPEAKES: I can repeat to you -- there are no plans. 
(Laughter.) 

Q Larry, when you --

Q When you say there are no plans, is that the same 
as an absolute commitment not to do anything --

MR. SPEAKES: That is not an out. That is not a weasle 
word. There are no plans. 

Q Larry, when you --

Q Is that a commitment to do nothing with Social Securit 
in a second administration? 

MR. SPEAKES: There is no requirement that we do anything 
in a second administration. 

Q No requirement 

Q But Larry, there was no requirement in May of 1981 
when David Stockman proposed doing something, nor did Reagan talk 
anything about plans in the 1980 campaign, so I wonder why you're 
unwilling to make the assurance harder in saying 

MR. SPEAKES: It's as hard as I can make it. Period. 
There are no plans --

Q Then are you willing to say, for example, that you 
will not do anything? 

MR. SPEAKES: -- anywhere in this government. There are 
no plans. There are no plans. 

MORE *1148-07/09 
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Q Then why are you unwilling to say you won't do 
anything a second 

MR. SPEAKES: I will say it that way -- there are no plans 
to do anything with Social Security --

Q Larry --

Q What did he mean, then, in his inter~iew? 

MR. SPEAKES: I'd leave it to you to interpret, and try 
to --

Q Well, you say that he's --

MR. SPEAKES: -- and try again to beat him over the head 
with that. 

Q When you say that he's --

Q Well, it's been interpreted as a scare --

Q Would you speak to him about it -- he beats himself 
over the head with it. (Laughter.) No one beats him --

Q Do you think that he stands by his characterization 
of --

Q -- he beats himself up. 

Q When you say he stands by his characterization, there 
are some experts in the field who say that that is looking too 
narrowly at the problem. That when you look at the benefit package 
you're looking at possible disability nayments and other things, so 
that there are not, in fact, these large numbers of young people who 
won't get out of it what they are paying into it. So, I'm questioning 
whether he was accurate on the very facts that he gave. 

MR. SPEAKES: Well, I can say that -- to come to the heart 
of the question that you wish the answer to -- there are no plans. 

Q I'm also asking whether he was -- whether he had 
his facts wrong, when he suggested that there are people who aren't 
going to --

MR. SPEAKES: I would leave it to you to analyze and leav 
it to you to turn your 

Q Well, are you just --

MR. SPEAKES: -- fast researchers on. 

Q You just said 

Q Does he think that 

Q. -- that the President is standing by his belief 

MR. SPEAKES: I did. 1 
Q ~- that there are people who will not get out of i~ 

what they put into it. Is that correct? 

MR. SPEAKES: There is no change in the President's · 
statement. You'll have to interpret it. You'll have to seek -- t~kn 
your vast researchers loose and see if you can prove him wrong on /! 
something that / 

Q Larry, in fact, the 
prove -- I mean, he was operating not 
projections that show exactly what he 
whether they're relevant. 

administration's own projectrions 
in a vacuum. There are HHS ~ 
said. The question is only } 

MR. SPEAKES: And how far along the line, David? 

I 
j 
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Q When you said there are no plans -- does that 
necessarily mean that there will not be plans later? Or do you leave 
that possibility open? 

MR. SPEAKES: I know of no plans; I know of no necessity 
for action. 

Q Well, does he think it's fair for them not to get 
the same amount out that they put in? 

MR. SPEAKES: I have nothing to add to --

Q Does -- he doesn't think they ought to do something 
about that? 

MR. SPEAKES: I have nothing to add to it. 

Q 
change -- often. 

Larry, why isn't it any harder than 
Why isn't it any harder than that? 

I mean, plans 

MR. SPEAKES: John, I wouldn't try to read anything into 
that except exactly what it says. 

Q Well, why not give us a flat commitment that, in 
a second term -- (Laughter.) -- Ronald Reagan won't make any changes? 

MR. SPEAKES: There are no plans to change Social 
Security. 

Q Well that's not the same thing, though. 

MR. SPEAKES: There are no plans to change Social Security 

Q Is he afraid that this is a political 

Q Are there any plans not to change Social Security? 

MR. SPEAKES: There are no plans to change Social Security 

Q Are there any plans not to, though? 

Q -- choose to. deny --
MR. SPEAKES: Try as you might -- yes, try as y ou may 

Q Why doesn't he have a plan to make it more fair? 

MR. SPEAKES: If you can make another story out of this 
today, then you are guilty of scare tactics. 

Q Sandler just said he's going to write that you're 
leaving the door open --

Q Leaving the door wide open -- (Laughter.) 

Q I'm going to write -- "would not rule out" 

Q We have plans to write the story. 

MR. SPEAKES: Give it a try. Go ahead. 

Q It would work. 

Q According to current beneficiaries --

Q would be fun --

Q 
statement. He's 

the President really has gone beyond the "no plan" 

MORE *1148-07/09 
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MR. SPEAKES: The President says that those presently 
on Social Security will not receive any cuts in benefits. Period. 

Q But he leaves open the question of --

Q Will not receive any what? 

Q -- future beneficiaries -- he's neve~ addressed that. 

MR. SPEAKES: There are no plans to change. 

Q just want you to know what my scare story's 
going to sound like. (Laughter.) 

Q Larry, just to clarify this -- with regard to those 
who are not yet on Social Security, you're not willing to make a 
similar commitment? 

MR. SPEAKES: Leo, there are no plans to change Social 
Security -- (Laughter.) -- I don't know how many times I can say it. 
I don't know how you can try to make another story out of it and scare 
the people, and try to frighten the people --

Q 
He consistently 

Q 

Q 

Well, why can't you teach him to say it then? 

The President consis~ently has singled out --

He says other things. 

Q current beneficiaries as people he definitely, 
absolutely will not touch. Which immediately raises the question -
what are his intentions, what might he do, with regard to prospective / 
beneficiaries? i 

I 

Q Make it voluntary. (Laughter.) 

Q What about what Mondale said? 

I 

\ MR. SPEAKES: My patience is wearing thin. My usual 
easy going manner here -- I'd prefer to change the subject; but if 
would like to --

you ~ 

Q Okay, let's talk about the fairness issue then. I 
Q So what do you say to Mondale? J. 

MR. SPEAKES: Norm is holding back there. t 

MORE #1148-07 / 09 
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Q Yes, well, in·the interview, the President 
clearly indicates that there is a problem that is coming up at 
some point in the future -- it may not be the near future. Whose 
responsibility does he think it is to at least take the lead and 
explore what kind of changes might be necessary and when they 
might be necessary to prevent the kind of thing he talked about 
in the interview? 

MR. SPEAKES: The President has no plans to change 
Social Security. 

Q Well, I know he has no plans to change. Are 
you saying this is something he has no intention of studying --

MR. SPEAKES: As I indicated to you, my patience is 
wearing thin. 

Q Well --

Q "We have no plans to change" what? 

MR. SPEAKES: Our friend from the Soviet Union has 
a question about Social Se~urity for the Soviet people. 

Q Sir, could I change the subject for a moment? 

Q Yes. 

MR. SPEAKES: Oh, I thought you were on Social 
Security. 

Q Two weeks ago, a group of Soviet scientists 
wrote a letter to President Reagan concerning Mr. Leonard Poltier 
Is any answer coming to that letter? 

MR. SPEAKES: Do you know anything about that? I 
don't. 

MR. SIMS: The State Department made reference to 
that last week and I'll have to get their ·statement for you. 

Q You have nothing to add to that? Will y ou 
acknowledge the receipt of the letter? 

MR. SIMS: I'll have to check on that. I don't know --

Q From who did it come? 

Q From the Soviet scientists? 

Q From a group of Soviet scientists. 

Q What was it about? 

Q Leonard Poltier. 

Q Well, while we're on the subject of Soviet 
scientists, what would be the view of this government if Yelena 
Bonner is put on trial by the Soviet authorities? 

MR. SPEAKES: I think we'll leave that in the realm 
of quiet diplomacy, as so many things are these days. 

MORE #1148-07 / 09 
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KUWAIT SEEKS WEAPONS FROM SOVIETS 

BEIRUT -- Kuwait, rebuffed by the United States in a bid to buy 
anti-aircraft missiles, says its defense minister will discuss buying weapons 
from Moscow to protect Kuwaiti oil tankers from attack in the Persian Gulf 
war. The official Kuwaiti news agency announced that Defense Minister 
Sheikh Salem Sabah Salem would travel to Moscow today on a weeklong 
visit that will include talks on possible new arms purchases by Kuwait. 

(UPI) 

Emirates Studying Diplomatic Ties to Soviets 

KUWAIT -- The United Arab Emirates has been assessing the 
feasibility of establishing diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union and the 
rest of the Soviet bloc countries, the radical newspaper Al-Watan reported. 

CAP) 

REAGAN KEEPS THUMB ON SANDI,NISTAS WITH TROOP EXERCISES 

President Reagan has issued a formal directive ordering the Pentagon 
to resume military and naval exercises in Honduras and off the coasts of 
Central America in view of the continuing military buildup in Nicaragua, 
sustained Sandinista support for the rebels in El Salvador and the 
expected rebel offensives there in September, The Washington Times has 
learned. (Jeremiah . O'Leary, Washington Times, Al) 

CIA Reported to Use Airline for Central American Cargo 

The CIA has used a private cargo airline, Southern Air Transport of 
Miami, to transport arms, airplane parts and soldiers to U.S. military 
bases in Honduras where the supplies and personnel are available to rebel 
groups fighting the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua, CBS News reported. 

(Washington Post, Al 6) 

The network, in a report based on information from unidentified 
sources and officials, said the CIA is using air freight companies in 
F1orida, Arizona and Delaware to make secret shipments of guns, airplanes 
and personnel to Central America. (Baltimore Sun, Al) 

The Washington Post quoted Karna Small as saying "we are knocking 
down the story that we are now using Southern Air to do anything 
because the funding is gone. We are out of money to support tho_se 
~rograms. That is why we are asking Congress fo~ money." ·· (AP) 

ASTRIDE A WHITE HORSE, SANDINISTA LOOKS LIKE A CANDIDATE 

RIO BLANCO, Nicaragua -- Nicaraguan junta coordinator Daniel 
Ortega, the man most often mentioned as the Sandinista Front's 
presidential candidate in the Nov. 4 elections, has been conducting what 
looks like an unofficial political campaign, including a recent appearance 
here astride a white horse. (John Lantigua, Washington Post, Al5) 



TH E WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 17, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES A. BAKER -rrr .......--
MICHAEL K. DEAVER 

FROM: Larry Speakes~ 

We have a request from ABC's "20/20" program to interview 
the President on the school prayer issue to be aired in 
a segment on May 10. 

The segment includes critics of the President, calling 
him hypocritical on the issue since he doesn't attend 
church. Others object to school prayer becoming a 
political issue. 

They have offered the President an opportunity to respond 
to these charges and have declined another administration 
spokesman. 

The producer tells us the program includes portions with 
the President addressing the issue in speeches and other 
interviews which present both sides of the issue. 

