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March 22, 1973 

Dear ----· 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to coITL~ent on my 
position in regard to welfare relief and food stamps for 
members . of striking labor unions. 

I am very much concerned with loopholes in the federal 
law which result in aid being available to persons on 
strike. It is my conviction that govern..~ent should not 
involve itself in labor disputes, and that subsidizing 
strikers while they hold out against employers is morally 
·wrong. 

This administration has consistently supported legislation 
to preclude strikers receiving welfare benefits, including 
Senate Bill 725 . and Senate Bill 846 during the 1972 session. 
Both measures were rejected by the Legislature. 

II. In testiirrony before the U. S. Senate Finance COii.U.lli ttee last 
year, I recorr.mended th~t Congress mandate a provision by 
federal law prohibiting payment of aid to strikers by any 
state. Unfortunately, Congress did not pass such legis-
lation. rn · response to proposed HEW regulations, California 
has recom1'1lended that HEW adopt a regulation ·which would pro
hibit all states from paying public assistance benefits to 
striJ;:ers. 

The State Department of Social Welfare adopted a regulation 
which should restrict the number of strikers qualifying for 
'1.-ielfare. A striker who applies for l'.FDC on the basis of his 
uJ1employment must active l y seek other erllployment. If he is 
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offered his vacated job by his struck emplO:':{E:r, he must 
accept it or he 'l.vill be denied public assistance. 

In administering the Food Staiup Program, California 
required to follow restrictive federal regulations. 
tu.~ately, the federal government prohibits denial of 
starnp benefits due to voluntary unemployment. 

is · 
Unf or
food 

We are taking all administrative action possible to curb 
this misuse of public fu:nds. If you haven't already, I 
hope you will let your state and national representatives 
know of your concern on this issue. 
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Sincerely, 

RONALD REAGAN 
Governor 
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!s rJi!Ul:l land lmeal 
H.hnftecl io l:iaHg]g 
~n ~g3 .. ncre ©els~? 

Did While House Influence 
have anything to do with the 
federal government's decision 
not to appeal a decision handed 
down by a San Diego federal 
district court judge 1.n 1970 which 
permits U.S. reclamation law fo 
continue to go unenforced In the 
Imperial Irrigation District? 

That question was raised re
cently when facts were disclosed 
linking President Nixon's land 
purclwscs for his San Clemente 
estate to one of the principal 
large landowners involved in the 
U.S. versus Imperial Jrrigalion 
District suit filed by the Justice 
Department in l!Jfi7 u11dcr the 
Democratic Admi11istration o{ 
the late l'resideut Ly11do11 H. _,,,,,,, .. ,,,,. 

The ca~c haK 11l11co IJeell t·c
vived at the i11sllgatlu11 uf some 
lartdless Imperial Valley citi
zens with support Crom the Cali
C1m1ia Labor Federation, AFL
CIO. 

The government suit, long 
sought by both the California 
and the National AFL-CIO, was 
Ciled January 11, 1967. It was 
aimed at preventing the bulk of 
the benefits from publicly fi
nanced reclamation projects 
from flowing into the hands of a 
small number of large landhold
ers in the Imperial Valley in vi
olation of U.S. reclamation law. 

In essence, the suit called on 
the court to declare that the ir
rigation district is subject to the 
federal reclamation law's land 

(Continued on Page 3) 

S'~'<tJVe iL<tULocr CoM~cau lUlr~es 
'No' V.ove on Proposuvaori1 1 

Or>position to Proposition No. 
1 Governor Hcagan's tax initia
tf vu 1111 1ht• Nov1·111lwr Ii spt~dal 
.,i.,1:!11111 hull11t, w111. vukctl y<?li · 

- - . ·- -- ---
Resitlency RuJe 

Is Up:1eld by S~afe 
Supreme Court 

The California Slate Supreme 
Court has unanimously upheld 
residency requiremenl~ for city 
employees in the state's 75 char
ter cities. 

The ruling, handed down Octo
ber 2, held th:it a residency re
quirement-an ordinance requir
ing city employees to Jive in 
the city m which they're em
ployed-bears "a rational rela
tionship to one or murc legiti
mate state purposes and hence 
is constitutional under the tradi-

(Continued on Page 3) 

terday by the Executive Coun
cil of the California Labor Fcd
eratio11, AFL-CIO, whil'h repn•
s .. 111,. tlw sl11l,.'s I.Ii 111illlo11 AFl.
CIO u11ion members. 

In a statement adopted at the 
Executive Council's meeting at 
the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Los 
Angeles, the Council said that 
Proposition No. 1 would "fail the . 
needs of a dynamic society," re
sult in the "destructive elimi
nation" of necess:iry state serv
ices and in a "dilution of major
ity rule." 

The statement was approved 
just one day after Governor Rea
gan spent more than an hour dis
cuss ing the su bstance of the tax 
initiative with the 37-member 
Executive Council. 

In summing up its opposition 
to Proposition 1, t11e Council de
clared: 

"We oppose Proposition 1 not 
(Continued on Page 2) 

v .. 1. 1t\-l-ln. ,.,, 
''· •• , . . .... " ' ... 1 . •ere. 

it ·nsu ,;a Henning said. 
e noted tnat Reagan had 

signed major benefit increases 
at the end of the 1971 session 
which put more than $153 mil
lion a year in additional bl·ne
fits into the pockets of indus
trially dis:ibled and jobless C:ili 
fornia workers. 

That, coupled with the SI !3 
million in addition:il increases 
this year, means that Californ ia 
worker benefits h:ive been in -

CContinued on Page 4) 

At=L-c;~ urges 
f;cf'ea~ o1 [b:o=1 

F . i . .... ... ormgn r~r:a b:d 
The AFL-CIO called on all 

unions and local central h1 ~ li •"' 
this w1·• ·k to ·l·nnt :1C't ll11·i r .- 1•11 

gressmcn immediately t.o tff~ l' 
opposition to the Nixon Adm in
istr:ition's trade bill which is ex
pected to come up for a vote on 
the House floor in mid -October. 

"No other legislation before 
Congress has the polenti:il for 
such great and lasting d:ima ge 
to the income levels of Ameri
cans, to existing laws that pro
tect our society, and to the very 
industrial b:ise of our nation" 
Andrew Biemiller, national legis
lative director for the AFL-CIO, 
warned this week. 

