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PREFACE 

The following report is written in the present tense. 

Because of the inherent ebb and flow of the activities dis-

cussed, certaLn aspects of the report may now seem outdated, 

especially in light of recent events such as the turmoil 
·• 

in Iran: and rec~gnition of the People's Republic of China. 

Regardless of these events. however, its integrity and 

relevance remain intact; many of the highly questionable 

activities described herein continue, and there now exists 

no effective institutional structure for controlling them. 

(\ 

For that reason, the reduction or even the cessation of foreign 

agent activities by such forces as, for example, the Iranian 

secret police, should not be viewed as a ha~binger of the 
end of these activities; rather, it may simply have created 

a vacuum into which othe·r foreign services will be drawn. 

IJ I 
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SUMMARY 

(iJ · Chi te. Alt"hough no inteZ·'tigenae offiaer of the 
Government of Chi'te apparently is aurrent'ty 
stationed in the United $tates~ such offiaers 
have visited the United States using fa'tse . 

:::.1 .us arl:rlll.Pit_elfn.l:"n anlrl. 
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identific~tion~ and their activities ~ere not 
. known·. The Cht'Lean inte 1, 'Ligence servic.e is a . 
member o.f a consortium of South.American 'intet.
'Ligence sezovices~ . "Opezoation Condor~ 11 .which has~ 
in the ·past~ plotted assassinations in foreign 
countries and maintained· fi'Les on anti-regUme 
activists. Thi.s service maintains c'Lose · ti.ais·on . 

·With the GePman Naz.i co'Lcny O.f La. 'Dig"nidad in 
Southel'n . Chilte~ tiJhi.ch makes .its substanti.a'L 
l'esources avai'Lab'Le ~~ it (P. 7) 
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II. . Findings 

A. inte"L"L:C. encies in the 

(1) Chi"Le. · A"Lthough no inte'L"Ligence officer of the 
Gotiernment of Chi"Le apparent'Ly is curz-ent'Ly 

· s.tat~oned in the Uni'ted States~ such officers 
have·vis:C.ted the United ·s.tates using fa'Lse · 
identifiaation~ and their aativities uezte not 
known. The Chilean inte'LZigence sepv~ae is a 

.membez- of a·consortium of South Ameztican· inte'L
· 'Ligence sez-vices~ "Operation Con4ol'~" tt1hich has~ 
in the past~ p'Lotted assassinations in fpl'eign 
countl'ies and maintai~ed. fiLes on anti-zt~gime 
aativists. This ·sez-vice maintains c'Lose Liaison· 
with the ·German Nazi coLony of La Di'gnidad in 
Southern ChiLe~ which makes its substantia'L 

. l'esoul'ces ava~tabLe to it. 

The Directorate of National Intelligence., DINA, w.as· estab

lished in early 1974 £allowing the overthrow of the Allende 

r~gime. It was established ·as an arm of the presidency, under 

the direct control of President Pinochet. · Colonel Manuel 

Contreras Sepulveda·, a close friend of Pr~sident Pinochet, was 

named as Director. DINA's initial mission was to identify ·and 

· eliminate ·subversives in .Chile, a problem which was reg~ded as 

a legacy of the Allende· regime. DINA consisted largely of 

former police ~d army officers·, numbering, . by 1977 t some 

38, OQQ. personnel arid supported by a· budget of $27 million. ·It ·' 

was organi~ed in a manner similar to that of other intelligence 

services. 

·Shortly after·DINA was established, Directo~ Contreras 
. . 

came to the United S~ates to seek American assistance .. 

. ( 

\ 
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By 1976·, with "subversion" under control, DINA turned 

~ts. attention abroad. In an effort to monito~ the activities 

of Chilean dissidents outside .Chile, · DINA bega~ to station 
. . 

agents in Europe and certain Sou.th American countries. Appar-

ently, no DINA agents were .stationed in the .United States, 

~lthough as described below pl~s were at one time made to do· 

so. 

c 
\ 

In August, 1977, President Pinochet dissolved DINA and 

replaced it ~th the Central Nacional de Informaciones·, or "CNI.~'* . 

The publicly-announced reason was that DINA. had completed its 

mission. In fact, however, the action was likely the result 

of pressure ·from within the United· St~t~s, ·where sensitivity 

to Chilean repression was heightened by the assassination ·of 

Orlando Letelier ,. and also of pressure from within Chile. · 
. . . 

. · Church and a1:1Dy'· leaders there d~sliked the .heavy-handedness .. 

of Contreras and'were concerned about Chile's international 

image. 

The new Director .is the former chief of ·army ~ntelligence 

and former ambassador to U~guay, Odlanier Mena-Salinas. Upon 

taking over . iil 1977, Mena apparently carri.ed out a major shake-. . . . . 

up of the intelligence o~ganization A 

wholesale dismissal of personnel and a to.tal reorganization 

*To avoid confusion, "DINA." is used tteltea;i;.teti i'n ,;e.fetence · 
hotocopy Reagan ti5raryr"t.,. ::1 ~ .... .,.o 1'1. . .. _ ... 
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seems to have taken place. CNI 1 s arrest and detention powers 

were. abolished and plac.ed in ·th~ natids of· the uniformed police ~ · · · 

CNI. now has no internal police functions, but does retain an 

intelligence:-gathering mission. Moreover, unlike DINA, CNI is 

~ot directly un~~r the President but. is responsible to the 

Min:l~ter of the Interior. "Quite ~ improvement in the human 

right;s record'' has occurred in Chile since the shake~up, 

number of illegal detentions and 

· political prisoners and the· amount of tor~e have decreased. 

·Much of the iriformatiori in the hands of United·. States. · 

· i~t·elligence and law enforcement agencies regarding DINA. activi

ties in. the United States relates ·to the assassinati~n of. · 

Orlando Letelier. Much, ·:'th~~gh not all, of that information 

the Executive Branch declined ·to provide ~he Subcommi~tee, and 

.no effort was made to acquire it in the belief that its acquisi

tion ~ght, lio~ever . inadver.tently, interfer.e with the Justice 

Department's invest~gation and prosecution of that .case, * .Not

w;i.ths.tanding this embargo, it was learned ·that Chilean officials 

. *The i~dictment handed down by. the Grand Jury on February 7, 
1977,. charged .the then-Director of. DI~, Manuel Contreras 

. c 
f\j 

· Sepulvada, DINA's then-Director of Operations, Pedro Espinoza, 
and a · DINA agent, M1chael Townley, w1th conspiring to murder 
Orlando Letelier. Contreras, the Grand Jury charged, ordered 
Letelier' s ·assas·sination, and Espinoza conveye.d· the order to. ·· 
Townley. 

- -;.. 

·. 
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have entered the United States, purchased "bu~ging.~'. equip

ment. and Jlave brought it out of the United S_tates using . 

bogus passports·. · The 1'976 entry involved the assassination 

of Letelier; in 1977, person~ accompanying President Pinochet 

to the ·signing ceremony of the Panama Canal Treaty used false . 

passports. · In · the case ·of one of those visits, the false. 

passports were obtained in Paraguay .by DINA officers who 

might have been acting ~der ~he umbrella · of an organiza-

tion known as "Operation Condor." 

· . 

hot~copy Reagan library 
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·. Established in 1976, Operation Condor is an international · 
. . 

consortium of the intelligence services of Argenti~a, .Bolivia • . 

Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and UrUguay.* .Condor conducts joint 

operations against common targ·ets in member ·countries for the 

purpose of countering what it regards as terrorism and subver

sion. · Chile has been the center· for · Operation Condor, and, 

· · Ullder Condor, Chilean intelligence has maintained officers in 

Chilean embassies in all member countries. Argentine· and 

Chilean intelligence officers have agreed. through Condor that 

if any Chi1ean ·ts · known to be in~olved in an Argentine. ·terror-

, ist group, Argentine autho.rities may kill him .upon capture. 

DINl\ also maintains an officer in the Chilean embassy in Machoic 

who has·responsibil~ty for operations . in Western Europe. In 

addition, DINA has tried to place representatives in France, ·. 

England. and Wes~ Germany to monitor. the activities of Chilean 

leftists in those countries . DINA personnel in Condor use · 

civilian, rather than, military, cover. 

A highly secret dtmension of Operation Condor the 

so-called "phase three" operation .-- involves the .formation of 

special teams ·from member countries assigned to travel anywher 
. . . 

in the world to non-member countries to ·carry out "sanctions .. 

· including assassination -- against Condor . enemi·es . . According 

to the plan, once a given Condor enemy is determined by a firs 

hotocopy Reagan Library 
*Membersliip lias varied from year to year .• 
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Condor· team to be present in a certain country, .a second 

team from ·Condor is dispa·tched ·tO locate and surveil the 

· target. A third te~, composed of individuals from one 

member count~y or from several. is then issued false docu

mentation from member co~tries .. of Condor a:nd dispatched to 

carry out th~ actual sanction ·againse· the target. 

Such a "phase three" operation was planned in 1974 fol

lowing the assassinations of the Bolivian ~bassador in P:aris • 

a Chilean off~cial in the Middle ·East, ~nd · a Uruguayan attache 
. . 

in Paris. · Condor ~hereupon planned an. operation atmed at 
. . . . 

as·sassinating three well-known European leftists J one of whom 

was the notorious te~orist Carlos. The plot was foiledJ 

however. When. during the first team's search for the three 

warned . the · 

governments of the countries in which the assassinations were 

. likely to occur -- France and Portugal -- which in turn warned 

possible targets aware of the identity only of . 

Carlos) and called in representativ~s of Condor countries to 

warn. them to.call off the action. They did ·-- after denying 

that it had ever bee~ planned. · 

The a~ove-described plot is . ·relevant ·ins'ofar . as it pro

vides evidence of Condor's capabilities as well as its possibl, 

.intentions in planning to open· a station in Miami shortly af.te: 

wards. ~~~ule to .determine Condor's specific .pur

~ 
· ·-. pose in 
\ . 

h~~~copy Reagan Library 
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the Department .of State . .' The Department considered issuing a 

.formal demarche. to the governments · involved · bu~ Secretary 

Kissinger objected. · . Instead, .it :was decided that· 

would inform ·Condor, 

States disapproved. 

the Miami. Condor station was never opened .. 

Condor may hav~ became less active ~ . recent months,' but 

has not, over thae period, a~quired any information 

concerning i'ts activities . . · Whatever its. current posture, 
. . 

Condor clearly has the potential of . p~anning and executing 
' ~ . . . 

· drastic. covert ·operations~ Indeed, it was barely two· years 

·.ago · that · the FBI concluded that "it is not beyond the realm 

of possibility · that the recent assassination of Orlando Leteli~ 

in Washington, D. C. 'may have been carried out as a third phase 

· of . 'Operation . Co~dor. '" 

. Another e~ement with ·an uncertain relationship to DINA is 

the "Colony" • . Located in Parral, Linarest Province, "La Dignids 

was established by former Nazi Luftwaffe officers at 'the close 

of World War Two. The Colony is registered as a "farm property" 

~otocopy Reagan Library 
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must leave Chile through 

· Argentina.· .The Colony's leadership maintait:ts good· relatiOns 

With chilean military offic.ials, . parti·cularly officers .of ~he 

Chilean Air Force, who have close ties to the. Colony's former 

Luftwaffe pilots • 

The Colony maintain·s complete autonomy over its ·territory 

Investigations into its activities have always come to an .. · .. 

abrupt halt. The Colony* s priioary source of livelihood is a 

large ·dairy farm, although it also produces other agricultural 

. products and · engages in. some mining. I .t . maintains good rela

tions with the local peasant population, in part because an 

excellent medical facility maintained by .the Colony is open 

once a week for free medical treatment and medicine to farm 

families in the area . 

1u~"n has maintained a detention center· inside the Colony, 

and the~e are allegations that torture h~s taken place there. 

Allegations ~lso have been made that German personnel, who are 

described as ex~Gestapo or ex-SS officers, have given instruc~ 

tion in torture techniq~es and have actually taken part in the 

.The Colony has received large amounts of money over ~he years, 

..._.·· probably from German Nazis. 
P.\o:ocopy Reagan library 
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nearby, makes use of the Colony's national .and. international 

contacts. · Knowledgeable State D~partment officials believe 

that· they ."might. ·very well inde·ed be part of the so-called 

network of German exiles . in ·Latin America." 
. . 

Precisely wl:lat actions have been carried out by DINA and 

Operation Condor, and what role the "Colony" has played, are 

unclear-. · "Our knowledge of DINA operations is almost nil~" . 

the· CIA. stated. What. is ·clear is that DINA and Condor pos.sess 

both the motive and capability to harm Unit~d States residents. 

The former .~irect~r of DINA, Manuel Contreras, .has. said 

u• ... ~ has . representatives . in all . Chilean emb~ssies 

·abroad except behind the Iron Curtain. These agents, he said, . 

· served under c~vilian cover., and· their mission include~ "hittin 

·Chilean enemies in those countries. ·~e ~11 go .to Australia 

if necessary to _get our enemies," he said. 

---------------=~:...::._...:-::.,..~-~~~. ~~~tr3 .&CtiU!AIUI~ jfcaJ 
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DATE ~ 7/ 2 1/81 

wH TS ASSIGNED OIST ~ IBUTIPN : 

srr: 
.EbB: FONTAI NE,L ORO 
WHSR COMM ENT: 

MESSAGE ANNOTATI ON S: 

NO MESSAGE ANNOTATI ONS 

MESSAGE I 

yMMEOIATE 
OE RUE S6A #4771 1772045 
o 262027Z JUN 81 
FM AMEM8ASSY BUENOS AIRES 

WHITE HOUSE SITUA TI ON ROOM 

TO SECSTATE WASHOC IMMEDIATE 0056 

~ E e R i T BUENO$ AI RES 4771 
NOD I S 
E.O. 12065: XOS•A 6/2~ /2 0 11 CRUSER, CLAUS w. ~ OR• M 
TAGS: PI NT SHUM AR 
SUBJECT: TH REATS TO· THE JE WIS H COMMUNitY 

1. Ee · EtiTIRiii TEKT). 

2. MA RI O GORENSTEt N (PLEASE PROTECT), PRESIDE NT OF OAIA (THE 
UMBRELLA ORGANIZATI ON oF · THE ARGENTiNE JEWISH COM MUNITY), TO ~ D 
AN EMBASSY OFFICER JU NE 26 THAT HE AND OTHER JEWISH 
LEADERS HAVE BEEN TOLD BY GOA "AUTHORITIES" TAAT 
TtMERMAN'S ATTACKS ON ARGENTI NA COUL D PR ODUCE ANTI• 
sEMITIC VIOLENCE I N ARGENTI NA. GORENSTEIN SAI D THAT 
FOREIGN MINISTER CAMILION TOLD HIM THAT WITH TIMERMAN 
~0 EFFECTIVELY ATTACKING ARGENTINA'S REPUTAT ION , 
ANTI~SE M ITIC ELEMENTS IN ARGENTINA ARE INCREASINGLY LESS 
sUSCEPTIBLE TO THE ARGUMENT •• PRESUMAS~Y FROM GOA 
MODERATES •• THAT ANTI~SEMITIC ACTS WOULD SERIOUSLY 
6AMAGE ARGENTINA'S I MAGE ABROAD. GORENSTEIN SAID THAT 
HE WAS PRET TY SURE THAT CAMKLION'S ADVICE WAS INTEN DED AS 
FR!E ND LYr GIVE N THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S POLITICAL ANTE• 
CEDENTS, HOWEVE R, HE ADOEp, OTHER JE WISH LEADERS HAVE 
RECEXVED A SIMIL AR ME SSAGE FR OM GOV ERNMENT OfFICIALS 
THAT WA S DELI VERE D I N A MANN ER THAT COU LD 8E I NTE RPRETED 
AS A KIND OF BLAC KM AIL 4 (GORE NSTEI N, WI THOUT NA MI NG 
THE GOA SO UR CES, DESCRI BED THIS SIT UATI ON TO VISI TI NG 

PAGE 01 

BUE NO S ~IRES 4771 DTG; 262027Z J UN 81 PSN; 005233 
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OATE ~7/21/81 

MESSAGE (CONTINUEQJ: 

WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

liBRARY OF CONGRESS HEADt OANtEL BOORSTIN.l 

3. COMMENT. WHETHER BLACKMAIL OR FRIENDLY ADVICE, 
GORENSTEIN SAYS HE IS CONCERNED• IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO 
ASSESS THE DEGREE OF DANGER, FOR EXAMPLE• SOME IN THE 
GOA MAY WANT TO ENLIST THE JEWISH LEADERSHIP IN AN 
F.PFORT TO GET TIMER~AN TO HALT HIS ATTACKS. BUT 
ANTI~SEMITIC GROUPS AND ATTITUDES ARE A FACT OF LIFE 
HERE. VIOLA AND HI~ FELLOW MODERATES HAVE DOMINATED 
THE HARDLINE, ANTI•SEMtTIC ELEMENTS IN THE MILITARy, 
BUT THEY MUST CO~EXIST WITH THEM. THE · RECENT SPATE OF 
THREATS TO HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS, THE ATTACK ON 
COMUMNIST MANFRED SHOENFELD AND THE BRIEF .ARREST THIS 
WEEK Of ABOUT 60 t..EFT 110F•CENTE.R POLITICIANS ATTENDING 
A POLITICAL MEETING ARE WIDELY AND PRBOA8LY CORRECTLY 
RETARDED AS THE WORK Of GROUPS OPERATING UNDER THE 
AUTHORITY OF HIGHLY PLACED HARDLINERS. AN EDITORIAL, 
TN "LA NACION 11 AND AN ADVISOR Ofi VIOLA 60TH USED THE 
~AME wORDS TO DESCRIBE THE MEN TO CARRY OUT SUCH ACTS: 
"GROUPS WHICH OPERATE WIT" IMPUNITY•" 

4. FOR SOME TIME WE HAVE SEEN STRUCK THAT JEWISH 
fARGETS HAVE NOT BEEN ATTACKED OR THREATENED, DESPITE 
WHAT FAR RIGHT ELEMENTS HERE REGARD AS TIMERMAN'S 
"PROVOCATIONS." WE BELIEVE THE GOA MODERATES HAVE· 
PROBABLY MADE AN EFFORT TO RESTRAIN THE POTENTIAL 
ATTACKERS, USING THE ARGUMENT THAT CAMILION ~ 
MENTIONED TO GORENSTEIN. THAT RESTRAINT MAY . NOW 8E 
WEARING OFF AS T!MERMAN CONTINUES TO SALLY ~ORTH. 

5. THE EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT THE BEST COURSE : FQR NOW 
J.s To REINFORCE THE MODERATES' WILL TO RESTRAIN THEIR 
~ARDLINE ASSOCIATES. WE SUGGEST THAT A DEMARCHE ON 
~HIS SUBJECT BE MAOE 60TH ERE AND IN WASHINGTON w• 

WtTH CARE TAKEN NOT TO EXPOSE GORENSTEIN OR . THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY AS THE SOURCE OF OUR INFORMATION OR CONCERNS, 
SEE ALSO SEPTEL ON FOREIGN MINISTER CAMILION'S 
DISCUSSION WITH CHARGE. 
RUSER 

PAGE 02 ·. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
SECRETARIAT 

CIA 47119 
A/188663! 

OTG: 23025 I Z FES SS PSII: 004SS! 
TOR: 8S4/ 84SSl 

OISTRIBUTION: RAY-I I NORT-01 BURG-81 TllL-8! CANN-01 
/DOS Al 

1/HTS ASS I GHEO Dl STR I BUT ION: 
SIT: 
£08: 

ROUTI NE 
DE RUE All A • 47 09 95 40426 
R 2382511 FEB BS 
FH CIA 

TO Dl RHSA 
DEPT OF STATE 
DIA 
TREASURY DE PT 
SECRET SE RV I C£ 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST I GAT I ON 
\lltiTE HOUSE SITUATION ROOI1 
NATIONAl SECUA ITY COUNC ll STAFF 
CDR JSOC FT BRAGG lrC 
ZEN/CIA OHIC£ Of CURRENT OPERATIONS 
USC INCSO OITS PANAHA 

Dl ST: 2l FEBRUARY 1!8S 
COUIITRY: AR~ENT I NA 

SUBJ: COUNTERTERROR I Sl1 ORGAN IZAT I OHS Of THE ARGEIIT I UE ARt1Y 
AND OF THE ARGENTINE FEDERAl POL ICE 

CSII:' E IA2l2 

TEXT: I. TlE ARGENTI NE ARtiY tiAIHTAINS A COUNTERTERRORISM CAPA· 
BILITY IN THE GREATER BUENOS AIRES AREA. THIS CAPABILITY CON· 
SISTS or T\10 RAMGER - TYP E COHPANIES TRAINED TO REACT TO TERRORIST 

IHCIDEHTS, AS Of niD·FEBRUARY 198~. 

2.' EARLY IN THE ADt1 1NISTRATION OF PRESIDEUT RAUl IIALFONSitHl, 
MINISTER Of INHRIOR ANTON IO IITROCCOll)) CREATED A SPEC IAL 
301HIAII UHIT IN THE ARGEIIT INE fEDEiiAr-roliCE IPFA, A SUBORDI NATE 
ORGAN IZAT ION TO THE ~IN ISTRY or INTER IOR) 1/H ICH HAS TH E 111SSIOII 
OF REACTING TO TERROR IST PRO.BLEHS ANVI/KE RE IN AR GENTIIIA. THIS 
UNIT CAR RIED OUT THREE TRA INING EXE RCISES IN 1984. THE PFA UIIIT 
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HAS NO LIAISON \liTH THE ARI1Y RAIIGER-TYPE COIIPMIES; THE ONLY 
FORti OF ll AI SOli THAT EXISTS BETIIHN THE PFA AIID THE ARHY 0!1 

COUIITERTE RROR ISI1 HAlTERS TAKES PLACE AT THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR-

Ill THE BARRACKS AND CONCERN ITSELF ONL Y Ill 
FARE AND NOT III TH SUBVERS ION OR TERRORISt!. 
BEL IEVE THAT A FEAR, OR A "PARANO IA" AS THEV CALL IT, THAT THE 

ARtiY COULD RE VERT TO THE KINDS OF ACTIT IVIT IES IIIIl CH IT CAR RIED 
OUT DURING THE COUNTER INSURGENCY CAIIPAIGN OF THE 1978'S IF 
GIVE N OTHER THAN PURE IIATIONAl DEFENSE RESPONSIBI LI TI ES lED TO 
THE CREAl I ON Of THE ARGHTI HE FEDERAL POl. ICE COUNTERTERROR I Stl 
UNIT.) 

~~HH'l 
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SUBJ: TRA I Ill NG GIVEN TO 11U18ERS OF THE lEFT 1ST "MOHTOnERO" . 
110YEHEHT IN REGARD TO THE TAKING OVER OF BUilDINGS 

IXIY 11En8ERS OF THE LEFTIST "MOII
TONERO" IIOVEIIENT RECE IVED A f Ull OAY OF IRA IN I NG OH PROCEDURES 
TO TAKE OVER -- THAT IS, TO SEI ZE -- fACTORIES, BANKS, AND 

· · ·- PUBliC BU IL DINGS. ADDIT IONAllY, THE "HONTONEROS" RECEIVED 
TRAINING IN THE USE Of AIMS AND EXPl OSIVES IN CARRY lNG OUT TRESE 

KINOS OF TAKEOVERS. THEY AlSO HAD INSTRUCTION ON THE \lAY TO 
DEAl 1/ITH fACTORY 1/0RKERS AND BANK AND GOVERI1ti£NT EMPlOYEES Eti-
COUIITERED Ill THESE ACTIV ITIES. fiNAllY, THE "1101/TOHEROS" 
IIERE GIVEN GUIDANCE 011 THE USE OF HOSTAGES AHD ON NEGOT IATI/lG \liTH 
THE GDVERIIHENT. 

A FA~:! VH ICH IS LOCATED IN BUENOS AIRES PROYIUCE AH ESTIHATEO iHIRTY 
TO roan KILOHElE RS Ill All AS YET UHKIJ0\111 OIR ECTIOII FRDn BUENOS AIRES 
CITY, I ~ ~~VERAL GROUPS IN EIIClOSEO TRUCK:>. ARHT IIITEl liGE IICE 
PERSOIIJIEL ARE TRV IIIG TO lOCAT E TilE fAR M, AltO THEY ARE USIIIG ~EL I 

COPT£~$ Ill TH IS EffORT.) 
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HAD GRIFFIS AFB 
USAfDIIC/IN TYNDAll A 

DEPT Of STATE FOR SEC~TATE AID; USUN NE~ YORK fOR POI.AO; DIA FOR LA; 
CINCEUR FOR POLAD; USCINCSO OHTS PANAIIA fOR PDLAD; AIR UNIVERSITY 
FOR STATE REP AIID CIA REP; NAVY liAR COLLEGE FOR STATE DEPT REP; 

· TREASURY DEPT ATJN MRS BECK DADS; COIIUSARHY FT II£AD£ fOR SPECIAL 
RESEARCH O£T; COHDT COASTGUARD FOR POLAO; HQ TAC FOR IACOPSIIHO I ; 
HOS DSA FOR CIS; BERGSTRO/t AfB lEX FOR 67 TR\1/IN; NPIC FOR PB 
CABLE S; CINCUSAF£ FOR IMOCN XPNN; HO HAC SCOTT AFB ll FOR INZ; COR 
ITAC fOR GIPO; 14 CDHP 1/ING IOVARD AFI IN IN; &AF BARKSDALE AFI 
LA/L!!!E; 26A.O l UKE AFB ARil/INIE; 128111/ FAIRCHILD AfB IIAIIN, 12 TIS 
BERGSTROH AFI FOR IMI, INS ATTN COINT, 9TH AFB SHAV SC//IN/1, 
CENTCOH IIACDill Afll Fl//J2//, US REDCDHI/J2. 

LATIN Al'lRICA BRI EF OCI'AS LAI 85-893 FOR 21 APRil U85. 

FROM: DOI/0/CPAS. 

CONTENTS 

I. ARGENTIU: TRI~l OF FOR11ER .PR£SIDENTS BEG INS ·-

1. ARGENTINA: TRIAL OF FORHEA PRESIOEIITS BEG INS 

//THE TR IAL OF NINE FORMER MILITARY JUNTA HEIIBERS THAT BEG INS 
TOOAYBEFORE A CIVIliMt COIIRT Will RAISE POL IT I CAL TENSIONS AND 
AGGRAVATE THE GOVERIII1ENT' S UNEASY RELATIONS 1/ITH THE ARHED fORCES.// - //THE JUNTA LEADERS--INCLUDING THREE EX·PRESIDEI!TS \/ItO RULED 
FROH 1976 TO 1983- -ARE CHARGED \liTH RES PONS I BIll TY FOR HUI1AN Rl GHTS 
ABUSES COIIHITTED DURING THE "DIRTY liAR" AGAINST TERRORISH. RETIRED 
AND ACTtV£-DUTY OfFICERS fEAR THE TRIAL VILL TURII INTO AN 
INDISCRIHINATE ATTACK ON THE ARII£0 FORCES AND SET THE STAGE FOR 

PR OS ECUTI NG SUBOROINAT£ OFF ICERS IIHO, IN THE HILITARY'S VIEW, II£RE 
ONLY OBEYING ORDERS. PROI11NENT CIVILIAN POl iTICIANS ASSOCIATED \liTH 
THE IIILITARY ARE FAMN I MG THESE FEARS BY ACCUSING THE 60VERNI1ENT OF 
TRYING TO ISOlATE AND PUNISH THE ARHED fORCES AS A VNOLE./1 -

/!THE fAR lEFT HOPES TO USE THE TRIAl fOR ITS 01111 PURPOSES. 
SEVERAl EXT REI\ I ST GROUPS AND HUI1AH RIGHTS ORGAN I lATIONS PLAN TO 
DEHONSTRATE AT THE COURTHOUSE TO ANGER THE ARII£0 FORCES AND TO 
I NFL AHE THE PUBll C IY fORCING THE GOVERIIMENT TO D I SPEASE THE 
PROTESTERS V IOLEHTLY .II -

COI1HEIIT: //THE TRIAL \/Ill PRODUCE A STREAII OF BAD PUBliCITY 

Approved for Public Release 
8 December 2016



• 
\. ' 

0 SEBRET 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

SECRETARIAT· 
PAGE 8l Of 91 - DTG: 2285441 APR 85 PSN: 041954 

. . 
AIOUT NUII"I RIGNT$ !JIOl~TIONS IV TH& MIL Ul\11¥' T!!IIT lllll STP.MH --q -· 
PRESIDERT ALFONS IN 'S AlREAD(.POOR RELATIONS -VITH''lBE- SERVI.CES. If 
THE PROCEED INGS DECEIIERATE INTO All ANTIH ILITARY DIATRIBE, SOHI 
OfFICERS MY CONS IDER ftOV ING AGA INST AlFOHSIM IIITB EITHER .A·.·COUP OR
·HORE l iKEl Y·-BACKSTAG£ POLl TICAl 11ANEUVERIIIG.// -

//TO HITIGATE THESE DANGERS, AlfONS IN PROSABl Y II Ill URGE THE 
COURT TO ll HIT THE SCOI'E OF THE TRIAL AND TO DAIIPU INFLAHIIATDRY 

RHE TORIC. THE GOVERNMENT HAS AlREADY PlEDGED NOT TO PROSECUTE THE 
OfFICERS 1/HO ACTUAllY FOUGHT THE "DIRTY liAR," AND IT IS 
CONTEtiPlATING AN AHNESTY THAT WOUL D COVER BOTH lEfTISTS AND 
Rl GHT I STS. SUCH A HOVE \/Ill COllE ONt"Y AFTER THE JUNTA HEHBERS HAVE 
BEEN CONVI CTED, HOWEVER, THEREBY PRESERVING AT LEAST SOil£ OF 
AtFONS IN ' S STANDING \liTH THE LEFT AND THE HUIIAR RIGHTS IIOVEHENT. If-
2. GUATEMALA: CHAllENGES AHEAD 

//OPPOSITION IY THE PR I VATE SECTOR TO ECONOMIC IE FORKS HAS 
SEVERElY DAMAGED CHIEF OF STATE ll£JIA'S REPUTATION, AIID HIS 
DETRACTORS ARE laYING TO EXPlOIT HIS IIEAKUEO POSITIOH. // -

//HEJ lA HAS REPEALED THE UMPOPUlAR TAX IIHSURES BUT THUS FAR 
REFUSES TO COtiPl Y Ill TK THE PR IYATE SECTOR'S DEIIAMDS TO REMOVE 
£CONOllY HINISTER HERNANDEZ AND OTHER OFFICIALS. THE BUSI NESS 
COIIIIUMITY HAS THREATENED TO CAl l A GEIIERAL STR IKE UNLESS BOTH 
DE/lANDS ARE.IIET, BUT US EMBASSY REPORTING INDICATES THAT its 
LEAD£RSKIP HAY BE DIV IDED OVER HIS ISSUE. HERNANDEZ, H!ANIIHIL£, HAS 

INDICATED HE ltAY ACCEPT A JOB \li TH AN INTER NATIONAL ORGANIZATION.// -//SENIOR IIILITARY OFFICERS REPORTEDL Y ALSO \/ANT HEJIA TO RE MOVE 
HERNANDEZ AND OTHER KEY ADVISERS INClUDING f OREIGN IIINISTER 
ANDRADE. THAT JUNI OR OfF ICERS REGARD 

BOTH AS lEFTISTS. THE OFF I.C.ER. COI RIPiiS,. HOIIEVER, CONTENDS THAT IT 
REllA INS LOYAL TO 11£J I A. fl 

//LEADERS OF THE 11AJOR POLITICAL PARTIES RECENTLY IIET \liTH 
MEJIA TO DI SCUss· ADVA/ICIKG THE DATE FOR NATIONAl ElECT lOllS, NOll 
SCHEDULED FOR 21 OCTOBER. THE CHRISTI AN DEMOCRATS ARE DEI1AND I NG THAT 
THE VOTE BE /IOY£0 UP TO JUlY AND THAT THE NEV GOYERNNENT BE 
INSTALLED IN SEPTEIIBER.// -

C0111t£NT: 1//IEJIA' S REPEAl OF THE ECONOMIC REFORHS APPEARS TO 
HAVE TEIIPORAR ll Y APPEASED HOST BUSINESS LEADERS. THE PRIVATE 
SECTOR'S APPARENT INABiliTY TO AGREE ON THE STRIKE ISSUE SUGGESTS 
THAT ITS lEADERS 11AY BE LESS IUTRANSIGENT IN FUTURE TALKS VITH THE 
BT 
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TO NPIC 
DIRNSA 
DEPT Of STATE 
OIA 
TREASURY DEPT 
1/H I TE HOUS E SITUATION ROOH 
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01 ST: 91 HAY 1985 

COUNTRY: ARGENT INA 

SUBJ : BACKGROUND TO THE FDRHATION OF, AND PLAIIS FOR, AN 
ARMY SPECIAL OPERATIOIIS COI1HAND; VIEIIS OF THE CHIEF 
Of THE . ARI1Y GENERAL STAFF AND OTHER SENIOR ARHY 
OFFICERS 011 POLITICAL·H ILI TARY ISSUES 

SU1111ARY: AS A RESULT OF PRESSURE IN LATE KARCH AND EARlY APRil 
1S8S TO ESTABLISH AN ORGAN IZATI ON TO DEFEND THE PRES TIGE OF THE 
ARHY AJID OF ARMY OFFI CERS AIIAIT ING TR IAL , BRIGADIER GENERAl lBGI 
HECTOR RI OS ERENU, CHIEf or THE ARMY GENERAL STAFF (ErtGEI, AGREED 

TO THE FORMATION OF A "CRISIS CABINET" IN THE EI1GE TO DEAL II ITH 
THE \IORSENING SITUATION OF THE ARI1Y. HEEliNG ON 2 APRIL, THE 
"CR ISIS CAB INET" DECIDED Ill TO 1/0RK OUT A STRATEGY TO TRY TO 
INFLUENCE THE PRESIDENT AND THE CONGRESS TO 11AKE DECISIONS FAVORABLE 
TO THE ARMY, AND 121 TO ESTABLISH A TACTICAL OPERATIONS C011HAIID 
(COT), \liTH THREE SUBGROUPS, TO BRING PR£SSURE ON THE AON INISTRA-

T ION . AFTER LEARNING TKAT PEOPLE OUTS I DE THE ARHY HAD FOUND OUT 
ABOU T THE COT, RIOS ERENU OBTAINED ITS APPARENT DISSOLUTION. THE 
CHIEF' OF THE EHGE SU8SEQUENTL Y RECE IVED INFORHATION THAT THE ARHY 

Photocopy Reagan library 

OFFICERS INTENDED TO ACT, -.MD TO REESTABLISH THE COT Ill THOUT HIS 
KNO\Il£DGE AND APPROVAl, "AND HE CALLED A 12 APRIL liEETING or 
TKE ARHY "CRISIS CAB INET," DURI NG IIIIlCH HE ADDRESSED POLIT ICAL
tlll iT ARY ISSU£S AND AGREED TO THE REESTABLISitiEU OF THE COT 
-· IIITHOUT THE AO HINISTRATION' S KNOII. ED6E. PARTICIPANTS IN THE 
1t APR IL HEEliNG CIRCULATED AHONG THEtiSELVES A liST Of SEVEN 
ACTIONS, INCLUDING AHACKS ON THE HEADO.UA!!TEIS OF LEFTIST PARTI ES 
AID HUHAN RI GHTS ORGAN I 

SENIOR ARMY Off i CERS BROUGHT PRES
SURE TO BEAR ON BR IGADIER GENERAL IBGI HECTOR I (RIOSII ERENU, 
CHIEF. OF THE EIIGE, I H THE LATTER PART Of HARCH AND THE f IRST PART 
Of APRIL 1985 TO ESTABLISH SOliE TYPE OF AN ORGANIZATION TO DEFEND 
nE PRESTIGE OF THE ARHY AND THAT OF ARHV OFFICERS 1/HO IIOULD fACE 
CIVILIAN COURT TRIALS BECAUSE OF EXCESSES ALLEGEDLY COIIHITTED 
DUR ING THE COUNTERSUBWERSIVE CAtiPAIGN OF THE 1978' S. THE Off iCERS 
PUTTING THE GREATEST PRESSURE ON RIDS ERUU INClUDEO BG IGNACIO 
ANI BAL ( IVERDURAI I, C0/111ANDER OF Ill CORPS; BG JORGE PE.DRO I IIIALA-
GAHIAI I, DEPUTY COHIIANDER Of ~ CORPS; AND BG ERNESTO ARTURO 
(!AlAI S)), SUB INSPECTOR FOR TRA I Nl NG AltO ASSIGNED TO THE CAIIPO 

DE n.RYO ARI1Y lASE. 

2. 
AGREED , • AS THE COLONEL C'-ll£0 IT, 

IH THE ARHY GENERAL STAFF. TH IS GROUP HAS THE ROLE Of ATTEHPT ING 
TO DEAl \liTH 1/HAT THE SENIOR ARI1Y OH ICERS SEE AS THE WORSEN ING 
SITUATION OF THEI R SERV ICE. THE "CRISIS CABINET" CONSISTED or 

RIOS ERENU; IG tiARIO IISANCHEZII, DEPUTY CHIEF Of THE EMGE ; 

COL ON£l (COLI ROBERTO ( IBOCCALANOROII, SECRETARY GENERAl Of THE 
ARtiY 1/HO liAS GIVEN THE ROLE OF THE GROUP'S SECRETARY; B6 ENRIQUE 
BRAllliO IIOLEAII, CHIEF OF TH E INTELLIGENCE IG·21 SECT lOll Of THE 
EtiGE; BG LEOPOLOO HECTOR ((HORESII, CHIEF Of THE OPERATIONS (G-31 
SECT I ON Of THE EI1GE; COl LU IS ( (CORDOBA)), 11£11BER Of THE EHGE 
SECRETARIAT GENERAL; COL ARTURO RICARDO ( (PAL111ER III, CKIEF OF 
SOCIAL COHHUN ICATION FOR THE EtiGE; AND COL' S PASCUAL ( !GUERRIER II) 
AND ROBERTO RICARDO I ICAH8ROS II), THE CHIEF AND DEPUTY CH IEF, 
RESPE CTIVELY, OF THE ARHY COtltii SSION FOR INSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS. 

3. IN A 2 APRIL HEEliNG, HEI1BERS or THIS ARI1Y "CRI SIS CAB IHEl" 
DEC IDEO THAT THEY IIOULD IIORK UP AND CARRY OUT A GENERAL STRATEGY 
OF TRYING TO INfl UE NCE PRES I DENT RAUL ( IALFOIIS IN II AND THE NATIONAL 
CONGRESS TO tiAKE DECISI ONS FAVORABLE TO THE ARI1Y. THEY aLSO DE· 
CIOEO TO SET UP A TACTICAL OPERAT IONS COtiHANO (" COtiANDO DE OP£RA· 
ClONES TACTICAS" • COT) TO HANDLE TASKS OUTSIDE THE SCOPE Of THEI R 
GENERAL STRATEGY. THEY ESTABLISHED THE FOllOWING SUBGROUPS IN THE 
COT: 

A. OPERATIONAL ELEHENTS • HEADED BY GUERR IER I. THESE ELEHENTS 

KAYE THE MISSION OF CARRY ING OUT \/HAT THE "CRISIS CABINET" CALLS 
"SP£CIAL ACT IVITIES" TO BRI NG PRESSURE TO BEAR ON THE ADniNISTRA
TION. 

B. POLITICAl ELEHEKT • HEADED BY CORDOBA. 
C. PSYCHOLOGICAL ACTION ELEIIENT ·HEADED BY PALti i ERI . 

THI S ELEI1ENT HAS THE HISS I ON Of USI NG THE HEO I A AND OTH ER RESOURCES 

~ . ON 8 APRIL, THE ARMY "CRISIS CAB INET" HET AGAI N, AND RIDS 
ERENU ANNOUNCED HE HAD LEARNED THAT CIVILIAN ADHINISTRATIOH OF-

...•.. 
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FIC i AI.S HAD HEARD ABOUT THE rORHATION or THE COT ANO THAT A NEilS-· 
PAP ER HAD HfNTIOII£0 THE COI111ANO. HE ADDED THAT, COMSfQUENTL Y, 
THE COT HUST IE OISSotVEO. \l i TH SUPPORT FROH SANCHEZ ANO BOCCA· 
LANDRO, RIDS fREH\1 SUCCEEDED I N OITAINIIIG TIE DISSOLUTION Or THE 
COT •• E I NET" 
OBJECTED. 
BT 
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DEPT OF STATE 
OIA 
TREASURY DEPT 
IIIIITE HOUSE S I TUAT I OH ROOII 
NATIONAl SECURITY COUNC ll STAFF 

USC I HCSO OHTS PAN AliA I!IR!i··· 

TIRED OFFICERS HAD CREATED A TACT ICAl OPERATIOIIS COMMAHD TO PRO
HCT THE IMAGE OF THE ARI1ED FORCES IFFAAI DURIUG TH E TRIAl 
16EGUN OH 22 APRILI OF lllllE MEMBERS OF THE FORMER JUNTAS OF THE 

PRECEDIIIG ARI1£0 FORCES GOVERNMEN T. A DISPATCH FROM THE IIIRE 
SERVICE "IIOTICIAS ARGEIHINAS" IIIAI, ~'HICH APPEARED IN BUEHOS AIRES 
UEIISPAPERS 011 9 APR ll, REPORTED THAT Hill I STRY Of OEF£11SE IHODI 
AtlD ARIIY SOURCES HAD OEIIIEO THE REPORT. I 

5. Oil 9 APRIL, RIDS EREHU REC EIVED REPORTS THAT "OPERAT IONAL 
GROUPS," AS THE REPORT CAllED THEM, OF ACTIVE DUTY OFFICERS 
ASSIGIIED TO THE ARMY'S 601ST MILITARY INTEll iGEIICE BATTAliON 
(601ST Ill Bill AND TO THE "CAIIPO DE MAYO" BASE IIERE GOING TO ACT, 

REGARDLESS OF llliAT THE EMGE CHIEF SAID OR DID. HE ALSO RECEIVED 

~MEETIIIG 
--RIDS ERENU GAVE A liEU-RECEIVED SP£ECH IN 1/HICH 

HE SAID THE FFAA MUST GRADUAllY REClAIM ITS INSTITUT IONAl PlACE 
IN THE ARGENTINE SOCI£TV. ME SAID ALFONSIN'S RADICAL CIVIC UNION 
lUCRI ADMINISTRAT ION MUST BE CONVItiCED THAT ITS FUTURE DEPENDS 

011 BETTER RELATIONS \liTH THE HAA, ESPECIAllY WITH THE ARMY. 
HE AlSO SAID THE ADMINISTRATION AIID THE ARI1Y RECOGNIZE THAT, OVER 

THE NEXT FEV · IIONTHS, THE SERIOUS PAOBIE'IIS rACED BY THE ADIIIJH:>.StuBIJIA=..-_;___;_ 
THINGS. 

