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PRESS CONFERE~TCE OF GOVEfil,.OR RQtJALD RB~.GZ1,N 

HELD SEPTEMBEF 25, 1968 

Reported by 

Beverly Toms, CSR 

(This rough transcr ;.pt of the Governor's press 

conference is furnished to the members of the Cap;tol press 

rorps fr their conven i.ence only. Because of the need to 

get it to the press as rapi.dly as possj.ble after the con-

ference, no corrections are made and there -i.s no guaranty 

of absolute accuracy.) 

---000---

GOVERNOR RE~GAJ'J~ Not a sirg le new. No open-

~ntj statement, so --

Q Well, Governor, can you tell us what you h1 ve in 

mitid about Bay Area Rapid Trans i.t? 

Well, yes. If the leg.;slators can come to 

and present to me reasonable agreement, the idea that they 

can get together on a plan other than increasing tolls, 

we \.11:U.l put it on a spec'al call and I don't see any reason 

why :tt couldn •·t be concluded i.n a day, but there i.s no 

sense 5.n putting it on call in~Y.iew of their past failures 

ur less they can assure fn advance that they have reached 

agreement. 

Q You would do thi.s at any time then? 

A. 

Q You would call a special session? 

Yes. ~s I say, i.f -- if we had this kind of 

agreement. 

Q Governor, i.n this agreement, would-anything 

~~uld be acceptable other than tolls, if they could agree 

on any kind of a tax or --

Well 

Q Other than tolls. 

Let•s stop short of h:i.ghway robbery. I --

that's a pretty broad statement there. Let me just say 

that any -- there have been a number of proposals that I 

think are practical and we' re wi.de open for any add·:ft i.onal 

suggest5.ons they m:i.ght come up wi.th. 
-1-

But I would want 



them to come in and present and tell me that this is 

something they can agree on. The reason for opposing 

tolls again I don't see why this is so diffi.cult for many 

people to understand is simply here i_s a state with 

hundreds of millions of bonds authorized and as yet unsold. 

There ;_s there :i.s not an ideal bond market / and tolls 

rcean the refinanci.ng of the bonds at a cost that has been 
1 

opt,:>mi_st'.cally est i.mated at $80 million dollars in interest 

and carrying charges, and 1; tt le more pess ;_mistically as 

high as $120 million dollars, wh:ich i_s almost tre total 

amount of money that BART needs and this would be interest 

a lone. It's just fi.scally i_rresponsible to follow that 

route. 

Q Governor, i.t 's been said that the last few hours 

represented a victory for you, the last few hours of the 

session. Do you accept that accolade? 

.A °V'7ell, I -- I think we were rather successful in 

finally pushing someone into a corner where we achieved 

property tax relief, whether i.t had all the things i.n that 

".Ne had originally contemplated or wanted, I have I feel 

that we were successful. Fe failed now in two full 

sessions up until th.; s po i.nt to get any agreement from 

a number of legi.slators on pro•perty :tax relief. \/\Te 

f-:nally got it. 

Q I had in mi.nd on .BART, on those last few hours. 

Oh. Well, i.n B~RT I would have thought it far 

more a victory i.f they had with common sense and good judg­

ment approved one of the var i.ous methods of financing other 

than th~s, but for them to try and bring down the bill, the 

one bill wh:i.ch I had assured them we could not with any 

sense of responsibility sign revealed that they did not 

have any intention of solving the problem. 

Q Governor, if the legi.slature persists in disagree-

ing with you on that subject, though the choice becomes 

what you call fiscal irresponsibility or a lot of holes 

:i_n the ground over there, what then is the state left w5.th? 

Holes in the ground, and I don't mean it carelessiy 
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or lightly that way. 

answer or a solution. 

I can't foresee that as be;ng an 

I think the legi.slators have more 

sense of responsibility than that. I think there were 

only a few that really interfered, as for example, the 

sales tax approach was burted in commi.ttee. Now I put 'tt 

on special call only because a poll revealed upstairs that 

there was a majority in the Assembly and a majority in the 

Senate who would have voted for the sales tax approach 

if it had been brought out of commtttee. So, a very few 

individuals prevented this from com:i.ng to the floor. 

Q t•7hen you referred to stopp:tng short on hi.gh"t<.ray 

robbery, d'id you mean divers:l.on of h"'ghway funds? 

J>. No, no, no, when he said the broad term of 

would I accept anyth;_ng other than tolls, I sa:i.d, wait 

a minute, you know, they might suggest selling the bri.dges, 

net just refinancing them. 

Q 

'P 

Q 

the 

What about the diversion of highway funds? 

What? 

What about ~diversion of highw~§s, which was 

.'A I thi.nk you are talking about something that could 

never get to first base ~n the legislature ahd I think that 

there would have to be very serious discussion of that be­

cause I thi.nk it would set a precedent and open a door that 

they have jealously guarded against, beginning to call on 

the highway funds every time there was some ki.nd of emer­

gency. 

Q Governor, can we change the subject? 

A All right. 

Q Would you under any -- under any circumstances--

consider debating Phil Watson on the relat;ve merits of these 

-two propositions? 

A No, I don't think there is any need to do that. 

We have been ·friends. I understand the purpose back of 

the proposition. I'm in sympathy with it, with the purpese 

back of it, the idea of finding an answer to depending 

so heavi.ly on property tax which is I think an outmoded 

form of tax for large general revenue sources, but thi.s is 
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purely a.n admi.nistrative thing. I th:i.nk it would bring 

chaos and my posi.tion ~.s I just don't thi.nk there would 

be any poi.nt gained i.n it. 

Q Governor, you said a few minutes ago that you 

boxed somebody or somebody got boxed into a corner on 

property tax relief so a program came out. Don't you 

th:i.nk 12ro12os~tiQ~ sort of boxed you all i.nto· e:t corner 

and that was the trigger that got a tax relief program 

agreement? 

A Well, let me say that proposition 9 became an 

argument that I used in a joint legislative meeting as to 

why we should come up wi. th some th i.ng in the nature of 

property tax relief. I pointed out all the methods that 

had been proposed and that we had proposed and tried to get 

past in the last 19 months, and how they had been refused 

and I said now you have this hanging over you also, and I 

aS.d i.t would seem to me that even those of you who are 

opponents of property tax relief ·would recognize the 

necessity of i.ndicating good fa i.th to the people and that 

we are going to seek to deal with this problem. 

Q v.rere there opponents of property tax rel:i.ef in 

the legislature? 

Well, if there hadn't been, we would have had it 

passed in the session before this last main session. 

Q Would you care to spell out who those opponents 

were? 

Well, I th i.nk that there are some th at have made 

it very plain that they do not support the concept of sales 

tax and Senator Miller is one who -- and they did not 

believe in using the sales tax as a substitute revenue for 

property tax. I happen to believe in it. I think that 

that as well as some other taxes are bread based and much 

broader based than the narrow restr-tcti.on of theproperty 

tax. 

Q Governor Reagan, if you feel as strongly as you 

do on the relative merits of each proposition, why do you 

not feel that <L:debate tvould be of public service? 

A Well, I th:i.nk there has been a debate between 
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someone even better qualified to di.scuss the technical:i.ties 

of that than I am and that i.s with Cap We i.nberger, and I 

dbn 1 t think I could add anyth ~.ng in debating Watson on this. 

Q Governor, the b~.llboards are go i.ng to show up 

row in support of proposition 9 using the argument that 

}!OEOsition 9 will save our schools. I wonder if you have 

any comments on that particular log i.c. 

A Well, there is no quest i.on but there are people 

behind th:i.s and rais i.ng funds to campaign for it as there 

are for a num..ber of issues and of course they are going to 

use whatever arguments they can. I don't know just how 

this '\<,;ould save their schools, .. although I must recognize 

the very reason "1hy we ourselves are studying tax reform 

is that continued dependence on property tax as a source of 

large scale source of revenue must come to the end of the 

road. You cannot keep wi.th :i.nfla.tion uppi.ng the appra -i.sed 

value of a person's property to the place where they can 

no longer afford to live i.n thei.r own house. 

Q Assemblyman Veneman contends that that particular 

at:'gument is a falsehood and scurr i.lous. I wonder i_f you 

agree with h:i.m in that? 

Well 

Q He says it would wreck the schools. 

;!.\ Well, I think it would create a kind of ·fiscal 

chaos1 for one thing the bond;ng situation right now is so 

up in the air because of the threat hanging over us from 

that standpoint. 

Q Do you plan to campai.gn i.n any act of support 

if not against~ for prop lA? 

Oh, I'm -- I'm going to do what I can to make my 

views known on that for whatever persuasi.ve power they 

"1ill have. 