"Essentially, the bill cedes to 
the President almost limi tl ess 
authority to take any action he 
secs fit in U.S. trade polil'i1•s fur 
political, military or ecor10m ic 
purposes. Congress, having ced· 

(Continued on Paoe 2) 

G:~cnmz Urges l~\·1 to Bnr SfrHte lnjtmcUo:is t"JH~out First nearing Go~;1 Sitbs 
United Farm Worker pickets mittce hearing on farm l:ibor our strike this bloody summer." by rural judges over whom 

at Kem County vineyards were violence, Ch:ivez said that bru- "Law enforcement was very growers exercise "vast poli tica l 
beaten indiscriminately, sprayed tality against pickets by Kem unfair to us," he said, citing power." 
with tear gas unnecessarily :ind County sheriff's deputies and "severely restrictive and uncon- Chavez urged the special As-
subjccted to racial slurs by the private security guards "broke stilutional" injw1ctions issued sembly Select Committee on 
deputies, Cesar Chavez, director Farm Labor Violence, cha ired 
of the AFL-CIO United Farm by Assemblyman Richard Ala-
Workers Union, charged this torrc (D-L.A.), to consider lt>gis-
weck. lation to forbid jud ges fro:n is-

Tcstifying at the opening ses- suing restraining orders on pick-
slon of a special Assembly Com- (Continued on Pa9e 2> 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
creased by more than a quarter 
of a billion dollars within the 
past two years, he observed. 

"The California AFL·CIO also 
commends Assembly Speaker 
Bob Morelli (D·Los Angeles) 
and Senate President Pro Tern 
James n. Mills (D·San Diego) 
for the vital leadership they 
displayed in making these his
toric gains possible. The gains 
also would have been impossible 
without the support of fair.mind
ed legislators on both sides of 
the political aisle," Henning 
said. 

At the same time, Henning 
said he was "deeply disappoint· 
ed to learn that the Gover
nor had vetoed bills: to extend 
collective bargaining rights to 
teachers (SB 400·l'tloscone); un· 
employment insurance to farm 
workers (AB 255·Fenton); and 
to require firms advertising in 
Spanish to provide consumer 
contracts in both English and 
Spanish (AB 212-Alatorre). 

All three bills will be rcintro
duc:cd next year In the ho(Jc the 
Governor will rec:onsidcr his 
pos ition on them , Henning said . 

"California teachers, like 
teachers throughout the nation, 
have every right to have a voice 
in determining their own wages 
and working conditions. The 
Moscone measure would have 
established reasonable proce
dures tu effect this and thereby 
end the existing unfair situation 
that lets school boards dictate 
work terms to the teachers,'' 
Henning said. 

"The veto of jobless benefits 
for farm workers simply means 
that California taxpayers will 
continue to subsidize through 
welfare payments the state's SS 
billion agribusiness industry," 
he said. 

Major labor bills signed by 
Reagan this week included: 

All 580, carried by Assembly. 
man Wadie Deddeh ( D·Chula 
Vista) increasing maximum 
weekly jobless benefits from $75 
to $90. This will mean an addi
tional $50 million for California 
workers suffering unemployment 
next year. 

AB 752, carried by Assembly
man Jack H. Fenton (D·Los 
Angeles), increasing the rnnxi
mum weekly tempwary disahil· 
lty benefit under the state's 

workmen's compensation pro· 
gram from $105 to $119 and the 
maximum permanent weekly 
disability benefit u n d e r the 
workmen's compensation pro
gram from $70 to $119. This will 
mean an additional $20.3 mil· 
lion for California workers next 
year. 

AB 806·Deddeh, increasing the 
maximum weekly benefit under 
the · state's employee-financed 
disability insurance program for 
workers suffering off~t · b dis
abilities from $105 t $119. This 
will provide an addit1 $15.9 
million in benefits . 

AB 809-Dcddeh, 9roviding dis
ability benefits for up to 26 
weeks for pregnancy if a doctor 
certifies that the pregnancy in
volved abnormal complications 
or disabling conditions. This 
will mean $15.9 million in in
creased benefits for women 
workers. 

AB 751-Fenton, increasing 
death benefits to a widow from · 
$25,000 to $40,000 and to a widow 
with dependents from $28,000 to 
$'15,000. 'l'his uccuunts for an
other $12.1 million a year in ad· 
ditional benefits . 

All 750-Fenton, cutting the 
waiting period for d isability 
benefits under the workmen's 
compensation program from 28 
to 21 days, Th is will acc:ount for 
an estimated $3.G million a year 
in additiona l benefits. 

"Enactment of the above six 
bills will put an estimated $113.2 
million into the pockets of eco
nomically distressed California 
workers in a year like 1973, ac
cording to state estimates," 
Henning said. 

The State AFL·CIO leader also 
praised Reagan for signing AB 
478, a measure carried by As
semblyman Wi!He L. Brown, Jr. 
(D·San Francisco). which au· 
thorizcs the State Industrial Wel
fare Commission to establish 
hours and working cond it ions 
standards for men as well as 
women. The Governor had ve
toed a similar California AFL
CIO-sponsorcd bill can-icd by 
Assemblyman Brown in the 1972 
session . 

Other Ca 1i Io rn i a AFL·CIO· 
sponsored bills designed to im
prove the wages or economic or 
soeiul conditions of California 
workers signed by the Governor 
included: 

AB JO, curried by Assembly
man Leroy F . Greene CD-Sacra
mento), to bar employers from 
deducting more than 20 cents an 
hour from a worker's wages 
agains~ tip.s received and re· 
quire the employer to post a 
notice to patrons in 48·point 
black-faced type stating the ex
tent to which the employees are 
required by the employer to ac
cept gratuities in lieu of wages. 

"This is a major benefit to 
waiters, waitresses and other 
workers in industries involving 
tipping . At the same time it will 
curb the notorious practice of 
some employers who merely put 
up a notice and kept all the tips 
received by their employees 
without explanation," the State 
AFL-CIO official said. 

The amended version of the 
bill was less than the outright 
prohibition of the practice that 
the California AFL·CIO had 
sought but constitutes "a major 
step in the right direction," he 
added. 

The Governor also signed AB 
8IO·Dcddch, a California AFL· 
CIO-sponsored measure that will 
freeze wage credits for disabil
ity benefits in order to protect 
injured or disabled workers un
der the state's disability insur
ance program . 

On U1e negative side , the Gov· 
ernor al so vetoed · the following 
California AFL·CIO bills: . 

AB 1516, a State AFL-CIO bill 
carried by Assemblyman John 
F. Foran <D ·S.F . >. aimed at as
suring workers free choice of 
physicians in workmen's com
pensation cases . 

AB '758·Brown, which would 
have improved the state's work
men's compensation coverage 
for full.time household domestics 
and gardeners and extended it io 
news boys . 