HE CHIEF 
OF THE EIIGE HAD HA80RATED ON, OR HAD GIVEN EXAMPlES OF, THE 
"IIANY TH I IIGS" 1/H I CH HE liE II! I OUED. I 

7. AlSO IN THE MEETING, RIOS ERENU liAS ASKED BY 
FLORES THAT THE COT BE REESTABLISHED SECRETlY. AFTER SOH£ DIS· 
CUSS I ON THE CHIEF 
OF THE EIIGE AGREED TO REESTA8liSH~HE KNOIII.EDGE 
OF THE ALFOHSIN AOIIINISTRATION. ~SA RESUlT 
OF THE OISCUSSIOII AT THE 12 APRlt I£ETIIIG, RIOS ERENU APPARENTlY 

OPTED TO J OIN Ill TH THOSE ARMY OFFICERS 1/HO \/ANT TO TAKE A STRONGE R 
POS ITION AGAIIIST THE AOMIIIISTRAJ IOIU 

8. THE PART ICIPAIITS IN THE EETI NG CIRCULATE D AMONG 
THEHSElVES A liST OF SEYEII ACTIONS 1/HICH THE Of'ERATIONAl ElEHEHTS 
OF THE COT VOUlO CARRY OUT. THESE ACTIONS INCLUDE ATTACKS ON 
TARGETS SUCH AS THE HEADQUARTERS OF LEFTIST POliTICAl PARTIES AtlD 
OF HUIIAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS. RIOS ERENU SAID HE 0 

AS OF 1110-AI'Ril, A COOO BIT OF 
MAIIEUVERIIIG APPARENTt Y IS GOING OM BETIIEEH RIDS £REHU AHD HOST 
OF THE OTHER IMPORT AU AR"Y GE NERAl OFFICERS IAI. l BRIGADIER 
GENERALS), INCLUDIIIG VEROURA, NALDO !IOASSOII OIEAO OF THE 
lOG ISTICS COHIIANDI , JOSE DANTE I (CAR I Oil I ICOIIIIAIIDER OF Y 
CORPS), AIID FLORES. SUPPOSED! Y, THE ARIIY' S t1AJOR COIIIIANDERS 
BEliEVE THAT THE lOll PAY OF ARMY PERSONIIH AND PlANNED CUTS 

IN THE SERVICE'S AlREADY lOll BUDGET, GOMBIIlEO VITH THE TEUSIOH 

1/HICH THEV EXPECT THE TRIAl OF THE FORHER JUHTA Y.EHBERS TO PRO· 
OUCE, lllll LEAD TO RIDS EREIIU'S DOI/IIFAll AND TO HIS REPLACEIIENT 
AS CHIEF OF THE E"GE BEFORE THE END OF ts8S. RIOS EREilU HAS 
SHOIIN HIMSELF VERY SK i llFUl, HO\ItvER, Ill AVOIDING lt£ETINGS \li TH 
IIAJOR COI1HAIIOERS VHICH COUlD ~EAKEN HIS POSIT ION . AS A 1/AY OF 
PROTECTIIIG HIS POS I TION, RIDS EREtiU HAS RECOMIIENOED TO SECRET ARY 
OF O£FEHSE JOSE HORAC I 0 ( !JAUIIAREHAII, THE SE CONO- RAtiK IIIG MOD .. 
OFFICIAL, THAT THE AOI11111STRATIOII SHOULD COIITRIBUTE TO THE 
STABiliTY OF THE fFAA'S lEADERSHIP. HE HAS 11AOE THE POINT TO 
JAUIIARENA THAT FREQUEIH CHANGES OF THE ARHV'S lEADERS VOUL O ONlY 
BRIIIG CLOSER TO POIIER THOSE OFFICERS VHO ARE MOST CRITICAl OF THE 
AI fOilS IN AOHI NISTRATION. ) 
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SECRETARIAT 
PAGE 01 - DTG: llll214l MAY 85 PSN: 004476 
E08949 ~ • ,. Tob ·1JI/96.S3l CSI4:EIA7U• PARTT/~UERRillA ARMY OF THE PEOPLE 411D A lARGE, CLANDESTINE FLOU . 

---·-······------- --------············-·-------------------····· \OF AIMS AHO EQUIPMENT INTO ARGENT INA AS IIIOI CATIONS THAT SERIOUS . 
0 I STR I BUT ION: RAY·Bl NlliiT ·81 BURG-81 Tlll·BI /884 A2 SUBVERSIVE ACTIVI TIE S COUL 0 AGAIN OCCUR I H ARGENTINA. IE NEXT 

CRIT ICIZED THE \lAY Ill 1/HICH THE ·COUHTERSUBVERSIVE CAMPAIGN OF 
THE 1910' ~ './P.: COIIOUCHD. AtiO HE BU11EO IIIEXPERIENCE, THE lACK 

UHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: OF CLEMR MID OEC •SIYE DIRECTION, AllD A lACK Of COORDINATION AI1011G 
SIT: GOVERIIMEIIT FORCES FOR PROBlEMS ENCOUIITEREO OUR 1/IG AND AfTER 
EOB: THE CAHPA IGII. HE THEil MADE THE POINT THAT, FOR THE HEXT COUNTER· 
·················································-··-------- --·-········ SUBVERSIVE CAIIPAIGil, HE WANTS A 1/Ell·SUPERVISEO, CENTRAliZED 

PROGRAM, AriD HE ADDED THAT THE COOPERATIOII OF THE PFA UOULD BE 
IUOI SPEIISABlE 114 AIIOTHER COUNTERSUBVERSIVE CAIIPAIGN. 

TO HPIC 

DEPT OF STATE 
OIA 
TREASURY DEPT 
SECRET SERVICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF I NYESTI GAll ON 

OI·ST: 10 HAY 1985 

COUNTRY: ARGENTINA 

TE XT: 1. AS OF lATE IIARCH AHO EARLY IIPRIL 1985, COlOIIH LU IS 

fAUST I NO ADOlFO ((SUAREZ)), THE CHIEF OF TH E COUNTER I NTEtll GENCE 
BRANCH OF THE ARGENTINE ARIIY ' S 601ST ll lliTARY INTHliGENC£ BATTALION 
(68!ST 111 Bill, liAS INTERESTED IN ESTABliSKIIIG INFORtiAL CHANNELS 

OF COiti1UNICATIONS \liTH THE ARGE NTINE FEDERAl POLICE (pfA). IN A 
lATE MARCH IIHTING, SUAREZ EXPLAINED TO A FEll MEMBERS OF THE 61HST 
Ml BN •• INCl UDING 11AJOR RODOlFO ( Ul£LlATORRE)), THE DEPUTY CHIEF 
Of THE COUNTERINTELL IGENCE BRANCH ··HIS REASON FOR 1/AHTI NG TO HAVE 
CONTACT 1/ITH THE POLICE. HE FI RST CITED, AS HE PHRASED IT, APPARENT 

Phot~~&Ep~CftUg~~A[ltf/aWATIOIIS BY THE REVOLUTI ONARY 1/0RKERS' 

2. SUAREZ 1/EIIT ON TO SAY HE BELIEVES THAT THE lllliTARY INTElliGENCE 

BATTALION t!UST PROCEED CAREFUllY IN ESTABliSHING CONTACTS 1/ITH THE 
PFA, IN ORDER THAT THE BATTAL ION CAN BE CERTAIN THAT THE OFF ICIAlS 
1/ITH 1/NOH IT CHOOSES TO COOPERATE ARE DISCREET AND TRUSTIIORTHY. 
BASED ON SUAREZ' LATTER REtiARK, THE BATTAl iON OBTAINED A LIST BY 
NAME AIID POSITIOU OF HIGH-LEVEL PFA OFFICIALS IN ORDER TO REVI£11 IT 
AHD TO COIIDUCT CHECKS THAT IIOUlD ENABLE IT TO IDENTIFY THE PFA OfFICERS 
IIHO IIOULD BE THE HOST APPROPR lATE CONTACTS •. 
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DISTR IBUT ION: Hlll -81 RAY-81 IIOR T-111 BURG-S! L!.ll;!! HUGH -SI 
/086 At 

UHTS ASS IGNED DISTRIBUTION: 
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DEPT OF STATE 
DIA 
TREASURY DEPT 
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IIATIOIIAL SECURITV.COUJICIL STAFf 

USC INCSO OHTS PANAHA 

DIST: 25 OCTOBER 1985 

COUNTRY: ARGENT INA 

SUBJ: BACMGROUNO BEHI ND THE DECISION Of ARGENTINE PRESIDENT 
RAUL ALFONSIH TO ARREST MILITARY OfFICERS AHD CIV ILIANS 
fOR INVOLVEMENT IN RECENT BOMBING IIICIDENTS 

001: 23 OCTOBER 1915 

TEXT: I. OK 23 OCTOBER UB~~RG£HTINE 
PRES I OEHT RAUL I IALFOIIS I Nil COMMENTED THAT ARGENT IN£ FORE IGN 
MINISTER DANTE ( (CAPUTO)) liAS THE DRIV ING FORCE BEH IND THE 
PRES IDENT ' S DE CIS ION TO ARREST HIL IIARY OfF ICERS AHD CIVI liANS 
FOR IHYOLYEHENT IN RECENT BOMB ING INCIDENTS. 1 

THAT FOR 1110 IIEEKS BEFORE THE A~RES I S TOOK PLACE, CAPUTO 
CONTINUALLY URGED THE PRESIDENT 10 lAkE STRONG STEPS AGAIIlST THE 
~Of THE BOMBING INCIDENTS. CAPUTO, 
--STRESSED 10 THE PRESIDENT THAT IT liAS 

ESSEIITIAL THAT HE TAKE STROIIG ACTIONS, IN THE FORH OF ARRESTS, IN 
ORDER TO SHOll THAT THE GOVERIIMEIIT IIOULO NOT SaND FOR TRIS TYPE 
Of ACTIVIT Y. 

Photocopy Reagan library 

SFP.RFT 

2. - HAT IN RESPOIISE TO CAPUTO' S ~HiiUI1£NTS, 
ON U OCTOBER 1915 U FDNS IN ASSEHBLEO CAPUTO, MINISTER Of 
EOUCAT I ON AHO JUSTICE , OR . CARLOS ROHAN SAIIT I AGO IIUCOHAOAII 
ARAHBURU, AIIO Hi lli STER OF INTER IOR, 0~. ANTONIO IIUOCCOI II I, 
FOR AH All NIGHT SESSION DURING IIHICH THEY PUT TOGEiHER THE 
~lliTARV OFFICERS AND CIVILIANS TO BE ARRESTED. 
--THE LIST liAS HASTILY PUT TOGETHER, RESULTIIIG 

IN ERRORS THAT CAUSED EVEN 11DR£ AIIGER AttOIIG Hill TARY RANK$ 
liKEN THE ARRESTS IIERE CARRIED OUT. THE IIORST INSUL T liAS THE 
111PLICATIOII IN THE LISTING THAT ACTIVE SENIOR HI L IT~R Y OfFICERS 
INCLUDED IN THE LIST II£Rf All S011£HO\I CONNECTED 1/ITH THE 
SUSPECTED DRUG AND ARHS TRAH ICK IHG ACT IVITIES Of fORMER ARHY 

GEIIERAL GUILL£RHO (!SUAREZ II HASOII. AlTHOUGH THE P~ESIOENT 
AND HIS AlOES DISCUSSED All THE POSSIBlE ELECTORAL AND LEGAL 
IHPLI CATIONS Of THE ARRESTS, THEY COHPL£TELY fAILED TO REALIZE 
THE EXTEN T OF THE HE GAT I VE REACT! 011 OF THE ARI!EO FORCES TO THE 

ll ST AND THE ARRESTSI • 
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21 OCTOBER 198S 
ARGEIIT INA 

DESIRE ON THE PAR T OF SE IIIOR ARGEHTIIIE ARMED FORCES 
OFFI CERS TO AVERT THE POSSI BI LI TY Of A COUP D'ETAT 

OCTOBER 198S 

EFFORTS BY THE ADHIIII STRATI OM TO DETAIN 
SIX ACTIVE DUTY AND RET II:EO AAt1Y OHICERS, TH E ARH'f SHOULD 
fOll 0\1 TWE ARGt HT I HE COIIST ITUT I OM AIIO SHOULD PUT 10 REST ANY 
IH IIIK lt!G \l iTH Ill 
OUT A COUP o· tUT. 
COilHRSATI OUS EARL 

JUNIOR F lilO GRAD£ ~AMY OFFICERS, HE IS CONVIH£0 !HAT THE 
nAJOR IT V Of JUIIIOR OfFICERS ARE OPPOSED TO THE IDEA \lF THE 
A~IIED fORCES' JAK IUG OVER THE GOVER:IM(NT. ~E AIIO THE 6£NERAL 
OFFICER 60TH SAID THAT ~RIIY GENERAL OFIICERS ARE CO»CER!lEO THAT 
THE ARNY HAS BE£~ UNOUL Y HUMIL I A lED IH RECEIIT HOIHHS AHO iHAT 
If THE IIISIITU' !ON II .. BftCY.£0 FURTHER 'HTO A co;;UE R,• II 11AY 
PERCE I~£ THAI II ~~S 110 OTHH OPTION BUT ID S!Rif.£ EACK. THE 
)1/0 orriCERS SAID •NOE i'ENOEiolLY THAI THE AOIIIII :S!fATIQII SKOUL O 
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DEPT Of STATE 
DIA 
TREASURY DEPT 
SECRET SERV ICE 

!liVEST IGAT I ON 

OIST: JB OCTOBER 1985 

COUNTRY: ARGENTINA 

SUBJECT: ClAIM THAT ARMY IIITElliGEIICE HAS INfORnATIOII LI IIKING 
THE CIVIliAN STATE INTELLICEIICE SECREURI AT TO RECENT 
60H6111GS AND 80118 THREATS 

DO l: LATE OCTOBER 1985 

gr !HE Slo:TIOII CAll S A SE RIOUS IHV(STIGATIOII or RE CENT SO• BJRG 
IOENTS IH ORDE R TO fiUO OUT 1/HO IS RESPONS I8L£ fOR iHEn. T~E 
SECTION ClAinS ll ~.AS IHFORI1ATION LINK'IIG 80~8 TH~ E ATS 

V !liST St:HOOIS 10 AT lE AST f\10 1El£PHOIIE LINES Of THE CI VIli AN 
SHTE INIEIL JGt:IICE S£~RETAR I AT IS•DEJ. G-2 OFFI~EPS SAY iHAT 
! kEY l OOK THIS IIIF ·lRI1~ T IOif TO MIH IST£R OF DEFENSE ~OQUE 
!ICARRAII!AIJ, 6UT HE AEA.CTED Ill AN EXTREMELY AIIGRY AHD EMOTIOI/Al 
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E XDIS 

SUGGEST DEPARTMENT PASS USCINCSO 

E. 0. 12 356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PINS, AR 
SUBJECT: ELEMENTS OF THE ARGENTINE ARMY REPORTEDLY 

CONSIDERING ARMED ACTIONS AGAINST 
GOVERNMENT 

1. - ENTIRE TEXT. ) 

2. DEPARTMENT IS RECEIVING OUR REPORTS THA T ELEMENTS 
OF THE ARGENTINE ARMY MAY BE CONTEMPLATING ARMED 
ACTION AGAINST THE AL FONSI N GOVERNMENT. THE SURREAL 
ASPECTS OF SO INCOMPREHENSIB L E AN ACT ION SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED IN THE FOLLOW I NG L IGHT. ARGEN T INA IS ONLY 
F OUR DAYS AWAY FROM GENERAL ELECT IONS FOR CONGRESS 
ANO LOCAL OFFICES. THE OVE RWHE L MtNG CONSENSUS IS THAT 
ALFONSI N' S PARTY WI LL BE S TRONGER AFTER THE EL ECTIONS 
WHICH WI L L BE SEEN AS A P L EBECITE ON ALFONSIN, WITH 
ALFONSIN AND HIS PARTY STRENG THENED THE HARD LINE MI LITARY 
SEE THEIR F UTURE I N BLEAKER TERMS. CURRENTLY THEY ARE 
ATTE MPTING TO LIVE WITH DEEP SALARY AND OPERATING 
FUND CUTS. THE TR I ALS OF NINE FORMER MILITARY JUNTA 
LEADERS FOR HUMAN RI GHT S CRIMES ARE ENDING. MOST, IF 
NOT ALL, WIL L BE GI VEN PRISON TERMS. HUNDREDS OF OTHER 
MILITARY OFF ICERS ARE FEARFUL THAT THEY ALSO WIL L BE 
PUT ON TRIAL AND SUBJECT TO PUNISHMENT. THE BUMBLING 
AND REPEA TE D ARRESTS, COUR T RELEASES AND RE-ARRESTS 
OF ACTIVE DU TY OFFICERS AND THE DECL ARATION OF A STATE 
OF SEIGE APPARE NTLY AIMED AT THE MI L ITAR Y HAS• BROUGH T 
REACTIONS BY MANY MILITARY OFFICERS TO A FEVER PITCH. 
DEVELOPMENTS DESCR I BED ~BOVE hRE INTERPRETED BY MANY 
MILITARY , AIDED AND /\BETTED BY RETIRED OFF I CERS AND 
SOME CIVILIANS, AS DEFILING THE ARMY'S HONOR. TO LARGE 
NUMBERS OF OFFICERS uHONOR" OFTEN TAKES PRECEDENCE 
OVER COMMON SENSE. THEREFORE THERE EXISTS AN 
INCREDIBLE POSSIBILIT i rHAT A SMALL GROUP MAY DECIDE 
TO TAKE UP ARMS AGAINST THE GO VERNME NT. WHAT l S 
CLEAR IS THAT THE VAST MAJORITY OF ARGENTINES WOUL D 
REACT VER Y STRONGLY AGAI 1\/ST S UCH AN ATTEMPT. HOWEVER, 
IT I S NOT CLEAR THAT THE PRESIDEN T CAN COU NT ON ANY 
SIGNI F ICANT ARMED UNITS TO DEFEND HIS ADMINISTRATION 
EVE N AGA I NST A SMA L L SAND OF ZEALOTS BECAUSE OF T HE 
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BUENOS . AIRES 8994 OTG: 29161 <4Z OCT 85 PSN: e62723 · 

GENERALIZED STATE OF REJECTION OF AND ANGER AGAINST 
THE GOVERNMENT IN THE ARMED FORCES AND POLICE WHO 
ALSO ARE ON SHORT RATIONS . THUS ANY SERIOUS MILITARY 
ACTION, EVEN IF IT WERE A DESPERATE LAST-DITCH ACTION 
BY A SMALL BAND OF CRAZED FANATICS COULD RESULT IN 
INCALCULABLE DAMAGE TO ARGENTINA JUST AT THE TI ME WHEN 
THINGS HERE SEEMED TO BE WORKING OU T. 

3. TRADITIONALLY COUPS IN ARGENTINA HAVE MAJORITY 
POPULAR SUPPORT WITH A POPULAR MANDATE OF SORTS FOR 
SPECIFIC CHANGES. WE NOW FACE THE POSSIBILITY OF A 
DIFFERENT TYPE OF COUP -- TO PROTECT THE MILITARY 
AS AN INSTITUTION AND PARTICULARLY THE LIFESTYLES 
OF ITS OFFICERS. THERE IS NO ECONOMIC, SOCIAL OR 
POLITICAL PROGRAM FAVORED BY THE MILITARY THAT MIGHT 
TAKE OVER ALTHOUGH THEY MAY FINO CIVILIAN 
ALLIES AMONG EXTREME CONSERVATIVES AND SOME LABOR 
LEADERS WHO HAVE LONG SEEN THE MILITARY, NOT THE 
BALLOT BOX, AS THEIR ROAD TO POWER . THE CURRENT ECONOMIC 
PROGRAM WITH ITS SHARPLY INCREASED TAXES AND FORCED 
SAVINGS IS SEEN AS A D I RE THREAT BY SOME OF THESE 
BUSINESS .INTERESTS. 

<4. DURING THE PAST <48 HOURS I MET FOR FRANK SESSIONS 
WITH THE FOUR KEY CIVILIANS, THE PRESIDENT, FOREIGN 
MIN I STER, DEFENSE MINISTER AND SECRETARY OF THE 
PRESI DENCY. IN EACH CASE I ASSURED THEM OF OUR 
SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRACY AND URGED A LEVEL -HEADED APPROACH. 
THEY COMPLAINED THAT THEY HAVE NO INTE LLIGENCE ON THE 
DOMESTIC SITUATION AND ASKED FOR OUR HELP. I TOLD 
THEM WE WOULD PROVIDE ANY INDICATION WE PICKED UP OF 
WHAT SEEMED TO US TO BE SERIOUS THREATS TO DEMOCRACY. 
LAST NIGHT JUST BEFORE HIS MEETING WITH THE MI LITARY 

HIGH COMMAND WE PROVIDED THE PRESIDENT THE SUBSTANCE 
OF THE UNCORROBORATED REPORTS INDICATING SOMETHING 
MIGHT BE AFOOT. 

5. SOME, APPARENTLY INCLUDING THE GOVERNMENT OF 
URUGUAY, BELIEVE THAT THE RADICALS STARTED THIS WHOLE 
SCENARIO THE MSELVES AS AN ELECTION PLOY. CAPUTO AND 
ALFONSIN REPORTEDLY TOLD THE URUGUAYANS THAT THE 
INFOR MAT ION ON WHICH THEY ACTED CAME FROM US , ANO 
EVEN INVOLVED URUGUAYAN MILITARY COOPERATION. 
HOWEVER THIS SITUATION MAY HAVE STARTED, THE GOVERN
MENT CLEARLY HAS DUG ITS HOLE DEEPER AND IT WILL 
REQUIRE GOOD MANAGEMENT AND SOME CONCESSIONS TO THE 
MILITARY TO AVOID A SITUATION NOW-- DR ONE BUILDING 
WHICH WILL BRING NEW VIOL ENCE. 
BT 

I 
~ 
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5 E e ~ E V SECTION 02 OF 02 BUENOS AIRES 0 8994 

EXD I S 
\ ' 

SUGGEST DEPARTMENT PASS USC INCSO 

E . 0. 12356: DECL: OAOR 
TAGS : PINS, AR 
SUBJECT: ELEMENTS OF THE ARGENTINE ARMY REPORTEDLY 

6. WE SHALL CONTINU E TO REPORT THESE INEXPL I CABLE 
AND LAMENTABLE DE VELO~MENTS AS THEY OCCUR. WI TH THE 
DEPARTMENT' S GUIDANCE WE SHALL CONTINUE TO TAKE THE 
MOST EFFECTIVE STEPS OPEN TO US -- OUR I NFLUENCE 
OVER TH E MILITARY IS LIMITED -- TO HELP AS SURE 
ARGENTINA'S TENDER DEMOCRACY SURVIVES THIS LATEST 
IN A LONG SERIES OF TESTS. ORTIZ 
BT 
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ROUTINE 

DIA 
TREASURY DEPT 

\IlliTE HOUSE SITUATION ROO/I 
NAT I ON AI SECUR ITY COUNC ll STAFF 

OIST: 30 OCTOBER U85 
COUNTRY: ARGENTINA/CUBA 

SUBJ: REQUEST BY liAR 10 EDUARDO F IRIIENICH, lEADER Of THE 
lEFT! ST ARGENTINE "HONTOIIERO" 110VEI1£NT, THAT CUBAN 
PRESIDENT FIDE! CASTRO RUZ HElP Ill TH RE SOlVING 
INTERNAl 110VEHENT PROBLEIIS 

SENIOR /IOYEIIENT l EADERS HAD REACHED A CRITICAL POINT. , HE 
POINTED OUT THAT AS A aESULT, DE~ 

MARIO EDUARDO llriRIIEN ICHII SOUGHT CUBAN ASSISTANCE IN RESOLVI NG 
-THE IIOVEIIEN['S D I VISIONS~[ IIOTED THAT fiR11EiilcR HAD SENT A 

"1TTT£f""TO CUBAN PRE SIDENT fiDEL ICCASTROII RUZ IN IDI ICH HE ASKED 

CO TO 

110VEII£ NT. THE "110NTONERO" ADDEO THAT fiRII£HICH HAD COIIPLAINEO 
IN HIS LETTER TO CAS TRO THAT THE DEDICATION OF PERDIA mD YACA 
NARVAJA TO f.HL.fB.I NC IPLE~ 0£ RfVOlUTIOH IS IIIPf!lil IHG TH E 
Pot ITICAL FUTURE Of THE "I!OIITON£ROS. • .-·----.:....:;. 
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SUBJ: REIIARKS Of PRES I DE liT ALFOIIS I H TO THE SEN I OR OFfICERS 
OF THE ARGENT INE ARMED FORCES CONCERNING THE DOMESTIC 
SITUATION AND THE SITUATION Of THE ARHED FORCES 

DO I: 21 OCTOBER 198S 

TEXT: 

lOR OFFICERS OF 
THE ARGENT IHE ARMED FORCES (fF AAl 1/HEN HE 11ET Il l TH TaEH ON 
--THAT THE ADI11 NISTRATIOJI IS FULLY AVA.~E OF THE 
~TIVITIES CARR IED OUT IN EACH SERVICE BY 
ANTI-GOVERHII£11T PERSONNEL 1/HO FAVOR A COUP D'ETAT. PRESIDEnT 
ALFOMSIN TH.NKEO THE CHIEF OF THE GEIJERAL STAFF OF EACH or THE 
THREE SERVICES FOR THE INFORMATION 1/HICH HEY HAD PROVIDED TO 

THE EXICUT lYE OFF ICE REUROING THE ACTI VITI£$ OF ANTI-GOVERNIIEHT 
GROUPS IN THE SERVICES. AlfONS IN THEN MADE THE POINT THAT 
G N THE CURRENT SITUATION, HE FELT IT APPROPRIATE TO ORDER 

CHIEFS OF STAFFS Of EACH SERVICE TO TAKE THE IIECESSARY 
S TO REI1DYE OFFICERS IHVDI.V£0 IN ANTI-GOVERNMENT ACTIVITIES 

IN THE HOST EXPED lENT MANNER POSS I BL£. HE ADDEO HOI/EVER THAT HE 
1/ANTED THIS DONE CAll1lY AIIO QUIETLY, ArlO TH4T HE SAil NO IIEEO 
FOR UNDUE HASTE OR FOR THE CREATI 014 Of "TRAUMA." HE SUGGESTED 

Photocopy Reagan Library 

SEl5RET 

•RETIREI!tiiT" FR0/1 ACTIVE DUTY; RATHLR THAI: BY II!AIIS o; £ 

POTENTIAllY T~ AUI1AT I C 0 I Sill SSAL. 

2. PRESIDENT ALFOIISII4 STRES SED TO THE FOUR S£~1 Or. 
fFICERS THAT HE IS PERSONAllY C011111TTED TO SEEKING All EIIO TO 

THE TR IALS OF HAA OFFICERS ON CHARGES R£lAT£0 TO RUMAII RIGHTS 
ABUSES OURIUG THE liAR AGAINST SUBVERSION. HE IIOT£0, THOUGH, 
THAT THE SEIIIOR OFFICERS MUST BE REI'IIIIDEO THAT IH AODITIOII TO 

HE IS A POLITICIPJI AIID THEREFORE CAHIIOT 
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SUBJ: BELIEF Ill THE ARGENTI NE AIR FORCE THAT "SECTORS" 
OF THE ARMY ARE INVOLVED IH PLAitS AGAI NST THE 
GOVERNMENT 

DOl: LATE OCTOBER 19U 

I HE ARMY ARE IIIVOL VED IN 
ACTIO/IS AGA INST THE GOVERNIIENT. HE CLAIIIED HE COULD 

L Y CONFIRM THAT THIS ACTIVITY IS GOIJIG ON BECAUSE HE 
RECEIVED All INVI TATIOH--1/K ICH HE DECLINED--FROM All ACTIVE 

DUTY ARitY COLOHEL, \/HOlt HE DID NOT IDEIITIFY, TO ATTEND ti£ETIIIGS 
HELD TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE ACT I OilS ACAINST THE GOVERIIHEHT. 

2. ACCORD I JIG TO THE OFFICER, THE FAA GENERAl STAFF HAS 
INFORMATION IIIDICATING THAT HIGH-LEVEL ARIIY OFFICERS ARE 
I NVOL VEO Ill ANT I· GOVERHIIEIIT DISCUSS IONS. HE PO I NTED OUT THAT 
IN THIS REGARD, THE NAIIES OF THE FOLLOIIING ARMY BRIGADIER 

GENERALS HAVE APPEARED IN THE INFORMATION RECE IVEO BY THE AIR 
FORCE: HARJO JAINE I (SANCHEZ) I, DEPUTY CHIEF Of THE ARMY 
GENERAL STAFF lEnGEI; LEOPOLOO HECTOR ( lfLORESII, CHIEF OF 
OPERATIOIIS (G·3) OF THE EHGE; JUSTO (!ROJAS) I ALCORTA, 

Photocopy Reagan library 
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COHHAIIOER Of THE . fIrTH INFANTRY BR IG-~E I tl THt P~OVIUCI l:l 
CAPiaL 0' TUCUIIAJI; AIID VICTOS IIPII:Ol! . FORII£F. COHMAUOER 
Of TH E S£COII& CORPS IN ROSAR! 0 1/HO HCI.' Si:F:¥tS AT THE 
DISPOSITIOII OF THE PRESIOEIIT. HE AIR 
FORCE IS HAIIOllllG THIS INFORHATIOri\IITH GP.EAl CAR£ IU YIEV 
OF THE POSS I B I L I TV THAT RUMORS AIID TALK OF Pl AilS TO OYERTMROII 
THE GOV£RUI1EN1 ARE PART OF All ARIIY PROPAGANDA CAIIPAIGII TO 
PRE SSURE THE ADHIN I STRATI ON II ITO CHAIIG I NG ITS CURRENT POLIC IES 
TOIIARO THE ARJ1(D FORCES IFfAA) . 
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DIS T: 31 OCTOBER 1915 

lUCRI >OR THE ARGE NTINE 3 IIOVEHBER 1985 OH · YEAR ElECTIONS. 
DOCUMENT STAI[S THAT THE POliTICAl OBJECTIVE Of THE UCR 

AMPA IGN COIISISTS IN ACHIEV ING A VOTE IW THE HECTIOHS IIHICR 
VOULO MINIIIIZE THE RISK Or THE PARTY 'S lOSING ITS 1\AJORITIES 
IN lEGISLATURES AND COUNCilS AT THE NATIONAL, PROVINCIAl , 
AND 1\UNICIPAL LEVELS. THE DOCUIIENT SETS TVO PSYCHOlOGICAl 

l 
OBJECTIVES FOR THE CAMPAIGN: AS THE MAXIMUM OBJECTIVE, TO 
GENERATE AIIONG THE ARGENTINE PEOPLE A STATE OF "PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ALARM" ON THE GROUNDS OF A POSSIBLE COUP D'ETAT; AND AS A 

MINIIIUM, TO CREATE A SENSE OF IHSECURITY ABOUT A NEV OUTBREAK 
OF INDISCRIMINATE TERRORISM. IT GIVES AS THE PARTISAN 
OBJECTIVE OF THE CAIIPAIGN THE POLARIZATION OF "AlARnED" 
CITIZENS AND TH E PROIIOTION OF THE FIGURE OF RAUL ALFONSIN 
AS THE ONLY GUARANTOR Of DEt10CRACY. IN SIXTEEN PAGES THE 
DOCUMENT D£TAILS THE "ANNER IN 1/HICH THE UCR COULD CONDUCT A 

A. POLl TICAL OBJECTI YE. TO ACH IEVE A PERCENT AGE 
OF VOTES WH ICH WOULD HINIHIZE THE RISK Of THE UCR'S LOSING 
MAJOR ITIES IN lEGISlATURES AND COUNCi l S, AT THE NATIONAL, 
PROV INCIAL, AND HUMIC PAL LEVELS. 

ECTORAL OBJECTIVE. TO PICTURE THE UCR AS 
THE ONLY ECTI OH Of'T I OH TO SUCH Al TERNAT I YES AS A COUP D'ETAT, 
FASCISM, AND CHAOS. 

C. PSYCHOLOGI CAl OBJECTIVES. 

-
i 

(1) TO GENERATE AMONG THE ARGENTINE PEOPLE A 
STATE OF "PSYCHOLOGICAl AlARit" BASED ON THE PROBABILITY Of N 
EVENTUAL COUP D'ETAT AND, AS A HINIHUH, TO CREATE INSECURIYi ABOUT 
A liE\/ OUTBREAK OF IND ISCRIMINATE TERRORISM; 

(21 TO OBTAIN THE "ATOMIZATION• OF THE VOTERS 
WIIOH THE UCR CANNOT Ill N. 

COUNTRY: ARGENTINA l } D. PARTISAN OBJECTIVE. TO POlAR IZE THE "AL ARM' 

1

:.· { OF ~Ill lENS, AND PUT FORTM THE FIGURE OF PRES IOENT RAUL 
I IAlfONS I Nil AS THE ONLY GUARANTOR CF DE110CRACY. SUBJ: A PLAN fOR THE COIIDUCT Of THE CAMPAIGN OF THE GOVERNING 

RADICAl CIVIC UNION FOR THE 3 NOVEHBER ELECTIONS 

001: 1985 

-
SUIIIIARY: A 

THE CONDUCT OF THE ~AI1PAIGN OF THE GOVERN ING RAD ICAL CIVIC 
Photocopy Reagan library 
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A. TH E THREAT OF A COUP D'ETAT. If FEASIBLE·· 
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.SHOULD AN OPPOR TUNITY ARIS~, ~RESIDENT ALrOIISIN SHO~LD ~HA~G£ 
AT SOI1E POI NT BETIIEEII 19 AND 22 OCTOBER THAT THERE EXISTS 
THE POSS IBILITY Of A COUP D'ETAT. THE IDEAL S ITUATION FOR 
THIS ACTION COULD BE SO tiE UUUSUAL ACT I~ I TY Il l THIN Tl:IE ARt\Y 
OR THE NAUY. If SUCH A COURSE Of ACTION 1/0ULD NOT BE HASIBLE, ~ 
AH ALTERNATIVE IIOUlO CONSIST IN RAISI NG THE PERCEPTION THAT AN ~ 
ANT I- DEI1DCRATIC GROUP EXISTS, BY SETTING Off A NUI1BER OF BOIIBS 
IN ONE NI GHT AT OfFICES OF THE UCR, Of lEFTIST POliTICAl PARTIES, 
Of HUI1AH RIGHTS ORGANIZATIOUS, AMP OF OTHER LIBERAL ORGANIZATIONS • 

. B. OBLIGATORY 111LITARY SERVICE. THE PLAN SAYS THE UCR 
SHOULD ADVOCATE FEVER CONSCR IPTS AIIO SHORTER TERI1S OF SERVICE. 

- C. TH E ATOMI ZATI ON OF THE INDEPEHDEIIT ELECTORATE. IN 
SUPPORT Of THIS TH EHE, THE REC011HENOATIONS Of THE OOCUI1ENT 
I HCL UOE G IV IIIG THE APP£ARANCE THAT INTERNAL PROBL EHS OF PERON I SH 

ARE EXACERBATING. 

D. THE OH£NSE lAII. THE DOCUI1ENT RECOIIMENDS THAT 
THE VCR POINT OUT THAT THE GDVERHI1£NT -SPONSORED DEFENSE LA\1 
IIOULD DO AllAY \liTH THE "DOCTRINE OF NATIONAL SECURITY, • 
UNDER IIHICH THE PRECEDING IIILITARY GOVERNMENT OPERATED. IT 
ADDS THAT THE CWAIGH COULD PICTURE PERON IST OPPOSITION TO 
THE ADIIINISTRAT ION-SPOHSOR£0 lAII AS SUPPORT FOR THE "DOCTRINE 
Of NATIONAL SECUR ITY. • 

E. THE LAlOR 111LITARY PACT. THE DOCUI1ENT 
REC OIIIIENDS THAT THE PARTY CONTINUE 1/ITK THIS TH£11E WHICH 
PRESIDENT ALFONS IN USED IN THE CAIIPAI GN FOR THE 1983 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 

BT 
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f. FALKLAND ISLAHDS. BECAUSE MANY ARGENTINES 
BELIEVE THE ISLANDS BELONG TO THEIR COUNTRY AND BECAUSE Of 
THE SENSE Of DEFEAT ARISING FROII THE 1982 FIGHTING, THE 
DOCUMENT RECOIIHENDS THAT THE CAMI'A I GN DEAL VITH THIS THEME 
CAREFULLY. IT ADDS THAT MENTI ON OF THE FALKLAND ISL ANDS 
IN THE ELECTION CAMPAIGII SHOULD CONCENTRATE ON. THE DEFEAT AS 

A FAIL URE Of TK£ ARMED FORCES GOVE RNMENT. 

G. CLIMATE OF INSECURITr . THE DOCUIIEHT IIEHTIOiiS 
THE GENERATION OF A CLIIIATE OF FEAR AIIONG THE ARGEPITINE PEOPLE, 
1/HILE PROIIOTING DOUBT ABOUT THE IDENTIFICATION OF THOSE 1/HO 
CARRY OUT ACTS OF INTI/110ATI ON. IT POINTS OUT TBAT 
ACHIEVEPIENT OF A CLIIIATE Of GENERALIZED INSECURITY IIOULD REQU IRE 
ESPEC IALLY THE PlACING OF TIE BLAitE ON A CREDIBLE GROUP l/H ICH 
IIOULO HAVE THE POTENTIAL FOR CARRYIWG OUT ACTS OF 
INTIII IDATIOII. IT RECOMHEHDS THAT II ORDER TO CREATE A CLIHATE 
OF INSECURITY T~AT ACTIVITY COULD BE CARRIED OUT IN T\10 AREAS: 
INTIMIDATIOH·-BOMJ THREATS, AND EXPlOITATION Of AATI·SEI11T ISII. 

- H. LABOR CONFLICTS. 

GOVERN"ENT ACT I ON AND THE FIGURE Of THE PRES I DENT. 

IH REGARD TO THIS THEI1E THE DOCUHENT SAYS THAT THE UCR VOULO 

Photocopy Reagan library 

HAVE TO TUIN THE ELECTIONS INTO A PlEBISCITE. PT ADOS THAT 
PRESIDENT AL FOIISI N SHOULD PART PCIPATE ACTiVELY IN THE 
CAlif' AI GM. 

3. THE DOCUHENT LISTS FOUR STEPS fOR AN ELECTIOII :> 
CAHPA IGN: PREPARATORY, "ACCUSATIONS, • EXPLOITATION, A!IO TN£ 
ELECTPOHS THEHSELVE S. IT SAYS THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE PREPARAT Y 

PHASE CONS ISTS OF: 

A. PREPARI NG THE ELECTORAL CLIHATE BY GEHERATIN~A 
SENSE OF CONFUS ION, ESPEC IAllY BY BR ING ING ABOUT CONFUSION IN 
PEIONISH AND IN THE VARI OUS ELECTORAL FRONTS; AND, 

B. TO GENERATE A CLI MATE OF I IISECURITY AND TO 
IDENTIFY PERSONS CONNECTED II IT H BRINGING ABOUT THIS 

~UPPORTERS OF THE OVERTHROW OF THE GOVERNHENT, j 
\/N ILE CREATING AA IMAGE Of THE PRESIDENT AS THE GUARAIITOR Of 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONTINU ITY. THE DOCUitENT RECOIIMEIDS THE 
ESTABl l SH HENT IN THE PREPARATORY PHASE OF ACT lOll 
GROUPS OF THE COORD I MADORA IGACI AND OF PROPAGANDA GROUPS 
OF THE COORD INADOR A IGPCI 11M I CM WOULD OPERATE UNDER THE ) 
EXCLUSIVE CONTROL Of THE "SECRETARY GENERAL" IN COORD INATION 
1/ITH THE STATE INTELLIGENCE SECRETA!! IAT lSI DEl , THE PUBLIC 

INFORMATION SECRETARIAT (S IP), AND GOVERNPitNT HINISTEIS OR 
SECRETAR IES. IT POI NTS OUT THAT THE GAC A!ID THE GPC ~'OULO 
BE AUTONOIIOUS AND IIOULD BE AT THE EXClUSI V£ SERV ICE Of THE 
ElECTORAL CAIIPAIGN STRATEGY. IT ADOS THAT THESE T\10 GROUPS 
SHOUL D OI'ERATE IN SUCH A IIAIINER AND WllB SUFf i CIENT PROTECTION 
THAT THEY CANNOT BE DETA INED OR IDENTIFIED, AND IT AlSO SAYS 

THAT THE ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THESE GROUPS SHOULD BE FOLL0\1£0 
IHtiEDIATELY BY A PUBLI C INFORMAT ION CAMPAIGN IIIIlCH IIOUI.D ORAl/ 
PUBLIC REPUDIATION OF THOSE TO 1/HOK THE ACTIONS VOULD BE 
ATTR I BUTEO. 

4. IN REGARD TO TH E "ACCUSATIONS" STAGE, THE DOCUHENT 
SAYS THAT THE PURPOSE OF THIS STAGE CONSISTS IN IDENTIFYI NG 
THE ENEIIIES OF D!I10CRACY. IT NOTES THAT TIES£ ENEI11ES COULD 
BE "FACIST PERONISII," BUSINESS, THE RIGNTIST UNION OF THE 
DEIIOCRATIC CENTER IUCOJ, AND EXTREME LEFT. IT ADOS THAT 
THESE ENEHIES IIOULD BE IDENTIF IED 1/ITH THOSE FAVORING 
COUP D' ETAT. 

