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,.- .. - ·---------· · 
It's faY:--be't-t.er ·t,::; · have Nar,cy Reaga1~, 

behind y,:,u. 

Michael Deaver: 

I think none of us really realized the 

public scrutiny or the media scrutiny that 

would be put on every little thing we did and 

said. There were some nasty a~ticles. I don't 

think it was really a lot of anti-Nancy 

personal press in California. I don't think 

there's been that here, really. 

Some of those people basically disagreed 

with her husband's ohilosoohy. And so they 

might have used her to □ et back at Ronald 

Reagan and what his policies were. 

L .st-iTT'-- tliinf-( ,::ine c,f tb..e, turr,ir,g □oin_ts 

was when Nancy R~aaan--aside from final✓ - .,,,,,-,- ~ 
,,.,.,,. 

sittir,g down with her staff ar,d ~tir,g then, 

that she war,ted tc, cut c,r_/-~his other 

business they kept tryiri~ to force on her and 

Just concentrate on drug abuse--came out to 

the Gridir,:,r, , i -r, ,:,ld cl,:,thes ar,d sar,g, "Secor,d 
/ 

Har,d Cl,:•!,Kes" tc, the tur,e of "Sec,:,r,d Har,d 

i d.e-S- a l:J ,:, u t Na r, cv---Rea..a..an.--~ ... 
.,..- .. - - . 
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Nancy is a very direct person. She is 

about an issue. She'd Just as soon get it on 

the table. I know Nancy's upset about the 

whole Bitburg thing. Sc, am I. I can't thir,k ,:,f 

anything I feel worse about in my life than 

that. But she's not mad at me. If Nancy were 

mad at me about this, believe me , Mike Deaver 

wc,u ld 1-<r,c,w it. 

Lyn Nofziger: 

All the criticism of her fixing up the 

living quarters was Just outrageous because, 

one, she didn't use tax money, and two, the 

living □ uarters hadn't been fixed up in years. 

The flo,:irs, 
, v0 r 

for instance, had r.i,e-v-er- beer, d,:,r,e 

since Harry Truman's time. To Jump on her for 

that, for the new dishes which were 

contributed by a foundation, it Just seemed to 

me that there were people out there looking to 

get her. 

Stuart Soer,cer: 

She was, to a degree, insecure, and you 

1 E, 
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could see it. The media could see it, 

definitely. But I have another theory. Ronald 

Reagan came in with a mand~te. Ronald Reagan 

was hot property. Ronald Reagan had a lot of 

successes, and when you look at Washington, 

you look at the system we have have, where you 

have the government and the press and they're 
·, &-'{ 

in basically adversar~ positions. There was no 

way the media could get at Ronald Reagan. He 

wasn't vulnerable. He was very successful. My 

theory is that the media decided that every 

day can't be puff-piece day, and a Job was 

done on Nancy Reagan. She was more vulnerable. 

She wasn't prepared for that sort of 

thing. She was in a state of shock. Being 

governor of California is a wonderful thing, 

but it's the minor leagues compared to the 

presidency of the United States. The capital 

press in Sacramento is not the capital press 

ir, Washingtor,. 

Richard Wirthlin: 

When Nancy Reagan first came into the 

White House, there was a spate of stories 
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that highlighted her spending. Re□ublicans, 

whether they're coming to the White House in 

1980 or 1972 or in the fifties are always 

viewed as the party of the more wealthy and 

affluer1t. 

The press took the china issue and made 

it symbolic that this would be a regal 

□residency. They used Nancy Reagan very much 

as that symbol. When we asked people what they 

liked and disliked about Nancy, her perceived 
·:h'L l ,v . 

□er1char1t _t..i:, lik1f Jixper1sive surr,:,ur1dir,gs was 

much more prominent than it is today. 

The attack had a chilling effect on 

Nancy. She tended to retreat, to be more 

defensive, to be more guarded. That □rovided 

in itself some reinforcement perhaps, at least 

perceptually, for some of the charges that 

were ri1ade. 

But she's a tough, strong person. She 

was not at all happy or satisfied with the way 

she was being portrayed. She recognized that 

she could help both the president and a lot of 

people by taking a more active or a more 

oublic role on some things that she's always 

felt very concerned about. 

The perceotion was much more dominant 

that she was somewhat snobbish, that she was 

aloof, that she was more interested in putting 

18 

. _ 0154 



on a state dinner than anythinbg else, that 

she was pushing for expensive china, which I 

think was clearly a bum rao. But there were 

reasons, far beyond Nancy Reagan, for those 

impressions to be reinforced. 

Queen Nancy was the image that was 

being portrayed. She took the charge of being 

Queer, Nar,cy arid said, "Hc,w ridiculc,us. 11 She 

borrowed a page from the president's book and 

1.1sed hum,::ir to defuse the charges: 11 I w,:,uld 

r,ever be ar1r1c,ir1ted. It would mess uo my hair. 11 

She had the ability and the grace under 

pressure, if you will, to rise above those 

kinds of charges. 

Donnie Radcliffe: 

Little things that might not have ieemed 

so important or monumental when he was 

governor, they felt were blown up out of 

proportion. I think there were several things, 

several ways in which they got off to a bad 

start. One of them, before he even became 

president, was a flurry over the choice of her 

press secretary. Mrs. Reagan also made some 

sort of unthinking remarks about having a gun 

19 
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at her bedside table. There were reports that 

the Reagans wanted the Carters out of the 

White House so that they could do the 

redecorating. Whether or not any of that was 

true, it started them off wrong. 

The problem was that people felt that 

Mrs. Reagan was not concerned about what the 

problems of the day were, the economic 

h d h . J . _-r t. S ___ ,.. ------' t --. th· ar s 1ps ,:il\t a' cer a1n gri:n1p/ •~ 1r, 1s 

country. For a lavish decorating program to be 

undertaken almost immediately after the 

Reagans entered the White House seemed so 

frivolous. I don't think their friends helped 

them very much. 