Q Governor, a change of subject, slightly. The 

polls indicci.te that Mr. }!i.xon apparently i.s being accepted 

by a substanti.al number of Cal:i.fornj.ans but that Dr. Rafferty 

:i.s not bei.ng accepted by a substantial number of Californians 

·would you exp la; n why you th ink so many people ;:tre accepting 

~Hxon but not accepting Rafferty at th4.s po i.nt? 
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A Well, how you compare one to the other, the 

stages of their cnmpa igns, I don• t kno"'.r, I wouldn • t be 

able to -- to answer on that. I know thi.s, that in 
/' 

p::evious campai.gns for th;off.;ce he now holds, Dr. Rafferty 

has at times in the campai.gn been behind i.n the polls. I 

think that as the campaign goes on and I certaj.nly hope 

that when the people -- California sort of gets over what 

5eems to be an illus :i.on at the moment that Cranston :i. s some 

kind of new figure on the political hori.zon, and when they 

recogni.ze that he's the same old Cranston with the stamp of 

the inheritance tax apprai.sers, he's the same old Cranston 

who is the founder of the CDC, wh ·tch now defines Humphrey 

too conservati.ve. for :i.ts taste, then perhaps the polls 

will change, and I sjncerely hope so because I think that 

there is with -- regardless of what bitterness may remain 

from the primary, and this is possibly a factor at the 

moment now, the Republj_can pri.mary, I think that there is 

tar more si.milar ;.ty in the phi.losoph-i.es as Republ:i.cans of 

Dr. Rafferty and Senator Kuchel than there would be between 

Senator Kuchel and Mr. Cranston because I doubt that 

Senator Kuchel would have ever been a founder of the 

CDO or a supporter of it or even agree with the things 

that they have advocated. 

Q Well, do you believe that they are go 1.ng to be 

able to convi.nce the majority of the Kuchel voters that this 

js true? .Ppparently they don't th:i.nk so right no\ti.r from --

if the poll is any j_ndication of their poli.tical thinking. 

Well, that's what a campa:i.gn is for, to see 

"·'hether the polls are right or not. So we wi.11 just have 

to go to work in the campaign and see ·tf we can't indicate 

to them and point out to them that aga i.n they don't have 

a cho i.ce of no one. If they - ~ i.f they don't take our 

candidate, they take the other, and I don't th ink there 5. s 

any compar1son between the two as representing this country 

as a sen-a tor. 

Q Governor, are you sayi.ng that this senate race 

is a choice between bad alternati.ves? 
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No, no. No, not at all. I was s :.mply 

referring to Republ i_cans that he said at the moment don't 

seem to have joined the campaign as yet for the Republican 

candid ate. Z\nd I think they haven't -- it hasn't been 

borne in on them as 5.t "'_rill in the campa i.g1l, that by their 

non-support, they are i.n effect lending aid to a candidate 

that I don't bel5eve they have anything in common with at 

a 11. 

Q Well, Governor, one of those who is giving some 

non-support is Senator Kuchel h:i.mself. Do you -- have 

you made any effort to get Senator Kuchel the support --

to sup~rt Mr. Raf fertx. or do you th i.nk he 1 s lend i.ng aid 

to the enemy by not supporting the Super-1.ntendent? 

Well, of conrse here th:i.s -- this was probably 

one of the concerns of some of the Republ:i.ca'ns, that he 

has has not openly supported a great many other candi-

dates in the Republican party, so this isn't some new 

th!ng that he's just doi.ng with regard to Dr. Rafferty. 

I don't think thi.s can be used as indicat ~ng some kind of 

disapproval. 

Q Do you think th:i.s is a v 0olat,on of the.11th 

commandment? 

A No, I'm -- I oon't see any violat·'on of the 11th 

commandment. 

Q Governor, how do you feel about experimenteJ:.. 

academic formats at the University of Californ:i.a aiid 

the State colleges? Experimental programs like this 

Cleaver black racism. 

I think that you have to have experimental pro-

grams, but I think they also have to be planned in a 

respons-i.ble manner and certainly within concept of what 

is educationally valuable. 

Q Governor, I read in the paper where Mr. Nofziger 

may be seek:i.ng other employment. How will that affect your 

administra.tion? 

A I read it in the paper also. I tell you one +:h ·'. 

thing I can immed:-:_ately think of that it will affect the 

adm:i.nistrat -ion :i.s that we are going to have to f ~nd some 
..... 7() 
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substitute form of humor for puns. 

Q Governor,_ _one more quest ~.on about Senator Kuchel. 

If Dr. Rafferty asked you to intervene i_n his behalf in 

seeking endorsement, wq.1 you do so? 

Wait a minute, I'm -- I'm afraid 

Q If ~fferty wants you to ask Senator Kuchel 

'to endorse him, Rafferty, would you assist hi.m in that 

endeavor? 

Well, I haven• t had any d -~rect contact with Senator 

Kuchel but I have already expressed myself as hopi.ng that 

senator Kuchel could lend a hand i_n that campa:i_gn here in 

California, and as well as other campai.gns, and I tried to 

get the word to h:i.m through people who work with hi.m and for 

him -i_n his own campai_gn, and so far I haven't had a reply. 

Q Have you tr i.ed to ca 11 h i.m? 

}\ No, not directly. 

Q Governor, follow:in.g the story on Mr. Nofziger, 

he also quoted you as defin:ttely seeking x._e-elec;::t:i,on in 

can you con f i_rm that? 

L~T NOFZIGER: Not so, Ray, I did not. You 

go back antead the story in the Chron i.cle. Bob wrote i.t ~ 
Q The newspaper ~.tory quoted h i_m as saying --

There i_s no sense in talking about the 1970 

campaign until ·we get rid of the 1968 ~ampa ign. As I 

e.id )_n here one day, I would be very reluctant to f; nish oi? 
'-

quit a job that wasn't finished, that was even only half 

f~nished, but I don't think there -i.s any sense in talking 

about -- I th:ink you should only talk about the campai_gh 

that's right _in front of you. 

Q 
.,,.,. 

Governor, after your tour of the ~ast, to the 

Ohi.o area and so forth, how do you feel about George Wallace 

now and the threat he represents ~.n the general elect .:ons 

to the Republican and/or Democratic party? 

Well, it is The 

polls keep on showing him as down in a relatively far 

distant third posi_t -ion, and yet when you travel out that 

way and you come into a town you get a different i_mpress i.on. 

-8-



You feel that 

than t~.,~lls 
your O'-'m sense i.s that he 1 s doing better 

then would ind ~.cate. As a matt4r of fact, 

there -- there was a great deal of just talk -- there's 

•:always a lot of that in a campa i.gn, hut there was talk 

in many areas that he could conceivably come 5.n second, 

that he could even top Humphrey, but I didn't hear any 

talk that either he or Humphrey could surpass Dick Ni.xon 

now with the lead he has. 

Q Governor Reagan, speaki.ng of George r,1allace, 

there :i_s a radio report in Miami today that George ~1allace 

was considering you as a running mate .. 

(Laughter) 

Q Do you have any comment on that? 

A Oh, this has got to be the silly season. No, 

you've heard my vi.ews on that job as a job itself, and I 

can assure you that thi.nking of i .. t i_n terms of on that 

particular ti.cket does not i_n any way affect my decision 

to not consider such a position. 

Q Would you comment then on the obvious conclusion 

that George Wall~ c.onsiders himself politically close 

to your public philosophy? 

A Well, I +M for heavens sake, that is so shocki.ng. 

You only have to look at his record as Governor of Alabama 

to real i.ze that I could never 1 ink myself ~rfth such a way-

out 1 iberal as George Wallace. 

(Laughter) 

Q I wonder could I get back once more to hi.s 

qiestion here, can you tell us if there is any indication 
.(;}/{JP;,. j l 

Wi.en or why Lyn/will be leaving your staff? 

Listen, I've -- I've been bothered a l:ittle bit 

ever since the answer a couple of weeks ago when somebody 

asked about other -- just were there any people thinking 

of leaving1 and I said I had no knowledge of this, and 

I felt a little gu:i.lty about the answer. Let me tell you 

what the correct answer should be and perhaps you could 

understand why I just gave such a blunt answer on that 

occasion. We have a great many people in the admi.nistra-

tion, as I have indicated before, who have no des:tre for 
-9-= 



a government career, and who simply came aboard to give 

us a hand and because they believed in what we were try:tng 

to do. Now, from time to time some of those people are 

e -1.ther going to return to their profess :!.on or job or go on ;-, 

and seek new employment. But we knew this -- we know it 

now about a great many of them. I just don't feel that 

it is my place know~.ng this to constantly be speculating 

or talk ::ng about 4.ndicat i.ng when one of them is coming to 

me and telling me that the ti.me has come that he must leave 

because I feel that that's thelr decision. I'd keep 

them all as long as I could. But I recognize that I 

can't, and therefore I think lt is their decision and I'm 

not going to say anyth i.ng that might i.n any way i.nfluence 

plans they are formulating, contacts they are making, when 

bey chose to do this. So this is thf ituation w;_th 

regard to a great many of the personnel. If he wasn't 

rare, I'd say we are going to miss h:i.m. He's been a great 

hellp and he has also stayed a great many months beyond 

what he or igi.nally sa i_d he'd stay. When I first asked 

him to come aboard he had no i_ntent·1on after the campaign 

"18.s over of doing it. He fi.nally agreed to come for one 

year, and we talked him into a little further. 

Q Can we change the subj:ect or is there some more 

on that? You say what your i .. ntent:i .. on is about Assembly 

Bill 8, are you going to sign that for the.school aid for 

the J<:indergartens,.' mentally gifted basic .. ~I}.£L'".EE~~~m1 

P. Well, let me tall you that I thi.n~that bill 

itself was outside the understanding that we had with the 

Democratic legisla.tive leadership about property tax re-

Eef, and I thi.nk it was a way-out stretch to pretend that 

because schools are financed by property tax that this 

could now properly be cons ~.dered on the call. But in 

spite of that, I can't give you a coror;;~~nt on what I'm 

go:i.ng to do about the bill because t'i.1'"':re a:i'.'~ fiscal prob-· 

lems, very definitely. There are also some indiv;.duals 

that have asked permi.ss ion to talk to me before I make 

a decision on that:bill. So I'd rather not comment 

until they have had their opportunity .. 
-10-



Q Can you comment on the autopsy bill? 