S. ACCORDING TO THE DOCUMENT, A UCR CAMPAIGN COUL D 
CREATE IN THE EXPlOITATI ON STAGE THE IHPRESSION THAT AlFONSIN 
NEEDS IIAJOR IT I ES IN THE LEGISLATURES I H ORDER TO STOP A VAVE 
OF DESTABILIZATION BROUGHT ABOUT BY RIGHTIST PLOTTERS. IN 
THIS STAGE THE GAC COULD CARRY OUT ATTACKS 01 NAT IONAL · AND 
PROV INCIAL -LEVEL lEGISLATORS, OM THE FACI LITIES OF PUBLIC 
SERVICES AIIO OF THE POLICE, ANO ON RADIO AND TELEVISON 
STATI ONS AND NEVSI'AI'ERS AND MAGAZINES. FOI THE IR PART THE 
GPC COutO HAKE THREATS AGAINST I'UBL IC FIGURES, NEVSIIEII, 
DIRECTORS Of SCHOOLS, UCR CANDI DATES, HUMAN liGHTS ORGAH IZATI OtiS, 
AND JUDGES. 

- ) 6. THE DOCU"ENT PO I NTS ' OUT THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE 
ELECTION STAGE IS TO ASSURE THAT THE UCR RECEIVES BETWEEN 
48 AND ~ 2 PERCENT Of THE VOTE OR, IF THE ElECTIONS ARE NOT 
FAVORABlE TO THE PARTY, TO IIINIIIIZE ITS LOSSES. IT SAYS 
THAT FOR THOSE PROVINCES AND 11UNICIPALITIES IN 1/HICH THE 
UCR HAY NOT DO \/Ell, PREPARATIONS SHOULD BE HADE TO LEVEL 
CHARGES OF FRAUD AND Of IRREGULARITIES. 
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J. IN DISCUSSING THE II£ANS AVAILABlE TO THE UCR 
El!CTIO• CAtiPAIGH, THE DOCUHENT POIIITS OUT THAT THE GAC AND 

THE GPC SHOUlD BE INCORPORATED INTO THE UCR CAIIPAIGN AT THE 
lEVEl or THE SECRETARIAT GENERAL OF THE PRESIDENCY. IT ADDS 
THAT A COOROitiATGR FOR THE GAC/GPC SHOULD BE ASSIGNED TO 
EACH SIDE OrFICE IN THE INTERIOR OF THE COUNTRY. IT NOTES 
THAT SIP SHOUlD ADD A COORDINATOR TO 1/0RK 1/ITH HE~ AGENCIES, 
RADIO AND TELEVISION STATION, AND NEWSPAPERS AND 11AGAZINES. 

~11£11T DISCUSSED ABOVE IS CIRCULATING AHONG OfFICERS / 
OF THE ARHY GENERAl STAFF (EIIGE). EtiGE OFFICERS 
ARE DIVIDED IN THEIR OPINIOIIS OF THE OOCUtiENT, 1/ITH SOrt£ .. / 
BELIEVING IT IS AUTHENTIC AND OTHERS BEliEYIIIG THAT IT IS A V 
FORGERY.I 
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SUBJ: DECLARATIOII OF A STATE OF SIEGE AIID ALLEGATI OIIS OF A 
RI GHT 1/ ING COIISPIRACY 

DOl: EHD OCTOBER 198S 

SUtltiARY: PRESIDENT ALFONSIN IS fURIOUS AT THE OFfiC IAl 
IIIEPTITUDE WICH 11AOE THE OECLARATIOII OF A STATE OF SEIGE 
nECESSARY OM lS OCTOSER TO COVER UP VARIOUS TRAHGRESSIONS OF 
lEGAL PR()(EDURE COtltll TTED BY THE GOVERIIHEIIT UHEN IT ARRESTED 12 
PEOPLE IN RESPONSE TO A RECENT 1/AVE OF BOMBINGS DURING THE 
RUN-UP TO TH< ELECT! OilS ON 3 NOVEI1BER. THE 12 IIERE CHARGED 
\liTH RIGHT-1/ING COIISPIRACY ON THE BASIS Of IMFORI1ATIOH OBTAIRED 
THROUGH TELEPHONE TAPS. 111\XIIIUII GOVERIIHENT PRESSURE lS BEING 

El\ERTEO 0~ THE JUDGES WHO ARE DEAL ING \liTH RESUL TIIIG HABEAS 
CORPUS SUII11SSIONS 011 BEHALF or THE DETAINEES. BECAUSE SIX or 
THEn II[RE ARnY OfFICERS, CKIEF Of STAFF RIOS ERENII HAS 
SUBMITTED HIS RESIGNATION IN PROTEST. IT IS EXPECTED THAT 
SEVERAL OF THE IIIIIISTERS INVOLVED Ill THE ARRESTS 1/lll BE 
REPLACED. EIID or SllllnARY. 

DECL~RATIOh OF A STATE OF SIEGE AIIO HAD SEER INfURIATED VITH 
~TUDE HAll 1\ADE THE 1\0YE NECESSARY. 
----ALFOHSIN liAS BY NATURE HIGHLY IMPULSIVE 
AND HAD FELT TMAT HIS ADIIIN ISTRATIOI! SHOULD BE SEEN TO BE 
TAll tiC SOME ACT I Otl IN THE ll CH T Of THE RECEHT \/AVE OF 
BOne IIIGS. THE 21 OCTOSE R DETEHTI ON OF SIX IIIli TARY MEN AND S I)( 
CIVIliAHS As RIGHT-1/IIIG CONSPIRATORS HAD BEE N THE CHOSEN 

RESPOIISE AtiO THE STATE Of SIEGE HAll SUBSEQUEtHL Y BEEN REOUIREO 

TO C GOVERNMENT'S 
CASE. AL FONS IN liAS 
PAR TICUlARLY COI~CERIIED ABOUT THE SPATE or 80118 THREATS MADE TO 
SCHOOLS ·BECAUSE HIS GRANDCHI LDREN ATTEIIDED O"E Of THE 
ESTABL I SHtiEHTS AffECTED.) 

l. AS fAR AS THE DOZEN ARRESTE ES \IE RE COOCERIIED, THE 
AUIHOR'ITIES \/ERE EXERTI NG MAXI HUH PRESSURE TO BR ING INTO L Ill£ 
THE JUDGES IIHO \IERE DE ALl HG \liTH RELATED HABEAS CORPUS 
SU8111SSIOIIS. THE ACCUSATI ONS AGAIIIST THOSE DETAINED RESTED 
UPON THE PRODUCT FROM TELEPHONE TAPP lUG, \IKE II THE HARSH 
EXtRESSIOII Of OPINIONS liAS OPEII TO EXAGGERAT ED INTERPRETAT ION. 
TH IS liAS EVIDEYT VITH REGARD TO COL. PASCUAl IIGDERRIUI)), 1/HO 
HAD SEEM I NVOL YEO, AT l HE BEHEST OF ARI1Y CHI Er Of STAFF COL. 
HECTOR I!RIOS) I ERENU, IN THE ARRAIIGEHEIITS FOR TIE DEFENSE OF 
THE FORIIER JUIITA 1\EIIBERS, CUR"REIITLY ON TRIAL FOR IUIIAII RIGHTS 
VIOLATIOIIS DURING COUNTER:,TERRORIST OP£RATIOHS. GUERRIERI COULD 
CODSEOUEHTL Y HAVE IIADE SOIII' OUTSPOkE II REnARKS, BUT HE 0 I D NOT 
APPEAR TO I E DIRECTLY l i NkE·f TO AllY RIGHT·IIING COUP PLOTS. 

AlTHOUGH HE HAD LAST YEAR O.~GAN I ZED THE RAI 0 ON THE ROSAR I 0 

COUR THOUSE, 111\/ltiCK IILCRII11NATING " DI RTY liAR" ODCUI1£11TS KAO 
BEEN STOLEN, HE HAD OOtiE SO Ill TH THE kNOIILEDG~ 

-

E liSTER, RAUL (!BORRAS)). -
CHAOS CDIIT I tlUEO TO REI GR IN THE 
nrtUIII TY. All IIIOEPEIIDENT SECURITY 

SERVICE SET UP BY THE RAD ICALS HAD REC EIITL Y RE CEIVED A 8011B 
THREAT Ill A TELEPHONE CALL TRACED BACK TO THE HEADQUARTERS OF 
THE 601ST BATTALION ARIIY, INTELli GEIICE. TH E AUTHORI TIES ALSO 
SUSPECTED THAT UIIFAVORABLE IIITEL LIGENCE REPORTS HAD BEEN 
ASSEIIBLEO ABOUT THE SEXUAL AIID COMIIERC IAL DEALI NGS OF PROI1111ENT 
RADICAL ELECTORAL CANDIDATES SUCH AS LEOPOLOO ( lnDREAU)) AND 
MARCELO I ISTUBR IN)) , AHD THAT THESE I!RE BE lNG LEAKED TO THE 
PRESS.) 

3. APART fROM THE TELEPHOIIE INTERCEPTS, THE AUTHORITIES 
HAD NO HARD EVIOEIICE AGAINST THE DETAINEES. THE GDY£RIIHEHT 
HAD, HOII£YER, ORAIIN UP A FURTHER LIST OF SOliE 48 SUPPOSED 
SUBVERSIVES \/ItO HAD A REPUTATION FOR RIGHTIIING NATIOIIALISI1. 
THESE IMCLUDEO ABOUT 31 SERVING OR RET IRED ARIIEO FORCES 

OFF ICERS, OIIE OR Tl/0 JOURNALISTS AUD, QUITE MISTAKUI. Y, CERTAIN 
FIGURES llltOSE POliTICAL lliClltiAHONS SHOULD NOT BE CALlED INTO 
OUEST ION. 

4. IN VIE\/ OF THE PR08L£11S RESULTING fROII THE FIRST 
DETENTIONS, IT liAS UNLIKELY THAT THE GOYERNnENT VOULO ACT ON 
THE BASIS OF TKIS CATALOGUE, BUT A CAtiPAIGII OF CHARACTER 
ASSASSINATION liAS TO BE EXPECTED, IN ORDER TO REINFORCE THE 
IDEA THA T THE ADtiiNISHATI OII HAD EARLIER BEEN JIISTIFIED Ill 
TAKING DRAST IC STEPS. IN THA T RESPECT, THE f ORHER 
IIAliOIIAliSTIPEROIIIST LEADER, GU1llER110 PATRI CIO IIKEllYI ), \IOULD 
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PlAY A PART, SI WCE HE HAD PUBLISHED A liST OF ABOUT 40 AlLEGED 
COHSPIRAT~IS •. SOl\£ OF THESE, SUCK AS TIJE ~AI/YEAS JAIIIE 
I (StiART)), RET I RED COl. OS VAl DO ( IR I VE I RO)) AIIO CARl OS 
(lACUNA)), \IERE AlSO HARKED DOUN BY THE GOYERHtiEHT. 

S. THE ISSUE OF THE D£TEaTIONS AllO THE DECLARAT IOH OF A 
STATE OF SIEGE HAD BEEH HAIIDLED PRIMAR ilY BY CARlOS 
I IALCOUADAII ARAMBURU, HilliSTER Of EDUCATION AIID JUSTICE; 

BT 
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DEPT OF STATE 
DIA 
TREASURY DEPT 
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 
NATI 

THE INTERIOR; ROQUE 
( (CARRANZAI l ' MINISTER OF DEFENSE; AND DANTE ((CAPUTO),' 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. ALCONADA ARAMBURU WOULD PROBABLY 

PAY THE PRICE FOR HIS BUNGLING AND WOU LD BE REPLACED BY 
NATIONAL DEPU TY JORGE ( NANOSSil j IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 
MEANWHILE, GEN. RIDS ERENU HAD BEEN PLACED IN A PAINFULLY 

·~IFFICULT POSITION FOLLOWING THE ARREST OF ~RMY PERSONNEL AMONG 
THE SUPPOSED CONSPIRATORS, AND HAD PR ESENTED HIS RESIGNATION ON 
25 OCTOBER. THE GOVERNMENT HAD URGED HIM TO DELAY HIS 
DEPAR TURE UNTIL AFTER THE 3 NOVEMBER ELECTIONS, SINCE THEY 
COULD NOT AFFORD A CHANGEOVER AT SUCH A CRITICAL TIME AND , 
ANYWAY, HAD NO OBVIOUS CANDIDATE TO SUCCEED HIM. 
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Argentina: Grapplin~ 
Intelligence Reform-

When President Alfonsin took office in December 
1983 he inherited a chaotic intelligence apparatus 
whose mission and mind-set was out of step with 
Argentina's new democratic system. The President 
soon made clear in public statements that he had little 
confidence in these services and would make 
intelligence reform a priority. Alfonsin began several 
reforms, but military resistance to change and a lack 
of capable intelligence officials loyal to the 
government have hampered these initiatives. 
Moreover, a string of scandals has raised charges of 
corruption and incompetence and reinforced the 
public's conviction that Alfonsin does not fully controi 
the intelligence services. The-President is now trying 
to reorganize the intelligence community and has 
proposed legislation that would severely restrict the 
military's autonomy. We believe, however, that 
military intransigence and civilian weakness will 
frustrate efforts at change and that the military 
intelligence services in all likelihood will continue to 
serve their own interests-rather than those of the 
elected government-for the remainder of Alfonsin's 
tcrm.llllll . 

A Tarnished Image 
Argentina's many intelligence services (see inset) 
enjoyed favored status under the 1976-83 military 
government. Acc6rding to academic and press 
accounts, the services operated virtually 
independently of the military junta, seldom 
coordinated their activities or shared information, and 
frequently tried to discredit and sabotage one another. 
Testimony from ongoing military trials indica,tes that 
all the services committed human rights abuses 
during the "dirty war" against terrorism, and heavy 
press coverage of the court proceedings has reinforced 
the publi.c's ~e opinion of the intelligence 
commumty. -

Civilian Services. Alfonsin announced publicly early 
in his administration that cleanup of the intelligence 
services would be high on his agenda. The President 
used charges that the civilian intelligence service, 

r 

7 
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SIDE, had conducted illegal surveillance of Argentine 
legislators to justify a purge of all senior staff officers 
with military rank or who had been appointed during 
military rule. he 
replaced many key officials with loyalists from his 
own Radical Civic Union who would represent 
administration interests and implement reforms. 
These moves, in our view, enhanced Alfonsin's control 
over SIDE, but 

career officers 
avJ~,, .. , ..... ,, .. of inexperienced individuals 

to senior POSitions and resigned from the service. -We believe that these losses gutted SIDE's 
operational capability and left Alfonsin with no 

source of intelliience. 
Alfonsin tried to fill 

intelligence 
organizations. 
established extraofficial itoups within the Ministries 
of Defense and the Interior that operated for roughly 
two years before being exposed in a scandal referred 
to by some Argentine political commentators as . 
Alfonsin's "Watergate.''-

The case hit the Buenos Aires' headlines early this 
year when relatives of real estate magnate and kidnap 
victim Osvaldo Sivak alleged that elements within 
SIDE and the Federal Police had inadequately 
investigated his case and extorted ransom money from 
the family. Heavy press coverage forced Alfonsin to 
order an investigation that subsequently revealed the 
involvement of members of his parallel groups, 
according to the US Embassy. This evidence 
unleashed a deluge of criticism from the opposition; 
Congress demanded that Interior Minister Troccoli 
and then Defense Minister Lopez explain these 

SeeH+-
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Argentine Intelligence Services 

St4te Intelligence Secretaritll (SIDE) . . . serves as 
central . ...... ,~;·, ..,. .... 
intelligence . . 

Army Intelligence Set'fice (S/E) . .. reports directly 
Staff and Ministry af Defense . .. its 

Collection Center (CRIM)
former/y the 601 st Army battalion-which has 
-for processing the information. 

Air Force lntelligelfce Senlce (SIFA) . .. reports 
directly to Air Force General Staff and Ministry af 
Defense ... operates through Q(fice~ 

attaches abroad . . ·-

irregularities. The Embassy reports that Troccoli 
weathered the storm laraely because of extensive 
support from Radical Party leaders, but that Lopez 
resigned to protest what he called the administration's 
mishandlina of the affair ... 

Other scandals have also damaaed the civilian 
service's reputation. A SIDE officer accused of 
involvement in the 1983 kidnapini of an Araentine 
magazine editor, for example, easily eluded law 
enforcement officials and escaped to Spain, according 
to US Embassy and press reports. Cha~:rined SIDE 
officials subsequently urged AJfonsin to neaotiate his 
extradition with Madrid. The Embassy reports, 
however, that SIDE was unable to provide the 
evidence necessary to convict him when he returned to 
Buenos Aires, causing the courts to release him.-

Seaet 
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Natty Intelligence Set'fice (SIN) . .. reports directly 
, . ~ i , 

I , , ' . 

' ' 
the dirty war. -

g 

S~perintendency o/the Interior ... reports to Federal 
Police and the Ministry af Interior . .. main central 
repository af criminal information ... responsible for 
enforcing all federal Jaws ... under National Defense 
Law, will assume internal intelligence collection 
duties from military ... 

Nattal Prd'ecture Intelligence Se,ice ... reports to 
Naval Prefecture (roughly equivalent af US Coast 
Guard) and Ministry of Interior ... 

Gendarmerie Intelligence Directorate ... reports to 
National Gendarmerie (border police) and the 
Ministry af the Interior ... 

Finally, another case that is now unfoldini in the 
Argentine press reveals that at least one of Alfonsin's 
political appointees was a traitor. The SIDE officer, 
named to a post in Geneva in 1983, recently vanished; 
the ~:overnment has accused him of selling SIDE 
codes to the British, according to the US Embassy. 
This scandal cast doubt on Alfonsin's judament and 
led to a round of public name calling among Radical 
Party officials. Former Defense Minister Lopez 
publicly denounced the head of SIDE for coverin~: up 
the case, the SIDE chief blamed Lopez for appointing 
the accused, and both pointed the finaer at Alfonsin. .. 
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A strlu Q/ lttttlllttnce community scattdals has 
for~d Al{ottSin to sttp up his lagging 
rtorgattlzatlott plan... · 

Militarylntelligenc~ Although overshadowed in the 
press by SIDE's blunders, the military services have 
been implicated in several scandals, according to 
Embassy and defense attache reporting. In September 

· f985 , a wave of terrorist \lombings affiicted 
Argentina. The government- advised by SIDE that 
extremist elements within the military were trying to 
foment trouble prior to the November elections
arrested six active duty and retired officers for 
masterminding the violence. Although evidence 
against the alleged ............... ,.., tnr~ 
they were eventually rel,eas;ea, 
-tended to substantia 
that elements within military intelligence had 
engineered at least some of the bombings to give the 
impression that Alfonsin was not in complete control 
of the country. -

9 
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Interior Minister Trocco/i was called to testify In 
Congress on the SIVAK case. Only a show Q/ 
support from Radical Party leaders kept him in 
office.-

Ambito 
flnanclcro 0 

There is other evidence of military intelligence's 
uncertain loyalty to Alfonsin. In May of this year, 
police discovered a bomb along Alfonsin's route to 
visit an Army headquarters in Cordoba. Press reports 
indicate that Army intelligence carried out a cursory 
investigation, after which military officials publicly 
impl~ed that the incident was only a mildly dangerous 
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A faJiun by military illrtlli~fW to ldrlltlfy ..._ Alra lkrald 
those responsible /or an attempt on A(fonsln 's lift 
lras raised serio~tlons about its loyalty to 
tire government._ 

prank. The Cordoba corps commander resiined 
rather than comply with the administration's 
demands that he identify the perpetrators. 
~he military then alleged that 
~nchild of Radical Party leaders 
who wanted to use the incident to justify a purge of 
the Cordoba corps- a longtime locus of 
antidemocratic activities. Several courts continue to 
investiiate the case, but the US Embassy reports that, 
as with last year's bombinis, convictions are unlikely. -Democratizing tbe Intelliaence Services 
The Embassy report.s that Alfonsin is extremely 
sensitive to public and Congressional criticism of the 
intelligence services. He has publicly acknowledged 
the need to coordinate and control intelli,ence 
activities to avoid future "operational disorders," and 

being debated in the 
Senate- aimed, in part, at defining the 
responsibilities of each service and establisbin& checks 
on their activities. The most controversial provision of 
the bill, in our view, iives civilian authorities sole 
responsibility for domestic intelJiaence activities and 
restricts the military services to foreign and strategic 
matters. In our view, Alfonsin hopes that this division 
of intelli&ence functions wiU limit the influence of any 
one service.-

The proposed law addresses the issue of accountability 
by centralizine authority over the entire intelli&ence 
community in a single government agency, the 
National Intelligence Center (CNI). The head of the 
CNI--appointed by, and directly responsible to, the 
President- would coordinate all intelliience tasking, 
collection, and processing. The government has not 

determined the exact structure of the 

The Milltary Response 
We believe that the armed forces are the biggest 
obstacle to lastini reform of the intelligence 
community. The civilian intelligence agencies, in our 
view, are at present too weak and ineffective to take 
over the duties currently performed by the military 
services. Moreover 
many midlevel 
would even welcome subordination to the military, 
hoping that it would restore some of their 

~cechiefs 
.__resent the attempts 
to alter their role and or&anization and oppose 
Alfonsin's 
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ARGENTINA: PROPOSED INTELLIGENCE SERVICE ORGANIZATION 

·AND COLLECTION RESPONSIBILITIES 

PRESIDENT 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 

..1. 

NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE 
CENTER ~~r2 (DO MESTIC & T RNAL) 

MINISTtR STATE INTELLIGENCE 
SECRETARIAT ~SIDEl 

MINISTtR ·., 
r---OF DEFENSE (DOMESTIC & EX ERN L) or INTERIOR 

AIR FORCE ARMY CHIEF NAVY CHIEF 
GENERAL srAFF or srArr or srArr 

AIR FORCE; ARMY NAVAL 
ll'fTEWGENCE INTElliGENCE INffiUGENCE 
~IF~ SERVICE:! E) SERVICE (SIN) 
~ ER L) (EXTER L) (EXTERNAL) 

civilian appointees, citing their lack of experience in 
intelligence matters and the litany of errors they have 
committed as evidence of their incompetence. More 
fundamentalJy, the military-and especially its 
intelligence branches-in our view, has pledged only 
conditional loyalty to democratic rule. It remains 
primarily concerned with protecting its institutional 
interests and countering leftist influence, not with 
protecti~till fragile Argentine constitutional 
system. -

proposal to 
give civilian agencies sole responsibility for domestic 
collection has become. the rallying point for the 
military's resistance to Alfonsin's reforms.

.litary leaders met 
recently to coordinate a lobbying campaign to 
persuade the Senate to alter this provision of tbe 
defense law. Although they ar 
muster the support they need, 

t t I I I I .. I 
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NATIONAL DIR- NAVAL CHIEF 
ECTORATE OF FEDERAL 
GENDARMERIE PREFECTURE POUCE 

GENDARMERIE NAVAL SUPER-INTEWGENCE PREFECTURE INTENDENCY 
DIRECTORATE I INTEWGENCE or (EXTERNAL) SERVICE INTERIOR (EXTERNAL) (DOMESTIC) 

- several of the chiefs indic~ted that they will 
continue to collect domest~ even if legally 
prohibited from so doing.--

Finally, longstanding rivalries between· the services 
are fueling opposition to reform. Alfonsin 's proposed 
changes call for the intelligence aaencies to share 
information and coordinate data processing. The 
services, however, have historically been pitted 
against one another by military governments and the 
resulting mistrust permeates them as they scramble to 
protect well-established and hard-won power bases. 

any supposed 
favoritism Alfonsin displays toward one of the services 
quickly prompts the others to demand equal 
treatment. For example, when the press reported that 

Scc:ct 
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the Air Force Chief of Staff bad presented an 
intelliaence reform plan to the President. the Army 
and Navy ~Y countered with their own 
proposals.--

Outlook 
In our view, problems over intelligence reform are 
likely to plaeuc Alfonsin for the remai.nder of his 
term. The Senate probably will decide to water down 
the provisions for civilian control in the National 
Defense bill, leavina the military with substantial 
responsibility for domestic collection. We believe that, 
under these conditions, the military-with its 
antidemocratic ethos and adversarial view of the 
Alfonsin eovernment- will continue to place a low 
priority on monitorine the activities of 
antigovernment rightwine; extremis~ may on 
occasion, even abet these activities. -

Senate passage of the intelligence reforms as they now 
stand would not substantially improve the situation 
either, in our view. Under such circumstances, the 
military probably would continue its domestic 
operations illegally, while the President would be 
forced to rely on SIDE and the Federal Police
services of proven ineffectiveness-for internal 
intelligence. The President's only option would be to 
risk more scandals by once again organizing 
extraofficial groups to keep tabs on civilian extremists 
and the military's political activities ... 
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ARGENTINA: Confrontation With the Military . . -..,.··. ........ . . 
· ..... 

President Alfonsin is coming ur:~der ,Increasing pressure from .the' 
mi~itary,to reverse a civilian court decisio~:to arrest an active-duty 
off19-er\on ch,arges of 

~ftod;of military e 
JUdg~·~invo.Jv:ed has ~nlr'\~r·o 
the.'-~"ltuation by denying the President's r~quest that the charges be 
dr:tipp~d~r at least that the case be.::O.~l~$'d on grounds of 
insufficient evidence. The officer charged has refused to.surrender to 
authorities, and his supporters have allegedly vowed to use force to 
protect him. Several active-duty · ing to 
resign if the arrest order is carried out. 

Comment: This confrontation has been brewing since the transfer of 
such cases to civilian courts in June. The armed forces believe that 
t~e ~dmini ing of this matter will set a precedent for all 
cases'··pen active-duty . They are, therefore, 

enging show his military's stand could 
circumvent courts by issuing an 

doing so would be 

11 18 S<?p1ember 1986 
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To Reso!ve Human Rights Issue 

Alf.onsin is urging civilian courts. in effect, to acquit the vast 
ty of A~gentine mili!ary officers accused of human rights abuses 

during the years of mil rule on the rounds were 
following orders f the courts 
fai l to ad9.pt this approach voluntarily, fonsin may 
introdUCf?.;-legisiation to require it. Alton s decision follows an 
ej)isode,;in which proceedings initi~ted by a provincial court against 

· officer aggravated .cjvilian•military tensions. .. . - . 
Comment: This approach would be tantamount to an amnesty. The 
increasing independence of the judiciary, however, makes voluntary 
compliance by the courts unlikely. The President would face stiff 
congressional opposition to legislation that would enforce 
compliance. Nevertheless, discontent in the military will mount as 
m,p~~ _such casas enter civilian courts, leaving Alfonsin with few 
a:!feh)atives·to the political~eeklng congressional 

· action on the issue. (S NF)---

-
.. ·· , '.'·' ·. ~ ..... :: .. .... . 
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Articles 

Argentina: Prospects for 
Leftist Terrorism • 

The recent extradition from Brazil to Buenos Aires of 
Montonero terrorist leader Mario Firmenich has 
again focused public attention on the danger of a 
resurgence of leftist terrorism in Argentina. 
Terrorism by the left has been a persistent source of 
political instability in Argentina and has played a 
central role in undermining the authority of both 
military and civilian regimes. President Alfonsin's 
response to the firs t inklings of terrorist 
reorganization shows, in our view, that he understands 
the gravity of the threat.-

We foresee little chance of a serious terrorist 
movement emerging over the next six months. 
Nevertheless, the political scene is volatile and the 
Alfonsin government may not be able to contain the 
social, economic, and political pressures that could 
ignite leftwing violence at a later date. -

Return of the Montoneros 
The Montoneros, who first emerged in the late 1960s, 
have long sought to convert Peronism into a 
movement of the revolutionary left. After Juan 
Peron's death in 1974, the Montoneros clashed openly 
with the Peronist party's conservative leadership and 
were expelled from the movement by his widow and 
successor, Isabel. The Montoneros continued to 
struggle for what they termed "authentic Peronism" 
becoming one of South America's largest, wealthie;t, 
and most deadly terrorist groups. Nevertheless, they 
were crushed after the military coup of 1976. The few 
Montoneros who were not killed or captured by the 
armed forces were forced into exile, where they 
launched a largely ineffectual 
ag~inst the military. 

Photocopy Reagan library 

Exfled Montonero at a prus 
collftrence: th~vtmtnt s military 
ethos endures-

CanrbioO 

ted that there were 
approximately 300 Montoneros in the country and 
some 500 abroad, although we believe these figures 
were somewhat inflated .•••• 

numerous Montoneros returned to Argentina in the 
months following the election in October 1983 of the 
new civilian government. Any expected lenience from 
the authorities, however, did not materialize. 
Alfonsin, who personally abhors terrorism and needs 
to hold the left accountable for its crimes if he is to 

21 December 1984 
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successfully prosecute the military for its excesses 
during the antiterrorist campaigns of the late 1970s, 
took a tough stance re&arding the Montoneros. Two 
top Montonero leaders, Ricardo Obre2on and Oscar 
Bidegain, were arrested soon after returnin2 to 
Buenos Aires in December 1983, and Firmenich has 
remained in custody since his extradition from Brazil 
in October 1984. Moreover, public statements by 
government officia ls indicate that Alfonsin-despite 
cutbacks in military spendin2- intends to preserve 
the military's ability to monitor terrorist capabilities. 

Internal Divisions 
These arrests, in our view, dealt a severe blow to the 
Montonero movement and have hindered its efforts at 
reorganization. With their most experienced leaders 
in prison or in hiding, the ' once solid 
chain of command has broken down. 
--two basic currents have P.mP.ro·~n · 

relatively moderate majority faction loyal to 
Firmenich, and more violence-prone groups whose 
leadership is unclear. -

The Firmenich faction has publicly abjured violence, 
asserting that the Montoneros will now concentrate on 
electoral politics. Before his arrest, Ricardo Obregon 
announced the Montoneros' dissolution as an armed 
force and their itution as the A uthentic 

of forming an independent 
party, the Montoneros have attempted to infiltrate the 
re2ula r Peronist movement's radical left win~. the 
Peronist Intransigence and Mobilization (IMP) 
faction. The IMP is headed by Peronist Senator 
Vicente Saadi, a well-known Montonero sympathizer 
whose newspaper, La Voz, was subsidized 
~om money, 
~e believe that the Montoneros' 
current iOal is to gain full control of the IMP and use 
it to turn the entire Peronist movement toward the 
revolutionary left. The Montoneros are supplementing 
this strate&Y by infiltrating Peronist-controlled trade 
unions and rural cooperatives. -

We believe that the Firmenich faction's rejection of 
violence is a tactical maneuver and that it would 

&!tiEl 
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return to armed struggle under more favora ble 
circumstances. The Montoneros have plcd&ed in the 
past to work for peaceful chanee, but they quickly 
reverted to · when conditions shifted. 
Furthermore, embers 
of the &roup are rearmini and continue to train in 
terrorist tactics and guerrilla warfare. Recent public 
statements by Roberto Perdia and Fernando Yaca
the top Montonero leaders not in prison- have hinted 
at a resumption of violence if Alfonsin continues to 
"persecute" the movement.-

The immediate danger, however, stems from those 
M ontoneros who question the leadership's cautious 
stance. Althou&h not formally structured into an anti
Firmenich group and divided a mong themselves, these 
Montoneros doubt that they can ever dominate 

Roorganization of the ERP 
Argentina's other sienifica nt leftist terrorist group is 
the People's Revolutionary Army (ERP). In contrast 
to the vague populism espoused by the Montoneros, 
the ERP is rooted in Trotskyite Marxism-Leninism 
a nd has drawn inspiration more from Castro and Mao 
than Peron. Emerging concurrently with the 
Montoneros, the ERP was smaller and was 
concentrated in Argentina's interior provinces, where 
it conducted sporadic rural ~:uerrilla warfare until the 
late 1970s. Like the Montoneros, the group was 

the mil 1976 crackdown. 

ERP lost 85 percent of its cadre and close to 95 
percent of its weapons, safehouses, and vehicles 
durin& that period. -
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Enrique Gorriaran Merlo 

An Argentine af Basque origin, Enrique Gorriaran, 
about 42, is the ranking leader of the People's 
Revolutionary Army (ERP). A founder af the ERP in 
1970, Gorriaran was arrested one year later and 
imprisoned in southern Argentina. In 1972 he escaped 
to Cuba, returning to Argentina the following year to 
participate in the ERP's rural guerrilla campaign. 
US diplomats report that, by the late 1970s, 
Gorriaran Jed the ERP's military wing, which 
attacked businessmen and labor leaders and 
assassinated police and military personnel. He /led 
the country following the 1976 military coup and 
resurfaced in Nicaragua, fighting the 
Sandinistas. 
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M11rio Eduardo Firmenich 

Mario Firmenich, 36, is on trial in Buenos Aires for 
kidnaping and homicide. A founder of the 
Montoneros, Firmenich gained notoriety in the early 
1 970s for his involvement in two bold terrorist acts: 
the kidnap/murder af former Argentine President 
Pedro Aramburu and the kidnaping of two Argentine 
businessmen, which resulted in a record $60 million 
ransom. After the 1976 military crackdown, he 
moved abroad and tried to mobilize support for the 
Montoneros in Latin America and Western Europe. 

remains friendly with Sandinista leaders and in 198/ 
was involv~g/ing Cuban arms to El 
Salvador.--
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Pre s reports indicate that remnants of the ERP--: 
probably no more than 100 persons-returned to 
Argentina in the wake of Alfonsin's election. As with 
the Montoneros, the 2roup split into moderate and 
radical sectors. Unlike the Montoneros, however, the 
ERP appears to be fairly cohesive and well organized, 
with orders issued by exiled leaders in Managua, 
Nicaragua. -

These leaders--<:hief of whom is Enrique Gorriaran
evidently believe that the moment is not ripe for the 

ure 
home by alleging that Alfonsin wants to arrest them 
to complement the Montoneros already imprisoned. 
Gorriaran pledged at a press conference in Managua 
earlier this year that. for the time being, ERP 
member~a wiJI use violence only in self· 
defense. __ 

ERP is seeking to 
by infiltrating the small but 

influential far left Intransigent Party (PI). The ERP 
has chosen the PI because th~ 
~nd,....__ 
....__because the "ERP wants to 
avoid competin2 with Montonero penetration of the 
Peronists. The ERP has also been active in a handful 
of leftist labor unions and some of Argentina's human 
rights organizations. Its overall success in these 
efforts is unclear but 

has been extensive and that many ERP members hold 
important PI leadership posts. -

We share the judgment 
-that the ERP's long-term goal is to return to 
armed struggle. In the meantime, however, the 
group's more moderate sector has effectively rei2ned 
in unruly ,.,,.mP·nt<> 

an cell to recover an arms cache 
in Argentina dating from the late 1970s. While 
reassurin2 as to the movement's short-term intentions, 
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this may indicate that the ERP has at least a 
rudimenta ry capability to undertake terrorism if and 
when it aba ndons its cu~f relying solely 
on political infiltration.--

ERP-Montonero Contacts 
One of the more disquieting developments is a trend 
tow!\rd ERP-Montonero cooperation; the two 
movements recently have set aside longstanding 
ideological disputes and have begun to work together. 
An ERP-Montonero meetine was held in Cordoba 
Province in accordi 

to cooperate 10 

unions. The political organizations with which the 
Montoneros and the ERP are ked 
moving closer together: 
the IMP and the PI are trying to coordinate efforts to 
politici~ulate several human rights 
groups.--

Foreign Support 
Although ERP-Montonero collaboration may ease 
logistic barriers- such as lack of sufficient weapons 
and funds.- to a resumption of terrorism, in our view, 
the radical left would require considera ble foreign 
support to mount a serious threat to Argentine 
democracy. At present, prospects for such aid are 
dim: 

• The PLO, which previously trained a nd funded the 
Mon ls for renewed aid in 
mid-1983, 

• Mexican officials are terminating safehaven 
arrangements and government jobs they formerly 

for exiled Montoneros. 

• The Cubans, according to a source with good access, 
want to ingratiate themselves with Alfonsin and will 
therefore use their considerable influence over the 
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terrorist acts
ERP may be similarly 

constrained by the Cubans. 

• Remaining ERP and Montonero contacts with the 
Sandinistas, Chilean M IR, and the remnants of the 
Uruguayan Tupamaros are highly unlikely to 
compensate for the lack of substantial Cuban and 
East Bloc backing. -

Outlook 
We believe that the ERP and the Montoneros will 
concentrate on political activity over the medium 
term. Both &roups recognize that, in the wake of the 
terrorist bloodletting and military repression of the 
1970s, there is scant popular support in Argentina for 
political violence. And the Alfonsin government's 
arrest and prosecution of Montonero leaders has sent 
a clear message to the left that a return to terrorism 
will bring swift retribution .••• 

The Montoneros will not, in our view, succeed in 
wresting control of the Peronist movement from the 
center right. Senator Saadi and the IMP faction have 
recently suffered a series of setbacks and appear to be 
losing status within the party. At best, the 
Montoneros can hope to retain a voice on the Peronist 
left via the IMP or, if the movement splits, dominate a 
small independent radical Peronist faction. The ERP 
has slightly better prospects for expanding its political 
influence through the Intransigent Party. The PI did 
well in recent student elections, and polls show tha~ it 
could become a vehicle for the expression of leftist 
discontent with Alfonsin. The party, however, lacks a 
national structure and following, and its radical 
ideology has historically precluded it from attracting 
more than 5 to 10 percent of the electorate. -

Although leaders of both the ERP and the 
Montoneros are likely to be preoccupied with political 
machinations over the coming months, violence by 
dissident elements of both organizations cannot be 
discounted. This is especially true in the case of the 
Montoneros, where discipline appears to be weakest. 
We believe that the Montoneros' radical fri nge does 
have some capability to conduct kidnapings and 
assassinations. S uch actions could be triggered by 

5 
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further arrests of terrorist leaders; a h~ush verdict in 
the trial of Firmenich, or provocations by rightwing 
terrorists. But we also believe that, under present 
circumstances, isolated acts of leftist violence can be 
effectively contained by the security forces. -

Over the long run, however, there is a danger that the 
radical left could resume full-scale terrorism. 
Argentina's new democracy remains fragile and has 
not yet been fully tested. Severe and prolonged 
economic pressures, or a power vacuum s temming 
from the assassination or incapacitation of Alfonsin, 
could jeopardize political stability. Such a scenario 
would probably include militant labor unrest, 
widespread social disorder, and a growing disaffection 
with democratic institutions on both the right and the 
left. Under these conditions the ERP and the 
Montoneros might be tempted to take up arms once 
again. The press reports that rightwing terrorists are 
a lso reorganizing and were responsible for several 
recent bombings of leftist and government targets; 
further attacks could spur a response from the radical 
left. The consequences of such developments are 
uncertain, but the stage would then be set for 
escalating left-right violence, growing politjcal 
polarization, and a possible reentry by the military 
into the political system. -
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Argentina: Current Priis ects 
for Leftist Terrorism · 

' 

The recent extradition from Brazil to Buenos Aires of 
Montonero terrorist leader Mario Firmenich has 
again focuse.d public attention on the danger of a 
resurgence of leftist terrorism in Afgentina. 
Terrorism by the left has been a persistent source of 
political instability in Argentina and has played a 
central role in undermining the authority of both 
military and civilian regimes. President Alfonsin's 
tough response to the first inklings of terrorist 
reorganization shows, in our view, that he understands 
the gravity of the potential threat. For this reason
and because most of the radical leftists doubt that the 
current political climate is suitable-we foresee little 
chance of serious terrorism emerging over the next six 
months.-

Return of the Montoneros 
The Montoneros, who first emerged in the late 1960s, 
have long sought to convert Peronism into a 
movement of the revolutionary left. After Juan 
Peron's death in 1974, the Montoneros clashed openly 
with the Peronist Party's conservative leadership and 
were expelled from the movement by his widow and 
successor, Isabel. The Montoneros continued to 
struggle for what they termed "authentic Peronism," 
becoming one of South America's largest, wealthiest, 
and deadliest terrorist groups. Nevertheless, they 
were crushed after the military coup of 1976. The few 
Montoneros who were not killed or captured by the 
armed forces were forced into exile, where they 
launched a largely ineffectual prclpa:garlela -·~·"''-·•·· 
against the 

there were 
approximately 300 Montoneros in the country and 
some 500 abroad, although we believe these figures 
were somewhat inflated. 

numerous Montoneros returned to Argentina in the 
months following the election in October 1983 of the 
new civilian government. If they expected any 
lenience from the authorities, however, it did not 
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materialize. Alfonsin, who personally abhors 
terrorism and needs to hold the left accountable for its 
crimes if he is to successfully prosecute the military 
for its excesses during the antiterrorist campaigns of 
the late 1970s, took a tough stance regarding the 
Montoneros. Two top Montonero leaders, Ricardo 
Obregon and Oscar Bidegain, were arrested soon after 
they returned to Buenos Aires in December 1983, and 
Firmenich has remained in custody since his · 
extradition from Brazil in October 1984. Moreover, 
public statements by government officials indicate 
that Alfonsin-despite cutbacks in military 
spending- intends to preserve the military's ability to 
monitor terrorist capabilities. -

Internal Divisions 
In our view, these arrests dealt a severe blow to the 
Montonero movement and have hindered its efforts at 
reorganization. With their most experienced leaders 
in prison or in hiding, the Montoneros' once-solid 
chain of command has broken down. 

two basic currents have emerged: a 
relatively majority faction loyal to 
Firmenich and a numbe~ of splinter groups more 
prone to violence.-

The Firmenicb faction has publicly abjured violence, 
asserting that the Montoneros will now concentrate on . 
electoral politics. Before his l\rrest, Ricardo Obregon 
announced the dissolution of the Montoneros as an 
armed force and their reconstitution as the Authentic 
Peronist Party. 
however, that an maep4ma:ent 
party, the Montoneros have attempted to infiltrate the 
regular Peronist movement's radical left wing, the 
Peronist Intransigence and Mobilization (IMP) 
faction: The IMP is headed by Peronist Senator 
Vicente Saadi, a well-known Montonero sympathizer 
whose newspaper, La Voz, ~ 
Montonero ransom money,__..__ 

-Beere+ 
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~e believe that the Montoneros' 
current goal is to gain full control of the IMP and use 
it to turn the entire Peronist movement toward the 
revolutionary left. The Montoneros are supplementing 
this strategy by infiltrating Peronist-controlled trade 
unions and rural cooperatives 

We believe that the Firmenich faction's rejection of 
violence is only a tactical maneuver and that it would 
return to armed struggle under more favorable 
circumstances. The Montoneros have pledged in the 
past to work for peaceful change, but they quickly 
reverted to shifted. 
Furthermore, 
members of the group are rearmin& and continuing to 
train in terrorist tactics and guerrilla warfare. Recent 
public statements by Roberto Perdia and Fernando 
Vaca- the top Montonero leaders not in prison-have 
hinted at a resumption of violence if Alfonsin 
continues to "persecute" the movement. -

The immediate danger, however, stems from those 
Montoneros who question the leadership's cautious 
stance. Although not divided among themselves about 
other issues, such a~ l~dcrship, they all doubt that 
the Montoneros can ever 

Reorganizad.on of tbe ERP 
Argentina's other si&nificant leftist terrorist if'OUP is 
the People's Revolutionary Army (ERP). ln contrast 
to the vague populism espoused by the Montoneros, 
the ERP's ideology is rooted in Trotskyite Marxism
Leninism and has drawn inspiration more from 
Castro and Mao than from Peron. Emerging 
concurrently with the Montoneros, the ERP was 
smaller and was concentrated in Argentina's interior 

SECRET 

provinces, where it conducted sporadic rural guerrilla 
warfare until the late 1970s. Like the Montoneros, the 

percent of its 
and close to 95 percent of its~ehouses, and 
vehicles during that period . ..._ 

Press reports indicate that remnants of the ERP
probably no more than 1 00 persons-returned to 
Argentina in the wake of the election of Alfonsin. As 
with the Montoneros, the group split into moderate 
and radical fa.ctions. Unlike the Montoneros, however, 
the ERP appears to be fairly well on~anized and 
cohesive, and it follow I I I . I t · I 

leaders inN 
exiled ERP leaders-

whom declined to 
return home because they believe that Alfonsin would 
---~ested just like the Montonero leaders. 