There's a popular view that there has to 

be a lightning rod for Ronald. Sorry. I know 

that's a popular view and I think it really 

isn't an accurate one. I think she generated 

those stories and those opinions by her own 

actions and her own attitudes. 

I think 'Ronald Reagan did c,:,me ir, as ar, 

extremely popular man. He came in to 

establishment Washington and immediately was 

acceptable, something Jimmy Carter was not. 

But in Nancy Reagan's case, I don't really 

understand the thinking that she took the 

flak for things that couldn't be said about 

him. It Just doesn't make any sense. 

20 
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Bonita Granville Wrather: 

I think the criticism of her lifestyle 

is erroneous. She's always been a lady who is 

well dressed, has grace ar,d style , ar,d ~ 

she brings that to the White House. And that's 
tA-ti+ e'1-- .v{) 

very important. ~We have all the other 

ci:,ur,tries ir, the world l,:,okir,g at us. W-e-'""Fe

t~~ or·ld. 

Letitia Baldridge: 

She was the governor's wife. I've 

noticed people who have been very big fishes 

in the small seas in their home towns who deal 

with the press constantly. There's nothing 

like the White House. Everything changes. 

Every single movement you make , every flick of 

an eyelash, is scrutinized. It is the classic 

gold fish bowl. I remember in the Kennedy 

years , Mrs. Kennedy used to devise every route 

possible to get out of the White House grounds 

without being seen by the press and the 

public. 

21 
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Sheila Tate: 

It was the day ketchup was declared a 

vegetable for school lunch programs that the 

White House china story broke. I haven't 

thought the same of ketchup since. 

Maureer, Rea gar,: 

I've always told her that if she was 

married to anybody in the world but Ronald 

Reagan, she would not be against the Equal 

Rights Amendment. Nancy Reynolds and I told 

her that years ago, back in the seventies. You 

have to understand. Here's a woman in this 

particular ~elationship who has had all of the 

freedom that you can have to make all of the 

choices. I Just feel that if she had not had 

that kind of freedom, perhaps she would be out 

on the street marching with the rest of us. 

What do I say to the Betty Friedans and 

other feminists who criticize? I suggest that 

they go back and read their own books. 

22 
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//2. J:,r/J f- !,.Q(;);, _:... Cau..r-.-oJ 

~/4 ,Ga_ztJ51!.. 

CHAPTER SEVEN: {;,:,:,d ..lk,rl,(&-

Nar,cy Reagar,: 

Drug abuse is a very serious problem. 

Among the youth, among the working people. 

It's the most democratic □roblem that I know 

of. It crosses all lines. There are no social , 

economic, political, color lines. It crosses 

everyt hi r,g. 

I feel very strongly about mariJuana. I 

think it's a good deal more harmful than most 

ct<-
children ~,11. it -:ts. I've been to Day T,::ip 

Village ir, New Y,:,rk a few times, which .I---ttrt-rrf,(_ 

is doing a wonderful Job. All those young 

people in there started on mariJuana. I asked 

them if they were for the legalization of 

mariJuar,a. Every ,::ir,e ,:,f them said 11 n,:i, 11 which 

is interesting. I didn't really expect them to 

say 'n,:,. 11 

When it first started out in the 

sixties, this was all a brand new thing, and a 

frightening thing. Nobody knew auite how to 

handle it , and they were embarrassed. They 

thought their child was the only child on 

drugs. And some of them were too busy with 

their own lives and they didn't get involved 
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with their children's lives. They weren't wise 

enough to notice the little tell-tale signs 

that happen. As we've progressed mor~ into the 

seventies and eighties, we're more aware. 

Parents are more aware, more scared, as well 

they should be. 

You can't be pessimistic about anything. 

You always have to be optimistic that you can 

solve something, anything in life. I think the 

I 
fact that these parents groups have sprung up 

voluntarilj, all over, is a great sign that 

p~rents are getting involved, are becoming 

more knowledgeable. They're not only becoming 

more knowledgeable, but it brings their 

families closer together. There's been a 

tendancy for the families to split apart. Now 

they're pulling together. 

The administration has to cut 

everything. Otherwise, we're all going to go 

down the tube. But the drug program can 

sustain itself. The drug program hasn't been 

cut out of all funds. It has funds, but the 

most important thing is that the parents and 

cor□orations, business people, all become 

involved, all know what's happening to the 

people who are working for them, or their 

children, and do something about it. 

2 
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Am I really committed to this issue? Of 

course I am . Because it's so dangerous. 

Because we do stand a chance of losing a whole 

generation to drugs. It's a very, very 
-.,.., e , v-..., GI: t l -r:·""' c ; ,,, ;; . 

dar1gerc,us prc,blern ti ,at ~e have-. 

It's not Just our country that has this 

problem. Everybody who came here to see my 

husband, when he would be having meetings with 

the men, I would be having coffee with the 

wives, and the wives would always bring up 

drugs. At first, I thc,ught, maybe, it was Just 

because they knew I was interested in the drug 

oroblem, but then it became obvious that they 

were aware that this was happening in their 
; <"j 

cc,ur1tr$ ■ They warrted tc; kr,c,w. They were askir1 □ 

for advice. So that was the next logical step. 

If you could catch it for them right at the 

beginning, then, maybe , you could do a lot of 

g,::,c,d. 

I hope I made them aware of the whole 

global aspect of this and gave them some 

suggestions and ideas. We've been at it longer 
yv,..-..v 'I ..,._, c, 5 <' l,, ! -< -j ~ 1--\ _.., l f' 

than me-y have ar,d I hooe I g..ave thert1--seme 

Nobody wanted me to do it, the drug 

issue. I guess they thought it was kind of a 

downer. It's r1c,t a ~y cheery subJect. 

