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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

From: 

Subject: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 16, 1981 

Helene Von Damm 

Anne Higgin~ 

Mail Sample Regarding Nomination of 
Sandra D. O'Connor 

Attached find a sample reflecting the tenor of the mail 

addressing the issues surrounding the nomination of Sandra D. O'Connor 

to serve as an Associate · Justice of the United States Supreme Court. 

For the period July 3, 1981 through July 15, 1981, the volume of 

mail in this issue received in the Mail Analysis Unit included: 

Message Supporting the Nomination 

Message Opposed to the Nomination 

Associated, but Miscellaneous 
Comments 

TOTAL 

2907 

3547 

43 

6497 



"' MEMORANDUM 

TO: HELENE VON DAMM 

FROM: ANNE V. HIGGINS 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 16, 1981 

SUBJECT: Mail Sample Regarding Nomination of Sandra D. O'Connor 

Attached find a sample reflecting the tenor of the mail addressing the 
issues surrounding the nomination of Sandra D. O'Connor to serve as an 
Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court. For the period 
July 3, 1981 through July 15, 1981, the volume of mail on this issue 
received in the Mail Analysis Unit included: 

Message Supporting the Nomination -
Messages Opposed to the Nomination
Associated, but Miscellaneous 

Comments 

2907 
3547 

43 

Total - 6497 
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~op~a~~ 
Crisis 

Committee 
Draper 

Fund 

Suite 550. 1120 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Telephone: (202) 659-1833 
Cable: CRISIS WASHINGTON 

Telex: 440450 

Founder 

Will iam H. Draper, Jr_ 
1894-1974 

Officers 
Honorary Chairmen 

J . George Harrar 
James W. Riddleberger 

Joseph D. Tydings 

National Co-Chairmen 
Robin Chandler Duke 

Robert 8 . Wallace 

President 
Fred 0 . Pinkham 

Secretary 
Phyllis T. Piotrow 

Treasurer 
Tom Lilley 

Senior Consultant 
Lawrence R. Kegan 

Directors 

Norman E. Borlaug 
Harold W. Bostrom 

Ellsworth Bunker 
Cass Canfield 

Marilyn Brant Chandler 
Philander P. Claxton, Jr. 

John Conyers, Jr. 
William H. Draper Ill 
Ang ier Biddle Duke 

William D. Eberle 
Henry H. Fowler 
Marshall Green 
Philip Handler 
Louis Hellman 

Julia Henderson 
Mary Lasker 

Mrs. John L. Loeb 
Clare Booth Luce 

·Henrietta H. Marshall 
Edwin M. Martin 

G eorge C . Mc Ghee 
Mrs. Edward P. Morgan 

Robert R. Nathan 
Russell W. Peterson 

Nancy Roberts 
Frank A. Southard, Jr. 

Robert Taft, Jr. 
Maxwell D. Taylor 

Gordon G. Wallace 
Charles E. Wampler 

William C. Westmoreland 

New York Office: 
931 First Avenue 

New York, NY 10022 
Telephone: (212) 751-9511 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

July 8, 1981 

Congratulations .and thank you 

for selecting Mrs. O'Connor for the 

. Supreme Court. 

Sincerely yours, 

031360 

~~c--4[___ 
Fred 0. Pinkham 
President 



. ~ . ·-- .. . . 

Co-chairs: 

Anne Turpeau 
1909 19th St N.W. 
Wash., O.C. 20009 
202-638-1500 (0) 
202·667-8166 (H) 

Sarah Harder 
Schofield 225 
Univ. of Wisconsin 
Eau Claire, WI 54701 
715·836-5717 (0) 

. 715·834-5922 (H) 

Secretary: 

Allie Corbin Hixson, Ph.D. 
Rt. 4, Box 502 . 
Greensburg, KY 427 43 
502-932-7216 

Treasurer: 

Clara Allen 
301 Manhattan Ave. 
Union City, N.~. 07087 
609-292-8840 (0) 
201-867-4801 (H) 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

pru 0 1~ ;· 

THE NATIONAL WOMEN'S CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 

July 7 , 1981 

President Ronald Reagan 

Sarah Har der~~ 

Nomination of Judge Sandra O'Connor 
for Supreme Court 

I would like to acknowledge the significance of your 
nomination of Judge Sandra O'Connor to the Supreme Court 
of the Uriited States. This nomination is a.~ important 
fulfillment of your campaign commitment and recognizes 
the distinguished cont r i butions of women jur ists . 