The ERP is reportedly seeking to expand its political 
base by infiltrating the small but influential fa r-left 
Intransigent Party (PI). The ERP has chosen the PI 

and, 
because 
Montonero penetration of the Peronists. The ERP bas 
also been active in a handful of leftist labor unions 
and some of Argentina's human rights organizations. 

• I I I t. I r: 

~e the judgment 
~hat the ERP's long-term 1s to return to 
armed struggle. ln the meantime, however, the 
&roup's more moderate sector has effectively reined in 
unruly elements who want to initiate violence 
immediately. Recently, for example, exiled leaders 
reportedly denied permission for an ERP cell to 
recover arms from a cache established in the late 
1 970s. While reassuring as to the movement's short
term intentions, this may indicate that the ERP 
retains at least a rudimentary capability to undertake 
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Enrique Gorriaran Merlo 

An Argentine of Basque origin, Enrique Gorriaran, 
about 42, is the ranking leader of the People's 
Revolutionary Army (ERP). One of the founders of 
the ERP in 1970, Gorriaran was arrested one year 
later and imprisoned in southern Argentina. In 1972 
he escaped to Cuba, but the following year he 
returned to Argentina to participate in the ERP's 
rural guerrtlla campaign. By the late 1970s 
Gorrtaran was the leader of the ERP's military wing, 
which attacked businessmen and labor leaders and 
assassinated police and military personnel. Following 
the 1976 military coup, he/led the country and 
resurfaced in where · 
the .)anajlnlJ 

Mario Edutlrdo Firmenich 
Mario Firmenfch, 36, is on trial in Buenos Aires for 
kidnaping and homicide. One of the founders of the 
Montoneros, Firmenich gained notoriety in the early 
I 970s for his involvement in two bold terrorist acts: 
the kidnap/murder of former Argentine President 
Pedro Aramburu and the kidnaping of two Argentine 
businessmen, which resulted in a record ransom af 
$60 million. After the 1976 military crackaown, he 
moved abroad and tried to mobilize support for the 
Montoneros in Latin America and Western r.uruv'"'· 

terrorism if it decides to abandon its ~ of 
relying solely on political infiltration.~ 

ERP-Montonero Contacts 
The ERP and the Montoneros have begun to set aside 
longstanding ideological disputes and work together. 
Representatives of the two groups held a meeting in 
Cordoba Province in April 1984, according to press 
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Foreign Support 
Although ERP-Montonero collaboration may ease 
logistical barriers-such as the lack of sufficient 
weapons and funds-to a resumption of terrorism, in 
our view, the radical left would still require 
considerable foreign support before it presented a 
serious threat to Argentine democracy. At present, 
prospects for such aid are dim: 

• The PLO, which previously trained and funded the 
Montoneros, refused appeals for renewed aid in 
mid-1 

• Mexican officials are terminating safehaven 
arrangements and government 
ullJvu ...... exiled Montoneros, 

• The ~u•uu'"" 
want to ingratiate themselves with Alfonsin and will 
therefore use their considerable influence over the 

fltO,I',\1t,rarrP terrorist acts.-
Cubans may be trying to 

restrain the ERP in similar fashion. 

• Remaining ERP and Montonero contacts with the 
Sandinistas and with various South .American 
terrorist &roups are not likely to compensate for the 
lack of substantial Cuban and East Bloc backing. -Outlook 

We believe that the ERP and the Montoneros will 
concentrate on political activity for at least the next 
few montlis. Both groups-recognize that, in the wake 
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of the terrorist bloodJettina and military repression of 
the 1970s, there is scant popular support in Argentina 
for political violence. And the Alfonsin aovernment's 
arrest and prosecution of Montonero leaders has sent 
a clear message to the left that a return to terrorism 
will bring swift retribution.-

The Montoneros will not, in our view, succeed in 
wresting control of the Peronist movement from the 
center-right. Senator Saadi and the IMP faction have 
recently suffered a series of setbacks and appear to be 
losina- status within the party. At best, the 
Montoneros can hope to retain a voice in the Peronist 
movement left via the IMP or, if the movement splits, 
dominate a small independent radical Peronist 
faction. The ERP has sli&htly better prospects for 
expanding its political influence through the 
Intransigent Party. The PI did well in recent student 
elections, and polls show that it could become a 
vehicle for the expression of leftist discontent with 
Alfonsin. The party lacks a national structure and 
following, however, and its radical ideology has 
historically prevented it from attracting more than 
5 to I 0 percent of the electorate. -

Although leaders of both the ERP and the 
Montoneros are likely to be preoccupied with political 
machinations over the comina months, the possibility 
of violence by dissident elements of either 
organization cannot be discounted. Such evidence is 
more likely in the case of the Montoneros, where 
discipline appears to be weaker. We believe that the 
Montoncros' radical fringe does have the capability to 
conduct k:idnapings and assassinations. Such actions 
could be triggered by further arrests of terrorist 
leaders, a harsh verdict in the trial of Firmenich, or 
provocation by riahtwing terrorists. But we also 
believe that, under present circumstances, such leftist 
violence can be contained by the security forces. -

8te:tl 

OEORET .. 

18 

SECRET 

Approved for Public Release 
8 December 2016



. ' r·· l L L l L L L l L l L I. ' l l L l L b L L l L l L L l l l l L L L L L l L L L L b t 

SEBRET 
NATIG·I·'-!AL SECURITY COUNCIL 

SECRETARIAT 
\ 

PAGE 111 OF ll2 DTG: 011328Z FEB 85 PSH: 041973 
EOB9811 AN002893 TOR: 03211337Z 

DISTRIBUTION: RAY-91 NORT-91 BURG·OI !..!ll:!U. CANII-lll 
/1195 AI 

1/HTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 
SIT: 
EOB: 

ROUT INE 
DE RUEAIIA ;1335 9321331 

85 

DEPT OF STATE 
DIA 
TREASURY DEPT 
DEPT OF CUIIIERCE 
USTR 
ZEN/FRB 
1/H IT£ HOUSE SITUATIOII ROOII 

USCIIICSO OHTS PANAHA 
USCINClANT IIORFOLK VA 

OIST: 1 FEB 85 
COUNTRY: ARGENTINA 

SUBJ: COMMENTS BY A SENIOR MIIIISTRY OF DEFENSE OFFI CIAL 
. 011 ARI1ED FORCES-RELATED TOPICS, ON ARGENTI NE -V. S. 

RELATIONS, ON THE AOHIIIISTRATION' S RELATIONS VITH 
THE LEFT AND VllH A HUIIAN RIGHTS GROUP, AND ON 
ECOIIOIIIC ISSUES 

CSN: EIAS72 

SUI111ARY: ARGENTINE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE JOSE HORACI 0 JAUNARENA 
SAID IN THE VEEK OF 6 JANUARY 1985 THAT HE AND MIN ISTER OF DE· 
FEIISE RAUL BORRAS VERE THIIIKING ABOUT CARRYING OUT A CAMPAIGN 
IIHICH IIOULD VIM FAVORABLE PUBL IC OPINION FOR CREATING COIIDI 
TIOIIS IIIllCH VOULO PERIIIT THE TRIAL AIID COIIVICTION OF SENIOR 
ARMED FORCES WfAAI Off iCERS AND OF SOH£ JUN IOR OFFICERS ON 
CHARGES OF HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES AND EXCESSES, CAlM THE CONCERNS 
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OF SOME ADitiN ISTRATIOH OfFICIAlS VHD ARE 1/0RRIEO THAT PROSECU
·TION OF fFAA OFFICERS COULD lEAO TO A COUP D'ETAT, AND, · UlTI
tiATEl Y, PERil IT THE ADitiNISTRAT l Oll TO \/IN APPROVAl OF A LA\/ 
OF NATIO~Al RECONCiliATIOII. JAUNARENA \lENT ON TO SAY THAT 
THE C IV ILl AN LEADERS OF THE ARGENTI HE GOVERNIIENT (GOAl DO NOT 
PLAN ANY ltORE CHANGES IN SENIOR ARIU:D FORCES ASSIGNIIENTS UNTIL 
KARCH, BUT 1/lll PROBABLY HAllE CHANGES IN THE CH IEFS OF TilE 
SERVICES' GENERAL STAFFS BY THE END OF 1985. HE ALSO TOUCHED 
BR IEFLY ON THE REORGANIZATIOII OF, AND THE BUDGETS OF, THE ARMED 
FORCES, SAY ING TH AT OIIL Y THE AIR fORCE 1/0UlD EXPAND UNDER THE 
REORGAN IZATION AND THAT THE BUDGETS VOULD llOT CHANGE OTR THREE 
YEARS. JAUHARENA WENT ON TO SAY THAT THERE IS A CR ISIS IN 

ARGENTINE-U. S. RELATIONS, AND THAT THE GOA 1/0UlO ACT TO IMPROVE 
CONFIDENCE BETIIEEN THE GOA AND THE U.S. AND VOULD HAVE TO I1AJIE 
CHANGES IN ITS POliCY TOIIARD NICARAGUA. HE INDI CATED THAT THE 
ADHINISTRATION IS HAVING PROBLEHS \liTH THE ARGENTINE LEFT AND 
VITH A HUttAN RIGHTS GROUP. FINAllY, HE OPINED THAT, EVEN THOUGH 
PRES IDENT RAUL ALFONSIN IS DEDICATED TO IIII'OSING All AUSTERITY 
PROGRAM ON ARGENT INA AND TO REVAHPIHG TME ARGENTI NE FIMANCIAL 
SECTOR, TH E GOA VOULD NOT BE ABlE TO KEEP All ITS COHHITIIENTS 
TO THE INTERNAT IONAL HONETARY FUND, 

TEXT: 1. JOST HORACIO ( IJAUNARENAI I, THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
ITHE SECOIID-RANKING OfFICIAll Ill THE ARGENTINE MINISTRY OF DE

FENSE IHODI, COHHUHED TO A COIITACT EARlY IN THE IIEEK OF 6 
JANUARY 198S THAT HE AND HilliSTER OF DEFEIISE RAU.l ((BORRASII 
WERE THINK lNG ABOUT STARTING VHAT HE CAllED A MAJOR PROPAGANDA, 
OR OPIIII OII·INFLUEHCING CAMPAIGN 1/HICH 1/0ULD HAVE THE PURPOSE 
OF MAK ING All ARGENTINES. AVARE Of, AS HE PHRASED IT, THEIR 
"SHARED RESPOMSIB ILITIES" FOR THE EXCESSES COMMITTED ·BY THE 
ARGENTINE ARIUD FORCES !fFAAI DURING THE COUNTERSUBVERSIVE CAH-

PA IGN Of THE 19711'S. JAUNARENA EXPLAINED THAT BORRAS HAD 

HOPE D THAT SUCH A CAtiPAIGN WOULD HAVE TVO POSITIVE EFFECTS. HE 
SAID, FIRST, THAT, VITH IIIIAT HE TERMED fAVORABLE PUBliC OPINION, 
THE AOMIIII STRATI ON COUlD MORE EAS ll Y TRY, AND SEEK CONY I CTIONS 
Of, SENIOR FFAA OFF ICEAS ACCUSED Of INVOL VEHENT Il l TH EXCESSES. 
HE ADDEO THAT A CliMATE OF FAVORABLE PUBLIC OPINION VOUlO ALSO 
PERit iT THE ADM INISTRATION TO SEEK TR IALS AND CONVICTIONS FOR 
SOI1E JUNIOR OfFICERS 1/HO COI1111 TTED PARTICULARlY GRAVE "UtiAN 
RIGHTS VIOlATIOilS DURING THE PRECEDING ARMED FORCES GOVERNIIENTS. 
JAUNAREHA \lENT ON TO SAY THAT, SECONDLY, THE CAMPAIGN OF WHICH 
HE SPOKE SHOULD HELP VITH CALMING 1/HAT HE CALLED THE FEAR Of 
A IIUHBER OF GOVERNMENT OFF ICIALS 11110 BELIEVE THAT ADM IN ISTRA· 
T I ON EFFOR TS, OR THE EFFORTS OF OTHERS, TO . TRY ARII£0 FORCES 
OFF ICERS fOR EXCESSES IIOULD PROVOKE A COUP D'ETAT. F INAL LY, HE 
ASSERTED THAT, IF THE CAHPAIGII WORKS AS HE EXPECTS, HE FORSEES 
THE COMPLETION Of JHE TRIALS OF HAA OffiCERS CHARGED VITH EXCESS 
BY THE END OF 198S AND THAT, AFTER THESE TRIALS, THE AOMINISTRA-

I 

2. TURN ING TO INSTITUTIONAL ARMED FORCES MATTERS, JAUNARENA 
SA ID THAT THE ADII IN ISTRATION HAS NO PLANS TO REMOVE ANY OF THE 
SERV ICE CHIEFS Of THE GEIIERAL STAFF OR TO HAKE ADDIT IONAL CHACGES 
IN THE JOINT GENERAl STAFF I£11Cl Of THE FFAA IN THE 111HEOIATE 

·FUTURE. HE ADDEO, THOUGH, THAT BORRAS AllO PRES IDE liT RAUl 
. ((ALFONSINll HAY MAKE SOliE SENIOR OFFICER CHANGES IN MARCH, BUT 

HE DID NOT EXPLAIN THIS REMARK. HE NOTED, TOO, THAT BORRAS AND 
THE PRESI OEMT VOULD PROBABl Y REPLACE Tl/0 OF, OR All, THE SERVICE 

-------·---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
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CH IEFS Of GEIEUL STAFF BY THE END OF 1985. · 

3. JAUNARENA CLAIIIED THAT THE ADM INISTRATION 1/0UlD HAVE 
ITS PLAN FOR THE REORGAN 12All ON Of THE ARIIED FORCES fIll AllY 
READY 6Y JUNE 1985 AIID I/OULO THEN lt!I'LEMENT IT I MHEOIATELY. 
HE FORECAST THAT, Of THE THREE SERV ICES, THE ARGENT IN£ AIR 
FORCE (f AAl I/OULD LEAST OPPOSE THE REORGAN llAT I ON OF THE FFAA. 
HE POINTED OUT TKAT ONLY LKE AIR FORCE 1101110 EXPAND UNDER THE 
REORGANIZATION, A~D \IOUlD DO SO AT TilE EXPENSE OF THE ARMY 
AND NAVY. JAUNARENA ADDEO THAT THE REORGANIZATION PLAN 1/DUL D 
FAVOR THE DEVELOPME NT OF AIRMOBILE AND RAPID INTERVENTION 

FORCES. HE ALSO SAI D THAT THE RECONS TRUCT ION OF THE FFAA \IOULD 
NOT BE COIIPLETED UNTIL U87 OR U88 BECAUSE OF BUDGET RESTRIC-
TIOIIS: HE SAID THE ADHIN IS TRATION DOES NOT I 

4. SIIITCHING TO INTERNATIONAL RELAT I OilS, JAUNARENA CDII/1ENTED 
THAT, IN REGARD TO ARGENTINE -UNITED STATES RELATIONS, THEa£ 
COIITINII£S TO EXIST \/HAT H£ CALLED "AH OLD CRI SIS OF CONFIDENCE" 
BET\IEEN TME ARGENTIIIE IGOAI AIID U.S. IUSGI GOVERNMENTS. IE 

.CLAII1£D TRAT TIIS CRISIS w•s THEN, IN HIS \lORDS, " VERY ACUTE" 
AND THAT THE GOA HAD OONE LITTLE TO REDUCE TEllS I ON BETIIEEH THE 
U.S. AND ARGEiniNA. JAUNAREIIA DID NOT DEF INE THE CRISIS OF IIIIlCH 
IE SPOI(E, BUT U 1/EHT ON TO SAY THAT, DUR ING 1915, TKE GOA SHOULD, 
AND 1/0UI.D, ACT TO EXTABLISH A SOLID SOliD OF CONFIDE NCE \liTH THE 

BT 
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USG. ON SAY THAT, BECAUSE OF RECENT SIGIIS THAT ARMS 
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TALKS BET\IEEH OHE U.S. AND THE SOVIET UNION 1/0ULD BEGIN, THE U.S. 
\IOUlD PROBABLY HAVE, AS HE SAID IT, A FREER HAND IN DEAliNG 
1/ITH NICARAGUA. ONCE AGAIN, JAUIIARENA DID IIOT EXPLAIN HIS 
REHARK, AND HE ADDED Olll Y THAT, BECAUSE OF TH I S POSSIBlY 
FREER U.S. HAND, THE GOA 1/0UlD · HAVE TO HAKE \/HAT HE TERKED 
CERTAIN "PRO-U.s. CORRECTIONS" TO ITS POLICY TOWARD THE 
Ill CARAGUAN GOVERNIIEHT. 

5. JAUNARENA NEXT COII11ENTEO ON THE RELATIONS OF THE A!.FONSIN 
ADHIMISTRATION \liTH THE ARGENTINE LEFT. HE NOTED FIRST THAT, 
BECAUSE Of lEFTIST PRESSURE ON THE ADKINISTRATION, IT HAD MOE 
SOliE COHq~siOUS TO THE lEFT, AND HE INDICATED THAT THESE 
CONCESSIOIIS INCLUDED ALLOWING A GROUP Of YOUNG ARGENTINES TO 
GO TO NICARAGUA AS "EMBERS Of A 'COFFEE BR I GADE." HE DID NOT 
PROVI DE ANY l llfORKATION OF THE lEFTIST PRESSURES HE AllEGED, 
AIID HE DID tiOT Dl SCUSS FURTHER THE GOA'S COIICESS IONS. JAUHA-

RENA NEXT SAID THAT THE ADI11NI STRATIOII'S RELATIONS \liTH THE 
"HOTHERS OF THE PLAZA DE MAYO' HU11AN RIGHTS CROUP ARE BAD 
AND ARE GETTING 1/0RSE, AND HE ADDED THAT HE EXPECTS TO SEE AN 
OPEN BR EAK BETIIEEN THE ,ADI11HISTRATION AND THE GROUP; BUT, 
AGAIN, HE DID NOT EXPAND ON HIS RE"ARKS. 

Photocopy Reagan library 

5. Ill REGARD TO ECOIIOII I C HATTERS, JAUilARERA SAID HE DOES 
tiOT BEliEVE THAT THE GOA IIOUlD BE ABLE TO LIVE UP TO All POR
TIOIIS OF ITS AGREE"EIIT \l iTH THE INTERNATIONAl HOIIETARY FUND 
UtiFl. HE DID IIOT PROVIDE THE BASIS OF THIS BELIEF, BUT HE 

1/ENT ON TO SAY THAT PRESIDENT AlFONSIN IS DEDUCATED, HOI/EVER, 
TO IHPOSIIIG A STRICT AUSTERITY PROGR"" ON ARGENTINA AIID TORE-
VAHPING THE ARGENTINE FIIIANCIAL SECTOR. HE ADDED, THAT IN 
REGARD TO 11EET IIIC THESE T\10 COIII11TI1EIUS OF THE PRESIDENT, THERE 
1/0ULD BE NO DECEIT, NO WAVERING, AND BACKING DOI/ll. 
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IIIIlCH RESUlTED IN lKE RETIREIIENTS OF T\10 MEY ARHED 
FORCES OHICERS AND IN SUBSEQUENT CHANGES IN SENIOR 
ARMY ASS IGNtlENTS 

B. THE DECISION Of THE SUPREtlE COUNCIL Of THE ARMED FORCES 
I! HE SEll I 08 COURT MRT I All TO R£lEASE A "AVY LIEUTENAIIT CHARGED 

1/ITK CRIMES DURIIIG THE COUIITERSUBVERSIYE CAMPAIGN OF THE 1979'S. 

C. PRESSURE Oil BORRAS FROM LEfT ISTS IN THE GOVERNING RAD ICAL 
CIVIC UN IOII lUCRI IIllO VIE II HIS MEETING II ITH THE ARMY GENERALS AND 
COLOIIElS AIIO THE RElEASE Of THE NAVY OFFICER AS AM IUDICATION O.F 
IIEAKIIESS 011 THE PART OF BORRAS Ill DEALING \liTH THE ARM!D FORCES 
AIID IIllO PUT PRESSURE ON HI" TO DO SOMETHING 10 SHOll HIS lEAOERSHil' 
Of THE FF AA. 

D. THE DESIRE on THE PART OF PRESIDENT RAUl ( IAI.FOUSINII TO 
Dfi10HSTRATE TO CIVIliANS BEFORE HE VISI TS THE UNITED STATES THAT 
HE IS IN CDHTRot OF THE FFAA. 

E. Ill HELl NGS 8£TIIEEN THE ARMY AND TIE MIll STRY OF DEFENSE 
"C/1001 OYER THE REORGANIZAT ION AHD RESTRUCTUR lNG Of THE ARI1Y. TNE 
SEN IOR 8ATTALIOU OfFICER SAID THE ARMY BELIEVES THAT ANY IIOYE TO 
REORGANIZE AIIO RESTRUCTURE THE SERVICE IIOUlD DRA\1 DOWN TOO HUCK 

ON THE SERVICE'S AlREADY liMITED BUDGET. 

PhotOCOOV ~e~~fiAfU>f.i~tJ!AGE Of THE H fEBRUARY HEEliNG Of DEFENSE 
MlllrSTER R'A\11 (lBORRASfl \liTH THE ARMY'S GENERAl OfFICERS AND 
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SUBJ: EVENTS LEADING TO TH E RETIREIIENTS OF T\10 SENIOR 
ARIIEO FORCES OffICERS 

1. MEETING BET\IEEN THE MINISTER Of DEFENSE AHD 
SEN I OR ARHY OFFICERS 

2. REFUSAL OF THE FORMER CH IEF Of THE J.OIHT GENERAL 
STAFF IEHCI TO SUPPORT THE IIIHISTER Of DEFENSE 
IN A CONFRONTATIOII \liTH THE SUPREHE COUNCIL 

3. REFUSAL OF THE FORMER CH Iff Of THE ARIIY GEHERAL 
STAFF TO BECOME CHIEF OF THE EIIC 

001: 2S FEBRUARY AIID EARLY N.I.RCH 1985 

TEXT: I. T\10 SPECIFIC EVENTS PRODUCED THE SITUATION IIHICH LED 
TO THE 4 MARCH 1985 RESIGIIATIOUS OF ARHY LIEUTE NANT GENERAL !LTG) 
JUL I 0 ALFREDO (!FERNANDEZ) I TORRES, THEN SERVING AS CHIEF OF THE 
JOINT GEIIERAL STAFF !fHCI OF THE ARGENT INE ARMED FORCES IFFAAI, 
AND OF HAJOR GENERAL (IIGI RICARDO GUSTAVO ((fiANTAt), ASSIGIIED AT 
THE TillE AS CHIEF Of THE ARMY GENERAL STAFF IEMG[) . THE 2~ 
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FEBRUARY MEETING BETIIEEN MINISTER or DEHPSE R•UL ~ ~-1R~IIS : ~NO 

Thl ARnY' S GENERAL OH'ICERS ANO ITS COL OHHS SE l C I EO f':" ~1!0-

IIOTION CONSTITUTES ONE or THESE EVENTS. Ill THE 11£ETIN4, 'HE lRHY 
OFFICERS HAD£ WOliN TO BORRAS THEil COIICERN ~NO RESE~VATI'lNS 
~BOUT THE ARIIY' S 6JDGET, ABOUT THE REORGAlll ZATI 011 or THEIr HRV ICE, 
AkO ABOUT JUDICIAl ACTIONS INVOLVIIIG ARIIED FORCES PERSONNEL AC 
CUSED OF EXCESSES DURING THE COUIITERIIISURGENCY CAIII'AIGN OF THE 
1979's. 

1. THE SECOND EVEMT BEGAN \liTH THE DECISIOII or THE SUPREIIE 
COUNCIL or THE ARMED FORCES -- THE SENIOR COURT MARTIAL -- TO 

RELEASE AN ARGENTINE NAVY ll EUTENANT ACCUSED Of CONti ITT I NG CR I liES 

DURING THE COUNTERINSURGENCY CAMPAIGN. THE PROBLUI CREATED BY 
THIS DECISION \IORSEHEO \IHEH FERNANDEZ TORRES, SAY ING THAT THE 
SUPREME COUNCI L liAS NOT UNDER HI S C01111AHO, REFUSED BORRAS' RE
QUEST TO IIITERVENE \liTH THE COUNCIL AND HAVE IT REVERSE ITS 
DECISION. 

.J. IN THE \lAKE OF THESE IMCIOEMTS, BORRAS liET \liTH PRESIDENT 
RAUL (!AlFONS I Nll, WHO DECIDED TO REIIOVE FERIIANOEZ TORRES AND TO 
REPLACE Hill IIITH PIANTA. IIHILE MEETI NG \liTH THE ARliY 'S OTHER 
GENERALS, HOWEVER, AND HEAR lNG THEn IIAI<E CLEAR THEIR fEE.LING THAT 
IT \IOULO BE UNACCEPTABLE FOR NIH TO ACCEDE TO THE GOVERNMENT'S 
DEC ISIO!j TO REASSIGN Kill AS CHIEF OF THE EMC, PIAnTA TOLD THE 
GENERALS THAT HE AGREED \liTH THEI R POSIT ION; HE THEN ADVISED 
BORRAS THAT HE IIOULO NOT ACCEPT THE ME\1 ASSIGNIIENT • PlANT A'S DE
CIS ION LEO THE GOVERNHENT TO REACH 001111 IHTO THE .I.RHY'S GENERAL 
OFF ICER CORPS AND CHOOSE BR IGADIER GENERAl HECTOR l UIS !IRIOSIJ 
ERENU, AT THE TillE THE C0111\ANOER Of Ill CORPS, AS THE CHIEF Of 
THE SERVICE'S GENERAl STAFF. Ill TH TH IS NOVE, TRE GOVERHI1ENT GAVE 

THE SENIOR .I.RHY POSITION TO THE GEIERAL'HOST CLOSELY IDENTI FIED 
\liTH THE GOVERNING RADICAL CIVIC UKION lUCRI AND HAD THE OPPOR
TUNITY TO REMOVE FROH ACTIVE DUTY AR11Y GENERAL OffICERS IIHO HAD 
PREV IOUSLY SPOKEN OUT AGAINST THE GOVERNliENT . 
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Bureau of Intelligence and Research 

Current Analysis Series 

12 March 1985 

South American Highlights 

ARGENTINA: ANOTHER SHAKE-UP OF SENIOR MILITARY COMMANDERS 

On 4 March, Lt. General Julio Fernandez Torres, head of the 
Arge~tine Armed Forces Joint Staff, retired for . reasons which 
are not entirely clear. President Alfonsin asked Army 
Chief-of-Staff Pianta to replace Fernandez Torres, but Pianta 
refused, choosing retirement. Alfonsin appointed Air Force 
General Teodoro Waldner as new Joillt .Chief, despite .advice from 
Defense Min~ster Borras that the army--the most powerful 
service and alTeady hostile tci the joint staff--would not 
accept subordination to an air force of~icer. This may be a 
tacit admission that the joint staf~ idea is . going nowhere. 
Alfonsin appointed Brigadier General Hector Luis Rios Erenu, 
Commander of III Corps in Cordoba, as new Army COS. This 
forced the retirement of six officers senior to Rios Erenu • 

. :·•:- . 

Wheth~r or not Alfonsin planned it this way--and many 
officers are convinced he did--he has in less than 18 months 
retired all but two A~my generals w~o were promoted before be 
took office. Many ob·servers will see this as too convenient to 
have bee~ a coinr.idence. Some also note that this second 
housecieaning in ;~_.he., a .l"l11Y in less than a year will also inhibit 
the rise of cohel~!i'¥:.c,,~'pposition or a service s~rongman. 

Fernan~ ~ ~ Torre's retirement may have resulted from~ 

-his unhappiness at the ineffectiveness ~~ his 
position--the c ervices continue to v iew themselves as city 
states rather than participants in a join~ staff operation; 

-his inability to forestall la~ge cuts in the military 
bud$et; 

-military unhappiness over government human rights policy 
and handli~s of the infamous Astiz case. 

DECL: OADR 
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General Pianta's refusal to accept t~e p~st was reportedly 
the result of pressure from a troup of general officers who 
told him that they would ' resign en masse and precipitate a 
crisis if he ace epte·d. ·Their reasons can only be surmised at 
this stage, but probably center around u~happiness ~ith 
Pianta's previ~us performance, opposition to the entire joint 
staff concept, and a desire to show discontent with government 
policies. Rios Erenu reportedly refused to join this group • . 

A large question mark hangs over Rios Erenu. Press reports 
characterize him as pragmat 
resp•cted in the military. 
Erenu is close to Defense 
a~d i~ trusted by government officials. He was, after all, 
promoted to general by the Alfonsin government. Reports last 
year, however, linked him to rightist terrorist groups in the 
military! After rightists exploded several bombs in Cordoba, 

. he reportedly ~ent an intermediary to Borras to cut a deal that 
tied cessation of terrorist actiop..s · to a halt in·human rights 
prosecutions. He intervened to remove an accused officer from 
the j~~isdiction ~f a civilian court. III Corps wa 
a hotbed of rightwing discontent ~nd activity. The 
study on terrorism in Argentina repeats the assertion 
Erenu has links to the extremists. 

The evidence is not conclusive. It -is difficult to imagine 
that Alfonsin 7ould not know of such activities, and equally 
difficult to bel·ieve that he would elevate Rios Erenu if the 
reports : we~e true. If Alfonsin's intent is to prevent the 
emergence Q · ~f·l·i· t·ary strong man and the new Army COS ~. R . 
closely asg - tremists, the move might have 
backfired. 
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SU8J: CHRONOLOGICAL REVIEW OF EVEHTS LEADING UP TO CHAIIGES 
IN SENIOR ARGEIITIIIE ARHEO FORCES .ASSIGIUIEiHS IN ·THE 
FIRST PART OF MARCH 1985 

DOl: MARCH 1985 

SUMMARY: fIElD GRADE OFFICERS IN THE ARGENT IHE ARMY AHO 
OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO TME JO INT GENERAl 

STAff lfHCI OF THE ARGEUTIHE ARMED FORCES fFFAAI BEllEY£ THAT THE 
PROBLEtiS B£TI/£EN THE ADMINISTRATION OF PRESIDENT RAUl ALFONSIN 
AIIO THE FFAA -- PROBlEMS llltiCH CAME TO A HEAD 1/ITH THE CHANGES 

Ill A NUMBER OF SENIOR OFFICER ASSIGNMEIITS IN THE fiRST PART or 
HARCH 1915 -- BEGAN EARlY IN THE AOMIIIISTRATION'S TERM IIttEII, THE 
ARMY AND EMC OFF.ICERS HOLD, CIVILIAN OFFICIALS DECIDED - · AS 
PART Of All EFFOR T TO EXERT CONTROL OVER THE FFAA -- TO BACK THE 
ARGENTIHE AIR FORCE (FAA) OVER THE OTHER T\10 SERV ICES. THE LATEST 
TURN OF EVENTS BE GAll Ill TH A 2~ fEBRUARY MEET lUG BETIIEEU THE 
HIHISTER OF DEFENSE AIIO THE ARHY'S SEiliOR OFfiCERS. SEV£RAL 
EVEtiTS ON I MARCH CONTRIBUTED TO THE EVOLVIIIG SITUATIOII . SEVERAl 

PhOtO~PV~ga~ff'ljf9p~fVACE ON 4 MARCH REFlECTED, AND HAD A 

TEXT: I. ARGEIIT t liE ARHY F I ELO GRADE OFF ICERS AND OFFICERS 
ASSIGNED TO THE JOINT GENERAl STAFF !EHCl Of THE ARGENT INE 
ARriED ' fORCES (FFAAI BE LI EVE THAT TH£ PROBlEHS BETIIEEN THE AD-
II IN !STRATI ON or PRES I DEWT RAUL ((ALFONS I Nl I AND THE ARMED 
FORCES -- ESPECIALLY THE ARIIY ·- 1/HICH CAllE TO A HEAD IIITH TIE 
REASS IGNHENTS AND RETIREIIENTS OF A NUIIBER OF FFAA OFFICERS IN 
THE fiRST PART Of MARCH 1985 BEGAN EARLY Ill THE ADIIINISTRATION'S 
TERII \/HEN, THESE OFF ICERS HOLD, CIVILIAN GOVERIItiEMT OFF ICI ALS 
DECIDED TO BACK THE ARGENTINE AIR FORCE (J'AAI AGAINST THE OTHER 

Tl/0 SERV ICES AS PART Of THEIR APPROACH FOR EXERTING CIV IL IAN COH-
TROL OVER THE FFAA. THE SE OFFICERS SAY THAT TWE CIV IL IAN OF-
FICIAlS ESTABLISHED A ClOSE RELATIONSHIP VITI FAA BRIGADIER 

2. AFTER II IN I STER OF DEFENSE RAUL I (BORRASII RETURNED TO • 
IIORK FOLLOIIING CONVALESCENCE, HE BEGAN IN HID-FEBRUARY 1985 
HIS IIANEUVERS, AS ESPECIALLY ARIIY FI£LO GRADE OFFICERS CAll HIS 
NEXT /lOVES. HE MET \liTH THE ARIIY' S GENERAL OfFICERS AND ITS 
COLONELS SElECTED fOR PROJ10T ION ON 2S FEBIUARY IN llltAT ARMY OF-
FICERS CLAIIII/AS A ROUTINE HEEliNG 1/ITHOUT PROBtEtiS. ALTHOUGH 
NO CONTROVERSIAL TOPICS AROSE OUR I NG TH IS 11EETING, LEADERS OF 
THE GOVERNING RADICAL CIVIC UNION liCRl AID THE NEI/SI'AI'ERS SAID 
--FALSELY, ARHY OFFICERS ASSERT-- THAT, IN TIE HEEliNG, THE 
ARIIY EXPRESSED DISATISFACTIOII OVER A NUHBER Of ISSUES AND EVENTS. 

3. ON 1 11ARCH, BORRAS CALLED TOGETHER THEN .ARtiY L IEUTEIIAHT 

GENERAl JULIO ALFREDO IIFERNAilDEZII TORRES, AT THE TIME SERVING 
AS CHIEF OF THE EIIC, AND THE THEN CHIEFS OF THE, GENERAL STAFFS 
OF THE THREE SERVICES TO DISCUSS THE DECISION BY THE SUPREME 
COUNCIL OF THE ARMED fORCES -- THE SENIOR COURT HARTIAL -- TO 
FREE AN ARGENT IIIE NAVY fAR AI ll EUTENANT ACCUSED Of CR I liES DUR I HG 
THE COUNTER INSURGENCY CAMPAIGN OF TRE 1970'S. BORRAS EXPRESSED 
HIS ANGER 1/ITH THE DECISION AUD SAID THAT THE CASE OF THE ARA 
Off ICfR liAS, AS HE PHRASED IT, A GOVERNMENT PROBUM AND NOT AN 
FFAA PROBLEII. IN TH IS HEEli NG, FERIIAIIDEZ TORRES HADE THE POINT . 
THAT THE SUPREME COUNCil IS A 111NISTRY Of DE fENSE 111001 

4. NEXT OH I HARCH, BORRAS HET VI TH HE119ERS OF THE SUPREME 
COUilCil AIIO AIIGRILY DEMAIIOEO AM EXI'lAIIATIOH Of THE DEC IS ION TO 

RELEASE THE lfAVY Off iCER. Ill REPlY, RETIRED MAJOR GENERAl 

HORACIO AIIIBAL I (RIVERA)I SPOKE FOR THE COUNCIL AND TOLD HIH 
THAT HE liAS ASK lNG THAT COUNC ll MEIIBERS ACT AS POll TIC IANS 
llltllE HEY ARE ACTUALLY OLD ME N \litO ARE ACTING AS PROFESSIONAL 
ARMED OFFICERS; RIVERA ADDED THAT IHE COUNCIL 11UST 1\AKE LEGAL 
DEC IS lOllS, HOT POLITICAl ONES. BORRAS EHDED THIS MEETHIG IN 
ANGER. 

S. STill Oil 1 MARCH, BORRAS HET 1/ITH ALFONStti. AFTER,THAT, 
HE ME T Ill TH FERIIAIIOEZ TORRES AND, Ill THE IIAIIE OF THE PRES I DENT, 
OFFERED Hll1 THE I'OSITIOII Of MILITARY ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDEHT, 
AN OFFER \/HICK THE OHICER TURNED 001111. FERIIAUOEZ TORRES SAID 
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THAT THE ESTABLISH~ENT OF A MILITARY ADVISOR POSITION liOtJuwDLW..-- ------
LEAD TO GOOD AOI!IIIISTRUI OU-AR~D FORCES .COOPERAT I Of:l AND HE AOOED 
THAT, IF AlfONS IN 1/ANTED HIS RESIGNATIOII, HE IIOULO OFFER IT AND 
LEAV£ QUIETLY. BORRAS ASIIEO FERNANDEZ TORRES TO RECONSIDER TIE 
OffER OF THE ADVISORY POSITION AND TO INFORI1 HIM OF THE fiHAL 
DECISION ON THE NEXT DAY; AT 8188 HOURS ON 2 11ARCH, FERNANDEZ 
BT 
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RAO COIU AIID HE STILL REFUSED THE OFFER. <FIELD COIU1£NT: IN 
OFFERING THE ADVISORY POSIT IDH TO FERNANDEZ TORRES, PRESIDENT 
ALFONSIH AND BORRAS IIERE RELIEVING RIH -- AND, IN EFFECT, FIRING 
NIH." FERNANDEZ TORRES IIOULD HAVE BEEN SPL IT AllAY rROH THE FfAA 
AHD IIOULO HAVE BE COnE ANOTHER or THE PRES I OEHT' S J1AHY ADVISORS, 
THE RANIS or IIHOI1 HAVE BEEN SI/OLLEif BY r IRED OR OTHE R\11 SE FORtiER 
GOV£Rili1£11T OFFICIALS.) 

6. SEVERAL IIORE EVENTS REHECTIIIG, AIID BEAR IIIG OH, ADI11 NIS· 
TRAT ION-ARI1ED FORCES R£LATI OilS ,TOOK PLACE ON 4 HARtH. THE 
rOLL0\111/G ARE THE tiOST ltiPORTANT Or THOSE EVENTS: 

,. .. 111.G111111~~1111;jji.1IIPRHIIIG, FER"ANDEZ TORRES SPOKE TO REPORTERS. 
--NEIISPAPER REPORTIIIG COVERE D ACCURATEL V THESE 

REIIARKS AS \IEll AS OEVELOPIIEIITS IIIVOLVIIIG ADHINIS TRATI OIHF AA 
TOP ICS OVER THE VEEKEHO OF 2- 3 t1ARCH. I 

B. Al l THE ARIIY GENERAlS IIET TO DISC USS TH E AOI11111STRATION 'S 
INTEIITIOII OF REASSIGNIIIG PIAIITA FROtl CHIEF Of THE EtiGE TO CH IEF OF 
THE EIIC ANO OF REASSIGiilNG RIOS ERENU FROI1 COtlt1AHDER Of Ill CORPS 

TO CHIEf or THE EHGE . THE OTHER GENERAlS ADV ISE D PIANTA HOT TO 
ACCEPT THE J OIIIT GENERAL STAFF POS ITION BE CAUSE, BY DOING TO, HE 

\IOULO IIIOICATE THE COHPliAIICE OF THE ARIIY Ill TH \/HAT THE GENERAlS 
ClAI IIED liAS A PLAN OF THE RAD ICAL CIVIC UNIOH TO HUHiliAT£ FE RMAN · 
DEZ TORRES AND THE ARHY' S SElf! OR OfFICERS. 

C. PIAIHA SPOKE 1/ITH BORRAS AND REJECTED THE OFFER Of THE 
ASSIGIII1EIIT OF CH IEF OF THE JOitll GENERAL STAfF. 

Photocopy Reagan Library 

D. Al l ARIIY GENERALS \/HOSE DATE OF RANK FEl l BETWEEN PIANTA 
AIID R lOS ERENU RESIGNED. 

£. ON THE ORDER or BORRAS THAT THE AIR FORCE AND THE NAVY 
HUST RETIRE PART OF THEIR SENIOR OffiCER CORPS, IIALDIIER RETIRED 
Tl/0 OFFICERS HOLDING THE EQU IVAlENT RANK Or BRIGAD IER GENERAl, AHD 
VICE ADIII R.Al RAIION ANTOHIO (IAROSAII, CHI EF OF _THE NAVY GENERAL 
STAFF, RETIRED FOUR FL AG OFFICERS. 