SB Gt, a State AFL·CIO-spon
sored bill carried by Senator 
Mervyn Dymally CD·L.A.). to 
repeal a portion of the Stull Act 
dea ling with tea cher evaluations. 
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The C•liforn ia AFl-CIO N<ws la 

publ ished weekly by the C.al i forni.a 
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forn ·~ 94101 . Srcond cl.111 polf.19e 
p.J id .-t s ~n ft.incisco, C.Jl i f .-Sub-
1cr1ption : ~J !IV " yc.ar . John f . Hen
n Jn9 . • ... ,.... • • • • ll.' Ct• l•tY · h•.IU.UC'f i 
Glenn M.utm , eJ1tot. _,._ 

Er:tc5I flro~~rm, 
Caqwnft'r~ Hr:i (•: 

lc,1der, Uies .ir ~; 
Fu1wral Sl'l·\'kt•s wn,• I 

this week for Ernt•st T. At 
son, former secretary of the < 
i!ornia State Council of Carr 
tcrs, who died at a rest homl 
Sacramento SPptcmber 27. 
was 92. - · 

.!\fr. Aronson served ns bi 
ncss agent for Carpcnt<'rs . 
caI 483 in San Francisco 
some 30 years, from 1921to1 !.l 
He was made acting secret~ 
of the California Slate Coun 
of Carpenters in 1953, a post 
held until 1958 when he rctin 

During his G7 years as a me: 
her of the Carpenters Broth< 
hood, he policed the job stan 
ards during the construction 
the Hctch IIctchy Water Pn 
ect which still serves San Fra 
cisco. 

Mr. Aronson is survived t 
three sisters , Freda Enger, ~fi: 
nie l\toline, and Edith Bernet; 
brother, Luther Aronson; and 
number of nieces and nephews 

Funeral services were hl'l 
Monday in San Franl'isru wit 
interment at Cypress La \1 
Memorial Park. 

l ' ~· . aiJcr umr.cr ;:i 

Or"'t.'O"~ f?,.., : .. ~- ~, Ua•o"" \:...,-a i lJ 
U.S. Senator Hubl•rl II . Hum 

phrey will be the prinripa 
speaker at a dinner sµonsorc c 
by the Orange County L3bo 
Political Action Coalition a t th 
Disneyland Convention Center '. 
Oran ge County toni ght. 

The former vice president ha 
been a st3unch friend of orgJn 
ized labor and a fighter fo 
AFL·CIO sou ght social reform 
such as national health insu r 
ance throughout his polit ica 
life. 

Proceeds from the dinner wil 
be used for voter registratio. 
and get.out.the-vote drives i 
Orange County. 

The OCLP A is an orgJniza 
tion composed of AFL-CIO af 
Ciliates, Teamster, UAW an 
ILWU unions . It aims to en 
courage union members an 
their families to registe r to \'ot 
and take part in the po!.tic3 
process . 

FurthC'r information on the: or 
ganization may be outainct! li 
phoning ( 714) 530-1981. 





STATE AFL-CIO 
LEADERS OPPOSE 
REAGAN TAX PLAN 

BY HARRY BERNSTEIN 
Times Labor Writer · 

- The California Labor Federation, 
AFL-CIO, Thursday announced its 
opposition to Gov. R~ag~n·~ . t?x 
plan, Proposition 1, calhng it ngid, 
arbitrary," and not "sociallyrespon-
sive." . 

But the union leaders, reprE!sent
ing 1.6 million AFL-CIO membe_r~, 
were relatively mild in their criti
cism of the measure and had con
siderable praise for Reagan himself, 
even though organized, labor has 
been among the Republican gover-

. nor's strongest political foes. 
. The po1itically signifi_cant state· 
ments came at a meeting of the 

. State · AFL-CIO Executive Council 
here Wednesday and Thursday. 

The most praise for Reagan 
stemmed from his signing into law 
several social insurance measures 
passed by the Democratic-controlled 
Legislature in Sacramento. 

"-'-.. 1 • John F. Henning, he~d \ · 
of the state AFL-CIO, said I 
that within the last t\vo 1 · 

years Reagan had signed 
f AF'r.'CIO-backed bills in- · • M creasing social insurance 

benefits for injured and 
f'..- unemployed workers by 
\ '- $266 million. · 
VJ "No governor-Republi-

can or Democrat-in the 
history of the state has 

\J ever done anything like 
- that," Henning said. 

. .The union offficial said 
-. that, while labor does have 
· "areas of sharp disagree
ment with the governor, 
we · praise him for his 
'achievements in the fi elds 
of workmen's com pensa
·tion, unemployment insur
ance and disability insur-
ance." · ' \:l:: (Jobless benefits went 

...._ / tip from a $75 weekly max-
'( imum to $90; \vorkmen's 

compensation was move 
up from $105 to $119 a 
week for temporary disa
bilities and from $70 to 
$119 for permanent disa-

', bilities; off-the-job disabil
ity benefit maximum goes 

:· from $100 to $119.) 

Re a g an r eceived his 
· compliments from the 
· union leaders in person 
.. when he met with them at 
the Executive Co u n c i 1 

. meeting here to urge sup-
~9£~ for P~~s~tion. 1.-~,..... 

""' The go v-e·r n· o r spent" 
nearly an hour with the 
'AFL-CIO · officials Wed
nesday and then Yisiled 
leaders of the Southern 
California Joint Council of 
.Teamsters at their head
quarters h ere Thursday . 
seeking their help on Pro-
position 1. . 

T h e Teamsters h a v e 
taken no stand yet on the 
measure. .. 

Henning said the AFL
CIO was disappointed be-

--cause Reagan vet.oed mea
sures which, among oth~r 
things, would have given 
co11eCtive bargaining to 
teachers, jobless benefits 
to farm workers, and free . 
choice of doctors to work
ers injured on the job. 
. But the money increases 

in social insurance bene
fits generally, he said, 
proved by Gov; Reagan." , 
"were substantial and ne
e e 's s a r y and were ap-

The insurance increases 
were not generally op
p o s e d by management 
gr o up s in Sacramento 
when they were pushed 
through by Democratic 
Party leaders in the Legis
lature. 

But union officials said 
that, because R~agan is re

. garded as strongly conser
. vative, · they feared he 
. ,vould ' veto th e bills de-

. spite the lack of oppot?ition 
from employers. There
fore , they said, 11.e de
. serves labor's commenda
tion even if it does help 
him politically. 

The federation's opposi-
. tfon to Reagan's tax plan 
. was also coupled with a . 
compliment as the union 
leaders said he is "to be 
commended for facing the 
issues of fiscal change and 
.reform." 
. While Proposition 1 re
'q u ires "the thoughtful 
considerat~on of all con

. cerned with fi scal respon
sibility , careful study . .. 
(shows) · the rigidity of 
co n ·stftutional language 
would fail the needs of a 
dynamic society," they 
said. 