I think I've brought it to a height of 
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~ .---y,L 
awareness that it wasY-1' t bef,:,re. I .-t-rri:"r'i't( that 

:11-..d,,~~ 
m,:,re pec,ple are aware of how bad i-t- is aY-,d how 

widespread it is and how dangerous it is, 

which they werer,' t before. I d,:,r,' t see as mar,y 

c,:,med i ar,s, r,ow, making Jokes about it, thaY-1k 

□ oc,dr,ess. It's nc,t furmy 7 I a -~- see m,:,re 

programs on television about it, hear more 

people coming forward and talking about what 

it's done to their lives, to their 

relationships, to their Jobs. 

It's my understanding that there was no 

money cut. There was money given to the states 

in block grants, but money was not cut. That's 

r,umber oY-,e. Number two, I d,::in' t believe i-¥'I v :,fh 
p, r, IJ ,~ ,,.,, ,,._. i,,.1\..• le.. 

ay-,y.th-ing th'.t rnoney is the 1aY-1swer. M,::ir,ey 

doesn't buy love or affection or attention or 

involve~ent, all those things that there have 

to be. Money doesn't buy those things. Only 
fY- <IV - ~ 

pe,:,ple ~ th,:,se thiY-1gs, ar,d, particularly, 

parer,ts. 

Dr. Barbara Kellerman: 

It's a volunteer work of a particular 

kir,d. It teY-1ds tc, fal 1 iy-,t,:, categ,:,ries that, 

for lack of a better word, I would describe as 
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being of a femihine nature. They have to do 

with health.· They have to do with 

beautification. They have to do with young 

children. They're the kinds of supportive, 

nurturing, prettifyi!fr.,g tasks al'",d roles that 

have, historically, been associated with the 

woman's role in this particular culture. 

Nancy Reagan's interest originally was 

in the foster grandparents program. It's now 

in drug abuse. Rosalynn Carter, who was 

interested in hard policy, still made it a 

point to become involved with mental health. 

Lady Bird Johnson was very involved with 

highway beautification. Jacqueline Kennedy 

redid the White House. These tend very much to 

be the same kinds of roles, women's roles more 

than anything else. It's not Just a question 

of v,:, 1 unt eer ism. 

On the issue of the relationship and the 

support of their husbands, the nature of that 

support really differs enormously from First 

Lady to First Lady, and the nature of that 

support depends on nothing as much as the 

relationship to the president. 

First Ladies in general have not been 

striking! ) successful in lobbying for their 

I 
causes. I :have to be careful whel'", I say that 

because, in many ways, they have drawn 

5 
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attention to their causes and attention breeds 

success in a way that could never have 

happened unless they had focused their 

attention on these particular issues. 

By the same token, when peo□ le look back 

on First Ladies, they don't particularly 

associate them w{th their causes any longer. 

Perhaps Lady Bird Johnson and her 

beautification, conservation. and wild flowers 

is an exception to this. My orediction is that 

unless Nancy Reagan becomes much bolder in her 

approach to her very genuine interest in drug 

abuse, and does more for it, she will not 

finally be remembered for that. She will be 

remembered for her tie to her husband. 

Donnie Radcliffe: 

It was a serious effort on the part of 

her aides because they felt that it was 

necessary for her to have a significant and 

meaningful proJect. And I do believe that she 

has had a long standir,g ir1terest0h,_,ugH I d,_, 

no ~ in drug abuse. But I 

think it sort of grew without them realizing 

how successful it was going to become. 

5 
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~ 
I don't blli11k she had her proJect well 

defined when she first came into the White 

House, because she was talking more about 

Foster Grandparents than she was about drug 

abuse. i th :i:-nk !By the time a year had g,:,r,e by, ,-l-t 0 ~ y t., 1 

it became apparent that there had to be 

something more startling, more significant~ 

for her to be involved in and her aides 

realized that it could well be accomplished 

through a proJect on drug abuse. 

Sheila Tate: 

She sits there and those big eyes focus 

on a kid and the kid finds himself telling his 

whole life story to her, and they both sit 
w ~-,.J 0v +-1-,... j(;cA c..-n ,,;-~ 

there and cry, b•.1tn leaves-. sayi ~, 11 Yc,u kr,c,w, • 
I 

here's someone so important, and she cares 

ab,:,ut me. 11 And that's the feel ir,g they got 

from that. That started building. She would go 

to prevention programs where she'd learn what 

the problems were that they were spotting in 

five, six, seven-year-old kids--basically self 

esteem problems--and how they were dealing 

with it. And she was taking that camera, that 

media spotlight, and she was taking it and 

turning it around and focusing it on the 
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issue, which is something she cared about. 

That's another thing I can't emphasize 

enough. Her staff didn't want her involved in 

that issue. We dragged our feet. We looked for 

alternative programs. We said, "This is 

d(=□ressir,g. How will she make ar, impact?" So 

we came up with some upbeat things, thin□ s she 

could affiliate with ar,d she'd say, "This is 
d ( u ' q. 'O "-.i e I~ :i i I"' p (1 ,-- + ... ,.,, + a. ,.., "' r /,J a,.,- +- -,,:.. J " -j

n ice, but/I want to get involved in drug 
i,.,,.;.,,J, ;t. 

al~. a.i::.d ~her,' s our r,ext meet i r,a with so and 
• ;F -

s,:,?" 

She kept putt i r,g it back on c,:,r.trse 

during that whole first year, and the smart 

thing was she recognized that if she was going 

to scend four or eight years involved in an 

issue, it was going to be something she cared 

about. 

Mary Jar,e Wick: 

She's always had a great concern about 

drug abuse in the world, not Just in this 

country. And she feels it's a great tragedy 

what's hapoer,ed. She has ~ ca:,mpassi,:,r, for 

individuals, great compassion. 

Imagine how terrible it is to be older 
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in life and feel you still have something to 

give but you have nobody to give it to. And to 

be able to share that with somebody young and 

also have the young person be helped at the 

same timej It's really a wonderful program 

which started during the time her husband was 

governor of California. 

She opened the eyes of people all over 

the world to the drug abuse of young peo □ le 

because they are the future of our country and 

many lives_ are ruined because of that. I'm so 

proud of her. I really am. 

