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Reagan Library Topic Guide – Shoot Down of Korean Air Lines Flight 007, 

08/31/1983 
 
Reagan Library archival staff creates topic guides from textual material currently available for research 

use. Material cited in the topic guides come mostly from these collections: 

 

White House Staff and Office Collections 

White House Office of Records Management (WHORM) Subject Files 

White House Office of Records Management (WHORM) Alphabetical Files. 

 

The folders and case files listed on these topic guides may still have withdrawn material due to Freedom 

of Information Act (FOIA) restrictions. Most frequently withdrawn material includes national security 

classified material, personal privacy issues, protection of the President, etc. 

 

KOREAN AIR LINES FLIGHT 007, SHOOTING DOWN OF (08/31/1983) 

 

See also:  Global Positioning System for International Civil Use, Post Shootdown of  

   KAL007 

Korea 

 

WHORM SUBJECT FILE 

 

CA001  casefile 188493 

 

FG006-01 casefiles 160245, 160246, 160247, 160248, 160250, 161986 

 

FO006-09 casefile 394288 

 

ND016  casefile 147196 

 

PR013  casefiles 179467, 179469, 179472, 179473, 252702 

 

PR013-01 casefile 181726 

 

PR013-02 casefiles 179427, 179463, 179464, 179465, 179466, 179468 

 

PR016-02 casefile 179462 

 

SP799  entire category (Korean Civilian Airliner, KAL007, Address, DC, 09/05/1983) 

 

WHITE HOUSE STAFF AND OFFICE FILES 

 

ADVANCE, OFFICE OF PRESIDENTIAL 

Advance, Office of Presidential: Records 

 OA 8497 

 09/09/1983 Memorial for Korean Airline Victims 

 

CABINET AFFAIRS, OFFICE OF 

Gibson, Tom: Files 

 CFOA 377 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-office-records-management-subject-file-1981-1989
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/subject/white-house-office-records-management-whorm-alphabetical-file-1981-1989
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/topic-guide/global-positioning-system-international-civil-use-post-flight-kal-007-shoot
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/topic-guide/global-positioning-system-international-civil-use-post-flight-kal-007-shoot
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/topic-guide/korea
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/civil-aviation#CA001
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/whorm-federal-government-organizations#FG006-01
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/foreign-affairs#FO006-09
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/national-security-defense#ND016
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/public-relations#PR013
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/public-relations#PR013-01
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/public-relations#PR013-02
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/public-relations#PR016-02
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/subject/whorm-speeches-sp729-sp1316#SP799


 

9/1/2023 

2-Korean Airliner Shootdown 

 KAL Flight 007 

 

COMMUNICATIONS, OFFICE OF 

Gergen, David: Files 

 OA 9421 

 KAL [007 Sept. 1983] 

 

CORRESPONDENCE, OFFICE OF 

Higgins, Anne: Files 

 Box 75 

[Mail Sample] 09/02/1983 Public Response Soviet Attack [KAL Flight 007] 

[Mail Sample] September 1983 Telegrams [KAL Flight 007 Shoot down] 

 

Correspondence, Office of: Records 

 Box 18 

 AVH-292 – Korean Air Line Massacre 

  

 Box 26 

 OF-35 – Korean Air Line Massacre 

 

Correspondence, Office of: Comments & Volunteers: Records 

 OA 10983 

 Telephone Call Tally Sheets (Comment) – Korean Airline Disaster 

 

COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT, OFFICE OF 

Hauser, Richard: Files 

 OA 9978 

 Korean Airlines 

 Korean Airlines II (1)-(4) 

 

COUNSELLOR TO THE PRESIDENT, OFFICE OF 

Jenkins, James: Files 

 Box 5 

 Korean Airlines Incident 

 

DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF 

Deaver, Michael: Files 

 Box 45 

 Korean Plane Incident, September 1983 (1) 

 Korean Plane Incident, September 1983 (2) 

 Korean Plane Incident, September 1983 (3) 