I am particularly cogni zant of pressures against 
this nomination by ultra-conservative groups. And I 
congratulate you for your fair and even-handed assess
ment of Judge O'Connor's credentials. You may be sure 
that her nomination will receive strong support from 
women's organizations. 

Your historic action is another milestone toward 
achieving full participation by women in national life. 
We look forward to further evidence of commitment to 
that purpose by your Administration. 

SH/bh 

·•·.'lA'{~ -
' 
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The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

{) 

68 76 Lafayette 
Annandale, VA 
July 9, 1981 

Park Dr i ve 
22003 

Re: Nomination of 
Judge Sandra D. O'Connor 
t o The Supreme Court 

Your choice of Judge O'Connor as your Supreme Court nominee is an 
excellent one. Although I was not familiar with her judi cial reco r d, 
I have now read in newspaper articles about her decisions, and I think 
that she has an excellent record o f b ei ng unbiased when judging i ndi 
vidual cases. That should be the foremost consideration when recom
mending the selection of anyone in the judicial "field; unfortunately, 
many decisions have been made by those who put their personal beliefs 
or prejudices ahead of their educated objectivity. Judge O'Connor ' s 
record shows that she does not. 

I am a Democrat, pro-ERA, and pro- abortion. I feel quite strongly 
that I should be able to have an abortion if and when I should so choose. 
We proponents of ERA and/or abortion wish only to protect our rights, 
not deprive others of theirs, which is what those who oppose both issues 
want to do. The Supreme Court should insure the rights of all Americans, 
and I know that Judge O'Connor will issue opinions that reflect that worthy 
goal. 

I have been quite impressed by your performance as President. I 
admire your quick action on the economy and approve your selection of 
personnel; I have confidence in your wanting to get our country on the 
right track again . Should you cont i nue t his plan, you wi ll def ini t ely 
have my vote in 1984. 

Thank you for keeping your campai gn promise ( I s that a polit i cal 
first for the US?), and pull all strings to get the "marriage tax" revoked. 
(Phyllis Schlafl~should agree with THAT!) 

Respectfully, 

Dale Presson Smith 
(Mrs. Preston J. Smith, Jr.) 
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JOHN MOXON 
Office Oley, Pennsylvania 19547 Home 

Happy V n lley f arm 

P. 0. Box 275 

O}J State RoaJ 
R. D. No. 1, Box 338 

Tel. 215-987-3335 Tel. 215-987-6216 

July 8, 1981. 

My dear Mr. President, 

Hooray for you. You seem to realize that there 

are a lot of sensible, good Americans around the country who 

want to give you everything we have, but can't buy the stupid 

mouthings of the Jesse Helms, t he Moral Majority, t he Ri ght 

To Lifers and the other kooks of the extreme right 

As a life long Republican ever since voting 

for Landon (you too can probably remember him) I have been 

most dismayed at the vociferousness, vindictiveness and stu-

piditYff th£s loud minority of your supporters.. · 

Now I want to congratulate you on Mrs. O'Connor, 

even if you do waffle a little bit on what she may have said 

about abortion and so on. Hang in there and get her nomina

tion approved. I have written both my Senators, both the 

bright one and the follower of the most raucus pressure 

group. And, ii you have any reservations about where most 

of us stand on some of these issues , get Nancy or some 

Most since \ / } 

other researcher to set you straigh~t. 

President Rona.id eJf<-<-<- /11 L'7) ~ 
the White House 
Washington, D,C 

.,._ -

• 



President Reagan 

The Whit e Hous e 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington , D. C. 

Dear President Reagan : 

July 8, 1981 

I thought that I would never have ca us e to write you a congradulatory 
l etter on any of your political appo i ntments. Alas, I have 
been greatly surprized and quite delighted by your nomination 
of Judge Sandra Day O'Connor for Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court. 

Thank you for letting reason and sound judgement guide you in this 
vital decision, rather than pandering to extreme minority pressure 
groups. You may loose some of the support of the extremists, 
but you will gain the support and re sp ect of many more of us who 
have been frankly quite frightened by your moves in the area of 
human r igh t s and soc ial justice . 

