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UNITED STAT. INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COO . ..~ATION AGENCY 

OFFICE OF 
THE ADMINISTRATOR 

AGENCY FOR INTERNATI ONAL DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON . D .C . 20523 

March 1, 1982 

:MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE WILLIAM P . CLARK 
NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: U.S. Commission to Egypt on Agriculture 

A couple of months .ago A.I.D. received a request from the 
Government of Egypt to assess opportunities for growth in 
the agricultural sector of Egypt. A.I.D., with the Department 
of Agriculture, assembled a distinguished team of leading 
U.S. agriculturists, economists, etc. 

The team is now in Egypt and will be introduced to the 
Egyptian government on March 2, 1982. 

The Egyptian government has become especially excited about 
the team and the possible impact of the visit. • Accordingly.,. 
the Egyptian government has asked if this team could.be 
designated as a Presidential Mission to conduct the study to 
the Opportunities for Growth in the Agricultural Sector of 
the Republic of Egypt. 

This team is like a Presidential Task Force under -the Cancun 
Initiative. However, -our Ambassador to Egypt ~pei:i:eve·s 0 that·, .. 
our special relationship .with Egypt requife_s -~~a,t;:0:-thi0s5:t.~<¥n.- ,.--~,=~-=,, ~.; _- -
not be designated as part · of -·t-he ~larger ._gioi.fp:~X;.."'Ta·sk··~0~1=es~_.~~~~~ --
Accordingly, the team will ·1n every way :=c:be"':al-ike,:_.a ~;..PJ::es f4ei):f:-l:.1'H::f'_C.~-'::~::· _ 
Task Force except it will .be called a Pre~fd~:frt'ial -_Miss:i-on. - .-:..= ::·"=---- - - _:: 

The team is headed by Dr. E. T. York, . former Chancellor of the · 
State University system in Florida and Vice Chairman-·of BIFAD, 
a . board that advises A.I.D. He is well _known to me. -

. . 
I ask that the White House announce · this .M;i.-ssion -by _Tuesday, --
March 2, 1982, so that the - announcement ·can be_used when the~ __ - -~ 
Mission is introduced to the Egyptian government. We nave 
attached a proposed press release on the matter. Also, enclosed 
is a full list of the Mission members, although we suggest that 
only Dr. York's name be used in the press release. 

I. 11 J·1n 11 I 
.! , l . . -i. <- u -1'---------
M. Peter McPherson 



March 10, 1982 

TO: NSC/S 

FROM: GEOFF KEMP 

Please log in and out. 

No further action 

necessary. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Ge f 

Cal~ Mort Allin right now. Give him a 
"hea s-up" that we would like for the 
annou4cement to be made this afternoon 
and th\i,t an announcement will be over soon. 

\ 
Tell hiih,, you and I have talked and I 
approve. 

If for som\ reason, they can't do it today, 
ask that i t be done tomorrow. 
Actually it ~·sn't so important that it 
be reported li re- -only that it be 
announced (or even posted) so that it 
can be given pl ay in Cairo. 

Once it is resoled with Mort, notify 
AID. 

Many thanks 

Bud 

/0 
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PRESIDENT SENDS AGRICULTURE MISSION TO EGYPT 

President Reagan announced today he is sending a 16-member 

team to Egypt to assess that country's opportunities for growth 

in its agricultural sector. The President's Mission consists 

of leading U.S. experts in the fields of agriculture science, 

economics, education, engineering, and marketing and information. 

The study was discussed during Egyptian President Mubarak's 

visit to the United States in early February. ·President Mubarak, 

at that time, expressed his intentions to emphasize the need for 

economic reform and progress in Egypt and to undertake necessary 

measures towards that end. 