I recommend against the President conducting an interview 
with them. ;:::...-:=:... 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 17, 1984 

JAMES BAKER) 
MIKE DEAVER 
BOB McFARLANE 
RICHARD DARMAN 
CRAIG FULLER 
JACK SVAHN 
LEE VERSTANDIG 
BEE OGLESBY 

Larry Speak~ 

/ 

We are presently evaluating the service provided by Mediascan, 
a computerized report of network television news shows for 
possible inclusion in the White House Daily News Sununary. 

I would appreciate your views on the attached Mediascan report 
for Monday, April 16. Specifically, I would like to know if 
i o u find this of more ya~:;., ~JJ~e--rf'."T'.b:"":a~n=--ti:'i:'E-::e-::p~r~e~s=-e:"n~t--=n:-:e:-::-w-:-:s~s::,:-::',::mm:::-::a:-:-r::y-:-----.. 
~elevision reporJ;... 
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Network Televison News -- Synopsis -- Mondav Evening, April 17, 1984 

CBS and NBC led with stories a.bout President Reagan's proposal to combat 
terrorism Monday night, a story not covered by ABC. ABC's top story 
concerned the Soviet announcement that its athletes may not compete in 
the Sumner Olympics in Los Angeles, a story covered b~r other networks 
later in their broadcasts. 

CBS and NBC reported that on April 3 Reagan authorized the creation of 
paramilitary squads within the FBI and CIA which can carry out preemptive 
strikes and reprisal raids against terrorists. Reagan has also asked 
Congress to authorize large rewards for infonnation about terrorists. 
CBS concluded its report by saying that the proposal "was supposed to be 
secret. The fact that it leaked probably indicates that some people 
wanted Congress to know and that Congress will have a lot of questions." 
NBC reported that one congressmen questioned the legality of the proposal 
and suggested that Reagan was overreacting. 

There was little coverage of the Derrocratic presidential campaign. CBS 
reported that Walter Mondale and Gary Hart made public their incorres and 
taxes for 1983 and covered Hart's criticism of the U.S. tax system. PBS 
reported that Hart and Jesse Jackson campaigned in Missouri and that 
Mondale took the day off. PBS also reported on the stress candidates 
experience during a campaign. All networks except ABC covered the 
Supreme Court's decision to hear arguments about whether PACs may spend 
unlimited amounts to back presidential candidates. 

Since midnight Monday was the deadline for filing incorre tax returns, all 
networks except NBC covered tax-related stories. PBS spent the first 25 
minutes of its broadcast reporting on various tax reforms which have been 
proposed. CBS reported on the new computer system being used by the IRS 
to uncover tax fraud and followed up with a cormentary a.bout why U.S. 
citizens may feel compelled to cheat on tax paynents. 

Other econanic coverage included reports on all networks except CBS of 
General Motors' announcerrent that it plans to issue $10,000 life 
insurance policies to buyers of new GM cars and trucks. The m:::mey will 
be paid to heirs of people killed in new GM vehicles if they are wearing 
seatbelts at the ti.rre of the accident. PBS reported that U.S. factories 
operated at 80.9 percent of capacity in March. CBS reported that 
unusually cold March weather caused ArrEricans to pay $1 billion IIX)re than 
usual to heat their hones. 

ABC covered t'W'O rredical stories. One was a report on a new, experi.rrental 
surgical implant used to help deaf people regain their hearing. The 
other was a story a.bout a premature infant in Florida who received a 
pacemaker. 

WHITE HOUSE NEWS SUMMARY, Tuesday , April 17, 1984 
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EVENING NEWS LINEUP~- Monday, April 16, 1984 

ABC CBS NBC 

APOl USSR/OLYMPICS CPOl U.S./.A.NTI-TERRORISM NPOl U.S./.A.NTI-TEPRORISM 

AP02 USSR/AFGHANISTAN CP02 CHEMICAL WEAPONS BAN NP02 NAMIBIA/BCMBING 

AP03 CHEMICAL WFAPONS BAN CP03 EL SP.LVNXJR/ NP03 EL SALVADOR/ 
ASSASSINATION ASSASSINATION 

AP04 PRaI'ESTERS/ CP04 ~.ASS MURDER/ NP04 NICARAGUA/ 
WHITE HOUSE NEW YORK FIGRTili!G 

APOS NICARAGUA/ CPOS MURDER TRIAL/ t\1P05 USSR/OLYMPICS 
FIGHTING MINNESarA 

AP06 NICARAGUA/MINES CP06 PULITZER PRIZE NP06 MASS MURDER/ 
NEW YORK 

AP07 EL SALVNJOR/ CP07 MARATHON/BOSTON NP07 SERIAL MURDEFS/ 
ASSASSINATION NEW ENGLAND 

AP08 NAMIBIA/B~ING CP08 USSR/OLYMPICS NP08 ATTORNEY GENERAL 
TRIP 

AP09 ~.ASS MURDER/i\1E'W' YORK CP09 Ha.IB HEATING BILLS NP09 SUPREME COURI'/PACs 

APlO DRUG TRIAL/Mrr..MI CPlO SUPREME COURI'/PACs NPlO C..Z\MPAIGN I 84/ 
DEMOCRATS 

APll ATTORNEY GENEFAL CPll IRS/Ili!Ca.IB TAX NPll CHARITY POKER/ 
TRIP · CHEATili!G COLORADO 

AP12 BUS INF.SS /ECONG1Y CP12 IRS/INCa.IB TAX NP12 MILL FIFE/TEXAS 
CHEATING 2 

AP13 AUTC11AKEFS/GM CP13 BRITAIN/SPORTS/ NP13 AUTCMAKERS/GM 
ICE DP..NCING 

AP14 MEDICINE/ NP14 CONGRESS/ 
PACEMAKER ILLE.GAL JILIENS 

AP15 MEDICINE/DEJl..FNESS NP15 PULITIZER PRIZE 

AP16 PULITZER PRIZE NP16 MAPATHON/BOSTON 

AP17 MARATHCN/BOSTON NP17 EDUCATICN/FLORIDA 

PBS MACNEIL/LEHRER REPORT--A discussion with a senator, a businessman and a 
political scientist on tax reform proposals; a report on stress 
political candidates undergo. 

ABC NIGHTLINE--A report on the Soviet Union's possible boycott of the Olympics. 
h7HITE HOUSE NEWS Sl.JM.'f.ARY - Evening News Lineup April 16, 1984 
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SUMMMARY OF 

ABC WORID NEWS Ta-TIGHT -- Monday, April 16, 1984 

APOl USSR/OLYMPICS 

AP02 USSR/ 
AFGHANISTAN 

AP03 CHEM.ICAL 
WEAPONS BAN 

AP04 PROI'ESTERS/ 
WHITE HOOSE 

AP05 NICARAGUA/ 
FIGHTING 

AP06 NICARAGUA/ 
MINES 

AP07 EL SALVNXJR/ 
ASSASSINATION 

AP08 NAMIBIA/ 
BCMBING 

Soviet officials say USSR will not ~n:t\lNINGS 

boycott Sumner Olympics in Los SIRKIN 
Angeles, but Soviets have not decided DUNSMORE 
whether to send their team; Soviets 
say U.S. is violating Olympic charter 
by failing to insure security of 
Russian athletes, supporting anti-
Soviet denonstrators and e.ncouraging 
defections; U.S. officials say they've 
"bent over backwards" to be accornrodat-
ing to Soviet athletes; Soviets are 
expected to participate. 

Soviets increase forces along border JENNINGS 
with Afghanistan; U.S. analysts say MCWEI'HY 
Soviets may be planning spring of fen-
si ve against rebels in Afghanistan 
or that they are positioning bombers 
that could strike targets around 
Persian Gulf. 

18:30:10 
18:36:01 

18:37:26 
18:39:06 

Vice President George Bush leaves 
for Geneva, where he will present 
U.S. proposal for ban on chemical 
v.reapons to 40-nation disannarrent 
conference. 

JENNINGS 18:39:07 
DONAIDSON 18:39:57 

Protesters derronstrating against 
U.S. policy in Central Arrerica block 
White House gate, refusing to move; 
11 are arrested. 

Nicaraguan rebel group which seized 
coastal trn,-m this weekend says it 
hopes to set up provisional govern
ment in Nicaragua within 90 days. 

DONALDSON 18:39:58 
18:40:58 

JENNINGS 18:40:59 
18:41:18 

CIA director says he or his deputy JENNINGS 18:41:19 
18:41:31 discussed mining of Nicaraguan ports 

11 times with congressional conrnittees. 

Salvadoran official in charge of JENNINGS 
U.S. Embassy security is assassin-
ated in San Salvador by unidentified 
gunrren. 

Two U.S. diplomats are killed by ~'NINGS 

explosion in Namibia. 

18:41:32 
18:41:50 

18:41:51 
18:4~:17 

WHITE HOUSE NE'WS ST.JMl.1ARY - ABC World News Tonight April 16, 1984 
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ABC World News Toniqht Surrrnarv (continued) 

AP09 MASS MURDER/ 
NEW YORK 

APlO DRUG TRU>.L/ 
MIAMI 

P..Pll A'ITORNEY 
GENERAL TRIP 

AP12 BUSINESS/ 
ECONCMY 

AP13 AlJTa.1AKERS I 
GM 

AP14 MEDICINE/ 
PACiliT.AKER 

AP15 MEDICINE/ 
DEAFNESS 

New York City police think mass 
murder of 10 people in Brooklyn nay 
be drug related. 

JENNINGS 18:43:54 
BERKCWITZ 18:45:37 

Fonner official of Great American JENNINGS 
Bank in Miami pleads guilty to 
charges connected with laundering of 
over $30 million in narcotics money. 

Justice Depart:rrent says it cost JENNINGS 
$683,727 for attorney general to 
make round- the-world trip campaigning 
for greater drug control. 

IRS says there is 3% drop in number JENNINGS 
of people who have filed income tax CORm'Z 
returns so far this year in compari-
son with last year; DJIA closes up 
10.15 at 1160.28. 

GM says it will issue free $10,000 JENNINGS 
life insuranc·e policy to buyers of 
GM cars, payable to heirs of anyone 
killed while wearing seat belt in 
a new GM car or truck. 

Doctors in St. Petersburg, Fla., JENNINGS 
have implanted pacemaker in premature 
baby girl. 

University of Utah doctors test JENNINGS 
device which is surgically implanted STRAI T 
in inner ear of deaf people and can 
help them to hear. 

18:45:38 
18:45:56 

18:45:57 
18:46:23 

18:46:24 
18:47:42 

18:47:43 
18:47:55 

18:50:01 
18:50:15 

18:50:16 
18:53:34 

AP16 PULITZER PRIZE 1984 Pulitzer Prizes are awarded 
to newspaper reporters and authors. 

JENNINGS 18:53:35 
18:54:11 

AP17 MARATHON/ 
BOSTON 

Top U.S. runners do not participate 
in Boston ~..arathon because U.S. 
Olympic trials are to be held next 
month and because Boston pays no 
prize money; Jeff Smith of Britain 
wins the race; New Zealand wom:m 
wins in wamen's division. 

