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NEWS CONFERENCE OF GOVERNOR RONALD REAGAN
HELD OCTOBER 15, 1974
Reported by:

(This rough transcript of the Governor's press conference is
furnished to the members of the NewskCorps for their convenience only.
Because of the need to get it to the News Corps as quickly as possible,
no corrections are made and there is no guaranty of absolute accuracy).
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GOVERNOR: Good morning. I guess I can't tell anything about the baseball
fans here present with the Series divided at one and one yet. No chance
to see any gloom or doom or joy on anyone's face. I'm just as neutral
as anyone can be in this job.
Q. Are you going to get to see any of the games?
GOVERNOR: I don't think so.
Q. What's more important?
GOVERNOR: Just scheduling.
Q. Senator Cranston said today he has ﬁeen talkiné to Republicans about

the nomination of Nelson Rockefeller as Vice President, He said he talked

to” you briefly some time ago and as he put it received "an inconclusive
response from him as I did when I talked to him about Gerald Ford, he said
something pleasant but it wasn't an enthusiastic endorsement."” What are
your feelings?

GOVERNOR : Who did you say you got that from?

Q. Senator Cranston said that was your response to him when he asked you
about’the nomination of Gov, Rockefeller.

GOVERNOR: I don't recall Senator Cranston ever asking me, I don't know
anything about this. The only call I recall is he called me about wantinc
tq come out here and hold some kind of a conference prior to the Presidents
conference on.economicskand on the inflation problem and would I
participate and I said I thought that no, I wouldn't, I didn't think it
would serve a useful purpose at that time, that I preferred to wait and
see what the National Conference---what their recommendations were.

Q. You don't fécall talking to him about Gov. Rockefeller's nomination?
GOVERNOR: No. I don't think the subject ever came up. | |

Q. What are your feelings about the Rockefeller nomination now?
GOVERNOR: I don't think it would be proper for me to comment right now,
He is there before the House Committees; I have said all I have to say.

I have known Nelson for a long time, his record is there for anyone to see

We have had a cordial relationship.



Q. Do you hope he will be confirmed?

GOVERNOR: Yes, I think it would be fine if he were,

Q. In the ligbht of recent developments in the last week, Governor?
GOVERNOR: I am not going to comment further than this. When I say that
in answer to your guestion that it would be then that means that I would
hope that these various issues that are being raised would be proven to
have no validity but I am not going to comment when there are Congression:
committees that have to hear this and I am not present, hearing the facts
or knowing what has been brought up.

Q. Cranston said there was still some residual bad feeling from the
Goldwater campaign. Do you personally harbor any of that feeling or know
of the extent?

GOVERNOR: NO.,

Q, Senator Cranston said he was surveying Californing Republican leaders
to see how they felt about it. Now from your own knowledge of California
Republican leadership he said over half of the California Republican

leaders he surveyed were against the Rockefeller nomination. Does that

jibe with your own knowledge of the situation?

GOVERNOR: I have never made any effort, nor I couldn't give you any
figures or’anytiné of that kind. I have not discussed this matter with
Republican leaders and if I am a Republican leader I am one of the ones
that he didn't contact, inspite of what he says.

Q. With Mr..Rockefeller's nomination being in stormy weather as they;
are calling it do you think it would be wise for the President to start
loocking around for another choice?

GOVERNOR: You would have to ask him that,

Q. Would you be available if he asked you?

GOVERNOR: I am not gding to go beyond what I have already said.

Q. Mr. Flour;oy over the weekend said in a speech that if he is elected

he will probably repl§ée most of your mafgr appointments to state agencie

as heads. Do you have any reaction to that?

GOVERNOR: Anyone who is elected Governor that is his prerogative and

I am sure that everyone has his own choices and his own personnel whor
he would like to have help him institute his programs. And I think most
of our people‘here in government expect that. I am sure that no one
would want to feel that maybe he had someone who had a lingering loyalty
to anyone else., I can only say this that as far as might~have-been
this is one of the things I will be the proudest of, that we have brought

the level of the quality of employée to state government, that we have
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‘had here greater than at any time I have every known, here or in any
other state, We have been fortunate in getting men who were willing to
make a sacrifice and give up other careers and come here and serve the
people for a period of time and there is just no mathing the level and
I hope Mr, Flournoy hés the same thing in mind and I am sure he does,.
Q. What do you think about TIME magazine's decision to place Jef?y
Bro&h's pictﬁre on its cover this week?

GOVERNOR: Isn't there something‘about the curse of being on the fron t
of TIME magazine? No, I don't know, I haven't seen TIME magazine,

. P
Q. Why haven't you done any campaigning for Senator Richardson-as you

have done for otherg statewide Republican candidates?
Republican
GOVERNO¥: In my general pukiiz appearances I have included him and

referred to him &s the entire ticket. I "made myself available throucg
the Party, they have scheduled me and I just assumed that Senator

Richardson had his own campaign and didn't ask in that I have not been

asked to be, specifically appear for him at a fundraiser as I have

for Constitutional officers and a number of LegislatiVe officers, or

legisiative candidates.

Q. Are you supporting him as enthusdastically as you are other members
of the ticket? |

GOVERNOR: Yes. Even more so since the guestions here this morning.

Q. You said that Reaganism is an issue in the campaign this year,
particularly I guess at the gubernatorial level. If{FlSZrnoy and other:
Republicans are defeéted 2s the polls would indicate at this point would
you consider it a perso%al defzat ofayour philog;phy?

GOVERNOR: No. I think today with the economic problems confronting

the people I think there is a great deal of confusion and also a great
deal of apathy and there is a lingering apathy and in some areas
resentment on the basis of Wétergate, people turned off on politics.

I think thé thing feading some of the stories and the roundups on surveys
and polls, and so forth, that disturbs me the most is again the lack of
understanding on the part of éo many people of where to assess the blame
for the things that they resent right now, the problems-~~~inflation and
so forth---and by the sane tqken unable to assess the blame properly the
manner in which they will turn and support someone as a potential solver
of the problems who indeed has been part of the pfoblem. There is just
too much of this. This is why again I say I think there is a great need

for clarification not only in this campaign but for some time to come about

this system and how it works.
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I give a point if tuét%seems indefinite~--I was reading in one newspaper
the story this morning quoting someone who was complaining about the
problems and then used the term "time for a change" but they used

"time for a change" meaning that they were then going to support
Democratic candidates. Vhile I submit that if anyone wants a change that

is going in the wrong direction. Here in this state for virtually all

-~ of the eight years I have been here, the Democrats have determined, to

a large extent, policy by way of legislation and my greatest power has
been veto power. The few things, the major accomplishments such as
welfare reform that were major and we have been able to get, the property
tax reform, we bnly got by going to the people and forcing public opinion
on the legislature. They have no intention of changing. An example was
this recent Pension bill. When finally ﬁublic opinion made them aware

they could not withstand the scandal then they put their names on the
legislation to try and cover up and confuse the people that they were in
favor of rectifying the problem., At the National level, in Congressional
races, for forty eut of the last 44 years the Democrats have been running
the Congress of the United States and just occupying the White House for

a few years does not put the Republicans in charge. The deficit spending,
the inflation, the present tax situation are all Democrat doings.

Q. Lt. Gov, Harmer in announcing the meeting of the Economic
DevelopmentvCommission talked about the péssibility of helping the housing
industry and the amount of money available to be loaned. Why then did, if

P ;

he feels that important, did you veto the housing legislatu Fthat was

sent to you?

GOVERNOR: I vetoed the legislation that was sent to he because in most
of the states that have gone into the business of meeting some of their
problems by setting up semi-autonomous commissions with the power to bhong,
those states have lost their credit ratings for their:%onds. California
has the highest rating there is and the legislation that was sent to me
would have created a commission which would have the authority to handle
va half-billion dollars as they saw fit to make this available for houéing
and would have put the entire credit of the State of California behind

their doings and I just didn't think this was the way to resolve the proble

, w
- It certainly was not going to contribute to fighting inflation. To

indicate that the only reason there is a housing problem is because of
high interest rates is to ignore the inflated cost of construction today

which is probably worse than any industry you can name. People can't

afford houses today and it's not alone interest, They can't afford the
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cost of construction, period.

Q Governor, what is the way these things can solve the poblem of
housing in Califormn.ia?

Governor: I think the housing problem is like all the others; they are

all appendages to the main problem. of inflation. And we must lick the’

—. problem of inflation, and we'll find these other things will fall in

place. In the meantime, to pick out one sector of the economy and to
think by subsidy, you can go ahead and ease the situation there, while
ydu fight inflation with just one hand and ignore these things...you're
going to keep right on‘having inflation.

6] How would you liék inflation, Governor, in 30 seconds?

Governor: Cut the federal spending, and then do the thing the President
has asked for, and that is, review all of the legislation and all of the
regulations which are hindering business todayand restricting its ability
to expand to prévide the jobs our people need, and to increase productivity.
We have:the lowest per man~hour productivity in America today of most of
our foreign competitors. And this is an unusual thing, because fhe one
thing America always had going for it and that accounted for our high
f,standard of living was that we could out-produce, man for man, more than

any other nation. And that's no longer true.

Q Governor, if the President's anti-inflation proposals are approved

to halt p B e
and they fail/the rising inflation, would you feel a stronger duty to
seék the Republican nomination in 197672

Governor: No, I thought that your question was finally going to get
around to that. If a program is rigorously put into being with regard
to fighting inflation...including many of the things....I'm not in total
agreement with all the things that have come out as récommendations;‘l
‘do not support the idea of raising taxes; I've always said that that is
a counter-productive measure where inflation is concerned. But, if the
program is put into effect and Congress cooperates, and so far Congress
~has shown no indication to cooperate. And, again, I point to the majority
" party--the majority leadership in the Congreés——the denial of the simple
- request of delaying the pay increase for three months when the level of
pay in federal employment today, as an industry, as a group, averages
higher than any other industry in America today. This was an indication
of Congress' approach. And I think they're probably going to drag their
feet on a lot of other measures, The thing, then, if there is any »

conscience among any of us, the thing is to make sure that those who
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are responsible for breaking down the fight to inflation aré properly
exposed, And that we know who is responsible, and not simply say, a
'President's program d4idn‘t work, when no one tried to make the President's
program work, when they subverted it instead., Now, if that does not take
place, then God bless us, partisan politics and thé two~-party system is
functiohing properly in America and will cure inflation,

e Governor, speaking of the two-party system, in your travels recently
in talking to Republicans and making appearances, has anyone ever mentioned

£ ,
the possibility of a 'third party candidacy for you...to you directly.

Governor: No, I have just heard some general discussions around when
people are talking about wondering if both of the parties have sort of
lost thei: way, and this isn't a day for the new majority, and that sort
of thing. I've never héd anyone seriously sit down and talk to me about
guch a thing.

Q How would you feel about this?

Governor: There could be one of those moments in time. I don't know.

