
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Reagan, Ronald: Gubernatorial Papers, 

1966-74: Press Unit 

Folder Title: Issue Papers – OEO Program 

[California Rural Legal Assistance] 

(1 of 2) 

Box: P31 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


State of California 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: Department of Corrections, Sacramento 95814 

- GA - 47 (42166) 

YOUTH AND ADULT CORRECTIONS AGENCY 

Date: 4, 7 

File No.: 
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Paul Beck -2- October 3, 1967 

brought are simply maneuver tactics used to harass the public 
officials making the decisions, and to obtain leverage to force 
policy changes. The legal action itself may be unsuccessful, or 
actually dismissed, but the harassment has had its effect when 
policy decisions are delayed or thwarted. If an ordinary citizen 
were paying for such legal representation, his attorney would tell 
him that his suit had little or no chance of success, and therefore 
would advise him that such an action would not be ~ 
economically feasible. However, when lawyers for CRLA and similar 
programs are bankrolled by the government, they have no such 
inhibitions. This again gives the special interest groups an 
advantage over the ordinary citizen. 

Another aspect of this problem is the ethical responsibility of 
lawyers. Attorneys :blx have an obligation, under the canons of 
legal ethics, not to advertise, solicit clients, or encourage 
others to maintain litigation. Clearly, there is a great temp
tation for legal assistance lawyers, representing so-called 
"class actions" to engage in such tactics -- indeed it is almost 
necessary if they are going to engage in such quasi-political 
activity. It is in this area that public officials, the State Bar, 
and other leaders of the legal profession must develop standards 
of professional conduct which will guide the "lawyers for the poor" 
and bring their practices into line with the standards of dignity 
and responsibility which have traditionally »rum characterized 
the legal profession. 

Edwin Meese III 

EM a fr 

cc 1 Bill Clark 



t•Ul a. If.mer . 
··· .· J)eput.y Oirector 

ltate Office of leonomic 
Opportunity 

·. IUb JlocU.ficationa of proposed CJtL& program made on the basia 
of Governor's etaff reviewa 

1. 92vsnor's r!Scmmendatigpt .·Program personnel, operatlorw· 
and out.Ide aervlcea sh01lld be reduced •. etc. 

QIQ 1st&ona .. ·. 
.·. . . 

a. eliminated 10 aupportive ataff peraonnei. 
b. reduced opei.-ational expenses by approximately 

$200,000. .· 

Q2vep\ora oy~1oi1' ; t'M S.ncUan 1~ aervice1 
program um:e atidto CR.LA operation. . · .. 

.. oa1•et,io9a -~llocat.ion ~f funds to CR.Lil. forq lndiu le-1: 
••• stance wtll be term~ted in the event. another pro- · 
gram of aervic• is apprQVed. 

. .· 

3. ggye&l2r •a reSsmuwJat.iona. '1'he. program •hall provide ... 
t;=gaJ. asala~~o all el19i:ble clients, etc. 

gm 1:stlsan1 caa shall submit plan for allocation of .. <' 
assistance, aad met.hod of detendning caseload priorities. 

4. 19vemo:7a_reg,ommendat;lwu Program ahall. adopt a ·r-.•on• 
able •tandaid. of financial eli9i:billty and procechu:• qf 
verificat.loti. 

Pl.Q nqt;tqqa ~ ahall 11ub1DU: ·.plan for incorporatin~· 
atandarda fot ·. marginal el ienu and proeedure for. veJ:'l.iO. 
ficatioa of. eligil>ilit.y., 

. s.r}fy DQD;J)9£ 1 (J' flG2JDIMD§lt1;iQQt. PJ:'C>grall 81\all ftOf; ~il"\Ui1i.,.A 
•·.. ··· legal ueistance in cue• of a fee generating na·~wl:'••t . 



1. 

Cluk, Jr. January 16, 1968 

··, ' .: ' . 
· .. ·· contingeney t.O ·a lawyer• reference panel, etc. 

'i2Vt£11B'l .~P!M·11S&mi• Program •ball not provide 
representation in crird.nal matters. ·. 

ny;m&Bn• . »rogram. •hall not provide assistance in · · 
er l matters, except in extraordinary ctrcwutancea, 
where there has been consultation with the court, and 
appi:-oval by DJ.rector of US OBO. 

Si9xmo;•a useendf!Aona Program shall not provide 
legal aaaietance or volve theraaalvea in any way with 
union activities, etc. · 

QIQ Et~1 Program shall not provide •••istance in · 
wtlOD CO ecti Ve bargaining, union neqctd.ationa, union 
organizing or representation of union off iota.la in 
union matters. · · 
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RESOLUTION OF THE 1970 STAlHSLAVS COUl~TY GHJ~J:m JURY 

' , 

WHEREAS, as the result of its investigations during 

its term of office, the 1970 Stanis la us County Gr,'nd Jury, 

·representing the conscience of the co:nmunity, recognizes the 

need for adequate legal assistance for the poor; and 

WBERE.i\S, there is ·growing public concern that 

California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc. is not carrying out 

its stated corporate purpose of providing adequate_ legal 

assistance for the poor· and . ) 

'WHERRAS, California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc. has 

l~e·fused to comply ·with the process of ·this Grand Jury in an 

investigation of the corporate activities of California Rural 

Legal Assistance, Inc. to determ'ine \·;hether it is providing 

adequate legal assistance _for the poor; 

Nor,7 
" ) 

'l'HER '!?'"On...., _J. - \.L•.t' J:\..t.) BE IT RESOLVED that the 1970 Stanislaus 

County Grand Jury hereby recommends to the Governor of the State 

- of California that he veto funding of the legal services program 
·-

of California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc.; and 

BE IT FUIZTHER RESOLVED that the 1970 Stanislaus County 

Grand Jury hereby recommends to the Governor of the State of 

California that he cause investigations to be instituted and 

conducted by appropriate federal, state and local agencies into 

the corporate activities of California Rural Legal Assistance, 

Inc.; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution 

shall be forthwith transmitted to the Governor of the State of 

California> to all Stanislaus County members of the State 

Legislature> to the elected California representatives in Congress, 

1 



·.I • • • :. 

; '. 
I. 

·' 
I 

-
and to the federal officials having jurisdiction in this matter 

for appro1n:ia te action consistent with this Resolution. 

The foregoing Resolution was unanimously adopted, a 

quorum of sixteen members being present, at a regular meeting 

of the Grand Jury held on Wednesday> December 16, 1970, at 

Modesto, California. 

' 

1970 STlli~lSLAUS COUN1Y GRAND JURY 

j}.- . 1?6, .=~~l I ./. . . . ; - i. ' . / . .. ·1-.1.._· .:....,-. 

I I , . , .:} .' ., ~ L ~ , l -; · ' -f r / 

I - v• "-... . • ., • • . 

-------JANES P. LIVINGSTON, Foreman 
.. ../ 

.\ 
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OFFICE OF 

1100 EYE STREET - ROOM 300 MODESTO, C/,LJF0f1t-llA 

Dcc0;:1bs:c 11, 1970 

1.ir. Lewis K. Uhler 1 Di).'ector 
State Off ice of Econo~ic Opportunity 
Departr:H'mt of Hui;:an Resou:cces D8velopment 
800 Capitol Mall 
Sacramento, California 

·, 

Dear llr. Uhler: 
. . 

Recently you sent a letter and a question-
nai:ce to at le<lst tv;o nf~nb3:cs of ouJ' Boa:ed of 
Supe:cv'isors asking the:ii· eYaluation of the CRLA 
progrr.:;1. 

Rather than respond individually, they dis
cussed the matter with their colleagues at a 
regular Board neeting. 

As a result of this discussion, our Super
visors adopted a motion urging that the entire 
program be abolished. A copy of their Board 
order is en9losed. 

GG:bd 
Enclosure 

PHOt-1£ S:?.t.-J?Sl 

I 
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l1f..C7IJ::G 'f'fi~S~t' Cl1X1~L~ ... O~.LTZ?l J<tJI\.[))~ 

jJJ:;GAJ-J l:S·E; J~s·.e~r:c;jS i)J~ l:.T?rC.?I!It)riJjD 

for the~ pu:cposc 

., 
D l ,..,,",...,,,.,..,-,,,,). 1 1 S70 

U e; .... ~A • .., ... :.. ... <..,.! .. .l-• ..... , ............. -(--------- ............... . 

vote of this Board 

R E C c_ IVI:u 

"'·~·:-· : .. ·.:·~·:-: .. , ,...':\fJ;!Ty" 
-p 



"'J'he 1·1 0·~0···'"' 1-ilc, Do·:1r·1c~ }·'e;;l(·r··1 . 1 _ -_ r !. !. .:_ c~ L _ - ! \.. l _ c~ -- l \. ... .,1.. 6 <.::!. i -

Governor of California 
Setc:r2.F:e1·1 to> C2.li fol·rda 

Re: Cal:Lfci:cnic-t 1~-t~ral l.sgal Assist<=tnc:e, Inc, 

Dear Governor Rengan: 

rl···n· { S )
0 c t 0 1" (' (i" ! r;, ct ~- 1

t'• r, ,_ 'V(>"1 \" r, ,_ 0 6 "I)' '"'I)"'. ·o·--. ·r· i r, t·•l Ot'i 0 f f .. '1.'c'l(l. C: 
,.t_.._ -U .. ,;.\.-~\.:J l- ... c.L .) l .,L~L <.1.J._ o.l: i.JJ_ .i:"'~--·-C .. -· - \.. -

for C2lifo:cni:::: RtU'c:.l J.eg.-:'J. /\ss5.st0x1ce> Inc, becaus(:; of ·its pn:::sccnt 
operc:tion. 1 t is the 01)in:Lo~1 of this office th:-:.t CRLA is not. 
carrying o~t the purposes for \~ic:h it was intencl2d as cnllia2r2tcd 
in its .t\:c t:L c les of Incorpo:r:a tio:1 2s filed 1,;j_ th the Se.cret0.ry of 
State on Ha!..·ch 3, 19 66. 'fi:;is reqt.:,es t 1.·1ot1 ld not be rn.~c1c. if CRLA 
were truly serving the nc::c::cl.s of the. poor. 

