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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release September 25, 1987

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO
CONCERNED WOMEN FOR AMERICA CONVENTION

Crystal City Marriott
Crystal City, Virginia

11:00 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: (Applause.) Thank you. Thank you all
very much. And believe me, welcome to Washington. (Laughter.) It's
wonderful to see you all here. Makes me feel as if the
reinforcements have just arrived. (Applause.)

I have to tell you that back there, and hearing those
songs before I came out put a lump in my throat. And I was trying to
control that when I came in, and you just enlarged it. (Laughter and
applause.) I want to congratulate you on your fourth national
convention -- in just a few short years you've become the largest
politically active women's organization in the nation. (Applause.)

A lot of the credit, of course, has to go to one woman.
She's one of the powerhouses on the political scene today, and one of
the reasons that the grassroots are more and more a conservative
province. Because of her, the great majority of women once again
have a voice in the issues of the day -~ (applause) == you can no
longer be ignored by the media or by their elected representatlves.
(Applause.)

Beverly LaHaye is changing the face of American politics
-- and she deserves our thanks and congratulations. (Applause.)

You know, thinking of this convention brought back to
mind one of my favorite stories about Calvin Coolidge. Some of you
may know that after Cal Coolidge was introduced to the sport of

fishing by his Secret Service detail, -- (laughter) -- it got to be
quite a passion with him, if you can use that word about "Silent
Cal." (Laughter.) Anyway, he was once asked by reporters how many

fish were in one of his favorite angling places, the River Brule.
Coolidge said the waters were estimated to carry 45,000 trout. And
then he said, "I haven't caught them all yet, but I sure have
intimidated them." (Laughter and applause.)

Well, there are only 535 senators and congressmen up on
Capitol Hill. And, as Beverly might say, we haven't caught them all
yet -- but we've sure got their attention. (Applause.) And one of
the things we're going to keep their attention focused on is -- well,
you might say it's making sure that justice is done =-- that Justice
Bork is confirmed by the Senate as our next Supreme Court Justice.

Now, I'm going to talk about him a little bit here, but I
feel like I'm preaching to the choir. (Laughter.) The Wall Street
Journal called Judge Bork, and I quote, "the most qualified American
alive to serve on the Supreme Court." (Applause.) And I think his
testimony, which was completed last Saturday, demonstrated that to
the nation. (Applause.) The American people saw not only a
brilliant legal mind at work, but also a wise man who was prudent ‘and
fair, a man of careful cons1deratlon and deep learning.

Before the hearings began, there was a lot of talk by
certain interest groups to the effect that Judge Bork was a political
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ideologue. On TVs across the nation, those who tuned into the
hearings saw something very different indeed. They saw a judge who
impressively argued against ideology -- and that is, against the
current fashion in some legal circles that says a judge should bend
the law to suit his own political agenda. We've had too much of that
already. (Applause.)

Judge Bork clearly spelled out his philosophy: that a
judge should keep his own views from interfering with an
interpretation of the laws and the Constitution according to the
intentions of those who enacted them, consistent with precedent. 1In
other words, a judge should interpret the laws, and not make them.
(Applause.) Well, I was going to start the next sentence with "I
think." I'm switching. (Laughter.) I know you'll agree, we need
more judges like that. (Applause.)

Now, before the hearings, these same interest groups also
argued that Judge Bork was "outside the mainstream." But recently,
in an article on the op-ed page of The Washington Post, President
Carter's White House Counsel, Lloyd Cutler, threw that canard out the
window. I have a hunch that maybe The Post was thinking they would
get a different view than they got when they accepted his op-ed
piece. (Laughter.) Mr. Cutler wrote of Judge Bork, and I'll quote
again, "His views were and are widely shared by justices and
academics who are in the moderate center."

Well, it's clear now that the charges that Robert Bork is
too ideological are themselves ideologically inspired and that the
criticism of him as "outside the mainstream" can only be held by
those who are themselves so far outside the mainstream that they've
long ago -- (applause) =-- they've long ago lost sight of the moderate
center.

And there's one subject I wish the hearings had dealt
with more thoroughly -- and that's crime. Nearly one-third of the.
Supreme Court's docket is devoted to criminal cases. As a judge on
one of our nation's most important appellate courts, Judge Bork has
handed down tough but fair decisions that have not only protected the
rights of the accused -- but the rights of the victims as well. And
they've been too long ignored. (Applause.) And I know you'll agree
-- our Constitution requires no less.

