
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
Collection: Executive Secretariat, NSC: Head of State File: 

Records, 1981-1989 

Folder Title: France: President Mitterrand 

(8204998-8301002) 

Box: 10 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Inventories, visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 
 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  
 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-

support/citation-guide 
 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 

 

 
Last Updated: 04/18/2024 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection: EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT, NSC: Records Archivist: mjd 
Head of State File 

File Folder: FRANCE: President Mitterrand (8204998-8201002) 
Box 10 

FOIA ID: F99-077 /1, Zuber 
Date: 8/16/2000 

1. letter Mitterrand to Reagan, 2p 7/10/82 P l /Fl 
(8204998) 

2. letter PM Andries to Reagan, 2p 7/9/82 Pl/Fl 

3. cable 090440/4 f0 82, 2Mp /. :ti:~ 7/9/82 Pl/Fl 
1) S" 't Q3 -D77 , 

4. cable 0601 lSZ JUL 82, 2p 
'J/-61 

7/6/82 Pl/Fl 

D 

(8207681) ..-

7. letter Mitterrand to Reagan ( original), 1 p 10/28/82 Pl/Fl 

8. cable 281849Z OCT 82, 3p 10/28/82 Pl/Fl 

10. letter Mitterrand to Reagan (translation), 2p 2/1/83 

11. letter Mitterrand to Reagan ( original), 1 p 2/1/83 Pl/Fl 

RESTRICTIONS 
P-1 National security classified information [(a)(1) of the PRA]. 
P-2 Relating to appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA]. 

P-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA]. 
P-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 
financial information ((a)(4) of the PRA]. 
P-5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President and 
his advisors, or between such advisors ((a)(5) of the PRA]. 
P-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy ((a)(6) of the PRA]. 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

F-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]. 
F-2 Release could disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an 
agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]. 
F-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]. 
F-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 
financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]. 
F-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]. 
F-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]. 
F-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 
financial institutions ((b)(8) of the FOIA]. 
F-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 
concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wa sh in gton, D .C. 20520 

July 13, 1982 

Mr. Michael o. Wheeler 
National Security Council 

S/S 8220058 

Alerting NSC on Presidential 
Correspondence 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President Reagan 
from President Francois Mitterrand of France 
which is transmitted for your information. 

This document was received in the Executive Secretariat 
Information Management Section on July 13 at 11:27 a . m. 

(!la.du->~ ~ --1~ Sh~ 
Di::::~ S-I 

Information Management Section 
Executive Secretariat 

ext. 23836 



SUMMARY TRANSLATION 

President Mitterrand of France refers to President 
Reagants July 6 and Jufy 9 correspondence in which the 
U.S. point of view on the Lebanese crisis was presented . 

President Mitterrand enunciates the French point of view 
on the crisis and the French solution to the problem which 
incrudes French troops being sent to Lebanon as part of a 
security force. 



VEPARTEMENT d'ETAT 

8220058 

10 ju,LtleJ_ 19 8 2 

L'Amba-0-0ade de Fnance aux Etat-0-Uni-0 

pne-0ente -0e-0 compliment-0 au Vepantement d'Etat et 
a l'honneun de lui nemettne le texte d'une lettne de 
M. le Pne-0ident de la Republique Fnancai-0e adne-0-0ee 
a M. le Pne-0ident de-0 Etat-0-Uni-0, en nepon-0e au me-0-0age 
de-0 6 et 9 juillet. 

L'oniginal de cette lettne -0ena tnan-0mi-0 
au Vepantement d'Etat de-0 qu'il panviendna a l'Amba-0-0ade. 

L'Amba-0-0ad e de Fnance aux Etat-0-Uni-0 
-0ai-0it cette occa-0ion 
d'Etat le-0 a-0-0unance-0 

poun nenouvelen au Vepantement 
' de -0a haute con-0idenation./. ~ 

DES ETATS-UNIS d'AMERIQUE 

WASHINGTON 



RONALD W. REAGAN LIBRARY 

THIS FORM MARKS THE FILE LOCATION OF ITEM NUMBER_,,_/_· ___ LISTED ON THE 

WITHDRAWAL SHEET AT THE FRONT OF THIS FOLDER. 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wa shington, D .C. 20520 

July 13, 1982 

Mr. Michael o. Wheeler 
National Security Council 

S/S 8219956 

Alerting NSC on Presidential 
Correspondence 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President ReagaQ 
from Prime Minister Andries van agt of the Nether~ands 
which is transmitted for your information. 