JENNINGS 
Gl<.NDOLF 

v7HITE HCXJSE NEWS SUMMARY - ABC W:Jrld News Tonight April 16, 1984 

18:55:56 
18:58:01 
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SUMMARY OF 

CBS EVENING NEWS -- Monday, April 16, 1984 

CPOl U.S./ANTI
TERRORISM 

CPO 2 CJfillf.ICAL 
WEAPONS BAN 

CP03 EL SALVAOOR/ 
ASSASSINATION 

CP04 ~.ASS MURDER/ 
:f\JE'W YORK 

CP05 MURDER TRIAL/ 
MINNESarA 

Reagan approves first-strike policy KURTIS 
against terrorism inside or outside PLANTE 
U.S.; it permits preemptive strikes 
and reprisal raids against terrorists, 
authorizes anti-terrorist teams with-
in CIA and FBI and permits elimina-
tion of known terrorists once a plot 
is uncovered; administration wants 
congressional approval for reward 
rroney to encourage better intelligence 
on terrorist activity. 

Vice President Bush to present 
U.S. proposal for ban on chemical 
vveapons to 40-nation disarmament 
conference in Geneva; a report on 
the use of chemical weapons. 

Salvadoran official of the U.S. 
Einbassy ih El Salvador is killed 
by unknown gurnren. 

New York authorities suspect that 
mass rrrurder of 10 in Brooklyn may 
have been drug-related revenge 
attack. 

KURTIS 
FENTON 

KURTIS 

KURTIS 
DCW 

Report on murder trial of young man KURI'IS 
who allegedly shot and killed bankers STONE 
planning to foreclose on his family 's 
fann in small Minnesota town. 

CP06 PULITZER PRIZE Pulitzer Prizes are awarded to 
newspaper reporters and authors. 

KURTIS 

CP07 MARATHON/ 
BOSTON 

CP08 USSR/OLYMPICS 

CP09 HCME HEATING 
BILLS 

British man wins Boston Marathon; 
New Zealander wins warren's race. 

KURTIS 

Soviet official says USSR will not KURTIS 
boycott Sl.1ITID2r Olympics in Los PHILLIPS 
Angeles, but Soviet athletes may 
not participate; Soviets ccmplain 
that U.S. is violating Olympic charter. 

Government agency says cold weather KURTIS 
in March cost Americans $1 billion 
extra in heating bills. 

l/JHITE HOUSE NE'WS SUMMARY - CBS Evening News April 16, 1984 

18:30:08 
18:32:01 

18:32:02 
18:35:37 

18:35:38 
18:35:55 

18=37:08 
18:38:57 

18:38:58 
18:41:20 

18:41:21 
18:42:20 

18:43:32 
18:43:59 

18:44:00 
18:45:51 

18 :45:52 
18 : 46 :20 
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CBS EVENING 'f'.i.,E'WS SUMMARY (continued) 

CPlO 

CPll 

CP12 

SUPFEME CCXJRI'/ 
PACs 

IRS/INCCME TAX 
CHEATING 

IRS/INCCME TAX 
CHEATING 2 

Supreme Court to hear arguments to 
decide if it is legal for PACs to 
spend as rruch as they want to back 
a presidential candidate. 

Report on new methods being used by 
IFS to collect delinquent tax pay
ments; governrrent estimates tax 
cheating and errors cost $90 billion 
in 1981. 

KURrIS 

KURI'IS 
QUThlN 

Corrmentary: "Without a sirrpler and KURI'IS 
fairer system of taxes and spending MOYERS 
policies that rreet the test of cornron 
sense ••• " the U.S. can expect citizens 
to rebel against the government by not 
paying what they owe. 

CP13 BRITAIN/SPORI'S/ Report on reaction of Nottingham, KURI'IS 
ICE DANCING England, to two of its citizens who CROFT 

won gold medal for ice dancing in 
Winter Olympics. 

WHITE HOUSE NEWS SUMMAFY - CBS Evening News April 16 , 1984 

18:47:31 
18:47:49 

18:47:50 
18:50:55 

18:50:56 
18:53:12 

18 :54:54 
18:57:20 
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NPOl 

NP02 

NP03 

NP04 

SUMMARY OF 

NBC NIGHI'LY NEWS -- Monday, April 16, 1984 

U.S./ANTI
TERRORISM 

NAMIBIA/ 
BCMBING 

EL SAfNNXJR/ 
ASSASSINATION 

NICA..RAGUA/ 

Reagan authorizes preemptive strikes 
against terrorist strongholds and 
revenge raids, pennitting creation 
of U.S. paramilitary units to carry 
out the actions; he orders increase 
in intelligence gathering worldwide 
and will ask Congress for authority 
to pay rewards for inf onnation on 
terrorists. 

Two U.S. diplomats are killed in 
Namibia by terrorist bomb; they may 
have been victims of random terror-
ism. 

Salvadoran who directed security at 
U.S. Embassy in El Salvador is shot 
and killed. 

Nicaraguan rebels take control of 

BROKAI.\T 
WALl.ACE 

BROKAW 

BROKAW 

BROKAW 

19:00:12 
19:02:22 

19:02:23 
19:02:51 

19:02:52 
19:03:11 

19:03:12 
FIGHTING Caribbean port in the south after BOEITCHER 19:05:20 

NP05 

NP06 

NP07 

USSR/OLYMPICS 

MASS MURDER/ 
NEW YORK 

SERIAL MURDERS/ 
"NEW ENGLAND 

NP08 ATTORNEY 
GENERAL TRIP 

four days of fierce fighting. 

Soviet official says USSR will not BROKAW 
boycott Olympic garres, but he says 
Soviets make distinction between boy-
cotting and not attending . . 
New York City detectives speculate BROKAW 
that drugs may have been involved and VALER.IANI 
revenge the rrotive in yesterday's 
massacre of 10 people in a Brooklyn 
horre. 

Federal investigators try to retrace 
race car driver Christopher Wilder's 
"wild ride" through New England to 
find out if he killed again before 
killing himself. 

BROKAW 

Worldwide trip U.S. attorney general BROKAW 
took in 1982 to attempt to stem the 
flow of drugs into U.S. was not 
successful, and it cost taxpayers 
$683,000. 

WHITE HOUSE l\1EWS SUMMARY - NBC Nightly News April 16, 1984 

19:05:21 
19,:05:44 

19:07:35 
19:09:36 

19:09:37 
19:10:18 

19:10:19 
19:10:52 
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NBC NIGHTLY NEWS S~.Jl.FY (continued) 

NP09 

NPlO 

NPll 

SUPREME COORI'/ 
PACs 

CAMPAIGN I 84/ 
DEMOCRATS 

CHARITY POKER/ 
COLORADO 

NP12 MIIL FIRE/ 
TEXAS 

NP13 AUTCMAKERS/ 
GM 

Supreme Co'\Lrt to hear argurr.ents 
about whether PACs may spend unlirn
i ted arrounts of money to back candi
dates for president. 

Derrocratic presidential candidates 
Gary Hart and Walter Mondale publi
cize their incomes and taxes for 
1983; Hart calls U.S. tax system an 
"unworkable hodgepcdge" and says he 
favors a rrodified flat tax. 

Colorado legislature outlaws charity 
poker nights. 

BROKAW 

BROKAW 

BROKAW 
O'NEIL 

In Nacogdoches, Texas, suspected BROKAW 
arson fire levels historic mall, and 
explosion and fire destroy Inter-
national Paper Canpany's plywood 
plant. 

GM will offer $10,000 life insurance BROKAW 
policy with every new GM vehicle 
sold; it will be paid if any person 
in the vehicle wearing seatbelt dies 
in an accident within one year of the 
date of purchase. 

19:12:30 
19: 13: 00 

19:13:01 
19:13:39 

19:13:40 
19:15:42 

19:15:43 
19:16:06 

19:16:07 
19:16:36 

NP14 CONGRESS/ A report on the unsuccessful attempts BROKAW 19:18:17 
ILLEGAL ALIENS of Congress to deal with huge numbers ABERNEI'HY 19:22:25 

of illegal aliens entering the U.S. 

NP15 PULITZER PRIZE Pulitzer Prizes are awarded to 
newspaper reporters and authors. 

BROKAW 

NP16 MARATHCN/ 
BOSTON 

NP17 EDUCATION/ 
pr...,ORIDA 

Jeff Smith of Britain wins Boston 
Marathon; Elaine lt>ller of New 
Zealand wins in women's division. 

BROKAW 

Report on how principal of elemen- BROKAW 
tary school in St. Petersburg, Fla. , MURPHY 
has established discipline in the 
school she runs. 

WHITE HOOSE NEWS SUMMAEY - NBC Nightly News April 16, 1984 

19:22:26 
19:22:57 

19:24:38 
19:25:08 

19 :25:09 
19:28:03 
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SUMMARY OF 

PBS MACNEIL/LEHRER NEWSHOUR -- Mondav, April 16, 1984 

.MLO 1 PRCGPN1 
INTRODUCTION 

MLO 2 INCCME TAX 
REFORM 

ML03 BUSINESS/ 
ECON'CMY 

.ML04 CHEMICAL 
WEAPONS BAN 

Introduction of stories to be covered LEHRER 
during the evening's broadcast. MACNEIL 

Conservative group presents plan for LEHRER 
10% across-the-board tax on all tax- ~.ACNEIL 
payers. Interview: Sen. Bill Bradley 
(D-N.J.) discusses his proposed "fair 
tax" plan now being considered by 
Congress; Jack Albertine, president 
of the ArrErican Business Conference, 
discusses a plan called the "consump
tion tax," favored by the Reagan admin
istration; Noman Ornstein of Catholic 
University discusses actions Congress 
may take on tax reforms this year and 
obstacles in the way of tax reform. 

Federal Reserve Board reports that M.P<.cNEIL 
U.S. factories operated at 80.9% of 
capacity in March; DJIA closes up 
10.15 at 1160.28. 

Reagan sends Vice President George MACNEIL 
Bush to Geneva with new proposals to 
ban chemical weapons; Reagan appeals 
to Congress to build new chemical 
weapons facility in U.S. 

ML05 USSR/OLYMPICS Soviets may not send team to Sunmer MACNEIL 
Olympics in Los Angeles, but they 

ML06 NAMIBIA/ 
BCMBING 

ML07 EL SALVADOR/ 
ASSASSINATION 

.ML08 EL SALVADOR/ 
ELECTION 

vow not to boycott the garres; they 
charge U.S. groups are planning pro-
tests against Soviet participation 
and to induce Soviet athletes to 
defect. 

Tv.D Arrerican diplomats are killed LEHRER 
in mine explosion in Namibia. 

Top-ranking Salvadoran citizen v.Drk- LEHRER 
ing at U.S. Embassy is shot and 
killed. 

Two officials v.Drking on Salvadoran LEHRER 
presidential run-off election will 
leave the country after threats on 
their lives. 

WHITE HOUSE NEWS SUMMARY - PBS MacNeil/Iclrrer April 16, 1984 

18:00:15 
18:01:05 

18:01:18 
18:26:43 

18:26:44 
18:27:12 

18:27:51 
18:28:56 

18:28:57 
18:30:25 

18:30:26 
18:30:57 

18:30:58 
18:31:12 

18:31:13 
18:31:32 
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PBS MACNEIL/LEHRER REPORI' (continued) 

ML09 

MLlO 

U.S./ANTI
TEP.RORISM 

SUPPEME COURI' / 
PACs 

MLll CAMPAIGN I 84/ 
DEMOCRATS 

ML12 AUTCMAKERS/ 
GM 

ML13 NUCLEAR PONER/ 
CALIFORNIA 

Reagan approves anti-terrorism 
measures which allow for offensive 
tactics against terrorists. 