And if people want a measure of how the American public
feels on the nomination of Robert Bork to the Supreme Court, they
should ask this organization about the 72,000 petitions, pro-Bork
petitions, that have flooded in over the last three weeks -- with
more coming in all the time. (Applause.) Now, I don't usually make
predictions, I've always been a little superstitious about that. But
in this case I feel confident that reason will prevail over politics.
So I'm going to make this prediction: Not only that Judge Bork will
be confirmed, but that he will go down in history as one of the
finest Supreme Court Justices our nation has even known. (Applause.)

And now, even though I'm going to change subjects here,
I'm still preaching to the choir. (Laughter.) The next item on our
agenda -- and nothing we've done in the last six and a half years has
been more important -- is the survival of freedom in Central America.
(Applause.)

Believe me, I know how much your organization has done in
that cause =-- setting up schools, medical clinics, and farms to help
refugees fleeing communist oppression, $4 million worth of clothes in
one shipment alone. And over the last few years, you've been vital
in getting the message out to the American people, but this is the
crucial moment. Now is the time we must redouble our efforts to make
sure that the hope for freedom in Nicaragua is not betrayed once
again.

In the latest issue of Public Opinion Magazine, they
printed the results of an extensive polling of American attitudes
towards Central America. And the numbers make it very clear: The
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message is getting across. The American public recognizes the great
danger posed by an aggressive, communist government in Nicaragua and,
by a large majority, favors continued aid to the Nicaraguan freedom
fighters battling to liberate their nation from communist tyranny.
(Applause.)

Of those who had an opinion, a huge majority described
Central America as, "very important to the defense interests of the
United States." And they agreed that the situation in Nicaragua is a
threat to the security of the United States. (Applause.) Huge
majorities believe there is a danger of Nicaragua becoming another
Cuba -- an aggressive Soviet outpost exporting revolution to its
neighboring countries. And that is the real problem -- communist
Nicaragua is, in fact, a Soviet beachhead in the Americas.
(Applause.)

And on the subject of aid to the freedom fighters, the
numbers were impressive. Asked the question: Should the United
States aid the rebels to prevent communist influence from spreading
to other countries in Central America -- 58 percent said yes and only
29 percent were opposed. (Applause.)

Well, I can tell you, aid to the freedom fighters must
and will continue. (Applause.) The American people want it, justice
demands it, and it's the only way to make the Marxist-Leninists in
Managua sincerely talk peace. (Applause.) In the months ahead, as
the Central American peace progress -- or process undergoes its
inevitable complications, it'll be even more vital to keep the
central issue before the American people -~ democracy in Nicaragua.
We can accept nothing less. Only with freedom and democracy in
Nicaragua will there be true peace and a chance for real, lasting
economic development in Central America. Anything short of true
democracy in Nicaragua will at best bring only a false peace to
Central America. The wound will fester and the infection will break
out once again. Remember back, when they were trying to tell us in
certalin areas of the media that Castro was the George Washington of
Cuba? (Laughter.)

‘There's only one fair path to peace: free and fair
elections open to all. (Applause.) Now the Sandinistas have
promised to end all censorship. Well, that's a good beginning and we
must hold them to it. But it's only a beginning. The next steps are
obvious: open up the jails and let the thousands of political
prisoners free; -- (applause) -- let the exiles come home; allow
freedom of worship, free labor unions, a free economy; dissolve the
so-called "neighborhood watch committees;" and give the people of
Nicaragua back their basic human rights. (Applause.) And last, but
not least, send the Soviets and the Cubans home. (Applause.)

Anyone who demands anything less of the Sandinistas --
anyone who does not insist on true democracy in Nicaragua -- is not
serving the cause of peace. We'll not be satisfied with mere show --
with "Potemkin" reforms. Until these conditions are met,
"democratization" will be no more than a fraud. And until they're
met, we'll press for true democracy by supporting those who are
fighting for it. (Applause.)

Well, I've talked long enough -- (applause) -- I know --
(applause) - but I'd like to leave you with one thought. 1In this
bicentennial year, I keep being drawn back to George Washington's
first inaugural address. He said, "There is no truth more thoroughly
established than that there exists in the economy and course of
nature an indissoluble union between virtue and happiness." America
will prosper, America will succeed, he was saying, only so long as
she is good. For the "propitious smiles of heaven can never be
expected on a nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and
right which heaven itself has ordained." (Applause.)

He reminded his countrymen that there is something more
at stake here than our own advantage. And that something is the
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"preservation of the sacred fire of liberty" which he said was
deeply, finally "staked on the experiment intrusted to the hands of
the American people." (Applause.)