This document was received in the Executive Secretariat 
Information Management Section on July 12 at 8:32 p.m. ~ 

av,v t)~J--,__p-
1 q ;J l~ 

~1 I 

~ ,,- -~()_- g 
Direct , S/S-1/C,D 

Information Management Section 
Executive Secretariat 

ext. 23836 
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Diplomatic Note 

The Department of State 

Benelux resk Office 
Att. Mr Michael Lemmon 
Room number 4511 
Wasl:ington, D,C, 

""" 

"- ",e,1...,, 
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Dear Francois: 

- -

THE WHITE HOCSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 10, 1982 

The Law of the Sea treaty adopted by the 
United Nations Conference last April raises many 
fundamental concerns for the United States. In July, 
as you know, -r concluded that signing that treaty 
will not serve the national interest. 

r-recognize.that the treaty deals with a wide 
variety of areas and issues. Indeed, my July state
ment · notedthat most provisions ·of' the treaty are 
consistent with the interests of the United States 
and other countries. · Based on a review of significant 
interests,- . such as those with respect to military 
and _commercial navigation, I _am co_nfident that. they _• 

-, --, -·-can··be_-- fully-; protected' wit.ho_ut :signing· -or '"i:-atifying.-'· 
the treaty. 

At the same time, I also believe that the deep 
seabed mining provisions of the treaty would be det
rimental to the interests of a number of countries, 
including the United States and our close friends 
and allies. Development of deep seabed resources on 
an economic basis would be very difficult, if not 
impossible, to achieve under the treaty. In broader 
terms, the treaty would create precedents that are 
contrary to a range of important interests and that 
would adversely affect the positions of advanced 
countries in the future development of international 
institution-building generally. 

I understand that your government recently 
announced its intention to sign the Law of the Sea 
treaty. Still, I believe it is very important that 
we work together to have a clear understanding of 
the consequences of the treaty and to coordinate 
our~efforts in a way that will serve our common 
interests. 

... · • 

_j 
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For this reason, I have asked Don Rumsfeld to 
serve as a special emissary to discuss these matters 

... with . you. ~d. with other. key allies. He has my fullest 
• ·confidence ·and I trust that you wilt ··consider him . t ·o • 

be my personal emissary in regard to the matters I 
have asked him to raise with you. 

Finally, let me say that while Law of the Sea is 
the issue which has led me to propose Don's mission, 
I view it within the context of our broader relation
ship as allies faced with a number of -problems. While 
each of them has its complexities, I believe deeply 
that we are capable now, as perhaps never before, 
of solving them and of demonstrating a degree of allied 
cohesion unpar~lleled in the past generation. For this 
reason, Don will be receptive to listening to other 
elements of our common agenda. Needless to say, I 
will vaiue _your thoughts greatly and very_ much look 
forward to receiving Don's report . 

. . 
• With warm per sonar • regards , • 

_/ 

His Excellency Francois Mitterrand 
President of the French Republic 
Paris 

,·. 
-• ·. · . 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

MESSAGE CENTER 

' PAGE 01 
EOB388 

SECSTATE WASHDC 7736 
AN008 3 12 

DISTRIBUTION: §!.,Ae~ (iU NAU-01 

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 
SIT: MCF WH~R JF' VF' SIT EOB 
EOB: 

OF' I MMEO 
DE RUEHC #7736 3150306 
0 1102352 NOV 82 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

/ 002 A2 

TO AMEMBASSY F'ARIS IMMEDIATE 6029 

~ STATE 317736 

NODIS 
E. 0. 12356: DECL : OADR 
TAGS: ECON, OVIP (REAGAN , RONALD} 

DTG: l l 0235Z NOV 82 
TOR : 31S/0355Z 

SUBJECT: WILLIAMSBURG SUMMIT : LETTE R TO PRESIDENT 
MITTERRAND. 

l. ~T - ENTIRE TEXT . . 

2 . EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO TRANSMIT THE · FOLLOWING LETTER 
FROM PRESIDENT REAGAN TO PRESIDENT MITTERRAND . A SIGNED 
ORIGINAL WILL FOLLOW. BEGIN TEXT. 

DEAR FRANCOIS: 

I AM PLEASEi:?-ID RECEIVE YQ.!::! . ..';L ,_~_ETTE,ELQ_tl, 1];;! .E NE2$ T !;.£2tl..f2.Ml£-i 
SUMMl"-r . YOUR RECENT STATEMENT-s-c5N THESE MEETINGS, FRANKLY 
EVALUATING THEIR USEFULNESS ANO SUGGESTING IMPROVEMENTS IN 
THEIR EXECUTION, HAVE BEEN HELPFUL FOR US. WE ARE VERY 
CLOSE IN OUR . THINKING ON THESE ISSUES. 