The union officials also 
argued that "arbitrary dol
lar ceilings in the complex 
matters of revenne and 
taxation would be nc-ithrr 
fea ~ i blc nor sociallv dcsfr
able ... and cunailrncnt 
of necessary state services 
would inevitably impose 
new tax burdens on local 
government, or result in 
the destructive elimina-

L tion . of such services.: 

' \ 
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;R~agon Invokes 
Cb'nstitUtion To ,, 

Defend Tax Plan 
'SAQRAMEiNro (·AP) - Gov. Reagan invoked the U.S. Con

. stituti_on_ yesterday to defend the concept of his tax control plan. 
He ,said the measure protects the people from the time-honored 

. ban on confiscation of property by government. 
'.''!e are sayin~ that part of that proper ty is the fruit of our 

toil , ·. the Republican governor told a news conference i 

Thi? '.''as· one of several Reagan references to the .American 
Revolution and the concepts of the Founding Fathers during one 
of th~ . longest news conferences he ever has held 

He --said his proposed amend- . . ·_ 
ment:~ to the California Con- ~ceholder to say whether he has 
stituti9n, boiled down to the interests valued at a certain 
mosf.. simple terms, is this: va~ue. or above. It does_ not re
"We ~emand a right that above qwre a detalled accounting. 
a certain level of taxation to 'SATISFIED' 
say that government must get "I ; was satisfied with the 

.our permission for the spendiJ.lg terms of this," Reagan said. 
of that money." · said; , 
. "T~at very simply is all this Again on his tax initiative , 
is," Reagan said. ' Prop. 1 on a special Nov. 6 bal· 
PERsONAL FINANCES 1 lot, Reagan said Hie revolution 

On , a not.her subject, Reagan established for the firs t time 
said il'le still won't reveal de% that the people are the source 
tails . of his. personal finances of all governmental power. 
because "that is what we Constitutions have been 
fought a revolution for." amended frequently when the 

"You have a right to be ~afe · people felt there should be 
in your books and records,; change or control on govern . 
which was whaf the Declara- mental power, Reagan added. 
tion of Independence was all " I t: isn't that we 're doing 
about," Reagan said. some. horrendous thing that 

That principle was not com- hasn't been done," he said . 
promised by his signing a pub- SETS Lil\.IIT 
lie officials' disclosure bill, 
Reagan added. 

This is because the bill, spon
. sored by Democratic Sen. 
George Moscone of San Fran
cisco .. only requires an off-

They "also warned that 
the concept of representa
tive government would be 
"gravely diminished by 
constitutional restrictions 
on legislative authority 
and dilution of majority 
r u I e" if Proposition 1 
passes. 

Only one of the 23 feder
ation vice presidents voted 
against the decision to op
pose Proposition 1. !\'lorris 
Weisberger, head of the · 
Sailors Union of the Paci- I 
fie, ~aid he wanted the fed
c1·a tion to r emain neut ral. · j 

Even though the federa- . 
t ion voted to oppose the · 
n~sure, Henning sa id no . 
decision had been made on 
whether the labor group : 
will campaign againsu it. · · '~ 

,{ 

"We are simply returning to 
the pet'.'ple the right to say there 
is a limit above which you can· / 
~ot. g_o :it~~~ t ou~ permission 
. m taxm0 u~, he said. . I 

The · Reagan plan would 
fl'€e2e the state tax structure at )' 
_its C!!rrent total revenue-pro-. 

t
·ducing level. Then, it would ... 
gradually trim the proportion 
of taxpayer earnings that could i 
be collected by the state. I 

Reagan complained that I 
somehow "We have not been 
able to get through to the ' 
people that we are not trying to 
reduce the ~ollar amount of the 
budget." 

Even with the restaints, the 
budget still will grow enough 
to take care of every current 
state program-even accounting 
for growth and inflation, 
Reagan said. 

f 



Honorable Ronald Reagan 
Governor of California 

Dear Governor Reagan: 

... 

October 15, 19 73 

Thought you would like to have the enclosed 

photographs as mementos of this memorable 

occasion. This day will long be remembered 

by the Teamsters. 

Sinc;elyJ 

u~ · 
VC:deh 

Enclosures 

~12 



. ·~TEAMSTER GRAMS~ 

(iiJ 
~ 

EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
JOINT COUNCIL NO. 7 

JERRY C. BEATTY 
Vallejo 

JACK GOLDBERGER 
San Francisco 

GEORGE M. KING 
Oakland 

MARK J. O'REILLY 
San Francisco 

JOHN J. SHERIDAN 
Richmond 

RUDY THAM 
San Francisco 

ALBERT WINTERS 
San Jose 

JOINT COUNCIL NO. 38 

GEORGE BRANSON 
Bakersfield 

DAVID B. CASTRO 
Hayward 

MIKE ELORDUY 
Sacramento 

JOHN FITZSIMONDS 
Sacramento 

HARRY KACHADOORIAN 
Fresno 

NORBERT F. MILLER 
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SACRAMENTO REPORT 

by 

Vern Cannon, Legislative Representative 

Governor Ronald Reagan has signed into law nine major bills 

sponsored by and supported by the California Teamsters Legislative 

Council. All major social insurance bills which increase benefits 

for all workers were included among those signed. New benefits 

totaling $100 million yearly will be available to the unemployed, 

the industrially injured and those sick and unable to work. Bills 

improving driver's license security and job security were also 

signed into law as the deadline arrived. 

This has been an outstanding year for the Teamsters at the 

Capitol. It has been but a few years since social insurance bene-

fits were adjusted upward by the Legislature; we found a great deal 

of resistance to improving benefits. The efforts of each Joint Council 

and particularly Joint Council of Teamsters No. 42 were successful 

in overcoming statewide resistance to the approval of these benefit 

bills. Particular thanks are due to President Pete Kurbatoff of Joint 

Representing over 300,000 California Teamster members 



Council 42 who personally appealed to Governor Reagan for approval of these much 

needed benefits. 

WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 

Thirty-five million dollars in new benefits will accrue to California's indus

trially injured as the result of approval of Assembly Bills 750, 751 and 752 by 

Assemblyman Jack Fenton. Death benefits 'are greatly improved increasing from 

$25, 000 to $40, 000 and from $28, 000 to ·$45, 000 for a widow with one or more minor 

children. The death benefit bill bf:Jcomes effective on January l, 1974. Temporary 

disability benefits increased from a maximum of $105 per week to $119 per week 

effective April 1, 197 4. Maximum permanent disability benefits for those 100% 

disabled are increased from $70 per week to $119 per week effective on Aprill, 1974. 

The waiting period is decreased from 28 to 21 days with benefits retroactive to the 

first three days with an effective date of April l, 1974. 

INDUSTRIAL SAFETY ACT OF 1973 

Through a constant and diligent effort, Assemblyman Jack Fenton has succeeded 

in enacting an Industrial Safety Act of 1973 which encompasses the standards set down 

by the Occupational Safety and Health Act and goes beyond it in the protection of 

workers on the job in California. Governor Reagan signed the bill on the final day V 
for such action after lending his Administration's support to the bill in its legislative 

journey. 