 Korean Plane Incident, September 1983 (4) 

 

EXECUTIVE CLERK, OFFICE OF THE 

Executive Clerk, Office of the: Records 

 Box 32 

 *09/28/1983 H.J.R, 353 [Destruction of Korean Airlines Flight 7] 

 

FIRST LADY, OFFICE OF THE 

First Lady, Office of the: Press Office: Records 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2021-12/40-233-12008797-OA9978-001-2021.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/smof/dcos/deaver/box-045/40-137-7065183-045-008-2016.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/smof/dcos/deaver/box-045/40-137-7065183-045-009-2016.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/smof/dcos/deaver/box-045/40-137-7065183-045-010-2016.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/smof/dcos/deaver/box-045/40-137-7065183-045-011-2016.pdf
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 OA 9941 

 Korean Airline Incident 08/30/1983 

 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS, OFFICE OF 

Bach, Christena L.: Files 

 OA 12739 

 Korean Air Massacre (1)(2) 

 

MEDIA RELATIONS, OFFICE OF 

Media Relations, Office of: Records 

 Box 15 

 Korean Air Lines (1)(2) 

 

POLICY DEVELOPMENT, OFFICE OF 

Uhlmann, Michael: Files 

 OA 9440 

 President’s Speeches – Korean Airline 09/05/1983 

 

PRESS SECRETARY, OFFICE OF 

Sims, Robert: Files (Press Secretary, Office of the) 

 OA 11014 

 Korean Airliner, 09/01/1983 (1)-(14) 

 

Press Secretary, Office of the: Records 

 OA 6365 

 Korean Jetliner (1)-(3) 

 

Press Secretary, Office of the: Press Releases and Briefings: Records 

 Box 64 – Press Releases 

 09/02/1983 #4924 – Proclamation – Death of American Citizens on Board Korean  

  Airlines Flight 

 09/03/1983 #4926 – Radio Address – Soviet Attack on Korean Passenger Plane 

09/05/1983 #4931 – Text of Address – Soviet Attack on Korean Airliner 

 09/05/1983 #4932 – Address – Soviet Attack on Korean Airliner 

 

Box 65 – Press Releases 

09/10/1983 #4970 – Radio Address – Soviet Unrepentance for Attack on Koran Air Lines  

 Flight 007 

09/14/1983 #4994 – Briefing, Elizabeth Dole, Secretary of Transportation and J. Lynn  

 Helms, FAA Administrator on the Delegation to the ICAO - Civil Aviation  

 Response to Attack on Korean Air Lines Flight 007 

09/15/1983 #5001 – Statement – Bipartisan Support for Condemning the Soviet Union  

 for the Attack on Korean Air Lines Flight 007 

09/16/1983 #5012 

 

PUBLIC LIAISON, OFFICE OF 

Blackwell, Morton: Files 

 Box 11 

 [Idaho Young Republican Federation: KAL 007] (1 of 2) 

 [Idaho Young Republican Federation: KAL 007] (2 of 2) 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/smof/publicliaison/blackwell/box-011/40_047_7006969_011_008_2017.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/smof/publicliaison/blackwell/box-011/40_047_7006969_011_009_2017.pdf
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Kojelis, Linas J.: Files 

OA 11518 

KAL Massacre I (1)-(3) 

KAL Massacre II 

KAL Massacre Con RR 

KAL Signing Ceremony 

[KAL 007: Petitions Supporting President Reagan’s Position, Collected and Delivered by  

 J. Golden of Chattanooga, TN] (1)(2) 

 

 OA 16007 

 KAL Briefing 09/14/1983 with Korean-American Leaders 

 KAL Briefing 09/19/1983 with Ethnic Leaders (Non-Korean) 

 Korean Briefing 12/01/1983 (1)(2) 

 

Box 16009 

 KAL #007 Commemorative Rally – Lafayette Park 08/31/1984 

 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT, WHITE HOUSE OFFICE OF 

Records Management, White House Office of: Records 

 Box 28 

 Korean Airline Massacre, Address to the Nation, 09/05/1983 

 