I read the polls like you do. I see the statements of disaffection of
people in both parties--the loss of confidence. And you wonder which

is the easiest. Do you restore the confidence or do you change the name,

S>r something. I don't know. I really don't. I still think that the
two-party system has served this country very well, and I wish the two
parties could revive an interest to the place where the biggest group

of peoplé wouldn't be undecided. It is the undecided, those that decline
to state, they're letting someone else choose their candidates for them.

o) Are you ruling out the possibility of yourself being involved in
something like that?

Governor: No, now, again, you're framing my answer for me. I simply said
that I don't know the answer or whether it has reachai?point where there
is no chance to revive the interest in the two political parties., I
really don't know, Right at the moment, I'm doing my best £o revive the

vehicle :

interest in my party as being the best/to what has to be done. Because

I think that everything for the last 40 years in social reforms and
,;xperiments that have been attempted by the Democrats have an almost

unbroken record of failure. They have not solved the problems, In

fact, they have become the problems.

o &
0 Governor, 1'd like you to clarify your stand on the third party for
us, please. You're not ruling that possibility out?

Governor: Well, not in the sense in which I'm télking about the natural

moveménts of people and things that go on. I'm not standing here advocating
. e



one or the other, I am saying there have been moments in time when new
parties were created or there was a reshift or a rebalancing between
parties. Whetrer we are coming to one of those moments in history I
don't know, I don't know how deep is the disaffection and the apathy,
“but I do know that when the Democrats only turn out 26 percent of the
vote in New York State in a Primary for the United States Senate there

is obviously, at the moment, something in our two-party system that is
not working. Now this could be a temporary thing brought on by the last
year and a half. I, myself, have expressed the theory that possibly
part of the disaffection of our obsession with Watergate in the last two.
years has been caused as much by weariness as anything else; that people
just are fed up with politics and they don't even want to talk it and
therefore they can't get themselves roused up to participate in a campaig
and that could very well be part of it. If so, time will heal that.

Q. You, like it or not, represent the leadership role for

a number of people, a great number of people in this country, who have a
certain conviction and philosophy 6f government. Are you content to let
other people do the searching for you, whether the party system at presen
is viable? Don't you feel that you have an obligagion actisély to engﬁir

whether a third party is neceSsary and whether this is the proper time?

GOVERNOR: THe obligation that I feel right now is the one that I have
embarked on and that is to remind the people of this country of what they
voted for in 1972. What they voted for, the philosophy and_what they
repudiated and I have used the term that that is a "mandate" and it is u§
to government to carry out that mandate of the people because I don't
think the people have changed their minds, they still feel that, in fact,
and probably feel even stronger about that mandate than they did them.
Now what it takes to enforce that I myself am appealing to the Republican
Party to accept that as an obligation and try and cafry on that mandate,
Q. If the disaffection and apathy is as great as you say it might be
therefore it would’require a third party candidate to carry out the
mandate, would you be that third party candidate?

GOVERNOR: This time would tell. If neither political party is going to
abide by the will of the people I think the people are going to find some
way to express that will. :

Q. Then you would put prinS?ple abo&g.pa;fy? I am asking that gquestion
for contekt.

GOVERNOR: Yes, Oh yes. I did when I left the Democratic Party and

( — /who
became a Republican. I have often quoted Winston Churchill gave the
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answer to your question, he said "Some men change principle for party
~and some men change party for principle."” I agree with him and believe
in the latter,

Q. How successful do you think your efforts have heen in reviving the

Republican Party so far this year?

GOVERNOR: I don't know, we'll know more’in November, we'll see.

Q. Would you consider the election to be a barometer of your success

in that area or is that just transitory?

GOVERNOR: No, I am not a candidate and obviously candidates are going
their own way and campaigning with their own issues.

Q. You said you are 0ppo§;d to a tax increase as a solution to inflation
- I take that to mean you are opposed t6 the President's suggest ion for a
surtgg.

GOVERNOR: Yes I am opposed. I have taken that ?osition from when I first
heard the report. I have said that in general I found many things in
there I do support, his wanting to look at the regulatory agencies, wahtin<
to reduce the cost of federal government. I don't believe that the
surtax is necessary, in fact I do think it is counter-productive. When
you have government that has grown beyond its bounds and should be

reduced in power and size and cost to increase taxes is to tempt a
legislature beyond its strength to resist because what you do is to
attempt to solve the problem by increasing the government's revenues

and government does increase its costs to meet revenues, not the other ’
wy around, and if you really want to cut government's costs cut off the
money supply.

Q. How can you criticize the Deﬁgcrats fbr‘not letting the Preéident‘s‘
prog?am run its course to curb inflation when you are critical of the
same prograﬁé; components?

GOVERNOR, No, this program is not so dovetéiled, it is not a plan, he
didn't even pretend it was a plan dovetailed together in which if you

t ook one little,piece out it all came unglued and I say that overall the
things that he asked for first of all to balance the budget and then to
reduce the spending in the next budget to where it is even a surplus
budget, to reduce in this year right now the cost of government’by, with
only six months to go, by $5% billion, these measures, to review all

the regulatory things to offer the incentives that he proposed, to iﬁcreas
production, because that is the other side of it. 1If you've got a money

/if
supply up here and a supply of things to buy down here you can raise this

up to the level of the money supply prices come down,
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When you've got too much money chasing too few products you continue

T

e

Q. Don't we heve the assumption that he can regulgfe Speﬁging b5hveto
powé?s, so therefore he can control that and that the surtax.....
GOVERNOR: He can veto some wrong suggestionsthat are made but veto is a
negative power, a veto cannot affirm well, for example, curbing the
regulatory agencies, and lifting the restrictions that are adding to the
cost of production but not expanding the ability to produce. You can't
do that with a veto, that depends on the Congress, and those are the
main things that have to be done,

Q. You mentioned your opposition to the surtax to the President in a
telegram I think the day before he announced the program based on
assum?tions. Have you communicated with him any further since then?
GOVERNOR: No,

Q. Are you opposed to the housing legislation which will likely get to

the President in the next few days to provide additional federal funds

for the purchase of homes?

GOVERNOR: I don't have an answer on that. I haven't checked on that, I
don't know what the program is or calls for.

Q. You talked about the mandate offi72M;nd your role of reminding people
of that. There is a sizable body of opinion that says that a lot of that

is a vote against George McGovern. If that is true, or if you think that

is true and second of all if it is true wouldn't that make a third party

candidacy along that line counfér-prodﬁétive?

GOVERNOR: Well, as I have said before my hope is, my plea is, that the
Republican party which was the vehicle which carried that mandate which
offered the program that the people, Democrat, Independent and Republicén,
voted for in such great numbers that the Republican Party will continue
to be that vehicle. |

Q. Any more questions?

A, Yes, one more, Do you think your wviewson cr;;e and punishment are
consistent with public opinion in view of the fact that the recent
initiative failed by a large margin, the one that would have outlawed
probation for certain offenses?

GOVERNOR: You meéan the initiative on the ballot?

Q. The one that failed to get on the ballot by almost 200,000,
GOVERNOR: Being married to someone who got thousands of signatures
herself I know something about that. That didn't get on the ballot, we

never once, we never met a person, nor has anvone she ever talked to who
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was also circulating petitions, never met a person who was opposed to\itff
But it proved agaih, in a state of 21 million people, you diéﬁkt hdve

any organfgation. Very frankly the peace officers organizations were
supposed to be taking the lead in circulating those petitions but we
found time after time that there were police stations and sheriff stations
that didn't even know that there were such petitions being circulated‘
and I suppose it comes down to that there was no effort made to raise

any money, there‘was no spending in the campaign, it was just left to
individuals who heard about it and there was just a lack of knowledge.

If there had been any way, any organization at all to let the people know
that there were such circulations, rather such petitions were being
circulated, I am sure there would have been no question about it.

It is a tragedy that they even had to make the effort because legislation
to do that has been introduced and has been buried in the graveyard of

law and order---the Assembly Criminal Justice Committee--~-where ithwill
be continued to be buried until there is a change in leadership up there
that gives yvou a committee of the kind that we had the one time when
there was a different party occupying the Speaker's chair, just the one
few-months time here in my years and we passed 41 pieces of anti~-crime
legislation that have contributed a great deal to our ability to enforce
the law; But the failure of this was just a thing ......

Q. Not well organized even though your name, the name of yoﬁr Attorney
~General Younger's name was associated with it? Also the California
Peace Officers' Association.

GOVERNOR: They asked Nancy to take the title of honorary chairman of this
and she took it seriously enough to work very hard and as I say she

got literally thouands of signatures, but as I have also said she never
met anyone that refused to sign. Everyone, and almost invariably, she
eame home with stories that everyone who signed said this was the first
they had ever heard of it. I saw no news of it, I saw no news stories
concerning it, certainly there was nothing ever appeared in the media
about iﬁ?nd it just died from lack of nourishment. I am amazed they
got as ﬁany hundred thousand signatures as they did.

Q. Could you yourself then have done more to publicize it?

GOVERNOR: * Oh, I tried to in places where I spoke I referred to it,

I called attention to it at Convention audiences I addressed, called
attention to it, and those people in the room heard me but the news was

never exactly headlined that I had inserted that into my speech,



Q. Do you blame the press then?
GOVERNOR: No, I am just saying it wasn't organized., There was no
real organized effort to do this. There was no money raised, there was

no means to advertise it.

Thank you, Governor.

# H# HF H OHH
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NEWS CONFLRUNCE OF GOVERNOR RONALD REAGAN
HELD OCTOBER 31, 1974
Reported Dy
Beverly D. Toms, CSR

{This rough transcript of the Governor's News Conference is

‘éﬁgnished to the members of the Capitol Press Corps for their

convenience only. Because of the need to get it to the News Corps.

as guickly as possible, anorrections are made and there is no guaranty

of absolute accuracy.)
===000=~="
GOVERNOR REAGAN: I have an opening statement here.
(Whereupon Governor.Reagan read Release No. 629.)
oF Governor, could you refresh our memories on how much those
funds are?
A Yes, I believe the incoming administration gets $125;000. The

outgoing administration gets twenty-~five.

) Yo%didn't send one to the Socialist Workers party, Governor.
&
(Laughter)
A Do they have a candidate? I thought there were only four on

the ballot. We goofed if we didn't.

Q Governor, how strongly are you supporting Bill Richiidson

for U. S. Senate? | |

A Well, I'm supporting the entire ticket. I have appéared af a
couple of fundraisers for him and have one more to do. And have done

an ad for him,

0 But Senator Cranston the other night hinted that he might even

have a tacit endorsement or tacit support of you or that he didn't think
you would mind if he won, and has evidenced the fact that some of your
strongest supporters have contributed to his campaign.

A Well, Senator Cranston is absolutely wrong,whether he has my

tacit support or whether I'm sitting back, I. think Senator Cranston is

one of the biggest spending senators in%he U, S. Senate. He was a
party as this session of Congress opened, he was one of 11 Democrat
Senators who between them set a new record in the history of the United

States in that the 11 of them proposed spending measures which totalled

‘a trillion dollars of additional spending by the federal government.