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 

Assembly Bill 580 by Assemblyman Wadie Deddeh improving maximum Unemploy

ment Insurance benefits has been signed into law. Effective with claims filed after 

January l, the maximum benefit will be $90 instead of $75 per week. Here again 

- 2 -



Joint Council 38 and the Food Processing Unions played a major role. 

DISABILITY INSURANCE 

Assembly Bill 806 by Assemblyman Wadie Deddeh improves maximum Disability 

Insurance benefits from the present $105 per week to a new high of $119 per week 

has also been approved and becomes effective on April 1, 1974. 

ON-THE-JOB DRIVER LICENSE SECURITY 

Two bills signed by Governor Reagan will greatly improve job security by better 

protecting the driving privileges of, the professional driver. AB 811 by Assemblyman 

Wadie Deddeh (D), Chula Vista, provides that an insurer may not cancel or refuse 

to renew an employer's insurance on the grounds that one of his insured drivers has 

a bad record off th e job lest it be one of the very serious offense s. 

The other bill, SB 620 by Senator Alfred Song (D), Monterey Park, provides for 

a six count instead of the present four count when accessing negligent operators 

through the Department of Motor Vehicles. This provision was requested by the 

Teamsters to protect professional drivers from the impact of the bill which reclas

sifies motor vehicle offenses from misdemeanors to infractions which do not qualify 

for a jury trial. 

An avalanche of support came in from Joint Council 7 on these bills. 

AIRLINE INDUSTRY; JOBS I JOBS I JOBS 

The long-waged war against laws which cause Teamster jobs to flee from 

California recorded a winning battle for our side with the signing of Senate Bill 911 

by Senator William Coombs (R), Rialto. The law will provide tax relief to the charter 

airline and repair industries where hundreds of Teamster members are employed. 

- 3 -
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While there is cost to the state and local government initially, the .long-range impact 

on revenues will show a great increase as the economy improves from the greatly 

increased work force which will result. As many as one thousand jobs for the Oakland 

area are already anticipated. 

No bad bills were passed in 1973 keeping your record intact. My staff is 

again deeply grateful for the Joint Councils' and locals' support. 

########### 
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HEALTH & WELP ARE 

Welfare: Strikers 

t:Iar @ 15 tabs @ 1 6 & 40 & 58 blue seal, 1 tissue, l green 

February 20, 1 974 

Dear --· 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to comment on my 
position in regard to welfare relief and food stamps for 
members of striking labor unions. 

I am very much concerned with loopholes in the federal 
law which result in aid being available to persons on 
strike. It is my conviction that government should not 
involve itself in labor disputes, and that subsidizing 
strikers while they hold out against employers is morally 
wrong. 

X-7 

This administration has consistently supported legislation 
to preclude strikers receiving welfare benefits, including 
Senate Bill. 725 and Senate Bill 846 during the 1972 session. 
Both measures were rejected by the Legislature. 

Rev. 6 

In testimony before the U. s. Senate Finance Committee in 
1972, I recommended that Congress mandate a provision by 
federal law prohibiting payment of aid to strikers by any · 
state. Unfortunately, Congress did not pass such legis
lation. In response to proposed HEW regulations, California · 
has recommended that HEW adopt a regulation which would pro
hibit all states from paying public assistance benefits to 
strikers. 

The State Department of Benefit Payments adopted a regulation 
which should restrict the number of strikers qualifying for 
welfare. A striker who applies for AFDC on the basis of his 
unemployment must actively seek other employment. If he is 
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-2- February 20 1 1974 

offered his vacated job by his struck emp loyer, h e mus t 
accep t i t or he will be d enied public assistance. 

In administering the Food Stamp Program, California is 
required to follow restrictive federal regulation s. Unfor
tunately, the federal government prohibits denial of food 
stamp benefits due to voluntary unemployment. 

We are taking all administrative action possible to curb 
this misuse of public funds . If you haven't already , I 
hope you will let your state and national representatives 
know of your concern on this issue . 

EWT: - - -

Form approved by: 

2/20/74 2~ 
8/1/71 

Sincerely, 

RONALD REAGAL"\I 
Governor 



Editorial 

Alioto didn't 
fight hack . 

l!ed~c. ~)dLa._dd; fr/;/ 
A day when ifuman excrement . at the same ·time many craft 

and industrial poisons are flow- _ unionists were growing disen
ing :·into San Francisco -Bay by · chanted with the tactics of the 
the · millions of gallons hardly strikers. 
seems the time to resort to pol- - BART was closed, but its em-
itical rhetoric. _ ployes weren't striking. Munici-

Nor does political rhetoric pal transit was halted, but .its 
· d h · employes hadn't walked out. Hos-

seem appropriate on a ay w en "tal k h d 't t k b t 
ba · T h. h h p1 wor ers a n s rue u 

gar get is p1 mgtran1dge.d' w wheenn hospitals closed and .serfousiy ill , 
commu ers are s , · d s 
those who wish to work cannot, patients were move · ewer -

h the lifeblood of a city stops plants_ ~ere shut down, but not ' 
w en . by striking sewer workers, and a coursing. union repi:esenting a minority of 

But that is what happened in . teachers managed to bring edu- 1 

San Francisco, a city brought to cation to a standstill. 
its knees by a municipal workers The legal strike is a legitimate 
union in an adjudged illegal work weapon - one which unions have 
stoppage. a right to resort to. But it is also 

Mayor Joseph Alioto, 1who management's right to attempt/ 
wants to be governor of Cali- to continue to function in the. 
fornia, apparently had that goal course of a strike. / 
on his- mind - to the exclusion And if management happens 
of the welfare of the city he pur- to be the government of a city,1 

ports to lead ~ -in his dealings_ · it would also seem to be its re-
with, and his public comments sponsibility. ' 
about, the "striking" city work- Alioto's position may have 
ers. won him some points with the 

Rather than meet the cbal- striking unionists, but we won
lenge head-on, in the interests of der how he is viewed by those 
all San Franciscans, Alioto chose unionists who wanted to work, 
to equivocate. Rather than work but could not, ~ because a city 
to. keep the city functioning, ' ceased to function. · 
Alioto worked to keep the stri:k- Those who were on strike 
ing union happy, and in so doing learned a v.aluable lesson: San 
plunged the city into a chaos Francisco and its mayor will not 
whose impact was "felt in sur- fight back and disgruntled work
rounding communities as well. ers can work their will with little 

In response to suggestions to difficulty and less effort. 
keep the city ru'nning, Alioto re- · No doubt, the city .can look for
sorted to rhetoric, labeling such - ward to similar - and frequent 
a move strikebreaking even - _disasters in the .fu ture. 

