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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

~bruary 5, 1981 

NOTE FOR ELIZABETH DOLE 

FROM: FRANK HODSOLL 

Attached is a request from the 
Thomas Alva Edison Foundation for 
a Presidential Proclamation. 

The ball should really be in your court 
and I have notified Mr. Cook that he 
should be in touch with you. 

ATTACHMENT 
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December 23, 1980 

Dear Mr . Cook: 

Thank you for your l etter n ot ifyin g Jim Baker 
about the Edison Science and Engineerin g Youth 
Day Program. 

Mr. Baker has asked me to be sure this request 
is considered immediately after J anua ry 20th, 
when the Reagan Administration officially begins. 

~ , 
We will notify you as soon as possible thereafter . 

Sincerely, 

Mr. James G. Cook, President 
Thomas Alva Edison Foundation 
143 Cambridge ~f fice Plaza 
18280 West Ten Mile Road 
Southfield, Michigan 48075 
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'l"HO~fA'S AL'VA E 

Mr. James Baker III 
Chief of Staff 
Off ice of the President - Elect 
Room 440 
Washington, OC 20270 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

ON FOl__TNl).t'\..'I''l()N 

er 15, 1980 i~~f\ j 0 . · ~r:. e.. o 1Q8() 

As President of the Thorm.s Alva Edison Foundation, I am request­
ing your assistance in gaining President Reagan's supJX)rt for 
the International Edison Birthday Celebration - lEd;t~n-~ierl°ce4 
~<rEil · eerin ¥ootn Da~ ~~ 

President Reagan's statement will be reprinted in several languages 
and read to audiences participating in Edison Science and Engineer­
ing Youth Day programs throughout the world . His words \\Quld be 
sincerely appreciated by the people of the many nations taking 
part. 

'Ihe International Edison Birthday Celebration, highlight event 
for Edison Science and Engineering Youth Day, will be held this 
year in Cairo, Egypt, February 9-13, under the SJX)nsorship of 
the GovernnBnt of Egypt, Egyptian canpanies, firms doing business 
in that nation, and the Thorm.s Alva Edison Foundation. 
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'Ihe Birthday Celebration, which brings together students and 
teachers from many nations to hear lectures by outstanding 
scientists and engineers , and to visit industrial plants in 
the host nation, fosters understanding and cooperation arrDng 
the peoples of the world. 

'Ihe Birthday Celebration also calls attention to the nearly 
200 Edison Science and Engineering Youth Day programs in 
existence throughout the United States, as well as those 
taking place in nurrerous other nations. 'The Youth Day pro­
grams, which feature visits by science students and their 
teachers to research and developnent laboratories and indus­
trial plants in their local carrnunities, stimulates a closer 
V10rking relationship between the schools and industry for 
the benefit of the cormrunity and, ultimately, the nation. 

We sincerely hope you agree that our 1981 program is ~Qrthy 
of President Reagan's endorsement. 

With your kind indulgence, I am enclosing copies of the rrost 
recent statements -- by President Carter -- simply as examples 
of what has been said in the past . Also enclosed is our 
Planning Guide for Edison Science and Engineering Youth Day. 
I am hopeful your staff will find this material useful in 
helping President Reagan write his own personalized message . 

Should you deem it appropriate to honor t~is request, I will 
personally read his message at the Birthday Celebration in 
Cairo, Egypt . President Reagan's statement also will be con­
veyed through a letter to the participants in other programs 
being held simultaneously throughout the V10rld. 

With my sincere appreciation and all best wishes. 

JGC:nrnc 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

s G Cook 
President 
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