Michael Deaver: 

All I can tell you is that I can 

remember coming back here on an airplane with 

Nancy Reagar, durir,g the trar,sitic,r, period ar,d 

I said, "Have yc,1.1 ever th,:,1.1ght ab,:,ut what 

you' re g,:dr,g t,:, de, back here!" Ar,d she said, 

"Yeah, I've always war1ted t,:, get ir,tc, the 

whole teer1age drug abuse prc,blem. " It was riot 

a last mir,ute 

simply recc,up 

thing. It was not an attem□t to 
f"t'"-1,,.,.:->r'( 

her1 ratings. It was s,:,mething 

she felt very strongly and still d,:,es feel 

very strongly ab,:,ut. All you have to do is go 

to one of those conferences. 
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William F. Buckley: 

I think her drug effort i~ extemely 

important to anybody who had children who □rew 

up during the sixties. I saw a oicture of her 

in the New York Daily News centerfold and the 

capt i ,:,r, was, "Mrs. Reagan Cheers Up Billy 

Buckley O'Reilly," a r-1ephew ,:,f mir1e wh,:, was 

having trouble with drugs and was in a 

rehabilitation place and she didn't even know 

we were related. I learned subsequently from 

him about the warmth of that exchange. 

You have to:, remember that /i Cali forr-1ia 

i r, the si xt ies._..j,.t{ was the home ,::,f the dru□ 

culture. You have to remember also that her 

husband couldn't speak at any college in 

California for three or four years.when he was 

governor because they wouldn't permit him on 

campus. So that the impact of the drug culture 

and all that it tends to suggest in terms of 

misbehavior and civil misbehavior means a 

great deal to her as a result of the 

pehenomenon of her having been First Lady of 

Califorr1ia durirq;r its most frer,zied status. 

I suppose that anything that any public 
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figure does is subJect to the charge of public 

re lat ior-i.s· tc, impr,:,ve al'", image. Y,:,u cal'", say 

that about Florence Nightingale, that she was 

concerned about her image. You can say that 

the Queen of England has really no interest 

whatsoever in antiques but she feels that she 

ought to every now and then □ o to an antique 

sh,:,w. [Ji.{+ -t1-c.. ,r';,s -I ?.oly +r-..l7 1 d~-e,,R// 

c. -.r-e.$ ,:(,. b .. ~ + -:1--t.-: .r P ,,J /,,,_, 

Bonita Granville Wrather: 

Ambition is a wonderful thing. I think 

that she has become ambitious for the good of 

our country. Certainly it took a great deal of 
,t~ 

ambition to olunge in that drug 

~ ar,d a lot of ambit i,:,r, t,:, get 

oro □ram s,i=te: 2 ~ . - ) 

up ir, the 

morning and travel on planes and meet with 

psychologists and psychiatrists and meet with 

some of the young peo □ le who are on drugs and 

talk to them. It's been heartbreaking for her 

to see them. I think her ambition is channeled 

ir, a wc,r,derful directi,:,n. It isr,'t ar, eg,:, trip 

,:,f any kir,d. 

James R,:,sebush: 

11 
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Every year, focusing on this 

international drug problem, Mrs. Reagan has 

sought to narrow her focus, and in some ways 

broaden her focus. It seemed very obvious 

because of all the requests she was getting 

from First Ladies around the world to share 

information and knowledge about what she'd 

done on drug abuse, to expand it on an 

international level. 

It wasn't suddenly, I arrived on the 

l scene, or 1982 was here and this was a brand 

new plan. She made a committment to drug abuse 

a couple of years before that. In fact, during 

that first year she was educating herself on 

drugs. Now, hindsight would say that should 

have been □romoted more. Peo □ le should have 

known that she was meeting with those peo□ le 

and so forth. But the fact was she was doing 

the right thing/ first, arid that was bec,:,mir1g 

knowledgeable about the issue. The plan was in 

place all along for her to be able to get out, 

get to treatment centers and so forth, and 

she'd been to some treatment centers before. 

We gave her the options. We came up with 

places for her to visit--treatment centers. 

Our role was basically to say, "Let us be your 

eyes and ears to go out. You want to travel 

1.-. 
.::. 

IW(JS.ta:-J:S !( .... ¢ --- 14?..> : > ;-

C170 



around the country. You want to talk to kids. 

You want to find out about their problems. Our 

r,:,le as a staff is t .,:i help you de, that. 11 Arid 

that's what we did. And that's where we out 

sixty thousand miles on the plane. 

Watch Nancy Reagan in action. You can't 

fabricate love. You can't fabricate conc-rn, 

at least to the decree that she's shown it. 

This isn't something you can manufacture 

overriight. Yc,u car1't, ir,star1tly, have the kind 

of attraction back and forth that she has with 

kids. She's like a magnet for kids. I've been 

there. I've watched it. I've seen kids ,:,f all 

ages drawn to her for some reason. I can't put 

my finger on it . . There's a natural attraction 

there. 

I think there are a lot of concrete 

results. Thousands of parents' grou □s have 

formed coalitions to do something: Shut down 

the head ihops; get legislation enacted; meet 
( 

together to boost each others morale and get 

their kids out of trouble. 

Just thrc,ugh the televisic,n shc,w, "The 

Chemical Pec,ple, 11 which she hosted, which was 

the largest grassroots effort ever undertaken 

on television, local communities are organized 

now to fight drugs. Making a national priority 

out of this issue is what a First Lady of the 
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United States can really do. I think she's 

accomplishing that. 

She's got a committment in her blood 

now. She sees the dimensions of the problem, 

and she wants to solve it. She always asks 

'7 
wherever she □ i:res. "What else car, I d,:,. 11 I 

;fv,,111-~} 
think yc,u're1 gciing tc, see her wc,rkir-,g hard c,r-, 

it. 

('yMfl CRAP I ER SEVEN, END "Gc,od Work.s 11 Jc__.. 
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-CHAPTER ~: ~ and Pcilitics 

Nancy Reagar-.: 

Peo □ le say I'm a very savvy politician? 