These words ring just as urgently true today -- perhaps
even more so. And it's individuals and groups like yours who have
responded to that sense of urgency, who've taken up Washington's
call, who will keep America good -- and therefore prospering.
Working from the grassroots through all the branches of government,
it is people like you who are keeping that sacred fire of liberty
alive. '

I've said many times before and will repeat again before
I leave here, you may call it mysticism if you will, but I have
always believed there had to be some divine plan that put these great
continents here in the Western Hemisphere between the two great
oceans to be found by people who had such a love of freedom and a
desire for that kind of freedom in their hearts, that they would
uproot themselves from their homelands and from every part of the
world, come here to create this country.

And the other day I received a letter -- a line in it so
elogquent from a man that I have to quote it. He said, "You can go to
live in France but you cannot become a Frenchman. You can go to live
in Japan, you cannot become Japanese. In Turkey or Greece or
anyplace else you cannot become one of them. But everybody or
anybody from every corner of this world can come to the United States
and become an American." (Applause.)

I thank you all and I God bless you all. And I ask his
blessing on it == on all to you. And then I'm just going to leave
you with one little thing about some of those other parts of the
world. :

I have become a collector of stories that are told among
the people of the Soviet Union, that raveal that they have a sense of
humor but also some cynicism about their present system. And I've
collected quite a number of them and they're just wonderful. And one
that I think is kind of interesting is the question that was asked in
school over there about how do you tell a communist? I said, "Well,
it's someone who reads Marx and Lenin." And how do you tell an
anti-communist? "It's someone who understands Marx and Lenin."
(Laughter and applause.)

Thank you all. Thank you very much.

END 11:20 A.M. EDT



(GILDER) Q/24/87 - 2 A.M.

CONCERNED WOMEN FOR AMERICA CONVENTION
FR?SX%TAéﬁg%EﬁéEXIEEfN§387

THANK YOU, THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH
AND WELCOME TO WASHINGTON. IT’s WONDERFUL
TO SEE YOU ALL HERE. IT MAKES ME FEEL
AS IF THE REINFORCEMENTS HAVE JUST ARRIVED.

FIRST, I WANT TO CONGRATULATE YOU
ON YOUR FOURTH NATIONAL CONVENTION --
IN JUST A FEW SHORT YEARS YOU'VE BECOME
THE LARGEST POLITICALLY ACTIVE WOMEN'S
ORGANIZATION IN THE NATION. A LOT OF
THE CREDIT, OF COURSE, HAS TO 60
TO ONE WOMAN, SHE's ONE OF THE POWERHOUSES
ON THE POLITICAL SCENE TODAY, ONE OF
THE REASONS THAT THE “GRASSROOTS” ARE MORE
AND MORE A CONSERVATIVE PROVINCE,
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BECAUSE OF HER, THE GREAT MAJORITY OF WOMEN
ONCE AGAIN HAVE A VOICE IN THE ISSUES
OF THE DAY -- THEY CAN NO LONGER BE IGNORED
BY THE MEDIA OR BY THEIR ELECTED
REPRESENTATIVES.
BEVERLY LAHAYE IS CHANGING THE FACE
OF AMERICAN POLITICS -- AND SHE DESERVES
OUR THANKS AND OUR CONGRATULATIONS,
THINKING OF THIS CONVENTION BROUGHT
BACK TO MIND ONE OF MY FAVORITE STORIES
ABOUT CALVIN COOLIDGE, SOME OF YOU MAY
KNOW THAT AFTER CAL COOLIDGE WAS
INTRODUCED TO THE SPORT OF FISHING BY
HIS SECRET SERVICE DETAIL, IT GOT TO BE
QUITE A PASSION WITH HIM, IF YOU CAN USE
THAT WORD ABOUT ”“SILENT CAL.” ANYWAY,
HE WAS ONCE ASKED BY REPORTERS HOW MANY FISH
WERE IN ONE OF HIS FAVORITE ANGLING PLACES,
THE RIVER BRULE,
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AND COOLIDGE SAID THE WATERS WERE ESTIMATED
TO CARRY 45,000 TROUT., AND THEN HE SAID,
“1 HAVEN'T CAUGHT THEM ALL YET, BUT I SURE
HAVE INTIMIDATED THEM,”