P: Oh, yes, well this one I put on call for the 

p:lrpose of si.gning ~.t 0 They told me how they intended to 

©rrect it and I :i.ntend to s-i.gn that. 

Q Governor, getti_ng back to the campaign a minute, 

do you expect that the .Republicans will gain control of 

both houses of the ~eg·tslature in th:i_s election? 

>7el1, this is an uphill fi.ght. Let me say 

that the chances are better in the -- I think in the 

Congress are you talking about 

Q State Legislature. 

1.l, State level. Oh, I think we can, yes. I think 

"'e are going to get control of the .. legislature. 

Q How about the Congress? 

'ft, In the Congress I thi .. nk there is a better chance 

in the House of Representatives than there ~.s in the 

Senate. I thi_nk there is a fa:i.r f~.ghting chance in both, 

though. 

Q Governor, why do you feel the Republicans wi 11 

capture the legislature th:i.s com.;_ng year? I assume --

Well, I think that we are pointing out to the 

.i;eople and we are going to continue pointing out to the 

people that a great many of the things that they endorsed 

in 1 66 w;_th their votes, promi.ses that were made, have not 

E!en kept si_mply because on a parti.san basi.s our opponents 

have prevented them from even in many instances coming to 

th~loor for a 

things done. 

voteo Pnd I think the people want these 

I th :i.nk the people are in support of our 

efforts to reduce the size and cost of government, and I 

th ink they are aware of where the proposals for i.ncreased 

spending are coming from. 

Governor, when asked :i_ f you'd _run aga i_n i.n '70 .!.,..... 

you said let's get the 1 68 ca.mpaign out of the way first. 

Does the '68 campaign have any bearing on your decision to 

run aga~n in '70? 

No, {t just was a handy excuse for not aPEwering 

that quest i.on. 

{Laughter) 
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Q Governor, Speaker Unruh said yesterday the 

Republ:i.cans are attempting to buy control of the legisla­

ture at the tune of several million dollars, seeking to 

keep the legislative a.:stricts. Is that the Rep~.!t!! 

strategy this year? 

l>- Th-is i.s the strategy of both parties, not only 

ibis year but every year. There isn't any campaign organi-

zati.on that I know of that doesn rt concentrate an effort 

on certain hand-picked areas. We are doing it at the 

national level where you think you've got the best oppor-

tunity to make gains. And this is just ordinary political 

strategy. Of course this is go i.ng on, but Jesse Unruh :i.s 

a pretty strange character to be criticizing or pointing 

a finger at that because He's been opening the sack on 

that same kind of bas:i.s for a number of years to maintain 

ih~.s majority. 

Q 

A 

In other wordst the Republicans are doing it now? 

I think we always have done it. We are just 

doing i. t with -- let• s say, a l .:ttle more po"trrer than before 

because we have got more power than we had before. We 

are not as far down the ladder as a minority party as we 

were a few years ago. 

Q On the $enate cam12a-i.gn, Governor, how much 

influence do you think Senator Kuchel's endorsement or 

lack of endorsement will have on the legislature? 

JJ. Oh, I thi.nk he could be a great help. I thi.nk 

s:>me of the b:i.tterness that always follows a pr~mary 

campaign wonld be allevi.ated i_f he would speak up. I 

want you next -- yet he had his hand up. You. 

Q I just asked the question. 

A Ob. 

Q Governor, usually there is an assumpt i.on i.n 

a pres:i.dential race that the more exposure candidates get 

the better, they really can't get too much exposure. But 

I really got the feel i.ng from your statement the other day 

on Section 315, you thi.nk exposure can be overdone. You 

sa .;.a that the people know enough abou.t the issues now, 
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they have seen the candidates and that a television debate 
·would serve no purpose. I '-'?ender -i_f you would elaborate 

on that. 

Oh, no, my statement -- you mean about a Humphrey-

~Hxon debate? 

Q Do you think they could be over-exposed? 

You mean the Humphrey-Nixon debate? 

Q Yes. 

Oh, no, my p:d.ncipal reason there, it was just a 

plain discussi.on. of campaign strategy. I don't see any 

reason why Dick N~_xon should now lend his presence to get 

an aud i .. ence that Humprey seems unable to get for himself, 

and I just think it ~ould be poor strategy on his part and 

extremely foolish generosity to g.;.ve :into this challenge 

because I think the challenge is coming out of desperation. 

Q But fx:m the l:H.xon standpoin.t, not from the 

standpoint of the publ;c. 

A Oh, no. No, what I went on to say is I think --

I think that the issues can be carried on by the candidates 

without the purpose or the use of debate. I think that 

they will be discussed· in the next several weeks, very 

specifically by both candidates, as to where trey stand and 

what they advocate, and the fact that they are not in the 

same room when they express those views won't make any 

d -i_f ference. 

Q Rnother subject, Governoro Some people have 

suggested because of its first season operating defic 5.t 

that the state unload lts problems with the Californ~a~ 

Do you 

agree with that approach? 

No, I thj_nk that right now we know that we have 

got some -- some problems that we have inherited in the 

management structure that was set. The executive committee 

is going to deal with themo But I th i.nk ad.so you •ve got 

to recogn i_ze a shakedown cruise .. Thts is the first time 

It :i.sn•'t even fi.nished. The whole amusement area 

of Cal-Expo in order to open is not the amusement area 

that i.s contemplated as being permanently bu i.lt. 
-13-



I think you have to expect th; s ~-n any shakedown cru i_se. 

Q WouJd the sto.te be willing to undergo further 

losses for another year and perhaps another to shape up 

the fa-tr? 

A Well, I certainly think that we have to proceed 

along the plan that we have embarked on farther than just 

this. 

Q There have been some suggestions that there 

w:Ul be changes on the fair's executive board, is that 

true? 

A Well, I don't know. There is a -- a diffusion 

of management which I th·i.nk just be corrected. Somebody 

Ea id -~· has said that it was over-mana9'9d. I th i .. nk they 

they h<::ve :i.t w:cong.. I think the:ce wc.s such a diffusion 

betweE!D an executive bc.ard, betwf"'-n tha state and 

between the non-profit corporation which was the structure 

that had been built for Cal-E~o, as I say, when we came 

here, that actua:ly au~:~1-:>ri ty was so diffused that you 

couldn't aff~x responsi.bili.ty and I think this is one of 

the problems that the execut .;ve committee will be dealing 

w.;th right nm\1 to straighten this out, so there are lines 

oi authority. 

Q T1~ gene~al ~anager of Cal-Expo yesterday said 

what m:tght be $169 m:i.11~_on dollars i_n suz-plus state funds, 

said that with an ~.nfusi.on of $15 m;_lli.on dollars ~.n state 

money he could turn a profit of $2 million dollars for the 

S tateo 

'P,. 

What is your react;_on to that? 

Well, you could turn a pretty good profit just 

investing the $15 million dollars in bonds. 

{Laughter) 

I'll leave this to the executive committee and 

hear some of their views before we just talk about throwing 

some money i .. n. You'd be surprised, if we added up all 

the cla i.ms on what they say is surplus and surplus funds, 

we are ri.ght back where we were 19 months ago in this state. 

Q Governor, on a change of subject. P·re you <:ping 

to ask for the res i.gnation or ask San Francisco State 
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College not to hire .Qeorge ):1YJ:"ray: of the Black Panthe~rs 

as an instructor there? He has been rehired this fall. 

I was wonder i.ng <1.f you were go 4.ng to try and challenge 

that. 

A Well, thi.s is -- I can't attend the trustee's 

meeting which is going on right now, and where I know this 

matter will be discussed. I don't think th~.s is nearly 

the clear cut issue of the of the Eldridge Cleaver case 

at all, and I don't know whether th5s i.s an issue that the 

trustees themselves would want to make a go-for-broke 

:tssue. I question the advisab:i.lity of employing that 

gentleman, but as I say, I don't think ~.t ;s j_n exactly 

the same category as the Cleaver case. 

Q Governor, on another subject, Senator Gordon 

Cologne has announced he's wr:i.tten you a letter calling 

for a full investi_gation of re-organ:i.zation of the ~tate 

Qivjsion of Highways and he complains about a general 

iract~.ce of procrastination and lack of interest and 

publ i.c wishes. Have you seen the letter and do you have 

any response to it? 

A Yes, I've seen the letter and I took it up with 

the Department before I went down south a couple of days 

cgoo I think it is not qu~_te as much procrast:i.nation as 

has been portrayed, but I think there has been some I 

think there• s been more a lack of communicat "ons. There 

is a problem with regard to one facet down there that the 

procrastination is not on our part, it happens to be on 

the City Council with regard to an off-ramp, but I have 

arranged -- you write me a letter and we push buttoa.s·-

and the wheels turn -- I've arranged a meeting and Gordon 

Cologne is having a meeting with the people of the Highway 

Department and I think a great many of the problems which 

he properly brought before us, because there was no ques­

tion that -- that there hadn•t been communication or 

answers back on these, and I think he will have the answers, 

and I th-i.nk he will also have some action where i..t is 

possible. It isn't poss ~.ble in the one :i.nstance where 

-15-



i_t is the City Council that ts holding it up. 

Q You don't see any need for a full scale re-organi-

zation as he suggested? 

Oh, no, no. 

Q Governor, why would you question the h;_ring of 

qeorge Murray at San Francisco State and then be much 

rmre militant of the teaching of Eldric;ige Cleaver and they 

both hold the same views? 

