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The Reverend Rick Esterline 
Associate Pastor 
Seventh - Day Adventist Church 
455 Maitland AvenQe 
~ltamonte Springs, Florida 32701 

Dear Mr. Esterline: 

_United States 1.. ~partment of State 

. Was'h ington, D.C. 20520 

Februar y .7, 1984 

I am replying to your letter to ' Pre$ident Reagan regarding 
the establishment of diplomatic relat ions between the United 
states and the Holy See. It was tho~ghtful of you to enclose a 
copy of £Q~~!£ Conflict. • • 

, 
In the desire to further promote existin~ mutual friendly re

lations, the United states and · the Holy see ann'ounced the estab
lishment of diplomatic relations on ~anuary 10, 1984 . . This is 
not a question of recognition on our part. The United States has 
long recognized the Holy See as hav~ng an international person
ali ty distinct from the Roman Catholic;- Church·. 

The United States and the Vatican have maintained close 
contacts for some time. In rec ~nt years, we have had representa
tion in Vatican City in the person of ~ he President's Personal 
Re presentative to the Holy ~ee. President 1 Roosevelt established 
this practice in 1939. What we are doing now is establishing 

' d iplomatic relations. ' 

our Ambassador will be accredit~d to the Holy See, an inter
national focal point of diplomatic. contact. We join 107 other na
t ions, including all our major Wester n allies, in establishing 
d i plomatic relations with the Holy; ~ee . It is an inter
nationally-recognized sovereign entity which is represented at 
such international organizations a~ the United Nations and the 
Organization of American States. The Ho i y See has entered into 
international treaties, some of which the U.S. Goverment has also 
signed. Vatican City is an independen~ city state, under the 
jurisdiction of the Holy See. The Hol¥ ~ee .is in effect the 
government with which our emba~sy will

0

9 eal . ., 
Before making the decision to establ_i$ h diplomatic relations 

with the Holy See, the Administration consulted with appropriate 
members and committees of Congress~- t'-!oreover, ·Congress recently 
repealed an 1867 statute which sta{ ed that· fede ral funds could be 
used for a diplomatic mission ,to th'i/ Vatican. 

This step does not viol~te cons titutional strictures on sep
aration of church and state,. Dip,-ornati_c relations between the 
United states and the Vatican do not confer any special status on 
t h e Roman Catholic Church in this country •or elsewihere. I would 
note that the United States and

0

the Holy S~e maintained di plo-



• - 2 -

ma t ic relations between 1848 ard 186 8". They were allowed to 
lapse for historical reasons which are : 1:f longer clear, but seem 
to have involved Italian unification and the Holy See's loss of 
t he Papal St ates. 

Sin'cere 1y, 
P. I 

· ~omberg 

Acting Assfptant Secretary 
. for ~ublic Affairs and 

• Actin.g Sp?kesman 

Q • 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

840097.0 

0 F F I C E 

JANUARY 12, 1984 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

194703 

LETTER 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

PASTOR RICK ESTERLINE 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
SEVENTH - DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 
455 MAITLAND AVENUE 
ALTAMONTE SPRINGS FL 32701 

SUBJECT: REGARDING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE 
VATICAN 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
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DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLY 

;-J(JOHN HILBOLDT 

'1)' Issue Related Gift 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

I was told by Linda that we had been 
referring all questions of this 
n a ture to you for referral to State. 

Should we now send them to Blackwell? 

Our yellow sheet arrived in Central 
Reference and as you can see was a 
little confusing. 
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I 84009?.O 
TH-DAV 

465 MAITLAND AVENUE/ ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL 32701 /PHONE 834 -6789 • tcHURCH . . 

Pastor Cliff Robbins 
Rick Esterline, Assoc. Pastor 

1 9:. 170 ') _,._ • '- -.- ' - • u 
President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

I do appreciate the work that you have done so far for the benefit of the 
American people and the credibility of the Presidency. You are to be especially 
commended for your even-handedness in this . very difficult period of history. 
Let us praise God together that we are not already in a world-wide war. 
However, there is one note of warning which I wish to sound. While I do 
appreciate the fact that i t seems to be politically expedient as well as in the 
interest of world peace, I cannot agree with any moves in the direction of 
establishing diplomatic relations with the Vatican. 