WELL, THERE ARE ONLY 535 SENATORS AND
CONGRESSMEN UP ON CAPITOL HILL,
AND, AS BEVERLY MIGHT SAY, WE HAVEN'T CAUGHT
THEM ALL YET -- BUT WE'VE SURE GOT THEIR
ATTENTION,

AND ONE OF THE THINGS WE’RE GOING
TO KEEP THEIR ATTENTION FOCUSED ON IS --
WELL, YOU MIGHT SAY IT's MAKING SURE
THAT JUSTICE IS DONE -- THAT JUDGE BORK
IS CONFIRMED BY THE SENATE AS OUR NEXT
SUPREME COURT JUSTICE,

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL CALLED
JUDGE BORK, AND I QUOTE, “...THE MOST
QUALIFIED AMERICAN ALIVE TO SERVE ON
THE SUPREME COURT.” HIS TESTIMONY,
WHICH WAS COMPLETED LAST SATURDAY,
DEMONSTRATED THAT TO THE NATION,




T

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE SAW NOT ONLY A BRILLIANT
LEGAL MIND AT WORK, BUT ALSO A WISE MAN
WHO WAS PRUDENT AND FAIR, A MAN OF CAREFUL
CONSIDERATION AND DEEP LEARNING,

BEFORE THE HEARINGS BEGAN, THERE WAS
A LOT OF TALK BY CERTAIN INTEREST GROUPS
TO THE EFFECT THAT JUDGE BORK WAS
A POLITICAL IDEOLOGUE, ON TV's ACROSS
THE NATION, THOSE WHO TUNED INTO THE
HEARINGS SAW SOMETHING VERY DIFFERENT
INDEED, THEY SAW A JUDGE WHO IMPRESSIVELY
ARGUED AGAINST IDEOLOGY -- THAT IS,
AGAINST THE CURRENT FASHION IN SOME LEGAL
CIRCLES THAT SAYS A JUDGE SHOULD BEND
THE LAW TO SUIT HIS OWN POLITICAL AGENDA,
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JUDGE BORK CLEARLY SPELLED QUT HIS

PHILOSOPHY: THAT A JUDGE SHOULD KEEP

HIS OWN VIEWS FROM INTERFERING WITH

AN INTERPRETATION OF THE LAWS AND

THE CONSTITUTION ACCORDING TO THE INTENTIONS

OF THOSE WHO ENACTED THEM, CONSISTENT WITH

PRECEDENT. IN OTHER WORDS, A JUDGE SHOULD

INTERPRET THE LAWS, NOT MAKE THEM, I THINK

YOU'LL AGREE, WE NEED MORE JUDGES LIKE THAT,
BEFORE THE HEARINGS, THESE SAME

INTEREST GROUPS ALSO ARGUED THAT JUDGE BORK

WAS "OUTSIDE THE MAINSTREAM.“ BUT RECENTLY,

IN AN ARTICLE ON THE OP-ED PAGE OF

THE WASHINGTON POST, PRESIDENT CARTER's

WHITE HOUSE COUNSEL, LLOYD CUTLER,

THREW THAT CANARD OUT THE WINDOW,

MR. CUTLER WROTE OF JUDGE BORK, AND I QUOTE,

“,. HIS VIEWS WERE AND ARE WIDELY SHARED

BY JUSTICES AND ACADEMICS WHO ARE IN

THE MODERATE CENTER.”
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IT's CLEAR NOW THAT THE CHARGES THAT
ROBERT BORK IS TOO IDEOLOGICAL ARE
THEMSELVES IDEOLOGICALLY INSPIRED,
AND THAT THE CRITICISM OF HIM AS
"OUTSIDE THE MAINSTREAM"” CAN ONLY BE HELD

BY THOSE WHO ARE THEMSELVES SO FAR OUTSIDE

THE MAINSTREAM THAT THEY'VE LONG AGO
LOST SIGHT OF THAT MODERATE CENTER,

THERE’s ONE SUBJECT I WISH THE HEARINGS

HAD DEALT WITH MORE THOROUGHLY --

AND THAT’s CRIME. NEARLY ONE-THIRD

OF THE SUPREME COURT's DOCKET IS DEVOTED
TO CRIMINAL CASES. AS A JUDGE ON ONE

OF OUR NATION’s MOST IMPORTANT APPELLATE
COURTS, JUDGE BORK HAS HANDED DOWN TOUGH
BUT FAIR DECISIONS THAT HAVE NOT ONLY
PROTECTED THE RIGHTS OF THE ACCUSED --
BUT THE RIGHTS OF THE VICTIMS AS WELL,