Q The Flournoy people released a poll showing him catching up with
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Brown. Do you believe in ggiig, and has this one occurred to you?
A Well, I don't believe you can ignore polls. We found that
there's == that taey indicate trends. AI don't think that they are
accurate to the percentage point, but I believe they also show trends

of this kind and evidently there is an upsurge and I hope it continues

/ﬂjand to insure his victory.
Q Governor, both Mr. Brg;n and Mr. FloG;noy have generally agreed
tnat there need to be changes in the areas of collective bargaining for
ukdic employees and the area of housing, and.more public members on

Consumer Affairs. These are the things that haven't happened in your

administration. Do you take this as any reflection on what you _accom-~

plished and what you haven't done?
A No, and I think there are differences between the two of them

on these points in collective bargaining. Houston Flournoy has

indicated that he seeks to find some better way to -- for redress of
grievances, and to work out problems between employees and government,
and we have been doing the same thing. Now, perhaps in thevtransitional
period, if he's the candidate and he finds out all of the changes we've
made and all of th%?fograms we've undertaken to bring this about, he
will bé@ﬁgOuraged by the progress we've made. His opponent, on the
other hand, supports collective bargaining that would permit public
employees to strike. Hugh Flournoy is opposed to this, and I think this
is an issue of this campaign. Because any man who would run for public |
office and endorse the idea of public employees striking, I think is
advocating something that is contrary to the public interests and to

the =- and is against the good of the people of this state.

Q 'What in the area of housing, Governor -- you vetoed that bill
and there alsoc both agree that there should be more public members on
the Board and Consumer Affairs department. My basic question is, how
does this reflect on your administration?

A Well, again, I don't think that they -- in the area of the

Consumer Affairs department, I don't think they are aware of the lead

that we have taken and the steps that we've taken in these last few
yéars to do exactly that. And to have more public representation. We
were well aware that the tendency in any government regulation is for
the regulators to need regulating. That the regulators pretty soon

begin to represent not the consumer as much as the requlated industry.

And we have taken steps and we have made great strides in that way, and

-



I think that either one of them =- I know that Hugh, in his own job,
has not been privy to all the things that are going on in the administra-
tion, and -~ dow. at the department level. But he will find out that

the Consumer Protection Agency in California is truly outstanding in

the country. There is no other state that has anything like it, and
we literally have laid &own rules with regard to product quality,
consumer safety that have affected manufacturing for the whole country.
We have served the purpose in protecting the whole nation in such things
as fireproofing of upholstery fabrics and things of that kind. We

have a very strong and a very effective Consumer Protection Agency in
California. Now, -in the housing thing, with regard tothe bond issue

here, perhaps we have some disagreement. It is very easy to look only

~at the one thing and%he slump in housing and the fact that there is --

there is a slump and housing is not going forward in California. But
thre has been no determination yet as to whether part of that slump

might not be due to over production, I know we were warned two years
ago that we were going to be confronting this because thére was a
tendency to -- to overbuild. But the bond issue that had come to our
desk and that we vétoed was one that would have, I think,; endangered

the credit rating of the State of California, but it also would have
created an autonomous agency that would have had bonding power and the
full control =-- not elected representatives, they were not elected,

this autonomous agency would have Ead the power to spend a half a billion
dollars and to float more bonds and to do what it chose to do with that
money . Now, some other states have fallen into that ttap to their
SOXXOW, They have lost theirkcredit rating for doing it and they have
found that they have built monstrous costly'prOgramé. And we are as
concerned as anyone else about housing. We have felt for a long time in
this administration, however, that the federal government had pre-empted
that field ==-in thé field of both subsidizing, with the exeeption of

our veteran's program, which is a very successful program.

o

o o o
o] Does it bother you that even the Republfzan candidate is talking

o o . . :
about changes far beyond what you have accomplished in vour administration?

A No, because I expect any candidate -- no one is going to be a
rubber stamp. Every candidate has his own views on things and his own
priorities and they are going to vary. I would say that basically
Hugh and I have no philosophical guarrels. I might disagree with some

trend that he would make, I'm sure that he in the past has disagreed

—



with somé of mine. On the other hand, I feel in some of these actual
particulars that there's been no opportunity for him to f£find out, as for
exampke, the Consumer Protection Agency, that we are already --he mav
find that all ne needs to do is continue and carry on what we have
already started in that regard. I'm not going to say that it is easy.
You get resistance from the people that are already there when you start
td make changes in government, particularly when you are dealing with a
bureaucracy.

Q And, Governor, Mr. Flournoy hasn‘t been -- cited your record

or yourself unleSs he's asked about it. He hasn't really praised your
imunistration except when the question has been raised. lle seems to
egard it as somewhat a burden on the campaign trail. Do you get this
impression or not?

A No, I havén;t gotten that impression at all. In fact, I read
some of you writing about one of his appearances on the University campus
where he took the mound about what our support and aid to education

had been in spite of the fact that this was displeasing to some students
who hadiubeen well indoctrinated, I'm sure, that we were tearing down

the universities and the educational institutions, which -- and he pointed
out that was not true. No, I haven't felt that. But I believe that any
candidate -~ he knows in a situation of this kind that he, being a member
of this administration, 1is going to have his opponénts attack him on the
basis perhaps of being a carbon copy or rubber stamp, and he has to in
‘the campaign establish his own identity and that he is his own man and

I favor his doing that.

Q You don't agree with Jerry Brown then that Floﬁ}noy is recycled
Reaganism?
A No, as a matter of fact I don't agree with Jerry Brown on almost

anything, and certainly not in the lies, distortions and misstatements
of fact that have characterized his advertfgéments, I know he's been
runhinq against me, and I find that his ads are pretty disgraceful in
the things that == their inaccuracies, and as I say, they are outright

falsehoods.

Q What falsehood, Governor?

A What? Well, here is the ad about how much the Governor of
California is paid and he makes it sound ‘as if he -- lives at a Rockefeller

level, and then he says ~- and he grew up, of course, living on that

same pay scale, or his family, and all the emoluments that go with the

gy
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office, but then he says == comes out with the fact that Hugh Flournoy
wants a 20 per cent raise for the Governor. Now, Hugh Flournoy
specifically, when the proposal was made in the legislatﬁre, it did
not come from the eéxecutive branch, that there Should be an increase
in pay for constitutional officers,‘Hugh Flournoy specifically agreed

with that program except that the Governor's office should be exempt

and not get an increase iﬂéay. And that's one. If you want some
others ==

d What about the Governor's Mansion, Governor? Jerry Brown says
he won't live in the mansion. Do youfthink it is prudent to go ahead

with that?

A Yes, because I think it is being built for governors for a
hundred years to come. And it has been a need for forty vyears. Now,
here again, I think are some of his inaccuracies. He charges that the
mnsion is a Taj Mahal that is going to contain sauna baths and wine
cellars and so forth. There is nothing of that kind in it. Now, he
grew up in a house in which there was a wine cellar and a house that
was 4,000 square feet bigger than the one that is being built,and that
was provided by the people of California. This is another one oflhis
inaccuracies. And I think the residence should go ahead and if he
chooses not to live in it, well, fine, it will be just nice, brand new
and spanking then if he should be the Governor, for the next Governor.
that comes along, but I'm hopeful‘that he doesn't have to make that
decision.

. Cefeasan) .
Q Governor, what do you think would be a good gutcome for Republi-

cans next Tuesday and what do you think would be a bad out -= in other
words, what would be the best Republicans could hope for and what would
be maybe the worse they should feel, both in the state ==

A I1'd like to see the Governor win the constitutional offices.

I would like to see them improve their position in both the Assembly
and the Senate. I know that we can't achieve a majority in those houses.
I think we can come so close in the Senate that we do have a checking
power and certainly an upholding of veto power that we've had in these
last several years, and that veto power has saved the people of
California over $16 billion dollars. I would like to see that. I
know that at the national level} in the off-year elections, the party
occupying the White House traditicnally loses about two score seats.

So I would like to see the Republicans do better than that. 2And lessen

the majority and certainly keep Mr. Meany from getting his veto-proof
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Congress.

Q Governor, what do you think thet President Ford's visit to the

s tate tonight wil’. be in light that Grand Rapids, Michigan,éis own home
towp, had a great deal of mixed emotions about what he could or couldn't
do for the party?

A Well, he's coming to California for a fundraiéer, and there is
no guesticn that the Republicans have not been able to match the
excessive contributioné that our Democratic opponents have had. And
we donti:have any candidates who are getting a half a million dollars from
two contributors, So he's sﬁeaking at a fundraiéing dinner and the
tickets have been sold on that basis, and there is some pretty practical,
good that's been done already. Et-means that our candidates will be
able to continue down to the wire. We have never been able tdﬁatch our
o pponents in the flood of advertising they have. For examplei Bill
Bagley's opponent has just signed up for an additional $150,000 in radio
and T, V., ads, Which means that when the campaign is over and the
accounting must then be made, after the election, we are évidently going
to find that someone has chunked a big sum of monéy into his opponent,
that Bill can't match.

Q Governor, why does the President‘have to come in? You are the
Governor, you*verbeen popular., Isn't it enough for you to just stand
up for these candidates in California?

A Well, I've been standing up for them. But also there is a
little thing in show business that you know, how much of the people =--

how often are the people going to pay money to see reruns,

Q Are you speaking of yourself in that instance?
A Well =-
(Laughter)
A Well, I have doné two statewide, very successful fundraisers

in this campaign. i have done a number of smaller fundraisers for
individual candidates for the Assembly and the Senate, foi the Assembly
and Senate caucuses. One each for at least all of our candidates in
the constitutional offices in the Senate and there comes a peint in
which you are geing to have:sanother fundraiser, you bring in outside
taléntc Just as I myself have been outside talent in other states to
the extent that I could kave the state.

Q Is that any reflection about how difficult the election is going

e &
to be for Republicans, you need the President to come in?

A Ch, no, I think he's been campaigning extensively. I think



this is in a pattern, and again I'm not going to deny the fact that in
the follow -- over the last two years there is a great apathy and
affeéting both parties, but for us it is worse because we are a minority
party. We can't afford to have our people stay home. And all of us

are doing our utmost to convince the Republicans to get out and go to the
polls.

Q Do you care to comment about a statement you reportedly said

yesterday that the lyd&h mog/should be satisfied with Richard Nixon's

turn for the worse?

A I made a remark that was overheard by the press privately to
someone else, and what I actually said, and said for public dissemination
;;dl repeat, I was gasked my comment regarding the health condition &f
‘the former President, and I said I inténded to pray .for him.  That I'd
been doing, and intend to continue.

0 Governor, in that same context, do you think the President's
critical illness will generate or elicit a sympathy résﬁonse by
fovikSovans e
Repbuteatns in California, say, Tuesday?

A I have no way of knowing. I haven't even thought of this in
connection with anything to do with the election. I just hope and pray
for his family that he is shortly recovered from this.

Q Governor, talking about fundraising, do you have any

balance left in any of your funds or your accounts from fundraising over

the years and if so, what are you going to do with them?

A I don“t‘think 50, We've == you are talking about the fund
through the State Central Committee that has paid the expenses for my
campaigningﬁ so that the taxpayers don't have to pay for it?