Well, that's flattering. True? I don't know. 

Maybe that gets more into the realm of □eo □ le, 

of having a feel for peo □ le. 

My husband oroJects tremendous trust in 

the American people, really tremendous. After 

how many years in politics always my husband 

has been underestimated by whoever he might be 

running against, underestimated by the press. 

But the people have felt that he was sincere 

and honest and that there was an integrity 

there. And they responded to that. 

I was upset after the first presidential 

debate in 1984. I thought they'd gone about it 

all wrong, and they had. They overloaded him. 

He knows all those things. They don't have to 

civer l o:,ad him. 

I suggested some changes. The second one 

was better, wasn't it? 

Did Al Haig leave because of me? No, no, 

that after the 1984 election I wanted to clear 

the dead wood out of the cabinet? I thou□ht 

1 

0173 



that, in reading history, I'd always been 

given to understand that at the end of your 

first term that was a logical time, if you 

wanted to make changes, to do it. Yes, I did 

think that. and what hap□ened? Not much. 
~ 

Did I want the presidency more than he 

did? I read that. Not true. I thought I 

married an actor. He was asked to run for 

office soon after we got married, and turned 

it down. He was asked by the Democrats when he 

was still a Democrat. And when the 

goverr,,:,rship came alc,ng, I went alc,ng with it. 

But that wasn't something I had carved out for 

01.1r fr.it ure. 

Ed Re, 11 ins: 

r." 
~ ihe presider,t is very □ragmat ic 

and he has very good political instincts and
1 G~t 

very good people instincts.~! think there is 
1.J~,.1~ 

r11:, quest i,:,r, that .,s;;.b,e car, step back ar,d 

probably take a little better view of it than 

he can, being involved in the day to day 

asoect of it. 

She called me from time to time in the 
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course of the camoai □n and raised concerns 

about particular things that might be 

ha□ per-.ir,g around the co1.mtry. She has a very 

goi:,d r,etwork out there .:.,,'l'UT'tg I-le. r1 ie, 1~, .::rnd, 

most ,:,f the time, when she cal ls _ me, ·she' s g,::it 

very valid points. 

She was very concerned in the California 

campaign during the 1984 election that the 

oeople out there were probably not being as 

effective as they could have been and that 
; 

I " Mor,dale was makir,g a very heavy eff,:,rt ,::n::t-t 

~ amd she wanted t,:. ma~.e sure that we were 

alert to it. We were, but certainly, when she 

made her call, I went out and rechecked 

everything again and made a few changes. 

She's a darned good, savvy politician. I 

certainly would value her Judgement. I think 

both she and the president don't like to think 

of themselves as politicians. He is someone 

who sort of shies away if you say, 

"Politically, Mr. President, you need to do 

this. 11 But I third•<. he has superb pe,:,ple 

instincts, and she does, too. She happens to 

be a much better politician with this 

particular candidate because she's lived with 

him and knows his strengths and weaknesses so 

well. But nevertheless, I would certainly 

always want her on my team. 



r,c.\~~I( ... 
I dc,n' t k't,i,.,+.. she tries to get irwc,lved 

in the appointment process, but I think that 

she certainly want to measure peo □ le who work 

for her husband and wants to make sure that 

their effort is a total effort. 

'~.Ji rk tb.t fie two of them □refer r1s:,t 
.... 

talking ahead of the actual election. I 

remember when Wirthlin and I were briefing the 

two of them coming across country on the 

Sunday before the election. It was very 

obvious that the president, according to the 

public opinion polls and all private oolls, 

was going to have a tremendous victory. I 

think that they wouldn't believe it. They Just 

ward;ed t,:, wait 1.mtil electis:,r1 day. I tl,irHZ' 

1hat's always been their style. They didn't 

live as close to the polls or the numbers and 

what was ·goi rig ar,:,Ji:md the co1.mtry as sc,me ,:,f 

us in the day-to-day aspect of the campaign 

did. 

She was not involved in the day-to-day 

~ 
~y aspect, ,:,f the campaign. She was the 

person who sat there day in and day out with 

the president and, . basically, had to react one 

way or the other to what was going on and the 

charges that were made or, the ,:,ther side. ~ 

ci:l·.l ·,c,:!l li,•e day t,:,=day with the camo~ She 
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Oll01::W.S:►A42 

: 0176 



was not calling people in the campaign getting 

daily '-~ c,r weekly updates. We tried to 

talk to her every couple of weeks to let her 

know what was happening, and ke□t her pretty 

confident that we were doing what was right. 

I think that she felt that it was very, 

very important, as we started a second term, 

that we had the very best we could get, and 

there were some oeoole who had not worked out 

effectively, as was hooed when we started this 

administration. I think her concerns were 

w hc. 
cc,r1cerr1s that 1:1ere shared by mar1y pei:,ple ~ 

advised the president. She wasn't in the 

forefront. I think she had conversations with 

the head ,::tf persi::,r1ne 1 here il"1 the White House, 

arid with Jim Baker, arid with Stu S □er1cer abc,ut 

what it was that we needed i l"I the seci:,r1d term. 

I th i ril-{ 
a.II 
wA"'rY ,:,f us feel this is the big 

leagues and you ought to be able to play in 

this league, and if you can't, it's Just like 

the National Football League or NBC News. If 

you car,' t cut it, you ought t~e replaced. 
--rL. r:rs--+ L..___Jy 

I thil"1k ~ felt that the staff had 

probably overbriefed the president for that 

first campaign debate. There was no question 

he wasn't as relaxed. I think it had Just been 

the fact that he hadn ' t been in the arena in a 

long time. Mondale had fifty three debates in 

5 
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the course of the primary season before ou~ 

debate. It'd been four years since the 

president had. I think she was very concerned 

that he perform well the second time. 

Walking off the stage, he was the first 

one to make the comment that his □erformance 

in the first debate wasn't a ty □ ical Reagan 

performance. She felt it was imperative that 

maybe the staff get out of the way and the 

president Just get ready for the second 

debate/ the way that he was mc,st c::c,mfc,rtable. 