AND T THINK YOU'LL AGREE -- OUR CONSTITUTION

REQUIRES NO LESS,
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AND IF PEOPLE WANT A MEASURE OF HOW
THE AMERICAN PUBLIC FEELS ON THE NOMINATION
OF ROBERT BORK TO THE SUPREME COURT,
THEY SHOULD ASK THIS ORGANIZATION ABOUT
THE 72,000 PETITIONS, PRO-BORK PETITIONS,
THAT HAVE FLOODED IN OVER THE LAST
3 WEEKS -- WITH MORE COMING IN ALL THE TIME,
NOW, I DON‘T USUALLY MAKE PREDICTIONS,
BUT IN THIS CASE I FEEL CONFIDENT
THAT REASON WILL PREVAIL OVER POLITICS,
SO I'M GOING TO MAKE THIS PREDICTION:
NOT ONLY THAT JUDGE BORK WILL BE CONFIRMED,
BUT THAT HE WILL GO DOWN IN HISTORY
AS ONE OF THE FINEST SUPREME COURT JUSTICES
OUR NATION HAS EVER KNOWN,

THE NEXT ITEM ON OUR AGENDA --
AND NOTHING WE’VE DONE IN THE LAST
6-1/2 YEARS HAS BEEN MORE IMPORTANT --
IS THE SURVIVAL OF FREEDOM IN CENTRAL
AMERICA,
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BELIEVE ME, 1 KNOW HOW MUCH
YOUR ORGANIZATION HAS DONE IN THAT CAUSE --
SETTING UP SCHOOLS, MEDICAL CLINICS,
AND FARMS TO HELP REFUGEES FLEEING COMMUNIST
OPPRESSION, $4 MILLION OF CLOTHES IN
ONE SHIPMENT ALONE., AND OVER THE LAST
FEW YEARS, YOU'VE BEEN VITAL IN GETTING
THE MESSAGE OUT TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE --
BUT THIS IS THE CRUCIAL MOMENT. NOW IS
THE TIME WE MUST REDOUBLE OUR EFFORTS
TO MAKE SURE THAT THE HOPE FOR FREEDOM
IN NICARAGUA IS NOT BETRAYED ONCE AGAIN,

IN THE LATEST ISSUE OF PUBLIC OPINION
MAGAZINE, THEY PRINTED THE RESULTS OF
AN EXTENSIVE POLLING OF AMERICAN ATTITUDES
TOWARD CENTRAL AMERICA, THE NUMBERS MAKE
IT VERY CLEAR: THE MESSAGE IS GETTING
ACROSS,
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THE AMERICAN PUBLIC RECOGNIZES THE
GREAT DANGER POSED BY AN AGGRESSIVE,
COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT IN NICARAGUA AND,
BY A LARGE MAJORITY, FAVORS CONTINUED
AID TO THE NICARAGUAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS
BATTLING TO LIBERATE THEIR NATION FROM
COMMUNIST TYRANNY,

OF THOSE WHO HAD AN OPINION,
A HUGE MAJORITY DESCRIBED CENTRAL AMERICA
AS, “VERY IMPORTANT TO THE DEFENSE INTERESTS
OF THE UNITED STATES” AND AGREED THAT
THE SITUATION IN NICARAGUA IS A THREAT
TO THE SECURITY OF THE UNITED STATES,
HUGE MAJORITIES BELIEVE THERE IS A DANGER
OF NICARAGUA BECOMING ANOTHER CUBA --
AN AGGRESSIVE SOVIET OUTPOST EXPORTING
REVOLUTION TO ITS NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES,
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AND ON THE SUBJECT OF AID
TO THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS, THE NUMBERS WERE
IMPRESSIVE, ASKED THE QUESTION: SHOULD
THE UNITED STATES AID THE REBELS TO PREVENT
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE FROM SPREADING TO OTHER
COUNTRIES IN CENTRAL AMERICA -- 58 PERCENT
SAID YES, ONLY 29 PERCENT WERE OPPOSED,