If there is anything left, it will just simply revert to the State
Central Committee, because it is == through their hands.

Q Governor, could you clarify once and for all where you stand’on

possibly a_ third party? Could you say is it a possibility or is it not

a possibility for you in '767? Give us a yes or no on it.

A Ladies and Gehtlemen, you had me in that hypothetical discussion
here a couple of weeks ago, and I thought I was impervious to surprise
any more, but I must confess to being guite surprised at the positiveness
of your stories about what I thought was nothing more than hypothetical
speculation on the general subject. And I have thus learned my lesson

and I'm not going to join in any more such hypothetical discussions.

I am going to do my utmost for the Republican party and to convince as



many people as I can that this party and what it stands for is more in
line with th%%opes and dreams and aspirations of the people of‘the United
Staﬁes than the “.eadership of the Democratic party, and that has been
proven by an actual study.

Q Well, the talk of the third party, Governor, seems to be coming
from Republicans in other parts of the country. They have been telling
political columnists and newsletter people about this.,. Do you think

it is wrong for them to speak out on the third party then?

A No, that's -

O That‘s where it coues fror.

A If you want to ask them about that, you're going to ask them about
that.

Q Governor, you as ~=- going around the country you mention you find

a great deal of apaghy on both parties and perhaps this is part of the

problem of the Republican party. Wouldn't you term it more shame and
disgrace for the Republicans, particularly across the couhtry?

A No, even though there is a story in the Wall Street Journal this
morning about a man who has said that the outcome of the election, if
there is one, certainly will not be a mandate for any form of government,
that it will be punitive, that there will be people who think that they
are somehow being punitive about the whole recent affair by simply
skaying home and not voting. I think those people are -- haven't given

a serious thought and they don'trrealize that you don't -- you don't

cure a problem by sitting on the sidelines. Yo%@et in and participate,
if government by the people is going to work at all. T think the concern
of everyone on both parties is an extremely low turnout and a lot of
people just ignoring it. I, myself, believe that there is probably

less of a shame element or anything of that kind in it than there is just
an emotional exhaustion. An election year -- as I described before,

is sort of like coming up io the big game and people have to get emotionall
aroused. It is not an intellectual exercise, purely. People get
whipped up to support of candidates and they want to go out and work for
them and their cause, and support of a team spirit thing, and I think the
last two years -- and if I put this in show business parlance, why, I
should just have to do it. I think that we have emotionally exhausted
them, We have hammered and hammered and hammered on a political

theme that has dominated the news for virtually:two years, and thefgééple

just == great numbers of them just cannot bring themselves up to getting
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excited about more political activity. And this, I think , is the
greatest danger and the greatest thing that's come out of the whoie
Watergate session..

Q Whose fault is that, the media‘’s or is £t the Republican party's?
A I don't think it is the Republican party, I think it is a
national problem.

Q Who brought it out? You said hammering, hammering, hammering,
Are vou talking about the media?

A Well, certainly, I think there bas been an obsession with that
that might be out of proportion to its actual news value in a world that
is on the brinéjof war half the time, and that has even had wars during
this particular period, and had this country participate in settling

and stopping wars, then maybe there's been an overbalance.

Q To return to President Ford's visit, Flournoy has said that the

visit, he thinks, will do more good in terms of fundraising than it

will do in terms of persuading anybody. In other words, the implica-
tion béing that the President's powef/of persuééion or”brediﬁzlity with
the voters is not thé% hi;ha He thinks in California -- he doesn't think
anything the Presidentksaid would convince them. Do you care to comment.
on this?

A There is a Gallup poll that shows the President's rating -- job
rating has gone up in people's mindsa’ No, if I could guess, and it is
presumptuous of me to try and interpret through a third party what is
supposed to be his view, and he's the one you should ask, but I think
that probably he was saying what I said before, you realize that when
someone comes and speaks at a =-- at a fundraiser where the purpose of

the meeting 1s to gather people to fund the campaign, so you, the
candidates, can get to the voters, that's a little different than coming
in to mass rallies in which the wvisitor, the speaker, is there aimed at
winning votes. And in this particuiar instance the choiee has been made.

The President is coming to help secure campaign funds.

0 What do you think is Ford's credibility as a political spokesman
or as a == as a persuader, in those terms, in California?
A Well, I don't know. As I say, the polls indicate a majority.

of the people support or give him a faworable rating on the job he's doing.
And the =~ how much an office holder of any kind, be he President or
Governor, or whatever, can do in transferring people's allegiances to

vote for someone else, I think it‘svbeen%roven too many times that -- that
J
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you can't do that. That you can't transfer your support, for example,
to someone else. You can do two things. ~ You can help them get the
means of attract.ng a crowd for them to convince the people of their
candidacy. You can help them raise money and you can discuss the

issues and in a campaign such as this, one where the =~ one candidate

has been so thoroughly dishonest, you can hopefully reveal to people his
dishonesties and the claims that.he has made. I happen to have here the
scripts for the variocus ads that have been on because I've been so

concerned about it., I'm concerned about candidate Brown's ad, for

example, where he talks about how he has proven with the efficiencies

in his office, as Secretary of State, and his economies that he is
equipped to run the state. Well, here is a state government in which
wehave held a number of state eﬁployees virtually even for eight years.
Btt he in the last four years has added 58 per cent, that's a 14 per

cent a year increase in the number of employees, and a 121 per cent
increase in his budget over a four vyear period. And you can go down
through all of his ads, inéluding the one where the man is claiming

that he has the endorsement of the police forces in this state because
he's a law and order candidate. And he is not a law and order candidate.
And right now in Los Angeles policemen are signing petitions by the
hundreds demanding'the recall of their official ~=- their organization's
official, who is on the air with that ad because the membership was never
polled. That a rank and file law enforcement do not feel that he is a’
law and order candidate, they do not support views that are contrary

to capital punishment, that would legalize marijuana; that would do

some of‘the other things that he intends to do. So this == angone can be
helpful in campaigning, is to reveal‘those falsehoods;

Q Governor, what do you think of the prop;iety of the generous

gifts Mr. Rockefeller gave employees and friends?

A Well, now, that's going to be determined by the Congress and I'm
sure that they will find out whatever purposes were served as to whether
this is nething more than generosity involved, or where that might
reflect on somebne holding public office and I feel it is like in a
trial, I'm not going to comment while it is before those committees.

Q wWhat about the propriety rather than the legality of it? Do you
think it is proper to do something like that?

A Well, you can give a gift, if you've got.it, to anyone as long

as you pay the gift tax on 1it. And apparently he paid the gift tax on
it. s ] (o



Q So then vou condone it?
A Now, vou ask guestions and then when my answers displease vyou,

you attempt to pronounce an answer which you will then pick up your pen

and write down in your notebook there. I didn't say that. I said that
decision will oLe made by the Congressional conmittees. And we will be

bound by their decisions and while it is before those committees I'm
not going to comment.

Q Governor, vou recently -- the Supr@ﬂé Court of the United States

” »

-
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has agreed to hear another case concerning banning capital punishment
once and for all. They have had the *72 landmark decision which has

put some pretty tight restrictions on it. How do you feel about the

possibility?
A Well, I hope that they don't -~ I happen to be one who believes

and I might say sadly, I'm sorry, I remember writing a term paper opposing
capital punishment myself at one stage of my education, and I have sadly
come to believe that capital punishment is necessary. It is a deterrent
and I hope that the Supreme Court does not make a decision —-= they

made one that I believe this state has complied with, that you must have
specific crimes for that pkuidmrryyresnfxamdyxrxxxwsEsixetylxir punishment
and must be egual with regard to those who commit those crimes. Equal
justice, and we met that with legislation. and I hope that's upheld.

4] Governor, Alan Post recently has come out with a final fiscal
report in the current fiscal year showing that your final 152t budget

is up to lﬁfé biiii%; &Giiﬁrsg which is 900 million above a year ago.

And that's pretty much the biggest increase in any year that hasn't had
‘ ~ . -

o

a tax increase. low doés thit jiée with vour cut, squeé%é and trim, and
your original budget which is about like 9.8 billion dollars?
‘A I tell vyou, Qné of the reasons it jibes is here again, such as
back in 1970-71, when we had the economic dislocation that was called a
recession, we've had scome problems. There are some built-in factors
of cost-~of-living increases in some of our wélfare programs that in spite
oﬁghe great success of adding a couple of hundred million dollars of

’
unexpected costs and we are not -- were not anticipated, but that is due
IpurelyAta the rung&ay infldtion that we have, we still are on cut,
squeeze and trim and we still are going to leave the inmcoming governor
a balanced budget, but there is a period in inflation in which for a
time government enjoys a benefit, government begins to get the benefits

from the increased prices and the increased salaries to meet inflation

]



through the sales and income tax. But then government's costs go up and
suddenly vou begin Lo get caught with the ingreased outgo. And in this

alg. had the economic dislocation that has accompanied this

inflation. The increase in unemployment insurance, because of the
increase in cmployment The increase in == I've said, in these welfare
programs., But no, we're still well within the bounds. It is not

going to be easy, it is going to be the continued struggle to try to main-

tain a balanced bud gmt '+ means there is no slack in there, in the

coming year. But I think we've been ~- we've been successful with our
Programs.
Q Do vou happen to know if that 10 -4 biliion would have flt w1th1n

e v

the cellwng in your Prop. 1 that failed?

K

A I think it would,

VEENE ORR: Governor, the last time we figured it, when the
budget came down in June, it would. I have not completed figures since
then.

A And if it didnitg, sthis would come under the very provision that

was in Proposition 1, that a natural disaster or an economic strain was
provided for on a temporary basis. ‘Bu§1 think -= I think it

still would come within because we were well within the earlier =-- before
these last figures hit us, about these additiconal costs.

0 Governor, did vou say there was some sort of study which
Republicans are superiocr to thevg%gggﬂé 57

A Mow, I'm glad you asked that. I hope that I'll see you all
reakh for your pencils and start writing, making notes.

I come by the -- the exercise that you do physically with your writing
arms, I've come to know what I can expect to see as the outcome of these
press conferences here, so why don't you just doodle anyway, while I'm

talking, it makes me feel better. I'11l think you are busy. Yes, there

was a gcholastic study made in the east of a 1972 election, and the

phileseophical differences. They took several of the key issues that are

theﬁssues still confronting us in the country, and they have done a survey
£

of the rank and f£ile membership of the Democratic party, and what their

yiews were on how to solve oy resclve those problems.  They then did a

gimilar study of the ﬁelegates to%he two national conventions and found
that the delegates to the Républican national convention in almost
identical percentage points were in agreement with the rank and file
membership of the Democratic party as to how to solve the problems.

-] Do



Q The Democrats?
A By contrast, the delegates to the Democratic national convention

were at the oppocite ends of the poll from the rank anﬁ%ile membership

2

of their partv. Which probably explains why millions of democrats

)

crosséthe pax in the greatest landslide we have ever known, and

I think those and those views still remain the same.