Alioto Raps \ 
Critics' Call to 
Fire Strikers I 

"Dangerous nonsense." 
That was the reply San Fran

cisco Mayor Joseph Alioto gave 
Wednesday to the suggestion of 
Republican S t a te Controller 
Houston Flournoy that Alioto 
should fire striking city employ
ees and fill their jobs with new 
people. 

In rejecting Flournoy's sug
gestion, Alioto said: 

"If he spent less time being 
cozy with the big oil monopolists 
and more time understanding 
the effects of Republican infla· 
tion on working families, may
be he would be less quick to 
shoot off his mouth. 

"We are working around the 
clock to try and settle this dis
pute," Alioto said. 

California's Governor Ronald 
Reagan , currently regarded as 
one of the top contenders for the I 
1976 Republican pr-esidential 
nomination, took the same posi-

tion on workers ' rights as Flour- · 
noy . 

"There is no way you can 
condone strikes by public em
ployees," Reagan said. 

Arguing that public workers 
"do not have the same situation 
that private employees do in 
private industries" because 
" government cannot go out of 
business ," Reagan responded to 
a reporter 's query on how he 
would have handled the San 
Francisco strike saying: 

"You'd refuse to sit down and 1 

negotiate any of the grievances 
of the people as long as they are 1 

out on strike. If it passes five 
days without them reporting for ' 
work you start rehiring. I don't 
think you negotiate while they 

· continue to strike." 
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RELEASE: Immediate 

916-445-4571 9-5-74 #505 

Governor Ronald Reagan today appealed to Southern California 

transit union leaders to s ubmit the latest management offer to a 

secret ballot of the union rank and file membership. 

The governor called the move "the , raditional democratic way" 

to let union members decide the issues and perhaps bring about an 

early settlement of the Southern California Rapid Transit District 

strike that has idled buses for nearly four weeks. 

"After learning details of the Transit District's latest offer, 

I fee l impelled to make this request of union leadership ," Governor 

Reagan said. "I have talked by telephone both with the RTD management 

and with the leaders of the drivers' union." 

The governor said he has offered the services of the State 

Conciliation Service to conduct the elections. 

"The Transit District's latest offer to the drivers amounts to 

an increase of more than 10 percent. This compares most favorably 

with recent wage increases granted other public employees in the 

Southland. I think it is significant that this offer carries a price 

tag that is approximately $1 million in excess of the recommendations 

of the fact finding commission of impartial experts I appointed last 

spring to investigate the contract differences between the RTD and the 

unions. 

"It is my hope that the union leaders will see their way clear to 

call elections by their members as soon as possible as a means of 

settling this terribly disruptive strike. I have been most disturbed 

at the way hundreds of thousands of people in Southern California have 

become innocent victims of this unwanted strike, " the state's chief 

executive said. 

The Southern California Rapid Transit District is an agency of 

the state. The RTD's 3,300 drivers, represented by the United 

Transportation Union, and the district's 728 mechanics, represented 

by the Amalgamated Transit Union, walked off their jobs last August 12, 

bringing an immediate halt to bus service in four Southern California 

counties. 

Union demands far exceeded recommendations of Governor Reagan's 

Fact-Finding Commission, and the parties have remained far apart in 

their negotiations. 
# # # 

McKelvey 
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Transit Officials Call Statement 'Breakthrough' µut Labor J 
Terms It 'HI-Timed'; Strikers Seem:·ta Back Leaders'Stand-·j 
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Gov. Reagan'·'appealed .to" uniorr .... on SCRTD~ buses at the time .th&: 
leaders . Thursday to allow · striking strike started was about 450;0oo~ · : · .. : .. 
pus drf v.~.l'S ta ca~t, secret ballots on a The governor, in appealing for a I 
new . ·management. . offer- to." end ·: secret vote. on Monday's; offer.., calle.d. \ 
Southerfr - Cahfqrrua's · ~5-f:lay .-old · it the "traditional democratic way" · 
transit strike. : .. -~: . .. to let. union; membera .decide.' issues. 
. Transit officials called it the- SCRTD negotiators made the wage 

"breakthrough · we have been ·wait- and benefit proposal at the climax of 
ing for." But union officials-with- marathon Labor ·Day weekend bar-
out rejecting. the . proposal outright gaining sessions. · · · · 
-termed it ''.ill-timed" and suggest"". The · union · .negotiating , team
ed the vote woufd be a. waste of time: headed by Earl Clark, gtmeral ·chair-

At the same. time, a sampling of man of the United Transportation · 
bus drivers. picketing Southern Cali- Union, ·whiCh,•represents, the strik- · 
fornia Rapid Transit District. facili;. ing bus drivers'""".""promptlY' rejected ., 
ties showed . them squarefy behind the---offer-; ., .,... , " · ·,. , ·· ··· , .. , 
the strike"agairist.'\thenation's fourth . SCRTD.officials . said the·:Proposal 
la rgest' urban transit systeJD.;·. · ·.· ,_. would give--!ms drivers at. I east $1' 

Of those questi-On1etl, all agreed the mora an hour · over the- contract's · 
SCR TD ~ offer,;made··last . Monday-:: . two-y,ear period. The, pack~ge also 
Labor Dar -'-- constituted. nothihg · contained other benefits. ·. 
ne_w _and the gov~mor's idea to sub- The drivers, who now earn $5.32 
m1t it to a ·referendum would ·be·a " an '·hour; ·asked for ··$1.43 ·an hour 
useless i:."{ercis~. . · _ :. · .. . more the first year and another $1 

·::. :;; .. ·" l ' • , ,F~,.~k" ·"'.;: ,::·an· botJ,r $tarting next June. · 
. "It shouldn't go to a:"vot~·1rdon't ;$,._: Jf After learning .details of the tran

believe a majority 'of the guys·wouid ... "'filt· district's iatest offer,. ·I feel im-
accept it," .~aid l;ms driver N~te·Hub- · ' ~- -Please Turn to Page 25 CoL 1 
bard, on· n1ck~t~duty;at. the-'S,CRTD '" · · · · · · ' · 
maintenance yard· at 16th an<;t;san 
Pedro Sts: · .-... ~ ·- ' , . . . . · ~ }'... ·;~ 

}Ieanwhile,: county welfare · offi
cials reported· a growing list of strik-· 
ing drivers: and: mechanics.who.have 
applied for 'and received aid -under 
various programs; including help for-

1 famiiies witn· dependent· children 

\

and food stamps. · .· · --" 
Ellis P. Mµri),hy, director of county , 

\welfare programs; said figures were ! 
a1ot available . on how many other \ 
\"\;ersons not directly involved with \ 
.;\lt' transit district had gone on wel- i 

, _re because of the strike. · \' 
\~early 3,300 bus drivers and 728 . 
ort;hanics walked off the j ob Aug. · 1 

crippling the SCRTD's fleet of 
. er~ than 1,800 buses in the,-Los An
\!\ ,:, area arid three adjoining coun-

:vi.e\y daily bus r iders have ~en 
. :..o to !?et to work and numerous 
\).»~ ~ . 