Lyn Nofzioer: 

I think she's □ layed a very im□ortant 

role in her husband's political career. She's 

a very smart woman~ She is very politically 

astute. I s,:,metimes thir/c_that if there werer,'t 

a Nancy Reagan, there wouldn't be a President 

Reagan or maybe even a Governor Ronald Reagan. 

She has been certainly a motivating 

force in his life. This doesn't mean she 

controls him, doesn't mean that she tells him 

what to do, doesn't mean that he's under her 

influence. But it does mean that they share 
../--k. 

together a direction in which he goes. 
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They're a very close couple. They talk 

things over. But you must remember back in the 

~ 

middle '.!iiHties> ar,d early sixties, a lot c,f 

people came to Reagan and said run for 

governor, run for the senate, one thing or 

an,:,ther, and he'd always said, "r,,:,. 11 He was 

happier doing what he was doing. I think that 

~This is the good life," that he 

could probably have made the decision not to 

go. The fact that she was very supportive 

there and has been all along has been an 

integral part of his campaigns, an integral 

□art of his ambitic,l'"ls, if yi::,u will. I thir,k 

it's made all the difference in the world. 

L ... F'i iv=d1. tl=let ~he's 
~ 

ar, advisor) <± ti,i'T'ik 

I thiril'. el,~ ~he is 

unafraid to tell him what she thinks he oughi 

to hear or what she thinks he ought to do. 

Once agail'"I, it doesn't mean that he does it. 

It's not a formal role and it's not a role 

that sees her being active in the White House 

as a policy person or as somebody who views 

herself as □art of the White House staff or 

the cabinet. I think Ronald Reagan has been 

very lucky to have Nancy there. 

7 
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Stuart Sper,cer: 

She looks fo{r l,::ryalty ti:, the □resider,t 

and to his □rograms. I can't say she looks for 

anything particularly. She commands loyalty ~ 

and she feels that anybody ~~at'~ workin□ for 

the □resident should be a loyal person. 

She looks for talent that fills soots. 

When I came back into the Reagan operation in 

1980, it was at her behest, bas i ca 11 y, ar,d the 

president's. They were having problems, 

politically, and she has always viewed me as a 

either when I was with~ ,:,r 

. ~ 
against ~~, which I was ir, 1975. So they 

wanted me to come back because they felt they 

needed the oolitical skills. 

She usually works through other people. 

She informs them of what her thinking is. I 

think her great strength is the fact that 

she's a conveyor of information to staff that 

the president would not convey to them. The 
...,)~ 

□resider,t' s r-..:,t the type ,:,f pers,:,r, ~, s 

going to come down in the morning and say, 

"Stu, y,:,u really screwed u □. 
II He .Just w,:,n' t - I 

I 

that. But he might 
1
say ti:, Nar,cy, IIB-:•y, y,:,u 

' I 
kr,,:,w, I thir,k Stu really screwed UCl OY-1 that 

8 
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m-,e the ,:,ther day. 11 She'd cal 1 me u¢□ ar,d say, 

"Sper,cer, y,:,u really screwed up~ 11 Y,:11_1 get the 

message. You could go for twb or three weeks 

with Ronald Reagan and not know he's mad at 

We include her in a lot of decision 

making in the □olitical □recess when we're in 

the campaign. If we're having a discussion 

with the □resident and w~'re, maybe, losing 

the discussion, and we think it's a stron □ 

enough point that should be made, we might 

enlist her help if we can. She doesn't always 

□ o with us. Many times, she thinks we're 

I third-~. she's a very g,:,c,d pc,liticiar,. -+-'..__ 

a politician and she's tactically very, very, 

very ~trong. He's probably 5tronger 

strategically, but tactically, to get things 

done, she's very good. 

He has the big picture. He understands 

the strategy of how he wants to get from here 

to there, and maybe some things that can 

happen. But she understands better how you get 

from here to there. 

She is a conservative. They're like 

mir1ded, ideologically, but she is always 

concerned about the fact that you can't govern 
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unless you have public approval, and she 

recognizes that fact. And to keep your 

approval ratings up, your perceptions have to 

be up. She wants him to be able to govern, to 

accomplish the things that he wants to 

accomplish, and he's only going to be able to 

~ 
do that if his apprc,val ratir,gs are ~-

She didn't make life tough for me after 

I supported Gerald Ford over her husband in 

1976, but I got several me~sages in the back 
50 r-: 

channelslthat~ I knew very well where she 

stood. I don't think I saw her from that 

period until 1980. I don't think I even talked 

to her in that period of time. I was the 

leoer. 

In 1'380, I didr,'t want to get ir,vcdved 

in an effort like that with all the problems 

that were □otentially there unless I knew I 

had the support of the principals. I think my 

b i ggest single problem after the seventy six 

campaign was more with her than it was with 

him because he is more forgiving, in a lot of 

ways, than she is . So I wanted to make sure 

that that base was .covered. I knew her 

feelings were stronger than his about what 

happened in 1976. 

I think he would have prob~bly gotten 

10 

0182 



elected governor in 1966 with anybody else as 

his wife. He was a hot property in California. 

He was a ~ew face. They were looking for a 

change and his timing was excellent. I don't 

think he'd have become president of the United 

States without Nancy Reagan. Because of her 

drive, her support system
1

she gave him through 

the good and the bad. He spent a lot of time 

on the road between 1974 and 1976, looking for 

the n,:,mir,atior,. Ar,yic:l ther, it was grasped away 

from him, so to speak, by circumstances. And 

then they came back, in 1980, and she was 

there the whole time. Tremendous support 

system. 

Ronald Reagan maintains that the office 

seeks the man, and that's the maJor 

disagreement that he and I ~ave. If you want 

to be president, you go get it. I mean, if you 

really look at Ronald Reagan's record from 

1966 ,:,r,, he was rurmi rig fc,{t~ the presider,cy i r, 

1968. He wer1t•ut arid he went a ft er it. He 

war,ted it badly. 