Your nomination of Judge Day O'Connor shows that you are committed 
to employing the best that Americans have to offer--without perpetuating 
discrimination in the most powerful positions in the land. 

Again, I thank you, and I must reiterate that I did not imagine that 
I would have couse to send you a supportive letter during your tenure 
as President. 

A bit of demographics for your own records, I am 25 years old, profession ~
al, living in New York City, registered Democrat with strong committments 
to fiscal conservativism, social justice, women's rights(Pro ERA), and 
Pro-Choice. · 

Your move gives me faith that we are not taking giant steps backward 
in the social evolutionary process. 

Many thanks, you will be hearing fro m me again . 

SB/dm 

unny Bates 
42 West 69th 
Apt. 3B 
New York, N.Y. 10023 



President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 

Dear Mr. President: 

r 
July 7, 1981 

I want to take this opportunity to say how very pleased I am that 
you have nominated, not only a woman to the Supreme Court, but one 
that is decidedly sympathetic to women. 

Your choice is represent a tive of the ma jority of the American people, 
and I feel not only is it wise, but a compassionate thing to do. 
I did not vote for you , but i f t hi s keeps up, I will feel very ashamed 
that I didn't. 

Thank you for the courage you have shown as President already, and I 
wish you all th~ luck in the world tackling this crazy, thankless job. 

" j,/]2ly,. , 
71 {4Sandi Rb nos 

P.S. 

My birthday is tomorrow . With this action , you've made my day. Things 
are looking up! 
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LAW OFFICES 

WOLFE AND HARRIS, P.A. 

SIDNE Y B . W O LFE 

IRWIN HARRIS 

J . LA W RENCE DUNLAVEY 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Wa~hington, D. C. 20025 

Dear President Reagan: 

SUITE 2800 ARI ZONA BANK BUILDING 

IO 1 NORTH FIRST A VE NU E 

PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85003 

T ELEPHONE 602-258•690 4 

July 2, · 1981 

II have read in this morning's paper that Sandra O'Connor 
/is be i ng cons idered f or a seat on the Supre me Court o f 
ithe United States. 

I have known Sandra for many years. I have dealt with 
her as a Deputy Attorney General, a member of the 
Arizona Legislature and as a Majority Leader and have 
tried cases before her on the Superior Court Bench. I 
have read her opinions as a Judge of the Appellate Court. 

Aside from her outstanding Republican political creden
tials of which I as an activist in the Republican party 
have been aware ·of for many years, she is, of all of the 
personp r· have heard named for the position, an 
outstanding candidate. 

She is intelligent. She is extremely thorough in her legal 
and judicial pronouncements and above all, she has integrity 
and humility. She also has an excellent judicial temperrnent 
and demeanor . 

f therefore urge you to appoint her to this high position. 

With kindest personal regards and best wishes for your 
continued""-success, I am 

SBW:ez 
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I should ~ike to prais_e your ~hoice of Sandra O'Connor 

t. ~: ' • ' ; ·~ .~. for Justice of ~e-United States Supreme Court. 1:m certain 

. ,~•'- ! .,. ~- -~ 

she '11 be dedicated, 
;,.~/' '."_1,i,." . t\·:· ,.., 

'.:. 
conscientious, and hard working. 

·, .. ., : . 

made yet another in a long list of wise decisions. 
r·¾ i· · ·.'if-; 

.; 

', Thank you. 
i !- • 

.. 
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The President 
The White House · 
Washington, D. c: '. 20500 

•'·'-- •- ~ 
•11_; 

' . .:~ ·t. 

' ' Sincerely, 

You have 
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THE WHITE HOUSE: 
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PR ES IDE NT RONALD RE AG AN 

( WHITE HOUSE DC 

C 
WE ARE PLEASED BY DEOOMINATION OF SANDRA DAY O "CONOOR WE ARE 

CONCERNED THAT THE MORAL MAJORITY, ETC, WILL JEOPARDIZE HER CHANCES 

THIS MUST NOT HAPPEN WE PRAY THAT OTHERS, WHO DO OOT FIN> 

( THEMSELVES ALI NED WITH THESE NARROW INTEREST GROUP WILL ALSO VOICE 

THEIR SUPPORT FOR MRS O "CO NNOR AND FOR THE WORK! 00 OF DEM OCR ACY 

( MR AND MRS LEON JEH...EN AND PATRICIA JEHLEN 
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THE C ITY C OLLE G E 
OF 