'f. "·es have s·u f f et e d sharp 
1'. ~ ~ c~stomers. Daily p~tronage 
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He ppinted . ~u~. that. the · govern o _r's ,.Proposal 
SCRTDJ5 ~fatest.- - ~prop0saV Thursqat;~Cla)'."~s.aid: _· . 

". amounted to an increase-oP · "We ·feel -his action was 
t moie' thart l0%."lt-alsd-Was-- . ill-timed since,.,:ye ;hough~ 
·r . , _ • . _ · there 'herd been~' s:ome pro-
. s1gmflcant, he · -sald-'"·tliat · -- ' 4;; · - - -~· . .. . ·-~· . ~~--~ _ .z-,,~--~~gress _made..__ yesterday. -m 
~ the transit·,;distrtct- ' pa;~:::: }m_r meetin.g 'Y-~~h , Supervi;_ 
~ age was more tnah $1.m.u·- . .:i,s:or HamL; ;~~~ft ".,'l-;-:.-• :_t 

{lion in ~~$~~te-+:~-~q_~:r,.:t~e p9fot~~tiu!· that ne-; 
-~ d t' ' . ., , .. , r· ·~--hi· .,.;, ~.-•..1_:~~ gotiations .were,.scheduled . 
. r men a ion~ , P. . - , --~ ' wn;, ... -. . .... t·od - d ·l ~ .. , , _. ... ~ . ...,.,, .• '··' -..'l~--c~\ resumec...-, ay,.. un er 
i :Fact Fmding-:-Fomnl:1SS1~the-·gtti-dance..of..-.State Con;. · 
1 prior to the striife·-~~;f·~~~ciliator -:.,; . Tom .; 'McCarthi, · 
'i In making Ttne Jappeifll-';..-but·--\"tM"gciv'ernoi!s actforl 
1 the governor<.si;rught~d'~ {wilfJ:cei-tamly . hamper 
-s.Teceived- the-'" 'badring-- o tnat'. • "' -· - · · -~~..,..~-'~ 
_three members of the Los . '·: Even so; he said- Rea
'Angeles Touhty ·Board._ ·or ,. gan's appea!'-wnuld be-g1v
s up er visors, includin·g en ·- "every consideration" 
Board Chairman Kenneth . by the UTU's negotiating 
Hahn. - - . ·, committee. · · - -- · 

On Wednesday, · Hahn . ;' Although the · sampling 

\ 
\ 

. . . i 
of opinion . taken at · hvo gard!ess of who makes it.:_ \ 
bus maintenance divisions -· should go -to- them _first, 
orithe fringe of downtown . .., th ell -to · us." · :. : · 
Los Angeles was small, it Some union members, 
showed that many strik- - .me·an.w·hile, appeared 
ing-drivers were ready to . n:!ady 'to a c c: e· p t th • 
leave decisions up to their SCRTD proposal .and get I 
union leaders. · back - t9 work. Without i 

·"We· have- :union: repre- :,identifying themselves, .. a:·1 · 
· sentatives who· inake deci- .· series of bus drivers aired 
• sions," . said ' driver·· Ralph ·their views on a radio talk 

1 : Garcia. "The proposal-re- show Wednesday night. · , 
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Governor Ronald Reagan today again appealed to leaders of the 

striking Southern California Transit Unions to submit alternative 

solutions to a secret membership vote as a means of ending the current 

strike. 

Governor Reagan said his review of the 46-day-old strike convinced 

him that there were two positive options open to striking employees: 

--to return . to work and accept RTD's offers1 

--to return to work and submit any remaining differences to binding 

arbi.tration. 

The governor said the third option would be for union leadership to 

consider asking their members to "vote to continue the 46-day strike 

indefinitely. A strike whose m9st disastrous effects are on the low 

income, the handicapped, the elderly and school children. 

"Today also marks the eighth day the personal representative of the 

mayor of Los Angeles has been working with all parties in an attempt to 

reach an agreement that would permit the resumption. of public transpor-

· tation services," Governor Reagan said. 

"In spite of his efforts," he said, "the chasm between union demands 

and RTD's ability to meet them remains." 

The governor said he had learned that the Los Angeles Board of 

Supervisors had called for a reorganization of the Southern California 

Rapid Transit District earlier this week. 

"Such actions are not the way to handle disastrous strikes di.srupting 

vital public services," the governor said. 

He said the Southern California Rapid District had "conducted itself 

in a reasonable and prudent fashion and should not be punished for attempt-

ing to represent the public interest in the face of demands by the unions." 

"The real reason for this strike," he said, . "is that union leaders 

have refused to submit district offers to their membership for a vote." 

He said a . vote by the union rank and file on proposals already put 

forth by the transit district was "the traditional democratic way to 

let union members decide the courses of action they believe would bring 

a settlement to the strike." 

-1-
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He said the district's offer of an increase of more than 10 percent 

compares favorably v1ith increases granted other southland employees. 

"The union meml.erships should long ago have had the opportunity to 

decide the issues f or themselves," the governor declared. 

For this reason, he said, he again offered the services of the 

State Conciliation Service to assist in conducting secret balloting on 

; he offers in the event other bargaining avenues should fail. 

On September 5, during the fourth week of the waikout, Governor 

Reagan issued an appeal calling on striking union leaders to submit the 

district's offers to their membership. This offer was rejected. 

The Southern California Rapid Transit District is an agency of the 

state. The RTD's 3,300 drivers, represented by the United Transportation 

Union, and the district's 728 mechanics, represented by the Amalgamated 

Transit Union, walked off their jobs last August 12, bringing an immediate 

halt to RTD's bus service in four southern California counties. 

The transit district has made offers for an economic settlement far . 

in excess of recommendations by Governor Reagan's Fact Finding Commission. 

The parties remain far apart .. 

# # # 
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Governor Ronald Reagan today offered a proposal to striking unions 

and the Southern Caliiornia Rapid Transit District that is designed to end 

the nearly two-month old bus strike . in Los Angeles. 

The governor termed his proposal "an even-handed plan" because "it 

will get the buses rolling, union members would be receiving checks again, 

and it allows ample time to solve the dispute." 

In outlining his proposal, the governor is calling for: 

1. A 90-day cooling off period with the buses back in operation. 

2. Appointing a new three-member state fact finding body. 

3. Presenting the findings of the new body to the unions' membership 

for a secret ballot election to be administered by the State Conciliation 

Service. 

4. Union members would be asked to vote "yes" or "no" on the 

recommendations of the fact-finders. If "no", thas e voting would be 

asked to decide whether or not to accept binding arbitration. 