Al though CP-I} .. \·78.S incorpcn:c-~te.d pu:rsuu1t to the Gen2r.s.l 
Non·-P:cofj_t lnco'l:-pcJrc.tion LE:\·? of the Stc:: .. te of. CB.11.fornia, cv2nts 
of the p2st mo:1th 1·1ouJ.d 2ppe2r to inchcate othci:\·7:l.sc. Spe::cific2lly > 

du:cin,s the le:tter pa:ct of 1\ovo.ff~1)c:r, 1970, the Stanislaus County 
Grand Jury voted to tu1dert21~e ru1 investigation of the operation 
of CRLA. The. loce.1 Di rec ting At:tornc>y of CRL!'... s tci.te:c1 in th2 pub lie: 
press that he welco~ed such an inv2stig2tion. It w2s only after 
rn:y office i~»sued suhpoenas to v2.:cious officials of: CRLA, including 
!:) 11i.1-'L ,.... ..• c r. c•11..1·)r,-,-·"S (1f'1C"'C- "'·r.c··---, ~s ' 7 '•1) "'<· ..., S'1,.)')0'""" ........ cli1c_r.r• c. ~:1..~Q~ . .;.... J.L ..,_d •• ~J ~<:...:.le~-... "'-~ L:._i Le ,l!'.~., c_._ \:'•L- .. c ... v c.:. \,. L 1 ·......-tt~:. 1.,.... t..~.::> 

tecum issuc-.d to c-: Fresno b<dl bondsrn.::i.n> that CRLA claimed thc-~t it 
\·,1c''.-~ J"r·---·~"' I---o-:-i )··~·-rc,L·-'0"t:i.."c·11··- c·cii·r'·y er-·~11c~ J···ri",.,o '-v VJ'·-'·i..·D ().Lr. _ -•"·::\,.<c.tc. .LL ::. .U'/~~~· L.L.:.~<- lt >j . ;.t.lL 0 1.c l U. <..:'.,> O_, .LL t-::. 

the S;.!p1·0::-;:2cy Cl.::us c~ of the Uni tcd St<. te~~ Cons ti tu t:ion. 

Q·! NovG.:[)2r 30, 1970, CRT.A filed a co~Hplairit in the~ Fec1cn:l 
District Coilrt f:or th2 Eastern District of Cnlifornia seeking a 
r C">C·t··-.,...>-\-,~ .. -(f ( ...,. .. (~""1"'·- .,-·c0i .. -i_r.1- -'-1)..-) s;-r,111 c-] ~~l"'' ('()·11- ,_,., c\-,. ... .-.11(1 Ji.1-r""-7 ~11(1 r)~ 
·'-'-' .L<---1L.c.t: 0 

0

lL :c:.t • cc.:,q h.:>L. l. ·'--· '- :·'' ---~> .c.\.:;; • ~--_lt..; ».ct •. ~. ·-) c. .' .! '·"' 

h:o::i proc:u:<1:Lng '\·::U.:h c:tny J.1::v<:.st.J.~~atJ.on of Cr'..lA. In t1ns act:l.Oi!, 
C•·T !- 1 -,j- .. ,-.1 ~·c1 ) ••. ,..,.,} f II') lr;C·c'r···--.] 1 c·-:r~,1 <'(·-·\r-~ cr·c 1)'"01. "'('" 11 1)-y VJ· 1·•-,.,.. .i.~.t-'"· ~ ... _c. ~· ..._ . ..:._ c 1 . L .. "> ,,,__ • • c:.. . ,. t... ... .1. .. c.. . . <..:.,<... . .._) . L L ~ '---.....,. ._ _ -....~ ,. L , J) .. L \.l ~~ 

of this descr:Lptiv2 title, ~nd havin~ in mind the various types 
of. c-,cU.cc-:S \·:hich C'.~T,.1\ hc'.:C; fj_J.cc1 2.nd the COUJ'.'Sf: of: conduct it ha:.:~ 
1)1..lJ:s1_:e..;c1, :i.t \-'Oulci <'''1.)pe.'n: thc~l: the'. fct1c•rt:1 c,.OVC'Dl!ilC~nt, l·n')'·1 jn.-,]v r ,, • t;. , .... \. ... . .....) ·.1 



Ltr. to The 1lono1·ab 1 e Ron8 ld Rcc:gan 
Re: Californie Ru:cal Legal Assist<lncc) Inc. 
])cce;abcr 111- > 1970 
Page 2 

or un1~nowingly, is f:i.nancin~ groups to \rnC:errnine tbe operation, 
ef f ec ti veness 2nd integ}_·i ty of state ci:nd local gove.rnrn.ents. 
I cannot believe that Congress or the· President of the United 
States ever intended such a result. 

AJ:f..J/ rb 

Very -~ruly you:cs, 

~,lf7 /J1. Ifft 
ALEXANDEll N. WOLFE 
District Attorney 



SranisLns Goun{)' J3.:;r J\ssoc12Cion 

Mr. Lewis F. Uhler 

P. 0. OlJX 055 
l/.ODESTO, C/-.1.!FD:-:t-"l/' 

December 9,· 1970 

Department of Human Resources Development 
Office of Economic Opportunity 
800 Capitol Mall 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Dear Mr. Uhler: 

It is the opinion of the Stanislaus County Bar 

\ 

.f\.ssociation that California J\.ural J_,egal ?.ssistance is not 
adegu~tely serving the needs of the pdor, measured by the express 
purposes for which it was originally funded. It is, therefore, 
addition~lly the opinion . of the Stanislaus County Bar Association 
that operations of CRLA should not be continued on their present 
basis. 

I am authorized to say that this letter reflects 
not only the opinion Of the present officers and Executive 
Committee of the Bar Association, but the opinions of the former 
Presidents, whose names I am authorized to use: 

Douglas M. Sutter 
William R. Lundgren 
Alexander M. _Wolfe 
Le;·1is N. Hawkins 
Carlos J. Badger 
James P. Mower 
E. Dean Price 

Cleveland J. Stockton 
J. Wilmar Jensen 
Jar.ed Hav:kins 
Elmer L. \'linger 
Ronald E. Bates 
Arthur R. Friedman 

Very truly yours, 

STANISLAUS COUNTY BAR 
Assoc1Nr10N, 

-\~01 /)'\\t\fNh:_. 
Jo,rn \:;-: \-1c.fftin, ' 
Pr~sident -



MEf.«nER. l'lf\TIOi~f<L LEl\GUE or- CITIES 
"V.'CSTEHr< CITY" OFF!Cl/\L PUDLIC!\T!Of-1 

S2cr;;mE:nto 95814 •• 1103 "O" Street • . 411-57.90 .• Arca Cod:: 916 
EerJ:c/ey 9,;705 •• 1-fotcl C/3.rcn;ont .• 813-3083 .• /1rc:a Code/; 15 
Los An;::!cs 90011 .. 702 Hilton Center •• 624~4934 .. AFCJ Code 213 

---~-·------------------------------------------------ ------

OFFICERS 

f'1ni'di'0t: 
CLIHOFiD F. LQt,QER· 

·. 
_ Ffrn Vic? f';e~k'-:::! 

RAY D. rr,;;ucTER 
P.1!yor. ro:-t H-'?-";'.:·':'14 

s~.:o:;d' Viet: J:'r:s:C::r.t • Tre.3S'.Jrc: 
RO'-ALD R. JN.:ss 

M<:i'Or .. Sr:!t Jos~ 

E: D\\'1;,.,: \~1. \'r .. \OE 
t.~.ayor. lV""!:;f £~;ch 

E i:.~~vt:vc Oir~:tor a:,d 
C.:.'?"n~·r<! t•;>:..nz~!: 

OlfiECTC:HS 

.t.Lrru:o A. AFFJ~...'.ITO 
City Cou~.d:m-1:-'I. F'itts:.~t~ 

filCH:,R:J COLE'.!t .. ~ 
F':anr.i.~s o:r~:to~. Po:--r:o:1a 

ff\t,~K CUi{RAtJ 
f,~;;ycr .. S:in o;;;.;o 

ur H. o.o.vi:os 
~~OJ.'Of,. l~~oc'i':'i.!O 

G. SID G'\0$SY 
t.~2ycr .. S::!ir-.~s 

AllHi GR:~.::s 
City t-..~-..orr.:y. C-?v~dy HiHs 

HAROLD ~.!.HAYES 
f.~J';Or" f.~or.t;;.!,air 

JA.CK D. t.:M.l Tt:STER 
P.t~yor~ S;:.:t Lo;ar"l.Cro 

Jl'..~-~=s :.~cCt..P.TY 
Di:e-.:to: o! Pv:.r:c \'/.j:ks~ CJ!:.12·1::! 

A:..t...R1t>.J C. t.~;;00~~;-o;f.Ll 
Chisf c~ rc,!ic~. S::ri. ~.iJ:::o 

1HO:.~.\S 1. 1.'ELLO~i 
Cni~~ ;..,:mi:"".;Str2!iv~ Oifi.;:-=r. 
Sa:l. Fr.::r,i.:;fs~o 

fiEG:f..';.!.LQ E. o'.!(tO~.SY 
Fire Cn;-e!. &..-r!i:--:;r..e 

P .. ~t..R.GAR CT t .. ~OOR!: 
C1~'{ ClcrY.. .. t ... c--J Ce.s!::f't 

FR.o,r;c1s ?~ p;_cELll 
f.'-<l\·cr Pre. 1 e-:o .. O?fy Ciw 

HELE~.t F~Tl'>; .. ·.:1. 
f..~~'{CI' .. F.::;.af•.:r.13 

Eo,·1:-?.o H. RAD~~.:-"CH:'il 
P..!.)ycr. Cit:;8t';~ 

JA.,/CS S':r .. ?i' 
P.~J~ :.r .. Et Ca;o~ 

HER::t:?.T A. $?:.J?.~t~-1 
P.~~YC<, .. S,n:.? J.~;:.:'\;~~ 

Al8UlT J. TALJ-,:J:-; 
City CCIJ:'">C;'.J._J"'\. $.::~t~ ... ~!'l-i~ 

tlir~'::":O< :-! i'.o-:\..~ !. F.:t:-::rcJt:c.:;. 
0_1:.-J~~d 

H. COUGL~.s \'.~LLE'fl 
C•:'I· ~.~.)r.~i'='"• A'.:vr.:.i.J 

H:>:•.t,F;C> II. \';;O:n 1.$ 
!.~J 1 :it. Fl 1m S;it;~;\ 

fi.Of-!:f:T t.:. \"1H ~t):~ 
f.~ .• yor .. Cr";q ~:<!·..l 

s~\~.1 Yon r v 
f.!;)yrd. lot /,:,:J-!~~s 

------------------

December 19, 1970 

The Bono:ceble 1Z.on2}·J Rec:gan 
Of f:Lce of the Governor 
St2te C.q)itol 
Sacrfc,11ento> CA 958JA 

Dear Governor Reagan: 
After 

r):_Q_u_:VT;:.'_i'.0---the funds for the 
progn'~rn > kno·:v11 as CRLA • 

.------tile c1;:mage clone to Dernoc:catic Soc:tety 
far out·weir,hs the service to poo:i..· people. A diff:e1~ent \!ay 

c.. •• ...... , "' , ""d1: , • 1 'l .• 
O.L g1. v:1..n3 legc; l a:Lct to tlle poor 8t1ouJ. i2 cte-...r:i_scct tnat '.LS 

free of activist political nctio~. 