- Q Who made

A This is an eastern university. I*ve got the notes, I'd have to
look up which one. One of the eastern universities and this was a scholarl:
{g;;;@ it was not a Qﬂilsﬁer or anything doing it. And this study has
been made a public -~ in academia, circulated among political science
authorities and professors, about this oddity. I could add%ne
additicnal thing they learned, that within the Democratic convention
there was a -~ an even greater difference between the McGovern delegates
and the othexr delegates.  But all together they were totally out of step

with the rank and file of the party. The McGovern delegates were more

s

P

out of steprwith the rank and file of the party.
Q Did that study say anvthing about the selection process that

perhaps caused that?

A I don't know. I've only seen this summary of the study, t
haven't -=
Q Governor, on that selection process, I want to ansk vou, do vou
e .
personally favor for E%?'ﬁ&Ving the Republican delegation from Californins
e :

o . - ‘ e o o
elected on a winrer~take-all or pxo§a151@nal to the votes of the varioun
candidates in that =- in that primiry?
A Well, I happen to be one who's always believed in primaries and the
winner take all idea.
Q ' Because I?&daxstand that you helped change a bill that was moving
through that would have -- in this past session which would have made it
strictly porportional representation, although the bill didn't --

VERNE ORR: That was a bill which affected, I think, only onrne
party and only one election.
A I think so. I think this was a bill -- I think the Democrats -—-
Q They got through -- one was stalled and the reason it was stalled
was because you objected to pure proportional representation. But anyway,
you do go for winner take all? |

A Yes, I've always believed that,

-] 3
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0 How do vou defend that ageinst the charges that that doesn't
reflect the total vote and people who might get like a 45~55 split, that
sort of thing?
A oh, I don't know, I just think that it's worked pretty
satisfactorily in our system.

VOICE: Thank vouw, GOvernor.
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NEWS CONFEREHRCE OF GOVERNOR ROWNALD REAGAN
HELD NOVEMBER 7, 1974
keported py:
LBeverly b. Toms, CER
(This rough transcript of the Governor's lews Conference is
for the convenience of the iHews Corps only. Pecause of the need to
get it to the News Corps. as rapidly as possible, no corrections are
made and there is no guaranty of absolute accuracy.)
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GOVLRNOR REAGAN : Good morning.

v, Qutside of that --

A What?

0 Outside of that, how did the week go?

A Well, it's been most pleasaﬁt. I'm getting over the Dodger

degfeat and series.
G Governor, Mr. Flournoy yesterday said that if President HNix ==
President Ford had not pardoned Mr. Nixon that he might have won the

governorship. I wonder what your thoughts are about that theory.
A Oh, I don't know, anyone can angiyze it any way they want to.

' (Gereral) ' , , . -
I think the election obviously was -- that the whole atmosphere of

waterjate was -- was involved and there wasn't any way to overcome it.
Q Well, would you -- count that as a specific factor in the
defeat, Governor?

A I haven't tried to analyze it, that way. I imagine that there
will be second guessing on a lot of sides -- on all sides as to what
could have happened ahd where things could have been different.

o So you are not willing to say definitely thet thnt was a major
factor?

A Well, no, because Iv-- I didn't make any effort t?%igure it out
that way. I just =-- the vote was in, it was an extremely close

race, You can lcok back and wonder if you had done this differently,

if you'd done that differently, or what might have affected things.

Q What might you have done differently, Governor?

A What?

9] What would you have done differently?

& Well, the only thing I tried to do differently, I couldn't do,
we couldn't get the tile. Znd that was -- I would like to have

s ¥ o - § 9 » » '{ c‘/.
participated to the extent of expressing sorme views on television,
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¥ vou coulan't get the time, Governor, is that whab you sak

Ao That's right.

% Wiy not?

e We couldn't get the -- well because stations wouldn't sell it
to us.

U | you sala that you were disappointed but not disheartened by

&
P o .
tihe election results but you still felt the Republican party 1s still

tie par{; ofﬁthe futﬁre. Would you amplify that, why do you feel

that's true? |

A Well, because I think in every poll that's taken reveals that
the party -~ the Republican party is closer to the thinking of the

people than is the Democratic party. The Republican party suffers

from a long time flase imagery, false image that's been created about

it, and yet when the polls come down without labels as to where do people

stand on the major issues, you find that the soluticns presentes ¥
Septeoiicans or offered by Republicans are almost identical with the
solutions the people themselves want, to the problems. And what our
job has been, and I for many years -- I will be critical of the

repuolican party and tell you this, that for many years I've said the

e o * = e v M’i . -
Republican party's failure has been one of communication. We have

not overcome that image, let the people know this, and I think to
some of you, whether we discussed it the last time we were in here or
not, I mentioﬁed ~-- yes, we did discuss ~- I remember now, we did
discuss the iﬁage of the study that has been made by political
scientists at the Georgetown University of 1972, where they found
tilat the leadership of the Republican party was almost identical in
its views on the problems with the fank and file membership of the

Democratic party, but we have not been able to communicate that to

tile  Democratic party.

o
- opinion
Q Isn't the election the ultimate/poll?
A The election i1s an ultimate opinion poll, yes. But in this

partiéular election, and I say the whole thing was clouded by the
affairziggggggggJ and I think the proof of that is that throughout
the country, and you yourselves were writing to the effect that there
seemed to be no great issues of concern to the people in this but

the othér proof of that was that some of the most liberal candidates
who were victors in the Democratic side campaigned as the most die-
hard sounding conservatives. And I hope that that represents a
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change. I hope that represents that they have become converted.
vhere is a little cynical side of me that says that we will now wait
to see wnether che performance matches the promise.

) vo you think Watergate =--

¢) ~-- the party is one of false images, Governor, how do you acégunt
£6r all of the Democratic victories in California Tuesday? Why

did so many people vote so many Democrats into office? |

A Well, 1t was pretty near ah even split in the ticket. There
were some races that were higher than others. I think you have to
look a&%very race as to the‘idehtification of‘the individual name
value, whether one was better known. In politics, as we all know,

one of the first hurdles that any candidate must overcome is the

hurdle of getting name and face identification. dow, some of the
candidates in the races had that. This is what an encumbent always
nas going for him. And there were -- it was a great return of

incumbents to office contrary to what people had said, that there

~would pe such disillusionment that that would not be the year ‘of the

incumbents. You look down the line and it was pfetty much was the
year of the incumbents. But there is an image, and I suppose it
goes all the way back to the depression days, that the Republican
party was tagged with that, in spite of the fact that the Republican
President had been urging the very steps that wer%ﬁater-taken by the
Hew Deal before there was a stock crash. But that image has
renained. And the truth of the matter is that the Repuklican party
nas peen the out party, in spite of occupying the White House -- two
Presidents occupying the White House, now three -~ the Republican
party has been the out party for almost four decades, that they have
not had control of the Congress, just as we have not had.coﬁtrol

of tne legislature here in the State of California.

9) Governor, are you saying that you think %éggiﬁéggﬁis the only

# , L Lo -
reason tie Republicans did so poorly?

A I thipk thisgs the big principal reason, yes.
¥
O now about the economy?
2 What?
. " . . '{:”
o low about the state of the economy?
A Well, yes, you had an inflation thing. Vith the resentrment

over the Vatergate scandal this just added to it and people were

uisgruntled and they had reason to be. We are -- to me, where the
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failure in the imagery falls is that this inflation is the result
of Lenocratic policies of a Demdcratic Congress and Senate that's
peen in power wainterrupted for the last twenty years. And the
things that they did that have brought about inflation were opposed
vy the loyal opposition, the Republicans, who were in a minority
in all these twenty years. Now; it is not just a political accusa=-
tion. It is an absolute%act that the Democratic party subscribed

)
to the new economics, a theory that said you can have an annual
inflation rate and maintain prosperity, controlled.%nflation; Ang
it is equally true that for years and years the opposition to this,
and I was one of the speakers myself, long before T was in polities,
claining you cogld not -= that you could not control inflation and
the entire history of economics in the world shows that every country
that nas tried to do it has happem%to it what is happening today
wrld-wide, runaway inflation. How, again, lack of communications,
The people resent inflation and I don't blame them. I resent it
also. They nave had hundreds of billions of dollars of their savings
and their insurance policies literally stolen. Government by its
policies might as well have gone into the vault and taken the money
‘away from them, from their savings. The purchasing power that has
been eroded from those savings. But all of that had been policies;
people like wmyself have opposed,'but we weren'ﬁ able to cet that
imessage across to the.péople and haven't been yvet and we'd better darn

well start trying to educate thé%eople if we are going to cure

inflation.
v Governor, I wanted to clear one point, you said you couldn't
.V"":’ . ‘M' e > «yk » + v .
get television time. That wasn't discrimination, was it?
A - On, no. No, no, we started late in the campaign with the idea

and were just told there was no time available.

O Governor, in the last few weeks of the campaign Governor-elect
Brown was campaigning against recycféd Reaganism. Do you think it

is part a repudiation of your policies that elected him?
A HNo, I don't. Because at the same time the things he was

promising to do are the things we've been doing for the last eight

years.

0  Like what?
A What?

Q ’ Like what?



ey wiell, he Was talling about new spirit, creacive approach to
government, which I thought just embodied in a creative society he was
talking about econnomy in governmeht, doing away. . with waste. It seems
to me that for eight years I have been the target for everybody
upstalrs who objected to cut, sgqueeze and trim. And I hope that

tinis 1s the policy he intends to follow.

o Governor, if WateTgate was a major faéigr in the Repuﬁ?ican
defcé%, in hindsight do you think you could have gut your losses if
you and other Republican leaders had not stood by President llixon

for so long or stayed on the fence so long?

A Lo, and I don't think there Was any staying on the fence. I
think there was a plain . case of asking for the justice of proof of
guilt and presumption of innocence. XNo, I think -- I think evervyone
did what they had to do and what they felt personally they had to do.
0 In the last time -~

A For example, I could give you an answer to that. We saw a

man wno was one of the first, a Republicah in the east, a candidate for
Governor, who jumped on the bandwagon for impeachment and everything
else long before there was any evidence indicating that it was needed.

hnd he was defeated in the primary and did not become a candidate for

Governor.
« R . e L e
Q- Governor, could you asses for us, nlocase, the 1rvnoct on the
B ) e . _,f«»«"”' - ,w”"'_ ﬂ%’/gx gs;@"ag!@ )
Lrown administration of his having th smallest margin of victory
in what appears to be a Democratic landslide? That is, his relations
with tne legislature, heavily Democratic legislature. Do you think

- . e

he miglit be inhibited or have legé‘freééom tSAmoVe than -any Governor
would like to have?

A’ Well, I think that this -~ just based on my own experience I
tnink thét wiiere they are going -- where it comes to a matter of
prolnt of

difference between himself and the Derocratic legislature,

wiere tiey are unreconciled as te some agproach to a pronlem, vhy,

o

I'n sure that this will be -- will give strength to the legislators
in their opposition. An overwhelming mandate is inclinedeto have
ther think twice and say, well, maybe we'd better go along with him
based on the§ote. I had that experience with the then Speaker of
the Assembly‘the first time such a meeting took place in our office,
and he very biuntly said to me, "I can count.,"

Q Governor, you are going to meet with the Governor-elect in aboul
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an lour. What advice would you like to’givc him?