·well, I think there are a number of differences 

with rega_rd to Eldridge Cleaver. There is, first of 

al 1, a completely non-credentialed teacher in contrast to 

one who is credentialed and was a teaching assistant before. 

I think also I 1 m not aware that his views are completely 

the same. Eldridge Cleaver in add:i.t ion to being non-

credentialed a~d supposed to be conducting a series of 

lectures and a course on racism, i.s hi.mself an advocate 

of rac-i.sm, an advocate of v·i.olence and indeed has publ i.cly 

advocated murder as a solut:i.on to the racial problem. 

Now, I think that what most people of good will are aiming 

toward :i.s finding a way to cut through bi.gotry and discr imi-

nation and pre~udice and get the recognition that all good 

r:eople should have, that human peings are human beings, 

ci.nd there s:.ou ld be no discrimination on the bas is of what-

ever differences lie between them. And whether it is a 

religious belief or race or ethn1.c backgroi·md or whether 

they are immigrants to this country or anyth:tng else, all 

the th{ngs that have been subjects or prejud~_ce we want 

to cure. Here is a man who openly has announced the 

:fai.lure of any such effort, that there is no longer any v-.1ay, 

that he wants the -- the separat~on, not the getting 

together -- wants the separation and to bring th "s about 

does·.1advocate, as I have said before, not just the killing 

of one, but the kill~ng on both si.des, kj.lli.ng of people . 

. :1\r.d I th ~nk to br ~ng an advocate of th i.s kind in under the 

pretension that he is going to br:ing a better understanding 

of the problems oJf racism is just utterly ridiculous and I 

think the committee that did this must be suspect of not 
legitimately seeking a course to study racism, but of 
presenting a provocation which would bring about the con­
frontation they have had. 

't'Tl"\Ti""ti" b trl~~-i,. ~"-~"' #""t-.Y.,. ____ _ 



PRESS CONFERENCE OF GOVERNOR RONJ>.LD REAG~N 

Hl:!LD NOVEMBER 6~ 1968 

Reported by 

Beverly Toms, CSR 

(This rough transcript of the Governor ts Press 

conference is furnished to the members of the Capitol press 

corps for their convenience only. Because of the need to 

get it to the press as rapidly as possible cfter the con­

ference, no corrections are made and there is no guaranty 

of absolute accuracy.) 

---oOo---

GOVE.ffi.JOR REAG~N: Well, let me just open 

by -- who left their keys here? Let me just open by 

saying that r•m very happy, while you can bet a hundred 

per cent with all the things we would have liked to have 

accomplished I 1·m very happy with the outcome of the election, 

certainly with the majority in the ~ssembly and I hope and 

believe now that we can have the cooperation now that we 

are past the election season of Democrats and Republicans 

would like to go ahead with the answers to the problems 

that need solving he:te in Cc-lifornia. 

Q Why did Ricnard Nixon win in California and Max 

Rafferty not? 

A Oh, I think -- well, we know that M~x's campaign 

got off to a bad start. It hcid several mere days, things 

might have been different. He was certainly on an upsur~e 

at the end a.nd closed the gap tremendously. But I think 

you also have to face that this is reC!'l.lly the first time 

th~t our opponents hcve really made an all-out effort for 

that seat, and they are a majority party. And their 

candidate was not apparently a part of the divisions that 

were giving the party so much trouble throughout much of the 

campaign. 

Q Governor, do you think that the help that Tom 

Reed and ~yn Nofziger and your off ice gave to Mex Rafferty 

provided the difference in giving you the legislative --

Pssembly majority? 

enough to ~-

Did it cut Rafferty's loss, as it were, 
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'P Well, I think 1ihe increased effort in the c?mpa ign 

was reflected in the -- in the change in the polls as he 

began to come up and to the outcome of the election, and 

I'm sure there must have been some reflection in that any 

time you have someone on the -- on the ticket, on the 

ballot, the higher level, who's pulled a big percentage of 

votes over away from you, anything that can lessen that is 

g::>ing to also lessen the chance of how many might stay in that 

column once they go over there. I wouldn 1 t know how to 

estimate that or what the totals would be, but anything 

that brings your side up is going to be reflected I think 

:h other rec es. 

Q Governor, do you feel tha.t the absence of Assembly-

men Unruh as Speaker would make your job easier? 

~ Well, let me just s?y I think when we get now 

that we are past this election season and settle down 

without that to effect this, why I'm sure it would have 

greater cooperation all around. 

Q You think the Judge 0 s merit plcn will psss th is 

next season with the Republica.n majority? 

~ We are sure going to try, try very hard. 

Q 

'P 

your 

Do you 

Wait, just one back there. Didntt you have 

Q Governor, do you consider the outcome of thiEr~ 

election a major setback for Speaker Unruh~ 

~ No, I would say that probably this was a reflec-

tion of the same thing the people made evident in the 1 66 

election, that they wanted the programs tha.t we hove been 

irying to advence since 19661 that they believed in the 

philosophy and the type of government that we are trying 

to provide here. 

Q Will you ~--~-the first question, Governor. 

In your opinion why did the voters make an exception of 

Max Raffer They liked Nixon, they liked the Republican 

legislators, ·why didn't they vote for Rafferty? 

1 Weli, I thought I did answer that. I think 
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that the -- as I said,. I don't think there's been any 

serious effort on the part of the Democrats to go after that 

particul~r office in recent years. Pnd this time they 

di.d and at the same time I think the fact tha.t -- that the 

party divided throughout so much of the campaign, the 

Democratic party as it was here in California, that their 

candidate wes not, somehow had managed to stay away from that 

kind of division, and it was the one place where the Demo­

crcts seemed able to get together in a unified party and 

they are a majority party and it was reflected there. I 

do think that no question that ~x•s camE~ign got off to a 

slow start and as I say, I think maybe it is one of those 

if you look Cit the rate of climb, a few· .more days might 

rave done H:, btit then on the other hand you can say a few 

more days the other way might have done it for some other 

candidates, too. 

Q You don't think there was any residuPl effect on 

the people? 

I think there's ~!ways got .. 1;:o be some. Again, 

I wouldn't know how to estimate or evaluate how many. 

But, when you ha.ve a. hard-fought primary, we know there is 

a lingering bitterness on the part of some and foot-dragging. 

Q Governor Reagan, what Rrograms~ have you failed to 

get through the legislature in the past two years that you 

plan to put top priority on in 1969? 

'P: Well, Ray, now obviously some of th,,rograms 

in the past will come back againo Things dealing with 

with pre-emption, field of law enforcement, with narcotics, 

with pornography, the judicial merit plan. But ;rather 

than to get into detail about this, we have had a team 

wrking and working with the legislative leadership and 

sometime between now and the session we will be able to 

make an c-nnouncement about a legislative program with the 

priorities on it. Jlnd I'd rl:lther wait unti 1 we are ready 

in that rather than to get into trying to guess all the 

things that we will have. 

Q But yourare opt~mistic about the prospects of 



some of the key programs? 

.'/) 

Q 

Q 

Yes. 

How optg;rnistic? 

Do you think Thomas Kuchel could have defeated 

Cranston if he won the nomination? 

Well: now again we have ·::o guess whether the 

Democrats wou:i..d s·cill h21ve gene ahead and made the same 

effort or whether they would nave as in the past run a 

token candidate and not mci.de a sizeable effort for that 

particular officeo 

Q Would you care to guess at it, though? 

No, I wouldn't o I eouldn' t guess on that. 

Q Governor, when you say you .. are optct>mistic about 

these~Erogram~ ~ext year, you think with Unruh gone and 

Monagan speake~ the Democrats would join with the Republi­

cans and put these things through? 

'[:>. Well, we have alwe>ys enjoyed -- not constantly 

in all things, but on many issues, we have had to have 

Democratic support or we wouldn't have gotten the progrcims 

through that we have. I think the figure, if I remember 

right, is something like 58 per cent of the things promised 

in the election of 1 66 have been implemented so that bad 

to tc-ke some democratic cooperation and I think we -- we 

will have that. We are in a better position now with the 

majority in the lssembly than we were, so of course I1m 

opt<bmistic. 

Q You favor Monagan to be the next Speaker of the 

Assembly? 

Well, now you are -- this is a legislative matter. 

Bob Monagan has been a darn good minority leci.der. find 

enjoys, I'm sure, the support of the bulk of the legislators 

of our porty. But this is something I wouldn't want to 

inject myself into. It is a legisl~tive matter. 

Q If Mr. Finch departs Sacramento for V-1ashington, 

do you have a choice at this moment for Lieutenant Governor? 

No, 4nd I ha.ve no way of knowing whether tha.t • s 

going to happen or not, whether he's going to remain or 

leave and I don't have anything to sciy. 
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Q I seem to recall it was during the Christmas 

party last year that you said whet you really wanted for 

Christmas was a Republican legislature. I wonder whcit you 

~~nt for Christmas this year~ now that you hcive that. 

Say, I hadn't gotten around to thinking about 

Christmas, how many shopping days yet. I don't know, 

having gotten my Christmas present, let• s just sa.y I got 

this yecix's Christmas present early. 

Q In 1964 when Murphy defeated Salinger, Salinger 

resigned and got appointed by Brown a little early to 

get the jump on the Sena. tor • If Kuchel does that early 

this year, would you appoint Cranston as Seaator a little 

bit earlier, a little bit ahead of his scheduled time? 