President Reagan's Agriculture Mission will be led by 
{)fl-- - /~ 

~- E.T. York, Vice Chairman of the Board for International Food 

and Agricultural Development. The mission will work closely with 

the Egyptian Ministry of Agriculture in a joint effort to assess 

the--constrai·nts -to increasing agricultural productivity . .. The 

team __ c:Will'tma1<•~·~sr:~~ommeriaa~.i"on~~~or~~~~y;~hanges ,..and -fox plann_:_ 
- - -- .-_· _, - - --· -: -- - =- - - --~ - - ~ 

ing=,':- implemei:tting-~- -managing ,and·-::.,coordinati:ng .programs in agri-
- _. -., •• • a:, - - -·_ !- ·.• • - - • ... -

cultural-=sector: · 
- -

- Over . _the- -past ·-decade/ ·~Egy.pt:'s- agric_u-l·1=ural growth has been 
- • 5 - = ···=:.- ..:__ :- . -.Jr._ -

a·t ...ca -~atce_~~of· _oniy _l. 5% a ;yeax·-: .. While: :et:.he:,.po:pulaE-icm-·-growth has 
--- ,:· .-- ~ -.--::..::--..,4--- ..;:::......-= -- ,_ - --=---- -,: - • . 

"been - nearLy-3% a year~ The-obvious concern of the Egyptian 

Government •is that it will not be able to meet its domestic 

£ood requirements. 

The United States ,#_ thro\].gh the ·AgerH::y for International 

Development, has alread·y provided '.the ·Government of Egypt with 

- more -

/3 



approximately $ 4 2 0 million for agr.icultural projects. The 

emphasis to date has been on agricultural research and reha

bilitation of Egypt's irrigation system. 

Prior studies have shown Egypt has the potential to 

increase its wheat production by 50%, its corn production by 

70%, its rice production by 30%, and its tomato production by 

over 100%. 

An earlier evaluation of Egypt's research and extension 

systems concluded that the dissemination of research findings 

to farmers are hampered by inadequate extension mechanisms. 

The President 1 s Mission, in conjunction with the Ministry of 

Agriculture, will seek ways of improving the research and 

extension systems, providing appropriate training for extension 

personnel, and assuring that appropriate extension service 

material and equipment are made available. 

,,--Fut;1:e_tunding of Egypt's agricultural sector will be 
> ~ €,,/1 v:wf 

d-et-ermiri,!f by the mission's f indi~gs and by the development 

prior itie_s . and economic policies adopted_ by the Mubarak 

government. 

/4-
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A brief resume of each presidential team member showing the 
member's name, position title, past experience and finally his 
current U.S. organization of employment. 

1. E. T. York - Team Leader, Vice Chairman, Board for International 
Food and Agricultural Development (BIFAD); former Chancellor 
of the State University System of Florida; and, former 
Administrator, Federal Extension Service, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture; IADS. 

2. John B. Claar - Deputy Team Leader. Asspciate Vice President 
for Public Service of the University of Illinois; Dr. Claar 
has written extensively in the field of farm management and 
extension administration; he has served as a consultant on 
extension development in Africa, Asia, the Near East, and the 
Caribbean; IADS. 

3. Charles E. Hanrahan - Study Coordinator. · Deputy Director for · 
Research on International Economics in the Economic Research: -~ 
Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Has served as 
Agricultural Economist for AID's -Sahel development program 
and as staff economist for the World Food and Nutrition study 
of the National Academy of Sciences; USDA. 

4. James R. Coyle - Staff Economist. International Economics 
Division, U.S. Department of Agriculture; USDA. 

5. Susan C. Buchanan - Staff Economist. International .Economics · 
Division, U.S. Department of Agriculture; has published 
numerous papers on topics relating to the Egyptian Agricultural 
Sector; USDA. 

6. Ovid Bay - Writer-Editor; , Director of information and 
_.communications, extension service, U.S. D~partment _ of ,Agricu1 ture _. 
Formerly E_xtension Ed?: to_r -at -the_ ·university_ .of_ Missouri . -and 

..,,,, ..... ~t Washirigtori Stat-e·Universi ty; 7.J SDA". 
. 