SPEECHWRITING, OFFICE OF 

Dolan, Anthony: Files 

 Box 23 

 Downed Korean Airliner – 09/04/1983 (1)-(3) 

 

Speechwriting, Office of: Research Office: Records 

 Box 112 

 09/01/1983-09/03/1983 Korean Airlines Statements (1)(2) 

 

 Box 113 

09/05/1983 TV Address: Korean Airlines Massacre, Oval Office, Elliot (1)-(3) 

09/05/1983 Korean Airliner (1)-(3) 

  

 Box 115 

 09/17/1983, KAL Shootdown: World Response (1)(2) 

 

Speechwriting, Office of: Speech Drafts: Records 

 Box 106 

 Presidential Statement: Plane Shooting, 09/02/1983 

 Address to the Nation: 09/05/1983 (1) 

 

Box 106A 

Address to the Nation 09/05/1983 (2)(3) 

  

 Box 107 

 Radio Talk: Voice of America, 09/10/1983 
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 Box 108 

Statement: Resolution Condemning Soviet Murder of 269 People Aboard KAL 007, 

09/15/1983 

Radio Talk: Reaction to KAL 007, 09/17/1983 

 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL STAFF AND OFFICE FILES 

Clark, William P.: Files 

Box 3 

KAL 007-Shootdown [09/01/1983-09/03/1983] 

 

Counterterrorism and Narcotics Directorate, NSC: Records 

 RAC Box 8 

 Terrorism Incidents (Korean Airlines #858) 

 

Crisis Management Center, NSC: Records 

 RAC Box 3 

 KAL 007 (1)-(4) 

 World Reaction to KAL (1)(2) 

 

European and Soviet Affairs Directorate, NSC: Records 

 RAC Box 4 

Korean Airlines Shootdown  

 

 RAC Box 17 

 USSR: KAL Incident – September 1, 1983 (1)-(8)  

 Working Files: KAL (1-5) 

 

Executive Secretariat, NSC: Cable Files: Records 

Box 60 

 KAL (Korean Airlines) File (09/01/1983) 

 KAL (Korean Airlines) File (09/02/1983) (1)-(4) 

 

 Box 61 

 KAL (Korean Airlines) File (09/03/1983) (1)-(3) 

 KAL (Korean Airlines) File (09/04/1983) (1)-(2) 

 KAL (Korean Airlines) File (09/05/1983) (1)-(2) 

 KAL (Korean Airlines) File (09/06/1983) (1)-(4) 

 KAL (Korean Airlines) File (09/07/1983) (1)-(2) 

 

 Box 62 

 KAL (Korean Airlines) File II (09/07/1983) (1)-(4) 

 KAL (Korean Airlines) File II (09/08/1983) (1)-(4) 

 KAL (Korean Airlines) File II (09/09/1983) (1)-(4) 

 

 Box 63 

 KAL (Korean Airlines) File II (09/10/1983) (1)-(3) 

 KAL (Korean Airlines) File II (09/11/1983) (1)-(2) 

 KAL (Korean Airlines) File III (09/08/1983-09/11/1983) 

 KAL (Korean Airlines) File III 09/12/1983 (1)-(4) 

KAL (Korean Airlines) File III 09/13/1983 (1)-(4) 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2021-12/40-767-12025073-063-006-2017.pdf
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 Box 64 

 KAL (Korean Airlines) File III 09/14/1983 (1) 

 KAL (Korean Airlines) File III 09/14/1983 (2) 

 

KAL (Korean Airlines) File III 09/15/1983 (1)(2) 

KAL (Korean Airlines) File III 09/16/1983 (1)(2) 

KAL (Korean Airlines) File III 09/17/1983-09/19/1983 

KAL (Korean Airlines) File III 09/20/1983 

KAL (Korean Airlines) File III 09/21/1983 

KAL (Korean Airlines) File III 09/22/1983-09/23/1983 

 