Supreme Court agrees to hear case 
involving right of PACs to spend 
unlimited arcounts of m::mey to back 
presidential candidates. 

LEHRER 

MACNEIL 

Derrocratic presidential candidate MACNEIL 
Gary Hart campaigns in Missouri after BRACKEIT 
winning Arizona caucuses; Jesse Jack-
son urges Hispanic leaders to end 
"unnatural separation" between blacks 
and Hispanics; Walter Mondale takes 
a day off; a report on the grueling 
pace of the campaign and what it's 
doing to the candidates. 

GM announces that as of today all LEHRER 
purchasers of new GM cars will auto
matically be covered by $10,000 
insurance policy; rroney will be paid 
to heirs of anyone who dies in acci-
dent if driver was wearing seatbelt. 

Group files suit to stop limited LEHRER 
operation of Diablo Canyon nuclear 
power plant in California • 

18:31:33 
18:31:46 

18:31:47 
18:32:27 

18:32:38 
18:43:03 

18:43:52 
18:44:23 

18:44:24 
18:44:41 

.ML14 PULITZER PRIZE Winners of Pulitzer Prize are 
announced. Interview: William 
Kennedy, winner of prize for his 
novel "Ironweed," discusses his 
book, which was rejected 13 tirres 
before it was published. 

MACNEIL 18:44:42 
Hill.1TER-GAULT 18: 53: 56 

ML15 SAIMON FISHING/ Government agency limits co:rmerical LEHRER 
NORI'HWEST catch of salrron f isherrnen in the 

Northwest U.S. 

ML16 MEDICINE/ 
OSTEOPOROSIS 

MLl 7 NEWSHOUR REX:AP 

ML18 ~ARATHCN/ 
BOSTON 

Exercise cannot prevent loss of 
bone tissue, but it can promote 
healthy growth of bones. 

A recap of major news stories pre
sented in the evening's broadcast. 

Jeff Smith, fonner fireman from 
Britain, wins Boston Marathon. 

WHITE HOUSE NFA'7S SUMMARY - PBS MacNeil/Lehrer April 17, 1984 

LEHRER 

IJIACNEIL 

MACNEIL 

18:53:57 
18:54:14 

18:54:15 
18:54:36 

18:54:37 
18:55:28 

18 :55: 29 
18:56: 10 
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INTERVIEWER: 

SUBJECTS: 

SUMMARY OF 

ABC NIGHTLINE -- Monday, April 16, 1984 

Hedding Carter 

Political gaires that shadow the Olympic tradition, with 
a focus on the Soviet Union's recent protest of the 
organization of the Los Angeles sumner events. IntP-rviews 
with Jack Kelly Jr. of the U.S. Olympic Conmittee; 
Vladimir Posner, Radio Moscow corrmEmtator; and r.nary 
Decker, former Olympic middle distance runner. (23:30:53 
to 23:54:27) 

Runner Jacqueline Hansen describes what it is like to 
compete in the Boston Marathon. (23:56:44 to 23:59:36) 

w11ITE HOUSE ~78 SUMMA.RY - ABC Nightline April 16 , 1984 



:.. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

April 16, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR DEPUTY CHIEF CHARLES E. GOTARD JR. 

FROM: Larry Speak~ 

We continue to receive complaints from press about the 
procedures and attitudes of the personnel at the Northwest 
Gate. 

The attached letter from Robert McFarland, Vice President and 
Bureau Chief of NBC News, is an indicator of how the press 
feels about the problems they are experiencing entering the 
White House grounds. 

As we have discussed previously, it is extremely important 
that as we institute the new procedures, that personnel of 
the Uniform Division be particularly accorranodating to the 
members of the White House press corps. 

I would appreciate your looking into this matter. 

cc: James Baker~ 
Mike Deaver 
Bobby DePropsero 

/ 



THE WHITE HO U SE 

WA SH INGT ON 

April 16, 1984 

Dear Bob: 

Thank you so much for your letter concern
ing the difficulties experienced by your 
camera crews entering the Northwest Gate of 
the White House. We were informed of this 
situation the day it occurred and took your 
complaints directly to Deputy Chief Gotard 
who heads the Uniformed Division at the 
White House. He assured me he would look 
into the matter and prevent repetition of 
the problems. 

I do appreciate your calling this to my 
attention, and I have forwarded your letter 
to Chief Gotard asking him to provide me a 
report on what is being done to alleviate 
these problems. 

~t regards, 

L~pea s 
Deputy Pre Secretary 

to the P esident 

Mr. Robert McFarland 
Vice President/Bureau Chief 
NBC News 
4001 Nebraska Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20016 



NBC News A Division of 
National Broadcasting Company, Inc. 

Robert McFarland 
Vice President 
Bureau Chief 

April 9, 1984 

Mr. Larry -Speakes 
Assistant to President & 

4001 Nebraska Avenue, N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20016 202-686-6298 

Principal Deputy Press Secretary 
The White House Press Offi t e 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Larry: 

I am writing to express our mounting concern that the new 
security measures at the White House are causing major 
delays to our personnel in reaching their assignments. 
In one case our crews report that security guards singled 
our people out to test the efficiency of the "bomb dogs" 
by sniffing an ~BC car thoroughly, then hiding explosives 
in the car and repeating the process. In another case 
our car was left waiting at the gate, presumably for the 
dog to come. After ten minutes an inquiry found that 
the guards did tiot call the dog but were miffed because 
our people didn't follow "new" procedures on how to 
drive up to the gate. We were never told of any new 
procedures. 

NBC is surely in favor of adequate safety precautions at 
the White House, but disruptions and delays of the type 
we seem to be increasingly facing will harm our ability 
to work there. 

Please let me know if this situation is likely to change. 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

WASHINGTON 

April 13, 1984 

JIM BAKER V 
MIKE DEAVER 

Larry Speake~ 

If you have no objection, we'd like to 
take the wire photographers into the 
Oval Office when the Ambassador from 
the Holy See presents credentials to 
the President. 



t 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 22, 1984 

.MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES BAKER V 
MICHAEL DEAVER 
RICHARD DARMAN 
MIKE BAROODY 

FROM: Larry Speake~ 
Attached is a statement by Democratic 
Congressional Campaign Committee Chairman 
Tony Coelho concerning "Ethical Lapses in 
the Administration." 



•• •• 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MARCH 21, 1984 

News 
Release 

STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN TONY COELHO 

contact (202) 789-2920 

Mark Johnson 

Yesterday, White House spokesman Larry Speakes denied that 
there has been an "inordinate number" of ethical lapses by 
Administration appointees. "I don't think anybody can make a 
blanket charge; many of them have explanations," he said, according 
to press reports. 

Mr. Speakes obviously has had a lapse of memory. 

The case of Ed Meese is merely another in a long and growing 
pattern of ethical misconduct by Reagan Administration appointees. 
About 50 individual cases have been documented. In fact, not 
since Warren Harding's tenure have so many high-ranking public 
officials been tainted by scandal, and that includes Richard Nixon's 
crowd. 

Every President has been embarrassed by the actions of an 
appointee or two, or three, or four, but not 50. Such a persistent 
p~ttern of wrongdoing can only suggest that Mr. Reagan condones 
these actions by his subordinates. The Reagan people seem to view 
their improper behavior as "part of doing business" -- they fail 
to recognize that a higher standard is required in public as 
opposed to private life. 

The attached information should serve as a healthy reminder to 
Mr. Speakes, the rest of the White House and the American people. 

Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 
Tony Coelho, CA, Chairman 
Suite 319, 400 North Capitol Street 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
(202) 789-2920 

Authorized and paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee. 

@~14 

-30-



(HOUSE FLOOR STATEMENT OF REP. TONY COELHO (D-CA) , l · ~C~ \ \~ {, 
CHAIRMAN, DEMOCRATIC CONGRESSIONAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE, 

MARCH 20, 1984) MR. SPEAKER: 

As we all know, President Reagan never hesitates to publicly blast 

so-called "welfare" cheats and food stamp cheats. Indeed, we're all 

familiar with his story about the food stamp recipient who was seen 

by the Republican look-out squad buying a bottle of vodka with his 

food stamps and who then walked out of the grocery store and drove 

home in his cadillac. Of course, none of us denies that there have 
been some abuses. 

But this same President, who has deliberately Placed reiligion and morali1 

on the front burner of this election campaign, obviously has a moral 

blind soot when it comes to his own closest aides and country club 
cronies. 

Ed Meese, William Casey, Thomas Reed, Paul Thayer, Ann Burford ... the 

list goes on. In fact, a national publication recently published a 

list of about 50 Reagan appointees who hove been tainted by scandal, 

They view their jobs not as stewards. of the public trust, but as 

opportunities to feed at the public trough. Once again, we hear 

about hit lists, secrecy oaths and lie detectors, illegal taoings and 

lying, and numerous cases of financial improprieties. And, once again, 

allegations of official misconduct are followed by pronouncements of 
Presidential support. 

Well, President Reagan may have this moral blind spot, but the 

American people certainly do not. Election Day is Judgement Day, 
Mr. President. " 

..:--- - · 
--~ 



, .. 

Dear Dem:lcratic Colleague: 

• • • Januai:y 24, 1984 

Enclosed please find a clip fran last week's edition of the National 
JournaI. 

It lists about 40 present and fonrer Reagan Administration officials 
who beCarre involved in scandals of one type or another. The recent controversies 
sur.rounding the resignations of.Paul Thayer as Deputy Defense Secretary and 
J. Lynn Helms as Federal Aviation Administrator, as well as U.S. Infonnation 
Agency Director Q:1arles Wick' s secret phone tapings., have pranpted the press 
to take a closer look at this in;::ortant, untold sto:r:y of the Reagan Administration. 

I believe that the perfonnance of the President's appointees has the 
potential to develop into a major campaign issue over the next 11 rronths. The 
evidence is clear, as the Journal article shows, that many of the President's 
officials have engaged in unethical and/or illegal l::ehavior. They have deronstrated 
rrore conceni for their own private gains rather than the public service they 
were appointed to perfonn. 'llley have shown little regard for the high standards 
expected of than by the American people in the post-Watergate era. 

Of course, the Republicans respond by saying that Presidents of ooth 
political parties have been anbarrassed by the actions of an appointee or two. 
But the difference between previous Mninistrations and the current one are 
twofold: (1) cases of ethical misconduct in the Reagan Administration have not 
been isolated incidents: on the contrazy, they have been so pezvasive that one 
~tration official said last year, "If only you knew about all the things 
I've been able to kill before you leamed of than." And, (2) Other Presidents 
have done sanething about the pmble:n; this President has done absolutely 
nothing. It seems that a new set of charges is revealed eve:r:y couple of -weeks 
or so. 

This is an issue that will ~rk -well for us. Clearly, President Reagan's 
appointees have broken all records with regard to the abuse of the public 
trust. As Derocrats, -we need to remind our constituents that they deserve 
public officials who possess un:;ruestioned integrity. 

Enclosure 

Democrat ic Congress ional Campaign Committee 
Tony Coelho, CA, Chairman 
Suite 31 9, 400 North Capitol Street 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
(202) 789-2920 

Authorized and paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee. 