7. -Jerry ·A. Sharples -- Senio~--- Agricultural ~Economist. ~ Ec.onomi·c • 
.:Research Div.isi.on-, u .s. Det:F

0

aPtrn~_nt - of Airicul ture; -courtesy 
appointment as Professor, Department of Agr~c~ltural Ec6nomics 

• Purdue Uni ver.si ty; previoµs ._j. n tern a tional work '-in -Asia and, the·:~ - • 
--:-:Pacific; worked in Egypt in 1980 on an--evaluation of • - -

- -~gricultu~~l Policy and Input use; -and ~n 1981 :on Agricu1tural -~ 
~--D.ata · Collect'ion ,and Analysis; USDA . 
.. ~ ... - - ... - --.- - - - ':: -

8. "R6y L. Lo~vorn ~ Agricultural Drganization/Actministration: 
International Agricultural Development Systems; Extensive 
Professional Experience in agricultural education, extension, 
and research; international experience worldwide; IADS. 

9. Omer J. Kelley~ Research~ Extension, Education. International 
Agricultural Development Systems; Extensive .· Pro:fessional 
.experience in Agricultural Research and Development with major 
emphasis on management; USDA. 



- 2 -,,,,,....., 
. . 
' . ' 

•• 10. M.B. Russell - Soil and Water Management Specialist 
International Agricultural Development Systems; former 
Professor of Soil Physics and Head of Agronomy 
Department, University of Illinois; former Director of 
the Illinois Agricultural Experiment Station; IADS 

11. Gary Taylor - Resource Economist, Chief, River Basins 
Branch, Natural Resource Economics Division, ERS, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture; USDA 

12. John Yohe - Crop Production Specialist. Science and 
Technology Bureau, USAID; USAID 

r . 

13. H. H. Stonaker - Livestock Production. former Dean, 
College of Agriculture, Colorado State University; former 
Fulbright Lecturer at the University of Cairo and the 
Agricultural Institute of India; IADS 

14 . . Floyd Hedlund - Agricultural Marketing Systems. International 
Agricultural Development Systems, formerly Director of 
Ag Marketing Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture; 
USDA 

15. Ray Dennison - Agricultural Engineering/Technology. 
International Agricultural Development Systems; formerly 
Chairman of the Food Science and Human Nutrition Department, 
University of Florida; IADS 

16. John Parker 7 (Short Term) Ag Marketing. International 
Economics Division, U.S. Department of Agriculture; USDA 
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UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AGENCY 

AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
WA S HINGTON , 0 .C . 20523 

March 1, 1982 

OFFICE OF 
THE ADMINISTRATOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE WILLIAM P. CLARK 
NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: U.S. Commission to Egypt on Agriculture 

A couple of months ago A.I.D. received a request from the 
Government of Egypt to assess opportunities for growth in 
the agricultural sector of Egypt. A.I.D., with the Department 
of Agriculture, assembled a distinguished team of leading 
U.S. agriculturists, economists, etc. 

The team is now in Egypt and will be introduced to the 
Egyptian government on March 2, 1982. 

The Egyptian government has become especially excited about 
the team and the possible impact of the visit. Accordingly, 
the Egyptian government has asked if this team could be 
designated as a Presidential Mission to conduct the study to 
the Opportunities for Growth in the Agricultural Sector of 
the Republic of Egypt. 

This team is like a Presidential Task Force under the Cancun 
Initiative. However, our Ambassador to Egypt believes that 
our special relationship with Egypt requires that this team 
not be designated as part of the larger group of Task Forces. 
Accordingly, the team will in every way be like a Presidential 
Task Force except it will be called a Presidential Mission. 

The team is headed by Dr. E.T. York, former Chancellor of the 
State University system in Florida and Vice Chairman of BIFAD, 
a board that advises A.I.D. He is well known to me. 

I ask that the White House announce this Mission by Tuesday, 
March 2, 1982, so that the announcement can be used when the 
Mission is introduced to the Egyptian government. We have 
attached a proposed press release on the matter. Also, enclosed 
is a full list of the Mission members, although we suggest that 
only Dr. York's name be used in the press release. 