AID TO THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS MUST --
AND WILL -- CONTINUE. THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
WANT IT, JUSTICE DEMANDS IT, AND IT's
THE ONLY WAY TO MAKE THE MARXIST-LENINISTS
IN MANAGUA SINCERELY TALK PEACE,
IN THE MONTHS AHEAD, AS THE CENTRAL AMERICAN
PEACE PROCESS UNDERGOES ITS INEVITABLE
COMPLICATIONS, IT WILL BE EVER MORE VITAL
TO KEEP THE CENTRAL ISSUE BEFORE THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE -- DEMOCRACY IN NICARAGUA,
WE CAN ACCEPT NOTHING LESS,
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~ONLY WITH FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY IN NICARAGUA
WILL THERE BE TRUE PEACE AND A CHANCE
FOR REAL, LASTING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
IN CENTRAL AMERICA, ANYTHING SHORT OF
TRUE DEMOCRACY IN NICARAGUA WILL AT BEST
BRING ONLY A FALSE PEACE TO CENTRAL AMERICA,
THE WOUND WILL FESTER -- AND THE INFECTION
WILL BREAK OUT ONCE AGAIN,

THERE IS ONLY ONE PATH TO PEACE:
FREE, FAIR ELECTIONS OPEN TO ALL.
THE SANDINISTAS HAVE PROMISED TO END ALL
CENSORSHIP, THAT IS A GOOD BEGINNING --
AND WE MUST HOLD THEM TO IT. BUT IT IS ONLY
A BEGINNING., THE NEXT STEPS ARE OBVIOUS:
OPEN UP THE JAILS AND LET THE THOUSANDS
OF POLITICAL PRISONERS FREE; LET THE EXILES
COME HOME; ALLOW FREEDOM OF WORSHIP,
FREE LABOR UNIONS, A FREE ECONOMY;
DISSOLVE THE SO-CALLED “NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
COMMITTEES;"” GIVE THE PEOPLE OF NICARAGUA
BACK THEIR BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS,
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AND LAST, BUT NOT LEAST, SEND THE
SOVIETS AND CUBANS HOME,

ANYONE WHO DEMANDS ANYTHING LESS
OF THE SANDINISTAS -- ANYONE WHO DOES NOT
INSIST ON TRUE DEMOCRACY IN NICARAGUA --
IS NOT SERVING THE CAUSE OF PEACE.
WE WILL NOT BE SATISFIED WITH MERE SHOW --
WITH “POTEMKIN” REFORMS. UNTIL THESE
CONDITIONS ARE MET, “DEMOCRATIZATION”
WILL BE NO MORE THAN A FRAUD. AND UNTIL
THEY ARE MET, WE WILL PRESS FOR TRUE
DEMOCRACY BY SUPPORTING THOSE WHO ARE
FIGHTING FOR IT,

WELL, T HAVE TALKED LONG ENOUGH,
BUT T WOULD LIKE TO LEAVE YQU WITH
ONE THOUGHT, IN THIS BICENTENNIAL YEAR,
I KEEP BEING DRAWN BACK TO GEORGE
WASHINGTON's FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS,
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”,..THERE IS NO TRUTH MORE THOROUGHLY
ESTABLISHED,” HE SAID, “THAN THAT THERE
EXISTS IN THE ECONOMY AND COURSE OF NATURE
AN INDISSOLUBLE UNION BETWEEN VIRTUE AND
HAPPINESS....” AMERICA WILL PROSPER,
AMERICA WILL SUCCEED, HE WAS SAYING,
ONLY SO LONG AS SHE IS GOOD,
FOR THE "...PROPITIOUS SMILES OF HEAVEN
CAN NEVER BE EXPECTED ON A NATION THAT
DISREGARDS THE ETERNAL RULES OF ORDER
AND RIGHT WHICH HEAVEN ITSELF HAS
ORDAINED....”

HE REMINDED HIS COUNTRYMEN THAT
THERE IS SOMETHING MORE AT STAKE HERE
THAN OUR OWN ADVANTAGE, THAT SOMETHING
IS THE "PRESERVATION OF THE SACRED FIRE
OF LIBERTY” WHICH HE SAID WAS DEEPLY,
FINALLY “STAKED ON THE EXPERIMENT INTRUSTED
TO THE HANDS OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.”
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THOSE WORDS RING JUST AS URGENTLY TRUE
TODAY -- PERHAPS EVEN MORE SO, AND IT IS
INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS LIKE YOURS WHO HAVE
RESPONDED TO THAT SENSE OF URGENCY, WHO HAVE
TAKEN UP WASHINGTON’s CALL, WHO WILL KEEP
AMERICA GOOD -- AND THEREFORE PROSPERING,
WORKING FROM THE GRASSROOTS THROUGH ALL
THE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT, IT IS PEOPLE
LIKE YOU WHO ARE KEEPING THAT SACRED FIRE
OF LIBERTY ALIVE,

THANK YOU ALL AND GOD BLESS YOU,
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