•, 

• 
. ,- PEOPLE 

Scandals, Etc., From A to Z 
"Is there a scandal brewing at the EPA [Environmental 
Protection Agency]?" a reporter shouted to President Reagan 
at a photo session a year ago. No. Reagan responded, the only 
scandal was the news media's coverage of the agency's prob
lems. The President underestimated the scandal's staying 
power; within months, virtually the entire top echelon of the 
agency had been fired. But that was the exception. From the 
resignation of former CIA deputy director Max C. Hugel in 
July 1981 to the resignation of deputy Defense secretary W. 
Paul Thayer this month, other scandals involving Reagan 
Administration officials have been shrugged off by the public. 
Herc arc 40 whose actions before or after taking office briefly 
put the Administration in a bad light, apparently without 
permanently affecting the public's image of Reagan. Richard 
V. Allen, former assistant to the President for national security 
affairs, resigned in January. 1982· after 10 $ 100 bills were 
found in his White House s.afc, He said he had intercepted the 
cash from Japanese joumalistS iwho were trying to offer it as a 
present to Nancy Reagan but then he forgot to tum it in to the 
Treasury .... William M. Bell, who was Reagan's first choice 
to be full-time chairman of the ·~qua! Employment Opportu
nity Commission, was presideni, of a Detroit job recruiting 
firm that had not placed any employees in at least a year and 
had never been listed in either the white or yellow pages of the 
phone book. His nomination was withdrawn in February 1982. 
. . . When Donald P. Bogard was hired as president of the 
Legal Services Corp. at the urging of board chairman William 
F. Haney, he negotiated a contract-since downgraded by 
Congress-that paid for his membership in a private club and 
guaranteed him a full year's severance pay. Bogard's mentor, 
Harvey, collected $34,383 in consulting fees and expenses in 
I 0 months as chairman ending in December 1982; he once ran 
up $147.50 in taxi fares during a five-night stay in Washing· 
ton . .. . Charles M. Butler III, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission chairman, agreed to excuse himself from consid
ering appeals of cases involving clients he or associates at his 
Houston law firm represented before the commission's prede
cessor, the Federal Power Commission. But he said he would 
not disqualify himself from deciding new cases involving his 
former Clients .. .. In a meeting on Dec. 11, 1981, former EPA 
administrator Anne McGill Burford told a Farmington (N.M.) 
gasoline refinery, Thriftway Co., that she would not enforce 
lead content regulations that the company was violating ... . 
Burford's husband, Robert F. Burford. the Interior Depart
ment's Bureau of Land Management director, owns a 25 per 
cent interest in a family cattle and sheep ranch that has 
permits to graze on 33,614 acres of bureau lands. Burford 
obtained a waiver of provisions that prohibited him from 
holding an interest in land administered by the bureau by 

Allen Burford Campbel/ 

92 NATIONAL JOURNAL 1/ 14/ 84 

selling his grazing permits and cattle to a limited partnership 
set up by his three sons who own the ranch with him .. .. 
Carlos C. Campbell. former assistant Commerce secretary for 
economic development, resigned while under fire for providing 
grants to firms with questionable credentials, some of them 
run by personal friends .. .. Presidential scheduler Joseph W. 
Canzeri resigned following disclosure that he had billed bot" 
the Republican National Committee and the government for 
personal expenses and that he had received loans of $200,000 
each from Laurance S. Rockefeller and Newport Beach 
(Calif.) realtor Donald M. Koll at favorable rates to buy a 
home in Washington .... Michael Cardenas, administrator of 
the Small Business Administration, was forced out following 
investigations of SBA grants, including one to an Albuquerque 
(N.M.) contractor who was under criminal investigation . .. . 
William J. Casey, director of the CIA, traded more than $3 
million in stock in 1982. Most government officials put their 
holdings in a "blind trust" to avoid charges that information 
gained on the job is being used for personal gain. Casey 
avoided doing that until July 1983, after the Senate threat
ened to pass a resolution demanding that he do so. Casey also 
had to make amendments to his financial disclosure statement 
to take care of significant omissions . ... John B. Crowell Jr., 
assistant Agriculture secretary for natural resources and envi
ronment, was general counsel of Louisiana-Pacific Corp. from 
1973-81 . He developed the strategy for a subsidiary, 
Ketchikan Pulp Co., to circumvent provisions of the small
business set-aside program that he now administers. Crowell 
failed to include on his personal financial disclosure statement 
his job as assistant secretary of Ketchikan Pulp, which was 
convicted of antitrust violations . . . . Deputy White House . 
chief of staff Michael K. Deaver wrote a diet book that could 
earn him well over the statutory annual limit on outside 
earnings ( 15 per cent of salary). He avoided the limit by 
contracting to be paid only 1 S per cent a year while in office . 
. . . Former deputy Commerce secretary Guy M. Fiske was 
negotiating for a job at the Communications Satellite Corp. 
while he was supposed to be in charge of negotiations for sale 
of the department's weather satellites to the company .... 
While chairman of the Indiana Senate's Natural Resources 
Committee, James R. Harris (now director of the Interior 
Department's Office of Surface Mining) negotiated a real 
estate deal with the chief Indiana lobbyist for the coal com
pany Amax Inc. to buy land at favorable prices .. . . B. Sam 
Hart, Reagan's first nominee to the Civil Rights Commission, 
was in default on a $100,000 Small Business Administration 
loan. Two weeks after his nomination, the SBA agreed to 
refinance the loan. Hart was also delinquent on repaying a 
$200,000 loan from the Pennsylvania Minority Business 
Development Authority and owed S4,400 in back taxes. He 
asked that his nomination be withdrawn .... Arthur Hull 

Cardenas Crowell Hovde 



) 

WASHINGTON'S MOVERS AND SHAKERS 

Hayes Jr., former commissioner of the Food and Drug Admin
istration, billed the government for some trips that were paid 
for by businesses and trade organizations. Hayes accepted 
speaking fees and free lodging from private groups with 
interests before the FDA, in addition to travel expenses .... 
Federal Aviation Administration chief J. Lynn Helms re
signed, effective this month, after being accused of having 
ope~ted a business that took over small companies and bled 
them dry of funds . ... Former deputy EPA director John W. 
Hernandez invited Dow Chemical Co. to edit a draft of an 
agency report on dioxin contamination near the company's 
Midland (Mich.) plant .... Donald I. HoYde, former Housing 
and Urban Development under3ecretary, paid back $3,1 00 to 
cover the cost of a chauffeur hC used to commute to work. ... 
Max C. Hugel, deputy Ceniral. Intelligence Agency director 
for clandestine operations, ·resigned after being accused by 
disgruntled former business ~iates of shady stock dealings. 
... Dennis E. LeBlanc. who ~as then-Gov. Reagan's body
guard in California, was given a. $58,500-a-year job at the 
Commerce Department. LeBlanc ·recently resigned from the 
post, whose duties included assisting the President in chopping 
wood and sweeping out the barn at the Reagan ranch .... 
Ernest W. Lefeyer's nomination to be assistant secretary of 
State for human rights and humanitarian affairs was in 
trouble even before it was revealed that his Ethics and Public 
Policy Center had received a S25,000 research grant from 
Nestle Corp. prior to issuing an exculpatory report on interna
tional marketing of Nestle's infant formula. That iced it, and 
Lefever withdrew his nomination .. .. On the financial disclo
sure statement filed when he joined the Administration, Navy 
Secretary John Lehman said he had reorganized his consulting 
firm. Abington Corp., as a personal holding company. Records 
he filed with the District of Columbia corporate records office 
contradicted that statement .... Former EPA assistant admin
istrator Rita M. l..aYelle was convicted of lying to a House 
committee about when she first learned that her former 
employer, Aerojet-General Corp., was involved in a waste 
dump whose cleanup she was administering. She has been 
sentenced to six months in prison . ... When James L Malone 
was confirmed to be assistant secretary of State for oceans and 
international, environmental and scientific affairs, he prom
ised not to get involved in issues concerning his former clients, 
including the Taiwan Power Co. But the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee determined that he violated his promise 
by lobbying for an Export-Import Bank loan to the power 
company . . .. Before being named to a SI 0,000-a-year position 
on the Postal Service board of directors, where he is chairman, 
San Francisco tax accountant J. R. McKean arranged loans for 
two of his clients: counselor to the President Edwin Meese III 
and White House deputy staff chief Deaver. In an unrelated 
incident, Meese received a promotion to become Army Re-

Lefever Lehman Nimmo 

serve colonel that the Army's inspector general deemed to be 
irregular, but not improper . . .. The Federal Trade Commis
sion has been sued by the National Center for Auto Safety on 
the ground that commission chairman James C. '1iller III, 
who received $75,000 in consulting fees from General Motors 
Corp. from 1978-80, should not have participated in the 
commission's settlement of a GM auto-defects case . ... For
mer Veterans Administration chief Robert P. Nimmo was 
forced to reimburse the government S6,441 for improper use 
of a chauffeur-driven car. He spent $54, 183 to redecorate his 
office, then sent rhe old furniture to his daughter, Mary A. 
Nimmo, Commerce Department public affairs office director. 
He resigned on Oct. 4, 1982 .... Richard N. Perle. assistant 
Defense secretary for international security policy, wrote a 
memo calling for the department to buy munitions from a 
company that had paid him $50,000 in consulting fees .... 
Thomas C. Reed, former deputy assistant to the President for 
national security, was forced to sign a consent decree with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission and give up $427,000 in 
profits on a S3, l 25 investment that the commission said he 
made based on inside information .. . . The nomination of 
James W. Sanderson to be assistant EPA administrator for 
policy and resource management was withheld after it was 
disclosed that Sanderson represented organizations regulated 
by EPA at the same time that he was being paid by the agency 
as a consultant .... Emanuel S. S&Yas, former assistant Hous
ing and Urban Development secretary for policy development, 
used staffers in his office to write and edit his book, appropri
ately titled Privatizing the Public Sector . ... After unfavor
able publicity, Attorney General William French Smith 
agreed to limit the deduction he would taken on a tax shelter 
that provided $4 in tax breaks for every SI in investment and 
gave back a $50,000 severance payment from the Earle M. 
Jorgenson Co ... . Consumer Product Safety Commission 
chairman Nancy H. Steorts ordered a S 10,000 redecoration of 
her offices .. .. W. Paul Thayer resigned after exactly one year 
as deputy Defense secretary to defend himself in an insider 
trading suit filed by the Securities and Exchange Commission. 
. . . Norman B. Ture, former undersecretary of the Treasury 
for tax and economic affairs, urged the department to pur
chase an economic model from an accounting firm that was in 
the process of buying the rights to the model from him . . .. 
Sherman E. Unger, the Commerce Department general coun
sel, was nominated by Reagan to the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Federal Circuit. But action on the nomination was blocked 
in the Senate when the American Bar Association raised 
questions about Unger's legal ethics. Unger died of cancer on 
Dec. 3 .. . . Charles Z. Wick, director of the U. S. Information 
Agency, secretly taped telephone conversations with other 
government officials and then lied to reporters about it. 
-Thomas Riehle 

Steorts Ture Wick 
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M E M 0 R A N D U M 

TO: CHAIRMAN COELHO 

FROM: MARK JOHNSON 

RE: REPORT ON REAGAN ADMINISTRATION IMPROPRIETIES 

DATE: JULY 22, 1983 

Attached please find a draft of the report you requested 
on instances of questionable behavior by Reagan Administration 
officials. The report is a compilation of published news 
accounts, which are footnoted and attached. 