7. AS OF THE LATTER PART OF THE fiRST II£EK Of HARCH, BORRAS 

DID NOT SEEH TO \/ANT 1/ALDNER TO BECOtiE CH IEF or THE JOINT GENERAL 
ST~F. HE RECOGNIZED THAT MOVING VAL DNER TO TH IS POSITION 1/0ULD 
LEAD TO CRESPO'S BECOitiNG THE CHIEF OF THE AIR FORCE GENERAL 
STIIH. HE ACKNO\IlEOGED THAT, ALTHOUGH CRESPO IS, IN HIS OPINION, 
FRIENDLY TOIIARD THE UCR AND HAD BEEN HELPFUL TO THE HI N I STRV or 
DEFE NSE, THE AIR FORCE OFFICER IS YIE\1£0 AS A BIT UNSTABL E AND THE 
AOtiiNISTRATION DID NOT IIANT 10 GIVE TO Hilt THE POWER THAT IIOULO 
COHE IIITH ASS IGNHENT AS CHIEF OF HIS SERV ICE'S GENERAL STAFF. 
BORRAS OPINED THAT CRESPO liAS IIORE USEFUL AS DEPUTY CH IEF OF THE 
AI R FORCE GENERAL STAFF. 
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ClAIIIS THAT T\10 RET IRED ARMY GENERAL OFFICERS HAVE A 
PLAN TO BRING PRESSURE ON AND ULTIMATELY TO REMOVE 
THE GOVERNMEN T OF PRESIDENT RAUL ALFONSIN 

IIARCK 1985 

ONAL FRONT HAS T\10 GOALS: THE FIRST AND IIORE I MMEDI ATE Of 
I CH, HE EXPLAINED, CONSISTS IN BRINGING PRESSURE ON THE 

ADIIINISTRATION TO END ITS EFFORTS TO PROSECUTE ARMED FORCES IFFAM 
PERSONNEl FOR AllEGED I llEGAl ACTIVITIES DURING THE COUNTERSUBVERSIVE 

CAIIPAI GN. CAMPS POINTED OUT THAT THE SECOND AND l ONGER TERM GOAL 

LIST£0 THE POINTS BELOI/ 
AS ACTION "AGREEHENTS" INCLUDED IN THE ELEVEII POIIITS OF 11EHENDEZ' 
AND HIS PlAil: 

A. UNDERTAKING A JOINT EFFORT TO RAISE MONEY. 

B. SETTING UP A PARALLEL, BUT CLANDESTINE, JOINT GEIIERAL 

C • . UNIFYING AHD COORDINATING 
OF ACTIVE DUTY PERSOIINEL, 1/HO REI1AIIf LOYAL 
1/HI CH 1/0ULD BEGIN CONDUCTING OPERATIONS DES I GNED TO BRING PRESSURE 

ON THE AlfOIIS I H GOVERNHENT. THESE OPERAT I OMS 
1/0ULD INCLUDE THE BOMBING or SELECTED TARGETS. HE IIENTIONED 
SPEC i fiCAllY HUMAII RIGHTS GROUPS AS ANOIIG THE SELE CTED TARGEfS, 
AND HE SAID OTHERS \IOULO INClUDE "ANTI -Hili TARY" TARGETS. 
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D. LAUNCH ING COOIIDINAUD PROPAGANDA AND PSYCHOl OGI CAl 
ACTIONS AGAINST THE GOYERNHENT. 

E. COORDIIIAT IH& TH E COllECTION OF IHFORIIATI ON 011 THE 
ALFONSIN ADHIIII STRAT ION . 

f. A6REEING ON A COI1tiOH STRATEGY FOR THE NEAR TERti. 

IS INVOLVED llllK / 
NTED OUT THAT lYE 

E AlFONS II 

~US AIIEAS OF ARGENri NE SOCIETY. 
- HE IS Ill CONSTANT CONTACT llllH CERTAIN ARGENT INE POLITI CAl 
lEADERS, 1111011 THE RETUED GENERAL DID IIOT MAllE; Ill TH LEADERS 
OF INTEIIIATIOHAl RIGHTIST GROUPS; \liTH UNION LEADERS; WITH A 
POLITICAl GROUPING HEADED BY HERHIN IO. III Cl ESIAS)) AND JORGE 
I !ARGENTOI I ; \liTH ACTIVE , DUTY AND RETIRED ARHED FORCES AND 

BT 
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.. A. IN ITIATING A COORDINATED POLITICAl CAIIPAIGN AGAINST 
MARX"ISII Iii ARGENTINA. 

B. USING "SPEC IAL OPERAT IONS ACTION GROUPS," AS THE OFFICER 
CALLED THEil, TO PROVOKE OR ENGINEER INCIDENTS DESIGNED TO 

TO DEIIONSTRATE ITS II£AKNESS. 
OFFICER'S DESCRIPTION 

OF THE HAKE·UP Of THE "SPECIAL ACTION GROUPS, • THEY SEEH IDENTICAl 
WITH THE ACTION GROUPS 11f:NTIONED IN PARAGRAPH 2C, ABOVE . ) 

C. UNDERTAK ING A COORDINATED EFFORT TO GAIN THE SUPPORT 

OF THE IIAJORITY OF THE IIAJOR FFAA COHIIANDERS OR, IF THIS EFFORT 
FAILS, USING THE SPECIAl OPERATIONS ACTION GROUPS TO COMPROH ISE 
THE COIIHANOERS IN SUCH A 
WITH NO CHOICE OTHER THAN 

D. IIAKING A COORD INATED EFFORT TO ENLIST THE SUPPORT OF A 
NUMBER OF UNION AND POLI TICAL LEADERS, AGAIN, If THIS EFFORT 
SHOULD FAll, ~ULD TURN TO UE SPECIAL OPERATIOIIS 

ACTION GROUPS FOR THE SAllE PURPOSE AS DESCRIBED ABOVE. 

E. TRYING TO OEIIONSTRATE TO VARIOUS SECTORS OF ARGENT INE 
SOCIETY, TO THE AOIIIN ISTRATION, AND TO JUNIOR ARIIED FORCES 
OFFI CERS IN COHIIANO POS ITIONS THAT THE FFAA ARE UNIFIED. 

F. SETTI NG UP A PARALLEL, BUT CLANDESTINE, JOINT STAFF 
ORGANIZATION IIIIlCH IIOULD HAVE TH E RESPONSIBILITY FOR COORDINATED 
'· 1: r I I I' I t, , STRATEGY. -

G. SETTING UP A PHYSICAL SECURITY SYST£H TO PROTECT THE 
LEADERS Of THE NATIONAL FRONT. 

H. COORDINATING THE ESTABLISHIIENT OF CONTACTS 1/ITH 

alliiiHiiTEiiiRiiiNAiiTIIONAL ORGAIIIZATIOHS THAT COULD ASSIST THE FRONT. -
• THE FIRST T\10 PRIOR ITIES IN REGARD TO THIS POINT INVOLVE 

THE SEEKING Of CONTACTS IN THE UNITED STAlES AND IN llftAT HE CALLED 
"AllTI · IIARXI ST" COUNTR IES. 
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SITUATION IN THE ARI1ED FORCES IFFAAI 
1. INCREASED TENSION IN THE ARI1ED FORCES AND BETIIEEN 

THE FfAA AND THE ADIUNISTRATION; 
2. LACK OF AN fFAA LEADER IIHO COULD PULL TOGETHER 

OPPOSITION TO THE ADIIINISTRATIOII; 
3. EXPECTATI ON Of INCREASING TEIISION 

LATE IIARCH 198S 

MENT OFFICI ALS. 

TEXT: 1. BY THE END or THE FOURTH 1/EEK OF HARCH 198S, A SIGNIFI · 
CANT AND ALARHING LEVEL OF TENSION EXISTED IN THE ARGENTINE ARHED 
FORCES lfFAAJ AND BETIIEEN THE FFAA AND THE CIVILIAN ADHINISTRATIOII. 
CONSIDERABlE PRESSURE IS COMING FROI1 MIDDLE- AND LOIIER· RANKING 
OFF ICERS FOR THE FFAA TO STIFFEN INSTITUTIONAL OPPOSITION TO THE 
AOHINISTRATIOH. THIS PRESSURE COnES FROI1 A \IIOELY·SPREAD BASE 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY; IT DOES NOT COHE FROH JUST ON£ OR A FEll 

Photocopy Reagan Library 

LOCATIONS •• CORDOBA OR GREATER BUEnOS AI RES, FOR EXAnPLE •• AS 
HAS "OCCURRED IN PAST CONFRONTATIDnS BETIIEEN THE FFAA AIID A GIW£11 
ADI1 1111 STRATI Oil. 

2. NO ARHED FORCES OFFICER HAS YET SURFACED \liTH THE QUAL ITIES 
NEEDED TO PUll TOGETHER, CONTROL, AND lEAD HIL ITARY OPPOSITION TO 
THE GOVERNMEHT. NO ARI1Y GENERAL OFFICER NOR ANY OFFICER Of EOU IV· 
ALENT GRADE IN THE OTHER T\10 SERVICES HAS SHOIIN SUPPORT fOR, OR A 
1/ILLIHGNESS TO UfiDERTAKE, A COUP 0' ETAT. THE ARHY' S COLONELS IIHO 
ARE DUE FOR PROHOTION IN 198S AND 1986 ARE THE BEST OfFICERS IN 
THE ARHY, HOIIEVER, AND SEVERAL OF THEI1 HAVE TRUE LEADERSHIP QUAL· 

IT I ES. AtiON6 RET I RED ARIIY GENERAL OFFICERS, RETIRED HAJDR GENERAL 
(IIGI lUC!AfiO BENJAMIN ( CIIENENDEZIJ RETAINS CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE 

AIIONG MIDDLE· AIID lOIIER·RANKING ACTIVE DUTY OFFICERS, BUT RETIRED 
BR IGADIER GEHERAL !BGI RAHON ((CAI1PSJ) DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE AN 
IIIPORTANT FACTOR \liTH ACTIVE DUTY PERSONNEL. 

3. FFAA OFFICERS EXPECT THE TENSIONS IN THE ARH£0 FORCES AND 
BET \IE EN THE ARI1ED FORCES AND THE GOVERNMENT TO INCREASE EVEN_ HORE 
ONCE THE TRIALS OF THE JUNTA 11EHBERS OF THE PRECEDING ARHED FORcES 
GOVERNif£NT BEGIN. OFFICERS DO NOT SEE THE ISSUE AT STA1<£ AS ONE 
OF JUDGING TflE FORI1ER JUNTA MEHBERS FOR THEIR LEADERSHIP Of THE 
COUNTERSUBVERSIVE CAI1PAIGN OF THE 1978'S, BUT RATHER AS AN ISSUE 
OF USING THE TRIALS TO CONDEHH THE liAR AGAINST SUBYERSIOII. 

B. A SITUATION 1/HICH ARISES FROM PROBLEMS OUTSIDE THE CON· 
TROL OF, AIIO FROM INSTAB ILI TY IN, THE fFAA ALIIAYS LEADS IN ARGEN· 
TINA TO TALKING AND PLANNING AI10HG VARIOUS GROUPS Of OFFICERS, BUT 
THE LACK Of KEY INGREDIENTS (IIONEY, ORGANIZATIDn, AND LEADERSHIP! 
fREOUENTL Y KEEP THESE GROUPS FROH HOVING TO AN ACTION STAGE. CUR· 
REHTL Y, THOUGH, SOME GROUPS MAY HAVE BEGUN TO UNDERTAKE ACTIONS 
CONS IS TENT \liTH THEIR PLANS. 

C. · BECAUSE Of THE \II DEL Y·SPREAD BASES OF PRESSURE IN THE FFAA, 
THE EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE ARGENTINE COUP D'ETAT OF 1955 HI Gill 

SERVE AS A TYP[ OF SCENARIO FOR AfiY FUTURE FFAA ACTIONS AGAINST 
THIS GOVERIIHEHT; THAT IS, A SERIES OF REBELLIOUS OR 1\UTIHIES, 
RATHER THAN OIIE I MEDIATE DIRECT EFFORT TO f\EMOVE THE PRES IDENT. 

D. THE ARHY'S GENERAL OFFICERS AND I TS COLONELS MOlDING KEY 
TROOP-LEADING ASSIGNMENTS 11UST TAKE CARE THAT THE PRESSURE FROH THE 
HIDDLE· AND LOIIER·RANKING OFFICERS DOES NOT GET OUT Of HAfiD AND 
THAT THEY DO HOT LOSE CONTROL OF THESE OFFICERS. 

E. UL TRA·RIGHT PARAHIL I TARY GROUPS IIII lCH 1/0RKED IN THE PAST 
\liTH RET I REO GENE RALS HENENDEZ AND CAMPS HAY \/Ell BE PUTT lNG PRES· 
SURE ON SEIIIOR ARMY OfFICERS TO TAKE FIRH ACTION AGAINST PRESIDENT 
RAUL ( !AlFOMSINII . I 
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ARGBNTI:NA: Military Tri~l_s. (U} 

t'eT Nine former junta members, including three ex-presidents, 
went on trial this week for waging the "dirty war" against leftists and 
subversive guerrilla organizations. 

~ Th~ defendants face charges of human-rights violations during 
the 1976 to 1979 campaign against terrorism and miscellaneous charges 
resulting from Argentina's role in the 1982 Falklands (Malvinas) 
conflict. President and Armed Forces Commander Raul Alfonsin brought 
the charges in December 1983 just 3 days after he assumed office. The 
purpose of the ··trials reportedly is to close out a tragic period of 
history and not to try the armed forces as an institution. -Although 
the court proceedings have been orderly, huge numbers of demonstrators 
were on hand to call for justice and for punishment of the guilty and 
to seek redress for the alleged 9, 000 "disappeared ones." The ·trials 
are apparently contributing to the heightened political tension in the 
capital. Moreover, the President has indicated the trials would not go 
substantially beyond the nine accused former general officer junta 
members, but the armed forces are worried the courts will want to 
involve the rank-and-file in the proceedings. The ·concern is that the 
inquiries will be expanded to include · individuals who ca.rried out 
military orders that provoked the human-rights violations and alleged 
excesses. 

COMMBNT: ~ Observers speculate that the court will deal differently 
with military personnel who gave the orders and those who carried them 
out. This possible precedent could assist in limiting the scope and 
perhaps the scale of the trials, relieving one of the current tensions 
between the military and the executive. Other speculation is 
circulating that the trial could take up to 6 months and become highly 
politicized as human-right~ activists from national and international 
organizations take the stand to use it as a forum for their cause. 
President Alfonsin reportedly met with the newly installed military 
leadership to allay their fears and assure them that everything is 
being done to project an even-handed focus on the proceedings. Reports 
have also surfaced of possible amnesty after sentences have been 
passed. The trial should resolve an extremely sensitive and delicate 
emotional issue. What impact the outcome will have on politico
military relations is not clear, however, especially while the Alfonsin 
administration struggles to confront mounting problems that seem to 
threaten the tenure of the government itself. (DECL OADR) 
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I. • SUIIIIARY: AAGEIIT INA IS RELATIVELY fREE Of 
POLIT ICAllY·MOTIYATED Vl0l£11CE. THERE ARE 11011 SIGNS 
THAT THIS SITUAT ION IIAY BE ASOUT TO END . THE COlliNG 
PERIOD OF ECOnOI11C AUSTERITY, RESEUTr.EIIT GEIIERATED 
BY THE TRIAl Of THE lilliE FORnER JUIITA HEIIBERS, AIID A 
GROI/IHG fE£liUG THAT ARGENTIHA IS ADRIFT EXACERBATE 
THESE \lORRIES. EIID SU1111ARY. 

2. I THERE HAS BEEN li TTlE POLITICALL Y-MOTIVATED 
VIOl UCE SI UCE AlfOIISIN' S INAUGURATI DII IN OECEIIBER 
U83. 

POLITICALLY-IIDTIVATED VIOLENCE IS ST i ll AT A RELATIVELY 
l Oll lEVEL IN ARGENTINA, BUT THERE ARE l'llCREASIIIG fEARS 
OF All UPS\IIIIG IN TERRORIST ACTIVITY. I ll TH IS REGARD, 
THE "BUENOS AIRES KERAlO" RECENTLY C01111EMTED THAT THE 
PUBLIC SEEIIS "DISPOSED TO HEAR ECHO£S Of THE PAST" 
AS AJGENT IIIA'S ECOHOI11C PROBLEIIS SUGGEST liARD TII1£S 
AHEAD. POLITICAl TEIISIONS ARE BEI IlG GEilERAT£0 BY THE 
TIIAl or THE lilliE FORtiER JUNTA IIEIIBERS AIIO THE COll iNG 
PUBLIC TRIAl OF HONTOIIERO l£AOER MAR IO fiRIIEN ICK. 
PRESIDENT RAUl AlfONSIN AIIO YICE PRESIDENT VICTOR 
IIARTINEZ BOTH RECENTLY PREDICTED THAT EJITREIIIST 
6ROUPS " \/ Ill TRY TO CREATE TENSIONS" TO TAKE 
AOVAIITAGE OF THE UPCOIIING PERIOD Of ECOIIONIC 

AUSTER ITY. LEG ISLAT l YE £lECUONS t'u N.OVEitliER II ILL . 
ALSO INCREASE POLITICAL 11AtiEUVERIHG AND PLACE SlUSS 
Cll ARGENTI NA' S SOC IAl FABRIC. 

3. • ATTACKS OCCUR, HOIIEVER 

SEVERAL 80118 INGS AUD PROPERTY ATTACKS, API'ARENTl Y 
IIOT IYAT£0 BY POl.IT ICAl COIISIOERATIONS, KAYE OCCURRED 
THIS Y£lR. ONE I'ERONIST, ONE INTRANSIGENT PARTY, AJIO 
liiREE RAD ICAl lUCRI DISTRICT OffiCES \I£RE BOIIBED IN 
THE CAPITAL, AS liAS THE HOKE OF A PEAONIST T0\111 
tOVNCILftAM. THE DEVEl01'11E NTALIST PARTY HEADQUARTERS 
liAS ALSO BOIIBED. BOIIBS AlSO EXPLODED IN A SUBURBAN 
BUENOS URES IIETALIIORKERS UNION OFF ICE AND A PROVU
CIAL COIIIIUHIST Pt.RTY OffiCE IN TME NOUHERM TOW Of 
RESISTEHCI.l. GUNMEN FIRING fROI1 A CAR SHOT AT THE 
SUPREIIE COURT BU ILDING IN THE PROVINCIAL CITY OF 
TUCU"AN ON APRIL 16. ON APRIL 29, AM EXI'LOS IOII 
DAI'tAGED TIE fACILITIES Of A BUENOS AIRES RAD IO 
STAT ION. THOOGH HO SERIOUS INJURIES OCCURRED 
DURING THESE EARLY HORNING INCIDENTS, THE ATTACKS 
SPARKED WIDESPREAD C01111ENTARY. CMRI ST IAN 
CEIIOCRATIC CONGRESSI1AN »!D HUIIAJI RIGHTS ACTIVIST 

INTR SIGEIIT PARTY'S OH ICE \lAS THE 1/DRI\ Of 
"SECTORS CLOSE TO ARIIY INTElliGEUC£. • THE 
PERIIANEn ASSEiiBl Y £OR HUIIAII RIGHTS CAOPHl STATED 
ITS BEllEr THAT THESE ATTACKS IIERE PART OF TKE 
"PEilfECTl Y-OR,ANIZEO PLAN Of THE AGENTS Of QEATH 
AND TERRORISN" OESIGH£0 TO "CREATE COND ITIONS Of 
INSECURITY" AND TO UHOERIIINE DEIIOCRATIC INST ITU
TIONS. 

4 . • PERSONAl ASSAULTS ARE II~CREASIIIG 

ASSACLTS Cit PROIIINEMT OR POliTICALLY-ACTIVE PERSONS 
ALSO ARE IIICREASIIIG. IIAIIY Of THESE ATTACKS APPEAR 
10 BE TBE \lORI OF COIIIIOII CR III IIIAlS, BUT SOME 11AY 
HAVE A POLITICAL MOTIVATION. UliYJI0\111 ASSAILANTS 
ASSAut TED A SOCIALIST AUO Tl/0 C01111UU IST PARTY 
ACTIVISTS. A RASH Of ATTACKS ON PEROIIIST PARTY 
r.EIIBERS AlSO OCCURRED RECENTLY. THESE INC I DENTS 
S££11 TIED TO IIITERHAL PAR TY BICKERING. Tflf 
liOII~PPIIIGS Of PROIIINENT CATTLE-BAROII RICARDO 
LAHUSSE AftO IIIDUS1R IALIST lUIS tloliOTTI PESCARI1011A 
IIERE ALSO SIC NEilS. LAIIUSSE liAS FREED UIIHARIIEO; 
BT 
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HE OEIIIES HIS ABDUCTOR S RECEIVED THE U.S. Tl/0 
Mill I OH DOllAR RAHS0/1 OEMAUDEO. PESC~RHOHA, 

KIOIIAPPED 011 APRil IIJ, IS STill BEIIIG HElO fOR A 
U.S. fiVE 111ll10N DOllAR RANSON. 

5 • • UEAPONS ARE READILY AVAilABlE 

ARGEIITINES ARE EV£11 HORE COHCERIIEO OVER THESE EVENTS 
BECAUSE IIEAPOHS ARE 1/IOEl Y AVAilABlE AIIOIIG VI OlEHT 
SECTORS Of' SOCIETY. SEVERAl ARMS SHOPS ItER£ R06BED 
EARLIER THIS YEAR. SOME Of THESE CRIMES, IIIClUOIIIG 
THE ROBBERY OF AH ARMORY, IIERE SOlVED. POliCE SAY 
CONnOII CRII1111AlS 1/ERE THE CULPRITS. CONCERN OVER 
ARHS SMUGGliNG ACROSS ARGENTINA'S POROUSSORDERS 
IS AlSO HIGH. All UIIIIAMEO GOA OFFIC IAl, HOI/EVER, 
TOLD THE PRESS THAT THE FLOII OF ARMS HAY BE OUT OF 

~
RGENT I NA, HOT IIIlO IT . RECENT ARNS ROBBERIES, HE 
A I D, 1/ERE DONE \liTH THE GOAl Of SEIIDIIIG THE VEAPONS 
0 BOLIVIA. TO SUPPORT HIS AllEGATION, RE IIOTED 
HAT BOLIVIAIIS IIERE INVOl VED IN THE SOLVED ARMORY 
OBIERY AIID THAT THIS YEAR TH£ BORDER POll CE 
ETAIIIED TEH BOL IVIANS, IN SEPARATE IIICIOEHTS 

AlOQG THE FRONTIER, SnUGGLING ARHS AND DRUGS. 

6. 

COHHENT: MUCH OF THE ARMS SMUGGll NG ACROSS ARGENT! NE 
BORDERS DOES INVOLVE COIIHOM CRIMINALS. 1/HILE THE 
SHUGGLI NG OF 1/EAPONS TO TERRORISTS CAIIIIOT BE COHPLETEl Y 

CURRENT STRENGTH . RIGHT -Ill NG NAT I ONAll STS AlSO DO IIOT 
APPEAR lACkiNG IN 1/fAPONS, PERHAPS ORAI/lNG THEM fROtl 
ARHY SYMPATHIZERS. END COIIHENT. 

7 • • GUERRillA TRAINING CAHPS? 

THERE ARE RUMORS, 8UT NO HARD EVIDENCE, OF GUERRilU 
TRA INING CAMPS Ill THE INTER lOR PROVINCES Of CORDOBA 
ANOi'UCUNAk. UNPROVEN RUMORS AlSO CIRCUlAT£0 THAT 

/ THE PERUVIAN SHINING PATH (SENOERO lUIIINOSOI REVOLU-
V TIONAAY GROUP IS ACTIVE IN TUCUHAN. Ill ADDITION, 

SOliE PEOPlE CHARGE THAT THE REVOlUTIONARY ARHY OF 
THE PEOf'LE/1/0RKER' S REVOLUT IONARY PARTY (ERP/PRTI 
IS INFILTRATING THE IIITRANSIGENT PARTY, ESPECIAllY 
ITS YOUTH \liNG. 110NTOIIEROS ARE PERIODICAllY l IIIKEO 
WITH PERONIST YOUTH GROUPS AIID, ACCORD lNG TO PRESS 
STORIES, PARTICIPATED IN THE A~Ril 22 HARCII Of HUNAN 
RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS THAT SUPPORTED THE TRIAl Of THE 
EX-JUNTA 11EI1BERS. DEFENSE IIINISTER RAUL BORRAS 
RECEMTl Y DEN lE D All THESE REPORTS PUBLIClY, THOUGH 
HE ADtiiTTEO THAT AR6ENTIHA' S INTElliGENCE SERVICES 
"NAVE IIIFORHATION ABOUT PERSONS THAT COULD HAVE BEEII 
lOOSELY TIED TO SUB¥ERSION liN THE PAST) THAT ARE 
TODAY ACT lNG THROUGH POll TICS. • BORRAS IIARN£0 THAT 
THE GOVERNNENT 1/0UlO NOT AllOII A TERROR IST REBIRTH, 
1/0UlD NEET THE PROBLEI1 F IRST \liTH THE POLICE, ARD 
IIOUlO ONLY "IN THE lAST IIISTANCE" CAll 011 THE ARHED 
FORCES TO HElP. THE t11LITAAY, HE STRESSED, 1/DULO ACT 
\liTHIA All lEGAl BOUNDARIES SHOULD IT BE CAllED 
UPON TO IATTLE TERRORISTS. 

8. 

CO.Jli1EnT: AVAilABLE l llfORIIATIOII SUGGESTS THAT AN ERr/ 
. !_h GROUP OF ABOUT $0 MEHBERS IS ACTIVE I H TUCUMAN. v ~HESE PERSONS ARE COIICEIITRATING OH PROSEl YTIZIIIG OTIERS 

AIID ORGAIIIZING. THE RE ARE NO SIGNS THAT VIOlENT AC TIONS 
ARE 8£1116 PlAHU£0 FOR THE IIEAR fU TURE. A MISIDENTifl· 
CAT I ON OF TH IS GROUP IS PROBA8l Y THE OR IG Ill OF REPORTS 
Of SHIIIIIIG PATH'S IIIF il TRATION INTO ARGENTINA. THE 
ERPIPRT IS ACTIVElY IIIFILTRATIIIG THE YOUTH \IlliG OF TH£ 
IIITRAIIS IGEIIT PARTY, \Ill itE THE tEfT-1/IIIG OF THE 
PEROH IST YOUTH NOVEMEIIT SEEMS TO HAVE TIES TO THE 
MONTOIIEROS. THE MOUTOIIEROS, LIKE £RP/ PRT, ARE 
BT 

6EORET 

-------------------------------~ 
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SUBJ : TERROR I Sll IN ARGENTINA 

POSIIIOHING THEMSELVES FOR A TillE IIHEII OISCOIITEIIT 
\liTH THE GOVERNIIENT IS HIGH EUOUGH FOR IIORE VIOLE NT 
AIID NUMEROUS IICTIOIIS TO HAVE A DESTABILIZING EFFECT. 
END C01111ENT. 

9 • • CAll THE GOA HAUDLE TERROR ISN7 

IF TH ERE IS All UPSURGE Of TERRORISII AIID THE ALFOIISIN 
AOMIIIISTRATIOII CALLS UPON THE MILIHRY OR INTElliGENCE 
SERVICES FOR HELP, THEY IIAY DISCOVER UNEASY AlliES. 
THESE ORGAHI ZAT lOllS COIIT I HUE TO FEEl UHJUSTL Y 
UPB~AIDED BY THE GOVERHHENT ANO TROUBLED BY THE lOll 
P~ESTIGE AIIO PAY OF THEIR 1/0RH. RECOGNITION OF lOll 
MILITARY SALAP. IES lED THE DEFENSE MINISTRY TO 
COIISIDER GRAHTIIIG ARHEO FORCES PUSOIINEl A 1~ 
i'ERCEIIT REAL SALARY IIICREASE. THE POLICE AlSO 
RfCE IV[ MEAGER SALARIES THAT M.AY IIAKE THEil LESS . 
illlliNG TO RISK THE IR LIVES FOR THE GOVERIIHEHT 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS SITUATION.' PROBLEMS \liTH 
POLICE SALARIES ARE LEAD ING TO SCATTERED PROTESTS, 
INCLUDING A RECENT ONE·OAY SIT-Ill BY 100 TUCUMAH 
P~OVINCIAL POl iCE AT TH EIR HEAOQUARlERS BUILDING. 
AS TIGHT BUDGETARY CONSHAIHTS GO BEYOIIO PAY, 
IIILITARY OFFICERS ARE AltO INCREASitlGlY 1/0RRIEO 
ABOUT THE OPEP.ATIOIIAL CUTBACKS THEIR SERVICES ARE 
SUHERING. 

lB • • HOI/ ARE THE HILITARY REACTIHG7 

Photocopy Reagan Library 

THE Hil l TORY'S DI$PI fOSURE IS liKElY IILGR0\1 as THE 
TRIAL or THE HI NE FORMER JUI~TA II£118ERS CONT I HUES. 
HUMAN R I ~HTS GROUPS MAY STAGE OTHER DEitOMSTRAT IONS 
DE HANO I NG CONVICT I ON$ or All NINE EX-JUNTA HEMBERS 
AND EXTENSION OF THE TR IALS TO THE LOIIER RANI\S. 
SECTORS T I EO TO THE ARIIEO FORCES ARE ACCUSED OF 
\/AGING A CAMPAIGN ON BEHALF Of THOSE ON TRIAL. THE 
tiAJORITY LEADER Of THE LOIIER HOUSE, CESAR 
JAROSLAVSKY, TOLD THE PRESS THAT THIS CAIIPAIGN IS 
DESIGNED TO UNDERMINE THE CONSTITUTIONAL ORDER. 
UCR SENATOR ANTONIO BERHONGARAY STATED THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT "I\ liE\/ THAT AS THE TRIAL OF THE EX
COMMANDERS MOVED CLOSER A CAMPAIGN OF PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ACTION liAS GOIIIG TO OCCUR". REPORTS OF FOUR ATTACKS 
ON ti iLITARY lllSTAllAT IONS IN THE FIRST HAl f OF .APRIL 
ALSO RAISED THE POSSI BILITY THAT lEFT·\IING 
TERRORISTS ARE SEEK IIIG TO ·PROVOKE THE ARIIY . TH REE 
OF THESE INCIDENTS AllEGEOl Y INVOLVED GUNSHOTS FRO!! 
PASSING CARS, 1/HILE THE FOURTH REPORTEDLY CONSISTED 
OF A 20-IIIIIUTE GUN B~TTLE 8ET\I££N INTRUDERS AND 
SENTRIES. 

II . • COtiMEHT: POLITICAL VIOLEUCE IN ARGENTINA 
ESCAL~ SINCE REFTEL C TEN IIONTHS AGO BUT IS STill 
AT A RELATIVELY LOll LEVEL. 110RE NOTICEABLE, 
THOUGH, IS THE CHANGE IN THE PUBLIC'S PREVIOUSlY 
OPTIIIISTIC ATTITUDE THAT THE EXCESSES OF THE PAST 
\/ERE DE FIN IT I VEL Y OVER. EXTREMISTS, ROIIEV£R, STIll 
LACK SOC IETAL SUPPORT AND ARE MOVING CAUTIOUSLY, 
FOCUSIIIG ON IIIFIL TRATING TARGET GROUPS AIIO REFINING 
THE f R OliN InFRASTRUCTURE • . THE INC IDENTS THAT 00 
OCCUR ARE DESIGNED TO UIIOERIIINE COUFIOENCE IN THE 
SURVIVABiliTY AND CAPABILITIES OF THE ALFONS IN 
ADMIIIISTRATIOII. DESPITE OCCASIOHAL FLARE-UPS, THE 

CURREIIT LOll lEVEL OF TERRORIST ACTIVITY \/Ill LI KELY 
COIIT INUE OVER THE NEAR TERII. RECOGNIZING THE 
PUBLIC'S REVUL'$ION \liTH THE BLOODY YEARS OF THE 
1979S, TERRORISTS HAVE GEIIERAll Y DESIGIIEO THEIR 
CURRENT ACTJOIIS TO AVOID LOSS OF LIFE. SHOULD 
£COllOM I C CO liD IT I OilS 1/0RSEII, AND POll TICAl AIID 
SOCIAl STRIFE INCR EASE, EXTREM IST GROUPS MAY RAISE 
THEIR PROFILE AND REVISE TACTICS, VHICH HAVE THUS 
FAR HELD LOSS OF LIFE IN CKEC~. ORTIZ 
8T 
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SUBJ: AP,RA ISAL OF SITUATION: THE CURRENT OOIIESTIC POliT ICAl 
SITUAT ION, ITS AIITECE DENTS, AND THE OUTLOOK FOR THE 
IHHED I ATE fUTURE 

DOl: 2 NOYEI18ER IUS 

SUt111ARY. AN USTI TUTIOIIAL COUP D'ETAT BY THE ARI!ED FORCES !FFAA) 
AGAINST THE ARGENTINE GOVERNI1E IH (GOAl DOES NOT SHH LI KEL Y IN THE 
11111EDIATE FUTURE, ALTHOUGH AN UNSTABLE SITUATION HAS EXISTED IN 
THE FF AA, ESPECIAllY IN THE ARMY, S I liCE Ill D·DCTOBER 1985. ACTS 
OF VIOLENCE- -ESPECIALLY BOMBINGS· -AIID III TIHIDAT I ON CREATED A SENSE 
Of I NSE CUR I TV AND A DEGR EE OF TEllS I ON IN ARGEIIT IliA OVER THE PAST 
SIX \lEEKS. THE GOA OlD NOT PUT AN END TO TH IS VI OLEIICE, AllD IT 
RESORTED TO ATTE HPTIIJG TO DETAIIl PEOPLE··IIITHOUT OFHRIIIG EVIOEIICE- -

Oil Al LEGATIOHS RElATED TO EfFORTS TO DESTABILIZE TR£ AOitllliSTRATION. 
AT THE $AI1£ TillE, TNE ADI11H ISTRAT IDN AND TH E GOVERI ING UO ICAL 
CIVIC UNION IIJCRJ' 1/fRE COilOUCTING A CAHJA IGN FOR THE 3 I:OVEI1BER 
OFF - YE AR ELECTIOIIS, USI NG OUESTIOIIED 11EANS IN SOliE CASES. 1/ITH 
THEIR ACTIONS AND FA I LURES S I NC'E 111 O·SEPTEitBER, THE ADKIIII STRATI ON 
AIID THE UCR IIORSENED THE PROBLEIIS BETIIEEN THE AOH IH ISTRATION AND 
THE ARI\ED FORCES--RAISING THE LEVEL OF TENSI ON IN TRE FFAA, 
ESPECIAllY I H THE ARMY. ANTI-GOYERHII£ NT TALK I UCREAS EO IN THE 
ARMED FORCES, AS DI D C01111EIITARY ASOUT THE POSSIBILITIES FOR A COUP 
D'ETAT. FOLLOIIIIJG THE 3 IIOY£11BER ElECTIONS, PRESIDENT RAUL AlfOIIS IN 
MAY TAKE STEPS TO ATTEiti'T TO RESTORE 1/HATEVER PUBLIC COIIF I OENCE TI E 
THE ADI11NISTRATI ON MAY HAVE LOST OVER TKE LAST SEVERAL II££KS AllD TO 

REDUCE ADIIIHISTRAT IOIHFAA TENSIONS. PRES IDENT ALFOIISIN \/Ill REI1AIN 
IN POI/ER AT TH IS TillE BECAUSE OF HIS POPULARITY, THE LACK OF A 
HIGHLY -DE VELOPED ttOVEHENT IN THE tt lliTARY, AND THE PRESIDE NT'S 
INTERNATIOIIAL SUPPORT. THE PRESIDEIH \/Ill HAVE TO DEAL \liTH 

SER IOUS OOIIESTIC AIID IIITERNATIONAL ISSUES, AS \/Ell AS \liTH GROUPS 
IN THE ARI1ED f ORCES 1/HICH ARE OI'POSED TO SOME OF THE ADMINISTRATION' S 
POll C I ES. SOI1E MAY SEE THE VICE ·PRES I DENT AS A 110RE CONSERVAT Ill£ 
AND 1\AllEABLE SUCCESSOR TO AlfOHSII. 

l. AS OF EARl Y NOVEMBER 198S, AN IIISTITUTIONAl COUP D'ETAT 
BY THE ARGEIITI liE ARMED FORCES IF FAA) AGAINST THE GOVERNIIENT OF 
PRESIDEIIT RAUL IIALFOHS I Nil SEEI1S UnliKELY IH THE NEAR TERM. 
THE REQUISI TE COIIO IT IOIIS FOR A COUP D' ETAT DO NOT APPEAR TO EXIST. 
ALTHOUGH HNSIOIIS 8ETII£EN THE ADHIUSTRUION AND THE ARMED f ORCES 
AHO TENSIOUS IN THE FFAA ARE HIGH, THERE IS NO OSTENSIBLE AUO 
JUST IF I ABLE REASON FOR A HOVE AGAIIST THE GOVERNI1EIIT. THERE ARE 
NO SIGHS THAT ruallc OP INION HAS TURNED AGA INST TH E PRESIDENT OR 
TKE AOitiNISTRATION, OR THAT THE ARHED FORCES HAVE REGAII!EO AMONG 
THE ARGENT IN £ POPULACE AHY Of THE PRESTIGE IIH IC H IT LOST THROUGH 

THE COIJDUCT OF THE COUHTERSUBVERS IVE CAI'oi'AIGK OF THE 1970'S, TH E 
HISHANAGEI1ENT OF THE ARGE NTINE ECONOIIY FROH 1976 TO U83, AIID THE 
FOIIEIGH POLICY AIID MiliTARY FAilURE Of THE 1982 fAlKLAND ISLAI!DS 
COIIFLICT. THE RE ARE 110 INDICATIOIIS THAT BUSINESSMEN--ALTHOUGH 
STUNG BY THE RECESSI ON AHD SUCH GOVERN11ENT POll Cl ES AS THE fORCED 
SAVIIIGS LAII· · ARE PREPARED TO SUPPORT A HOVE AGAINST THE GOVERIIMENT. 
ORGAN I ZED LABOR, PERHAPS THE LARGEST AND HOST RESPECTED OF THE 
OPPOSITION FORCES, DOES UOT SEEM PREPARED AT TH IS TIHE TO GO 
BEYOIID TH E lEGAl FORMS Of PROTEST AIID OPPOSITIOII AVAILABL E TO IT. 
FINALL Y, DIVISIOIIS COIITIIIUE TO EX IST IN, AND BETII£EN, THE THREE 
ARI1ED SERV ICES. 

2. AN UNSTABLE SI TUATION D0£5 EX IST I H THE ff AA, KOIIEVER. 
THE POSS I 81 Ll TV EXISTS THAT AN OffICER OR A GROUP Of OfF ICERS 
OR I YEN TO THE POINT OF I RRAT I Oil All TY BY ANGER, fRUSTRATION, 
AUO COIICERN ABOUT THE FUTURES Of THE ARIIED FORCES AS A POll T1 CAL 
IIIST ITUTION AIIO OF THEHSHVES COULD ATHHPT A PRECIPITATE 
110V£ AGA INST THE GOVERNHENT. THE LIKEliHOOD FOR SUCCESS OF SUCH 
A IIOVE IS Slll1. THERE IS NO II!FDRMATIOH AT THIS TillE INDICAT ING 
THAT THE BULK Or THE AR11ED FORCES IIOULO SUPPORT REBEL IOUS ACTIONS 

OF A COIIPARATIV£lY SMAl l GROU P or OFF ICERS-·UIIlESS, PERHAPS, SUCH 
ACTIONS SHOIIED STRONG SIGNS or SUCCEEDIIIG. ANOTHER THREAT CONSISTS 
IN THE POSSIBILITY Of DIRECT ACT lOll AGAINST THE PR ESI DENT, A POSSIBIL 
1/HICH COIICERIIS MEMBERS Of THE GOVERNING RADI CAl CIVIC UIIIDII lUCRI. 

3 . AlTH OUGH ARGENTINA APP EARS CAlli ON THE SUifACE AN D LIFE 

AUD COI'IHERCE SEE H TO CONTINUE NORMALLY, A SENSE Of INSECURITY 
AND A DEGREE OF TENSION DEVElOPED DURING THE PAST SIX WEEKS. 
TH IS 'sJTUATI OI! OCCURRED IN PART BECAUSE OF THE FOllOIIING EVENTS: 
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THE DErONHION OF SOIIBS··ESPECIAllY IN GREATER BUENOS AIRES; A 
l.ARG( HUhaER OF AIIOUYtiOU$ £0H8 THREATS HADE TO SCHOOLS AND 
IOSPITALS; AND KIDNAPPIIIGS ANO A HIGH IHCIDENCE OF 
CRIHE. ADO IT I Oil AllY, SPOKESIIEN FOR THE ARGENT INE GOVERNMENT (GOAl 
RAISED THE SPECTRE OF RIGHl-1/ING GAIIGS OPERATING AGAINST DEHOCRACY. 
AS A RESlll T OF THE BDtiBINGS, A SENSE OF CONFUSION DEV£lOP£D BECAUSE 
THE PERPETRATORS--POSSIBLY FROH AT lEAST T\10 GROUPS AT OPPOSITE 
ENOS OF THE POLITICAl SPECTRUH--UERE HOT IDENTIFIED, A COIIOITION 
PERHAPS CREAtED Ill PART BY THE TENDENCY OF ARGENTINE ACTIVISTS 
IIIYOL YEO IN VIOl EIICE TO HRKE AN ACTI 011 APPEAR THE IIORK OF ANOTHER 

GROUP WITH COI1PLETELY OIHEREIIT POLITICS. 

4. THE AOHIIIISTRAT ION AIIO ITS SECURI TY AIIO INTElliGEIICE 
SERVICES FOUND THEMSELVES UNABlE··UIIIIIlliiiG, SOtiE OF THE GOA'S 
OPPONEIITS SA ID--TO STOP THE BOHBINGS AIID TO HAKE ARRES TS . THE 
AOHIN ISTRAT ION ISSUED All ILL-ADVISED, lEGAtlY·Fl AVED EXECUTI VE 
DEGREE ORDER ING THE OETEIITIOII FOR SIXTY DAYS OF TVElVE ARGEIITINE 
CITIZEHS-·CIVILIA/IS AND RETIRED AIW ACTIVE DUTY ARMY OFFICERS-
ON THE AllEGAT ION THAT THEY VERE IIIVOlVED IN AN EffORT TO DE-
STABiliZE THE GOVERIIhENT. THE ADIIIHISTRATION OFFERED NO 
EV IDEUCE TO SUBSTAIHATE ITS AllEGATION, AIIO THE COURTS FOUND THE 
DECREE UIICOIIST ITUT I ORAL. THE GOA THEil DECREE 0 A STATE OF SE I GE, 
IIHICH PROVIDED A lEGAl BASIS FOR DECREEING OETENTIOHS--VHICH IT 
010 AGAIN, SPARKING A ROUIID OF COURT REV IEVS AIID APPEALS IIHICH 
SOON Vlll REACH THE SUPREnE COURT FOR RESDLUT ION. 