A Well, what we are going to meet about, and I'll answer his
westions about that -- unsought advice, I don't think, is very =--
accomplishes very rwuch. No, what this meeting is about, is to set
up a progren for the transfer. That as his schedule of appbintments

takes place, and he has appointees, that we can Lring o i,
Vidls onas oaocver feen dons safore. had never been done before in the
history of California, and that's why, again, based on my own

# & &
experience eigiit years ago, I -- we put in the budget the fund for

- ﬂ:' -y 53 . > -

such a transfer and the legislature, I must say, in this instance
bipartisanly implemented that and even added to it. And that was

our -=- our suggestion to them also. It was implementing legislation.

And so now we will si¥down and in this interim period open up all

"the drawers and let them take office with complete knowledge of the

state and what's going on. And then anything else that we can offer,

any guestions that they have, we certainly will answer.

A

Q llave you discovered any kind of truism that you found effective
x ¥ I3 - 4 o M“ 55’" .
in serving as Governor of California you'd like tdﬂpags along to him?
A Well, vyes. But it isn't original with me. It is something

that a very great industrialist in this country once answered when

someone asked him the secret of his success. And he said, "I don't
have any secrets for success.” He said, "I have one formula for
failure. Try to please everybody."

: . ' P . . .
Q You said as he has appointees you might bring them in. What

does this mean, we might have two people sitting over there as welfare
director for a few weeks?

A Oh, no, no, but in other words, they will have an opportunity

to come in and see =-- remember that the great bulk of the machinery

of government is ongoing and permanent. For example, we've got a
department of 7,000 employees in one instance where there are only
four exempt appointments that can be made. But now they will have an

. R & : & ; .
opportunity to £ifd out hoW that machinery works, what's going on.

And this; as I say -- this has never been done before. I think it
o : : ‘ S 0 1 T
will make for a better Egﬁﬂéﬁi%%g% . It will be hetter for the

people of California.

© Governor, will there be any plan to slow down on the mansion
, 820D

project in light of Mr. Brown's election?

A Lo, the legislature passed a bill to create such a residence.
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And the money was =-— the land was donated for that purpose and
construction's already under way, and the contracts have been let.

And it is a residence not for any one particular Governor, it is a

residence for governors for on down through the years. ~ For, I hope,
a hundred years or more, depending on how well it is constructed.

And any individual governor chooses not to use it, why, that's up to
i, |

Q If he should decide to try to termfﬁate the contfact in
January it will be a lot more expensive to the state than if it were
d one now?

A ot particularly.  Contracts have all been let. This would
reqguire an act of ﬁhe legislature to do it. I recognize there are
sometimes forces and people in Sacraménto that believe that the

residence should not be a residence so much as a tourist attraction

downtown. And I think that's unfair to anybody that occupies this
o S
Q - Governor, if some term appointments should be available between

e

now and January, do you pléan tavfifi them? Appointive offices that are
term rather than at th%bleasure df governor.

A I don't know whét the situation is on that. Most of those would
require Senate confirmation and they would therefore become pleasure
appointments because I'm quite sure that the Senate would not ==

would not confirm them at this time.

Q2 Governgr ==

A -== obviously we are not going to leave jobs open where
necessary work has to be done. ‘

Q Governor, the last time we were in here we talked a little bit

about the possibility of a move to create a third party. Do you

think in view of what happenéd Tuesday it added impetus to such move?

A Ho, and let me make it plain, that conversation when we were

in: here befofe, I think was somewhat =~- it lost something in the
translation. . I am not starting a third party. I do not believe

the Republican party is dead. I believe the Republican party represents

basically the thinking of the people of this country. If we can cet

that message across to the people, I'm going to try to do that.

0 ~ Governor, in line with that, this week's Wewsweek says that you
‘have libertarian leans which is a whimsical group of verse thinking

pebple who don't like governmental services unless you pay for them

and are against all kinds of _critjicg against victimless crimes.

T



bo you feel that way?

A dow, that is your interpretation.
0 That ‘s Newsweek's.
A Libertarianism, the only comments I have made on that is T

have thought the very basis of conservatism is libertarianism.

lHow, that is libertarianism not specified down to whether you want
to carry your own letters or not instead of having a postal service.
Libertarianism is what I think was in the mids of the writers of the
Constitution of the United States, that the basic principal of this
country differing from all others that I know has‘been the ultimate.
AThe‘individual's liberty consistent with an orderly society and this

is the goal that I think, -- very frankly this is the philosophical

difference between the leadership of the Democratic party and our

own party today. That that leadership no longer belives in that

goal or believes in the ability of the people/to have that much control
of their own destinies. They believe only govérnment can solve the
many complicated problems facing us today. Now, that does not mean
that I Subscribe to the doctrine of aﬁy group that may call theméelvesf~
you know, you can =-- libertarianism taken too far is anarchy. Just

as the welfare state taken too far the other way is total authoritarian-
1si, Totalitarianism,

¢ Governor, how do you personally feel about the prospect in two

months of walking out of here and seeing someone walk in who is

gping to Change quite a bit of wha@you've left here as far as personnel,
ﬁe‘s goling to be signing a lot of Bills yau vetoed, a lot of what
you've done is golng to be really wiped out. How does that look to you?
How do you feel about that?

A Well, this is something that faces anyone who holds this office.
There is no one that can come in and in a few years pin down government
to his philosophy. People are'going to come élong and government

is changed by statute just és we changedmany things that we found here,
I think for the better. I do know this, and I think the Governor=-
elect has expressed this yesterday, now%hat the campaign is over he

has already expressed his own recognition that the prohlems are not
easy. They are extremely difficult, and that it requires a great deal
of hard work. And I hope he approaches it in that manner. DNow, I
don't know, that ﬁaybe -= I'm quite sure there is still room for

improvement. We didn't do all the things we wanted to do. Didn't
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get them done. 'Maybe he has a better chance with having a legislature
of his own persuasion. My only cdncern there 1s that that same
legislature is the one that blocked a great many of -- or attempted

to, of the reforrs we wanted and advocated spending measures that would
nave taken this state into a great fiscal irresponsibility;

Q Governor, do you think the Republican defeats Tuesday will

. e P e e -
result in an erosion SF GOP support for President Ford, making it

more difficult for him to pin the Presidential nomination in '767

A I con't see an?thing in the election that could Tave brought
that about. I think the President has done what he had to do with
'regard to the campaign, if that's what you are referring tb.' ¥or one
thing, I think it has to be recognized -- I've already seen the
observations that -- well, the President went out campaigning and we
till lost. ilas this hurt his prestige? I think an observation that
ought to be made is that the Presicent deliberately went into those
areas and campﬁigned for‘cahdidates who were in trouble. ’He didn't
just go out and.grandstan&:by showing up with the cuy who was

going to be a sureiwinner. He tried to help somebody that he knew was
losing whenrhé went in there and I think that's -- that's to be
respected. |

Q o Covernor, there is a constitutional limit on the terms a
President can serve and you have adopted that same limit on your own

incumbency. There's a fellow going around the country saying that

ledislators should be limited to‘two terms, too. What do you think
about that? k

A Oh, I've seen other proposals. I've seen‘a proposai by a
Republican that there ought to‘be an age 65 limit on 1egislators and
Congressmen. It isn't all that simple.  Because we look back at the
record of some véry great‘statesmen who made a career out of government
and who stayed in the Congress of the Sénate and made gréat contributiby
ddwn through theiyears. I think 0%,one who happens to be a Repu-lican
I could thiank of sone Derocrats alao. hut I thihk of Senator John
‘Williams of'Del@ware who éven the Democrats called the Conscience-&f th
Senate,kwho is a‘gfeat authority on fiscal problems confronting in

the Senate. Finally retired. But you wonder‘what we would‘have lost
had he been forced’out of office at the end of two terms. I think the

Txecutive Branch is far different. A legislator is one of a large

group and there is give'and take and compromise that has to take place
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in a legislative body. The Executive Branch is the one, and I think

this was suspected, or was taken into consideration in the decision
‘about the Presidency, where a pérson can build up, 1if he sets out fo
do so, a machine. And I have not regretted -- I'm going to miss very
much, I have enjoyed this very much ~-- I'm going to miss very much
this job. But I have not changed my mind about the belief that I was

absolutely right, two terms is enough and I still wish that we had

been able to persudade the 1egi§iature as we tried to my first term,
that this should be made officialkin the State of California. As a
matter of fact, the people in their wisdom have indicated they must
£el this way because there have only been two governors, I believe, in
Ccalifornia's histéry who served more than two terms. I might be

WwONng on that by one,

Q  One.

A I ‘thought there was one before him.

Q o, not that I know.of.

A Well, I'll take your word for it. I thought there had been a
reference to a secoﬁd one, So I say the people themselves seem to

recoynize this.

Q ~ What are you going to miss, sir?
A What? |
Q What are you going to miss?
0 This.
Q Besides us.
A As I say, won't you drop by the hduse. Well, ==
(Laughter)
pay No, I think the challenge of this, and I think the very fact

of being where the action is and where the problems are, of being able
to cohfront them and trxy to do something about them, instead of just
standing on the streét corner saying, "Somebody ought to do somthing,"
yes, that;s -= I think anyone who's ever held this jdb is going to ~--
must miss that very much. ,

Q Governor, Evellngouﬁ;er will be the only remaining Republican
occupying statewide elective office. Does that in your mind thrust
upon him the special respbnsibility fd?Jleaderggip in the California

Republican party?2:

A Well, I think that anyone who holds an@ffice in the/party is a

part of the leadership of that party. And obviously special attention
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to him. Maybe we ought to declare Thursdays visiting day and have a
relay of Republicun visitors to see him ali the‘time so he won't aot
~too lonely. Lo, but I think hé's a part of the leadership and has
been of the party but I think that also holds true of -~ I think that
nolds true of youi candidates, even though defeated.

g Governor, are you going to ask to be a delegate to the '76

Republican convention and would yogéead the delegation?
A iaven't thought that far ahead. As I understand, we have a
new situation now in which with the open primary here the candidates

themselves must choose or name the delegate.

i Would you be one, though, if someone asked you?

A What?

J Would yau be one if someone asked you to be a delegate on his
slate?

A If it was the right person.

', {ho would that =--

A S Well, I mean somnebody I supported.

vy Governor, do you see a leadership role for yourself in the

Rgﬁublican party in California after you leave office?

A leader or anything like that?

A Oh, I think =-- I think that -~ and this is true in any political
party, unless you want to walk away from it and say, well, that's all,
I'n th;ougn with.that sige of my life -- mno, I think that anvone who's
neldﬁgézice is a part of that same leadership. BPut I think there is
vue thing -- let's make plaih when we are talking about leadership

we are talking about people who participate, people who are willing to
serve, to sit at the council table and help evolve policy. But in
California more than any other state I know, you do not have a

leader who sits in a room -and makes decisions affecting the party.