THF. CITY UN IVERSITY OF N EW YORK 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10031 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY (212) 690-

J uly 8 , l 181 

The Pres i den t 
The \·Jhi t e Hous e 
1600 Pennsylvania -Ave . 
Washington , D.C. 20500 

Dear Hr. President; 

This l e tter is to e xpress strong dis approval of your nomination 
of Sandra O'Connor to t he r-Strpreme Court . 
-----

Firs t, it leaves your pr e vious suppor t e r s -- I include mys elf 
-- aghast tha t you would yield to the quota ment a lity tha t you 
yourself have so often de plored. 

\{hat is worse, Sandra O' Connor s upports abortion on demand and 
the ERA . Mr. President, the mandate you rece ived in November, 
198 0 was a repudiation of those ,1)os itions . Ha ve you: forgotten 
who voted for you? 

If you los e the support of your fudn amenta l const ituency -
those who are conserva tive on social i s sue s as we ll as on defens e 
a~d federa l spending -- your g r a~d plans f or r eformi ng government 
will dissolve .• Before you alienat e your allie s, pl eas e withdr aw 
your nomi nation. 

Yours truly, 

ri&~ ~ 
Profes s or of Philosophy 

P .S . :Sven you cannot s e riously maintain that Hr s . O' Connor is 
be tter qualified ~han, say, Robert Bork . 

· - - --·· •- .,.. ,. ,. _,, .,..,.~ ,.,.r,-., ........ v r- a.1nT.r\Vr'D 
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PRESIDENT REAGAN 
WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 20500 

I WORKED fCH YOUR ELECTICN HAVE SUPPORTED ELEVEN ORGANIZATIONS TO ,GE! 
YOUR TAX CWT PACKAGE PASSEC ANO NOW YOU SE~ECTED A WOMAN FOR SUPREM E 
COURT ~HO - ~ILL UNDO - ALL I 1VE WORKED FOR YEARS TO ChA~GE AND S!OP, 
ABORTION ERA BALANCEC BUCGET FREEDOM 

~01S L HAMMOND -
431 NORT~ MISSION RD 
WICHITA KS 0720& 

(_ 05:0'-I EST 
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}fr . Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
'tiashington, D. Co 

Dear ~r. President: 

July 9, 1981 

You can add my voice to the list of those opposing your 
nomination of Mrs. Sandra D. O'Connor to the vacancy in 
the Supreme Court of the United States. 

You have destroyed your credibility with me Mr. President. 
I feel betrayed because of your anti-abortion st ance prior 
to the election. Either you lied to us then or you are 
lying to yourself now. And please don't say it is neithero 
In my opinion there is no middle of the ground on this 
issue~ Either a fetus is dead or it is alive . Either it 
is killed or it develops. 

When were you being true to yourself Mr. President? 
Prior to the election or now? 

~}~~s~j • 
7 ~ ~-:;c-_,,x,,u~ 

D~. Fri~s · 
P.O. Box llll9 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45211 

-
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MARV JANE KIMBALL ,SECRETARY TENN 
sa1 DARTMOOR DR 
FA I Rf IELD ,GLADE TN -38555 
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PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
WHITE HOUSE 

( WASHINGTON DC 20500 

( 
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co ,._ 
' ~· 
~ 
N 

ONE REASON GIVEN US TO VOTE FOR YOU ~AS THAT WE WER E ASSURED YOU 
WOULD APPOINT PRO•LIFE PRO•FAMILY PEOPLE TO THE SUPREME COURT, THIS 
APPOINTMENT IS A SHOCK, PLEASE RECONSIDER IT, -

~ARY JANE KIMBALL SECRETARY TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS FOR LIFE 
;521 OARTf-!OOR DR 
FAIRFIELD GLADE TN 38555 

08153 EST 
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10004 POM TDRN VAN NUYS CA 18 07-10 0142A EST 
PMS 4-001207S191 2137861684 
PRESIDENT REAGAN 
WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 
LAST NOVEMBER ANTI ABORTIONISTS SUPPORTED YOU WITHOUT RESERVATION. 
WILL YOU NOW TURN YOUR BACK ON THESE VOTERS. SINCERELY 

HELEN M BRUCE 6457 FIRMAMENT AVE 
VAN NUYS CA 91A06 
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5099662079 POM TDBN YAKIMA WA 20 07-16 1208A EST 
PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
WHITE HOUSE DC 
WORKED MANY HOURS FOR YOU. SHOCKED BY O'CONNOR NOMINATION. HOPE SHE'S 
NOT JUST PERSONALLY OPPOSED. IF NOT PLEASE WITHDRAW NOMINATION. 