Respec~fully yours, 

.. ?:f Jl1 fl. Pf (\ 0~,; (e '\!---!'-ii UYt"' 
Dr. Qlifford F. Loader 1 President 
Le3guc of C~lifornia Cities, 
Mayor, City of Delano 
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. · ·. ·RE POnT OF JIWE R.J / 1.L COUNTY 8/\R /\SS OC l /\T 1.0t\ 

SPEC!hl COMMITTEE ON C.R.L.A. 

• ..... • ••• • .• *· .... ·• 
_ .. :~ . .: -.. ~ .... · .. 

.. 
\. ' 

· . . . 
. . .. . .. ~ .. 

.. . ' .... _ ~~-;": .... 

: · . .-~· .. ,- :·· It is the rcco:r1rnendat ion of this ccxr::nittee that the 
·:_ .. :::·: :· lrnperic:i1 County Bar /\ssociation withdrav.,r its representative froJJ 
.... the: C.R.L./1. Board of·Directors and sever a11 officici1 connection 

·· bet\'.rcen lm?eria1 County Bc:ir Associcition and C.R.L.A.J and further, 
that the Imperial County Bar Association urge the: State Bar of 
Ca1 ifornia to reconsider its position with respect to C.R.L.A .. 

·· · ·. , '. . t ov1 <H d t he c rid o f s eve r i n g a 1 1 o f f i c i a 1 conn e c t i on b c t\' / e e n t he 
:-_:·:··~·,state B<ir of Ca1iforniu and C.R.L.A. 

: ·;,~·.::.::·. The .co~nmittec has studied and observed the 
« ._ .·: .. : .. · .'.: fun ct i on i n g o f Ca 1 i f o r n i"a Ru r a 1 L e g a 1 Ass i s t a n cc . The c o;-r1m i t t e e 
.. '.:.· ·_._·feels that C.R.LJJ.. as it is operated and staffed exists primcJri ly 
.·._,_: .... ~:: .. ,for the purpose of provoking social reform. The committee feels · 
.:_:_:_~:_-.::.' .. -the.it C.R.L./.i.. does not function as a 1c:i\·/ office·\'!hich speci21izcs 
· .. "-<):;:·. in \·1he>t Iws bcco.11c to be knrn·m as 11povcrty la\'111

, but rather, it 
... ·>·::·~functions cis a device for prcrnoting spec·ia1-intercst groups and. 

_·::_-.:·~·:·:_·:only operates as a law office because it has determined that this 
< ·_:· .. ·· is a cpnvcnient means to c_ffectuate its ends. 
. . 

~-:_·.:.~·~~ ·:-~=.·-:~." 
. :;"~.-··:--.: When C.R.L.A. \·1as ori9in21 ly fonr1ed \·1ith federal 

. . 
" ... 

.;:- : . :. . · .. 
.. ·. 

. .. · . 
·<<.:-.. :_-.-·financing, it v.ras represented to thc·Jmperial County Dar 
. _-_-__.:.:-'.::· /\ssociation by the then director, James Lorenz, that it \'/Ou1d be. 
-~-:·<''./>.-.an organization v1hich provided 1ega1 services for poor ·individuals. 
~.:.-. .. ::.· .. --unable to hi1Je their·o:.·m attornt:}'S. This is sti11 its ostensible 
-_··_·':";:.·purpose. Ho·.-1ever, a study of the manner in \:,1hlch C.R.L.,A. 
~-····:· ..... functions clearly sho·:ts that it.is C.R.L.A. 1 s ·intention to 
-::. :::_ promote v1hatever social reforms it ·dct~rmines \·1i1 l be helpful ~o 

' . ._-;_-:-:-·.the poor by means of legal c:1ct·ions. One needs only to· read the 

.. 
. ."" ~ - -·~ . --· 

·. I: 

.. 
~::_---_~·.-> _C.R.L.A. 1 s current funding request and its ho~1se or9c:in 1 NOTICIERO, 
::.·:·-.-::to determine thc!t its 1a\'1ycrs c.nd other mC>r;;bers of its staff 
... ::·._._consider this to be C.R.L.A. 1 s prime function. 

. .... ... . .. ~ 

. : ·. -:- .. .. . : ~ ... · .. _ .,. .. ~. ·•· .. . · ... ....... · . . .·· ... 

. --::.:.">·. It is the fee1 ing of this co:11i11itte<: that the federal · ... · · 
· .. · governn1ent should not SL1bsidize any particular sal_ient social or 

.-. political c:ictivity. \'le belicvc·tlwt ne·ithcr themselves, the 
·· · .. lmperi01 County 8<0H Association, nor the Stcitc Bor of California 

· should, by p0rticipatin9 in the functioning of C.R.L.I\., put a 
:· ·stc:imp of cipprovc-11 on C.R.L.A. 's O';/il pcirticular concepts of social 
_.. rcforrn. To use .:;n ana109y, one c;;rnnot quc-irrc1 v:ith thC'. right o_f · 
· .. :":the /\.C,L.-U. to espouse purticular pol ilical or soci01 cc-iu~»cs. 

ft· is ho?ccl, hu.-:cvcr, that no Ort('. \'tou1d propo'.=,e the-it the fl .. C.L.U. 
-should be subsidii'.'.ed by the fcC:orc:rl 9ov~rnrn2nt or sponsored b/' 
·the kncrican Car /\ssoc:i.:ition, the~ State 8c:1rJ or the lrnpcric-il · 
.County 8c:r /\~;~.ocia~ion. It sec·11iS fairly obvious thot A.C.L.U. 

<.ir1cl C.R.L.!1. <:re birds of a feather . 
. •, 

.. .. ... 
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MlNUTES OF HvJJ?Ef\lt\L COUNTY BAR ASSOCI1\TlON I'viEETJNG 

l-1 ' J...., J.n·;··o 1v arcn .::i 1 ;; 

The meeting \'.'2S c21kcl lo order by Prcsjc1ent J2mcs Cnrtcr, <tt 1~:30 p. m., 
on March 13, 1970. · · 

Guests intro:Juccd: 

Two guests were introc1ucec1, the ffrst 1x.~ing John Ncttcrb1mi, fro1f1 Sa.n Diego, 
introcluced by Russ Kirk, and J_,awrcnce So ttingcr, from San Diego, introduced 
by DJ.vic1 Dotson. 

fl . ~ v .. -.... 
Report on Conference of, D.::1egates. 
----------

Presic1ent C<nter reported that 11~~ 211c1 Fnrnklin D. l\·1cDa niel and David 
D:)tson of the lrnperici1 County Bi1r Association, attcnclec1 the Conference of 

·D.::1egatcs IT1ccti11g on the. week-end of March 6th and 7th: 

Mr. McDaniel reported that the conference of delegates considered · 
sevcn3J resolutions and proposa1s including a posE;ibiJity of establishment of a 
clicnt1s security fund for i-eirnbursemcnt to clients of embezz1ec1 funds; group 
leg~I practices in Cali~ornia; ,and appeals for schoJarships for rnino.rity law 
stuoents. Mr. McD2n1e1 fu:r.tner suggested that the local bar assoc1at10n con~ 
sider establishment of a scho1arship for mexicc:rn-amcrican Jaw. student. 

California Rural Legal Assistance: 

Comrnittee chairman \Villiarn Lehnharc1t reported th<:1t his committee had sub
mitted a written repo:rt and recornrrienc1ations to the Irnp2rizt1 County Bar As
sociation, a copy of which :report vrns rnailecl to e2ch member of the Bar. Mr. 
Lehnhardt offered sevcr2l cornrncnts on the report including the. foct that no 
direct ernphs.sis was to be placed ori the local CRLA office. Mr. Lehnhardt 
further st2ted thett he would resign his position from the Board of Trustees of 
California Rural Leget1 Assistance 5n the near future. I\1r. Altshuler, of the 
Californin Run~l Legal Assistance office of El Centro then replied to I\1r. .. · 
Le1mharclt 's comments 2nc1 iv1r. Lehnharc1t 's cornrn.ittee report and suggested 
that an in depth study be mac1c of the issues raised by the committee's report. 

l\1r. Charles Pinney moved that the Jmp2rial County Den Association 
adopt the Lehii1nrdt cornmittee report ~rnc1 the rccommcnJations contained therein, 
and that the Imperial County Bar Association pass a resolution withdrawing all 
suppoi·t of CaJifornia Rural Leg<ll 1\ssistance, withc1rc1\vh1g its mcmbcrs from the 
Board of Trustees, v:ithclrawing the Lawyer's Reference Service from control of 
California Eure.l Legal Assist2ncc anc1 restoring it's control to the Imperial County 
Bar Association, th2t a copy of the resolution r~nc1 recornrnencbtions be forwarded 
to the State Dar and to the Bo::ircl of Trustees 0t California Rural Legal Assistance. 
This Ir1otion was seconded by Mr. T. ]. Sands ancl after substantial discussion 

. the motion wns passed. · · · 

?c~~9m~_ 0_.2p0rtunity Co·rn~}_2.~SSJOl1_~~qL~~~~£_fO~~rV_iC~S ~~d gL0~laI1C~~ 

President Carter t11en rend a Jetter from Cameron Hendry the local director of the 
Econon1ic Opportunity Commission. The~ letter srntcd in substance that the 1oc:al 
office of the California Run:.J Legal A::;sisu-rncc hZ:d not been h::1nc1ling <llI matters 
concerning ck1rw.'.stic re1"1tirn1::; CC-!SCS of irxlizcnt clients and iviL Ibndry requested 
that re:pn.:scrrta ti vc of rhc Jmp;::~ri<» 1 Ct);.rnty D<.n 1\ssoci::t t ion meet with the Economic 
Opportunity Co:m11ission of Jrnp2rial County ancl rcnclcr SOiDC gujc1~rnc:c on the. 
quc.stion. . 

Mr. Ch::rlcs Pi1rncy rnovc:c1 [:nd tvir. C!i::ir1cs F. Sturdc)<1nt, Jr. scc:on:::lccl 
a motion tlnt President Cttrtc1~ 2ppoint ci rcprcsenr.ativc to the Economic: Opportunity 
Corrimi:~sio;1 meeting to rcnclcr such requested p1icbncc. Prcsiclcnl C;trtC'.r ~:t:Hccl to 
the <isscrnhlccl rnec:ting tfi.:H he would DP;Y>int tlii:; ren;-c:::cntt1tivc'. 2t 8. bt(:i' cbtc und 

"'" .. - .. 
inform t11is rcpn::s"·ntativc <1 nd t11c Eco:10rnic: Opponunity Co:11m is~; ion of :;~1 icl 

·-1 ... 



~ .. 
. · - ~ ... 

nppoini.rncnt by lcacr. 

Ron l_,2nc informed the mcctinz tk1t the CrnrnccLicut General Insunrncc 
Cornprrny's rric.::1icc:1l pl<1n hocl gone into effect on !v)m:ch l, 1970, ci.ncl not on 
Jarn.wry l, 1970, as origin:tJly p1nnncd. 