AS FOR THE DATE OF THE MEETING, I UNDERSTAND ANO I 
REGRET YOUR DISSATISFACTION. I ASSURE YOU THAT YOUR 
PREFERENCE FOR A POST JULY CATE WAS NOT IGNORED . ALL 
OTHER PARTICIP~NTS STATED A CLEAR PREFERENCE FOR A DATE 
IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE YEAR ANO SUCH A DATE IS 
CONSISTENT WITH MEETING AT THE SUMMIT, IF POSSIBLE , WHEN 
A SUMMIT COUNTRY HOLDS THE EC P~ESIDENCY . IN THE SPIRT 
OF COOPERATION ANO FRIENDSHIP THAT IS ESSENTIAL TO THE 
SUMMIT MEETING AND ITS PREPARA TION, I ASK YOU TO JOIN 
US IN WILLIAMSBURG. 

I HAVE INSTRUCTED ALLEN WALLIS T O MAKE PROPOSALS AT 
THE FIRST MEETING OF PERSONAL REPRESENT ATIVES THAT ARE 
IN ACCORD WITH OUR SHARED VIEWS ABOUT . THE SUMMIT . I 
LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH YOU TOWARD AN ENJOYABLE 
ANO PRODUCTIVE SUMMIT . SINCERELY , RON. ENO TEXT. SHULTZ 
Si 

76'?/ 

PSN: 001065 
CSN: HCE0 l 8 

E 9 -Q7 zu 7Jh 
C(-..1 . NARA. OATl ~( q/4_z_ 

sE'&BET 
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SUMMIT 
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DOCDATE 20 
20 

26 

SUBJECT: MITTERRAND LTR RE EAST WEST ECONOMIC SUMMIT AT WILLIAMSBURG 

DEC 82 19 

NOV 82 
NOV 82 

NOV 82 

-------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------· 
ACTION: FOR TRANSLATION/ DRAFT DUE: 09 DEC 82 STATUS C 

-------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------
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FOR ACTION 
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OUTGOING 
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

PAGE 01 OF 02 THE WHITE HOUSE 0402 DTG : 2622581 JAN 83 PSN : 017264 
SIT454 AN002046 TOR: 026 / 22231 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
DISTRIBUTION: WPC / 005 

OP IMMED 
DE WTE #0402 0262223 
0 2622581 JAN 83 
FM THE WHITE HOUSE 

TO THE- ELYSEE PALACE 

<:::...e-e N- F I D f---N T I A b- V I A B L U E C H A N N E L S W H 0 0 4 0 2 

JANUARY 26, 1983 

DEAR FRANCOIS : 

PLEASE ALLOW ME TO ADD TO THE MANY WHO HAVE ALREADY 
VOICED THEIR ADMIRATION FOR YOUR SPEECH TO THE BUNDESTAG 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FRANCO-GERMAN FRIENDSHIP TREATY. I FULLY SHARE YOUR 
STATEMENT ON THE RISKS INVOLVED IN DECOUPLING THE DEFENSE 
OF EUROPE FROM THAT OF THE UNITED STATES . YOUR ADDRESS 
REPRESENTS AN IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TO OUR MUTUAL EFFORTS 
TO STRENGTHEN WESTERN SECURITY AND THE NEED, AS YOU PUT IT, 
FOR "SOL I DARITY AND DETERMINATION" AS THE NECESSARY BASIS 
FOR ARMS CONTROL PROGRESS. YOUR ARTICULATE EFFORTS ON 
THIS ISSUE ARE INVALUABLE . 

AGAIN , PLEASE ACCEPT MY CONGRATULATIONS. 

, CONH8ENT I Al 

SINCERELY, 

RON 

[i 
[] 
[] 
I] 
[] 
(] 
[] 
[] 
[1 
11 
fJ 
[J 
I] 
D 
(l 
[] 
[j 
f] 
[] 
[] 
(J 
[] 
[J 
L 
E} 
[] 
(] 
[J 
I] 
I] 
IJ 
(] 
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HIS EXCELLENCY 

0189 

FRANCOIS MITTERRAND 
PRESIDENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, 

PARIS 

h A N F I A F N T I ltl > 

DTG: 262258Z JAN 83 PSN : 017264 

IJ 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION January 26, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM : DONALD R. FORTIER S)r-
SUBJECT : Cable to Mitterrand 

Attached is a suggested cable congratulating President 
Mitterrand for his forceful, timely, and supportive address to 
the Bundestag. The speechwriters have cleared. 