I hcventt even given that a thought. I doubt 

that that• s going to happen. Just have to let me see 

what would be good for California in that motter. 

Q Governor, what is going to happen to the buildi~~ 

m the $tate goll~g~s 9nd the universities over the pro­

jected period of the next five years now that this $.250 

million bond issue didn't make it? 

Well, as you know, we started last yar on the 

idea of pay-as-you-go basis, which incidentally was what 

the university had indicated, and all those who supported the 

bond issue two years ago, that that would be the la st bond 

Esue and they would go on pay-as-you-go. ·we made $50 

mill ion dollars available for the university of building 

this yearo I don't know the exact figure, what it would 

be in the budget this next year, we are going to do our 

utmost to carry on and keep up with the building needs of 

the university, on that basis, and I happen to be one who 

doesn't -- I don• t believe that we have hcid enough indica-

tion yet that we can't make it pay-as-you-go. We will 

try and then if tha.t can• t, we can always come back again. 

I feel that one of the things that was wrong with this par-

ticular issue was mixing apples and oranges. I believe 

that a more specific bond issue for the universities need, 

for example, directed to meElical s.chools. or something of the 

kind would get fair consideration from the people. 
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Q Have you been promised C1ny position in the Nixon 

cabinet? 

No, that was discussed with me in Miami and I 

made my decision then. I prefer to stay right here. 

Q Governor, back in the legislature, in vie~ of 

President Pro Temp. Hugh Burns thoughts and changes during 

the election, is he going to be )Our 21st Republican in the 

Sena.te? 

Well, now you'd have to csk Hugh Burns about that. 

Let me just say that I neV!'er fOund Hugh anything but coop-

erative. He was one who reE'llly rose above any pi!'rtisanship 

'With regard to cons ideretion of programs that were befOre 

the legislature and I would e~pect him to carry on in the 

s21me way. 

Q Governor, back to the bond for ~. minute, did you 

consider the vote --

PAUL BECK: Excuse me one second. Can I hove 

his keys, they are rattling on the microphone. 

GOVERNOR RE.A~J:l: I thought they might be a 

symbol of victory that there are now doors that I can open. 

Q Do you co~sider the vote rejecting the bonds a 

vote against the policies in the disturbances at the univer­

~ i!Y campuses during the last several years? 

Well, here again where to draw the line as to why 

people voted that wa.y, I don't know where you'd put the 

proportion. I'm quite sure that this must ha.ve been an 

expression of dissatisfC1ct5.on on the part of a. gre&lt many 

people. I &lso think if you will notice the voting 

on various issues that the peoplw were also making it very 

plain wherever they could vote with regard to spending that 

they still believe as they did two years ago overwhelmingly 

that there should be more economy in government and a. reduc­

t ion in the cost of government and I think this was also 

part of it. 

Q Governor, a couple of questions. If things had 

gone otherwise at Miami Beach, do you think you could have 

run as well as Richard Nixon did? 

Oh, that's~- that's one I wouldn't know how to 
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answer that, no one knows. As a matter of fact, I think 

the mystery of this election is going to be discussed pro 

and con for many months to come as to how why things 

happened and how they happened. 

scy about that • 

I wouldn't knowl what to 

Q The second question on a totally different sub-

ject. You had the Bradleye~adition case for some months 

now. Have you come to a decision on that? 

A Now, wait a minute here, till I look over here 

to my legal advisors because we have had some discussions 

about thct. 

Governor. 

yes. 

Q 

VOICE: We will have an announcement this week, 

We will have an announcement this week on that, 

Governor, how would you have personally judged 

the ethical conduct of the Cranston-Rafferty Qempaign? 

Q 

How would I judge the whPt? 

Ethical conduct of the campaign. 

Well, I said during the campaign that I thought 
"':) £::1.. ,t,/)~~r / hJ 4..,,A;;S 

there were many S'SQ~ attacks directed against Max Raf-

ferty and I think -- I still think there wa: e and I think 

that the image making that went on about him was completely 

unjustified and I don't think he fits the image at allq 

Q On that subject, Rafferty made one of the bases 

of his campaign the crises on the campuso Do you think 

the vote against Rafferty w~s also a repudiation of that 

as an issue? 

No, I do not. Because then you would have a 

strange thing with regard to the other question here, regard-

ing the bond issue. No, as a matter of fact, I would say 

that when when that was an issue and when Max Rafferty 

was making his views known on that was during the period 

when his campaign began a dramatic upsurge. 

Q Governor, did what you said a few minutes ago 

c'bout the Cranston-Rafferty campaign mean that you think 

that Rafferty's c~m~~ign was free of any objectionable 

tactics? 
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Yes, I don•t know of any. ~t the same time I 

nst say tliis, however, I don't know of any charges that 

were filed with the Central Committee cibout that campaign. 

Q How about the charges that were filed with the 

Fair Campaign Practices Committee regardin~ _Rafferty? 

I remember reading something about that, but there's 

been too much to have -- and 1•ve been campaigning too hard 

myself to be able to pin down what the deta.ils were on that. 

Q Governor, were you surprised that ~umphrey ran 

as well as he did and have you formed any assessment as to 

why he came as close as he did? 

Well, I never believed amd any of you who heard 

my c21mpaigning know that I never went a.long with those 

original estimates that this was going to be a runaway. 

This just doesn't happen when you have a majority party 

cga inst you, and I think it was just inevitable that as 

the campaign went on the wounds would heal that had come 

down to them from the convention, and I think they -- they 

did, they began to put their people together. First evi-

dence of that was the dramatic appearance in Texas, and they 

healed the wounds there and what has been a long standing 

feud. Then McCarthy's coming aboard, and they are a 

majority party, and I think -- I think this just -- this 

was inevitable, and I constantly warned about it, that 

this -- no one should get in their mind th?t this was going 

to be an ecsy job cind it is possible th?t with so much 

emphasis placed by the media and by the pollsters in the 

e crly weeks that it is also possible th21t they may have 

slowed do"t·.m some Republicans who let up on their efforts 

early in the campaign that -- the precinct level and all 

and the local headquarters, because they didn't feel that 

such an effort was necessaryo 

Q Do you think -- governor, do you think that 

Hubert Humphrey's showing could be attributed to the 

bombing halt, the timing of the bombing halt? 

I wouldn't know how to evaluate the effect of 

that because -- and~ think it will be sometime before you 
/ 

can really get a score on that because for every· \person 
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I heard that might have been excited about it there was no 

question the Humphrey camp tried to make something of that, .... 

but you also heard the great outpouring from people who took 

it cynically, who didn't believe in it and who recognieed 

the timing and the flaws in it, as were made evident even 

before the election when it was finally revealed that Saigon 

wasn't going to go along, that it was a. unilateral decision 

that we didn 1 t have some kind of a definite commitment, the 

news that the arms were pouring down the Ho Chi Minh trail. 

I don't know whether one balanced out the other or not. 

There is no question it was a dramatic moment. Maybe it 

refocused some attention, stiffened some backs over on the 

democratic side, but I don't know how to add that upR 

Q Do you think the Nixon cempaign slowed down in 

Ca.l i forn ia, maybe too much? 

No, I thought he put in a great deal of effort 

here and certainly we all did and I think the fact that 

C?lifornia went more decisively than the national average 

o~im is an indication that -- a reflection of that. I 

think California had a pretty good Republican campci ign going. 

Q Governor, during the last two years when somebody 

asked why some part of your progrBm didn't get through the 

1 egislature you could point to the fact that the Democrats 

had control of the Assembly and does the fact that the 

~epublicans now have control put the creative society on 

the spot in 1969? 

No question ?bout it. If we can't do it with 

the Republican majority, then it is going to be revealed, 

that fact. v1e can't just simply lay to the pa.rtisanship, 

but on the other hand, since we have the bulk of the 

Republican legislature with us on the things we did accom-

p 1 ish and for the -- cind even with the things that we failed 

to in accomplishment, I would think that those individuals 

who found themselves unable to go along are going to have 

to be cble to mci.ke a pretty good case for themselves. 

Q With the election over, do you think there is 

anything you can do now for BART such as a special election? 

Well, I'm still in the pcs ition that I was in. 

I will listen to -- to anyone who will come in with a 
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workable plan that does not endanger the £inane ial situa­

tion or stability of the state. I always had that one objec.:..·~, 

tion to one plan a.nd it Wes wide open for anything else 

that they might suggest or any combinations of plans and 

I still am. 

Q Has the outcome of the election given you any 

encouragement toward a solution? 

Well, I would say that it has to be reflected as 

a kind of endorsement of -- of what we he ve been doing or 

even what we have refused to do, so far. 

Q Senator Moscone showed us several examp±es where 

the actual voting record itself was distorted by Republican 

candidates in Assembly ceimpaigns. He suggested that he 

would be in favor of some kind of legislation, fair campaign 

type in Ce.li forn ia. Do you think something needs to be 

eone and can be done? 

Well, I don•t know, I'd be glad to see what he 

ms in mind and a.ny time tl:rey want to lay down some rules 

br themselves, I'd be -- I'm sure that our side would be 

happy to join in • 

Q ~11 the blame seems to be going toward the 

California plan, Spencer Robert's operation of the various 

.~ssembly campaigns. 

Well, now, is he objecting to the way the game 

was played or just the way it came out? 

Q This is before, he was objecting to the way the 

game was being played. 