~Mr. L8nc:: furth2r infornwd the rnccting t11at there ·were some cbims 
be::twccn Januc:ry 1, 1970, and Fcbrunry 28, 1970, <tmountinz:; to npproxjmatc1y 
$300 to $,100 and h1r. Lnnc·suggcstcd t1rnt t11c iricrnbcrs of the mcc1ic<tl insurance· 
phin each be assessed on <1 pro-ra Ul lx1sis to cover the c1a ims. for Jamwry and 
Fcbnwry. l\·h. \Vi1ljaffi By:rcl mo vcicl 8.nd f\.fir. f\1c.D::rnic1 sccondc:c1 thCJt this plan 

·be adopted fo direct the adrnjnistrator to bill the mcrnbc.rs of the pl211 on a pro
rata basis to pay tbcsc cl3irn,s. After a short c1is~ussion foe motion W8s p0ssed. 

Im_p_crja] County_:::__S8.n Diego Cm_i_ntz Bm· _Assoc:.iation f\.facting: 

Mr. Lou Plo'..n-d informed t11e gro~1p thr:t the::. San Diego B0r. Association meeting 
with Imperial Cmmty wou1cl p:.:-; he1cl in Irnperici.l County this year and after discus
sion it was suggested th8t the ffrst choice of dates be April 17, the second choice 
to be April 24, and if neither of these.dates is agreea1)}e to t1H3 S0n Diego Bar 
Assoc:.iCltion then to suggest that the meeting be held on May Sth or May 15th. It 
was further suggested th2.t a Go1f Tournament be held in.conjunction wjth the . 
meeting at the Jnip2ria1 Valley Country Club and that the committee, composed of 
lv1r. Thomes Nassif,=-Mr. Charles Pinney and Mr. John Carter, be appointed to 
set up p1r~ns for the Go1f T'ournament. 

A_~j_?urnr°nent: 
.· 

Tbe rneet5ng was CJ.djourncd at 1:55 p. n1. . Respectfully submitted. 

- c~~ -= <;{~}~:vz:-~~1~,<~,-;~~/~~0:~.:;:~.--
. ZI Pres icl.ent 
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}b~. Le~.-1is K. Uhler., Dir cc tor 
Office of Econo1n:i.c- Oppo:ctunity 
Sta tc of Cal ifm:nia 

1970 

D 0·)-:,1·f··1~""''"'t 0.r: n .. l.'"l' Deco·u.,..Cr-,S ..._1c..-"'-L~:~""-~l1 J_ fll.tt!c.:.1 .t'\.-"> J. c. Dev2loprn2nt 
800 Capitol 1-Ial~ . 
Sacramento> California 95814 

Re: C. R. L. A. 

D2ar Mr. Uh1er: 

PLEl.SE r.EFrn TO: ' 

It is my iecommendation that California Rural Legal Assist2nce 
shc1ll no longer be pc;rrtlittcd to opc:ca.te in Ncmtcrey County. 
It h2s b2com2 2 totally irresponsible and unrestrained opera
tion of an 2gency funded by the Fedcra~ Government ~fuich has 
interfE:n::d with and hs.s harre.ssc:d Cotmty arid State age;_-1cies 
and dcp2rtm2nts with almost totnl ab2ndonm2nt of its original 
concept to sc.1:-ve inclivic1ual poo:c people in rur<=:l counties. 

I have noticed with disgust and alarm its repeated activities 
in crii:ninci.l matters, the details of which are set forth in the 
questionn.ctirc sent to me c.nd many other mernbcrs of the Bar 
so:r!etirn.2 ago. Ny opinions are b~sed not only on specific 
matters but heocve con~e to my attention by gene:ral d:Lscnssion 
in p<>-st m0nths \·?ith members of the local Bc.:.r and m2rabe:cs of 
my o~ .. m staff who have se~1t inc1i3ent people to C.R.L.A. for 
help in matters involving divorce> bankruptcy la•,.1, landlord 
problems 2nd pi~·obl~ms with creditors. The .:tlmast uniform 
rea.ct:i.on has bec·n th<tt those indigent persons are told by 
C.R.L.A. in effect, 1\.1e c.lo not have time for yoi.ir individual 
c.:tses 11 

.. 

. . 
The actions of this agency hnve bce~·t a gross interfe):ence \·1ith 
and infringement upon the 2utho:city of the Grand Jury of the 
C'ounty, the Boc-~rcJ of Supervisors of t11C County, and those fields 
in \·;hich the office of the Attorney Gc1v~1:c:.l of Califo1:ni2 could> 
<Ind \·JOulc1, 2ct fo::: co;r:plaints wLthin its authority. 



~ . ,, ~··. .. 

- 2 -

This <:lgc;ncy ha.s failed mi:::;c:rably to c1 ischarge its obligations 
to the indigent rural people, has wasted hundreds of thousands 
of dollars of our taxes, and has caused expensive and time-

. . 1 ' .c' 1 1 • . . 't consl'.r:nng )_nvo vein::::nc O.L our oc<:,_ agencJ.es in £ms1-1er.:i_ng i ·s 
vicious attacks. 

Very truly yours, 

BNY/eb 



December 23, 1970 

Mr. Geoffrey L. Clark 
Office of Economic Opportunity 
800 Capitol Ma~~ . 
Sacramento, California 95$14 

Confirming our telephone convcj:satiori of December 21, 1970, 
reporting an action of the Executive Board of the Sonoma 
Cm .. ;nty Bc:r Association c:t their meeting on that c1at:c, the 
following is the resolut:i_on Adopted by the Board: 

RESOLUTION 

· HHEREAS, the Sonoln2 County TI.:n:- P,s soc:Ls U .. on filed its 
application \·.rith the. Office of Economic Opportunity for the 
funding of [l proposed legal assistance pj:ogran for Sonoma 
County in 1967, and 

WHERE/1S, the Cali fo:cnia Rural J_,egc:J. /;ssi s tc-mce corpor
ation hes been and still is funded by the Office of Economic 
Opportunity for legal services to be rendered to the indigent 
in Sonoma County, and 

- -
WHEREAS> this Board coi1tinues to believe that the 1eg2l 

cc: re _type p rogr2m proposed in its s 2id 196 7 .::;pp li ca ti on is 
still the best type of program for the poor in Sonoma County, 

IT IS RESOLVED that the Executive Board of Sonoma County 
Bar Association re-affirms its position as set forci1 in said 
1967 application for a ·legal_ assistance prog:i:c:m in Sonoma County. 

IT IS FURTi-IER IZ_ESOLVED th<lt the Sonm:1a Co1.mt:y Bar J\ssocia·
tion and/or the Lcg2l Aid Founci0tion of SCYnoma County can be>.st 
meet the necc~s of the poor in Sonom2 County. 

IT IS FURTHER Rl~SOJJVED thc-:t this Executive J3oarcl re-affirms 
its position thc-1t 1oc;::l control by the SonotT'16 County B<ir /\sso'-
cic:tion and/01: the Lcgc-:l /\ic1 Founcbtion of Sonoma County c2n 
best i rnp 1 Cff:en t the inc~ i sc'.n t l q_~<:'.1 s c:r:vi cos pro g:r_· 2m and provide . 
the F1ost efficient uU1izaticJn of Federal flmcL3. · 



' 

IT IS TURTll ER RESOLVED that the Sonor;:a Co·un ty Bar As so-
. t • t .C ' • 1: t 1 0 c r • r "!..,, • 0 J • t cia -1.on 2ccep - fl_H1c1ing J)' ~ne 1~n.ce Oj: iJcono'.1nc pp or cun1_ -y 

for indigent let;al sc:i:vices in Sonoma County in place of the 
Califo:r:nia Rtu2l l .. eg<;l l~ssistc:mce corpo1~2tion. 

I am enclosing a photocopy of our 1967 legal services appli
cation> ·1 .. 1]-d.ch w&s the result of a great c1ee:l of tirno .. .:mc1 
effort on the part of several members of our Bar Associ&tion. 
We s tu died the rn2 t ter for sever 2 l rnon ths <mc1 ob tai neo approv c:.1 
of the Sonoma County Cornc-,n,mi ty Action Council. i, .. :e did not 
obtain the.approval of the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors. 
The Bo.srd of Sup2n1isors refused to act on the gro-~md that 
some of its members feared the program \·70uld create a divorce 
mill. It is doubtec! that the present Board of Supervisors 
"·'Q· 1 1 01 l•- r,,, e tl·• i S p 0 C' )

4 t; on >I I..- .L - Cd.'-. !.- ~> - .L. '-- • 

It is rny pe:csona1 position th[:t the lm·:rycrs I have talked to 
feel th&t the Santa Roso C.slifornLs Rural J,ege:l lssj_st<";nce 
office does not adequately service· the e::d.sting needs of the 
poor in every day situations ~iliich require leg2l. help. We 
obtained figures from. the S.s.ntC\ Rose: Californi.s Rur[ll Legal 
f,ssist.::mce office on their activities f:o:c 1970, and after 
our Bo2rd stuc1ied them, we ·we:re unable to conclude that the 
figures were meaninzful. 

The Resolution \·Jill be t2ken up at our Janu2ry or February 
. Sonoma County B~r Association meeting for action by the entire 
bar association. If we may be of any further assistance, please 
advise. 

ND: j is 
Encl. 

. S;inccrely; / 
,,/!7 /'.· 1·/ I I ...- /:• , , 

. '• .· r / 11), f.: , .' . • .-------• 
j /I l'' Ii·/-~,' ".! • J, v I ~ / , • I/, 

~ .... ~ ~ ... !:~: /._/ ..... -...-~- .. _., . _;,'- :-J .;./ e-· ....... ( 

· Ne1,Jton D2l Poggetto.'' :1 5; 



.. j 
. !' 

1; 
I• 11 . 
11 

I 
I 

I 

STi;TE OF C/\Llf(lf~itl1\ ) 
{ss 

C cit: r: -~ y (•1 .t·.l;tc, •;.;}U~.lc. . .!" s -. ' ,. -, [' ~ . t •, ' ,._ ) 

ci ti 1 .Y S \·! O 1' n , ~; n cl 

' 

- . 
·in D~:puty Dist1'ict /\ttorncy of the County of 

. · . . . 
T u 1 ci r (~ , S t c: t c o f C c 1 ·j f o i, n ·j a , fro 1:1 «ppr o :< "i r.E: t e 1 y t b c 1 s t d ct .Y of 

S '· fl ~· () n '> () ~ .. (J or r, l: .......... l - ' ) l ,..) u ) 2 () ., (• r "J 
. l I .1 0 I , P r i c• r t o t h et t , J \'/ct s a 

i e ~: 2, ·1 1 y '~ p p o 1 n t e c~ p o 1 ·i c ~ C' f f ·j c c r of t h c C i t y o f 1. o s f\ n ~I c 1 e s J re ·-

t i r i n g . \'l i t h t h e r <: n k o f l t . o f f1 o 1 ·; c e . -. 
: ~ . . 