RECOMMENDATION 

OK NO 

That you approve the attached cable at Tab 

✓ :hat you approve our memo at Tab II 
requesting State to transmit the cable 
via our Embassy in Paris 

Attachment : 

Tab I 
Tab II 

Suggested cable to Mitterrand 
Memo from Wheeler to State 



9574 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR L. PAUL BR MER, III 
Executive Secretary 
Departme t of State 

SUBJECT: Congra ulatory Message to Mitterrand on his 
addre~s to the Bundestag 

The President hcif approved the congratulatory message to 
President Mitterrand. In the interest of speed, please 
transmit the mt, sage directly by cable. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
// 

** NOTE: 

Michael O. Wheeler 
Staff Secretary 

Situation Room sent a sanitized copy of 
outgoing cable to Clay McManaway at State 
per J Poindexter on 26 JAN 1983. 



Dear Francois: 

Please allow me to add to the many who have already 

voiced their admiration for your speech to the Bundestag 

on the occasion of the Twentieth Anniversary of the 

Franco-German Friendship Treaty. I fully share your 

statement on the risks involved in decoupling the defense 

of Europe from that of the United States. Your address 

represents an important contribution to our mutual efforts 

to strengthen Western security and the need, as you put it, 

for "solidarity and determination" as the necessary basis 

for arms control progress. 

this issue are invaluable. 

Your articulate efforts on 

Again, please accept my congratulations. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency ~ 
Francois Mitte~and, 

President of the French Republic, 
Paris. 



sr,- .. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

January 22 , 1983 .. 
2.: A 6: 22 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Q ) S 8302266 

SUBJECT: Congratulatory Message to French President 
Francois Mitterrand 

President Mitterrand delivered an important well-received 
address to the Bundestag in Bonn on January 20th on the 
occasion of the Twentieth Anniversary of the Franco-German 
Friendship Treaty. His theme was the need for unity 
within the Alliance and he warned against attempts to 
decouple Europe from the United States. He also strongly 
supported INF deployments if progress is not made in the 
Geneva negotiations. It would be appropriate under 
the circumstances as a gesture to Mitterrand to send a 
congratulatory message for this useful speech. A suggested 
text is attached. 

Attachment, 
As stated. 

~ ~~ 
L. Paul Bremer, III 
Executive Secretary 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

1/ 25 

NOTE TO SPEECHWRITERS 

FROM: DON FORTIER 

WOULD YOU PLE.ASE REVIEW THE 
ATTACHED LETTER TO MITTERRAND. 

THANK YOU. 

e x t. 5027 
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8304312 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

February 25, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P . CLARK 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Letter from French President 
Mitterand to President Reagan 

In consultation with Under Secretary Wallis' office, 
we recommend no reply to President Mitterand's letter . 
Mr . Wallis e xpected this letter based on Wallis' talk with 
Attali last week . Mr. Wallis will pursue the substance 
further with the French Personal Representative at the San 
Diego Sherpa meeting in mid-March. 

~~e~ ~/;[ 
Executive Secr etary 
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I . - //11 / ,1-.>v o,/~ 11 r ? e::::: ::: '.1 2.::: ._, 1 0 , l 9 S 3 . 

Dear Judge Clark 

You will find herein a letter addressed by 
Mr. Fran~ois Mitterrand, the President of the French 
Republic, to President Reagan, and which I was asked 
to forward to him . 

I would be most grateful to you for remitting 
this document to its high addressee. 

With my warmest regards, I am 

Encl. 

Wi lliam P. Clark 
Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 20500 

Sincerely,/// 

✓vy 
Bernard VERNIER-PALLIEZ 
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FROM: Robert Morris E 6)2-7688 ___ 7_2_56 ___ _ 

(Olf;c. nlll'M} (Offic» Symbo/J (EKi.nsion) (Room numbltrJ 

MESSAGE DESCRIPTION __ T_r_a_n_s_l a_t_1_· o_n_o_f_~~~~..;.· _-_,e_M_~~-----~-~ __ ,Md( ______ _ 

Mitt~rrnnd/Reag~n letter~. 
I 

. .. - . . - -

TO: (ApncyJ DELIVER TO: Extension Room No. 

Situqtioo Room for Henry Nau - pls call 395-6961 392 Ol!!OB 
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REMARKS'. -------------------------------

• 
S/$ Officer: __ / ... e~-.(_-.~-A_.~_--; _,_. '-:. - ..... ·:l~· _, -------
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REQUIRED ACTION: TRANSLATION/ RECOMMENDATIONS 

DUEDATE: 15 FEB 83 

COMMENTS: 
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Dear Judge Clark 

~~~ 
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February 10, 1983. 

You will find herein a letter addressed by 
Mr. Frangois Mitterrand, the President of the French 
Republic, to President Reagan, and which I was asked 
to forward to him. 

I would be most grateful to you for remitting 
this document to its high addressee. 

With my warmest regards, I am 

Encl. 

The Honorable 
William P. Clark 
Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 20500 

Sincer ~ 

Bernard VERNIER-PALLIEZ 