In the last campaign, the □resident was 

at the top, Jimmy Baker was next, and then we 

all fed into Jimmy and he fed it into the 

□resident. As we were developing our ideas and 

concepts, we'd feed it b~ck to Nancy if we 

felt there was a □rciblem. Some parts of the 



p,:,litical pr,.:,cess, like precir-1ct ,:,rgar-1izati,:,r-1 , 

phone banks, coalition building , etc., etc. , 

she understands . Other things she doesn't 
ktJdWS 

1.w1derstar1d, but she r.!l"l"1d&}rat a,"Jc!~ h,:,w her 
J 

husband likes to o □erate. She know how he 
~ 

looks best_, 5h.? l1.n:,~1s ~,hat./ hi:,w , he's feeling , 

and you Just have got to keep her p l ugged in. 

I wouldn't emphasize the toughness. I 

think she can be tough, but she's a very sweet 

person, too, and a very warm · oerson. I 

wouldn't want to construe that she's Just a 

tough woman. There are a lot tougher women in 

this process than she is. 

If y,:11 .. 1 ask the q•.testion , "Are y,::iu 

□ enerallv favorablv or unfavorablv imoressed 
- J .l "' ' 

with the president?, 11 you' 11 pr,:,babl y get 

numbers in the high seventies. When we use 

something called a feeling themometer, which 

is a very different rating, the president's 

ratings have been quite close to Nancy's. 

I think the extent to which Nancy Reagan 

brings a dimension of concern about imoortant 

issues to the forefront , issues that are 

widely supported by a large number of 

Americans , to that extent, it does helo the 

president. There's no doubt in my mind that 

Nancy Reagan is a strong political asset to 
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the □resident of the United States. 

I don't think there was a lot of concern 

inside the White House that Nancy was becoming 

a political problem. But I do recall havin□ 

conversation with some of the political pros 
' 

outside of the White House at that time. They 

(_ocJ. i J.. 
said Nar1cy Reagar1 e-a-!'i r1ever be a ma_Jor help t,:, 

~ 
the □residency,/\ theref,:,re,J she shi:iuld simoly 

keep a low profile. If that counsel had been 

fol l ,:,wed, I thir1k it w,:,uld have beer1 a 

disaster for both her and the president. I'm 

of course personally pleased that she went a 

very different and much more active route. 

As I said earlier, Nancy has very good 

political instincts. In the latter □art of 

eighty three and the first part of eighty 

four, Nancy reviewed with me at length how she 

viewed the potential democratic contenders, 

and gave me as good and as clear and as 

helpful an analysis of Mondale and Glenn and 

Hart as any of the so-called political pros. 

In fact, her Judgements and her instincts in 

some ways were even more cli:isely attuned to 

what the realities turned out to be than some 

of those who are paid for their political 

In October of eighty three, she felt 

that Glenn sim□ ly would not get the nomination 
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(}-_ 
and she didn't see the hard phenomenon of t~t 

I I \. 

January before the New Hamoshire primary when 

he really did emerge. She . did tag Hart as 

someone that could give Mondale a run for his 

money. She felt that Mondale would likely be 
b..e I; "J eJ 

the oppor,er,t. She ·i--e-J..t his biggest 

vulnerability was his tendancy, his penchant 

to attack, and do it in a way that would 

alienate rather than gain support. She was 

right on target on that particular Judgement. 

I think she's an excellent pol, 

especially when it involves making Judgements 

about people's assets and liabilities. She's 

able to size up political motivations rather 

quickly. She's been involved, very much in the 

backgro1.md, ir, politics for eighteen, nineteer, 

~ 
y9rs and she's learned a great deal in that 

per i,:,d. 

Nancy Reagan is a realist and she's also 
I 

very wi¾ing to make some tough decisions on 

personnel. I think that I realized that for 

the first time when there was a change in the 

1980 campaign staff. Nancy Reagan felt very 

strongly that a change should be made. She's 

willing to make and su□□est some tough 

decisi,:,r1s. 

I talk to her ouite frequently. In a 

1 Li. 
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number of those discussions, we review the 

things that I know she's interested in. She's 

interested in the president's Job rating, the 

mo,:,d ,:,f the cour1try. t,:, s,:,ffle eHt 0 1•·1t ir, a.. 
,_... ctl,~ 

~g-~~~r~1~~r~~~l~~p~~~c,,?f~i~l~e~J She'sAinterested how her Job 
; 5 tJ_ o iJ ') ' 

,-, Y:, .ftE.,..r ,.......,1.,,.1 J""E""d'""S="lrTJ,,.r •rr:e:r1s~=ar;i",n~ es--,.g,-;,,_-., 'i-i ""I rrr Q..-. 

She has a good deal of sensitivity about 

communicating messages. The president is 

identified as the great communicator. Well, 

Nancy Reagan has an awfully good sense as to 

what kinds of messages can be communicated 

clearly and which cannot. I think she 
Ce... 

recognizes correctly the important of 

leadership not only as an end in itself but 

the importance of having someone who is viewed 

as a strong leader to ooen uo other ootions 

that wouldn't be there to a person who is 

views politics, again correctly, as a 

personalized activity--that is, people Judging 

people and whether or not they trust an 

individual, whether or not they believe that 
y-C 

individual is since~ These are things she 

ranks relatively high. 

Whether or not to run for a second term 

was an open question for Nancy until quite 

late. I third-( she was finally persuaded by 

November or December of 1983. She was still 
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very ooen on whether the president should run 

and how she felt about that until sixty days 

before he announced. From what I know, they 

sat down, reviewed it together, looked at the 

oluses and the minuses, the chall~nges that 

would come running for a second term. By 

November, by December, Nancy had pretty well 

decided that, given the president's feelings, 

she ,would support his running for a second 

term. 

l").ary ,Iar:ie Wi~--------------. 