Executive Secretariat, NSC: National Security Planning Group (NSPG): Records 

NSPG 0068 & 0068A 09/03/1983 [Lebanon & KAL] (1)-(3) 

 

Executive Secretariat, NSC: Subject File: Records 

Box 43 

Korean Airlines Shootdown (08/31/1983-November 1983) (1)-(9) 

 

Box 44 

Korean Airlines Shootdown (08/31/1983-November 1983) (10)-(22) 

Korean Airlines Shootdown (08/31/1983) (1) 

Korean Airlines Shootdown (08/31/1983) (2) 

 

 

Fortier, Donald: Files 

 RAC Box 6 

  KAL Shootdown: [09/01/83] 

  KAL Shootdown: [09/02/83] 

  KAL Shootdown: [09/03/83] 

  KAL Shootdown: [09/04/83 – 09/06/83] 

KAL Shootdown: [09/07/83] 

KAL Shootdown: [09/08/83] 

KAL Shootdown: [09/09/83 – 09/12/83] 

KAL Shootdown: [09/13/83 – 09/19/83] 

KAL Shootdown: [09/20/83] 

KAL Shootdown: [09/21/83 – 09/30/83] 

KAL Shootdown: [10/01/83 – 10/31/83] 

KAL Shootdown: [Fortier’s Things in Safe] 

 

Intelligence Directorate, NSC: Records 

 RAC Box 1 

Korean Airline Disaster 09/01/1983: (09/01/1983-09/15/1983) 

Korean Airline Disaster 09/01/1983: (09/16/1983) 

Korean Airline Disaster 09/01/1983: (09/17/1983-10/31/1983) 

Korean Airline Disaster 09/01/1983: (11/01/1983-10/05/1984) 

Korean Airline Disaster 09/01/1983: Korean Airlines - Radios 

Korean Airline Disaster 09/01/1983: KAL Response 

Korean Airlines Working File (09/01/1983-09/08/1983) 

Korean Airlines Working File (09/09/1983-09/11/1983) 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2021-12/40-767-12025073-064-001-2021.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2021-12/40-767-12025073-064-002-2021.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2021-12/40-767-12025073-064-009-2021.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2021-12/40-767-12025073-064-010-2021.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2021-12/40-753-12026365-044-014-2021.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2021-12/40-753-12026365-044-015-2021.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2021-12/40-263-R01-027-2021.pdf
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Korean Airlines Working File: Intelligence (KAL) 05/11/1978-09/01/1983 

Korean Airlines Working File: Intelligence (KAL) 09/02/1983-09/05/1983 

Korean Airlines Working File: Intelligence (KAL) 09/06/1983-09/19/1983 

Korean Airlines Working File: Intelligence (KAL) 09/20/1983-09/30/1983 

Korean Airlines Working File: Policy (KAL) 

Korean Airlines Working File: Press (KAL) 

 

Kimmit, Robert: Files 

 RAC Box 6 

 Legal: KAL Airliner: [09/07/83 – 09/12/83] 

 Legal: KAL: [09/13/83 – 11/04/83] 

 

Kraemer, Sven: Files 

 RAC Box 10 

 Compliance – Korean Airliner (September, 1983) 

 

Laux, David N.: Files 

RAC Box 26 

[Korean Airlines (KAL)] (09/01/1983) 

[Korean Airlines (KAL)] (09/02/1983) 

[Korean Airlines (KAL)] (09/03/1983) 

[Korean Airlines (KAL)] (09/04/1983-09/05/1983) 

[Korean Airlines (KAL)] (09/06/1983-09/07/1983) 

[Korean Airlines (KAL)] (09/08/1983-09/24/1983) 

 