You may be somewhat curious as towhy so many have taken interest in this 
subject. While I cannot speak for the rest, I can enlighten you somewhat as to 
the view of many Seventh-day Adventists. For many years now we have believed 
that the Papacy would regain its power and popularity. We have also believed 
that they would unite their efforts with the protestant world and use civil 
power to enforce their views upon the whole nation. For years we have been 
anticipating this awful day. We feel that to establish diplomatic ties with 
the Vatican is bringing the nation one step close r to the fulfillment of this 
dreadful prophecy. Let it not be written in the books of heaven that you were 
the one who was the instrumental in bringing this to pass. 

So that you might better understand our point of view, I have included 
a book for you. I think you will find chapters 25, 35, 38, and 39 to be most 
relevant at this point in time. May God be with you as you consider these 
matters. 

Rick Esterline 
Associate Pastor 

[~G "INTO ALL THE WORLD" 
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MEMORA ND UM 

THE WHITE HO U SE 

WAS HI NGTO N 

February 11, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 
I .) I ROBERT C. McFARLANE :>~~

1
•• 

.,! ' 
.. 

' ;. 

' JfTftflf 
/ /~O 
CCI~// 

116 ~ Wc~ 
/ 

/',fjpc/-~L-
/~?c/ff 
~CdJff 

SUBJECT: Arrangements for Papal Sto2over in Alaska -
Thank you for sending me Archbishop Laghi's request for 
assistance during the Pope's transit of the United States in 
May. We have begun preparations for that brief stopover and f 
plan to have Cabinet-level representation there to greet Pope / 
John Paul II. Judge Clark has agreed to head our delegation A,.Jrl 

that will be in A aska during .!,_he ref~elJ:Eg stop. U,-/(1'/f 

Dr. Ty Cobb of my staff is coordinating with State on the 
arrangements for the brief stopover and will continue to stay 
in touch with Don Gregg. 



1169 

MEMOR:ANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION February 9, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE 

TYRUS W. COBB G\""v...,c......-FROM: 
.... 

SUBJECT: Reply to the Vice President 

The Vice President has written informing you of a call from Pio 
Laghi seeking authorization for the Pope's plane to land in 
Alaska during a refueling stop in May. The Vice President 
indicated that Laghi could assume permission was granted. 

We have already coordinated with State on this matter, and have 
secured Judge Clark's agreement to go to Alaska to represent the 
United States during the refueling stop. Your memorandum to the 
Vice President at Tab I acknowledges his communication and 
informs him of the actions we have already taken to assist the 
Pope's transit. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memo to the Vice President at Tab I. 

Approve __ Disapprove __ 

Attachment 
Tab I - Memo to the Vice President 
TAb II - Incoming Correspondence 
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MEMORANDUM FOR BUD MCFARLANE 

FEB 7 1984 

1169 
THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

February 7, 1984 

SUB-JECT: PHONE CONVERSATION WITH ARCHBISHOP 
PIO LAGHI, APOSTOLIC DELEGATE IN THE 
UNITED STATES, February 1, 1984 

Archbishop Laghi called last week to tell me that he 
was seeking authorization £cir the Holy Father's 
airplane to land at Anchorage, Alaska on May 2. 
The Pope will be enroute'the Far East. Bishop Laghi 
very tactfully suggested that it would be appropriate 
to have a government representative ther~. I 1 

understand that Secretary Donovan was our representative 
the last time. He also wanted the various Senators 
and Congressmen to know of the arrival. 