TIM LONG PRECT. 5003 

6909 AHTANUM ROAD 
YAKIMA WA 99903 
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4082927389 TDBN SAN JOSE CA 25 07-09 09 31A EST 

PMS PRESIDE NT RONALD REAGAN 

Irr WHITE HOUSE DC 

Al/ : 2 C 

• AS LIFE LONG DEMOCRATS WE VOTED FOR A REPUBLICAN PRESIDE NI' FCR T J£ 

• 
FIRST TIME IN J980 BECAUSE OF HIS COUR .t\GEOUS STANCE AGAINST ABCRTION. 

NEV ER AG A I N • 

JOSE AND THERESE MAES 

2 17 D !SALVO 

SAN JOSE CA 95128 
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President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20013 

Dear Mr. President: 

222 Winthrop Drive 
Belleville, IL 62221 
July l O, l 981 

We are registered Democrats, but nevertheless we welcomed your 
Presidential candidacy and eagerly vot ed for you last November . We 
haven't always understood or agreed with your positions since then, but 
believed that you were making decisions based on the best available 
information and trusted that everything would work out for the good of 
the country. Now we feel that we must speak up. 

We strongly object to your nomination of Mrs. O'Connor to the 
Supreme Court. This is a slap in the face of all those anti-abortion 
people who put their trust in _you. You have obviously been misled and 
we urge you to withdraw the nomination. 

Sincerely, 

c fr,,,_ac:{ 7L>7A ~t 
Gerald T. O'Neill 

Lu.::t:0 d/-: cf1 k~R-£ 
Loretta T. O'Neill 

~ ✓-@'~ 

-Dorothy {. 0' Nei 11 
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TOt- GUY 
31038 COLOhIAL WAY 
ATL.ANTA GA 30341 
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PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
WHITE HOUSE . 

( WAShlNGTON DC 20500 

( 
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DEAR MR PRESIDENT 
YOU r-AVE APPOINTED A WOMEN TO THE SUPREME COURT, I WAS A VICTIM L.I ~E 
YOU FOUR YEARS AGO I WAS S~OT FIVE TI ~E WITH A 22 CALIBER PISTOL 
WHILE ~AKI~G A LIVING FOR ~y FAMILY. FROM WHAT I REAC SHE IS PRO 
ABORTION. AhD ANTI CAPITOL PU~ISHMENT FOR THE CRIMINALS, l SUPPCRTEC 
YOU FOR YE~RS, 1 HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU . . 

TOM GUY .. 
3103B COLONIAL WAY 
ATLANTA GA 30:541 

1~:~q EST 
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President Ronald w. Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Reagan: 

5030 Relleum Avenue 
Cinc inri.at i, Ohio 45238 
July 8 , 1981 

During 1980, we supported your bid for the presidency; 
and, in fact, several of us worked quite diligently in 
your behalf. While there were many reasons for this sup
port, we all agree that the pre-eminent reason was (and 
still is) that as President you would be able to do 
something to help reverse the 1973 Supreme Court decision 
legalizing abortion. 

As to date, your appointments of pro-life people in your 
_administration are to be commended. However, your nom
ination of Judge O'Connor for the Supreme Court has caused 
us deep concern. Certainly, this position is the most 
crucial if we are ever to regain a respect for the lives 
of the unborn. 

Judge O'Connor's record _clearly doesn't indicate a "respect 
for the sanctity of innocent human life" (recall your 1980 
platform). While you claim satisfaction as to her views on 
abortion, her purported "personally opposedn position 
ranks her in company with Sen. Kennedy, former President 
Carter, and former Rep. Drinan to name a few. Hardly a 
reason to be satisfied. 