5. IIMilE THE BOIIBINGS VERE TAK IIIG PlACE AND THE ADMIN ISTRATION 
APPEARED TO BE BUIIGliNG ITS EFFORTS TO TAKE ACT I ON TO STOP BOHB 
ATTACKS AND INTIMIOATIOII, THE ADIIINISTRATION AIID THE GOVERNING 
8T 
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COULD BE JUST IF I EO TO 
TO A DEGREE. VEL OPED I NFORHATION 
LINKING BOHB THREATS TO THE ADiiiiiiSTRATIOH' s CIVILIAN STATE 
INTELL IGEHCE SECRETARIAT lSI DEl AND SOliE EVENTS AND SOliE PORTIONS 
OF THE UCR'S CAHPAIGN COULD APPEAR TO HAVE BBEN BASED Otj A PURPOR T£0 
UCR KARO-LINE CAMPAIGN STRATEGY DESCRIBED IN A DOCUMENT 1/l!ICH 
BEGAN CIRCULATING IN THE LATTER PART Of OCTOBER. TH IS DOCUMENT 

SUGGESTED THAT THE UCR USE SUCH ACTIONS AS 80118 IIIGS, TAKING 
ADVANTAGE OF AUT I·S£111 TIC ACTIOUS OR PROPOSALS IIII lCH COULD BE 
I NTERPRETEO AS "AliT I -SEHITl C VH ICH HAVE OCCURRED RECEIITL Y IN 
ARGENTIIIA, AIID HAIIIPULATION Of THE H£DIA FOR TKE PARTY'S POI.ITICI\l 
OBJECTIVES. 

6, THROUGN ITS ACT IONS NIO fAILURES SINCE 1110-SEPTEMB!R, 
THE AOHIHISTRATIOII DEEPENED THE PROBLEMS EXISTitlG 6ET\IEEN THE 
ARI1EO FORCES AIID I TSE LF AIIO EXACERBATED TENSIONS Ill THE FFAA, 
ESPECIALLY IN THE ARHY. BY INNUENDO, IT IND ICATEO THAT FFAA 
PERSOIINEL IIIGHT BE RESPDilSI BLE FOR THE 801181 NGS. \liTH ITS 
EFFORTS TO DECREE THE OETENTIOilS OF ACTIVE DUTY ARHY OfFICERS, 
THE ADM Jill STRATI Oil RAISED THE CONCERN I H THE ARHY THAT ADO IT I OIIAl 

DETEIITIOUS OF ACTIVE DUTY OFFICERS 111GHT FOLL0\1 AltO INDIRECTLY, 
IT HE IGHTEIIED COIICERII THAT YOUNGER OFFICERS HIGHT BE BROUGHT TO 
TR IAL ON CHARGES ARIS ING FROII THE COUNTERSUBVERSIVE CAIII'A IGH 
OF THE 1978'S. THROUGH ITS ACTIONS VHICH ADDED TO DI SCOIITENT 
ALREADY EXISTIUG IN THE HAA OVER SUCH ISSUES AS PAY AltO THE 
TRIAL Of FORtiER llfMBERS OF PRECEEDIHG 111LI TARY GOVERNMENT, THE 
AOHIIIISTRATIOII CREATED A SITUATIOIIII!IICH ARI1Y OFFICERS, IN 
PARTICULAR, PERC£ I VED AS All ATTACK ON THE Al!tl£0 FORCES AS AN 
INSTITUTION. IN TURN, THIS SITUATIOII RESULTED IM ANTI-GOVERNIIENT 
TALM IN THE FFAA AND RHORTS AND RUMORS OF PLOTTING. BY COifOUCT lNG 
THE £LECTI 011 CAHPA I GN AS THEY 010, THE AOH IN I STRATI ON AND THE UCR 
ANGERED THE ARI1EO FORCES ~D FOSTERED FEELINGS OF IMSECUliTY 
COIICERNIIIG THE ATTITUDE Of TIE GOVERN11EHT TOIIARD THE FfAA AS A 

POLI TICAL lllSTITUfiOII-

7. IN ADD IT lOll TO 1/0RSENINCi RELATIOIIS BETVEEN ITSELF AND 
THE ARHEO FORCES, TKE AllMINISTRATION HAS KURT ITSELF Ill OTHER 
\lAYS IN RECENT \lEEKS. COIISEOUEIITL Y, PRES IDE liT ALFONS I H nAY 
TAKE STEPS SUCK AS THE FOLLOVIIlG AFTER THE j NDVEHBER ElECTIOIIS 

TO RE STORE COIIF IOENCE IN THE ADM INISTRATION AND TO REDUCE TENSIONS 
BETIIEEN IT AltO THE FF AA AIID IN THE THREE SERVICES: 

A. REFORM THE I NTELLIGENC£ ORGANIZATIONS, ESPECIAllY SIDE 
AND THE ARttY IIITELLIGEtlCE SERVICE VH ICH HAVE BEEN ACCUSED OF 
POUER POLI TICS, OR "D I RTY TRICKS, • AND IHCOIIPETENCE. 

8. REPLACE I NCOHPETEIIT GOA OFFICIAlS AI4D IMPROVE PROCEDURES 
RELATED TO THE COIIDUCT OF GDVERHHENT. 

C. IDENTifY OR CONTROL THE SOURCES OF THE VIOLENCE Of THE 
PAST Sl X UEEKS. 

D. REORGAII I ZE THE UCR. 

E. REPLACE THE CH IEF OF THE ARMY GENERAL STAFF ClMGEl 
UHO ~OST THE SUPPORT AND CONFIDENCE Of SUBORDINATES BECAUSE OF 
HIS PERCEIVED fAILURE TO PREVENT OR CONfRONT liHAT HANY OfFICERS 
COIISIDER£0 AN ADHINISTRAT ION ATTACK ON THE ARIIY. 

F. RELEASE THOSE INDIV IDUALS NOll DETAINE D 1/ITHOUT PROOF 
THAT THEY \/ERE COIIIIECTED VITH ACTIVITIES INTUOEO TO OESTABIL IZE 
THE ADHIIIISTRATION. 

G. HAM£, OR HOLD TO, A DEC IS ION THAT TOUIIGER ARHED 
FORCES OFFICE RS Ulll NOT FACE TRIAl ON CHARGES ARISING FROH 
THE COUIITERSUBVERS I VE CAMPAIGN. 

H. PROTECT K I MSEL f, THE ADHIIII STRATI ON, AND THE UCR 
FROH POSSIBLE CHARGES or UNFAIR CAIIPAIGN PRACTICES. 

8. PRESIDENT AlfONSIN II ILL REHAIH IN POIIER BECAUSE Of HIS 
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POPULAJII TY, TN£ LACK OF A HIGHLY DEVELOPED IIOVEMENT IN THE 
IIIL ITARY, AND THE rRESIOENT' S INTERIIATIOHAL SUPPORT • . KOII[VER, 
HE \/ILL HOT fiNO GOVERNING ARGEIITIIlA EASY IN THE SHORT TERM, 

EVEH IF KE RESTORES CONF IDENCE IN THE AOtiiNISTRATIOH. HE \/Ill 
lAVE TO DEAL \liTH SUCH ISSIJES AS \/AGES, PRI CES, AllO ECOilOHIC 
STRUCTURE ADJUSTIIEITS, AND FACE OPPOSITION FROM THE LABOR MOVEMENT 
AllO THE BU SINESS COMIIUHITY. KE \/ILL HAVE TO CONTINUE DEALING \liTH 

ARGENTINA'S FOREIGN DEBT AIIO OTHER INTERNATIONAL ISSUES . HE MUST 
FACE A UCR PARTY CONGRESS IN Ill 0-NOVEIIBER, AND THE UCR IS NOT A 
IIOIIOLITHIC ORGANI ZATION. ADD ITIONALLY, THE PRESIDENT \/Ill BE IN 
A SITUATIOII IN IIIIlCH SOME ARGENTINES SEE VICE PRESI DENT VICTOR 
((MARTI NEll) AS A IIORE COIISERVATIVE AIID MAllEABLE SUCCESSOR. 

FiliAllY, HE 1/lll BE DEALIIIG \liTH PEOPLE IN THE ARMED FORCES, THE 
GOVERIIIIEIIT, AND THE UCR 1/HO HAVE TAKEN STRONG POSIT IONS I H RECENT 
\lEEKS FROII 1/HICH THEY MAY fEEL THEY CANNOT RETURN- - I T IS POSsrBLE 
THAT EVEIITS AND INDIVIDUAL POSITIOIIS TAKE~! DURING THE PAST IIOIITH 
\/Ill BE THE SEEDS OF UNREST AIID EVEN COUP PlOTTING IN 1986 OR 
BEYOND. 

9. TENSIONS \/ILL EXIST Ill REGARD TO THE FFAA. ALTHOUGH TIE 
LEVEL OF TENS ION 11AY SUBS IDE FROM THE PEAK Of LA IE OCT08ER, 
TENSIOIIS lllll REMAIN HIGHER THAN THEY 1/ERE JUST A FEll \lE EKS AGO AND 
GROUPS 1/ITHIW THE Alii\ED fORCES AilE NOU ENTRENCHED AS OPPOIIEIITS OF 
THE GOVERNI1EHT. ·AS A RESULT OF INDICATIONS AT lEAST BY INNUENDO 
THAT ARI\ED fDRCES PERSOIINEL \/ERE RESPOIISIBL£ fOR THE BOIIBJNGS 1/HICH 
BEGAN Ill MID-SEI'TEMBER AND 1/ERE INVOLVED IN EFFOITS TO DESTABILIZE 
8T 
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STATE 

13 MARCH 19 84 
ARGENTINA 

[,.ff· f) V/\r- . I .,, rlt~ 

ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION EXISTING BETWEE N THE ARMED 
FORCES AND THE CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT; ISSUES OF CONCERN 
TO THE ARMED FORCES; PROBLEMS FACING THE CH I EF OF STAFF 
OF THE ARMY 
EARLY MAR 

BEL 
THAT GOVERNMENT-t)R~ED FORCES i&f..AAJ....~~~~I? . A. LOW 
POINT-"ANo THAT SOME .,T.Y.P..E.-...,0&,. C.QN,Ef!,.~J:J...~~Y. I.N._-_T'H'~~ 
FUTURE . THE OF~ f CERS ARE MOST CONCERNED AT THIS TrME""".ife'"e~REE 
t"S'Stf~ WHEN ARMY OFF I CER.~-.. ~b.J$.c..~B,QU,T.,.,~...,.CONF~ONJA,TJ~.r.t!..1.!![. 
:;~x~~F<r~E'Rffi\11~~+~ 1 H~'¥ .~R~;-~~l TA!JU~u::mQJtt:I_,couP o• ETAT, 
L · t. KOMI I AT A ?au:£c6 UPRISING COlli p jAKf":p·~~ 'TN 
RESPONSE TO A GIVEN SITUA ON OR ISSUE. THEY BELIEVE THAT CIVIL-
I AN AUTHORITIES HAVE NOT TAY.EN STOCK OF THE FACT THAT THE OFFI
CERS WHOM THEY HAVE PUT INTO KEY POSITIONS COME FROM THE SAME 
BACKGROUND AS DO THE OFFICERS WHOM THEY RE TI RED . ARMY OFFICE RS 
ALSO BE L IEVE THAT THE CHIEF OF THE AR Y GENERAL F MUST SOON 
TEL L THE CIVILIAN 1,-EADER T A! .... ~~...2..0J.bl.;r_a,~..o.....,wt;U.CH 
~~? Yi'~~§::C'9~~%f>:l:.,..,G.k~,.AMF.' ... ~~ W}\,H, .\J;1~~~.Q.,.. 
FORCES Ag A NSTITUTION. OFFICERS ARE CRITIC~ OF ARGENTINA'S 
FOREIGN P'OC I ( y. ··~~..--. ... ~~ .... ~,.......... '""""#'~~~~ ... ~~~ 
"f"Oi": 1. ~-of THE BEGINNING OF MARCH 1984, ACTIVE DUTY ARGEN
TINE ARMY OFFICERS BELIEVED THAT THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE GO-
VERNMENT AND THE ARMED FORCES WFAA) HAVE REACH ED THE LOWEST 
POINT SO FAR DURING THE NEW CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT, AND THEY EXPECT 
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ES BY FFAA 
PERSONNEL DURING THE COUNTERINSURGENCY CAMPAIGN OF THE 1970' ·S 
AND THE PROSPECTS THAT ACCUSED PERSONNEL FACE TRIALS BOTH BY 

I .trrr: • ·~ • : :: : ,!. ~ = o • • -

" • :"1 • • - 1: ... I ANT COLONELS AND COLONELS HAVE N 
WORK TO 00, OR ARE NOT DOING ANY WORK . 

PSN: 036723 

2. WH EN ARMY OFFICERS TALK ABOUT A CONF RONTATION WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT, THEY ARE NOT TALKING ABOUT A COUP 0' ETAT. BUT, THEY 
00 NOT RULE OUT THE POSSIBILIT Y THAT SOME T YPE OF A SITUATION OR 
I SSUE COULD GET OUT OF HAND AND PROVOKE AN UPR I SING IN A GIVEN 
UNIT OR ORGANIZ AT ION. 

3. ARMY OFFICERS NOTE THAT OFF I CI ALS OF THE CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT 
HAVE MADE A MISTAKE IF THEY ASSUME THAT, BY RETIR ING A NUMBER 
OF GENERAL AND FLAG OFFICERS, THEY COULD CONTROL THE FFAA THROUGH 
LEADERS OF THE IR OWN CHOICE . THE OFF I CERS SAY THE CIVI LIAN 
OFF I CI ALS SEE~ TO ~~VE FORGOTTEN THAT THE OFF I CERS 
WHOM THE Y RETIRED AND THE OFFICERS WHO~! THEY MOVED INTO KE Y 
POS I TIONS HAVE HAD THE SAME BACKGROUND AND IDEOLOGICAL 
AND POL I T ICAL EXPOSUR ES ; CONSEQUENTLY, THERE HAS NOT BEEN ANY 
REAL CHANGE IN THE THINKING OF ARMED FORCES OFF I CERS. 

4. AR MY OFFICERS BELIEVE THAT BRIGADIE R GENERAL (BGl JORGE 

( (ARGUINDEGUII l, THE CHIEF OF THE ARMY GENERAL STAFF, MUST SOON 
TELL CIVILIAN AUTHORIT I ES -- INCLUDING PRESIDENT RAUL ( (ALFONSINl 
- - THAT THERE EXISTS A NOT-YET - DEFINED POINT AT WHICH THE 
ARMY WILL NO LONGER ACCEPT CIVILIAN TAMPERI NG WITH THE ARMY AND 
WITH THE ARMED FORCES AS INSTITUTI ONS. THE OFFICE RS ACKNOWLEDGE 
THAT THIS WOULD REPRESENT A DIFFICULT DECIS ION FOR ARGUI NDEGUI , 
BUT THEY BEL !E VE THAT, WITH THE RATE AT WHICH THEY SEE ARMED 
FORCES -GOVERNMENT RELATIONS DETERIORATING, HE WIL L HAVE TO 
TAKE A S TANO IN FRONT OF THE CIVILIAN AU THORITI ES BEFORE 
TOO LONG. 

5. IN REGARD TO ARGENTINA'S FOR EIGN POLICY, ARMED FORCES 
OFFICERS BELIEV E THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS FOOLISH I N TRYING 
TO ALIGN ITSELF WITH EUROPEAN SOCIAL ISM. THEY ALSO BELIEVE 
THAT A THIRD-WORLD POSITION ON INTERNAT IONAL ISSUES I S 
ABSURD FOR ARGE NTINA. 

6. ARMY OFFICERS GENERALLY CREDIT PRESIDENT 
ALFONS IN WITH HAVING AN UNDERS TANDI NG ON THE LIMITS 
TO WHICH THE GOVERNMENT CAN GO IN ATTACKING THE FFAA, BUT 
BELIEVE T HE PRESIDENT IS BEING INFLUENCED BY THE MORE RAD ICAL 
OF HIS ADVISORS WHO ARE PRESSING FOR A HARD L INE AGAINST THE 
FFAA. AR MY OFFICERS HAVE BEGUN TO MOVE FROM THE POSITION 
THAT THE ARMED FORCES HAD TO RE TURN TO THE BARRACKS TO THE 
POSITION THAT 

C CLOPEZl MAY BE A KEY 
ADVISOR DEFE NSE AND SECURITY 
ISSUES 

7. A VERY SHORT-LIVED HONEY-
MOON B CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT IS COMING 
TO AN E ND. PROBLE MS BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND THE FFAA 
SEE M INCREASINGLY SERIOUS ANO 
SOONER THAN ONCE ANTICIPATED. 

. . . .. . · ~ -· . -
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3. ARGENTINA: ARMY SHAKE-UP; ALFONSIN RAPS THE GENERALS 

President Alfonsin recently accepted the resignation of the 
Army's top officer, Chief of Staff Arguindegui, and replaced 
three of the country's five corps commanders. The move followed 
press reports of a •destabilization campaign• within senior 
officer ranks and official unhappiness ·over Arguindegui's 
handling of the matter. Armed forces discontent over several 
issues appear to hav~ convinced Alfonsin to assert civilian 
authority. Although there is no evidence of any coup plotting, 
problems remain. 

* * * 
Tensions between the civilian government and the armed 

forces came to a head on July 4 with the dismissals of 
Arguindegui and III Corps commander General Mansilla. Alfonsin's 
action came after several days of public speculation about a 
•destabilization• plot within the senior ranks of the armed 
forces. Several other senior officers were subsequently replaced. 

Those who may have harbored fears about military plotting 
were reflecting memories of past military excursions into 
politics rather than hard appraisals of current armed forces' 
capabilities and intentions. There are matters causing 
considerable disquiet within military ranks.'--low pay, budget 
cuts, delayed promotions, persistent public attacks on the 
military for past sins, and continued vulnerability of individual 
soldiers to punishment for "dirty war• abuses. There is also 
skepticism over the government's ability to solve the country's 
econo~ic problems. Nonetheless, there is no evidence of active 
coup plotting by the military that would present any imminent 
threat to the Alfonsin administration. 

The armed forces continue in the state of disarray that has 
characterized them since Alfonsin's inauguration last December. 
This appears to be particularly so in the case of the army, which 
would have to be the locus of any serious conspiring. The army's 
general-officer ra nks are currently manned at only about 
30 percent of normal level because of post-inaugural resignations 
and the slowness of the Alfonsin government in completing the 
promotion-retire~ent-reassignment cycle that should have been 
completed at the end of 1983. 

Alfonsin's quick reaction to rumors of military 
d i ssat isf act ion is typical. Avoiding decisive action in other 
areas, he has swiftly cashiered military officers when they have 
publicly criticized civilian authorities. He remains de~oly 
distrustful of military intentions and is willing to ass~t his 
constitutional mandate as co~mander-in-chief whenever he believes 
it potentially threatened. He will not tolerate the armed forces 
arrogating to themselves the public role of another political 
party or interest group. 
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-
Terrori&~._. Spreading 

Terrorist: -me/dents In Argentina, while still few Jn ·number, are 
lncreas~~ as extremists on both t!J:.!:JJJ!JJ and the left seem to be 
preparl~~ to stage more attacks. --

Offices N ~he ruling party and a progovernment military club were 
bomb~d ~~ntly, and last month police foiled a plot to kill President 
Alfonsm. ·~rgentine officials lln~cts to far rightist civilians and 
member~ ~f the armed forces.--

Uitrarigh~~ts also were 

says and 
agreed with Defense Minister Borras to halt the 

violence ~ long as the government stalls trials of military personnel 
for humat\ ri~ exempts specific officers from 
prosecut"-\fl._ · · 

the far-left Montoneros 
QUill I'l-l 'VQIIII..,<>•-

It Is about ready to 

Comment: Terrorism does not currently jeopardize the stability of 
Alfonsln ·~ government. If the Defense Minister's reported bargain 
with the t~r right and military officers in Cordoba Province is 
confirme\i, It would set a dangerous precedent. It could tempt 
elementa of the armed forces and their civilian allies to use the 
threat 01· t'ea~errorism again to force concessions from the 
governrn~nt.- . 

I 

Although Montonero leader's oppose renewed terrorism for now, 
dissident rnembers may stage violence soon In response to the 
coming ttlal of Flrmenich. Such actions could provoke a rightist 
respons~. leading to a cycle of the 
governrn\lnt's authority. (C NF) 

l'op 9eeret --5 13 December 1984 
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DfST: 14 DECEIUlER 1984 

· COUNTRY: ARGENT lilA 

SUSJ: REACTION IN THE ARGENTINE NAVY TO THE OETENTIOII OF 
NAVY LIEUTENANT ALFREDO ASTIZ BY A CIVIL fAN COURT; 
CONCERN Of CfVILfAH ADMINIS TRATION OFfiC IALS AS A 
RESULT OF THE ASTIZ HATTER 

001: OECEftBER 198~ 

TEXT: 1. IN REGARD TO THE CASE Of ARGENTINE NAVY (ARA) liEU· 
WIANT (L T.l ALFREDO (fAS TIZ)), 1/HOM A CIVILIAN FEDERAL JUDGE 

CSN: E I A71S 

ORDEIEO DETAINED IN EARlY DECEMBER 1984 011 CHARGES RELATED TO 
THE IIOIIAPPIIIG AIID KfLli iiG OF A SVEDISH CITIZEN DURING ARGE!I
TIIIA'S COUIITERSUBVERSIYE CAI1PAIGH, IIAVY OFfiCER S FEEL THAT 
AST I Z TYPIFIES THOSE ARMED FORCES (Ff AAl OF F.I CERS 1/HO SIMPLY J 
ACTED ON, OR CARR lEO OUT, ORDERS OUR r'NG THE CAlli' AI Gil. NAVY 
OFFICERS SAY THAT ASTIZ AHD HIS SITUATIOII HAVE BECOII£ All IN· 
STITUTIOIIAL NATTER Ill THEIR VI Ell, RATHER ' THAN AN INDIVIDUAL 
COURT CASE. THEY ASSERT THAT ASTI Z HAS BECOME A SYMBOL FOR THE 

Photocopy Reagan Li~rary 

IIAVY AND THEY POt NT OUT Tij~T, SINCE AST I Z COIII1f TTEO MO CR lifE 
AGAINST THE STATE, HE SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED IN THE SANE CAT£· 

HOII'roNF'tn• l£ AOER liAR I 0 EDUARDO ( (F I Rl'\fN I CH)) . 

CURRENT SITUAT ION. ! 

Of FICERS, ESPEC!All Y THOSE OF THE SAME 
STRESS TIE lNSTITUTfOHAL ASPEC T OF THE 

2. NAVY OFFICERS BELIEVE THAT, IF AST IZ IS FOUND ~ 1L TY 
II! A CIVIllAil COURT Of TilE CHARGES AGAIIIST Hll1 AND IS SENT 
iO JAI L, THE COHSEQUEHCES COULD BE SEaiOUS. OFF l CERS SAY 
; ;;;.;in£ ARA'S FLAG OFFICERS l AVE DISCUSSED RESIGNING EN l 
:-!~SSE IN PROTEST IF THE CURREIT CASE INVOLVING ASTIZ IS NOT j 
TRANSFERRED TO A COURT MARTIAL. THEY AlSO SAY THE ADMIRALS 
AliO OTHER SENIOR NAVY OFFICERS CON SI DER TKE ASTIZ AFFAIR AS 

PART OF A lEFTIST CAI'ffAIGN. THEY POINT OUT TKAT THE SEIIIOR 
ARA OFFICERS NAVE AllEGED THAT LUIS ((ZAMORA)), THE LAIIYER 
REPRESENTING THE FAMilY OF THE DEAD SVEDISH CITIZEN, IS A 
MARXIST. THEY SAID UE SENIOR OffICERS ARE UPSET BECAUSE THE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS AIIO IIORSH IP SUPPOSEDLY ASSISTED 
ZAMORA AND OTHER LAIIYERS f OR THE FAMILY BY ALLO\IIIG ONE ((BUR
GOS)) IF NUl AND ONE (fGEROUOO)) !FIIU), Tl/0 1/fTIIESSES 1/HOH THE 
SENIOR OFfi CERS SAY ARE KIIOIIN •ttOH TONEROS, • TO REENTER .ARGEN· 
TINA. 

3. NAVY OFFICERS HOP! UAT THE YI LIAN ADIIfNISTRATION lllll 
PRESSURE MI GUEL DEL (/cAST.I llO) I , TI E FEDERAR JUDGE IN ClfA~GE 
OF THE ASTI i CASE, TO TRANSFER THE CASE TO THE COURT . MART I AL 
SYSTEM. THE OFfiCERS ARE NOT OVERLY OPT fHI ST IC IN HIS REGARO, 
BUT THEY BELIE VE THAT THEY HAVE THE SUPPORT OF HINISTER Of 
DEFENSE RAUL (!BORRAS) I FOR TNE TRAIIS FER. 

4. SENIOR ADtiiNISTRATION OFFICIALS ARE I/ORRfED AS A RESUlT 
OF THE ASTIZ AFFAIR, ESPECIAl! Y BORRAS, IIIlO SEES THE CASE AS A 
T£ST Of AO/IlNISTRATI ON·fFAA RELATIONS AND AS A TEST OF THE 
ABILITY OF THE T\10 TO WORK TOGETHER. BORRAS SUPPORT ED THE 
EFFORTS OF VICE ADII IRAL CVADIII RAHU. ANTONI O ((AROSAll , TH£ 
CHIEF Of TNE NAVY GENERAL STAFF (EIIGA), TO OBTAIN THE TRAHS· 
F[R Of THE AST IZ CASE FRDN THE C IV fL I AM COURT SVSTE H AND 10 
COUNTER \/HAT AROSA SEES AS 

S. OH 18 DECEIIBER, PRESIDENT ALFONSIN 11ET \liTH BORRAS AIID 
AROSA. HE EXPRESSED HI S COIIC£RII 1/ITH THE POSSIBLE OUTCOME Of 
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!UCBSAA/USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA 

:SUBJ>SUBJ: DIFFERING ATTITUDES IN THE ARGENTINE ARMED FORCES 
CONCERNING THE TRIALS ISSUE 

:TEXT> 

~EPORT CLASS ~~~~~~-
)IST: 10 APRIL 1987 
:OUNTRY: ARGENTINA 
)UBJ: DIFFERING ATTITUDES IN THE ARGENTINE ARMED FORCES 

CONCERNING THE TRIALS ISSUE 

IN S , 
)FFICERS REPRESENTING THE THREE ARGENTINE ARMED SERVICES DISCUSSED 
rHE ISSUE OF THE IMPENDING TRIALS OF ARMED FORCES (FFAA) PERSONNEL 
NHO ALLEGEDLY COMMITTED HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS DURING THE 
:OUNTERSUBVERSIVE CAMPAIGN OF THE 1970'S. IN THEIR DISCUSSIONS, THE 
)FFICERS HIGHLIGHTED THE DIFFERENT ATTITUDES TOWARD THE TRIALS ISSUE 
NHICH EXIST IN THE NAVY 
PORCE ON THE OTHER HAND. 

E FIR T OF THE MEETINGS, NAVY AND 
ARGUED THAT THE A-57 SHOULD PUBLISH A STATEMENT IN NATIONALLY
CIRCULATED NEWSPAPERS IN SUPPORT OF THOSE ACCUSED OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS. THEY NOTED THAT THE STATEMENT SHOULD CRITICIZE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF PRESIDENT RAUL ((ALFONSIN)) FOR ALLOWING THE 
PROSECUTION OF THE VERY PEOPLE WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR CREATING A 
CLIMATE IN WHICH DEMOCRACY COULD FLOURISH. FOR THEIR PART, AIR FORCE 
OFFICERS TOOK EXCEPTION TO THE ARGUMENT OF THE NAVY AND ARMY OFFICERS 
AND SAID THEY WOULD TAKE THE MATTER UP WITH MAJOR GENERAL ("BRIGADIER 
MAYOR" ) ERNESTO HORACIO ((CRESPO)) , THE CHIEF OF THE AIR FORCE 
GENERAL STAFF (EMGFA). 

3. CRESPO LATER MET WITH THE AIR FORCE OFFICERS FROM THE A-57 
AND THANKED THEM FOR THEIR SHOW OF LOYALTY IN BRINGING THE ISSUE OF 
THE STATEMENT TO HIS ATTENTION. HE SAID THAT SUCH PUBLIC STATEMENTS 
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10 NOTHING TO HELP '!'HU::it; t'"J\L:~l'lu ·.a: n.&. .tuo~ ,:) ....... ...,, ... u ... ~ ..... ~-·-• - - -·- , . 

:oMPLICA~E MATTERS FOR THE CHIEFS OF THE GENERAL STAFFS OF THE THREE 
:ERVICES WHO ARE TRYING TO SEEK POSITIVE SOLUTIONS FROM THE EXECUTIVE 
IRANCH WITH REGARD TO THE TRIALS IN THIS MEETING, CRESPO INDICATED 
'0 THE AIR FORCE OFFICERS THAT HE IS NOT PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN 
THAT MIGHT HAPPEN TO THE ALFONSIN ADMINISTRATION, WHICH HE DESCRIBED 
:N COLORFUL TERMS AS A "MESS." HE POINTED OUT THAT HIS PRIMARY 
:NTEREST CENTERS ON PRESERVING THE AIR FORCE AS AN INSTITUTION 
:ONCLUDING HIS REMARKS, CRESPO ASKED THE AIR FORCE OFFICERS TO MAKE 
.N EFFORT TO SMOOTH THE TONE OF ANY PRONOUNCEMENT RELEASED BY THE 
•-57, IF THE ARMY AND NAVY MEMBERS INSISTED ON THE ASSOCIATION'S 
lAKING A PUBLIC STATEMENT. FOLLOWING THE MEETING WITH CRESPO, THE 
•IR FORCE MEMBERS OF THE A-57 MET AGAIN WITH THE NAVY AND ARMY 
!EMBERS AND WERE ABLE TO CONVINCE THEM TO DEFER THE PUBLICATION OF 
•NY LETTER UNTIL THE ASSOCIATION HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO COMPLETE A 
iTUDY THE 

, 
:OLONELS--RICARDO ((MATALON!)) AND JORGE ((KIEGER))--NOTED THAT THE 
lPEECH WHICH PRESIDENT ALFONSIN HAD GIVEN IN THE CORDOBA PROVINCE 
:ITY OF LAS PERDICES ON 23 MARCH HAD BEEN POORLY RECEIVED BY THE ARMY 
~TALON! WENT ON TO SAY THAT CONTRARY TO SOME ALLEGATIONS, IT IS FAR 
~ROM CERTAIN THAT AN ATMOSPHERE OF INDISCIPLINE EXISTS AT THE ARMY 
JAR COLLEGE HE NOTED THAT THE WAR COLLEGE'S SENIOR OFFICERS HAD 
~LLOWED ACTS OF SOLIDARITY BY OFFICERS STATIONED AT THE COLLEGE WITH 
1ILITARY ACADEMY CLASSMATES ACCUSED OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. 

5. IN THE SAME MEETING, NAVY CAPTAIN JULIO ((SALAS)) POINTED 
)UT THAT THE SITUATION OF REAR ADMIRAL RAMON ANTONIO ((AROSA)), THE 
:HIEF OF THE NAVAL GENERAL STAFF (EMGA) REMAINS "DELICATE" BECAUSE OF 
rHE WIDESPREAD RESENTMENT AMONG NAVAL OFFICERS WHO PERCEIVE THAT HE 
IAS FAILED TO INTERCEDE WITH THE GOVERNMENT IN CASE OF NAVY OFFICERS 
\CCUSED OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. SALAS ADDED THAT COMMENTS BY 
liCE ADMIRAL MAXIMO ((RIVERO)) KELLY, THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE EMGA, 
[N WHICH RIVERO KELLY ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR CERTAIN ACTIONS 
)URING THE 
:OUNTERSUBVERSIVE CAMPAIGN DID NOT REPRESENT THE SENTIMENTS OF NAVY 
FFI 
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:SUBJ>SUBJ: OVERVIEW OF THE SITUATION IN THE ARMY AS A RESULT OF 
THE TRIALS ISSUE; COMMENTS ON GROUPS OF DISAFFECTED 
OFFICERS; REPORTED ASSURANCES OF THE PRESIDENT 
CONCERNING POST-TRIAL TREATMENT OF CONVICTED ARMED 
FORCES PERSONNEL 

~EPORT CLASS 
>IST: 09 APRIL 1987 
~OUNTRY: ARGENTINA 
)UBJ: OVERVIEW OF THE SITUATION IN THE ARMY AS A RESULT OF 

THE TRIALS ISSUE; COMMENTS ON GROUPS OF DISAFFECTED 
OFFICERS; REPORTED ASSURANCES OF THE PRESIDENT 
CONCERNING POST-TRIAL TREATMENT OF CONVICTED ARMED 
FORCES PERSONNEL 

>UMMARY: ESCRIBED ARMY-ADMINISTRATION 
~ELATIONS EARL T WEEK OF MARCH 1987 AS "DELICATE," 
\LTHOUGH HE SAID HE KNOWS OF NO PLOTTING FOR A COUP D'ETAT OR OF ACTS 
)F DEFIANCE BY ARMY OFFICERS FACING TRIALS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
TIOLATIONS AL IN THE COUNTERSUBVERSIVE CAMPAIGN OF 
rHE 1970'S. ABOUT THE APPEARANCE OF "SUPPORT 
;ROUPS" FOR OFFICERS ACCUSED OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS AND NOTED 
rHAT THESE GROUPS COULD COMPLICATE EFFORTS TO HAVE ACCUSED OFFICERS 
~AKE COURT APPEARANCES. HE MENTIONED TWO GROUPS OF DISAFFECTED 
>FFICERS, BUT HE DISMISSED THE GROUPS AS HAVING LITTLE OR NO 
CMPORTANCE. HE ESTIMATED THAT TENSIONS WOULD RISE WHEN THE COURTS 
>TART HEARING CASES OF OFFICERS ONCE ASSIGNED TO THE FORMER I CORPS 
\NO THAT NEW EFFORTS WOULD APPEAR IN AN ATTEMPT TO PRESSURE THE 
;oVERNMENT TO STOP THE TRIALS, EFFORTS WHICH WOULD INCLUDE A 
'SYCHOLOGICAL CAMPAIGN. 
rEXT: 1. EARLY IN THE LAST WEEK OF MARCH 1987, 

TI BETWEEN THE ARMY AND THE 
\DMINISTRATION REMAINED "DELICATE" AS A RESULT OF THE IMPENDING 
rRIALS OF ARMED FORCES (FFAA) PERSONNEL WHO ALLEGEDLY COMMITTED HUMAN 
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THEN PLOTTING A C 
rHAT TO DATE, SENIOR ARMY COMMANDERS HAD MANAGED TO 
>UBORDINATES TO COMPLY WITH SUMMONSES FROM CIVILIAN COURTS DIRECTING 
rHEIR APPEARANCE IN CASES INVOLVING THE ALLEGED HUMAN RIGHTS 
!IOLATIONS 

.2. THE APPEARANCE OF "SUPPORT 
:;ROUPS" FOR OFFICERS ACCUSED OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLAT.IONS REPRESENTED 
~OBLEM WHICH THE ARMY HIGH COMMAND THEN FACED. 1111 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIII THESE SUPPORT GROUPS CONSIST OF OFFICERS WHO GRADUATED 
~ROM THE MILI TARY ACADEMY IN THE CLASSES (" PROMOCIONES") TO WHICH 
~CCUSED OFFICERS BELONG. HE NOTED THAT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
iUPPORT GROUPS HAD CREATED A SITUATION IN WHICH ARMY OFFICERS--WHILE 
~CKNOWLEDGING THE AUTHORITY OF THE ARMY HIGH COMMAND IN ALL OTHER 
~REAS--"ANSWER" TO THE SUPPORT GROUPS ON MATTERS RELATED TO THE 
?ROSECUTION OF THEIR PEERS IN CIVILIAN COURTS. HE ADDED THAT THE 
>UPPORT GROUPS, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHICH CONSIST OF MAJORS OR 
~IEUTENANT COLONELS, WERE TRYING TO EXPAND THEIR RANGE OF CONTACT BY 
)EEKING SUPPORT FROM ARGENTINE NAVY (ARA) AND AIR FORCE (FAA) 
JFFICERS WHO GRADUATED FROM THEIR ACADEMIES IN THE SAME YEARS WHICH 
rHE GROUPS REPRESENT. HE MADE THE POINT THAT THE ARMY HIGH COMMAND 
IAD BECOME CONCERNED BY THE POSSIBILITY THAT ONE OR MORE OFFICERS 
:ALLED BY THE CIVILIAN COURTS WOULD REFUSE TO APPEAR BECAUSE--AS A 
~ESULT OF THE FORMATION OF THE SUPPORT GROUPS--OFFICERS WOULD FEEL 
:ERTAIN THAT SUCH AN ACT OF DEFIANCE WOULD HAVE THE SUPPORT OF THEIR 
?EERS. HE ADDED THAT THIS SITUATION WOULD PLACE THE HIGH COMMAND IN 
rHE POSITION OF HAVING TO ARREST THE DEFIANT OFFICERS ON BEHALF OF 
:IVILIAN A 

4. OTHER GROUPS OF DEFIANT OR 
>ISAFFECTE RS EXIST IN THE A~MISSED THESE GROUPS 
~S HAVING LITTLE OR NO IMPORTANCE. 11111111111111 ONE SUCH GROUP, 
qHICH HE STRESSED IS QUITE SMALL, CONSISTS PRIMARILY OF RETIRED 
:OLONELS AND GENERAL OFFICERS WHO ·HAVE BEEN CALLING ACTIVELY FOR A 
:OUP D'ETAT . HE CHARACTERIZED THESE RETIRED OFFICERS AS 

IN "COFFEE HOUSE CHATTER" THAN IN SERIOUS PLANNING. 
THI P HAS NO SUPPORT AMONG SENIOR ARMY OFFICERS. 

ANOTHER GROUP, MADE UP OF ACTIVE DUTY COLONELS AND 
LS, HAS BEEN CALLING FOR MORE ACTION BY ARMY CORPS 

:OMMANDERS WHOM THE GROUP WOULD LIKE TO SEE INTIMIDATE THE 
~DMINISTRATION WITH THE THREAT OF DISRUPTING PUBLIC ORDER IN HOPES OF 
~ORCING THE GOV ETTLEMENT OF THE TRIALS ISSUE 
viTH THE FFAA. THIS SECOND GROUP BASES ITS 
?LANS ON A MODEL WHICH ITS MEMBERS SAY THE CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE 
JRUGUAYAN ARMY USED IN PRESSURING THE GOVERNMENT INTO DECLARING AN 
~MNESTY FOR URYGUAYAN OFFICERS ACCUSED OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. 
IE CLAIMED THAT ARGENTINE ARMY OFFICERS RECOGNIZE THAT THE SITUATION 
vHICH ALLOWED AN AMNESTY IN URUGUAY DOES NOT EXIST IN ARGENTINA AND 
rHAT, CONSE UENTLY THE GROUP E ARMY. 

5. TENSIONS WOULD 
~ISE CONSIDERABLY WH IAN COURTS BEGIN .HEARING CASES OF 
~LLEGED HUMAN RIGHTS ITTED BY OFFICERS ONCE ASSIGNED TO 
rHE FORMER I CORPS. THESE CASES WOULD BRING 
\BOUT NEW EFFORTS IN CERTAIN QUARTERS IN THE ARMY TO PRESSURE THE 
;oVERNMENT TO HALT THE TRIALS HE POINTED OUT THAT THE ARMY WAR 
:OLLEGE AND T ARMY I THE CENTER OF A 
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6. ENDED HIS REMARKS BY SAYING THAT MAJOR GENERAL 
lECTOR LUIS NU HAD RECEIVED PRIVAT~ ASSURANCES FROM 
'RESIDENT RAUL ( (ALFONSIN) ) THAT THE PRESIDENT WOULD PARDON, OR. 
:OMMUTE THE SENTENCES OF, FFAA PERSONNEL WHO, ACCORDING TO A 
IETERMINATION BY THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH, HAD ACTED IN COMPLIANCE WITH 
IRDERS--THE PRINCIPLE OF DUE OB 
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:or&'!'> .l:'.t<'E : .:::H ·J.· 
iJ,·T: ~~B SORZANO VAX NSJHO 

:PREC> IMMEDIATE<CLAS> SECRET<OSRI> RUEHBU<DTG> 161321Z APR 87 
:ORIG>FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
:TO>TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7948 

:SUBJ>SUBJECT: ALFONSIN PLANS TO HANDLE INSURRECTION ACTION 

:TEXT> 
J 8 9 R 8 ~ BUENOS AIRES 03794 
~XDIS 

~.0. 12356: DECL:OADR 
rAGs: · PGOV, MARR, AR 
>UBJECT : ALFONSIN PLANS TO HANDLE INSURRECTION ACTION 
l . ~ ENTIRE TEXT 
~. AT REQUEST PRESIDENT, SOURROUILLE GAVE ME A SUMMARY 
)F GOVERNMENT PLANS TO HANDLE THE INSURRECTION SITUATION 
CN ONE UNIT IN CORDOBA WHERE ONE MAJOR WHO WAS SUPPOSED 
ro APPEAR IN COURT ON HUMAN RIGHTS CHARGES APRIL 15 HAS 
~EEN GIVEN PROTECTION BY THIS REGIMENT. 