In addition, there have been a few in depth articles 
written on this subject, which are also attached. 

Please note any changes you wish to make. In the meantime, 
I will review the report for possible errors, as well as items 
we may have missed. 

The report was prepared in its entirety by the Communications 
Division. 

Please let me know if you have questions/comments. 

Attachments 

cc: Executive Director 

Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 
Tony Coelho, CA, Chairman 
Suite 319, 400 North Capitol Street 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
(202) 789-2920 

Authorized and paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee. 



A SUMMARY OF THE IMPROPRIETIES 

REAGAN ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS 

1 . Richard Allen 

2. Frederic Andre 

3. Donald Bogard 

4. Joseph Canzeri 

5. William Casey 

6. Michael Deaver 

7. Raymond Donovan 

8. Environmental Protection 

9. John Fedders 

1 0. Guy Fiske 

11. William Harvey 

12. Donald Hovde 

13. Max Hugel 

14. Dennis LeBlanc 

15. John Lehman 

16. James Malone 

17. Robert Nimmo 

18. Richard Perle 

19. Thomas Reed 

20. Hugh Reilly 

21 . Emanuel Savas 

22. William French Smith 

23. Nancy Harvey Steorts 

24. James Watt 

25. Charles Wick 

Agency 

INVOLVING 



1 . RICHARD ALLEN 

Allen, the President's first National Security Adviser, 
was forced to resign in January 1982 after the discovery of three 
expensive watches and $1 ,OOQ in cash in his White House safe. 
Allen acknowledged receiving the gifts from a Japanese reporter. 
He said he put them in his safe and forgot about them. 

There was also concern over Allen's deal with Peter 
Hannaford, a California public relations consultant, who bought 
out Allen's old firm, Potomac International Corporation. 
Hannaford and White House Deputy Chief of Staff Michael Deaver 
were partners before Deaver joined the Administration. Hannaford 
agreed to pay $160,000 to Allen in installments while he . served as 
NSC adviser. However, the real concern over the deal arose when a 
White House report was issued in January 1982 revealing that Allen 
and several of his former clients met in the White House for 
"social'' or "courtesy" meetings, as well as lunches and dinners. 
Allen maintains, however, that they did not discuss business. 
(WP, 1-5-82, 1-2-83; NYT, 11-24-81) 

2. FREDERIC ANDRE 

Andre, a commissioner of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, caused an uproar over comments he made during a closed 
door ICC meeting last year. Andre said at the October 20, 
1982,meeting that he saw nothing wrong with trucking companies 
conspiring to set monopoly prices. He also said there was no 
reason for the ICC to stop a convicted felon from operating a 
trucking firm from prison. "This might be a perfectly legitimate 
thing," he said. "I think murderers in jail, there is no reason 
why -- if the general cultural laws of this country permit them to 
run trucking companies they are in jail because they are a 
physical danger to other people, but that does not mean their mind 
is utterly corrupt as far as running a surface transportation 
business is concerned." 

' , 
"Think of all the businessmen ... who still run their 

companies from jail," he said. " ... Why should we have a higher 
standard, of all things, in surface transportation?" 

He also said that bribes in the 
just "discounts" or · "rebates." "Bribes 
probably one of the clearest instances 
work," said Andre, a former trucker. 

trucking business were 
among principals are 
of the free market at 

Andre's fellow commissioners disagreed with him, saying 
his views did not represent "the commission's philosophy." 
Commissioner J.J. Simmons responded to the bribe comment by 
saying, "that is just like saying that murder eliminates hunger, 
you know." (WP, 12-18-82) 



3. DONALD BOGARD 

The current head of the Legal Services Corporation, 
Bogard succeeded William Harvey, whose expense account while at 
LSC drew much criticism. It did not take long, however, for 
Bogard to become controversial in his own right. His $57,000 
contract also includes paid membership in a private club for 
Bogard and a year's severance pay if he is dismissed. 

In July 1983, Bogard moved to impound documents relating 
to all activities of the board since 1980. Thls has come while the 
General Accounting Office is conducting a further investigation into 
Legal Services over its questionable use of appropriations. (WP, 11-
11-82, 7-20-83 ; NYT, 12-17-82 ) -

4. JOSEPH CANZERI 

Canzeri was executive assistant to Michael Deaver in the 
White House. He was accused of billing both the government and 
the Republican National Committee for the same expenses. After 
discovering the "mistake," Canzeri repaid the RNC $800. In 
addition, it was disclosed that Canzeri had borrowed $400,000 from 
Laurance Rockefeller on favorable terms for the purchase of his 
Washington home. After this became public, Canzeri resigned from 
his White House position. (NYT, 2-10-82, 2-11-82) 

5. WILLIAM CASEY 

Casey, CIA director, ran Reagan's 1980 campaign. He has 
had a long career as a businessman and lawyer that involved 
numerous · lawsuits and confirmation fights when he was appointed to 
positions in the Nixon, Ford and Reagan Administrations. As Post 
reporter Robert Kaiser said in a January 2, 1983, article, "A 
thorough review of Casey's past would fill the Outlook section." 

Among the most recent serious charges against him is that 
he has used his position to enhance his personal wealth through 
the stock market. Casey is a multimillionaire and records show 
that he traded stock valued at 3 million dollars in 1982, mostly 
in oil and computer stocks. As CIA chief, he has had access to 
sensitive economic secrets that have enhanced his stock trading. 

· For instance, he sold $600,000 in oil stocks in 1981, a year in 
which oil prices dropped sharply due to the world glut. 

As a result of this conflict, the CIA established a 
"screening arrangement" on May 28, 1982, to keep tabs on Casey's 
stock deals and prevent him from taking official steps that would 
enhance his holdings. Still, Casey was free to buy and sell as he 
pleased, until he bowed to widespread pressure for him to place 
his holdings in a blind trust. Until July 1983, he had been the 
only senior Reagan Administration official who refused to do so. 



In addition, before becoming CIA director, Casey was 
accused of lobbying Treasury officials on behalf of the Indonesian 
government without registering as a foreign agent, as required by 
law. According to a federal judge, Casey knowingly misled 
investors in Multiponics, Inc., while serving as a board member 
and secretary of the firm by issuing a false circular. In 1959, 
Casey was sued for plagiarism and ordered to pay $40,425, 
including $12,850 in punitive damages, to the author of the 
manuscript in question. Casey later settled for $20,500 in 
exchange for having the verdict expunged from the record and the 
trial transcript sealed. In 1971, Casey told the Senate Banking 
Committee that the settlement came after the judge said the 
verdict was not supported by the evidence and that he intended to 
se~ it aside. However, when asked about Casey's claim, the trial 
judge denied making such a statement and said he felt the verdict 
was "amply" supported by the evidence. (WP, 7-15-81, 1-7-82, 1-8-
83, 1-2-83, 7-19-83, 7-20-83; USN&WP, 7-11-83) 

6. MICHAEL DEAVER 

Deaver, deputy White House chief of staff, drew criticism 
when he signed a book contract that some said 

violated the spirit of the Ethics in Government Act by deferring 
royalities. Deaver signed to write a diet book. The concern is 
that sale of the book will be promoted by his highly-visible role 
as one of the President's top aides. Deaver, along with other 
Reagan Administration officials, has complained publicly about the 
difficulty o~ making ends meet on a $60,000 income. (WP, 4-27~83; 
NYT, 1-13-83, 1-3-f:.83, 3-27-83f 

7. RAYMOND DONOVAN 

Donovan, the secretary of labor, refused to resign after 
a series of allegations were raised regarding his past conduct as 
head of a New Jersey construction firm. He is still on the job. 

The primary charge against him was that he maintained 
close personal and business relationships with organized crime 
figures. None of the charges was ever proven and he was not 
indicted by the grand jury that investigated the matter. But he 
does not exactly have a clean bill of health, either. In fact, 
the special prosecutor who was appointed under the Ethics in 
Government Act to look into the charges, Leon Silverman, said that 
while there was insufficient evidence to warrant prosecution of 
Donovan, he was not "exonerated" completely. Moreover, Silverman 
declined to give Donovan a "clean bill of health" in his final 
report issued on September 13, 1982. 

Donovan was 
figure who was to be 
The victim was going to 
Donovan. (~P, 1-23-81, 

further clouded when an organized crime 
questioned by the grand jury was murdered. 
testify that he had an association with 
1-28-81, 5-16-82, 6-29-82, 8-2-82, 8-31-



8. EPA 

Without any doubt, the controversies at the Environmental 
Protection Agency, which came to light in 1982 and continued to 
dominat~ the news throughout the spring of 1983, represent the 
most significant of the Reagan Administration scandals. Five 
congressional committees, the Justice Department. and a federal 
grand jury are conducting EPA investigations. The controversies 
have involved many different issues, including nonenforcement of 
regulations, compilation of "hit" lists, shredding of subpoenaed 
documents, manipulation of Superfund grants for political reasons 
and improper contacts with industry officials involved in EPA 
investigations. 

Several top EPA officials were either fired or forced to 
resign as a result of the controversies. Most notable among these 
were administrator Anne Gorsuch Burford and Superfund chief Rita 
Lavelle. Both were cited for contempt of Congress. Lavelle, in 
fact, was indicted by a federal grand jury; however, she was 
acquitted July 22, 1983. Still, allegations of per j ury involving 
Lavelle and other high-ranking EPA officials are being 
investigated by a grand jury and the Justice Department. 

A complete chronology of the EPA scandal prepared by the 
Congressional Research Service is attached. 

9. JOHN FEDDERS 

Fedders, the enforcement chief 
Exchange Commission, is being investigated 
to determine how much he knew about 
involving the Southland Corporation, 
represented before joining the SEC. 

for the Securities and 
by a federal grand jury 
allegations of bribery 

a firm that Fedders 

Southland, one of its officials and a former New York 
City Councilman were indicted in May 1983 for involvement in a 
bribery and cover-up conspiracy. Fedders was brought in by 
Southland in 1977 and 1978 to undertake an internal investigation 
of possible bribery within the company. Fedders concluded in a 
report at the time that there was insufficient evidence to support 
such allegations against any officials of the company. This 
reporf-- was shown to outside auditors and to underwriters who were 
about to offer $75 million in Southland securities. Disclosure of 
a bribery conspiracy could have disrupted the security offering. 
Fedders said that he was unawa~e the report had been shown to 
outsiders. The grand jury, however, is looking into how much 
Fegders and others knew when they prepared the report. Fedders 
has said that he did nothing "wrong or improper," but that some 
company officials may have lied to him. 



Fedders testified before the Senate Banking subcommittee 
on securities on June 28, 1983. He told committee members that he 
urged Southland to destroy all earlier drafts of the internal 
report he had prepared. An earlier federal court opinion had 
indicated that references to the bribery matter were deleted from 
a draft of the report. But Fedders said he did not recall any 
such reference. 