Perhaps, we are most perplexed as to why such a nomination 
has occurred·. The National Organization for Women is over
joyed, the local Planned Parenthood people are happy, and 
most of your Democrats are equally excited·. You didn't win 
because of these people; and, rest assured, should you 
run in 1984, they won't be in your camp then, either. 

The final quesi.io:n still lingers: 
~ 

Very truly yours, 

y~-Ll6--,. /Z,., ~ ~ / ~ ✓ 
James R. Donovan, Sr. 

~JJ @ . ~ ~ -Ar---t,t.A" -

Nary c/ Donovan 

p. ~ __,) /!__ ~--1rv--,,-y__,I w -I 1-1-1:> 
G James R. Donovan, JY. M.D. 

Why and for whom? 

-) . 0 
;>~✓L~~,- o. /_7 ~~ 
Kevin o. Donovan 
./) ,- [?--'d2 · ~-- . I , ~ - ,_,I , U"""'--

ian S. Donovan _ · 
_J)~ .-s~~-
Damian s. Donovan 
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Mr. Lyn Nofziger 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear: Lyn: . 

~-

·; 

July 10, 1981 

''w,:• 

./ 
Since we are• both former "Glendalians, 11 I'm sending this letter 
to you as hopefully you will remember my Republican political 
activities for the past 20 years in the Glendale area; especially 
my enthusiastic support for President Reagan since 1966. · 

The enclosed column by Patrick Buchanan expresses very well my 
own concern about the appointment .of Ms. Sandra Day o•connor to 
the United States Supreme Court. Even though I'm not a member o f 

.any o f the activist organizations regarding abortion, I totally 
agree with th~ir. objectives on the ~borti6n issue. 

With the experience I have acquired, after having worked as a 
·volunteer in many political campaigns, I feel President Reagan 

-·· might not have received the momentum in enough primaries to take 
him to the White House, had ~t n~t been for the dedicated hard 
work of the pro-life grol':ps. · I'm, especially troubled and amazed 
at .this as I've always thought President Reagan was unsurpassed 
in his appreciation of volunteers and his keeping of promises to 
them. 

I hope and pray · that Ms. O'Connor's name can be withdrawn from 
this extremely important long-term appointment. 

Congratulations on your position in the White House. I always 
enjoy seeing you on television. You're doing a good job. · 

cc: President Ronald Reagan 
Senator Strom Thurmond 
Senator Howard Baker 

Sincerely, 

:~.>~LA~v~ 
Marianna Wieck 
1595 Via Entrada del Lago 
Lake San Marcos, Ca. 92069 
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Friday, July 10, 1981 THE SAN DIEGO UNION B-1 

PATRICK J. BUCHANAN 

... Was It PlaiJtPoliticqJ AdUltery? 
That sound you bear, beneath the 

loud reveling at the President's pre
cedent-shattering nomination of a 
woman to the Supreme Court, is the 
cracking apart of Ronald Reagan's 
Great Coalition. 

The White House boys have just 
made the most basic mistake you 
can make in politics: They have com
promised the vital interests of the 
President's most .ardent followers, to 
score brownie points with their polit
ical enemies. A frivolous campaign 
promise has been kept, and a solemn 
written commitment violated. Politi
cal adultery. 

Eighteen months ago, in the Iowa 
caucuses, the Right-to-Life move
ment saved Ronald Reagan from an 
even more embarrassing defeat by 
his now-vice president - a 1tefeat 
which could have made Ronald 
Reaganm a footnote in the history 
books. A month later, in New Hamp
shire, the Right to Lifers provided a 
significant share of that astonishing . 
margin of victory which gave candi
date Reagan irresistible momentum 
through the early, conclusive pri
maries. 

In return, the mc .... ement asked Mr. 
Reagan for a surprisingly small re
turn. Only that Reagan support their 
Human Life Amendment and its 
progeny; that his Supreme Court 
nominees - be they black, white, 

· yellow, brown, red, male o~male 
- share the President's internalized 
belief that the unborn child has the 
God-given right to live. 

As politics goes, this was a simple, 
inexpensive bargain. The candidate 
would get the volunteer labors of 
thousands, the allegiance of millions, 
in return for remaining true to his 
stated convictions. 