Well, we made an all out effort. We -- I don 1 t 

think there is anything wrong. Didn't re say anything 

about those districts that the other side 1-.ed picked out 

and were making an eqt1ally 

Q He overlooked those. 

we1i, maybe we can remind him of them. 

Q Governor, now that you've gotten your Christmas 

present and the creative society is going to be the majority 

and after you've had a couple of hours rest on the cam­

paigning, what are you specifically going to do in the 

Governor's chair to move for the 1969 
~~~---::=----~~~~~~~~, 

islative session 

Erograms? What are you going to push on first? 

~ Well. this is what I said when I answered eatlier 



that we have been working and working with the legislative 

leadership on a whole legislative program that will include 

some of the things we tried for and haven't achieved as· .. 

yet and other programs dealing with the problems all the 

way from education on, and we are not prepared now, but 

between now and the session we will be -- we will be 

c.oming forward with that program, you'll have a crack at it. 

Q Governor, some of that leadership in the ~ssembly, 

the Republican leadership that is pro withholding, I 

VJOnder where your feet are now, are they still in concrete 

on ~oldins? 

v7ell, no one has shown me any indication yet 

this would be an improvement or that this would in any way 

be beneficial. ~s a matter of fact, I suspect that that 

might have been perhaps the possibility of withholding 

becoming a part of the piggyback ride on the federal tax 

farm, I suspect might have been part of the reason why 

Proposition 4 failed, of the possible threat of withholding. 

I heven • t seen eny indication that the people have chcinged 

their minds about it. Now, wait s minute, John. 

Q Do you know whether William Penn Mott is in 

consideration for the Secretary of the Interior under Nixon 

and have you been ?sked the recommendation on him for that 

job? 

No, but I expect to be having some conversations 

with Pick ~Hxon very shortly and in the future, and I'm 

sure if there are people of ours that they are looking at 

this will come up in the conversation. I wouldn't blame 

them if they were looking, we got some grdat people handling 

these jobs, but thet's really going to call on the best 

within me as to how generous I can be. 

Q Governor Reagan, do you feel that Speaker Unruh 

now moving into two years apparently as minority leader 

:i.n the Assembly, will this give him an even better platform 

to snipe at you and the Republicans if he is lcying a founda~ 

tion to run for Governor in 1970? 

Well, RBy, there is no -- there is no question 

that from a minority standpoint a fellow's sort of like a 
-11-



grandparent, he can spoil the baby and doesn't have any 

responsibility for the upbringing. He can -- yes, he can 

be loyal opposition without a feeling of having responsibility 

1a id on him for for these accomplishments and this would 

give him a -- no question about it, a formidable position. 

Q 

P.ssembly. 

Q 

You look for him to run in 1970? 

Well, he saidJe wasn't going to run 

He must have something in mind. 

for the 

Yes .. Governor, how do you view the fact that 

the Republican gains in the .7:\ssembly weren't also reflected 

.n the Senate'? 

Well, if you really want to know what I think 

about the races, and the fact that we have such a narrow 

ms.rgin in the _7)ssembly, I think it is a tribute to the 

ability of our opponents to redistrict the state in their 

Bvor which they did a short time ago. It was built to 

p:eserve the status quo. 

Q Governor, another subject. ~n Oakland Judge 

last week ordered all state officials, public officials not 

to comment on Eldrigge Cleave~ because of a pending case 

before his court. ~nd he said you were included in th?t 

category. Do you intend to obey that court order? 

Well 1 the only place where I would not be able 

to -- but I don't think this would be violating it, is in 

Regents meetings, if this becomes a subject with regard to 

his qualifications for teaching. Then obviously I would 

have to discuss it as would the rest of the Regents because 

it would be a part of university business, but I don't see 

any perticular reason to have to discuss him or talk about 

him now. I 5ll find something else to talk about. 

VOICE: Thank you, Governor. 

---000---
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i:'iOVERNOR ~- ;,N: Well, Merry Christmas is the 

only opener, M<::>=Y Christmas and a Hcippy t-iew Year. 

Q Governor, cire you optimistic for a. settlement at 

&F State between now and the time classes resume after the 

Christmas vacation? 

No, I don't know what you mean by settlement. 

The University or the colleg~ I should say, has 

adopted a policy of staying open and enforcing the law 8nd 

protecting the law abiding citizens and faculty members1 

that will continue when the vacation is over, and as far as 

I am concerned that is the settlement. 

Q What about that proposed proposition that we use 

this period to look for a replacement for Dr. s. I. Hayakawa? 

tliJho suggested that: 

Q John Burke. 

I think Dre Hayakawa is doing a fine job over 

there and is pursuing the policy, which should ha.ve been 

pursued for quite sometime, and I doubt if the trustees are 

interested in finding a successor. 

0 Do you think there is anything to be gained during 

this period by a. discussion between the trustees and the 

.AFT? 

~!o, but the law, let's make one thing plamn, the 
"J'/'t ,.u-r' 4 ""1 

law requires Chairman Merriman to do what he did. If ~ 

representative of a group of employees in an organization 

wants to discuss some of their j!employee problems, it is 

proper and it is, he is compelled by law to confer, .~ 

. ... • ··' ! ft : • ·. -~ -1&:l 



but this does not mean negotiate. There is nothing to 

negoti~te with them. These professors are there on a con­

troct basis, and he is very h21ppy to confer and heat.their 

thoughts. 

Q Governor, -·n retrospect, do youA the trustees mcde # 

a mistake by limiting the flexibility it gave the adminis-

tration by imposing these orders at the beginning of Novem-

ber? 

policy 

No.. ~s a ma.tter of fact, cis I said I think the 

incidentally) the policies were announced by Dr. 

Hayakawa as , is own when he agreed to take on this assign-

ment. He was the one who said that he would take on the 

assignment if h .. » ould open the csmpus: · ·:l he could in­

stantly suspend1 and treat with students who were disduptive 

or faculty members who refused to teach. 

This wss certainly in line with the thinking of 

the trustees. The type of thing we believe for some time 

is the thing that should be done. 

Q Governor, what is ~our person~l reaction to the 
ti 

15 demands by the BSe? 

Well, there were some of those demands, if you 

want to call them demands , that I think the college · · 

authorities and the trustees have been considering for quite 

some time and have been planning towardo For example, e> 

Department of Ethnic Studies, but there are others that are 

No. 1, are re~iculous, hut the very idea of demands, the 

idea of sitting down and bargaining or negotiating demands, 

this is intollerable in education. The administrators of 

a college cannot negotiate on that basis with students. 

They can't negotiate without giving away whatever author­

ity they are suppose to have. You listen to students, 

listen to suggestions and if they are good suggestions, 

you decide to implement them, but that decisior' t:elongs to 

the administrators and no one elseo 

Q If there is, a hardline attitude c ··!·nth F-iif.ec'j1e 

what will be the .solution snd when? 

I think the solution is very obvious. Those 

who find themselves unable to go to the college under the 
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existing rules and the manner in which the o~llege is run, 

can go some place else to get their education, and I would 

suggest that they have indicated by their attitude, that 

they really are in need of it, an education. 

Q One more estion, shortly after Dr. Hayakawa 

was appointed he was ~~tad as saying he was conducting 

daily communications with you by telephone. That was about 

a week ago that he talked about those communica.tions. 

Dr. Hayakawa said that? 

Q He was quoted as saying that. 

Well, I don't know that they have been daily. I 

don't think so, but I have checked in with him from time 

to time with him simply, when things were very hot, to 

assure him, to make sure that he had all the support he 

neededt to ask him if there was anything that we could dor 

to assure him that the State stood ready with regard to 

what we cen do, and that is in the enforcement of 11:1w and 

order in the protection of the citizens and the faculty. 

There is no way that I in any way c2n inject my­

self or State Government into educational policies or 

matters, but I have check in repeatedly and s~metimes when 

I thought when things were v12ry rc.-ugh, he might like to 

hove the assurance that this support is here for that, 

and in each case I found Dr. Hayakawa of good spirit and 

certainly not particularly needing any morale boost. 

Q Related to the ethrdcs studies, would you like to 

see the textbooks currently being used in the California 

educational system re.~«':itten to include black history? 

Well, I thought for a long time, just as a 

citizen, I think you are into an area now that is beyor.d 

normally my control or anything that I officially could 

do, but I thought for a long time that there are areas of 

our studies, of our studies that could be improved on the 

basis of the contributions of all of us to better portray 

the great mix that is Pmerica 

that~ the fact JI that here in 

! anaro stimulate pride in 
I 

this one country in all the 

world, we are representative of all the peoples of all the 

world, and I think, yes, I think that this h?s been neglect­

ed. I don•t think it has been neglected, aimed at any . ' 



one ~articular group. I think what has happened, particu--

larly in the ares of history, cind this has been of concern 

to a great many people, also, the fact that our students 

no longer hear stories of past J.lmerican heroes, regardless 

of their background, ra.ce, point of origin: that is, 

history has grown , fifty more years history than there 

was fifty years ago. So, the books either have to get 

thicker or they h2ve to skim down some of the things that 

some of us learned earlier. So, you discover history 

books that no longer give you the Patrick Henry speech, 

and this has been disturbing to some people, also. I 

think in that there has been, the other has been a victim, 

also, this idea of spending some time on the great mix of 

~merica, the contribution the people have made from a vari­

ety of backgrounds, and I think there ought to be some way 

to find an answer to this. I cm not an educator. I don't 

know the way. I found my mind turning to this and wonder-

ing , some years ago one of the studios in Hollywood made 

a series of colored shorts, called "Historical Shortso" 

They portrayed the episodes or the incidents leading up 

to Patrick Henryts speech, Paul Rivere 1 s ride a.nd a number 