3. AS MORNING PRESS MAKES CLEAR, MAJOR BARREIRO WAS 
)ISCHARGED DISHONORABLY FROM THE ARMY LAST NIGHT. 
\LFONSIN HAS CANCELLED HIS NEEDED EASTER VACATION AND 
[S COORDINATING OPERATIONS WITH HIS .KEY ADVISORS. 
1. HIS POLICY IS TO BE FIRM BUT TO HANDLE THE SITUATIO 
:AREFULLY. THE GOA DOES NOT YET HAVE FORCES POSITIONED 
?OR A THREATENED OR ACTUAL CONFRONTATION. 
'· A STATE OF SIEGE WILL BE DECLARED PROBABLY TODAY 
\NO THE CONGRESS CALLED TO RATIFY IT. EFFORTS ARE 
\LREADY UNDERWAY TO OBTAIN SUPPORT FROM OPPOSITION 
POLITI CIANS, BUSINESSMEN AND OTHER GROUPS TO MAKE 
:LEAR THE ENTIRE COUNTRY IS BEHIND THE PRESIDENT. 
5. THE PRESIDENT WILL TRY TO DRAW THE LINE ON THIS 
~IRST CASE TO AVOID AN UNRAVELLING OF HIS AUTHORITY. 
7. I PASS.ED THE MESSAGE TO ALFONS IN THAT WE ARE, AS IN 
rHE PAST, PREPARED TO BE HELPFUL TO THE EXTENT WE CAN , 
INCLUDING A POTENTIAL STATEMENT HERE OR IN WASHINGTON 
3UT ONLY INCORPORATING ANY SUCH STATEMENT IN 
~LFONSIN ' S OVERALL STRATEGY. 

9. COMMENT : CORDOBA HAS HISTORICALLY BEEN THE HOTBED 
)F MILITARY UNREST, BUT EVENTS THERE HAVE HISTORICALLY 
BEEN LOCALIZED IF THEY DO NO~ RECEIVE MAJOR SUPPORT 
gLSEWHERE. WE BELIEVE ALFONSIN WILL MOUNT VIGOROUS 
~EGOTIATION EFFORTS TO RESOLVE THE SITUATION OF THIS 
JFFICER WHILE RALLYING THE COUNTRY BEHIND THE 
30VERNMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE RULE OF LAW INCLUDING THE 
~PPEARANCE IN COURT OF THOSE ACTIVE MILITARY OFFI CERS 
CALLED. THE COUNTRY WILL GIVE THIS SUPPORT. 
9. UNTIL WE GET A SPECIFIC REQUEST FOR A STATEMENT 
FROM ALFONSIN, I URGE THE DEPARTMENT NOT COMMENT. 
~ U.S. STATEMENT MIGHT DELAY SUPPORT FROM SOME 
DOMESTIC GROUPS, AND ANY EVENTUAL STATEMENT SHOULD 
FIT PRECISELY WITHIN THE OVERALL STRATEGY WHI CH 
~LFONSIN, JAUNARENA, NOSIGLIA, AND OTHERS HAVE BEEN 
PREPARING FOR OVER A MONTH FOR JUST THE CURRENT 
SCENARIO. BARREIRO'S ACTION WAS NOT A SURPRISE. 
10. NOTE: THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF THE CONTADORA AND 
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~ORNING AND THE GOA CAN ARRANGE THEIR SUPPORT IF SUCH 
~ITS THEIR STRATEGY. GILDRED 
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'IJ ..... ..., .A. II" .... , ...... • - - -

>~T:'EqB VAX NSJHO 

:PREC SECRET<OSRI> RUEAIA6<DTG> 170209Z APR 87 
:ORIG 
:TO> TO 
~UEHC/DEPT OF STATE//FOR INR 
WEKJCS/DIA 
~UEATRS/TREASURY DEPT 

:SUBJ>SUBJ: INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THE ARGENTINE ARMY'S 

~TEXT> 

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION CENTER CONCERNING 
THE REBELLION OF THE 14TH INFANTRY REGIMENT 
(AIRBORNE) AND RELATED TOPICS 

~** INCOMPLETE CABLE *** 

JIST: 
:OUNTRY: 
3UBJ: 

)0I: 

16 AP~IL 1987 
ARGENTINA 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THE ARGENTINE ARMY'S 
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION CENTER CONCERNING 
THE REBELLION OF THE 14TH INFANTRY REGIMENT 
(AIRBORNE) AND RELATED TOPICS 
16 APRIL 1987 

E TO THE CENTER CONCERNING THE SITUATION IN 
IN WHICH A NOW-FORMER ACTIVE DUTY MAJOR SOUGHT AND OBTAINED 

5UPPORT AND PROTECTION FROM AN ARMY UNIT. HE PROVIDED AN ASSESSMENT 
)F THE SITUATION AS NOTED THE ARMY'S EFFORTS TO RESOLVE IT. HE ALSO 
~ROVIDED INFORMATION ON THE ADMINISTRATION'S PLANS FOR DEALING WITH 
rHE SITUATION CAUSED BY THE REBELLIOUS OFFICER AND UNIT. HE 
)ESCRIBED AN INCIDENT WHICH HAD TAKEN PLACE ON 15 APRIL AT THE ARMY'S 
"CAMPO DE MAYO" BASE , AND HE NOTED THAT THE ARMY · GENERAL STAFF SEES 

KE DAY I MIL 
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INFORMED MAJOR GENERAL HECTOR ((RIOS)) 
RENU, THE CHIEF OF THE ARMY GENERAL STAFF ( EMGE ) , THAT RIOS HAS HIS 
UPPORT BUT THAT FICHERA DOES NOT HAVE ENOUGH MEN TO SEIZE THE 14TH 
NFANTRYtS COMPOUND BY FORCE. FICHERA .. 
. LSO TOLD RIOS THAT TWO OTH~R PRINCIPAL REGIMENTS IN THE CORDOBA AREA 
·- THE SECOND INFANTRY ( AIRBORNE ) AND THE 5TH ARTILLERY, AS WELL AS 
.IRBORNE ENGINEER AND COMMUNICATIONS COMPANIES, HAD SAID TO HIM THAT 
.LTHOU.GH THEY DO NOT SUPPORT THE ACTIVITIES OF THE 14TH REGIMENT, 

FORCE IN AN ATTEMPT TO ARREST BARREIRO. 
POLO IS AN ARDENT NATIONALIST AND A 

'OLL NATIONALIST ARMY COLONEL MOHAMED ALI 
(SEI 

2. ON 16 APRIL THAT BARREIRO AND 
"!IS S ECTIVE OF CAUSING PROBLEMS FOR 
'HE GOVERNMENT WHILE NOT A COUP D'ETAT. HE NOTED THAT 
~HESE OFFICERS BELIEVE THAT BARREIRO AND OTHERS HAVE BEEN ACCUSED 
INJUSTLY AND THAT THEY PROBABLY WANT TO CALL ATTENTION TO THEIR 
:ITUAT THAT THE OFFICERS SUPPORTING AND SHELTERING 
•AGE 5 B 8 8 !R 8 'f 
IARRERIRO HAVE NO SPECIFIC PLANS OTHER THAN PROTECTING HIM AND OTHERS 
7HO WISH TO TAKE REFUGE IN ARMY UNITS. HE ALSO SAID BARREIRO CLAIMS 
~0 HAVE SUPPORT IN 30 ARMY UNITS T T HE ADDED 
~HAT THIS IS ONLY A BOAST. WENT ON TO 
;AY THE CENTER BELIEVES THAT BARREIRO AND HIS SUPPORTERS DO NOT HAVE 
~NY SUPPORT FROM ACTIVE DUTY GENERAL OFFICERS OR COLONELS, BUT RATHER 
?HAT HIS SUPPORT COMES FROM LIEUTENANT COLONELS, MAJORS, AND 
:APT AI 

3. WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE ADMINISTRATION 
:URRENTLY IS LANNING TO LET THE ARMY DEAL WITH THE BARREIR0-14TH 
:NFANTRY AFFAIR. HE POINTED OUT THAT SENIOR EMGE OFFICERS HAD CALLED 
>OLO THROUGHOUT THE DAY IN UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPTS TO CONVINCE HIM TO 
>URRENDER BARREIRO TO THE AUTHORITIES. HE NOTED THAT AS OF THE 
~FTERNOON OF 16 APRIL, THE ADMINISTRATION WAS PLANNING TO GIVE THE 
~RMY MORE TIME IN WH ICH TO SETTLE THE AFFAIR PEACEFULLY. HE ALSO 
)AID THE ARMY HAD PLANNED TO SEND MAJOR GENERAL MARIO JAIME 
: (SANCHEZ)), THE VICE CHIEF OF THE EMGE TO CORDOBA WITH THE MISSION 
)F TRYING TO CONVINCE POLO TO SURRENDER THE MAJOR. HE ADDED THAT THE 
:RIM H~ION TO THE EFFECT THAT THE GOVERNMENT PLANS TO 
?AGE 6 3 E C R E I . 
lAVE T EDERAL POLICE (PFA) OR THE PARAMILITARY NATIONAL 
3ENDARMERIE GN ATTEMPT TO SEIZE BARREIRO BY FORCE. 

4 . THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT (GOA) 
[S PLANNING A LARGE PUBLICITY AND PSYCHOLOGICAL ACTION CAMPAIGN WHICH 
viLL INVOLVE ARGENTINES FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE AND FOREIGN POLITICAL 
)IGNITARIES IN CALLING PUBLICLY FOR SUPPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATION. 
)N 16 APRIL, THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENCY CONVENED GROUPS OF 
\RGENTINES REPRESENTING DIFFERENT POLITICAL SECTORS AT GOVERNMENT 
:lOUSE ( THE "CASA ROSADA") TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION. LEOPOLDO 
( ( MOREAU )) . IS ONE LEADING FIGURE OF THE GOVERNING RADICAL CIVIC UNION 
(UCR) WHO FAVORS THE GOVERNMENT'S TAKING IMMEDIATE AND STRONG ACTION 
~GAINST BARREIRO AND HIS SUPPORTERS IN THE 14TH INFANTRY. 1111111 

A POLITICIAN ATTENDING A MEETING AT 
rHE "CASA ROSADA" RECOMMENDED THAT THE GOVERNMENT ASK ARMY PERSONNEL 
ro LEAVE THEIR BARRACKS AND DEMONSTRATE IN THE STREETS IN FAVOR OF 
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" ~DIS'l'>SI'l'! ~Utj VAX 
1 

<CLAS> SECRET<OSRI> RUEAIIA<DTG> 090158Z APR 87 
~0 

~TO 
WEHC/DEPT OF 
WEKJCS/DIA 
~UEATRS/TREASURY 

ITE 

INR 

~UCBSAA/USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA 

:SUBJ>SUBJ: COMMENTS BY ARMY AND NAVAL INTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL 

mBJ: 

CONCERNING THE SITUATION IN THEIR SERVICES AS A RESULT 
OF THE TRIALS ISSUE 

08 APRIL 1987 
ARGENTINA 
COMMENTS BY ARMY AND NAVAL INTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL 
CONCERNING THE SITUATION IN THEIR SERVICES AS A RESULT 
OF THE TRIALS ISSUE 

, HE DID NOT 
:DENTIFY, HAD TOLD MAJOR GENERAL HECTOR LUIS ((RIOS)) ERENU, THE 
:HIEF OF THE EMGE, IN EARLY APRIL THAT THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF THEIR 
lEGIMENTS WERE PREPARED TO HARBOR, AND TO DEFEND WITH THEIR WEAPONS 
:F NECESSARY, ANY MEMBERS OF THEIR UNITS WHO DID NOT WANT TO APPEAR 
IEFORE CIVILIAN COURTS TO ANSWER CHARGES 
:OUNTERSUBVERSIVE CAMPAIGN OF THE 1970'S. 
~ODED THAT ACCORDING TO AN OFFICER WHO HAD SPOKEN WITH · 
~HE CHIEF OF THE ARMY GENERAL STAFF HAD ADVISED MINISTER OF DEFENSE 
lOSE HORACIO ((JAUNARENA)) OF THIS INFORMATION AND THAT JAUNARENA IN 
?URN HAD SPOKEN WITH PRESIDENT RAUL ((ALFONSIN)). HE NOTED THAT 
tEPORTEDLY, ALFONSIN HAD TOLD THE DEFENSE MINISTER THAT HE WOULD 
liSCUSS THE MATTER FURTHER FOLLOWING THE APRIL VISIT OF POPE ((JOHN 
'AUL II ) ) 

2. WENT ON TO SAY THAT ANOTHER 
>FFICER, WHOM HE DID NOT IDENFITY EXCEPT TO POIN~ OUT THAT HE WAS A 
tEPRESENTATIVE OF MILITARY ACADEMY GRADUATING CLASSES ("PROMOCIONES") 
19 TO 107, HAD SPOKEN TO RIOS ERENU IN WEEK OF 22 MARCH ABOUT THE 
:ASE OF ARMY CAPTAIN ENRIQUE ((MONES)) RUIZ, WHO IS EXPECTED TO FACE 
>ETENTION AND TRIAL IN THE COMING MONTHS. HE NOTED THAT THE OFFICER 
~D TOLD RIOS ERENU THAT MEMBERS OF THE CLASSES HAD NO IDEA ABOUT THE 
~NNER I N WH~ CH THEY SHOULD DEAL WITH THE CASE OF MONES, IF INDEED 
'HAT SHOULD DO ANYTHING AT ALL . HE AD DED THAT THE OF FICER HAD ALSO 
:AID THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE GRADUATING CLASSES FELT LEADERLESS, 
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' ~O~ING ,THAT THEY HAD LOOKED TO ARMY COLONEL MOHAMED ALI 
: (SEil'f~LDIN) ) , WHO WAS 

, FOR GUIDANCE. 
THE REPRESENTATIVE OFFICER FINALLY 

THAT THE CLASSES WOULD NOT PLAN ANY ACTION ON 
MONES. 

THAT OFFICERS AT THE MAIN 
ELGRANO AND ARA OFFICERS 

NOT RECEIVED WELL A LETTER 
LY HAD SENT TO A BUENOS AIRES 

WITH THE LETTER-- WHICH 
ON THE TRIALS ISSUE, THE 

HIS ARA 
WHOM HE DID 

IN THE 

4. FINALLY, THE SITUATION OF NAVY 
.IEUTENANT ALFREDO , R HUMAN RIGHTS 
7IOLATIONS ALLEGEDLY COMMITTED AS THE NAVAL MECHANICS SCHOOL (ESMA). 
IE NOTED THAT ALTHOUGH SUPPOSEDLY UNDER DETENTION AT THE PUERTO 
iELGRANO BASE, ASTIZ HAS BEEN SEEN ON THE STREETS OF BUENOS AIRES ON 
;EVERAL OCCASIONS. HE CLAIMED THAT VICE ADMIRAL RAMON ANTONIO 
(AROSA)), THE CHIEF OF THE NAVY GENERAL STAFF, AND THE COMMANDER OF 
~HE .P9ERTO BELGRANO BASE HAD DISCUSSED THE MATTER OF ASTIZ' DETENTION 
iliD HAD REACHED THE CONCLUSION THAT THEY CANNOT AND SHOULD NOT DO 
~NYTHING ABOUT THE LI EUTENANT' L THE BASE. 
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iiT: · E.OB VAX 

:PREC>~ATE<CLAS> SECRET<OSRI> RUEAIIA<DTG> 160659Z APR 87 
:ORIG>--
-NPIC 

~TATE//INR/DSTAD 
mEKJCS/DIA 
tUE~TRS/TREASURY DEPT 
tUEHSE/ SECRET SERVI CE//FOR ID 
tUEHFB/ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

:SUBJ>SUBJECT: REBELLION OF THE ARGENTINE ARMY'S 14TH INFANTRY 
REGIMENT (AIRBORNE); INITIAL DECISION OF PRESIDENT 
ALFONSIN TO FORCE THE ARREST OF OFFICERS INVOLVED 

~EPORT 

JIST: 
:OUNTRY: 
>OBJECT: 

LA 
16 APRIL 1987 
ARGENTINA 
REBELLION OF THE ARGENTINE ARMY'S 14TH INFANTRY 
REGIMENT (AIRBORNE); INITIAL DECISION OF PRESIDENT 
ALFONSIN TO FORCE THE ARREST OF OFFICERS INVOLVED 
15 APRIL 1987 

L ENRIQUE DEL PINO , 
:HARGE OF AN ARGENTINE ARMY MILITARY INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION CENTER 
: cRIM) OFFICE INVOLVED IN COORDINATION AND LIAISON MATTERS, COMMENTED 
)N 15 APRIL 1987 THAT EARLIER IN THE DAY, OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS OF 
rHE ARMY'S 14TH INFANTRY REGIMENT (AIRBORNE) HAD DECLARED LOCAL 
:ONTROL OF THE REGIMENT IN ORDER TO PROTECT MAJOR ERNESTO G. 
: (BARREIRO)) , AN ACTIVE DUTY ARMY OFFICER WHO HAD FLED TO THE 
~EGIMENT RATHER THAN REPORT TO A CIVILIAN COURT IN CORDOBA WITH 
~EGA.RD TO CHARGES OF COMMITTING HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN THE 
:OUNTERSUBVERSIVE CAMPAIGN OF THE 1970'S. DEL PINO IDENTIFIED THE 
rHREE KEY OFFICERS INVOLVED IN THE INCIDENT AT THE 14TH INFANTRY 
~EGIMENT AS BERREIRO AND LIEUTENANT COLONELS ((SCHIERANO ) ) (FNU) AND 
! (GONZALEZ ) ) NAYA (FNU). HE ADDED THAT A TOTAL OF SEVENTEEN OFFICERS 
\ RE INVOLVED, INCLUDI NG OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO OTHER UNITS OF III 
:ORPS , TO WHICH THE 1 4TH INFANTRY IS SUBORDINATE. HE ALSO SAID THAT 
fHESE SEVENTEEN OFFICERS CAN CALL ON THE SUPPORT OF OTHER OFFICERS 
~HO FOUGHT IN THE COUNTERSUBVERSIVE CAMPAIGN AND WHO ARE ASSIGNED 
rHROUGHOUT THE ARMY. HE ASSERTED THAT BRIGADIER GENERAL ANTONINO 
( ( FICHERA)), THE III CORPS COMMANDER, AND HIS MOST SENIOR OFFICERS 
~ERE ALLOWING THE INCIDENT IN THE 14TH INFANTRY TO DEVELOP AND WERE 
~OT TAKING ANY STEPS TO BLOCK IT, BUT HE DID NOT EXPLAIN OR EXPAND 
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4TH · INFAI'lTRY . THE UNIT IS A PARATROOP REGIMENT AND IT CON~ l~ 'l'~ ur· 
'RUFES~IONAL SOLDIERS WHO ARE WILLING TO FIGHT AND TO TAKE CASUALTIES 
:HOULD 
INIT. 

A MAJ 
'HAT TIME , AS WERE LIEUTENANT COLONEL GUILLERMO ENRIQUE ((GONZALEZ)) 
JAYA AND MAJOR ARTURO FELIX ((GONZALEZ)) NAYA. THE TWO OFFICERS WHO 
JERE MAJORS IN 1982 MAY BE IDENTICAL WITH THE TWO LIEUTENANT COLONELS 
IF WH.OM DEL PINO SPOKE. ) 

2. DEL PINO WENT ON TO SAY THAT AT 1900 HOURS. (LOCAL) ON 15 . 
• PRIL, PRESIDENT RAUL ((ALFONSIN)) HAD ORDERED THE MINISTER OF 
IEFENSE (MOD) , THE NATIONAL GENDARMERIE (GN), AND THE ARGENTINE 
'EDERAL POLICE (PFA) TO RETAKE THE 14TH INFANTRY AND TO ARREST 
IARREIRO. HE POINTED OUT, HOWEVER, THAT THE PRESIDENT WAS STILL 
lECEIVING CONFLICTING ADVICE WITH REGARD TO THE MANNER IN WHICH HE 
:HOULD HANDLE THE SITUATION. HE NOTED THAT ENRIQUE "COTI" 
(NOSIGLIA)) OF THE NATIONAL COORDINATING BOARD (JCN OR 

'COORDINADORA"), OTHER MODERATE MEMBERS OF THE FACTION, AND HE WERE 
:OUNSELING THE PRESIDENT TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE OFFICERS WHO HAD TAKEN 
IVER THE 14TH INFANTRY, WHILE MORE LEFTIST ADVISORS, INCLUDING A 
!EMBER OF THE ((STORANI)) FAMILY, WERE TELLING HIM THAT HE SHOULD ACT 
!UICKLY TO RETAKE THE REGIMENT. DEL PINO ADDED THAT THE 
~DMINISTRATION WAS ATTEMPTING TO PLACE A NEWS BLACKOUT ON THE 
~AKEOVER OF THE 14TH INFANTRY AND IS CENSORING ALL ITEMS PERTAINING 
~0 THE INCIDENT. 

3. 
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' ~.~ 

~PREC> <CLAS> SECRET<OSRI> RUEAIIA<DTG> 080052Z APR 87 
~OR 

~TO 
\UEHC/DEPT OF STATE//FOR INR 
\UEKJCS/DIA 
\UEATRS/TREASURY DEPT 

\UEOEHA/USCINCSO 
\UCBSAA/USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA 

~SUBJ>SUBJ: COMMENTS BY AN OFFICER ASSIGNED TO NAVY HEADQUARTERS 
CONCERNI NG ATTITUDES IN THE COUNCIL OF ADMIRALS. AND 
CONCERNING DISCONTENT IN THE NAVY 

!. : .. \ ! 

CONCERNING ATTITUDES IN THE COUNCIL OF ADMIRALS AND 
CONCERNING DISCONTENT IN THE NAVY 

• ~' • ! - • ! 

• ~ • ! : •! : • u .!: • •: 

CH REPRESENTS THE SERVICE'S FLAG OFFICERS, 
FIRM COMMITMENT FOR CAPPING THE LARGE AMOUNT 

FICERS IN THE RANKS OF LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 
WITH REGARD TO THE IMPENDING CIVILIAN COURT TRIALS OF 
ACCUSED OF HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN THE COUNTERSUBVERSIVE 

THE COMMITMENT OF WHICH 
A PERCEIVED LACK OF 

B THE I-ADMINISTRATION 
\CTIVITIES HAS PREVENTED JUNIOR OFFICERS FROM DECLARING ~ 
JNWILLINGNESS TO ANSWER SUMMONSES FROM CIVILIAN COURTS. 1111111111111 
rHAT FOR ITS PART, THE COUNCIL OF ADMIRALS HOPES TO SACRIFICE THE 
\CTIVE DUTY AND RETIRED ARA PERSONNEL ALREADY ACCUSED OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
\BUSES A~P OF NAVAL PERSONNEL RESPONSIBLE FOR SUCH 
\BUSES. IIIIIIIIIIIIIIITHE COUNCIL HAD TAKEN THIS POSITION IN HOPE 
rHAT THE ARA COULD EMERGE FROM THE CURRENT SITUATION UNCHANGED AS AN 
£NSTITUTI BERS STILL IN CHARGE. 

POINT OUT THAT RESISTANCE, AS 
THE NAVY TOWARD THE IMPENDING TRIALS OF ARA 

?ERSONNEL HAS TAKEN THE FORM OF A PSYCHOLOGICAL CAMPAIGN DESIGNED TO 
1AGNIFY THE UNDERCURRENT OF DISCONTENT IN THE SERVICE IN AN EFFORT TO 
?LACE PRESSURE ON THE EXECUTIVE AND JUDICIAL BRANCHE~HE 
[MPRESSION THAT CONSTITUTIONAL ORDER IS THREATENED. 11111111111111 
\MONG ACTIVE DUTY OFFICERS, THIS RESISTANCE IS DIRECTED BY LEADING 
~IGURES OF SEVERAL NAVAL ACADEMY GRADUATING CLASSES, OFF I CERS AND 
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. . . 
[olNTI~~y: THE EFFORTS OF THESE GROUPS IS COMPLEMENTED 
3Y A GROUP OF RETIRED ARA PERSONNEL WHO CALL FOR MORE HARD-LINE 
1EASURES AND ~D IT, ARE PRONE TO THINK IN TERMS OF A 
:OUP D'ETAT. 111111111111111 HOWEVER, THAT ACTIVE DUTY OFFICERS 
~EMAIN MORE CIRCUMSPECT ABOUT CALLS FOR ACTION SINCE IN THE ABSENCE 
JF SUPPORT E THEIR CAREERS. 

3. THE ARA'S TOP COMMAND IS MOST 
:ONCERNED ABOUT REACTIONS OF NAVAL PERSONNEL AT THE TIME AT WHICH THE 
:IVI LIAN COURTS HAND DOWN SENTENCES IN THE CASE OF .THE ACTIVE DU.T:( 
\ND RETIRED OFFI CERS NOW FACING T~IGH COMMAND EXPECTS 
ro OCCUR BEFORE THE END OF 1987. IIIIIIIIIIIIIII THE COUNCIL OF 
\DMIRALS BELIEVES THAT THE REMOVAL OF VICE ADMIRAL RAMON ((AROSA)) AS 
rHE CHIEF OF THE NAVY GENERAL STAF ENT ONE WAY OF 
~ESSENING TENSION IN THE SERVICE. MANY ARA 
)FFICERS SEE AROSA AS BUCKLING ION BY FAILING 
ro DEFEND THE ACTIONS OF HIS SUBORDINATES WHO NOW FACE TRIAL BY 
>AYING THAT THEY E 
3ENIOR OFFICERS. 
JFFICERS ASSIGNED TO THE ARA'S PRINCIPAL OPERATING BA E 
~ELGRANO HAD REGISTERED THE STRONGEST RESISTANCE THUS FAR TOWARD 
\ROSA. 
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<CLAS> SECRET<OSRI> ROEAIIA<DTG> 152148Z APR 87 
<OR 
(TO 
~UEHC/DEPT OF STATE//FOR INR 
~UEKJCS/DIA 
~UEATRS/TREASURY DEPT 

~UCBSAA/USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA 

<SUBJ>SUBJ: VIEWS OF PRESIDENT ALFONSIN ON THE ISSUE OF PARDONS 
FOR ARMED FORCES OFFICERS; THE PRESIDENT'S ASSESSMENT 
OF THE SITUATION IN THE ARMED FORCES 

REPORT CLASS ...... ~~~ 
JIST: 15 APRIL 1987 
:OUNTRY: ARGENTINA 
SUBJ: VIEWS OF PRESIDENT ALFONSIN ON THE ISSUE OF PARDONS 

FOR ARMED FORCES OFFICERS; THE PRESIDENT'S ASSESSMENT 
OF THE SITUATION IN THE ARMED FORCES 

rEXT: 1. IN THE WEEK OF 15 MARCH 1987, ARGENTINE PRESIDENT RAUL 
((ALFONSIN)) TOLD THE CHIEFS OF THE GENERAL STAFFS OF THE THREE ARMED 
SERVICES AND PRESIDENTIAL ADVISERS THAT WITH A VIEW TOWARD EVENTUALLY 
3RANTING PARDONS, HE WAS THEN INTENDING TO REVIEW THE TRIALS AND 
:ONVICTIONS OF ANY ARMED FORCES (FFAA) OFFICERS ACCUSED OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN THE COUNTERSUBVERSIVE CAMPAIGN OF THE 1970'S. 
PRESIDENT ALFONSIN NOTED THAT A KEY DETERMINATION WITH REGARD TO A 
DECISION TO GRANT A PARDON WOULD CONSIST IN A CHIEF OF A SERVICE 
3ENERAL STAFF STIPULATING THAT AN INDIVIDUAL IN QUESTION WAS 
FOLLOWING THE ORDERS OF A SUPERIOR OFFICER. THE PRESIDENT ADDED THAT 
~NCE THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH DETERMINES THAT SUCH A STIPULATION IS 
CORRECT, A PARDON WOULD BE GRANTED TO THE INDIVIDUAL CONCERNED-
~ITHOUT SPECIFIC APPLICATION OF THE PRINCIPLE OF ''DUE OBEDIENCE." 
~LFONSIN MADE THAT POINT THAT PARDONS WOULD NOT BE GRANTED TO 
INDIVIDUALS FOUND GUILTY OF PREMEDITATED MURDER, MURDER FOR GAIN, OR 
rORTURE. 

2. ALSO IN THE WEEK OF 15 MARCH, PRESIDENT ALFONSIN TOLD 
~DVISERS THAT HE FEELS THE CRISIS WHICH EXISTS IN THE ARMED FORCES AS 
THE RESULT OF THE TRIALS ISSUE WOULD COME TO A HAPPY ENDING IN 1988, 
~S HE PHRASED IT . THE PRESIDENT WENT ON TO SAY HE BELIEVES THAT 
SENIOR ARMY AND NAVY OFFICERS HAD EXAGERATED TO HIM THE DISCONTENT IN 
THEIR SERVICES IN HOPES OF PRESSURING THE ADINISTRATION INTO 
DECLARING AN AMNESTY--SOMETHING WHICH ALFONSIN STRESSED HIS . ~ . . . ~ . . . 
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?1\.tQDUCtlD IN THE ARMED FORCES AND BETWEEN THE ARMEU l''UtH.:.tt:s ..1-\l'W 'J:n!!. 

\DMINISTRATION. SPECULATION--SOME OF IT APPARENTLY WELL-FOUNDED-
~NGES FROM THE POSSIBILITY OF THE NATIONAL CONGRESS' GRANTING AN 
\MNESTY TO THE ADMINISTRATION'S PERMITTING THE CIVILIAN COURTS TO 
:ARRY OUT THEIR FUNCTIONS UNDER ARGENTINE LAW. SEVERAL REPORTS HAVE 
~OTED THE POSSIBILITY OF PRESIDENTIAL PARDONS FOR FFAA PERSONNEL 
:ONVICTED OF CRIMES DURING THE COUNTERSUBVERSIVE CAMPAIGN . THE 
3RANTING OF PARDONS, HOWEVER, WOULD DRAW OUT THE TRIALS ISSUE WELL 
[NTO 1988 AT LEAST AND WOULD NOT QUICKLY DIFFUSE THE SITUATION IN THE 
\RMED FORCES BECAUSE MI.LITARY PERSONNEL . FIRST WOULD RAVE TO BE . 
:ONVICTED--WHICH MANY MILITARY OFFICERS MIGHT FIND UNPALABTABLE--AND 
rHEN EXERCISE THE RIGHT OF APPEAL. 
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" v J. LJ J.. ~ r .r:~.-J. : ;:, .L .J. 

SI,T: ~PB VAX NSJHO ~~ 

<PREC> IMMEDIATE<CLAS> SECRET<OSRI> RUEHBU<DTG> 162239Z APR 87 
<ORIG>FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
<TO>TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7989 
INFO RUEOEHA/USCINCSO QUARRY HEIGHTS PN 
RUCBSAA/USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA 
RUEOSBA/USAFSO HOWARD AFB PN//DOI/LAI// 

<SUBJ>SUBJECT: GOA SEEKS BROAD-BASED PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR 
DEMOCRACY IN RESPONSE TO MAJOR'S DEFIANCE 

<TEXT> 
8 8 8 R 8 ~ SECTION 01 OF 02 BUENOS AIRES 03868 
CINCSO AND CINCLANT ALSO FOR INTAFF 
E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PGOV, MARR, AR 
SUBJECT: GOA SEEKS BROAD-BASED PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR 

DEMOCRACY IN RESPONSE TO MAJOR'S DEFIANCE 
REF: BUENOS AIRES 3816 
1. (S- ENTIRE TEXT:) 

-BEGIN SUMMARY-
2. SUMMARY: A KEY ELEMENT IN GOA'S IMMEDIATE 
RESPONSE TO MAJOR BARREIRO'S DEFIANCE OF CORDOBA 
FEDERAL COURT IS EFFORT TO BRING FORTH AN OUTPOURING 
OF PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS AND RULE 
OF PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTION AND RULE 
OF LAW WITH A VIEW TO DEMONSTRATING TO DISSIDENT ARMY 
ELEMENTS THAT THEY HAVE NO POPULAR SUPPORT. WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT DECLARATION OF A STATE OF SIEGE IS A 
POSSIBLE PARALLEL STEP TO HIGHTEN PUBLIC PERCEPTION 
OF SERIOUSNESS OF SITUATION. THE GOA HAS THUS FAR 
NOT MOVED TO HAVE BARREIRO CAPTURED FORCIBLY, ALTHOUGH 
THE JUDICIAL ORDER OF CAPTURE HAS BEEN PASSED BY MOD 
TO THE ARMY. BARREIRO AND HIS MID- LEVEL ARMY 
SUPPORTERS REMAIN TOTALLY CONVINCED THEY ARE RIGHT. 
THEY SAY THEIR INTENTION IS NOT TO PROVOKE A COUP , 
BUT RATHER TO SEEK VINDICATION. THE DANGER IS THAT 
RESISTANCE COULD SPREAD TO OTHER REGIMENTS, OR THAT 
LARGER UNITS , SUCH AS ARMY III CORPS, COULD TAKE UP 
BARREIRO'S CAUSE . SITUATION IS NOT LIKELY TO BE RE
SOLVED RAPIDLY. NOR ARE THERE MANY REALISTIC APPROACHES. 
AS WE HAVE SPECULATED ALL ALONG, SHARPLY HEIGHTENED 
PUBLIC CONCERN ABOUT STABILITY OF SYSTEM COULD CREATE 
BASIS FOR A POLITICAL SOLUTION, POSSIBLY IN FORM OF 
AMNESTY LEGISLATION. END SUMMARY. 
-END SUMMARY-

3. · THE GOA IS MOVING TO STIMULATE MASSIVE OUTPOURINGS 
)F PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRATIC ORDER IN AN APPARENT 
EFFORT TO BUILD PRESSURE ON BARREIRO AND HIS 
:OLLEAGUES TO GIVE UP THEIR DEFIANCE. 

NUMEROUS RADICAL AND PERONIST LEADERS WENT TO THE 
:ASA ROSADA THIS MORNING TO EXPRESS SUPPORT FOR DEMOC
RACY TO PRESIDENT ALFONSIN. 

GOA CALLED A MAJOR DEMONSTRATION WITH THE THEME 
11 DEMOCRACY OR DICTATORSHIP" TO TAKE PLACE AT 1700 
LOCAL TIME IN PLAZA DEL CONGRESO IN BUENOS AIRES. 
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.A."J,"!"r;NU.A.NCt; A'.l' Ut;riUN~'.l'RATION, CURRENTLY IN PROGRESS, 
I~ RE?ORTEDLY MASSIVE. SOME DESCRIBE TURNOUT AS 
GREATER THAN FOR POPE. LOCAL RADIO IS ASKING ALL 
RESIDENTS TO GO TO NEAREST 
SQUARE OR PLAZA TO EXPRESS THEIR SOLIDARITY. 

SIMILAR DEMONSTRATIONS ARE TAKING PLACE IN OTHER 
MAJOR CITIES. 

PRESIDENT ALFONSIN WILL ADDRESS THE NATION ON THE 
SITUATION AT 210 0 TONIGHT. . . . . . 
-~ "DEPUTY MARCELO. STUBRIN, WHO HAS BEEN INVOLVED 
IN PALACE DECISION SINCE PRE-DAWN HINTED TO US THAT 
FONMIN CAPUTO WOULD SHORTLY INITIATE AN EFFORT TO 
OBTAIN INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT. RADIO HAS ALREADY 
ANNOUNCED THAT ALFONSIN RECEIVED MESSAGES OF SUPPORT 
FROM PRESIDENTS OF BRAZIL AND PERU, PROBABLY STIMULATED 
THROUGH FONMINS HERE FOR CONTADORA MEETING. 

4. WE CONTINUE TO HEAR REPORTS THAT A DECLARATION 
OF A STATE OF SIEGE IS IMMINENT, AN~ THAT IT WILL 
INCLUDE A CURFEW. STATE OF SIEGE WOULD NOT APPEAR 
TO HAVE ANY OSTENSIBLE EFFECT ON SITUATION IN CORDOBA, 
BUT WOULD SERVE TO ALERT COUNTRY CLEARLY TO DANGER 
IMPLICIT IN SITUATION AND STIMULATE PRESSURE FOR 
RESOLUTION. 

5. THE GOA HAS THUS FAR NOT MOVED TO HAVE BARREIRO 
CAPTURED FORCIBLY, ALTHOUGH THE JUDICIAL ORDER FOR 
CAPTURE HAS BEEN PASSED BY MOD TO ARMY. AT THIS 
POINT, IT APPEARS UNLIKELY THAT ARMY III CORPS WILL 
~GREE TO USE FORCE AGAINST ITS 14TH REGIMENT. CALLING 
IN GENDARMERIA IS POSSIBLE FUTURE OPTION, BUT LONG 
rERM CONSEQUENCES OF SUCH A MOVE WOULD B~ WEIGHTY. BY 
POSTPONING USE OF FORCE, GOA IS ATTEMPTING TO HOLD 
DOOR OPEN TO SOME SORT OF NEGOTIATED OR POLITICAL 
SOLUTION. 
; E C R E T SECTION 02 OF 02 BUENOS AIRES 03868 
:INCSO AND CINCLANT ALSO FOR INTAFF 
~.0. 12356: DECL: OADR 
rAGS : PGOV, MARR, AR 
iUBJECT: GOA SEEKS BROAD-BASED PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR 
>. BARREIRO AND HIS MID-LEVEL ARMY SUPPORTERS REMAIN 
rOTALLY CONVINCED THAT THEY ARE ON THE SIDE OF JUSTICE 
\NO RIGHT. THEY CONSIDER HUMAN RIGHTS TRIALS PROCESS 
JNFAIR, DISCRIMINATORY AND RANDOM IN NATURE. THEY 
lEE THEMSELVES AS HEROES WHO WON A WAR AGAINST A 
lUBVERSIVE MENACE. THERE APPEARS TO BE AN ELEMENT OF 
'ANATICISM IN THEIR POSITION WHICH MAY MAKE ANY 
;oLUTION NOT INVOLVING VINDICATION EXTREMELY DIFFICULT 
'OR THEM TO ACCEPT. 

A POTENTIALLY SERIOUS COMPLICATION IS THAT 
!MILAR SITUATION MAY ARISE IN OTHER REGIMENTS. 
F THE GOA CANNOT OR WILL NOT END THE CORDOBA INCI 
·ENT, OTHER ARMY UNITS, SENSING GOVERNMENT WEAKNESS, 
OULD ADD THEIR SUPPORT TO THE DEFIANCE. I T IS WELL-
NOWN THAT BARRE! TERAL SUPPORT 
·rTHIN THE ARMY. SOME OTHER 
EGIME IN ADDITION, 

CORPS CAPTAIN 
S THE AUTHORITY 
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v~ .a.n~ ~~t·u L.l1.1.tH' ur· ::i'fAFF" AND "MANY GARRISONS" HAVE 
TpE ~AME ATTITUDE AS THE 14TH. WHAT IS NOT CERTAIN 
YET IS THE EXTENT OF UPWARD SUPPORT. ADDITIONAL 
DEFIANCE COULD OCCUR AS A RESULT OF SPECIFIC 
CASES, (TWO CAPTAINS ARE SCHEDULED TO TESTIFY NEXT 
WEEK AND AT LEAST ONE IS REPORTEDLY PREPARED TO 
RESPOND LIKE BARREIRO) OR AS A GENERALIZED EXPRESSION 
OF SUPPORT, NOT TRIGGERED BY ANY SPECIFIC INCIDENT. 

8. THIS SITUATION COULD BREAK IN MANY DIFFERENT 
WAYS. FOR EXAMPLE, BARREIRO AND SUPPORTERS COULD 
CAPITULATE TO PUBLIC AND GOA PRESSURE. THERE 
COULD BE A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION. DEPUTY ARMY COS 
GENERAL SANCHEZ HAS GONE TO CORDOBA, PRESUMABLY IN 
THAT CONNECTION. ANOTHER POSSIBILITY IS BLOODSHED. 
THE GOA COULD ORDER OTHER ARMY UNITS, THE GENDARMERIA 
·oR EVEN PROVINCIAL POLICE TO ATTEMPT TO MAKE THE 
ARREST. IT IS, OF COURSE, ALSO POSSIBLE THAT VASTLY 
HEIGHTENED PERCEPTION OF DANGER TO POLITICAL SYSTEM, 
WHICH WILL BE EMPHASIZED BY A STATE OF SIEGE, WILL 
ESTABLISH THE BASIS FOR A MOVE TO SOLVE THE OVERALL 
MILITARY HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION THROUGH 
AMNESTY LEGISLATION. HOWEVER, WHIPPING UP PUBLIC 
SENTIMENTS TO BUTTRESS RULE OF LAW MAY HAVE OPPOSITE 
EFFECT OF DIMINISHING CHANCES FOR A QUICK-FIX AMNESTY 
LAW SOLUTION. 
GILDRED 

<SECT>SECTION: 01 OF 02<SSN> 3868<TOR> 870416200819 MSG000166910899 
<SECT>SECTION: 02 OF 02<SSN> 3868<TOR> 870416200942 MSG000166910981 
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:DIST>~l~: ~U~ VAA 
r l 

:PREC> SECRET<OSRI> RUEAIIA<DTG> 131538Z APR 87 
:ORI 
:TO> 
WEHC/DEPT OF 
WEKJCS/DIA 
~UEOEHA/USCINCSO QHTS PANAMA 

ITE HOUSE SITUATI 

:SUBJ>SUBJ: INTENTION OF AN ACTIVE DUTY ARMY OFFICER TO FORCE THE 
ADMINISTRATION'S HAND ON THE TRIALS ISSUE; POSSIBILITY 
THAT SEVERAL ARMY OFFICERS WILL NOT ANSWER COURT 

:TEXT:> 

~XCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT 

~OUNTRY: ARGENTINA 
)UBJ: INTENTION OF TO FORCE THE 

ADMINISTRATION'S HAND ON THE TRIALS ISSUE; POSSIBILITY 
THAT SEVERAL ARMY OFFICERS WILL NOT ANSWER COURT 
SUMMONSES AND THAT ARMY PERSONNEL WILL HARBOR AND DEFEND 
THEM 

0 : 

1:\. ,.. •: ·~ .. ' •• ',.,.. • n• e •. , 
rACES TRIAL ON CHARGES OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN THE 
;OUNTERSUBVERSIVE CAMPAIGN OF THE 1970'S TOLD A COLLEAGUE THAT MAJOR 
~RNESTO ((BARREIRO)), AN ACTIVE DUTY ARMY OFFICER, PLANS TO FORCE THE 
;OVERNMENT'S HAND ON THE TRIALS ISSUE BY CREATING A SITUATION IN 
qHICH THE ADMINISTRATION WOULD HAVE TO ACT AGAINST HIM OR WOULD HAVE 
rO NEGOTIATE WITH THE ARMY ON THE ISSUE. THE OFFICER NOTED THAT 
3ARREIRO HAS THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF FORCING AN END TO THE TRIALS OF 
\RMY PERSONNEL. HE NOTED THAT BARREIRO PLANS TO FORCE THE 
;OVERNMENT'S HAND BY STAYING FIRM IN HIS INTENTION NOT TO APPEAR IN A 
~IVILIAN COURT IN MENDOZA AS SCHEDULED ON 15 APRIL, EVEN THOUGH THE 
1AJOR HAS DELIBERATELY GIVEN MISLE.ADING 
?UBLIC INDICATIONS THAT HE WOULD ANSWER HIS SUMMONS. HE POINTED OUT 
rHAT BARREIRO SAYS HE WILL REPORT TO AN ARMY UNIT IN CORDOBA AS 
)CHEDULED ON 13 APRIL FOR PRE-TRIAL BRIEFINGS, BUT WILL SEEK REFUGE 
[N A UNIT PRIOR TO THE TIME SET FOR HIS COURT APPEARANCE THE OFFICER 
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. . 
\.ODED THAT BARHI:!:l.I:{U tst;L.1t;Vt;~ 'l 'n.l'\'.1' D.t ~.;JVJ.l'fi.;J .&.v n u ........ ~....,~, ··~· ~...,-, -·-

~iN FO~CE THE GOVERNMENT'S HAND AND RECEIVE PROTECTION FROM ARREST. 
iE WENT ON TO SAY THE MAJOR HAS POINTED OUT THAT "PEOPLE" WITH WHOM 
iE HAD SPOKEN ABOUT REFUGE, INDIVIDUALS WHOM HE HAS NOT IDENTIFIED, 
iAD DISCUSSED WHAT THEY WOULD DO IF A CIVILIAN GROUP CAME TO 
>EMONSTRATE AND HAD SAID THEY WOULD USE DEADLY FORCE AGAINST EVEN 
:IVILIANS IF NECESSARY. HE NOTED BARREIRO HAD REMARKED THAT IF THE 
\DMINISTRATION DECIDED TO USE THE PARAMILITARY NATIONAL GENDARMERIE 
ro ARREST HIM, THE ENSUING PROBLEM WOULD BE THE ARMY'S. HE ADDED 
rHAT DES~ITE HI S INTENTIONS AND REMARKS, BARRE!~ NOT · 
rRYING IN ANY WAY TO INSTIGATE A COUP D'ETAT. (IIIIIIIIIIIIIIDRAWING 
)N ARGENTINE WIRE SERVICE DISPATCHES, THE ENGLISH-LANGUAGE BUENOS 
\.IRES "HERALD" REPORTED ON 1 0 APRIL THAT BARREIRO HAS PUBLICLY VOICED 
iiS OPPOSI FEDERAL COURT.) 