The Right to Lifers more than kept pose her with all its resources, no 
the bargain. When the Wbi~ House choice . but to depart, temporarily 

.asked ~t they place their agenda at and perhaps pennaneoUy, from the 
~ enc1:.pf the line, while the Presi- President's coalition;.no choice but to 
dent's vast.economievessel transited put the heat on senators like Orrin 
the Congress, they acceded. '.~. , . Hatch -- up for re-electi~n in 1982. 

Their reward: To _be rldiqtled as a· "We feel betrayed by the Presi-
pack orextreniists" by some--dlowd- dent," said Paul Brown of the Life 
erhead -editorial writer · on the 'New-... Amendment Political Action Com
Yor.t· Times -. bulletin board of the : . mittee. "We've been sold out." 
Abzugian.wing of the f eminist party 
- which is chortling in pririfover-the-.... : That kind of politics is .o alien to 
President's nomination to the high what is known of RonaJd Reagan, the 
court of an Arizona co-sponsor of leg- question must be raised. Was the 
islation· .to l~ abortion on de- President misled about. Ms. ·O'Con-
mand. <:r · .· .. ' _: • ~ · .. ·'.: . nor's record? Misled ·by the Depart-_ 

-- ~ - · ..._, · · ment of Justice, by the -White House 
Why? What will the White House Staff, or by Judge O'Connor herself? 

receive, that is tangible and. eodur- .- According to the acting press see-
ing, to compensate for breaking the . retary, Larry Speakes, Ms. O'Connor 
hearts of the President's most.faitn-- told the President she was "personal
ful followers? ' · · ly opposed" to abortion, found it 

This-is:oot to demeanMsfSandra. . ''personally abhorrent.• Yet, accord
Day O'Connor, the President's nomi- .. ing to the Right _ to Life Movement, 
nee. Her ·academic, political and.jull-_ . .. ~he not only co-sponsored and sup
icial records ~. at least, currt J;wtfe; ·. ; ~ ported legislation legalizing abor
even her critl~ in Arizona admit her:: · tion,: she opposed a resolution urging 
brilliance: Had she been·elevated to ' Congress to support a constitutional 
the Cabinet, she might ha.ve gone amendpient to overturn the abortion 
unop~ decision. 

But this is the United States.Su.- (What.would we say of an individu• 
p~me Court - the · court that' will al who. said he found racial segrega-
decide, when the new medical evi- tion "personally abhorrent," then 
dence is reviewed, whether it made a voted to overturn the Civil Rights 
historic blupder in Roe v. Wade, the Act of 1964?) 
court which will pass on all congres- The abortion issue is not just a so-
sional restrictions upon its jurisdic- cial issue; it is the overriding ~• 
tion, the court Which will haye ·final ·. 1SSue Uiat split the FDR coalition and 
word on...iegislatioo..fflOYing· thrQugh... sent millions of Southern evangelic.al 
.Congress-that-sets tbe·niomentwben, Christians and Northern Catholics 
constitutionally, life . begins, the 'un- · into the camp of a Republican Presi-
born child becomes a ''person," · and dent with whom they may disagree 
his or her right to life must be p~ on a dozen other issues. Their demo-
tected by the state. : · · ralizatioo is a political tragedy of the 
. In nominating Ms. O'Connor, the · .first order - and so damned unnec-
White House has left the Right to essary. 
Life Movement no choice but to op- Chic090 Tribunt-H. Y. Ne1n Syndicate 

/ 
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President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington , D. C. 2050 0 

Dea r President Rea gan: 

July 8 , 1981 

We can't understand this sudden turn to the left! 
We are shocked and very disappointed with the nomina-
tion or a l i beral-· for . the ·-supieme-eour·E:-~ ·-----

~sur ~ly expected a pers·on who is pro-life and 
opposed to the ERA. We don't want a Justice who is 
"personally opposed to abortion" and "has changed her 
mind on ERA but wants gender-free laws·". 

President Carter was 'personally opposed to abortion'. 
He,, too, wanted gender-free laws -- that is what ERA is 
all about. We want the differences between the sexes to 
make reasonable differences in the laws. 

We urge you to withdraw this nomination. Please 
nominate a conservative for this vital position. 

C. 