Governor Reagan is also proposing that the district's management begin 

paying drivers a 9.8 percent salary increase when they go back to work, and 

make the increase retroactive for the period from June 1 to August 12 when 

the drivers worked without a contract and went out on strike. 

The 9.8 percent increase is the latest fact-finding group's recommendation 

to the unions and the district's management. It represents an increase of 

30 cents an hour. 

"I believe this proposal makes good sense," the governor said, "because 

it is fair to both sides of the dispute. The strike is causing an undue hard

ship on a large number of people, particularly senior citizens and students 

who depend upon the buses for their transportation.• 

The governor said he has outlined his proposal to the unions, the 

district's board of directors, Los Angeles County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn 

and Mayor Tom Bradley. 

He also announced that he would hold a press conference at 11 a.m. Friday 

at the Los Angeles Press Club to give additional details on his proposal. 

###### 
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LOS -ANGELES (UP!l- ·- : 
Governor Reagan said F'riday ' 
he ·.vas considering calling a . 
special session of the legisla- ·1 

· ture if his proposal to get strik
ing Los Angeles bus drivers 
and mechanics back to work 
fajl s. · 

Reagan told :·a news confer
ence. however, that the session 
would .be called only if legisla
tors from the Los Angeles area . 
agree they would " solidly and 
unanimouslyp back a settle
men t · based >·· on binding 
arbi tration. 

The Los .. Angeles. area bus 
system has been tied up for 
almost .· two . months by the. 
walkout. -of employeS- demand- . 
ing ,,sizeable , wilge, in~reases 
fro m the- ,Southern California .. 
Rap id Tr:ansit District. which 
has deprived some 400.000 per
sons of .~ their normal 
transportation. ;r,:sn 0;1~c .:·: -~ 

'-'.WE l~vt:.
1

fao,: i'eg'is1ators ·., 
fro.in ~11 over the state o(DJf- ' 
fornia ; mosl of whom are not 
from this area and have little 
interest in this particular prob- · 
!em."- Reagan sa id. "They · 
ducked out from the last (spe
cial > · session wi thout solving 
this problem. They . made it. 
very plain they would rather 
not, so they -ran for cover." · 

. . -
Reagan repeated his _propos- . 

· al for ending the · strike. ·.· · 

It involves a 90-day_ cooling 
oif pe~iod during which wor~:

ers would go back to their jobs 
with a 9.8 per cent raise, the 
same hike recommended· by a 
state fa.ct finding committee 
before the strike b7gan. 

. DU RING THE · period ·· 
another panel would make new 
recommendations for a settle
ment which would be voted on 1 
by uni on memberships in- 1 

secret ballot. 

Reagan's proposal closely i 
para lleled that put _ forth i 
a ready by Mayor Thomas l 
Bradley and rejected by the 1 
unions. - -: 4 

- - - . l 
Reagan was critical of Brad-

ley's attempts to reach an l 
agreement: between the stri- ." 
t:.ers and RTD. particularly the · 
mayor's appea l to area resi
dents to call and send tele- ! 
gram_s to Reagan urging a spe
cia 1 session of- the legislature.· 

• ::.: .... ~ :'I'!. 
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Action · ssures 
Mancgemen 's 
Con:.o1 of P- nei 
BY HAR.r Y BERNSTEIN 

Times Labor Writer · 

Gov. Reagan's two new conserva
tive appointees to a key state agency 
were quietly sworn in last week, 
thus perpetuating for at least one 
year the management domination of 

.•· : ••• 1'~ 
I 
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an agency which polices .state labor · 1..-..;._------=--------' 
laws. · · 

Reagan's two latest appointments 
which did not require Se.nate confir~ 
mation, were to the Industrial We1 
fare Commission. The !WC fixes Cal
ifornia's minimum wage laws -and 
regulates both working hours- and 
conditions. · · 

The appointees are Traves Smith, 
trel:lsurer of. Spreck-les- Sugar Co., 

, and Howard A. Carver, a retired cor
porate d irector of personnel in the 
·retailing industry .. Both are Republi
cans. 

From the time the IWC was creat 
ed. in 1913 until Gov. Reagan took of 
fice in 1969, the five-member board 
was composed of two people from in 
dustry, two from labor and-one re 
r esenting the general public. . 

Reagan gradua11y replaced mem
bers as their t erms expired, and now 
four of t he five members a:re from 
industry, with only one from labor. 

Last w eek , .strong opposition by 
organized labor blocked R eagan's 

· appointment of lame-duck. state Sen. 
W.·. Craig Biddle, <\': conservative-
Riverside Republican; to the state 
Workers' · Compensation .;.Appeals 
Board. · . ?- •. •• 

But, unlike Reagan's ... Industrial 
Welfare Commission appointees; 
Biddle's appointment required ap
proval b y t he state Senat e. The 
R ules Committee killed the appoint-
ments, saying, in effect, that Gov.
elect Edmund G. Brown Jr. should be 
allowed t o ma ·e his own appoint-_ 
men ts to important agencies. 
- In many w ays , the I.WC is a more 
_important agency than the W orkers' 
·Compensation Appeals Board be-
cause it affects almost every Califor
nia worker, not just those who are 
injured. 

The IWC sets the minimum wage 
and for most of its history has fixed 
it higher than the national minimum 
wage, w ich is fixed by Congress. 

" But n ext ·month; 'the California i' 
minimum wage will_b_e S2 an hour • . 
while the federal nurumum goes t a 
$2.10 an h our. · I 

There have been no indications \ 
that the IWC intends to raise Cali· \ 
fornia's minimum t o the federal lev
el and with the appointment of two \ 
more industry people, that situation . 
is not expected to change. I 
, There are reports that t he state 1 

Legislature now will move t o estab- \ 
lish the. miniinum wage by statute
instead of leaving it to the IWC. 

The IWC is currently involved in 
two bit ter battles over recent regula-· · 
tions . that org anized lab or has \ 
charged are antiworker and pro-

. management. . . . 
One fight is over an IWC ruling I 

that, for the firs t time, employers I 
would n ot have. to pay overtime . 
wages after eight .hours of work a I 
day . 
. A _Superior Court j udge in San I 

Francisco t emporarily blocked en- I 
· forcement of that r:iling'. based o~ a '! 
s rat filed by the California AFL-C10. 

During public hearings early this 
year; Glenn -Mayfield, an IWC area . 
administrat or; said _ the IWC ru le 

. ''\vould wipe out- overtime complete-

. Iy for sev_eral hundred t~ousan~ of •
1

• 

· the lowest-paid workers m Califor-

. ni~'~e IWC's orde~ are -enforced by I 
the state Division of Industrial Wei- 'j 

fare. The chief of that division, Eve-" 
lyn Whitlow. is fighting another 
IWC order which allows restaurant ., 
owners to require employes t o buy ! 

. · Please Tum to Page 8, Col. 1 
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