/B 



PRESIDENT SENDS AGRICULTURE MISSION TO EGYPT 

President Reagan announced today he is sending a 16-member 

team to Egypt to assess that ·country's opportunities for growth 

in its agricultural sector. The President's Mission consists · 

of leading U.S. experts in the fields of agriculture science, 

economics, education, engineering, and marketing and information. 

The study was discussed during Egyptian President Mubarak's 

visit to the United States in early February. ·President Mubarak, 

at that time, expressed his intentions to emphasize the need for 

economic reform and progress in Egypt and to undertake necessary 

measures towards that end. 

President Reagan's Agriculture Mission will be led by 
{)it- - /~ 

~ - E.T. York, Vice Chairman of the Board for International Food 

and Agricultural Development. The mission will work closely with 

the Egyptian Ministry of Agriculture in a joint effort to assess 

the constraints to increasing agricultural productivity. The 

team will make Tecommendations for policy changes and IOT plann

ing, implementing, managing and coordinating programs in agri

cultural sector. 

Over the past decade, Egypt's agricultural growth has been 

at a rate of only 1.5% a year while the population growth has 

been nearly 3% a year. The obvious concern of the Egyptian 

Government •is that it will not be able to meet its domestic 

food requirements. 

The United States, thro~gh the Agency for International 

Development, has already provided the Government of Egypt with 

- more -
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approximately $420 million for agricultural projects. The 

emphasis to date has been on agricultural research and reha

bilitation of Egypt's irrigation system. 

Prior studies have shown Egypt has the potential to 

increase its wheat production by 50%, its corn production by 

70%, its rice production by 30%, and its tomato production by 

over 100%. 

An earlier evaluation of Egypt's research and extension 

systems concluded that the dissemination of research findings 

to farmers are hampered by inadequate extension mechanisms. 

The President's Mission, in conjunction with the Ministry of 

Agriculture, will seek ways of improving the research and 

extension systems, providing appropriate training for extension 

personnel, and assuring that appropriate extension service 

material and equipment are made available. 

,,,,-Fut;1;.e~ tunding of Egypt's agricultural sector will be 
> lrv-f:J ~/1 ~wt 
~~d by the· mission's findings and by the development 

prioritie.s and economic policies adopted by the Mubarak 

government. 

# # 
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A brief resume of each presidential team member showing the 
member's name, position title, past experience and finally his 
current U.S. organization of employment. 

1. E.T. York - Team Leader, Vice Chairman, Board for International 
Food and Agricultural Development (BIFAD); former Chancellor 
of the State University System of Florida; and, former 
Administrator, Federal Extension Service, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture; IADS. 

2. John B. Claar - Deputy Team Leader. Asspciate Vice President 
for Public Service of the University of Illinois; Dr. Claar 
has written extensively in the field of farm management and 
extension administration; he has served as a consultant on 
extension development in Africa, Asia, the Near East, arid the 
Caribbean; IADS. 

3. Charles E. Hanrahan - Study Coordinator. Deputy Director for 
Research on International Economics in the Economic Research 
Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Has served as 
Agricultural Economist for AID's -Sahel development program 
and as staff economist for the World Food and Nutrition study 
of the National Academy of Sciences; USDA. 

4. James R. Coyle - Staff Economist. International Economics 
Division, U.S. Department of Agriculture; USDA. 

5. Susan C. Buchanan - Staff Economist. International Economics 
Division, U.S. Department of Agriculture; has published 
numerous papers on topics relating to the Egyptian Agricultural 
Sector; USDA. 

2( 

6. Ovid Bay - Writer-Editor .. Director of information and 
communications, extension service, U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
Formerly Extension Editor at the University of Missouri and 
at Washington State Un i versity; USDA. 

7. Jerry A. Sharples - Senior Agricultural Economist . Economic 
Research Division, U.S. Department of Agriculture ; courtesy 
appointment as Professor, Department of Agricultural Economics 
Purdue University; previous international work in Asia and the 
Pacific; worked in Egypt in 1980 on an evaluation of 
Agricultural Policy and Input use, and in 1981 on Agricultural 
Data Collection and Analysis; USDA. 