Lilac, Robert:  Files 

RAC Box 14 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines] KAL [09/01/1983-09/06/1983] 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines] KAL [09/07/1983] 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines] KAL [09/08/1983] (1)(2) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines] KAL [09/09/1983] 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines] KAL [09/10/1983] (1)(2) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines] KAL [09/11/1983-09/12/1983] 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines] KAL [09/13/1983-09/14/1983] 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines] KAL [09/15/1983] (1)(2) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines] KAL [09/16/1983-09/17/1983] 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines] KAL [09/18/1983] 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines] KAL [09/19/1983] 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines] KAL [09/20/1983-09/24/1983] 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines] KAL [09/25/1983-09/27/1983] 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines] KAL [09/28/1983] 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines] KAL [09/29/1983-09/30/1983] 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines] KAL [October 1983] 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines] KAL [November 1983] 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Actions, Economic, Press] (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Diplomatic, Civil Aviation] (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Legislative Affairs] (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Legal, NSDD, Strategy Paper]  

 (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Task Force Update]  

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2021-12/40-263-R01-031-2021.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2021-12/40-263-R01-032-2021.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/2021-12/40-263-R01-033-2021.pdf
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AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Foreign Response, Soviet Statement,  

 Tapes] (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Intelligence] (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Background Paper] (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Global Positioning System]  

 (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Memorial] (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Foreign Reactions] (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Search and Rescue] (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Violations of US Airspace]  

 (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: News Reports and George Will  

 Article] (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Presidential Response-Radio Talk, 

Voice of America] (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Talk Shows] (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Presidential Letters] (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Letters From the Public] (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Federal Aviation Administration]  

 (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Talking Points, Fact Sheet] (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Address to the Nation] (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Acceptance of General Arnold Award,  

 September 14, 1983, Clark Speech] (Binder) 

AT (Arms Transfers): [Korean Airlines KAL 007: Speakes Backgrounder, September 5,  

 1983] (Binder) 

 

Matlock, Jack F., Jr.: Files 

Box 28 

KAL (Korean Airlines) (1)-(3) 

 

North, Oliver: Files 

 Box 76 

 SSG: Korean Airlines Shootdown (1)-(4) 

 

National Security Affairs, Office of the Assistant to the President: Chronological File: Records 

8306542 

 

Robinson, Roger W.: Files 

RAC Box 4 

KAL Protest  

KAL/USSR 09/11/83 – 09/16/83 

KAL/USSR 09/17/83 – 09/21/83 

KAL/USSR 09/22/83 – 11/20/83 

KAL/USSR 11/21/83 – 08/08/84 

KAL/USSR 09/01/83 – 09/10/83 

KAL/USSR 08/09/84 – 09/05/84 

 

Sigur, Gaston: Files 

 RAC Box 10 
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 Korean Airlines (KAL) 007 (1)-(20) 

 

Sims, Robert: Files (NSC) 

 RAC Box 1 

 KAL 007 (09/01/1983 – 09/13/1983) 

 KAL 007 (9/4/1983) (1)(2) 

 KAL 007 (9/5/1983 – 9/18/1983) 

 KAL 007 (9/19/1983 – 10/3/1983) 

 

Thompson, Paul B.: Files 

 RAC Box 5 

 KAL-007 (Korean Airlines) 

 

WHITE HOUSE OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT: PRESIDENTIAL 

HANDWRITING FILE (COPY SET)  

Presidential Handwriting File: Presidential Speeches 

 Box 11 

Folder 203 

 09/03/1983 Korean Airliner & Labor Day 073600 SP601-03 

 09/05/1983 Korean Airliner Speech 167663 SP799 

Folder 206 

09/17/1983 Radio Talk: Reaction To KAL 007 160691 FG024  

 

FEDERAL RECORDS 

 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE: OFFICE OF THE HISTORIAN 

Department of State: Office of the Historian: Records 

 Box 8 

Current Policy No. 507: Korean Airline Massacre, President Reagan, Address to the 

Nation, 09/05/1983 

 

 Box 143 

U.S. Information Agency: The Shooting down of KAL 007: Moscow’s Charges and the 

Record 

 