of other things. I':H~ wondered sometimes if film might not 

offer an answer to some of this, the more dramatic part 

that could dramatize the contributions of the various it 

people, and certa.inly this should include the contributions 

made by the members of the so-called minority groups. 

These would not be as time consuming as study­

ing them, and I am recalling that during World War II, I 

was connected with a tra.ining film , that a .thirty-

minute viewing of the film , knocked almost three weeks out 

of the training coursedn that particular department and 

perhaps there is an answer there to this type of thing. 

Q Governor, your Finance Director said that in 

this year 1 s bud~et there would be money for no new · 

programs in education, but there would be enough money to 

account for the increase in student body as much as pos­

sible, but that was it. Is that true? 

.·I 



well# this is, this is pro~ably or very proba.bly 

true, because of the necessity to trim almost a half a 

billion dollars out of budget :equests in total, or more 

than a half a billion, a half a billion dollars over and 

above the expected revenues for the State, and certainly 

we are not going to the people and ask for new taxes. so, 

the Government has to be reduced to the size of the income. 

0 Governor, would this mean there would be no 

ethnics studies program? 

» No. ~s ~ matter of fact, there is a flexibility 

on the campus, Within the departments, within each campus, 

that would allow them to transfer. For example, at San 

Francisco State most of tbe courses to be included in an 

ethnics studies department are presently qoing on but 

assigned to various other dep!'rtments. ' lot of the 

issue now is to ~~t those studies into one department. 

History for exam~le is in the History Department, end so 

on, and this would not necessarily entail a vast increase 

in budget. 

There is an increase of a sum of money, let me 

point out, that is necessary for the state colleges, due 

to the fact that they underestimated very drastically this 

year their own growth, their own student enrollment. This 

was pcirticularly true at three campusses, Long Beach State, 

San Francisco State to a certain degree , and one other 

one, one of the schools down south, San Diego State. Now, 

we were prepared end are prepared to augment their budget 

by $600,000.Qe to take care of this, and this was the 

request from the tru•tees, to take care of this over­

enrollment, but I would like to point out right now, t.hat 

here is $600,000.00 to be made available th~t damage, 

physical damage done to a state college plant by this 

criminal ele~ent and this hoodlumism on the campus is now 

in excess $400,000.Qe. There's $400,000.~ that could 

very well have been put into improved education and in the 

professors salaries. 

Q Governor, on your highe";- education t'JOli£L 



Democratic Congressman John Tunney criticized them and he 

said that you were making the State Colleges and Univer­

sities a polical football. I would be interested to hear 

your reaction to that. 

'P Since I never met John Tunney and since John 

Tunney has never asked me what I am doing or has never ask­

ed me what my views are, I think it is a little early for 

me to start campa.igning against John Tunney. He may have 

the time to campaign against me , but I am busy. 

Q Can we get back to that question, where the 

professor, Howard Smith, the former president of S~n 

Francisco State said that the problem is largely finan­

Si~.lt the professors in their demands are a.sking for things 

that will cost more money: the students are asking for t.1: i 

things that will cost more money. If there isn't any 

more money for new programs, well then, would it be that 

none of their demands would be met? 

'J/l. I just explc:tined to you that is not true. There 

are many of these demands that don't call for that. I 

think what Mr .. Smith was speaking about at the time was 

the overcrowded condition and the need for more money 1 

also. It is true too, that the dispensing of funds to the 

individual campusses might not have been to the liking of 

each individual campus, there was certain of this wos a 

dispute with chancellor DumiJ<e's office with regard to 

the disposition of funds cempus by campus. Some compusses 

did not have the ,,Problem of over-enrollment that others 

did, and there was a request for some balancing up. 

There is going to be an increase to the budget 

of the college system and the university_ system. It is 

not going to be the increase which they requested, and it 

is a sure case of not having the funds. 

Q Governor, this $400,000.C:RJ figure that you men-

tioned, is that the total for all the State colleges? 

A Yes, as nearly as we can figure about now. This 

includes the fire at San Fernando State, the bombing and 

the fire at San Francisco State, broken windows in just 

one day, one of the milder days, they broke $25,000.lft 



worth of windows. 

Q Governor, Dr. Hayakawa has closed school down 

for one week and last week he announced that he had changed 

some of his positions concerning discipline and said that 

he would rescind some of the order previously given. Do 

these two positions run concurrent and agree with the 

trustees• positions? 

Yes. I think if you check on what he actually 

said and what actually has happened there, the change in 

scheduled vacation schedules to conform with the other 

schools in the area, I concur with. I think this was 

very sensible. We discovered that the high schools are 

out this week. ~lso that the criminal element had elab-

orate plans for getting thousands of these high school 

kids, many of whom would be simply be attracted by the 

excitement, to go up to the campus. Now, knowing the 

tactics of that group, it was pretty logical that they 

would get these kids out in front and precipitate violence 

if they could, hoping for some cracked heads of high 

school youngsters,and so for the protection of those, we 

decided not to maintain San Francisco State as what the 

law calls an attractive nuisance. So, we simply changed 

the schedule~ It wasn't clesed down at allo We changed 

it to conform to make the Christmas vacation conform with 

the Christmas vacations of the other institutions in the 

area, e.nd lengthened the semester by the same period of 

time and lengthened, starting the next semester a week 

late, it will go a week leter in June~ 

As to the change in some suspensions, this was 

simply that the flood was more than the cumbersome hearing 

process that we have on the campus for hearing cases of 

cha+ges against students could handle. suspension means 

they can't go to class. Now some of these obviously were 

going to be cases, where the discipline might be very 

minor and they would be cited and the law of averages, 

there is going to be some where there would be no disci-'' 1· .. ~ 

pline, but in the meantime, through a long period of 

waiting until you could get to the case, this student is 

denied the right to go to school, He lifted those sus-_..,_ 



pensions, but the charges still hold. They will still hcve 

to have a hearing; they will still hold them subject to 

discipline. 

Q Governor, what do you think should be done to the 

group of wrongdoers, who went on that rampage 21t San Meteo 

last Friday? 

P Well, I think the president of the college t~~re 

made it very plain and is handling this properly. Charges 

are going to be filed and those who broke the law, they are 

going to follow through with prosecution of them, and he 

sa.id there will be a number of suspensions. There will be 

other kinds of discipline, and who knows, perhaps there 

will be perhaps some expulsions. I think he is well :n 

hand. 

Q Is there --

Wait one second. 

Is there a point down there where the college 

president can't have police ringing the campus months Un end 

for example? 

A Well, I hope that it won't be for months on end. 

I think that f? .. ?tn Francisco StatEl!-t. I think that if a little 

balance is given to the coverage, you will find that Dr. 

Hayakawa on the basis of attrition is winning. I think the 

evidence yesterday that they gould only muster a hundred 

and fifty downtown for their big rally and parade. I think 

there would be one thing, I don't wa.nt to suggest to tele­

vision, for example, how to run their business, but I 

think there would be a better balance in the coverage of 

the San Francisco situation if sometimes, without notifying 

the descendants in advance, if some television stations had 

given some coverage to those hours of the day, and I stress 

hours, when there has been no disruption, when students have 

been going to class in great numbers, moving peacefully from 

class to class all morning, instead of dwelling only on the 

noon hour, when for fifteen or twenty minutes perhaps there 

is a state of vi61ence, that I know is very exciting to 

watch, and it makes good photography, but does not convey 
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the true balance, where a few pet classes are being dis­

rupting during that noon houri and it does not convey the 

impression that the thousands who are going to class and 

getting an educationo 

Q What about police on campus for months on end, 

couldn't that be a possibility? 

It could be a possibility, but I think we've 

come to a moment:<.?-onfrontation. I think that this lawless 

element, and it include a certain group of professors and 

students, highly organized, is bringing this about just 

for this purpose, and there is no longer any room for 

appea.sement or forgive,: and the colleges have come to a 

point, and this is true not only of the state institutions, 

it is happening to our indepe;~.1dent colleges cind universit­

ies as well, it has come to the point where they must 

make a stand. Now, if it takes that and the force to make 

a stand, then that is what they must do, but I would sug­

gest that before those long months were up, a concerted 

plan to get rid of those professors, who have made it ap­

parent that they are far more interested in closing the 

school than they are in fulfilling their contract to 

teach, and likewise, ridding the campus of those part­

time students or those nonstudents with the militant 

leaders there. 

Those who still think this is just student un­

rest, let me tell you that I have had one college 

president in my off ice who told me that on his campus of 

9,000 students, where there has been no problem and no 

trouble, 12, presumtably students, but at least leaders 

of the ruckus at San Francisco State, twelve arrived at 

his campus at 8:00 o'clock one morning end by noon ~td the 

entire campus of 9,000 in a total state of disruption. 

Now, this is not just student unrest. 

Q Do you agree with some critics that there is ~ 

foreign conspiracy on the campus? 

:A 

Q 

A foreign conspiracy? 

Yes. 
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No. I am just saying that there are several 

organiz~tions, that have been able to get together if the 

cause leads toward violence. There -- Their aims and 

goals may not be exactly the same. One group prides them­

selves on being anarchists and carrying o black flag and 