8. Roy L. Lovvorn - Agricultural Organization/Administration. 
International Agricultural Development Systems; Extensive 
Professional Experience in agricultural education, extension, 
and research; international experience worldwide; IADS. 

9. Omer J. Kelley - Research, Extension, Education. International 
Agricultural Development Systems; Extensive . Professional 
experience in Agricultural Research and Development with major 
emphasis on management; USDA. 
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i o. M.B. Russell - Soil and Water Management Specialist 
International Agricultural Development Systems; former 
Professor of Soil Physics and Head of Agronomy 
Department, University of Illinois; former Director of 
the Illinois . Agricultural Experiment Station; IADS 

11. Gary Taylor - Resource Economist, Chief, River Basins 
Branch, Natural Resource Economics Division, ERS, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture; USDA 

12. John Yohe - Crop Production Specialist. Science and 
Technology Bureau, USAID; USAID 

r . 

13. H. H. Stonaker - Livestock Production. former Dean, 
College of Agriculture, Colorado State University; former 
Fulbright Lecturer at the University of Cairo and the 
Agricultural Institute of India; IADS 

14. Floyd Hedlund - Agricultural Marketing Systems. International 
Agricultural Development Systems, formerly Director of 
Ag Marketing Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture; 
USDA 

15. Ray Dennison - Agricultural Engineering/Technology. 
International Agricultural Development Systems; formerly 
Chairman of the Food Science and Human Nutrition Department, 
University of Florida; IADS 

16. John Parker~ (Short Term) Ag Marketing. Internat ional 
Economics Division, U.S. Department of Agriculture; USDA 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

March 2, 1982 

TO: MORT ALLIN 

Mort--

Bud McFarlane would like this announcement 
to be made this afternoon. It's not so 
important that it be reported here -- only 
that it be announced or even posted so 
that it can be given play in Cairo. 

The text is based on a draft prepared by 
AID and edited by the NSC staff. 

Many thanks. 

Attachment 

• 



Ma:0. 2, 1982 

DRAFT PRESS RELEASE 

President Reagan announced today that he is designating 

a team of agricultural experts as a Presidential Mission to 

assist Egypt in achieving growth in its agricultural sector. 

The need for this study was discussed during Egyptian 

President Mubarak's visit to the U.S. in early -February and 

the team arrived in Egypt earlier this week. 

The two governments have agreed that the potential 

impact of this team's work may be substantial. As a result 

of the importance now placed in the work of the team, an 

official request has been made to the U.S. by the Egyptian 

government, through the Ministry of Agriculture of Egypt, to 

designate this team as a U.S. Presidential Mission to Egypt. 

The Presidential Mission is led by Dr. E. T. York, Vice 

Chairman of the Board for International Food and Agriculture 

Development, and consists of leading u;s. experts in the 

fields of agriculture science, economics, educational, 

engineering, marketing and information. The mission will 

work closely with their colleagues in the Egyptian Ministry 

of Agriculture and other Egyptian government agencies in a 

joint effort to assess the constraints to increasing agricultural 

productivity. The team will make recommendations for policy 

changes and for planning, implementing, managing and coordinating 

programs in the agricultural sector. 

Over the past decade, Egypt's agricultural growth has 

fallen behind population growth. The obvious concern of the 
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Egyptian government is that it will not be able to meet its 

domestic food requirements. The U.S. has already provided 

$420 million dollars for agricultural projects. The emphasis 

has been on agricultural research and rehabilitation of Egypt's 

irrigation system. Prior studies have shown that the potential 

to increase its wheat production by 50%, its corn by 70%, its 

rice production by 30%, and its tomato production by 100%, exists. 

Future funding of Egypt's agricultural sector will be 

affected by the mission's findings and by the development 

priorities and economic policies adopted by the Egyptian govern

ment. 
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