My f ·i rs t c o n t <i c t with L c g a 1 /\ s s i s ·· 

ethicc:l 

n2r:10 2rs 

sc\'erc.1 

of C.fLL.IL 

D e 1 1 o ·j n V -j s c: 1 i C\ ) C c~ 1 i f o r n i ct . 

on ~t 10ast one occasion 

Mr. Bc11o 

ci ny 
I 
by 

co u r tr ci o 1:1 • Du r i n g t.h e per 1 o cl of t hw , r1 e 

o f t h t:: s t c< f f o f C • R ; L . A • i n t c r f e r c ci •,ri t h 

involv-ing arrests by the Visalic:: 

Haynes \·: 0 s t h e S c n 1 o 1~ A t t o r n e y 

During his tenure it v:c: s. kn-o;-rn by m2.ny of the other ..... . 

a ·t t o r n e: y s i n t o '1} n t h <• t h e C: i c: n o t h ct v c e n o t: g h 1 e 9 et 1 \·iO rf: t (l d 0 . 

found 

o "f c o n t r i b u ti n 9 t o t h.::: 

c• f <. u i n o r (f C s·· ,. .. ?.) • 
' • • , ~ C C • ( I • · , {: 0 Ct 

·: . . . . 
-. J '· ( • • • 'J C r (. L l l l . [ I ·-'.; l I r c- c c: r c: f o r S <l ) ci [l ) c: l . The c<:sc involved 2.n 

' 1 ,J ~., I II . '• • ' •. , -' , t ~ f ,. (, U I. ( .I (: '-' " .. ,: I 1.. I .1 ;.i 1 S y c <: r o 1 ci ' 9 1 r 1 ) 2 n cl \1 h C' n Ch c: 

( r ~ "\ ( • c '· l '1 .• ' I\ l. I ' <: .• L > f I ::\ 

• I I C (; ! ; :, 1 (l (.' l" (' (I l h C'. C Z: ~. C: t 0 

.. 1 -
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e \' ·i cl C'. n t ) <: r y pr {i b 1 c ;;: s c:1:ci tlic pi:c:;;;; of cit.her felon.)' 1.1id:i.crs) 
/ 

J did 

Mr. 

;:: -

. -
in th[: CC'.SC ·of .. ..• 

Pt· o ') 1 e \' . /\ n c! C' 1 fJ c._1 c s u s 
·-- ... _! __________ -···-····------ -·------- --,---

( <: n o t h c r c r i Hi n t: 1 .. c z~ s e i i·: v o 1 v ·j ;; ~ f '~ i 1 u r c t o p r o v i d c f o r c: h i 1 d r c n ) , .. 

cl i d r c p r f'. s c: n t s ~ i cl d 6 f c n d c.: n t i n c o u r t c: s h ·i s <. t t o r n c y . J r e c « 1 l 

sc:vt.·rc:1 other c21scs involvin9 Fz~ilurc to Provide Hhc~r2 Mr. Donald 

l! a .Y n e s d i ci c n t c 1- o n t h e p (t r t o f i.: h c cl c f c n d '' n t cm d > i n o n e p ct r t i c u .: 

1 c: r c c~ s c > 2 d v ) s e: cl t h 2 cl c f 12 n d c: n t n o t t o t « l: c b i o c d t e s t s • 

t o p r o v ·i d 2 c <: s e ) ) b o t h M r • Ho 1 p c r t c\ n C: Mr • D u r t. o n F r e t z o f t h e 

C • R . L . Ji. • h c: \' c i n cl ·i c 2; t e er t h c\ t t h e y \·/ c: r c r e p r (; s c n t ·i n 9 t. h e c1 c f e n cl << n t . 

office ·is <:pp2« .. r·in£1 on br.h.:11f of the: People of the St<ttc of 

..• 

(l f 1 ·i b LI r c ·i 0 c ,, r.d ()?. (; v . G ti(~ d 2 l u ;) e Just ·i c e c (Jul t . . ·------------------------------------J _____________________ J ___ _ 

Th "i s i s c. c r ·i 1:1 i n c: 1 ma t t c: 1' i n i'i h i ch th c C . R . L . I\.. i s <1 t t cm pt i n 9 to 

h 2~ \' e t h e S u p c r. ·i o f· C o u r t s e t c: ~ i d c c: I> 1 c ci o f £; l!"il t y e n t e: r e d i n 1 9 f, e 

by Vi r .-- Ca.rd o 7.Ct • Th£.> re \'! c:: s c1 n e i n t ere s t-i n g poi n t 1 n th <!t t. h c 

p C t i t ·i 0 n e 1' ( C Ct rd 0 2 ct ) C l <: i £:1 S n 0 t t 0 t; C <: b l C t. 0 S p C: ct k ) -1' (' a d 0 r \·/ l' i t E: 

. . 

E n g 1 i s ii ) ye t t h c p (' t 1 t i o n f o r t h e v: r ·i t ·j s i n E n £!"1 1 s h . T h c r c \·: '' s 

11 o E n f: 11 s h to Sp z: n 1 :. h i n t ~ r pr e t a t i o r1 u n cf c l' o '' th . Th e: re \'! c r c hrn 

(• •• • .rl r.I. -;' d ;, ',' ·'1 f _c:; c·.· ~ i. c". (; ~1.• P• c! ;1, fl(,? l tl"' .r ., C '- c:; 0 .r: "' ·, Ch (1 -i .r .r. r»~ t 0 ., n (l )0 !1 f· ~- 0f ! ., 'f , , " .., _ _ , ! c. l c 1... ~ l c « l ; I t <..'. 1 . <' • t . " ~ .<• " 

\'.-u·c diff0rcr,t fi'.Cts st<d:t:d in c<::ch cif the three crocui;lC~nts. Th-is. 
• 

is (··itli~r?. c<::~.e: c•f J1e:rju1·y or c)c:r)c;(:l error. 

ll n 1 t e c~ F (: r n \·~or Le: rs 2. l tor L 0 \' , c i'. r,: ;:~ t c, t ci· .. : n ~: n cJ cl 1 d r1 o t h <'. v e: <~ n 

1 n f <: c t , o n . c1 n e: "' ·. . .... 
Ci c c c: s i Ct n l n l • 
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c" s.-··y; c: \•! <· $ 1 (~ \ ,' 

by ·jn:·:t;2r;dc.·) pc1;,s·il11y thc:ir st~:f·J' to dci 1c:~!Z!f L'C1rL. On c1rt('. c 1 Cci~.· 

;:tt.onir:y 

c,., r ,_ .· ., (' c ~ (• l l- l « __, ) 

Jn .r"·ct I c' > 

/':. 

L <~ b c1 r 0 r C! <; n i ·· 
\ . 

. -
t . ,_ '· ( .. c r ' .. ). ·'· .. , ·'· r ' ' , •.• - ' ,,. ' 1: ' ' '· . . . . l l > f. . .. (" '· \·; 0 0 l fl .! J _, I (l 1 _<• l. L. ('.lo 1 P l- '-.'. (\ [:, U I (~ <..' ) l I l , } (: l. Z \', c; ~. ' \ (. l \ .>l. 

the 

z: n d t li e · o t h C'. r tv;o 

·. . 
c c1 n v ·i c t ·[ o n o f E 2: u 1 

. -
S 2u1 t ) 2: 9 o f o r a traff·ic of .. ${nee the 

ferise ·in the Guc<da!upe: thist·ic:e Court_, Mr. ·Farnsv;orth Cind 1-lr. rret 

ci f t h e C • R . !. . f\ h 2: v c b c e n f ·i 1 ·j n 9 u c: i1 y ci ·i s q u ct 1 ·i f i c: <d: 1 ci n s t1 g 2< i n s t 

. . . ' i ' t f ' ' .T , • \.bdf;e Ste·..:ctrti cc:us·1n£l unoue 10rc1s111p upon ·cne cour~ sysi;ei:L The 

.· 

ci n 1 y fJ r ci u n cl s f o r a s s e rt i n 9 s tJ c h d i s q u 2: 1 ·i f ) c a t ·i o n i s J u cl fJ c S t e •,·f ?· r \ 

o.1 ·1 c 9 2 cl 1 0 c k o f s .Yr;1 pct thy \·i i th th c, 1 e t tu c e s tr i k e . J u d 9 2 St c \'f <~ r t . 

.. 
p c o p 1 c o f (; u 2. d c; ) u p c \'/ o u 1 d h '' v e · n o · o n c e 1 s e . c:i s t h c i _r \.1 u d 9 e • H~ i 

c o n t i n u c=: .1 1 y s t r :l v i n g 

lt has been 

' ... 
to do an outst~nding job. -~ . . 
r,., \1 
",) e x p c r 1 c n c c th <: t M r . H c: y n e s , 

o f t ti e C • R . L • /\ . ) \·1 o ·u 1 d \'! r i t e f a 1 s e 1 c t t c: r s t o the [ d 1 tor of th c 

.. . . . 
p o 1 i c _v "i n t <: 1 l: i n Sl t o '-) u d g e s outs·idc titc r) r 8 s c n c e of 

' 
opposing. 

... 
c o u n s e: 1 . !-\ r . F r c t z , i n Ii i s c:: p p r~ 2 r 2 n c c: s 1 n c o u r t» h <; s b c c n v e r y 

. ~ 

~ (: r<i o t i o n <: n d 
. . 

<r 1 i c: I! ·- 1 c s (: 1 ct p fl r o 2. c h . ll i :. ~ p p c: <~ r c:: n c c: <: n d t h e: t o f h i s <: s s o c i c: t e 
f 

i r1 l i: c c o u r t s h c: r e c r c ~; t c c: \ 1 C! r v u n fen' o 1· ~: ~ 1 e: f c c 1 i rt o t o '.rt: r cl t lt c~ ~ . ~ 

- . 
ci 'f f 1 c c . l h i s "i s p <: r t ·i c u 1 <t r ·i y t r u e:_ \".' ·j t h r (: g 2: 1-.. cl s · · t o t h c 1 o ·n 9 . h <: 1 

.· 
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• . i ' ~ 

\.' (1 u 1 ,; 
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JJewis K. U11ler 
DiX'ector 
State of C2~lifornia 
Office of Econo:::ic Oi_'>portuni ty 
Departr.:2nt of llurc:an }ZesourcC:s Dcvc-JopDent 
800 C~1pitol Hall 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Dear Hr. Uhler: 

f..V\Di:r-:,;. C/~Ll!'-'O;~;ifA t:~·.-:.37 

"ft:Lt:f'liC>:·.\t:: c.7.! -~!C~1 

Dc~cc"~~cr 17 > 1970 

\. 

Att<:lched i.s the rcsp,)nse of Supervisor John W. Schd.tz Jr. to yon:r inquiry 
reganHng t11e 1971 refunding pruposal for the California Rural Le[;al !1ssis
hrnce. 