Fedders also was asked about reports that he told his SEC 
staff to stop enforcing certain corporate bribery cases. He said 
he became involved in one case involving Ashland Oil Corporation 
which was represented by his former law firm. But he said h~ 
reversed his earlier decision and told his staff to pursue the 
case. (WP, 6-29-83; WSJ, 6-1-83) 

10. GUY FISKE 

Fiske resigned in May 1983 as 
commerce after it was disclosed that he 
Comsat Corporation about a possible job 
company. These talks occurred before 
participation in Commerce's decision to 
government weather · satellites to Comsat. 
is investigating these conflict-of-interest 
5-26-83; WSJ, 6-24-83; USN&WP, 7-11-83) 

11. WILLIAM HARVEY 

deputy secretary of 
held discussions with 
for Fiske with the 
and during Fiske's 

support the sale of 
The Justice Department 
charges. (WP, 4-4-83, 

Harvey, the former chairman of the Legal Services 
Corporation, collected $25,028 in consulting fees from the 
government during the first 11 months of 1982. His term expired 
when Congress adjourned at the end of 1982. 

Some of these fees were for questionable travel expenses. 
For instance, Harvey often drove to Washington from his 
Indianapolis home, charging the government $221-a-day for the time 
it took him to make the trip. Sometimes, he billed a one-way trip 
as two full days of consulting -- $442. In addition, he billed 
the government $194.22 for postal expenses in connection with a 
two-day board meeting in October 1982. Last May, he billed 
$147.05 in taxi fares for a five-night stay in Washington. That 
would require about 70 trips within the first taxi zone, assuming 
he gave 20 percent tips. 

The payment of consulting fees to Harvey and other board 
members, including William Olson, who collected $19,000, has 
raised questions involving the activities of Legal Services since 
the Administration took office. A House subcommittee examined the 
payments and at least one congressman demanded that federal 
prosecutors try to recovery the funds. Controversy continues to 
plague Legal Services to this day. (WP, 12-18-82, 1-2-83) 



12. DONALD HOVDE 

Hovde, undersecretary of HUD, used a government car to 
commute to and from his Virginia home, and for several other 
improper reasons -- a clear violation of regulations. He called 
his acti.ons "just an honest error" and repaid the government 
$3,100, but only after "extensive negotiations" between Hovde·, his 
attorney and HUD's inspector general. The IG has reported that 
many other top officials of the agency had been doing the same 
thing since 1981 at an estimated cost of $111 ,000. (WP, 11-11-82, 
5-20,;..83) 

1 3 . MAX HUGEL 

Hugel, former CIA director fer clandestine operations, 
resigned after serving only a few months in 1981 after it was 
disclosed that he allegedly participated in illegal stock 
dealings. 

Hugel's appointment was criticized widely because of his 
total lack of experience in intelligence gathering. The reason he 
got the job was that he was close to CIA Director Casey and he 
served as a Reagan campaign aide in 1980. The Washington Post 
reported that he may have made threats to one of two brothers 
involved in a business deal with him in the mid-1970s. 

Casey said his decision to give Hugel the CIA job· was "a 
mistake" for which he took "full responsibility." (WP, 7-15-81, 
1-2-83; NYT, 7-14-83; U~N&WP, 7-11-83) 

14. DENNIS LEBLANC 

LeBlanc, a former California highway patrolman who served 
on Governor Reagan's security detail, earns $58,500-a-year as 
associate administrator for policy analysis and development at the 
Commerce Department's National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration. But LeBlanc spends most of his time on the 
President's ranch chopping wood and performing other chores. 
Technically, he is on "detail" to the White House. 

He said he feels "perfectly at ease" with the situation. 
"I do call in (to Copunerce) and find out how things are going." 
He also said that "Chopping wood may seem like a vacation to some 
peqple. But the amount of time I spend during a year is 
considerable" (WP, 1-2-83; U.S. News, 7-11-83). 



15. JOHN LEHMAN 

Lehman, secretary of the navy, has faced questions 
involving the divestiture of his consulting firm, the Abington 
Corporation. Allegations that incorrect statements were made on 
Lehman's financial disclosure statement about the divestiture 
prompted the Office of Government Ethics to conduct an inquiry 
into the divestiture. Moreover, there was concern that a possible 
~buy back" clause in the sales agreement may have constituted a 
violation of the "revolving door" prohibitions in the Ethics in 
Government Act. (WP, 12-28-82) 

16. JAMES MALONE 

Malone, assistant secretary of state for the bureau of 
oceans and international, environmental and scientific affairs, 
was accused of conflicts of interest during his confirmation 
hearings in 1981. Malone had had associations with three foreign 
power companies and questions were raised by Senator John Glenn 
and others over \~alone's responsibilities at State could affec_t 
dealings the compa_~es have with the government. (WP, 3-17-81; 
NYT , 3-1 7-~1 ) i.v f..'-l"t. 

~ 

17. ROBERT NIMMO 

Nimmo resigned on October 5, 1982, as head of the 
Veterans' Administration one day before a GAO report was issued 
that criticized his misuse of government-funded transportation. 

Nimmo, a former California state legislator, leased a big 
Buick as his official car, although rules said he should get a 
compact. He also used the VA's chauffeur to take him to and from 
work in violation of government regulations. When this was 
discovered, Nimmo repaid $6,641 to the government. He also 
misused government aircraft. 

Nimmo's predecessor at the VA was a triple amputee who 
drove himself to work. 

It was further disclosed that 
redecorating his VA office, sending his 
Commerce Department for his daughter's (Mary 
5-82, 1-2-83; USN&WP, 7-11-83) 

he spent $54,183 
old furniture to the 

Nimmo) use. (WP, 1 0-



18. RICHARD PERLE 

Perle, an assistant secretary of defense, has faced 
questions regarding his recommendation that the Army purchase 
weapons from an Israeli company that previously employed him as a 
consultant. These allegations were made in April 1983. ' 

------·- --·· 

Perle acknowledged that he wrote the Secretary of the 
Army in 1982 urging him to consider the "evaluation of" the 
Israeli firm's weapons. He also acknowledged receiving a $50,000 
consulting fee in March 1981, the same month he j oine<l the 
Administration. But he said this was not improper, because the 
money, he said, was for services he performed before taking his 
Defense Department job. Still, critics charge his recommendation 
to the Secretary of the Army may have been influenced by his prior 
relationship with the firm. 

In addition, the TRW company says that Perle signed a 
one-year contract with the firm on April 1, 1981, eight days after 
Perle officially joined the DOD. The company said the contract 
was terminated on June 30, 1981, and on June 25 it paid Perle a 
fee of $5,000. Perle said TRW's files were wrong, that the $5,000 
was for work performed before he joined the Administration. · 

Perle failed to list his 1981 consulting fees on his 1982 
financial disclosure statement. As a result, the Office of 
Government Ethics still has not approved his 1981 and 1982 
statements. 

A DOD rule requires officials "to avoid any action which 
might be reasonably expected to create · the appearance of using 
public office for private gain or giving preferential 
treatment."(NYT, 4-17-83) 

19. THOMAS REED 

Reed, a long-time associate of the President, is a $210-
a-day consultant to the Defense Science Board, but until earlier 
this year and since early in 1982 he was detailed to the White 
House National Security Council. As such, he held the title of 
special assistant to the President, serving most recently as vice 
chairman of the MX Commission. But he was forced to step down in 
April 1983 after it was disclosed that he used insider's 
information for a stock market transaction. 

According to the SEC, Reed bought $3,125 in stock options 
in the Amax Corporation in 1981, a natural resources firm, whose 
board of directors includes Reed's father, Gordon Reed. Reed 
apparently bought the options after his father told him that 
Standard Oil of California was readying a takeover bid that would 
greatly increase the value of the stock. In March 1981, the 
$3,125 turned into a profit of $427,000. 

Earlier this year, a U.S. attorney in New York announced 
he was investigating the matter to see if Reed violated criminal 
-L-..L.A--'--- T _ - .:!l!t• L ,_. _ _ _ 



looking into the circumstances surrounding Reed's receipt of high
level security clearances after the SEC brought a civil co~plaint 
against him in 1981 for the Amax de~l. The SE? complai~t ~as 
settled out of court in December 1981, with Reed neither admitting 
nor denY,ing guilt. However, he pledged n~t to ~se 
insider's\nformation again. He also put the $427,000 in a special 
fund to reimburse other investors. 

The White House said in March that 
that Reed would be called upon again to 
Security Council staff, although he will 
the Defense Science Board until 1985. (BS, 

it was "very unlikely" 
serve on the National 

retain his position on 
WP 3-16-83) , . 

~O. HUGH REILLY 

Reilly, solicitor 
represented clients in a 
serving as acting director 
oversees union activities. 

21. EMANUEL SAVAS 

of the National Labor Relations Board, 
lawsuit against a labor union while 
of the Labor Department office that 

(USN&WP, 7-11-83) 

Savas, assistant secretary of HUD, resigned July 7, 1983, 
shortly after HUD Secretary Samuel Pierce said he would fire him 
for "abuse of office." Savas had been on paid leave from HUD 
since January because of allegations that he had HUD employee.s 
type and proofread his privately published. book, "Privatizing the 
Public Sector -- How to Shrink Government." 

Savas was also criticized for traveling extravagantly and 
for awarding a HUD contract to a firm from which he previously 
received consulting fees. While at HUD, Savas took 20 government
paid trips to New York during a 10-month period, during which he 
spent each weekend at his New Jersey home. Moreover, a panel 
headed by Savas awarded a $495,000 contract to a New York firm run 
by a former colleague of Savas that paid him $33,000 in fees 
before he joined the government. 

The Justice Department and a grand jury investigated 
these and other charges against Savas, but declined to prosecute. 
But a Justice spokesman said -the decision not to prosecute was 
"not because of any doubt that Savas abused his office and misused 
government resources by instructing his staff to help him in a 
private venture." The spokesman said HUD should consider action 
"to punish this conduct, to recover from Savas whatever unjust 
enrichment he received from the improper use of government 
supplies and personnel and to deter others from engaging in 
similar activities ... " 

In his letter of resignation, Savas denied all the 
charges against him, calling them "frivolous." He said the 
Justice decision not to prosecute meant that he had been 
"exonerated." But Pierce disagreed strongly. He said in a 
statement, "I had given Dr. Savas the opportunity to resign rather 
than be fired by 5 p.m. today. Instead, he took the opportunity 
to write this kind of foolish letter ... The allegations about him 
were not 'frivolous.' The conclusion of the Justice Department is 
there was evidence of abuse of office." Pierce also said he would 
seek compensation from Savas. (WP, 1-8-83, 7-8-83, 7-9-83, 7-18-
~o;r.:'\ 



22. WILLIAM FRENCH SMITH 

The attorney general invested $16,500 in an oil and gas 
tax shelter from which he could claim $66,000 in tax writeoffs. 
He made the investment just eight hours before the end of the 1980 
tax year on December 31. In other words, Smith would be able to 
claim $4 in writeoffs for every $1 he had invested. This was 
twice as much as the IRS regarded as permissible, as Smith's 
attorneys knew. 

Thirteen days later, on January 13, 1981, Smith received 
a severance payment of $50,000 from the Earle M. Jorgenson 
Company, on whose board Smith had served. But this was more than 
Smith had ever been paid during his six years on the board and it 
was the first time a severance payment had ever been made to a 
board member. More importantly, incoming government officials are 
not allowed to accept severance payments of this type. 