I told him that he could assume authorization had • 
been granted and that I would convey his message to 
you. I mentioned this to Admiral Poindexter, but 
wanted to follow-up in writing. 
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National Security Council 
,. . r· ;::: 1 1 :~Drhe White House 

\,,I - • 

\~J ., ~Co \\) 

Bill Martin 

Bob Kimmitt 
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Wilma Hall 

Bud Mcfarlane 

Bob Kimmitt 

NSC Secretariat 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

. 
0265 !9f . .:tY% 

--{!LJ/7() 
,Ji?;s. 

January 11, 1984 
rt:Jc£JcZ 
P~t' 7,-,!J/ 

MEETING WITH ARCHBISHOP PIO LAGHI 
~cc~ 
r&agff 

DATE: 
LOCATION: 
TIME: 

FROM: 

I. PURPOSE 

January 12, 1984 
Oval Office 
10:00 a.m. - 10:05 a.m. 

ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

'L:Q_P.rovide a photo opportui~ty for Apostolie Belegate, 
Archibishop Pio Laghi and Bill Wilson. 

II. BACKGROUND 

On January 10 we and the Vatican announced the establishment of 
formal diplomatic ties between the United States and the Hol y 
See. Bill Wilson will be in Washington on his way to Rome on 
January 12 and we thought it would be appropriate to provide a 
photo opportunity for Bill and Archbishop Pio La ghi, the 
Apostolic Delegate in Washington. The Pope has informed us of 
his intention to name the Archbishop as Papal Pro-Nuncio 
(Ambassador) t o t he U.S. The Arc hbishop's bio is at Tab A. 
Suggested talk i ng points are also attached. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

U.S. 
The President 
Vice President 
Robert C. McFarl a ne 
William Wilson 
Deputy Assista nt Secretary John Kelly (State) 
Peter R. Sommer , NSC 
Meese, Baker, Deaver will attend at their discretion. 

Holy See 
Archbishop Pio Laghi 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

Photo opportunity in Oval Office. 

Tab A Pio Laghi bio 
Prepared by: 
Pe ter R. Sommer 

f&[)// 
g/J~h--1:;_ 

cc Vice President 
Ed Meese 
Jim Baker 
Mike Deaver 



TALKING POINTS FOR USE BY THE PRESIDENT IN HIS MEETING WITH 
APOSTOLIC DELEGATE PIO LAGHI AND WILLIAM WILSON 

I am delighted with the establishment of formal diplomatic 

relations between the United States and the Holy See. 

Our mutual relations have long been close and beneficial. 

We see formal diplomatic t:ies c1s further promoting and 

strengthening our alreQdy strong relationship. 

The United StatPs, and I personally, hoJ.d Pope John Paul II 

in high esteem. We respect the grea t moral and political 

influence whi ch he and the qatican exercise throughout the world . 

We especially c-,d ,:1i re th2 couraq2nu ,: st n. nd the Pope has taken in 

defense of Westarn values and hiP pfforts to achieve a 

significant recu. r~ i nr c f t:he v->c, :: ld ' s nuclear arsenals. 

Eminence, 1 look forward to receiving you when you present 

your letters of credence. 

Bill Wil sen, I am confident you will make a great U.S. 

Ambassador t o the Holy See. 



' 

Archbishop Pio Laghi 

Papal Pro-Nuncio of the Holy See 

Archbishop Laghi, 61, a native of Castiglione, Italy, 

entered the Vatican diplomatic service in 1952. Ee has 

served in Nicaragua, in India, and in the United States, as 

Secretary of the Apostolic Delegation from 1954 to 1961. He 

was Apostolic Delegate to Jerusalem and Palestine from 

1969 to 1974 and Nuncio to Argentina from 1974 to 1980. He 

has also served in Rome with the Council for the Public 

Affairs of the Church. Since 1980 he has been Apostolic 

Delegate in Washinqton, D. C. 

... ., 
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