Also ai:i:<:ci1ed 2re copies of a letter c1atcc1 lfove;Eber 12, 1968 \·;hich \-:as 
directed to your office nnd a copy of Resolution No. 68-1. Although these 
docui::cnts c::re hot curn::nt, the cos::.cnts are still <1ppropriatc and reflect 
the grave concern of the 1<i1dc,cr;:i County eoa:ccl of Su?crvisors toward the 
opera U on of the Cali forni<l Rural JJez<!l f1:::sh:tance program. 



ning because U1is Board wished to give 2ny legitiRate and ~orth~1ilc 

the California Rur~l h2s b2cn given 

V icj_o·L;c,, ~J_y ll_,r_~~'.u"" J. !-s -,t.1·'-iio. r·'L'·y l"~O-,-.,<c"'' · ::-i.,-,c~ ~1,.; l i ! .. ,, - - - ,,,., -• ~ • L. (...;, . l-- - -- . l... I •· _,,; J-.;,;... J c...;,,_ ~ .t C.._ .. _ _,, ·-• L..-. to att~ck governraen-::.al 

O r. M1r::. 'i l"'C"' ··l·r·: ,::U"' 1 1 S -r·j 0'13· c· J..;. \,_..,'I..:· .... J..l. \--"-"- {.i,.,_ ..._ .... ~ .. \..- .. J, o:c t.he r5.gh-l-.s of the publ5.c, or 5. ts counter~ 

l'',1ri~YDr-i\;) 1 ncreo~ ...... ~\,...:.. .. ~ - .\.. -.. -~_, is 

~ont:c~~~u~l and tort litlgation. However, U1e California Rural Legal 

]\ssi~::-Cc.nce h<.~s turne:d so:i\e of these [?'20'[Jle uway .t-15. th the e:-:cuse of: 

arrogant disregard of 

r·l..~bl 5.c f u.:icJ s for the devious of 

-- 1---



1968, by t.he follO\·ling vote: · 

Dy ____ fJ!BD.~~--E~~~&..:~~~----·-··--·----------
Depu 1:.y Clerk 

Sup2rvisor Schmitz voted: YF.S .. _____ ... ...,,,._ ~-~ .. ......----

Supervisor J3alna.t voted: 

YES 
----,...,.-··-·~ ..... -~~ ... -. 

Supervisor Neufeld voted: 

Supervisor Cornwell voted: YES --------e>-.,._ __ _ 

_____ ·----~-~l:J39l~-;LB!:!}:i!':.'1~-- ~'····-·----· __ 
Ch<:dx·rn2.n · 

Board of Suparvisors 

'i'hc fo1:c9o:l11g ins·crL'.rne~1t is a b~ue 

and correc~ copy of the original on 
file 5.n· this office. 

Attest J2nuarv 4, - 1968 -----------... ·-·---~--------- --------~---_ .. ___ .. _ .. ____ _ 

... ~) ·-



CC?.lif'oi:n:'i_c. O:Cf:Lcc of EcCJr1o:xi_c Ol)l)Ortunity 
Sac:ce:<:c-~nto, C2~l:l.forn:l.e. 

Attention: Mr. George Goff 

Gentlemen: 

I have been l'2CJ1.J.e stec1 ~Go co;·;'.;,1ent 1·1:l. th. rct;<:L:Ccl 
to t1·1e e.ct:ivit:les and the op21~<d.-.ions of the loce .. l Ce .. l:if-~ 
o:cn:i.a Ru:ce.l Lsg2J_ Assists.nee off":i.ce.:. loo!:ing tov~[;_rd. -ci.n 
ev2 .. l1i.2 .. tion to be m<~c1.e H::i. th rege.r-d to the legal services 
wh:i.ch e.Te b25.ng a.ffordcd to those; 1·:ho c' .. :ce v.nr: .. ble to pe .. y 
for such services. 

Since insufficient time has been allotted 
fo:.c th2 puTpose o:.t:' r:1c:.king r:x1 :i.n-depth study c:onccr·ning 
the m.e.tte:c, I a-:r!> of nec:ess::i.ty.:. l:i.rnited to a report of 
the gross impressions of the activities of the local 
C.H..L.A. office. 

At the outset, it should be made ur@istc:Jrn.bly 
c1ea.r the.t I· hD.\re no quaI·:ccl ·vr:i th the premise th.:tt the 
1. .... ' - .!... ... -l-,1 , .ti - " J c ise.uv2.nt.q;ect> cne necci.y > L.nc pooT> 2..rJCl cnose i o:;: \·:nac--
eve1~ re8.son \·;!10 e.re un2..'b1e to obtc:-:5.n J.ce;<::.l sei-viccs by 
rec.son of lac}~ oI~ f:i.n~i.nc~.<..l ab:i.lj_ty_, are entj_tled to 
he.ve suc:h scrv:i.ces fu:rn5.shecl f:.t public expense.:. c:.ncl 
that such legal assistance should be capable> efficient 
2x1d cor~!pct.cnt. 

A s0rious question is presented, however, as 

\. 

to ~hether locally there has not been a dupljcation of 
S'2r·d_cc:.s_, h<'." .. v:l.nf; rer;Hrd for the fe.ct tht>.t jn civ:U. me.tters> 
ser,lj.ccs of the Stan::i_sle.us Cc»t.F2ty Leco.l !1.s:::;:i.::;t2,ricc a:ce 
e.v<..:l.12.ble> eo.nd in c:r::Lnin2J_ n.:~t.-t.ers, thC:! office of the 
Plt1-1l·ic D:-:lT(!r1(~C1-e js ~~1r1 il~ble ·~r·c1 ..1--;-1.,-t j11 fr.)n.i.. thc·1~·~ r.re ·-····-- _,. __ -- l.C..- . C.\ _..._ ..... c .. --- ) C· ... l t l-. <- .. <.•.vi., .. G c .. 

other services ,,;hi ch r::<~y ove:r:J..e.p _, but \·.'D~!.Ch al'C also 
. ., ~ -t . ""'".... . .., .I - • .J 

<'W[~l.t2o __ c ·co sor::e 2.11ect:;cet sco;cc:n..:.s 01 uur co;-r!1ffnn:1.cy 
when de~ling with pnrticular problems. 

Cont~'<:'.:r-y to polic~" st":.tc;ncnt;::; [~nd opinions 
:i.ss1.'.cc1 by C.H.L.!~. e.nd Y-E!~.te:u:·.t.0c1 f:r·o:-11 tj_r:·~c to tj_rn.:O! by 
counsel foi- C.1~.L.A., th~t it is not to bcco~e involved 



c.:~J:if(ij_T1:i.2. Of:'fj_cc of 

:l.r1 fc~c: t;c:r1c~c<~~-'i.::~nc~ cf~.sc:!3 or c:r~.2.cs :lr1 \·;!1:!_c:~-1 t:.!1~! st:c.~.te j_s 
ob1:ic;utcd to f\J_iT1j_ s'.·1 cou:; seJ,, the f2.ct is th<:'.t C.R. L.A. 
h?..s,, fj_'Ut: t:Lr~:e i:.o t:i..:r!e> ])c:r;,;:tr.tcd :;_n bcc:o;·'.·dnc; JnvoJvcd 
).n just 2.1:;_c:h l:inc1.s of c:.--J.~.(;s ~-;hen> fo:r' :cce.sons best 
l~nm·:n to t.h2r:-:s~:1veE:.,, thc:y clc:c:i.dc th8.t it is a p1'opc:1· 
CF!.Se to 8.SSU~i18. 

It has also been noted that in.civil actions 
:i.nst:i.tutcd bv the C.H.L.A. in beh2.1:l of CJne ·1';110 hv.s been 

" que.l:i f':Lcd to p:coc2(0:c1 jn fo:cn:e. pc.U}Y'~:C~LS c:~nd hc::,1 5.nc; ob--
te.:insd 2Xi o:tdc:c of the crn.J.:ct \'i<".:1 vins the u:;;'cJ.<-::.1 costs in-

• ~ J J ' ~ • t' .. ., . ..1 .1 • c:Lo.cn c co sucn p:coceeG.:i.ne;::-. > · nc:ce J. s no nc;3i ce:.nc:y co J.n--
cu-r exp2~-ise fol' se:rv:i.e;cs 1:1hich C:1-j.'e not nor;r;eJ.ly employccl 
e ·,rnn b"lr })·,-.-·L'''"·:· p 1 V l~.·lr- r; 11C'-•Q' 1 ·i· -{· ·j >'''.l''l· c- -C.•..t.1 t,) - - - V C. "--"'"-~--..; - _!C.,.,_ <.,:.\,.. -- V-·.;_:JCJ:-.l. r.,_) C 

It has bc2n noted also that the local office 
c..lmos t un:LfonnJ.y e.s s:i.gnc_; t;·:o J.[r·::yers to t!1c: prcr:>entatj_on 
0 ,.. 1r_-,..-," ..... ,("" -·~-'-" ·- J_ - ,_., ..... ,,.., "\-,.. .... ,). , _.,. (...,...!.,._...,,..] J_, """'·· ,,....,, ........ -~ .... b~ I Cc~·~fl C.cco::-8 \';..!. v!!CJLJ. l. l'<.:.:c,«.1 ll vO no,·; ·~-!.ui,;_J .G k1t-; Cc1 .• _,:_; T1l~'·~· e • 

In f'2.ct, I ha.VE.: on occ<.:.s:i.on c::.sl~ed of such cc.r,J_nsel \·;hy. it 
\'ic.s i..}·Iouc;ht nect::ss2.:i:-y to hc~ve t«·Io J.e: .. :yE::t'S IJI'c:sent :i..n the 
presentat5.on of s~nple matters and when informed that 
+}1-'Ls ... ,:.~ .J.11r:. p· .... l·ir·-- T ),,,.,,.,, ~.1--o~·eci' .1..(-,,,-•. ,,,. r·- ~.,..,.,..,.., .. -,!'-:.1.c·r'i v __ i,•,t..,...,::J. v_ ;..:.. lJ. ____ ....,.:i·:, __ .1c ... v i;,;. ~· i...,~ ..... l., -,. L.-~J.(. ... v <:..:.::-) c.11 -L.L!.\.•._.L c .. _ v.:.,;'"'. 

t oy·rJ·::_:.;;-(.\Y• I ·e·-:>'7;:•Y'(~c-~ ~11ch D"l"iC\T r,c- e-;:--1·-,·;;:u''F!Clrd r,_.,,..u' 8 c. ... .r __ ...... .._,'! ~-:;, _t;:t_, ... •-- .......... -..t -.....: ..... __ .L......, ....... _ • .; o,..._} ..... v ........... ~.C-.0 '-- ... --v c .... .i .. .. 

waste of public fu.~·1df.>. 