When these transactions were revealed, they caused an 
uproar and Smith said he would limit the tax deduction to the 
amount he actually invested and he said he would return the 
severance payment. He said he intends to apply the "strictest of 
standards" to his conduct as attorney general (WP, 1-2-83). · 

23. NANCY HARVEY STEORTS 

Steorts, chairman of the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, ordered $10,000 in office renovations soon after 
takirrg--office. Some of the money was spent for a new office 
entrywAy so she would have a private reception area instead of 
shar-fng one with the other commission members. 

Moreover, she ordered a mailroom clerk who also served as 
her chauffeur to wear a uniform and hat whenever he drove her for 
either official or personal business. But agency lawyers told her 
she could not issue such an order, so she modified it by telling 
the driver to wear a suit. But the clerk, a GS 4 employee earning 
less than $14,000-a-year, said he could not afford a suit. In the 
end, two agency officials chipped in to buy the man a suit. 
Steorts used the car to drive to lunch at the Mayflower Hotel, two 
blocks from her office, and also to take her college-age daughter 
to see friends. 

In addition, in October 1981, the staff director of CPSC, 
Richard Gross, resigned suddenly, citing Steorts' unwillingness to 
trust the agency's staff, her inadequate attention to issues, her 
failure to seek and follow legal guidance and her reluctance to 
consult her four fellow commissioners. Several high-ranking 
commission officials said they agreed with Grass's complaints "100 
percent." (WP, 1 0-8-81 , 1 0-1 5-81 , 1 0-23-81 , 1-2-83; USN&WP, 7-11-
83) 



, I 
I 

24. JAMES WATT 

The Secretary of the Interior drew fire for holding 
parties at taxpayers' expense at the Custis-Lee Mansion in 
Virginia. The General Accounting Office ruled that Watt should 
repay the government for expenses resulting from the parties; Watt 
protested; and the Republican National Committee finally picked up 
the tab of $6,517.30 for them. (WP, 2-9-82, 3-23-82, 3-28-82, 8-
4-82, 1-2-83) 

25. CHARLES WICK 

Wick, director of the U.S. Information Agency, has given 
at least eight choice jobs to friends and relatives of high
ranking Administration officials. They are: Monica Clark, 
assistant public affairs officer at the U.S. Embassy in Bonn 
(daughter of National Security Adviser William Clark); Anne 
Collins, cultural affairs officer at the London embassy (friend of 
the Clarks); Barbara Haig, staff assistant in USIA counselor's 
office, GS 11, $25,000-a-year (daughter of former S~cretary of 
State Alexander Haig); Caspar Weinberger Jr., USIA television 
section, GS 15, $50,000-a-year (son of Secretary of Defense 
Weinberger); Steve Gergen, college intern with Voice of America 
(nephew of White House Communications Director David Gergen); 
Catherine Smyth, cultural affairs officer at the Ottawa embassy 
(friend of Vice President Bush and White House Chief of Staff 
James Baker); David Wattenberg, deputy spokesman at the Paris 
embassy (son of Reagan appointee to Board of International 
Broadcasting); and Laurette Conkling, clerical aide at VOA 
(daughter of former VOA director). Weinberger junior resigned as 
a result of the controversy. 

Wick also caused controversy when it was learned that 
h~ad used government funds to pay for a security system for his 
home in Washington. He said he reimbursed the government for 
$22,053 of the $32,000 he spent on the system after White House 
counsel Fred Fielding said the expenditures "raise very serious 
questions of propriety and appearance." Moreover, Wick's liberal 
use of government travel and related expense accounts has drawn 
criticism. As the Post reported in July 1983, "In the last two 
years, Wick has spent 177 days abroad in such places as London 
(three times), Paris (five times), Geneva (three times), Rome, 
Amsterdam, Bonn, Mexico City, Rio de Janeiro, Peking, Tokyo, 
Vienna, Bangkok, Budapest, Jakarta, Johannesburg and Casablanca." 
(WP, 4-17-83, 7-9-83, 7-13-83; PI, 7-8-83; USN&WP, 7-11-83) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

WASHINGTON 

March 21, 1984 

JAMES BAKER .......-
MICHAEL DEAVER 
RICHARD DARMAN 
JOHN HERRINGTON 

Larry Speakes y · 
The attached story by Helen Thomas on 
Administration appointees who have quit 
or been fired is the beginning of a series 
of stories on this subject. 
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v HELEN THO ·"'AS = 
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WASHINGTON (UPI ) Pre ~s~id~en---:-:t ~R~ea~Pa~-n~h:--a ~s=n~. -o~t ---=-f ~a -r~e~j~t ~o~o~w~e~l ~l--~~ 
n 1~ ; er of h is top-level . a 2ointees, manv who tiave ~31 to 1uit 
· i~e ~nd it mav become an issu~ in the election ca"Jpai~n.( 

S o ~e 40 h i gh-r an~ i n~ governmen t Of f i ci als ha ve he en fo r ced t o l Pave 
oPf i ce unde r A clo ud of a ll e~a t ions of unethi ca l behavior . ( 

, 't deputy press secret a ry La rry Speakes- savs R eaga~ i s sa t isfied,........ 
,-.., wi-th the scr eea i n~ p rocess un1er which "Jen a i women namei to t 0 m j or 

- · er~ment nests are scrutinized.< 
Like pol i t ici ans who run f or office , the finan ces of a gov ern~ent 

,....... of ~icial , his private l i fe , and pas t iealin~s a r e subject t o in~uir v. < 
]>.,en so, working i n Wa s hi ngton , · s ome t imes at t he White House , is 

l i lre -r-i.gnet. and has an al l ure, ·al t hough the pitfal l s are many . ( 
.--.. ~erhaps that explains why so many ~ i x o n aiministration officials, -

whn h~d witnessed at cl ose hand the t rauTia of the 1atergate scanial, · 
!'eturned to " ashinpton to work for the federal gov er n'TJen t s soon as the 

. ....-... ~e ~" n ~ d.,,inistra t ion c ame to power . <: 
They knew the sufferi~g of tha t era aad still they came back . Not 

to ·rention the lessons that one must be like Caesar ' s wife, -or as thev 
,,-.... ·i-=.ed to s , y in the Eisenhower era , '' clean as a hound ' s tooth. " ( 

'P11:lic service has a pri ce . Your lifE' must be an o-pen bo ok • 
. p 2ctices that may be acceptable in business or the outsiie worli io not 

- f•t i~to the ethical world of a govern'Tlent servant . Sen . Jary qart , · 
n-ro10 ~ contender for the Democratic presidential nom i nation, has 
ch'1 ,... , ei the .::i dministration 1dth " corruptio::1 " as a resul t of th? 

1 . qi 1 t.s tion ::i ble nr ·'l Ctice s that has forced. the departure of c;eirer.:>l 
cf ~icials < 

~-----.-.-".:--"'"-. . -~ :x:::::r,~ nt Spe kes' defense for tne adminiStration is th.at th:e number.~-'l....I'. 
I' not '' inordin r te. '' <. 

'l f' de c 1 in e d t 0 s a Y. i n c 0 rnpa r -i son.- w i th w ha t-; . but ch a 11 Q n g e 1..,., 
~~,, 

. port ers to run a check. I would quarrel that the cases a s a- whole 
s c: rious, " e adied.<'. ""' · ·"' 

~n re is no known quantitative or qualitati~e analysis on how ~uch 
is ~ no-1 ~h in terms of impropriE'ties by ?overnment officials. But clearlv 

·T' o e is too nuch and that is often whv they are f orced to leave . < 
h tever the re a son , the president stays on tae siieliness, ·excPpt 

on oc c sion when he rises to the defense of a clos"" friend, ·such as 
, ....... 'D ~ ,...ector Ch .., rles THck of the U. S . Information A~encV', ·who acknowle .!?Pi 

s ~ c retly taping telephone conversations, or for Ei#in Meese , the 
- att.,. rnev g~-Tleral-nomine.e, whose financPs re bein~ investigatei by the 
~ Lus tice Deuart~ent . < 

The uresident has stated nublicly that so~e officials Nho had to 
qui t under a blaze of ne ative publicity hai ~otten a '' bu~ rap ."< 

Th re re 2lso accusations of '' p~rtisan politics ." From that 
spPct th e issue of tne number of controversi~l appointees who havP ha 

·· to f or s ke thPir governMent -positions u~doubteily ~ill he aired in tae 
'c~-n~i n / -

~h E i e~ocr tic c ampai ~n committee is r~portedly nreparinp ?is on 
the s11·,. Ject an listing the numb~r of Reaa:a"l officials ··rio h~ve ~ ot 

~ i~to hot water < 
A conmittee spoke sman says every administration has hai '' a few 

e'" ar l"assnents, , -, obviously sori 0 riore than others . ·Ani in the 
~ f i rthconing nolitical battlPs , he expects the Democrats will be able to 

mave some hay with the numbers.( 
In 11o~t eases. -th-e pre-sid-ent has been a bi tter-enier, remai:ni-n!S 

· lnyal to his aides even when the going gets roug~ . ~e ioes not buckle 
P sy nd p ~ rticularly goes to the mat for t1ose who m~de the long march 
w_th hi~ frori C,lifornia./ 

t the sariP time. rye~~an ke e~s enou~n distance to cut himsPlf ~~ep 
if situ tion h~s the possibility of tA\nting the Ahite lousp . ( 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 19, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: · Larry 

ED HICKEY 

Speak~ 

Attached is a letter from ABC pointing out problems they 
experienced in getting information on THursday night's 
shooting incident at the White House. 

This is indicative of many similar complaints I have had from 
other news organizations both Thursday night and through the 
day on Friday. 

cc: James Baker IJtt"""' 
Michael Deaver 



--

ABC News 1717 DeSales Street . NW Washington. D.C. 20036 Telephone 202 887-7205 

John Ayres Armstrong 
Assistant Bureau Chief 

My dear Mr. Speakes : 

In Mr. Fouhy's absence, please convey to the Secret Service 
the strongest protest and complaint from ABC News about the 
Service's poor response last night to legitimate questions 
about the shooting incident near the White House. 

ABC News and other news organizations learned of the shooting 
shortly after 7 : 30 p.m. , and began dispatching crews and 
correspondents to the scene and making telephone inquiries. 

Secret Service personnel and spokespersons were , to say the 
least, unresponsive; virtually all the information obtained 
immediately following the shooting came from Park Police and 
DCPD officers and hospital workers. (Your statement about 
the President, shortly after 8 p.m., was very helpful , but 
I don't think you had full details of the incident at that 
time, either.) 

It wasn't until after 10 o'cl ock that Mary Ann Gordon of the 
Secret Service put out a terse statement, containing no more 
information than everyone already knew. And, in response to 
direct questions, Ms. Gordon refused to release the name of 
t he officer who fired his weapon , would not disclose whether 
the shotgun had been loaded , and would not explain exactly 
why the suspect was confront ed in the first place. 

I know t hat you do not super vise t he Public Information section 
of the Service; however, I believe some suggestions from you on 
proper dealings with the press would be worthwhile. 

Very truly yours , 

tt{,, ,{µ .U/vn-i~'ke / / ' J 
March 16 , 1984 