3. ENT ON TO DESCRIBE THE SITUATION 
rN THE ARMY AS "A STATE OF FLUX." HE NOTED THAT SEVERAL GROUPS OF 
1ID-LEVEL ACTIVE DUTY OFFICERS--PARTICULARLY MAJORS AND LIEUTENANT 
:OLONELS--AND OF RETIRED OFFICERS ARE PREPARED TO MAKE PUBLIC 
>TATEMENTS AND TO TAKE NON- VIOLENT ACTIONS IN OPPOSITION TO THE 
[MPENDING TRIALS, BUT LACK AN INITIAL IMPETUS FOR DOING SO. HE ADDED 
rHAT MEMBERS OF MANY OF THESE GROUPS BELIEVE THAT BARREIRO'S PLAN TO 
rAKE REFUGE IN AN ARMY UNIT RATHER THAN APPEAR IN A CIVILIAN COURT 
:OULD 

?OSSIBILITY THAT IN MID- TO LATE APRIL, SEVERAL ARMY OFFICERS WHOM HE 
)ID NOT IDENTIFY WOULD NOT ANSWER SUMMONSES TO TESTIFY BEFORE 
:IVILIAN JUDGES. HE ADDED THAT SOME ARMY 
JNITS, WHICH AG~IN HE DID NOT IDENTIFY, ARE PREPARED TO HARBOR AND TO 
)EFEND THESE OFFICERS HE ADDED THAT THE INTENTIONS OF THE OFFICERS 
\NO THE UNITS SHOULD BE SEEN AS AN ATTEMPT TO FORCE PRESIDENT RAUL 
((ALFONSIN)) TO BARGAIN ON THE TRIALS I 

CA 
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TO WHSITRM: EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, 
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM. 

TO STATE EXCLUS I VE FOR THE ASSISTANT 
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:PREC> SECRET<OSRI> RUEAIIA<DTG> 140308Z APR 87 
:ORI 
:TO> 
\UEHC/DEPT OF STAT 
\UEKJCS/DIA 
\UEATRS/TREASURY DEPT 
\UEADWW/WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

\UEOEHA/USCINCSO QHTS PANAMA 
~UCBSAA/USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA 

~SUBJ>SUBJ. : COMMENTS OF AN INTELLIGENCE OFFICER CONCERNING A 
HARDENING OF ATTITUDES IN THE ARMY AND NAVY WITH 
REGARD TO THE TRIALS ISSUE 

:tEPORT CLASS ~~~"tt-1P.-"P 

)1ST: 13 APRIL 
:OUNTRY: ARGENT! 
3UBJ: COMMENTS 

HARDEN 
REGARD TO THE . . . . . . . . .. ' .. ' . 

. . ' . . . . ,. ~ . 

CONCERNING A 
AND NAVY WITH 

\RMY AND THE NAVY (ARA), ATTITUDES ARE HARDENING, AS HE PHRASED IT, 
NITH REGARD TO THE ISSUE OF CIVILIAN COURT TRIALS OF ARMED FORCES 
(FFAA) PERSONNEL ACCUSED OF COMMITTING 
:OUNTERSUBVERSIVE CAMPAIGN OF THE 1970'S. 
\RMY AND NAVY OFFICERS ARE PRESSURING THE 
STAFFS OF THEIR SERVICES TO TAKE A FIRMER POSITION WITH THE EXECUTI VE 
BRANCH OF THE ADMINISTRATION ON THE TRIALS I SSUE, A POSITI ON WHICH 
NOULD ADVOCATE NOT TRYING 
SUPERIORS IN THE CAMPAIGN. MADE 
rHE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

IN THE ARMY, THE STRONGEST RESISTANCE TO THE 
~DMINISTRATION ON THE TRIALS ISSUE CURRENTLY CENTERS AROUND THE 
FIGURES OF BRIGADIER GENERAL (BG) ANTONIO {{FICHERA)), THE COMMANDER 
OF III CORPS IN CORDOBA, AND BG ARTURO ((ALAIS)), THE COMMANDER OF II 
CORPS IN ROSARIO. THE TWO GENERAL OFFICERS HAVE TAKEN A POSITION 
OPPOSED TO THAT OF MAJOR GENERAL HECTOR LUIS ({RIOS)) ERENU, THE 
CHIEF OF THE ARMY GENERAL STAFF {EMGE), IN THAT THEY HAVE CALLED FOR 
MAKING GREATER EFFORTS IN THE DEFENSE OF ARMY PERSONNEL CALLED BEFORE 
CIVILIAN COURTS. 

GROUPS OF OFFICERS FROM THE MILITARY ACADEMY 
GRADUATING CLASSES ("PROMOCIONES") WHO CURRENTLY HOLD THE RANKS OF 
MAJOR AND LIEUTENANT COLONEL ARE CALLING FOR OFFICERS WHO ARE SERVING 
IN SIX DIFFERENT REGIMENTS IN THE INTERIOR OF ARGENTINA AND WHO FACE 
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S~QUES~ER THEMSELVES IN THE INSTALLATIONS TO WHI CH THEY AR~ A~~luN~u. 
THE COMMANDERS OF THE SIX REGI~ENTS SUPPORT THE CALL OF THE GROUPS OF 
OFFICERS. 

WITH REGARD TO THE SITUATION IN THE NAVY, REAR ADMIRAL 
( RADM) JOSE MARIA ((ARRIOLA)), .THE CHIEF OF OPERATIONS ( J-3) FOR THE 
JOINT GENERAL STAFF (EMC), AND RADM EMILIO J.G . ((OSSES)) , THE 
COMMANDER OF THE FLEET, HAVE BEEN LOBBYING THE COUNCIL OF ADMIRALS TO 
PRESSURE VICE ADMIRAL (VADM) RAMON ANTONIO ((AROSA)), THE CHIEF OF 
THE NAVA~ GENERAL STAFF (EMGA), TO UNDERTAKE STEPS WHICH WOULD 
PRECLUDE THE PROSECUTION OF ARA PERSONNEL FACING CIVILIAN COURT 
TRIALS ON CHARGES OF ALLEGED HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. ARRIOLA AND 
OSSES BASE THEIR LOBBYING ON THE CONCEPT OF DUE OBEDIENCE OF ORDERS 
ISSUED BY HIGHER AUTHORITY. 

THE SITUATION IN THE ARMY, 
ORGANIZATION CALLED THE ARGENTINE ARMY IN 

EJERCITO ARGENTINO EN LA RESISTENCIA") WAS THEN 
SUBJECTING THE ARMY TO AN INTENSE PSYCHOLOGICAL CAMPAIGN WHICH CALLS 
FOR IT TO DISOBEY RIOS ERENU. HE OFFERED HIS OPINION THAT THIS AND 
SIMILAR PSYCHOLOGICAL CAMPAIGNS PROBABLY WOULD WANE DURING THE 6 TO 
12 APRIL VISIT OF POPE ((JOHN PAUL II)) TO ARGENTINA BUT WOULD GATHER 
MOMENTUM IN THE SECOND HALF OF APRIL HE ENDED HIS REMARKS BY SAYING 
rHAT THE OPENING OF CASES AGAINST OFFICERS ONCE ASSIGNED TO THE 
rORMER I CORPS COULD PROVIDE THE CATALYST FOR GREATER RESISTANCE ON 
rHE PART 0 

3 . 
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<DIST>SIT: EOB VAX 
,t '"a, 

SECRET<OSRI> RUEAIIA<DTG> 141639Z APR 87 
(OR 
(TO 
~UEHC/DEPT OF STATE//FOR INR 
;:{UEKJCS/DIA 
~UEATRS/TREASURY DEPT 

~UEOEHA/USCINCSO QHTS PANAMA 

(SUBJ>SUBJ: GOVERNMENT FEARS OF A REACTION FROM THE MILITARY OVER . 
HUMAN RIGHTS TRIALS 

~EPORT CLASS 
>IST: 14 APRIL 1987 
:OUNTRY: ARGENTINA 
iUBJ: GOVERNMENT FEARS OF A REACTION FROM THE MILITARY OVER 

HUMAN RIGHTS TRIALS 

~XPRESSED CONCERN THAT ELEMENTS WITHIN THE ARMED FORCES MIGHT PRODUCE 
\.SPECTACULAR ACT OF DEFIANCE ("UN CIMBRONAZO") AGAINST THE 
;oVERNMENT WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. THIS COULD TAKE THE FORM OF A 
~JOR BOMB, OR AN ATTACK ON A SENIOR FIGURE IN THE EXECUTIVE OR 
ruDICIARY. 

2 . THERE WERE TWO KEY DATES IN THE 
:MMEDIATE FUTURE. THE FIRST WAS 6 APRIL WHEN CASE NUMBER 450, 
:NVOLVING HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN THE FIRST ARMY REGION CAME BEFORE 
?HE COURT. IT WAS EXPECTED THAT SOME 80 SERVING OFFICERS WOULD BE 
:NDICTED. THE SECOND WAS 15 APRIL WHEN LT COLONEL (FNU) ((BARREIRO)) 
1AS SCHEDULED TO APPEAR IN THE CORDOBA FEDERAL COURT IN CONNECTION 
11TH CRIMES COMMITTED IN THE LA PERLA DETENTION CENTRE. ~ 

T HE WOULD NOT ATTEND THE HEARING. 1111111111111 
BARREIRO IS ARMY MAJOR ERNESTO G. (( BARREIRO)). 

:N THE 13 APRIL 1987 EDITION OF "AMBITO FINANCIERO," COLUMNIST CARLOS 
(TORTORA)) REPORTED THAT THE CRITICAL SUMMONSES OF ARMY CAPTAINS 

:USTAVO ADOLFO ( (ALSINA )) AND ENRIQUE (( MONES)) RUIZ, AND OF ARMY 
~JOR ERNEST BARREIRO HAVE BEEN POSTPONED AGAIN UNTIL THE END OF 
\PRIL OR THE BEGINNING OF MAY . TORTORA ALSO NOTED THAT BARREIRO HAS 
~INTAINED TO SOME OF HIS COLLEAGUES THAT IN NO WAY WOULD HE PRESENT 
IIMSELF BEFORE THE CIVILIAN COURTS. THE ARTICLE DID NOT GIVE REASON 
'OR THE POSTPONEMENTS.) 

3. WITHIN THE NEXT 20 TO 30 DAYS IT WAS EXPECTED THAT THE 
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. ., . -
~AVY WOULD MAKE A FORMAL PRESENTATION TO THE GOVERNMENT DEMANDINU 
rHAT A'f'i. AMNESTY BE GRANTED TO ALL THOSE INVOLVED . IN HUMAN RIGHTS 
rRIALS. IF THIS WAS NOT FORTHCOMING, ALL THE SERVING ADMIRALS WOULD 
~ESIGN. NAVY CHIEF OF STAFF 
~EAR-ADMIRAL RAMON ((AROSA)) HAD LET IT BE KNOWN THAT HE WOULD NOT 
rOLERATE THE DETENTION OF ANOTHER SERVING NAVAL OFFICER. 

4. WITHIN THE LAST MONTH THE GOVERNMENT HAD DETECTED 
~VIDENCE OF A CHAIN OF COMMAND WITHIN THE ARMY PARALLEL TO THAT OF 
rHE GENERALS. EACH GRADUATION YEAR ("PROMOCION"), FOR INSTANCE, HAD 
)ESIGNATED A REPRESENTATIVE TO LIAISE WITH PROVINCIAL .GARRISONS. . 
rHIS WAS A NEBULOUS ARRANGEMENT WHICH MADE IT ALL THE HARDER TO DEAL 
qiTH, AS THERE WAS NO ONE INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP TO WHOM THE GOVERNMENT 
:OULD TALK. THE OFFICER CORP COULD AT PRESENT BE DIVIDED INTO THREE 
;ROUPS: 

A. THE COLONELS AND LIEUTENANT COLONELS . THESE WERE 
?RIMARILY CONCERNED THAT, IF THE SITUATION DETERIORATED SUFFICIENTLY 
ro MAKE ALL SERVING GENERALS RESIGN, THEY WOULD BE LEFT TO CARRY THE 
:.OAD. 

B. THE MAJORS AND CAPTAINS WHO WERE EXPRESSING 
30LIDARITY WITH THEIR COMRADES AND ATTEMPTING TO HAVE CASES RESOLVED 
?IECEMEAL. 

C. THE LIEUTENANTS WHO HAD NOT TAKEN PART IN THE 
)IRTY WAR BUT WHO, PARADOXICALLY, WERE MORE RADICAL AND UNPREDICTABLE 
rHAN THEIR SUPERIORS. THIS WAS BECAUSE THEY SAW NO FUTURE FOR 
rHEMSELVES IN A SERVICE WHOSE. MORAL AND MATERIAL RESOURCES HAD SUNK 
ro SUCH A LOW EBB AND RESENTED THE WAY IN WHICH MILITARY INSTITUTIONS 
lAD COME UNDER ATTACK. 

5 . THERE WERE THREE COURSES OF ACTION OPEN TO THE 
;OVERNMENT: 

A. TO GRANT AN AMNESTY. PRESIDENT RAUL ((ALFONSIN)) 
lAD ALREADY GONE ON RECORD AS EXCLUDI NG THIS OPTION. 

B. TO GRANT INDIVIDUAL PARDONS. THIS COULD ONLY BE 
)ONE ONCE SENTENCE HAD BEEN PASSED. 

C. TO , CARRY ON AS AT PRESENT NEGOTIATING WITH THE 
JUDICIARY ON A CASE- BY-CASE BASIS. THIS WAS THE 
;OVERNMENT'S PREFERRED OPTION. SO FAR THE EXECUTIVE HAD HAD LITTLE 
)UPPORT FROM THE JUDICIARY WHO CONTINUED TO TREAT THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
rRIALS IN ISOLATION, WITHOUT TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE WIDER SOCIAL AND 
?OLITICAL IMPLICATIONS. THE GOVERNMENT WAS NOW ATTEMPTING TO WORK ON 
rHE CONCEPT OF "DUE OBEDIENCE" ("OBEDENCIA DEBIDA") AS A WAY OF 

ERS ACCUSED OF SPECIFIC CRIMES. 
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~DIST>SIT: EOB VAX 

~PREC> IMMEDIATE<CLAS> SECRET<OSRI> RUEAIIA<DTG> 232214Z APR 87 
~ORIG~ 
~NPIC 

~UEHC/DEPT OF STATE//INR/DSTAD 
WEKJCS/DI!\ . 
~UEATRS/TREASURY DEPT 
~UEHSE/SECRET SERVICE//FOR ID 
WEHFB/FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

ITE H E ITUATI 

~SUBJ>SUBJ: ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT 
KNEW THAT A NOW FORMER ARMY MAJOR WOULD DECLARE 
HIMSELF IN REBELLION; EVENTUAL DECISION BY PRESIDENT 
ALFONSIN TO MAKE A POLITICAL RESPONSE TO THE 
SITUATION 

~EPORT CLASS 
>IST: 23 APRI L 1987 
;OUNTRY: ARGENTINA 
)UBJ: ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT 

KNEW THAT A NOW FORMER ARMY MAJOR WOULD DECLARE 
HIMSELF IN REBELLION; EVENTUAL DECISION BY PRESIDENT 
ALFONSIN TO MAKE "A POLITICAL RESPONSE TO THE 
SITUATION 

. : . ENT 
~AUL ((ALFONSIN)) APRIL, 
rHE ALFONSIN ADMINISTRATION HAD BEEN FULLY AWARE THAT NOW FORMER 
~RGENTINE ARMY MAJOR ERNESTO G ((BARREIRO)) PLANNED TO DECLARE 
IIMSELF IN REBELLION, AN ACT WHICH BARREIRO CARRIED OUT ON 15 APRIL 
JHEN HE SOUGHT REFUGE IN THE ARMY'S 14TH INFANTRY REGIMENT (AIRBORNE) 
:N CORDOBA RATHER THAN ANSWER A CORDOBA CIVILIAN COURT SUMMONS 
~RISING FROM ALLEGATIONS THAT HE COMMITTED 

COUNTERSUBVER PAIGN OF THE 1970'S. 
FONSIN ORIGINALLY HAD PLACED HIS CONFIDENCE 

:N THE ASSURANCES OF NOW RETIRED MAJOR GENERAL ( MG) HECTOR ((RIOS)) 
~RENU, THE CHIEF OF THE ARMY GENERAL STAFF (EMGE) AT T T 
~ON CREATED BY BARREIRO COULD BE CONTROLLED. 
IIIIIIIIIIIWHEN IT BECAME APPARENT THAT NEITHER RIOS NOR THE THEN 
:OMMANDER OF THE ARMY'S III CORPS IN CORDOBA HAD ANY CONTROL OVER THE 
)ITUATION, ALFONSIN ELECTED TO MAKE A POLITICAL RESPONSE TO THE 
>ITUATION BY MEANS OF A MASS DEMONSTRATION IN SUPPORT OF DEMOCRACY, 
~HE DEMONSTRATION OR RALLY WHICH TOOK PLACE ON 17 APRIL. HE 
:OMMENTED THAT BY GOOD FORTUNE -- AS HE SAID IT, EVERYTHING HAD BEEN 
'REPARED FOR A MASS DEMONSTRATION IN SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT AND 
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THE 
JSE HIS STRENGTHENED POSITION TO PU~SOCIAL PACT AND TO 
:ALL FOR NAT.IONAL RECONCI .L~ATION. ----THAT PRESIDENT 
\LFONSIN'S NEW STANDING WOULD FAVOR THE PASSAGE OF A CONSTITUTIONAL 
\MENDMENT WHICH WOULD ALLOW ALFONSIN TO BECOME THE HEAD OF -- AS HE 
)AID IT -- A RADICAL CIVIC UNION-PERONIST COALITION GOVERNMENT, BUT 
IE DID NOT EXPAND ON OR EXPLAIN THIS REMARK 

2. ALSO LATE IN THE WEEK OF 12 APRIL, 

ION THAT THE 
:NFORMATION THAT SOMETHING WAS AFOOT IN THE ARMY, THE CIVILIAN STATE 
:NTELLIGENCE SECRETARIAT (S IDE) PUBLISHED A REPORT ON 13 APRIL 
:TATING THAT THE GENERAL CONFEDERATION OF LABOR (CGT) HAD REPORTED TO 
:GT SECRETARY GENERAL SAUL ((UBALDINI)) AND HIS ADVISORS THAT THE 
:rTUATION IN THE MILITARY WOULD BECOME MORE TENSE AND THAT A CRISIS 
IOULD OCCUR, VERY PROBABLY IN THE WEEK OF 12 APRIL. SIDE ALSO SAID 
'HE CGT REPORT HAD POINTED OUT THAT THE CATALYST FOR THE CRISIS WOULD 
:OME FROM MIDDLE-LEVEL OFFICERS WHO WOULD REFUSE TO PRESENT 
'HEMSELVES BEFORE CIVILIAN COURTS AND WHO WOULD FIND SUPPORT FOR 
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-Military-civilian relations in Argentina are presently uneasy. The 
most disruptive issue continues to be the trials of members of the Armed Forces 
for human rights abuses conmitted during the so-called "dirty war" against 
leftist insurgent groups (1976-83). Those on trial are accused of the 
kidnaping, torture, rape, and murder of some 9,000 people who disappeared 
during the years of the "war." On 16 April 1987, a few members of the 14th 
Airborne Infantry Regiment and about 100 members of the Infantry School ignited 
a short-lived military uprising--the Easter Rebellion--to protect an officer 
who refused to appear in a civilian court. According to many officers, the 
excesses committed during the "dirty war" were necessary due to the growing 
magnitude of terrorist activity. 

- Ultimately, the Easter Rebellion ended peacefully on 19 April 1987, 
when the government made certain concessions, including the resignation of the 
Army Chief Hector Rios Erenu, to the rebels. The President· also agreed to 
support the Due Obedience Doctrine--a virtual amnesty for junior officers who 
were deemed to be merely following orders. On 9 June, President Alfonsin 
signed into law the Due Obedience Bill that was amended by the Senate, due to 
pressure from the new Army Chief, General Jose Caridi, to include senior 
officers. In late June, the Supreme Court upheld the Due Obedience Law as 
constitutional. 
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b. (!h'UI') Military Situation. 

- The Apri 1 1987 rebellion resulted in the reshuffle of Army leaders; 
15 of 29 serving generals were put into reti rement, and General Jose Dante 
Caridi was made the new Army Chief of Staff. The crisis revealed a 1 ack of 
control by the senior leadership. It seems a dangerous gap has developed 
between junior--lieutenant colonel and below-- and sen i or officers. There is 
widespread feeling in the middle and lower ranks that the Armed Forces are 
being unjustly persecuted over the human rights issue and the Falklands defeat. 
Senior officers, while also sympathetic, have advocated respect of the 
constitutional order and cooperation. 
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- There lS a minimal threat from ·insurgent leaders who fled into exile 
during the Armed Forces • counterinsurgency campaign 11di rty war." While the 
Montoneros insurgent group still has the capability of conducting isolated acts 
of terrorism. the organized insurgency has been eliminated. The Argentine Army 
is concerned about the growing number of Chi lean exiles and their connections 
with leftist groups in Argentina. 

PREPARED BY: 

1 Enclosure 
Armed Forces Equipment 
Inventory - Argentina 
(5/tlf) 1 Cy 
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/ ·--Sunday, April l 7 

~dnesday, April 20 

~- -
127-77-1854 

3ECRET 
l. No significant developments . 

l. SAIC Mastrovito, USSS, travelled to 
Buenos Aires. 

2. 
(a) Balmaceda s def tely 
plot regardless of what he 

said during interview; (b) a key figure 
in plot is a Chilean, 22 - 24 years of 
age, whose birthday is 27 August. Chilean 
is allegedly a "personal attendant of 
President Carter's, possibly a valet." 
Chilean will hire a Puerto Rican friend 
as the assassin; (c) order to assassinate 
President will come from Switzerland 
within next seven months. Swiss banker 
"Kossler" involved as well as a "Klein"; 
(NOTE : Allegations contradict earlier 
reports.) (d) motives for plot are Carter 's 
pol icies re: nuclear energy, weapons sales, 
and coffee exports . (NOTE: Motives appear 
unusually broad) . 

, / 
t t) 
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,~~ - ...... 

ednesday , April 20 
{continued) 

Thurday, April 21 

"--. 
Photocopy RecSE&R£1~-· 

SEeftET 

7. Investigation of Klein's banking activity 
draws David Graiver, Chilean and NYC 
banker, into picture. Graiver associated 
with financing of Montoneros terrorist 
activities. Graiver a llegedly died i n 
plane crash, Mexico, August, 1976. 

1. Former Chilean President Eduardo Frei's 
name surfaces in investigation due to 
bank dealings with Klein. Frei also 
suspected of dealings with international 
terrorists. 

2. Investigation. begins to uncover 
numerous discrepancies. Theory of 
counterintelligence or misinformation 
operation by Chile and Argentina emerges. 
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Page 3 
-~ --

-· ··jmrsday; April 21 
(continued) 

4 . FBI provides background information on 
banking operations of Klein , Graiver, 

Frei. 

9 . FBI-Bue nos Aires provides following 
surmise of case : 

" . . . agrees that the Klein reportedly 
i nvolved in the plot may be Jose Klein 
Konigstein, who is associated with the 

B 
changed its name to the Continental Trade 
Bank and that one Arturo Klein "of Chile" 

press 

( 
"-· &EGRET." 
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Page ~ 

--- ·hursday , April 21 
(c·ont~nued) 

Friday, April 22 

Photocopy Reagan Library 

1. 

M:eREl 
coverage of the David Gr.avier case; 
Graiver, ·a wealthy Jewish businessman, · 
was killed in a plane ~rash in Mexico 
in 1976. The Argentine Government is 
attempting to. prove that Graiver was 
heavily involved in providing financial 
support to the· Nontoner·o Terrorist 
organization·. Graivei was allegedly 
one of the.owners of the Swiss;_Israeli 
Trade Bank. 
.. the Argen e n·ts 
could conceivably be manipulating the · 
report of· a plot against Pre~ident Carter , 
thereby tarnishing Grai ver· (for· the 
Argentines) and Eduardo Frei (for the 
Chileans). · Jose Klein is reportedly 
a close friend of former Chilean 
President Frei. 

2. USSS in Buenos Aires, in concert with 

3 . 

CIA and BND, .dec.ide that Balmaceda should 
be reinterviewed. · (BND st·aff Officer 
specifically said he· saw no problem in 
the interview.) · 

' . i 
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: - --- aturday , April 23 . 1. 

"-· 
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PAGE l "" 313 SITUATION LISTING 

SITUATION: FALKLAND 
· SUBJ~CT CATAGORY; FILE X 

MESSAGE I ANNOTATION: 

MESSAGE~ 
· fiAl08 
00 RUEAOWW 
OE RUEAIIA #0388 1351752 
ZNY SSSSS 
0 l51754Z MAY 82 

UEHC/OEPT Of 
RUEKJCS/DIA 
RUEATRS/TREASURY DEPT 
RUEAIJU/NPIC 
RUEHSE/SECRET SERVICE 
RUEHFB/FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
RUEBWJA/OEPT OF JUSTICE 
RUEADWW/WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

EOFAA/CDR JSOC FT BRAGG NC 
RULPALJ/USCINCSO QUARRY HTS PA 
RUCBSAA/CINCLANT NORFOLK VA 
BT . 

ARGENTINA/UNIT D KINGD M 

F 

DATE 05/26/82/(l46 

CASUAL INVESTIGATION Of THE TEMPORARY KIDNAPPING OF 
FOREIGN JOURNA~ISTS IN ARGENTINA CDOI: . ABOUT 14 MAY 

1,· THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS PROVIDED ON ABOUT 14 MAY 1982 
BY A MEMBER (~------- --~:--~· ) THE 
OF FOREIGN JOURNALISTS IN bUENO .A 
PAGE 3 8 E i R E T 

:3Eft!IT1¥E 
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iiEI'lGITIVE 

PAGE 1 .,.. 314 SITUATION LIST~NG DATE 05/?9/82//146 

SITUATION: FA~KLAND 
SUBJECT CATAGORY; FlLE X 

MESSAGE I ANNOTATION: 

A. PRESIDENT LEOPOLDO ((GALTIERRI)) IS PERSDNNALY INTERESTED 
IN THE INVESTIGATION OF THE KIONAPPJNGS THAT ARE BEING CARRIED OUT BY 
THE INTERNAL SECURITY SECTION OF THE SIE. THE LEADERSHIP OF THE ARMY 
BELIEVES THE ACTIONS WERE CARRIED OUT BY MEMBERS OF THE PSYCHOLOGICAL 
WARFARE COMPENENT OF THE 601ST INTELLIGENCE BATTALION, THE DPERAT$0NAL. 
ARM OF THE SIE. THE SIE IS HOPEFUL lT WILL 8E ABLE TO ARREST TWO OF 
THE KIDNAPPERS DURING THE WEEKEND OF ' 15-16 MAY, AND THE SIE WILL 
TRY TO GET THEM TO IDENTIFY THE OTHER PERSONS INVOLVED. . . 

B, THERE IS ONLY CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE AVAILABLE TO IDENTIFY 
THE PERSONS INVOLVED IN THE KIDNAPPING. IF SUSPECTS ARE ARR~STE01 IT 
WILL BE DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN e~NFESSJONS FROM THEM -BECAUSE TH~lR FRJENDS 
AND COLLEAGUES WOULD BE THE ~ERSQNS INTERROGATING THE~, AND T~E LAtTER 
C BE LESS THAN ZEALOUS IN THEIR PURSUIT OF THE FACtS. 

MANY P~OPL~ IN THE 601ST BATTA~ION . ~NOW . THE NAM~S 
F THE PERSONS INVOLVED IN THE KIDNAPPINGS, 8UT THE "CODe OF HONORh OF 

THE 601ST BATTALION WOULD NOT PERMIT THEM TO INFORM ON THEIR FRIENDS• 
IN ADDITION, THERE IS DIVIDED OPINION WITHIN THE INTERNAL SECURITY 
SECTION OF THE SIE THAT IS DOING THE JNVESTIGATING. SOME PERSONNEL 
ARE NOT SERIOUSLY INVESTIGATING AT ALL, AND THOSE WHO - ARE TRYING to 
DO THE JNVESTIGAT ON A · co SI NO GE - 0 
PAGE 4 
COOPERAT ROM THIER C ~LEAGUES.> 

C. NO INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE ON T~E MOTIVATION FOR THE 
KIONAPPINGS; WITHIN THE SIE1 THERE IS SPECULATION THAT THE PERSONS 
INVOLVED DID IT BECAUSE OF THEIR PER~ONAL ANTl~BRITIS~ -
AND ANTI~U.s. RESPONSE TO 1HE FA~KLAND l~LANDS PR6B(~~. THERE IS 
ALSO NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON WHETHER SENIOR LEVELS OF THE 601ST 
BATTALION AUTHORIZED THE KIONAPPINGS; IF THERE WERE SUCH AUTHORitATION, 
IT IS SPECULATED, IT COULD HAVE 6EEN DESJGNED TO DESTABI~IZE ~ALTi~RI 
BECAUSE OF HiS ASSUMED CONCESSI ON S TO THE SRITISH OR TO FORCE . . 
A BREAKDOWN IN THE TALKS WITH THE BRITISH AT THE UNITED NATIONS. 

. D. REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THERE IS PROGRESS i~ - DETERMINlNG T~E 
IDENTITIES OF THE PERSONS RESPONSIBLE, THE ARGENTINE GOVERN~E~T !~TENDS 
TO MAKE A STATEMENT THAT IT HAS DETERMINED THEIR iDENTITIES; THIS 
STATEMENT COULD BE MADE AS EARLY AS THE WEEKEND OF 1~~16 MAY,. 
IN MAKING SUCH A STATEMENT, GALTIERI OBVIOUSLY HAS THE FOLLOWING OPTION~ 
OPEN TO HIM~ TO ADMIT THAT PERSbN~EL OR - EVEN OFFiCiALS OF TH~ SI~ WERE 
INVOLVED AND WILL BE BROUGHT TO TRIA(; TO CLAIM T~At iT wAs THE W~RK 
OF A RENEGADE GROUP THAT ~AD BEEN SEPARATED -FROM TH~ ~ECU~ITY . SER~ICES 
DURING THE "DIRTY WAR" A AINST .RR R 0 CLA ~ THAT - T 
PAGE 5 
DONE B 

KIDNAPPING$, THE JOURNALISTS WHO WERE SEIZED 
OF OPPORTUNITY; THERE WERE NO ADVANCE PLANS TO 

THOSE PARTICULAR J OURNALISTS. 

6Etl6ITIVE 
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PAGE 1 .. 407 SITUATION LI ST lNG 

SITUATION: FALKLAND 
SUBJECT CATAGORY; . FILE XI 

MESSAGE I ANNOTAT I ON : 

MESSAGE; 
EIA 603 
00 RUEAOWW 
DE RUEAIIA # l23 3 1402313 

· zNY SSSSS 
I t 01 • • 

RUEHC/OEPT OF STATE 
RUEKJCS/DIA 
RUEATRS/TREASURY DEPT 
RUEHSE/SECRET SERVICE 
RUE HF B/FEDERAL BURE AU OF I NVE STIGATION 
RUEBWjA/D~PT OF JUSTICE 
RUEADWW/WHITE HO US E SITUATION ROOM 
RUEADWW/NAT I ONAL SECURITY COUNCIL STAFF 
Z EN I C I A 0 F F I C E 0 F C U R R EN T (J P E If AT l 0 N S 
RUEOFAA/CDR J SOC FT BRAGG NC 
RU LPALJ/USCJNCSO QUA RRY HTS PA 
RUCBSAA/CINCLANT NOR FOL K VA 
BT 

li 016 IT I VE 
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PAGE l . .,. 408 SITUAT l ON LISTING DATE 05/27/82//147 

SITUATION: FALKLAND 
SUBJECT CATAGORY : · FI LE XI 

MESS AGE I ANNOTA TION : 

WAS PLOTTING THE OVERTHRO~ OF THE 
TINE GOVERNMENT. BY ABOUT ~5 MAY, TH E REPORTS WE RE 

STILL BE ING STUDIED, BUT CONSIDE~ABLE DOUBT HAD ARISEN AS 
TO THEI R VERACITY. NEVERTHELESS, THE SIE HAD NOT RUL~ D OUT 
THE POSSIB ILITY THAT THE ~EPORTS WERE TRUE, 

IT 
WAS NG A D WAS MOVING 
OUT OF HIS APAR TME NT, CLAIMING THAT HE HAD SPENT 18 MONTHS 
IN ARGENTINA AND HIS TOUR ~AS F~NISHEO. HE WAS OBSERVED I N 
CON TA CT WITH 

S. THE INFORMATION ON 
RELATING TO THE INVESTIGATION OF THE AL LEGED PLOTTING IS 
BEING HELD VERY CLOSELY WITHIN THE ARGENTINE INTE(LIGENCE 
COMMUNITY 

6. RSE OF THE INV ES TI GATI ON, SIE LEARNED 
THAT TWO ARGENTINE JOURNALISTS HAD WRITTEN AND COVER TLY 
DISTRI BUTED TO THE PRESS SEVERA L ARTICLES ATTACKl~G THE u.s. 
AMBASSADOR FOR 
PAG 

AL 5) ) AND MA RT N (CALLICA)>, 
WERE FORMERLY ASSO~IAT ED WITH TH NAVY-IN FLUENCED MAGi ZI N~ - . 
''CONV ICC!ON" AND THE MASSERA.,.OWNEO MAGAZ I NE "C AMBIO;" · THE 
TWO MEN WERE OPERATING FROM A SIM COVER OFFIC E CALLED "API$" 
I N TH E PLAZA HOT EL. TH EY WERE F.ACH PA I D EI GHT MILLION PESOS 
(A BOU T US$5 60) PE R MON TH FROM THE "PER DIEM" FUND OF tHE NAVY, 
RA THE R THAN FROM THE NORMAL OPERATIONAL FUND OF THE SiM; 
DI SCOV ERY OF THAT FUND ING CHANNEL HAS LED TO SPECU LATiON IN 

.THE SIE THAT THE TWO ~OURNALIST S MAY BE OPE RA TING WITHOUT THE 

Ei Eti 5 I T I '/ E 
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PAGE l .... 409 SITUATION LISTING DATE 05/27182//147 

SITUATI ON : FA LKLAN D 
SUBJECT CATAGORY ; FILE XI 

MESSAGE I ANNOTAT I ON ; 

THE NAVY LEADERSHIP. 

ALLICA I S A JOURNALlST 
ED HIMSELF IN MID-1 980 AS AN UNOERCOV~R JOURNA~IST 

FOR SI DE WHO WAS TRYING TO ENCOURAGE OTHER JOURNALISTS TO 
WORK UNDERCOVER FOR SIDE. NO IN FORMATI ON IS AVAILA~L ~ ON 
POR TAL 
PAGE 6 

B. THAT THE E 
WAS AT ONE TIME CONCERN WITHIN THE AR GE NTIN E INTELLIGENCE 
COMMUNITY THA T REPORTS OF LOTTiNG COULD BE TR0E, AT 
THE SAME TI ME THAT SOM E OF THESE STORIES WERE BEING DIStRIBUTE D 
BY OTHER ELEMEN TS OF THE I NT ELLIGENCE MM 
THESE CLAIMS OF AL LEGED PL OTTING, 
-IN IHD ... MAY, SIE INSTRUCT ED J TS OPE RATIONAL 
ALIV E THE CURR ENT MEDIA ~AMP A IGN AGAlNST T U 

IT WOULD APPEAR 
THAT THE STORIES 

WERE NOT TRUE OR THEY HAD CONCLUDED THAT THE S TORiE~ WERE 
WORTH CIRCULATI N 

5EUSITH' f! 
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Argentina: 
The Politics of Countert~rrorism. 

The amnesty and antiterrorism laws just issued by 
Argentina's military government are viewed by many 
civilian leaders as self-serving and are, in our judg
ment, likely to be the focus of debate within the 
civilian congress when it convenes in 1984 .• 

The new amnesty law (officially, the Law for National 
Pacification) is designed to protect the armed forces 
from punitive action by the civilian government fol
lowing the upcoming October elections. It covers the 
period from the beginning of the last constitutional 
government in May 1973"to the installation of Presi
dent Bignone in June 1982. The law specificaJly 
exempts from prosecution police and military person
nel who participated in the violent campaign against 
leftists during the 1970s: Moreover, the decree is 
sweeping: it orders that all ongoing investigations into 
the hundreds of deaths and more than 6,000 political 
disappearances be immediately dropped if they in
volve members of the police or armed forces .• 

In contrast, the law is much more exclusive in its 
treatment of subversives and benefits only those who 
have not yet been legally charged with antigovern
mental activity. In addition, it leaves the door open for 
future legal action against some of the more notorious 
terrorist leaders by excluding from its amnesty provi
sions those subversives living abroad. The decree also 
exempts from amnesty those suspects who have shown 
their "intention to continue" their associ;ltion with 
guerrilla or terrorist organizations and those already 
convicted of terrorism .• 

lnterservice disputes among the armed forces-over 
who should be covered, the date of issuance, and the 
period of time that should be covered by the amnes
ty-delayed the amnesty decree for months. Many 
officers opposed the amnesty on the grounds that it 
implicitly acknowledged that the military had com- . 
mitted crimes. Some junior officers also opposed the 

11 
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Jaw because actions taken during the "dirty war" 
were in r-esponse to orders from superior officers, and 
they had believed this would be. a justifiable defense 
of their actions.--

Promulgation of the amnesty was quickly followed by 
presidential signature of an<?ther law assigning special 
antiterrorist powers to the military. The government 
intends the antiterrorist law (officially, the Law for 
the Judgment. of Subversive Acts) to streamline the 
judicial system and provide a legal apparatus for 
"preventing and punishing subversion and terrorism." 
It grants police broad powers to tap telephones, open 
mail, search ho\lses, and make arrests without a 
warrant. The .law also allows police to detain terrorist 
suspect~ incommunicado for up to 48 hours, if a judge 
is notified of the detention, and for up to 15 days with 
a judge's permission. Terrorist and subversive acts 
committed by civilians will no longer be subject to 
military law, but are to be decided by the Federal 
Court o~peals, whose decisions cannot be ap
pealed.-

Public reaction to the amnesty and antiterrorism laws 
has been swift and harsh: leading civilian politicians, 
lawyers, and churchmen have denounced the laws as 
unconstitutional and reactionary and predict their 
repeal once a civilian congress convenes. Several trial 
judges have termed the amnesty law invalid, stating 
that, because the current government seized power in 
a coup, it does not have the constitutional authority to 
decree political laws such as the amnesty. Two judges 
have already refused to forward political disappear
ance cases to the Federal Appeals Court for possible 
dismissal as is required by the terms of the amnesty. • • 

8cc:et 
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Repeal of the laws-a time-consuming and legally 
difficult process-seems unlikely, though some at
tempts at modification by the new congress can 
probably be expected. According to Embassy report
ing, there appears to be a general consensus among 
political leaders that a strong legal apparatus is 
needed to deter terrorism. In addition, most politi
cians recognize that the new civilian government 
could be destabilized were it to attempt to prosecute· 
military officials. Human rights activists, however, 
will continue to protest both the abridgment of civil 
liberties inherent in the antiterrorism law and the 
denial of military culpability in the amnesty law . .. 
In the fmal analysis, the futu(e of the new amnesty f 
antiterrorism pac)cage will largely depend on the 
outcome of the October national elections. Although 
leaders of both major political parties have publicly 
predicted the repeal of the laws, the Radicals have 
been more strident than the Peronists in their con
demnations. One of the first orders of business for t~e 
new civilian congress, therefore, is likely to be a 
debate on how best to modify the new antiterrorism 
program to finally close the "dirty war" chapter in 
Argentina's history, while at the same time guaran
teeing a modicum of.civilliberties. -
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