T'{!_c.~ clr";:;}' j.·,.1·-,-o-er><:JS-1(1n ;;r,·j·r,r'(l -fTQF1 o'oc~,-:.-,,..;7-)nv 
\;. ----~ -- -,,1... -· ,,__~ '-- _.__ ·-- 0C-.1._J._.._. - .... •. ._,...__..)_ .• --- (,.,..> 

the ci.ct~Lvit.5.es of ·u1e loc:<:-iJ. C.lLL.f~. of'i':l.cc is that 5.ts 
primary co~c:ern ap~ears to be with effecting social 
C "...- r-.~1r':"'r... r.y,., J.1 ('j, ow~:- -;._.i 'l"l~ 11-~ -,(- ....... ~:':)n c:r: r""1 ~. -..-...... _ er: ...!:"•. ,. - <·1· ,.t. 
.11c~, 0 1:_; c:.12Cl t_,[1~ .c.Lc)---'"<-1 ... ___ jl e .. 1,,1.c.:.:00-.::..__ p1.Lt1_10.:>-.:;S 0.J. c:.S.='.-Sv·-

ing tl:e :Lndigent ,hc..vc~ 2.pps.rently been lost si0ht of. 

Radical changes in the operating procedures 
of the: C.R. L. J\. c:.r·c nee es s2.1'y to cor:cect the c:;.;:j_st:i.ng 
s·i.i.l'<")-!·-~o-n -iT ti-iC QY .. -{,e--~r1'"·ll'r (-""'r·r-,.-..~., .... cr-.r~ rr·.-1 ·11oh .. J---_. oh-"c,... .• l' , ..... ·~ ·- "' -· - '. -- --0-. c .. --,) ,,·,l:-1-- ,. ;::-, , .. -... ... ,_ .;;: .. ,,_,_ • •-'---'- •. J \_,,-· 
tive:-:; ot· t!-1e C.R.J1f,l~. e~1'e to b~~ in:1)J_t:rnc::r1-(.ec1. 



i'L TIAL TRANSCRIPT OF REMARKS TO 
\~,&~THE SACRAMENTO PRESS CLUB, SACRAMENTO, 

CALIF., February 4, 1971, BY CRUZ 
REYNOSO, DIRECTOR OF CALIFORNIA RURAL 

LEGAL ASSISTANCE, INC. 

Lee me backtrack to the Sacramento and Washington scene. 
Just a quick thumbnail sketch. Back about October I got a call 
from one of our attorneys in Santa Rosa who said "Look, there's 
a fellow here from--we understand--from a friendly attorney,,called 
us from Lew Uhler's office and the· lawyer said the guy is obviously 
under an assignment to do a hatchet job on CRLA." I told him "Look 
you must be~mistaken. I met, about a year ago, with Ed Meese who 
agreed that if any problems came up he would give me a call or I 
would give him a call and I have had no calls from Ed." So we 
didn't take it that serxously. 

. ,.,...---· 

Then we started getting similar calls from our offices in 
othe~ parts of California and then finally, on about November 6 I 
thinX it was, we got a copy of what is to us, by now, the famous 
Lew Uhler questionnaire. This is a novel way of saying "Do the 
lawyers do a good job for their cl·ients?" Imagine the reaction of 
John Sutro in San Francisco if all of a sudden 3,000 letters went 
to San Francisco asking former clients and others how does this . _ 
leading law firm in San Franciso do for their clients? Do they 
really do a fine job? What is the.ethics of the lawyers? 

·• 
You know, Lew Uhler sa\.Y a questionnaire as several g;ues'tions 

dealing with the ethicsof lawyers and other questions dealing with 
that sort of important matter in terms of how a lawyer does his job. 
This is'> the first time in the history of the bar in this country 
that I have ever heard of that happening. What you do is if a 

. lawyer doesn't do his job there is ·a complaint, the bar has a 
committee that sets this out because you are dealing with serious 
matters. Well, then we knew that if Lew was willing to use that 
sort of tactic he was out to get CRLA and after that it became even 
more bold in what we heard. 

One of Lew Uhler's investigators went to our Madera office and 
met with some of our attorneys there after being seen downtown Madera 
·with the local District Attorney who introduced Mr. Uhler's investigator 
to our directing attorney by saying "Hi, this is so-and-so from the 
Governor's Office. He is down here raking folks over the coals." 
This is the sort of thing that we started hearing. 

As Lew Uhler indicated in one of his press conferences I'm 
a classmate of his -- you know I'm also a classmate of Ed Meese 
two of my colleagues saying "My gosh, Cruz, save us from you- former 
classmates." But anyway I cal],.ed Lew -- this was about two weeks 
before the veto -- and I wanted to see him. I came up, as well as 
Dan Uevapo (phonetic spelling) Chairman of our Board and we get with 
Lew about two weeks before the veto. We said "Look we get all these 
terrible phone calls and understand your people are all over asking 
very prejudicial questions and if you have something you are unhappy 
about tell us. And Lew said "Well, you know it is true we started 
_getting reports from our mailer and so on and we heard some good 
things and some bad things but it is really too early for me to talk 
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about it because I have asked a young lawyer by the name of 
Chickering to put this together and I am not really that 
knowledgeable about it." 

We said "Well( we really ought to know before you make 
recommendations to the Governor." Lew said "You will have a 
chance~to get with Chickering and go over those things before 
our report goes to the Governor's Office." 

It got to be Wednesday before the veto. The veto was,pn 
Saturday night and I hand 't heard, .from Lew, and by that time I 
called Ed Meese and said "Ed, you know I hate to go over Lew's 
head but I haven't heard from him. He said we would hear from ~ 
hi.m. and we are only to the last few days of our grant -- "What 
do you know about this?" He said "I really don't get involved 
in those things until the last minut~ when I get the report 
give Lew a call anyway." ·,,,,- . · 

So I called Lew a few days before Christmas. He answers 
11.Merl:y Christmas" and I said "Merry Christmas." Then we talked 
for a few minutes. He said "You know we are writing a report and 
getting together on it and I will be back to you" he said. This 
was Wednesday. I didn't know at that time that his way of getting 
back.to me was to issue a press release on Saturday night saying. 
some unkind things about CRLA. · ~ 

We went to Washington and saw from the very beginning ~hat 
the things Lew had put in there.were "hogwash" and we knE7:W that OEO 
would know they were "hogwash. w That's a polite American term 
for ot~~r descriptive terms I could use for it. 

·\ 

For example, one of the 12 charges was that our lawyers in 
·. Modesto had refused to accept service of process from the Stanislaus 

Bar A$SOciation grand jury and you know that was one of his charges. 
It looked terrible, what .are our lawyers doing not accepting service 
of process? He forgot to add a few details at that time that there 
was a law action in federal court case here in Sacramento tha·t a 
federal. judge had ruled that the grand jury had no jurisdiction over 
a federally-funded program like ours and that we should not accept 
.s~rvice of process. 

Now we also knew that we had called OEO when we got the service 
of process and said "What do we do, 11 It was their official position 
that there was no jurisdiction. They had called the u.s. Attorney 
who had appeared in court on our behalf and the judge had ruled 
there was no jurisdiction so we knew that what Lew had put there, 
the implications were completely untrue and we knew that OEO knew 
that. So we said "We are really lucky to have Lew say he is a 
lousy lawyer. We will go back.to Washington and kill this guy as 
a lawyer. " 

• 
' 
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So we went back to Washington and saw that OEO was not about 
to act on this and we really pressed them because our grant was 
about to be gone and then at the Carlucci hearings later, in a 
few days Carlucci announced that the Governor 1 s veto was to be 
sustained and no, he wasn't going to override the veto. It 
seemed to me I had heard those words a few days ago. But he was 
going ts>. issue a 30-day grant while he investigated all these 
charges and we were very unhappy about that because it seemed 
to lend some credence to things we knew and they knew were false. 
We really felt a little betrayed by OEO. So in 30 days they were 
going to check it out. •1· 

Then w~ started hearing rumors that they thought they might 
give us temporary funding and said "Look, get your inspectors out 
.and check those things out." They sent inspectors out here for 
about three weeks. They had about a dozen or more inspectors 
and checked these things out and the/result I think I can summarize 
fn this way. 

,,one of the fellows in OEO, and I won't mention his name -- I 
would probably get in trouble if I did ~- who was working on the 
report came to me when they had SP.ct finished the report about a 
week before the 30 days were up and he said "What would really 
happen if we got together with the Governor and went over his 
charges and showed him our facts, there's just nothing to them,.~ 
what do you think would happen?" I said "Listen, re would say 
'the details are wrong but the. conclusions are right'." I think 
that is exactly what would have happened and what did happen~ 

Eventually, I suppose you know from reports, we knew that OEO 
conclu8ed there was nothing to the charges with very minor exceptions. 
That was the recommendation to the White House. 

We have it on good authority that the White House had agreed 
with them clear up to late. Thursday or Friday sometime and something 
happened in that period -- I really don't know what then the order 
came down -- don't override the Governor's veto but try to save 
with CR~A any way you can. 

Then what happened was what normally happens in a crisis area. ,, . 

Poor OEO they fell all over themselves, they got together and had 
arguments at the office on whether or not wno had written the press 
release OEO finally issued~ because they had just refunded us for 
six months. It started out with the sentence "OEO today announced 
it was not overriding the Governor's veto" and some people felt that 
the Governor had written it for OEO. I didn't agree with that, I 
felt that he had just helped them write it. At any rate, we had two 
people in Washington. They were called up to the OEO office and were 
given the press release that had been written already at the White House 
They kept telling me "Cruz, don't worry you will be the first to know 
when we make a decision. They were given the press release and our 
guys sa~ "Is this a draft, is it negotiable?" And they said "Not one 
word can be changed.u So you see the orders were there. 
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Then a few minutes later they came down and OEO people gave 
our people the Governor's press release before he had his press 
conference. So really some great coordiration took place there. 

So then we were going to get money for six months. The 
Governo,r held a press conference and said "Great victory." Then 
Carlucci says "My gosh, we canft let this go down as a great victory. 11 

So then he issues in writing something called "Further answers to 
the press" and says "No, it is not a phase-out grant of six months 
and no, we are refunding CRLA at the 1971 level. No, it isr not a 
defeat for CRLA • " Poor Carlucci 'just kept getting into more and 
more trouble because they were trying to do the impossible. It 
ip only now that some of the people realize that the original grant~ 
for CRLA for 1971 called for us to set up a back-up center so that 
we can share our expertise with some 21 rural legal services programs 
because OEO recognized that we had peen so effective in serving the 
poor. So they put that money in 1971 and now we are in the process 
we have the attorneys and so on -- of setting up this back-up center. 
So w~th one hand they say well there might be something to the 
Governor's charges, therefore only six ~onths. With the other hand 
they say CRLA is such a great program we are asking them to help 
all these other legal services programs. So you know it is the 
sort.of thing that happens when people get tied up in their own 
verbage and decision making that is completely political, that has . 
nothing to do with the history of the situation, ·has nothing to do 
with the background, has nothing to do with the facts. 