How a lot of eaéterners haven't been able to understand this and that's
why they like to make fun of California politics, The truth of the
matter is California politics are closer to the ideal of this nation
than are those other states where someone in a room decides who the

candidates wiikl be.

¢ Thank you, Governocr.
A We'll keep it that way.
£ Thank you, Governor.

~==000==~
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~ NEWS CONFERENCE OF GOVERNOR‘RONALD REAGAN
HELD NOVEMBER 12, 1974 |
- Reported by:
Béverly D, Toms, CSR |
(This rough transcript'ofghe GovernOr's News Conferehce is
furnisned to the members offthe'Capitol Press éorps. only., Because
 ;£ the'nee& to get it to the News Corps. as éuickly as poséble, no
corrections are'm;de and ﬁhere'is no guaranty of abéolute accuracy. )
~==000=== o
(Governor Reagan Read Wews Release No. 657.)
GOVERWOR REAGAN: Mr. Payne.

MR, PAYNE: On behalf of the Environmental Protection‘Agency _—
(WhEreupon Roberﬁ Payne, General Johnsbn and'Win'Adams read prepared
/sﬁatements.) (Answers given by Govefnor Reagan unless otherwise noted,)

GOVERWNOR REAGAN : All right, if you have any questions bf‘these '
gentlemen.
w o I'm hoﬁ quite:clear on the origin of this. Did it originate
‘with the EPA or the =- ’ |
| MR, PAYNE: ‘ Tﬁe EPA is sponsoring the’overeall~sﬁrvey, Yes.

It is part of a national’program,that involves all state environmental

agencies and the National Guard as well.
Q In other word$, you are talking in terms of a national EPA
proqiam aﬁd we are getting;from'ﬁheSe people the details of the
 Califarnia - ’

MR PAYNE: That's correct.

Qo 4-»segment of the progiam?«

MR. ADAMS: = You know, this fits into our statewide monitor
k,@ - Yes, ,
 MR. ADAMS: That we have.

Q ﬁhy isn?t‘the;D@itakbeiﬂg mgnit@fed as one ofthe sites? Am
1 misﬁakan‘én tﬁaﬁ?l | ‘

MR.fAﬁAmsﬁ The Delta, no, this is a lakes program. That is
néé a part of this. The Delta is not a c¢lassified lake.
@  Well == | | :
| - MR. ADAMS:  There is a mﬁnitoring‘pragram‘in‘the Delta q@ﬁéuctéﬁ‘
by two federal agencies énd two state ég@n¢iea,
Q It is a large body of water.

, o



MR, ADAMS: yes.,
0 Doesn't it fit in -- maybe in the same classification?
MR, ADAMS: Delta =-- remember in Decision 1379 over. two years
ago, we set up a monitoring program in the Delta and it is operated
by the U, 5. Bureau and by the Department of Wéter Resources, Fish
and Game and ourselves.
Q Cleg},Léié is one of the lakesrthatés had a lot of problems in
t he past, but it is not on your list. Why.wasn?t~it included for
‘stuéy? ‘
MR. PAYNE: I think one of the maijocr reasons that Clear  Lake
is nét included in a study is that a great deal of informaticn does
exist on Clear Lake already.‘ And as a research effort, one of the
things that we'd like to avoid, except for control purposes on a limited
-number of lakes, is duplication of effort. This is why Téhoe is
included and Clear Lake is not included. We're using Tahoe as a
control. ‘
0 ;Mr. Payne, is this study in any way related to the EPA's study
of caﬁéer—produging eléments in drinking waéér?‘
MR, PAYHE: In no way at all.
Q 0. Ko |
o Could I ask about the bu&%et. National government == it is
going to cost somebody some money. How much is it going to cost and
over whai period of time? -
MR. PAYNE: This is part of'a national program that's beinc
conuacted on, say, 300 lakes nationwide, over a five year period.
PP Y ﬁwm%@mag 3o
EPA s involvement in the program will equate to roughly $10,000 for
each lake that's included, or 58 million dellars over a fiVe—year
period.,
0 What about the National Guard?
MR, PAYRE: The NatibnalkGéérd is a vdiunteer involvement. General
B Johnson may want to reflect on that voluntary participation;
GLHERAL JOHHSON: Most of the N¥National Guardsmen will be in

a drill status, which is a pay status, which is federal funding.

Q Will there be any extra =--

GENERAL JOHNSON @ WNog, there will-he no extra HNational Guard
wsis,
] Well; the helicopters, somebody's got to pay for that.
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AR PAYHLD: The helicopters are loaned by the Nepartment of

vefense to LPA aud are@perated cut of onc of our research laboratories,
¥ .

ey are part of the figure I gave you.

9! - Is it possible that in the future this information could he
Ciae '

@ o P i @ W
used to ever suggest a slowdown or halt of development around these

'
lakes?
MR, PAYLL: One can reflect on a great deal of possibilities
certainly. I would not want to suggest that this type of information

would directly lead to that type of policy decision.. At the conclu-

sion of the survey the results will be formulated into comprehensive

reports of findings, recsearch findings on each lake, These will be
provided to the state for use in ongolng managoer nt, vobter ousliby
thd il TP T O YAn

:p_.:.

11 this information be helpful in agencies and governments who
are concerned about developing ==
MR,  PAYNE: '
A It certainly would ve, in the long run.  If there is anv
contributing factors due to development or due to any factors, hope-
fully we'll be able to uncover a bit nore information to better deal
with any problems associated with that development.

) ) - - , o o L
L poes LPA have any plans to do anything with the data developed
other than turn it over to the state? Does EPA plan to set up a
program of 1ts own?
M. PAYHNE:
5 Wwell, this is part of our ongoing water quality investigatory
process, certainly. We plan to utilize the information inflealina
with the lake problem nationally . It goes beyond that because
we're including in the investigation information on waste treatment
plants, just through the sampling program, as well as non-point
source inputs to lakes. = This information can be used in developing
a better understanding, better policies to control. any runaway
gsituations that may exist.
G But you don't have any program at this point that -- that this
data is feeding toward?
MR. PAYNE: ' ;
A It feeds into several programs. Cne of the programs that's in
tne planning stages right now is a clean lakes effort in future vyears.
In other words, moving on to a lake restoration program in conjunction
with the states' environmental agencies.

¥ Is this a one-time effort on the part of the Guard or is this
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going to have follow=ups?

GENLRAL JOHNSOH : The program is set up to run for ome year.
¢ Several studies? Several surweys during that year?

. PRYHE: They'll ke sampling monthly for the duration of the
gtudy in California, In addition they'll be taking special samples

during the spring thaw period so we can better assess land runoff
during tnat period.
o Is it a five-year program nationally but only’one Yéaf in
California?

MR. PAYWE: Well, one vyear of actual sampling an@%hen beyond
tnat the evaluation process and the development of final reports
will come to a conclusion about the end of 1976.
Q | when will the first repﬁit on California lakes be out, in a
yvear? Four years?

MR, PAYWL: In about tﬁaﬂyea;s from the time it starts, which is
now.,
s, General Johnson, how many guardsmen are to be involveﬁ in this,
thsically sampling?

GLNLRAL JOHNSOM: 28 -- there are fourteen teams of two men
each, it is 28 men.

GOVERNOR ReAGAN:  Any other guestions?
v} How specifically -- I haven't had an opportunity to look at-this
thing in c¢etail, but are any of thiese remote lakeé -~ apparently most
of them are —~‘just~quickly glancing over, they are easily accessible
and reasonably close to’population centers or induétrial centers or
what have you.

MR, PAYNE: Not all of them, there are several lakes iﬁﬁhe
slerra ai"uao I believe you'll find five or six in Mono County, for
example, shat ére’in some of the high country.  In order to deal

effectively with any lake problem, vou need representative lakes that

are recally clean as well as those that may be -~ indeed be threatened.
G Shaver is very high, of course.

(G Adew Subjecﬁ?

9] Well, what == how will the Guafdsmen e L assume Shaver Lake,'
for example, will go from Fresno. And what's the significance of the
helicopter? These are not particularly remote lakes. I mean why

»

couldn't tiie guys from Fresno go out in a rowboat and haul up some

pailsfull of water or sonething?
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HEL PRYNE: Well if it were that simple it would be an easv
proyram, very definitely. We're using helicopters for one reason.
we are, as I mestioned, examinineg some 800 lakes nationwide. Next
‘year our nelicopter teams will be working in-ten states. Or, excuse
me, eleven states, sinultaneously. From Arizona, lew Mexico and

California north to Washington, Idaho, lontana. So it is pretty
wiy wlock of real estate, and we need the mobilitv to sample all of
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those lakes in‘a uniform manner. This is why we'utiilze helicopters.,
o Well, will these teams that the General referred to in some
instances be transported in the helicopter or --

GENER AL - JOHNSON No, they are oniy sampling the tributary

streams, not the lakes.

" :
v Oh, I see, and thé%elicopters will be sampling --
‘ :

GENURAL JOHNSOM: Lake samples.
o ~- gsampling the lakes themselves.
", wew subject. ‘

GOVLRWNOR REAGAN: Wait a minute.

VOICL = Any more guestions on this?

GOVEIRNOR REAGAI : Are you all through with this? Well, then
let me rewind you again, outside at the pond, out there throuch my
window == I was seeihg the military out there earliere‘ I didn't knowgm
‘IVtOld thew I dian't kiiow whether they were trying to get trout for
lunch. or what. I didn't realize they were part of this particular
press conference that we're going to have, but there will be a
demonstration and I urge you all to go out there and cover it now

for a few minutes, however. While getting there if vou have some

o ther gquestions ==

N, - Governor, you had a meeting with President Ford Halloween nicht
inbLos Angeles. I wonder if you can describe for us what may ﬁave
transpireda during that meeting an&%héther you can tell us whether vour
nUE y :
ties with the Presidené;ave‘been strengthened as a result of that
meeting, and wheﬁher you‘expect to have increased ~- there to be
increased consultations between you and the President.
A Well, actually, I don't think therc seems to‘be any need for
strengthening, although there have been some people that have suggested
otherwise, and most of that was kind of dreamed up, as I repeatedly
sald, 1n answer to previous questions. I only met == he was out here
for the purposes of speaking at that fundraising dinner, and we had a
urief meeting and sinply touched base on some ratters affecting state

and -- and the federal government. And that was == that was the



extent of it. It was a cordial meeting and I'm sure we are going to.
nave the cooperation, but theh I've always been sure we are going to
‘ha€e cooperation.

Y Governor, on your October 15 press conference here yvou said you
didn't know whether this might be one of those periods in time when,
according to you, the confidence of people could be restored perhaps
by changing name or something =-- you said you don't know, youwreally
didn't know. Now, you seem to be saying vou do know that a third
party is not the answer, that all the answers are -- will you tell us
which way you know today?