a.nether group, the SDS have other aims.. Now, you hcve the 

Vietnam anti-war group also involved in this and you have 

this number of groups that can get together, which is a 

little bit like the PFT deal, the day at San Francisco 

State, when for their own purposes, they decided to climb 

on the bandwagon and join the paradeo 

Q Before you change the subject, we had foundJt 

San Francisco a number of classes that have been meeting 

quietly off campus in churches and other buildings there 

to avoid the turbulent scene, and apparently this has been 

going on for a number of weeks, and I wonder how you feel 

about this practice of professors taking their classes off 

campus and meeting with them in other buildings to con­

tinue teaching during the strike? 

There is some, who did. This practice started 

before Dr. Hayakawa. I am sure that some of it has con-

tinued. I know one professor on his own admission has 

paid the rent himself for the space thct is being used. 

I think it is regretable , but I think the 

great tragfdy that is going to come out of this, unless 

we stand firm and give our people protectio~, is that the 

professors, who are going to leave our fine educational 

system in California, are going to be the good ones, who 

don't want any part of this. 

Q I wonder if you approve or disapprove of the 

practice :of the classes meeting off campus? 

~ Let me say I realized at one time the necessity 

fo1it. I 1would like to see them return now that there 

has been protection for them guaranteed and a new policy. 

I have a letter in my pocket from a professor, 

who asked that his anonymity be prese£ved because he 

fears for the safety of himself and his family if it was 

known that he wrote such a letter. This sort of thing has 
.. ,.. 



been true, but this letter was written prior to Or. 

Hayakawa., and he W<:"S asking for specifically what we now 

have. He was asking for an administration at the college 

that would stand up to this lawless element and that there 

would be protection for them and that he, himself, said 

that the great dan~er is going to be the good professors 

are going to seek jobs elsewhere, because they are sick 

and tired of operating under these threats from this ele­

ment that have really betrayed their profession. 

Q To change the subject, in light of yesterday's 
,6,t,'rtt:S 

disclosures about Senator Byrne's involvement in insurance 

and yet at the same time he was preparing important insur­

ance legislation, would you like to see the legislative 

conflict of interests laws tightened or do you think any­

thing can be done about it? 

A Well I don't want to get into how the Legislature 

handles its own affairs, because I have never found 
ffi,,,....;1 

Senat0r ~ operating anything except in an honorable 

manner and unless and until someone shows fcicts indicating 

otherwise, I am convinced of his high principles. 

Q Governor, could you elaborate on your statement 
c::: .. /~" (!::1 j,,,t%:f r:.~:::r L 

yesterday on what you think the glGoto~ia-1 system should 

be? You have indicated disapproval of the college, ~-
/ f 

c:'!I C.. c. Tbr?? / 
~erial college system, but you did not advocate popular 

electionso 

No. I wish I could give a clear answer. I 

hciven•t made that kind of c-. study. I know there are two 

weaknesses. One of them, of course, is the human thing; 

the factor of going through this now ceremony as we did 

yesterday, when it was, when today we know the decision has 

already been made, it is just a ceremony, but the second 

thing is the procedure that we discovered when we dis­

covered that this election was going to be closer than was, 

the possibility of lit/erally having an election and then 

no president, and I think this should be straightened out 

and clarified once and for all. .P.11 that I was expressing 

was,. that in doing it, I would not like to see these who 



favor the just pure popular vote secceed in getting that 
-:?'?../ /-~· fr'J 

even though they call it a ~ toward pure democracy. 

Pure democracy just hasn't been very successful in past 

history, and I think that whatever system is worked out, 

to correct the shortcomings in the present one, should 

still keep the idea of protection for the less popular 

states. In other words the ~lection should be on the basis 

of by states and thus preserving our federclism , and that 

beyond that I haven't made a study in which I am prepared 

to come forth with something. 

Q Governor, could you tell us how the search for a 

Lt. Governor is going? Where is it now? 

Oh, it is still sleepless nights and -- No, 

nothing to report.and t won 1 t have. 

Q When do you think you will have a decision on that 

Governor, before Christmas or after? 

I really don't know. The holidays, themselves, 

have complicated this matter, of course, because there are 

a number of people I would like to talk to, consult with, 

hear their views throughout the state and it isn't the 

easiest matter to get those meetings together right now 

at this time. 

Q How many people would you say are under serious 

consideration at this point? 

Roughly a dozen. 

Q Lt. Governor Finch said that you hcid promised 

him a good amount of the word in selecting his successor. 

Is this true? 

Well, no such iss"le evE:r ca.me up. Bob, himself, 

has sent a fe·\i\1 ncimes in • I have mentioned others that 

I have been suggested to bin by o .. :.hers in mt3etings we 

have had, But he, himself, stated th~ las+. time we were 

together in front of you gentlemen, b.lo :::et;,;ponsi";Jllity was 

whether to take the job in Wahsington a.nd my responsibility 

was to name a successor. That 1 s the way it is by law cind 

that is the way it will be. 

Q Would you talk to him before you make the final 

decision? 

_, ?-



Oh, certainly. I think that is a courtesy that 

should be extended. 

Q Governor, is George Christopher under serious 

consideration? 

George Christopher's name has never been sug- · 

gested to me. 

Q Governor, a few minutes ago you said thci.t, 11 It 

was a little early for me to be campaigning against John 

Tunney." Does that mean that you have definitely decided 

to campaign for reelection in 1969? 

No. I just saw some of his words and on the 

air while he was here yesterday, he admitted that he was 

touring the state with the idea of assessing his possibil­

ities for a statewide contest, and that is his bag. 

Q What are your thoughts on running for reelection 

at this moment? 

Well, as I said before, I won't make it dependent 

on the first snow in the Sierras. It is a little early 

to talk about that,too. I am going to try to get through 

the coming legislative session. 

Q 
,t1,;.,,·n5 

Sen~tor 5l'raes has said that he has written 

you letters asking that you consider Senator lturgeon ~ 

and William Whitehurst for reappointment to the Highway 

Commission? f\.re either one of these twa being given, are 

any thoughts being given to ffollowing his recommendations. 

Yes. Senator Sturgeon is one of the names under 

consideration. 

I haven't had an opportunity to talk to Gordon 
k-v·c&-

beitvis over there in the department about this. 

Q Governor, what is your priority aim for '69? 

~iority aim for '69. Well, I am afroid it would have to 

be a salvo of arrows instead of just one. We will be 

having meeting in the next few days with regards to some 

legislative means. I W.)uld think that tax re.i:orm would 

loom very large, probably a top priority in this, but 

along with that I t-:.,,d.nk would go the res:.">1 ving of the 
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educational issue1 some of the legislation, which we 

have proposed in the past and which we didn't get, we are 

going to try again. 

Q Where are you on withholding, Governor? 

I still haven't had proven to me that with-

holding is anything other than an opportunity for a one-

time windfall for the State, and it is the one-time wind-

fcills that have gotten us into the trouble we a.re in o 
r 

~A->/j,P"'/"'i£J?; 
Q If Il!ir. Perel~es position should be withholding 

as say one of the few possible keys to the whole tax re-

form, do you think that you might possibly --

I can't conceive right now from all of the 

studies that we have made, of it being a key factor in 

tax reformo 

Q What are your feelings on lowering the_ voting . 

~to 18? 

~ You are the oldest one that has asked me that 

lately6 Usually it is the kids that ask me that. 

I am not in concrete on that. I have some 

serious reservations and I have told young people about 

them. One has to do with the fact that, and I hcive asked 

young people in their own minds ~o think about it, their 

own associates, and can they tell me that all at age 18 

are equally mature in their judgment, and usually the 

answer comes back from them that they recognize that at 

that age , there is a wide disparity. Some are much more 

mature and they have more confidence in them at 18~ 

others they recognize are still too behold~g to others, 

but the main reservation I have, has to do with the 

organization that would take place on the campus. Now 

there is hardly a year that isn•t an election year of 

some kind or other. Once you do this, there is no politi-

cian and there is no political party that can afford not 
r.::.t!t) 

to organize the campus, and thus you would have a ~ 

threat to academic freedom, with attention now paid to 

professors in tbe classroom~nd tbe views they express 

and what their bearing might be on the education. It would 

come down almost to equal time type of thing, and I think 



this is something that should be greatly considered and 

by anyone who wants to change this, because 18 brings you 

all the way down through the campus and it even touches on 

the high schools. 

Q Governor, do you have any plans to meet with 

Mr. Nixon about f ~ate-Federal plans? 

No. We had an opportunity for a discussion down 

in Palm Springs at the Governors• conference. He is 

pretty busy between now and January 20th. 

Immediately after the new administration takes 

office, there is a Governors• Conference in Wrshington, 

in which I think there will be another opportunity for 

more aiscussion of this new relationship, 

Q Governor, what are some of the bills you are 

going to push again? 

Some of our cri:minal bills, the pornography 

bill, Judicial Merit bill. There are others in the area 

of law enforcement, presumptive limit law. 

Q One more question, Governor. 

All right. 

Q On the ~dicial merit plan, Governor, Senator 
~:;v>Jc::;;c~ ~-

~ is bringing in an attempted compromise on plan, but 

it would have a veto over your final selection. What is your 

reaction to that? or, a senate ex-officio. 

I think it would make it even more difficult 

than the plan we proposed, beccuse the plan we proposed, 

the objection to it that was voiced, was voiced on the 

basis of those who believed that the Governor should re-

tain more power, and I doubt that if a plan thc-t came in 

that further restricted it over and above our plan, 

would meet with the approval of those who have slready 

said no t.ti::-that other basis. 

Q T~ank you, Governor. 

---000---
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