Yours sincerely y ~ . 
=&._ J w~., .. J 

Mrs. Gilder L. Wideman 

FW/s 

2951 Pump House Road, Birmingham 35243 

LEGAL COUNSEL: 
Miss Charlotte Ra iley 
4200 WarreAton Rd., Birmingham 35203 
Office - Brown Marx Bldg., Birmingham 35203 

PUBLIC RELATIONS: 
Mrs. Charles Reaves 
3028 Westmoreland Dr. 
Birmi ngham, Al. 35223 

SPECIAL PROJECTS: 
Mrs. Waller Lillie 
3017 Westmoreland Or, 
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July 8, 1981 

Dear President Reagan, 

How could you betray the many pro-life 
people who worked so hard for your success in the 
last election. Your appointment of Sandra O'Connor 
for the Supreme Court is an insult to those people 
who trusted your word concerning the rights of the 

unborn. 
As you were recovering from your wounds 

in a Catholic hospital, it was reported that you 
felt God spared your ~ife for a particular mission 
on earth. Was the appointment of Sandra O'Connor 
that God inspired mission? Why did you do it? 

when you 

were our 
will have 

My husband and I supported you back 
ran against Gerald Ford. You naturally 
choice last November. I doubt if you . 
our vote in the future. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Lacke 
Rt. 3, Box 33 Birch Hills Dr. 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 5470~ 
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President Ronald Reagan 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Wa shington, D. C . 

Dear President Reagan, 

7 July 1981 

I cannot express the shock, anger, outrage , a nd sense of 

utter betrayal that I feel toward you at the news of your 

nomination to the Supreme Court of a woman of the views of -Ms . O'Connor . Please for the ~ake of future generations, and 

for the moral good of our nation, WHICH YOU SIR HAVE PLEDGED 

TO DO YOUR BEST TO STRENGTHEN, WITHDRAW HER NAME FROM 

NOMINATION. ~ YOU HAVE LOST MY RESPECT AND SUPPORT IF YOU 

DON OT TAKE THIS CRUCIAL STEP. 

cerned cit' 
~~ 

1/ 
Stephen A. Ingraham 
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6029782042 TDRN GLENDALt AZ 29 07-02 0340P EST 

PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
WHITE HOUSE DC 
REJECT O'CONNOR AS SUPREME COURT JUSTICE. DURING TERM IN ARIZONA 
SENATE WORK~D HAND IN GLOVE WITH PRO ABORTIONISTS ALSO QUESTION SO 
CALLED CONSERVATISM APPOINTED BY LIBERAL DEMOCRAT GOVERNOR BABITT 

i KAREN MILLS (4403 WEST PARADIS E LN GLENDALE AZ 85306) 
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res IPMMTZZ CSP 
8135978675 Tu~T NAPLES FL 30 07-15 0841A EST 

PM S PRES IDENT RONALD REAGAN 
WH ITE HOUSE DC 
YOUR NOMINATION OF MRS O'CONNOR TO THE SUPREME COURT IS A GRAVE 
DISSERVICE TO THE MILLIONS WHO SUPPORTED YOUR ELECTION PLEASE FOR THE 
SAKE OF THE UNBORN WITHDRAW HER NAME 

CAROL A DONAHUE 
1054 BEECHWOOD BLVD 
PITTSBURGH PA 15206 
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PMS 4-008961S190 3142277590 

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
WHITE HOUSE DC 
AS A WOMAN WHO VOTED FOR YOU I AM DISAPPOINTED YOUR CHOICE OF 
SANDRA o·coNNOR HER ABORTION RECORD IS HORRIBLE 

LOYISE LAWLER 
722 KNICKERBACKER DR 
MANCHESTER MO ~3011 
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Dear ent Reagan: 

What happened -- Couldn ' t you get Jane Fonda or Bella "Abzug? 

You ha ve betr ayed the p e ople who trus ted you and wor ked so 

hard for you. 

For you to make a Socialist like Eleanor Sme al happy is 

too much. This is indeed an irresponsible act a nd has shaken our 

faith in all your proposals, and you r mention of "National suppor t" 

last night in Illinois had an empty ring -- you no longer have it . 

Supporting a Feminist- *Atheist~Cornrnunis t f or Supreme Court 

undermines any other good you could have done. 

You made a fool of us - God help you and all of us. He's 

the only one who can. 

Mrs. L.G. Graham 

*According to a Humanist Author). 

Mrs. L.G. Graham 

40th and Hazel Streets 

Pine Bluffj Arkansas 71603 


	Withdrawal ID #1