A I'm going to>say the same things that I said in that October
meeting. And I think =-- I think it is all right for me to say them
because I think that they were not in all instances properly balanced
in their presentation. I thiﬁk vou'll find a number of times that

I saidLI believed that the main task should be, and that T was
intérested in revitalizing and thbuqht we should revitalize the two
parties that have served us well. So I've changed my thinking on
that.  The other was kind of a hypothggicél disc&gsion, we got into

that worning, as to whether there was a change because you, yourself,

had prouygnt up the idea and the evidence in your questionings of
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people’'s luui ox dnterest or ontibasiasm for both parties. Tlow, there

is no guestion, the last election reveals that there was a low turnout
and that a great many people didn't bother to vote on either side.
I think this is regrettable. I still say what I said then, I am not

out to start a third party. I told you then, I didn't know any more

than you knew as to wilether there was such a -- whether this was one

o

of tiose uonents wihen tuoe pcople‘would rake some changes. I'm going
Lo au iy utmost>to convince as manv people as possiblé that the
sepuinlican party on dhy objective annlysis anvone wants to make is
more:in tune with the thinking'of the majority of the’American neople
than is the other major party or either of the Splinter parties that

started uo.,

o

(3 k) V', 3 ‘a 1)

C Governor, do you think that that hypothetical discussion which

| S e | e S
occurred in October peaked maybe the President's interest in talking
e <
to you?
P2\ No, we were =-- he was scheduled to be out here and we were
scheduled to meet long before that. Mo, I don't -- I don't think so.
o Did he ask you about it?



A NG He knew better and he knew that I wasn't starting another

parcy.

Q- Did you talk about the condition of the Républican party in any
way?

A Cn, we compared notes on our travels arpund and what the problems

were. We were both agreed, the main problem was to get a turnout.
That there was going to be a low turnout at the polls.
Q Governor, was there any discussion of your possibly taking a

Job. in the Pord administration?

A Nepe, never came up.

And your positioﬁ on that, you would not be interested in that?

A No.

)

You would not be interested?

oS

No. Yes, I would not be interested.

(iaughter) |

Governor, you say --

Can we stay on that subject for a moment? Didn't you --
Are you on this subject, too? |

I'm not, but go ahead. -

o0 P o0 ©

pidn't you indicate before that YOu‘d be willing to serve’as
kind of a troubleshooter for President Niion internationally if he felt
Like using you that way?

Ay That came about Ffirst frdm a request f;om him, T would still

be available for anyﬁhing in which I could do to help. I just == I'm
ndt interested in a Washington jcbu' 

g Roving Ambassador kind of thing.

A Any time that I can be of help, as I was on four separate

, éccasienﬁ in the == fdr the previous President, that would be -- I'd
be delighted. |

Q Governor, you mentioned that you thought the Republican party was
still the most party in tune with the people. Don't the election
‘results last Tuesday indicate otherwise?

A No, the election results last Tuesday_reflect the fact that the

o

Repﬁblican part¥'s greatest failﬁ%e over the years, and I say this as
a'fmrmer Démﬂcrat who's seen thém from outside as well as inside, is a
l&cﬁﬁaf”éammuni£§£ione There is a false imagery that still exists
even.in some Republican's minds about the party. And I believe the

time has come for our party in non-election years, because I think this

e



is the time when most people will pay attention without accepting
things as campai m dialogue -= I think this is the time for an

education program as to what we really represent and what we stand

for.
How has the party beén misrepresented?
A What? ﬂ
Q How has the party been misrepreégnted?
A Onh, I think the image that is usually portrayed, the party of

the rich. And that I have repeatedly in mvcampaigning given some
statistics that indicate that that is far from the truth. TFor

exampley-fcr the last twenty-five years the Republican party has out-

numbered the Democratic party f£ive to one in small contributions.

75 per cent of Republican campaign funding for more than twenty—five
yvears has come from small contributors., Any Republican gathering

is usually portrayed or hinted at, and most people have an image in
their mind that everyone is there in white tie and tails and drinking
champagne and eating caviar and the truth of the matter is the rank and
kfile of the Repﬁbiicam party is a pretty good cross-section of

America.

€] Governor, what kind of an educati&n sys{em do varhave in mind,
Governor; tgfspregé thgfwoﬁa? |
A Well, as I told you many timés, I intend to do not only some
- writing, but using the media and to use -- to be speaking out
nationally on more philosophical lines. Perhaps not actually using
_the party lé.b'elp but on the -- the danger today to free enterprise.
The things that need to be done if we're going to maintain this system
of ours, But frankly, I'm going to talk to our own Republicahs here
about the need far what I think is a modern;merchagéising caﬁgéign as
to what the product is we're really selling.
Q Could that merchandising campaign in education be any attempt
toﬁrebuiié the pg}ty afté?wwhat it suffered bécause of Watg;gate?
A Well, I think it is just the same as it was a case of rebuilding
after the terrific defeat in 1964. Cartainly it is to revive the
interest of those who arékepublicans into participating in their party,
but it is also to reveal to a great rank an??ile body of Deﬁocrats
who couldn't support their party's leadership two years ago, that the

things that made them cross the line then still exist today.

- ; o ) o
Q Governor, how do you expect the American people to have confidence



in the Republican party whose President and Vice~President had to

resign in disgrace?

A Well, because they have resigned. I don't think that anything

that tock place 1n‘§étergate was. a refle§2ion on the Republican party.

I don't think the Republican party had anything to do with it.

Now, if you want to go down the line and start looking back through

history for malefactors on the other:side, in the other party, I'11l

guarantee =- and I haven't made a count as yet, that they cutnumber

us . But remember, for most of my life I was a Democfat and I finally

got tired of swallowing hard cover Haig machines and Kelly-Naggs

mchines in Chicago, Pendergast machines out in Kansas, the cutrighﬁ
féﬁealing of hundreds of thousands of votes in every election, enougﬁ to

carry elections. It is not a pretty picture and one of the only

things that makes me hesitate to talk about it is I think the American

people are discmuraged enough with the political process without

reminding them of some of the horrors of the past. But a lot of

men have gotten rich in>politics who were members of the Democratic

party. |

Q Are you just as upsgt ofwwhgz wernt ogmdurfgg the last years of

the Nixon administration?

A I have repeatedly said to you, I consider it an illegal and

b4
an immoral and an incredibly stupid act, the thing called Watergate.
Q Governor, a great admirer of yours, William Bmcﬁiey said he

would sugport a Reagan-Wallace third party ticket. Aren't you

influenced by that kind of thinking and public discussion?
A No, I'm véry fond of Bill Buckley, but I'm not.influenced by

that kind of thing.

Q Is that totally inconceivable to you?
A Yes, he's a Democrat and I'm a Republican@ And I think we have
philosophical differences..
. . 'mﬁs@ﬁﬁ;ﬂ ?«} ’
Q Governor, you mentioned on yourtrips around the country in the

. S Fal
future that vou would not actually use the party label. How would

you predent your case?

A - Oh, hap>what I meant to say there, let me make that plain, that
this Spéaking is wa.that I'n planning on is more directed at the
philosophical issues and particularly in the area of free enterprise

and what I see as some erosions of free enterprise today that has made

us non-competitive in the world scene, and that's going to be the
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bulk of it. I, of course, on my own on the side am going to continue
as I can to do my party chorés, also. I think, however, that talking
that philosophy does have-sa bearing because, agéin, thé one party is
much closer to ihat philosophy.

Q Governor, there is talk about establishing some kind of a founda-

tion to employ you so you can &ontinue to have an income in the next

couple of yecars. Has that been finalized yet?

A No, you mean like some separate foundation to == no, This is --
I%m looking in different directions than that.

Q Do you mind telling us about what your plané forkincome are?

A Well, the situation is too fluid vet. But there won't be any

~seécret about it.

] What are some of your philosophical differences with George
Wallace?
A Oh, I don't think that -- I don't think that he has the -- well,

I think he's more of a populist, and I think he has a greater willing-
ness to employ government where I am looking for more solutions to the
problems at the priVate level and private sector. You are all == you
know, you are all missing the big thing out at the pond if you don't
get out there, ’

o

Q You mentioned you are golng to continue your party chores. Will

you take an active role igkthe selection offa néw Chalrman afd Vice-
Chsirfian for the new Stafe Ceﬁtfél Comm?ttee for the next year?

A You know, Itve been4neutral all these years in that particular
thing. I don't know what the situation will be, whether there is
anything to bring me to change.

0 Are you at this point supporting Lieutenant Governor Harmér for
the ¥Yice-Chairman position?

A I don't know just what the situation is, vet. Who all is going

to be involved in that.

Q You haven't committed to him?
A WO
] Governor, Congressman Anderson of Illinois, the Caucus Chairman
K . ' g o #
of the House has suggested that the party needs to move more towards
o s P ‘
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tile center if it is going to attract Democrats. You seem to take an
opposite position on that.

A I think that the party needs to state to the people once and

for all clearly what it represents, what it stands for. And then

I O 5



having raised that banner, to rally around it and attract khose others
that like the colors of that banner. I do not believé that for vote=-
getting purposes ycu go out and vitiate, water down your true
philosophical ﬁéﬁ@@w@ in order to persuade somecone to vote for you.

The Demacrats have been doingtthings like that for years and that's why

Y
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tney have got a wi%rd coalition that can't enjov itsz2lf in one roor
tovetaer,

5 s &“

¢ Governor, do you think that Mr. Flournoy could have done better
if he had been more specific on the things he believed in?

A Ch, I don't want to criticize someone else's campaign. I'm sure
he campaigned in what he believed an@ﬁe came very close in the election.

It would have only taken a few thousand votes to%urn it around. S0 ==

Q Would you have done it differently?

A What?

Q Would you have done it differently?

A I think everyone == eveiy candidate would do his campaigning

in his own way. So, ves, I would do it differently.

QDo you,cencﬁr with Mr. Floufhoy‘that the Nixd;kpafgon was what
163 t6 hi& downfall in the election? |

A I don't == I've no analysis to bear that out. I know there was
a feeling that suddenly in this wave, this rising up again of *the whole
thing, Watergate, which seemed to have been quenched, did kind of inter-
fere with what might have been a momentum on the part of the Republican

party.

Q Governor, have you decided what to do with vour official papers,

who's golng to get them and so forth after you leave offlce°

A We are still working on that, an%@utting them together.
Q You havent decided who they will go to, is that it?
A No.
Q When you say “wééfg coaigtion“ are you télking about the Democrats

in constitutional office now, after this one election Tuesday?
A Oh, no; I was talking about nationally, the whole Democratic

coalition back through the years. Normally they =-- they could find
enough pleasing to each various segments in their coalition that they
sould get something out of it, bugghere at election time they could
swallow the resentment, perhaps, ¢f other groups and come together. And
lately one faction more than the other seems to have been dominant

since 1972, and the result is that the coalition is -- is spread further
apart and they are having their problems of getting them together. And
it is a mﬁard coalition. Thexe are people whose aims and goals, as I

said in here last week, are so in line with the Republican thinking that
it makes you wonder how they can continue to wear the label "Democrat".
VOICE: Thank you, Governor. _ '
=000 = ==