Poor Mr. Carlucci, I don't think his name will ever1..be sent up 
to the Senate for confirmation in that job.· I think he will go 

· back t~ the foreign service after his year of noble service for 
the Nixon administration with OEO because he really has been a 
yeoman. My sensibility of how you do a job is just this. I would 
never allow my boss to make me appear to be a fool and a liar and 
you know it's pretty tough. So Carlucci has been what a friend 
of his called "a disciplined bureaucrat 11 and he should be rewarded 
by a high position in foreign service when he leaves OEO. He_is 
really .in a terrible spot and I really feel for him. 

I am sorry I have gone on nearly half an hour. I am sure 
.'you must have a few questions and I would be more than glad to 

answer. 

• ' 
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O. Have you any idea what the high commission in Washington 
will look like and what it will actually do? 

A. No, we do not, but we can't have any more trust in Mr. Carlucci 
and I am making a decision on the facts. We have trained counsel to 
represent us at that hearing. Mr. Carlucci in one of his several 
subseqyent statements said he would follow the recommendation of 
that body so he is out on record. So we have asked them for goodness 
sake, keept it public. We can't win this battle in smok~-filled 
rooms. We don"t have the political moxy the Governor does. We 
want this to be public hearing, we want everybody who has ~nything 
to say about it to do it in public and do it here in California 
where the ~lients and other poor people can come. But we have no 
"WOrd in terms of who is going to be on that commission. Whether 
or not CRLA is around after six months, federally funded, depends, 
in my view, on that commission. If that commission is, in fact, 
a high caliber independent commission and Carlucci does what he 
says he will do to abide by that decision we will be around after 
six months. 

,. 

O. "will you be around more than six ~9nths without federal funding? 

A. Well, let me say this. We feel that -- I have been in touch 
"'°ith·legal services lawyers throughout the country -- and we feel 
we have to fight this battle on the basis of whether or not the-._ 
American people are going to continue the concept that poor people 
are entitled to top legal representations with public funds. 
Therefore, frankly I am confident that we will be around after 
six months even without public funds but we.are leaving any special 
plans in abeyance because if this matter is handled correctly 
CRLA will be around after six months and so will the whole concept 
of legal services for the poor through public funding. 

Q. I don't think that is the question -- what is the concept of 
the way we are going to provide legal services -- I think the 
question is are we going to do it in this fashion? I think that 
.is the crux of the problem. 

A. The answer is that we really don't know, we just don't know, 
,9ecause when the Nixon administration came in it issued brief 
·statements supporting legal services and ~he concept of legal 
services for the poor. After about six months political problems 
come up and it has been back-tracked. We are going to urge Congress 
and it may be the Nixon administrations purpose also that a separate 
corporation can be established like the Science Foundation or something 
of that sort, that gets money from the federal government and then 
it is run on a non-political basis. The National administration 
may want that because it will get~:·them away from the Reagans in 
the world. You know they won't be able to put that press on them 
and I hope that is their position because it is certaihly ours. 
We do not believe that OEO legal services as we have known them 

_in the fast four years will survive in the future because decisions 
are now being based on the politics of the White House and not on 
the merits so that is what we are going for. 
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O. Who will the Board of Directors be on this program? 

A. The ABA is working on the plan. I am not that well acquainted 
with it except that I would have no objection to the people being 
Presidential appointees so long as once they are there they know 
it is their job to run that legal services program independently 
and not."·give in to the political muscles that certain governors 
might have • 

·r 

O. Inaudible 

A. Our actions have never been politically motivated to bait the 
administration. We have had many discussions about what might 
happen to legal services when you get a guy like Governor Reagan 
going after them. That's a lot of political muscle. The thing 
that we could most do to survive is not file those cases. But 
we have filed the cases because, frankly, they have been so clear 
legally .. Those cases we haven't lost and you can get the most 
conseivative judge, you show him a regulation and.show him a 
violation on that regulation and he is a judge, he has to decide 
what is before him, so we have won" those cases. Some cases .are 
more complicated obviously, hut the cases that have made the' 
Governor unhappy have been cases that, legally speaking, were 
legally, clear, so we as lawyers, in good conscience, could not 
turn them down. 

o. Inaudible 

A. Liberally oriented cases! My gosh, there have been cases that 
hpve helped our clients who are poor people. By definition those 
·are liberally oriented. I have always thought that justice and things 
like that were rather conservative. As a matter of fact, I have 
always thought, and I talked to a man high in public office, a 
Republican, in Sacramento, who said "I have argued within the 
administration that you people really are in the greatest conservative 
tradition. You are helping the little guys untie all that red tape 
and when the Governor ignores the law and that little guy gets 
swallowed up you are the people who have been able to fight back 
in that old Republican and conservative tradition, and apparently 
that is the theory that only holds w;;iter with this administration .. 11 

he said -- and he is a member of the administration --"only when •• they are out of power." You know we are really conservatives at heart. 
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O. I have heard you refer to representing the poor in the 
judiciary system. How do you justify sponsoring· legislation 
like SB 1061 and 1347, and having a registered lobbyist·up 
here in Sacramento? 

A. When the office was set up and let me say this, a year ago 
we had an evaluation of CRLA. On that evaluation that is done 
each year were two of Governor Reagan's people on it, including 
the head of the OEO office at that time, Mr. James Deasy. They 
commended our efforts for having the office here and said '('If 
there is going to be an input in' terms of these regulations and 
so on, Sacramento is precisely the place to do it. That's 
exactly what poor people ought to do." This is the Governor's 
representative speaking. That was over a year ago, he's got a 
new head of OEO with a different background now but when we 
_went to OEO before that was eet up/we also gave them a whole 

,. 
r 

packet of material -- opinions from the California Attorney-General 
saying it is a lawyer's job to represent his client before 
administrative agencies, before the court, or before the legislature. 
A lot of important things happen in Sacramento that affect the 
lives of poor people and la-wyers .have always had a role there and 
we, as poverty la-wyers, rightfully ought to have a role there 
~nd -r thought the Governor and his representatives had said 
"rid? on 11 until they changed their minds. That is the justification 
it is the lawyer's job. 

Q. Do you think that the job of California lawyers invol~~ CRLA? 

A. Absolutely. We were endorsed by the California Bar Association '.1,. I 

who ap'proved "our grant." Because they haven't gotten involved in 
a lot of this latter fray, but they passed and approved the grant. 
Since then and since rumors started flying that the Governor 
might; veto it the Los Angeles Bar Association, the San Francisco 
Bar Association, even the Visalia Assocation, the Sacramento Bar 
Association, Santa Clara Bar Association, Beverly Hills Bar Association, 

.helped me ·and we have other bar associations composing -- or -let 
me say. representing -- more than 50 percent of the lawyers in 
California, endorsed CRLA and urged the Governor not to veto us. 

#~hey understand, I think, we are doing lawyers' work. 

Q. Inaudible 

• 
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A. We also had endorsements -- first of all the .Santa Clara 
Bar incorporates our Gilroy office. Secondly we have an office 
going down there in Santa Maria and they endorsed our CRLA. Then 
I could go straight down. Despite the best efforts from the Governor 
and he was lobbying those lawyers. It was no accident that on a 
certaiIJ..: day the Marysville bar was considering anti-CRLA resolution 
and that morning, magically, the Governor's representative dropped 
by our office for a chat. That bar association defeated the anti
CRLA resolution and every place where this has come up, with one 
exception, anti-CRLA resolutions which were pushed by the dovernor 
were defeated and we had at least' 'two or three pro-CRLA resolutions, 
so that's ~he history of it. Incidentally, in Uhler's job he gets 
$~00,000 from the state government to give technical assistance to ~ 
OEO grantees. We are no OEO grantee and I think we will call upon 
Mr. Uhler to give us technical assistance because one of our jobs 
is to explain to the layman what lawyers do and how they function 
and Lew, as a lawyer, can give us some technical assistance along 
those lines. But it is not his job to go out and sabotage programs 
like·, ours. I think if he can't accept that job and do what he is 
supposed to do he ought to quit. 

Q. re OEO questionnaire (inaudible) How is it an agency who is 
existing on public funds can consider itself above answerability? 

A. We do not. I think everybody who is operating with public funds 
is completely answerable in public but we have to keep in mind also 
the relationship that a lawyer has to his client and I don't think we 
can jeopardize that relationship. That's what we have to guard 
against. I was in private practice most of my life and let me tell 
you I"did a lot more things when I was in private practice than I 
do as a CRLA lawyer. I am always doubly and triply careful working 
as a ·CRLA lawyer. Anybody can file a complaint against us at any 
time and OEO sends out inspectors. We have a yearly evaluation by 
OEO. 'The state is involved in that evaluation or has been in the 
past. This last one, you understand, was not an evaluation. We 
also have our own board of directors controlled by lawyers and they 
keep t~bs on what we are doing. We have advisory committees by poor 
people and let me tell you they are not at all reluctant to call me 
and tell me when they are unhappy with our lawyers. We have 101 

.# ~ontrols on our lawyers precisely because we have public funds and 
we have always said that we welcome a legitimate investigation of 
which we had about 12 in four years. We estimate that about $400,000 
have been spent on investigating CRLA and we welcomed them but we 
don't welcome a sabotage job like Lew's. 

O. This eval:;;ation once a year -- actually-it Js a continuing one. 

A. Yes. Why should I object to that questionnaire you are asking. 
Because that questionnaire was not even an effort to evaluate, it 
was a questionnaire that went into the relationship of a lawyer to 
his cli~nt. It was a questionnaire that was loaded. It said who 
are the CRLA people for? Are their cases politically motivated? 
They used that term. It was an effort obviously to try to run down 
anybody that felt against CRLA. If you are really going to do an 
evaluation of an office and a lawyer that is a delicate sort of thing. 
You do what I think OEO does -- you send people out there. You check 
it out pro and con. You go to the court and check out the cases. 
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Have they really been frivolous? You don't send out a public 
questionnaire with loaded questions. As I told Lew that type of 
leading question would never be accepted in court. You don't 
question people's ethics, it seems to me, in that type of public 
questionnaire. That is pretty tough stuff. 

Q. Do you think a person sent out from Washington to run an 
investigation can quickly determine better than someone w~o 
lives in that area? 

A. Absolutely not. They have st~ff people in San Francisco who 
spent full time not only checking complaints but going to our offic~s 
and so on. This is a continuing matter but you don't really do ' 

,an·evaluation of whether a lawyer is really doing his job with 
·this type of questionnaire. Remember the National Legal Aid and 
Qefender Association, a lawyers'group, condemned that as unethical 
conduct on Lew's part and Lew later, apparently in acknowledgement of 
that, said nothing he had heard or gotten from those questionnaires 
form~d any basis of the recommendation for a veto • 

• 