I third•{ wher, y·:·u live in Washingto, you 

have to talk politics. You couldn' □ossibly 

live here for four 

oo:·l it i cs. 

discuss 

iscuss things in general 

current. There are many 

she's interested in. I think their 

President Reagan: 

Neither ,:,r,e ,:,f us ever/really set ,:,ut 

to do what we find ourselves doin□. When the 
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group came, in 1965, after the sixty four 

election when I had supported the candidacy of 

Barry Goldwater, I had always thought that my 

contribution could be that, being a performer 

and thus well known and maybe able to attract 

an audience, I could support people and causes 

I believed in. Never did I ever think that I 

would want to hold public office. And this 

grouo came after the party had been so torn 

aoart in the dissension of that cam paign. 

California was so split and they said that 

maybe we could have a hand in bringing them 

together. They kept emphasizing that I could 

talk foolishness. Go find a candidate and I'll 

be very happy to do everything I can to help 

him. But, no, that's not for us. That's not 

our way of 1 i fe. " 

Well, they kept on and they kept on 

until we couldn't sleep. It seemed to be such 

a total change of our entire life that finally 

I said, "What if they're right?" ar,d "What if 

this is something and we wouldn't be able to 

live with ,::iurselves if we keep ,:,n sayir,g n,:,?" 

So the deal I made then, with perfect 

confidence that it would not result in my 
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set it up so that I can acce□t all the 

speaking engagements here in California, not 

Just political, chambers of commerce, things 

of that kind, but let me do it for the next 

six months. I' 11 come back and tell you before 

the six months is over, whether you're right, 

that I should be the candidate or whether 

'l'-'-
there's sqebody else. And I' 11 continue doin □ 

what I've beer, doir,g ir, the past." 

And they did that and I did my best out 

there. When people would co~e up after a 

speech ar,d say, "Yciu ought t,::i d,:, this," and 

I'd say, "r,o," ar,d I'd start talkir,g tc, 

somecine else. I finally came home one ni~ht 

ar,d said, "They're right. I thi 1ril-<. I de, have 

We almost decided between ourselves 

that, wher, I fir,ally gave ir, ar,d said, "Yes," 

I di~ it with the idea in mind that it was 

only for the election, that when the election 

was over I could go back to doing what I was 

Sometime after I'd become governor , and 

we were sitting in _t he living room, all of a 

sudden it came to both of us that what we were 

doing made everything else we'd ever done seem 

dull as dishwater--that was the expression she 
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used. And it was true. I had never anticipated 

sacrificing something I loved doing for 

something that was really going to be a chore, 

But instead of Just talking about the problems 

from the outside, to actually deal with them 

and to have a hand in solving them--well, one 

man who was a governor back when I was a 

oerformer had said to me about his Job, 

sometimes he went home feeling ten feet tall. 

We both felt that way about it . 
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Al i,.;e.__ 
CHAPTER E-k(',IE:N: The Assassinatior-1 Attemot 

Nancy Rea gar,: 

I remember everything about it, 

for some reason, which I still don't 

understand--we'd almost finished lunch--I 

said, "I think I'd better get back to the 

White H,:,use, 11 and I g,:,t u □ arid left. 

I came home and I was upstairs and the 

Secret Service mar, came up arid said, "I'd like 

to see yi:,u." I wer,t down arid he said, "There's 

beers a sh,:,,:,ting but yi:,ur husbar,d's all right." 

Weil, I was halfway di:,wr, the elevat,:,r and I 

said, "I war,t to . 11 ar,d he said, "No, 

it's all right. He's all right. They' 11 be 

brir,gir,g him back here. He's all right." I 

said, "I war1t to go," arid we started ,:,ut. We 

g~there and they were waiting f,:,r me in the 

hos □ ital to tell me that he had been hit. 

I can remember the sound in the 

hospital. I can remember the confusion, the 

voices, the people running back and forth, the 

police telling peoole to get away. 

I can remember being out into a little 

room--I think maybe three oeoole could've 
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□ otten into it--where I still would have been 

if Paul Laxault hadn't come along and said, 

"Don't you think we could cut Mrs. Reagan in 

ar,other r,:11:1m? 11 I remember war,t ir,g to:, see my 

husband and being told I couldn't, and then 

finally seeing him and the wonderful humor and 

strength that came through when he lifted up 

that thing and said, "Honey, I forgot to 

duck. 11 I remember everything, going into the 

ooerating room, the smells, everything. 

I don't think that's somethin □ that goes 

away. I think you bot~ have your own separate 

traumas. I'm sure he has his, but I have mine. 

You learn to live with that. You h~ve 

to. You know that everything's being done that 

can oossibly be done, but, you know, 

everything's gotten so much worse all over the 

w,:,r 1 d. 

I was pretty beaten down. Then, my 

father was ill. I lo:,st weight. I kr1ew all the 

rumors going around that I was ill, and I 

couldn't tell them really why I was losing 

weight. 

As I loo!-<. back ,:,r, it, I third-<. I was in a 

state of shock much longer than I realized I 

was. My husbar,d, I think, realized it m,:,re 

than I did. He was the one who suggested that 
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I go to England for the Prince of Wales' 

wedding because he felt that if I got away and 

went to a royal weddin□ --and when am I going 

to get to a royal wedding again?--that it 

would be good for me. But it was his idea. 

It's somethin □ that you don't forget. I 

thought, maybe, it wc,uld fade a little, but it 

doesn't. Every time he leaves the house, 

particularly t,:, g,:, ,:,r, a trip, I think my heart 

stoos till he □ets back. 

I really didn't worry before. I really 

didn't. You know that that's a possibility and 

so on but you never think it's going to happen 

to you, and when it d6es, it's a shock that 

stays with you. 

If the president worries about it, he 

doesn't tell me. Some things are Just too 

painful to talk about, aren't they? Life is 

always peaks and valleys and that was 

certainly a valley. 

Did it give me more a sense of 

mortality? Oh yes. You rearrange your 

priorities very quickly . 

When anyone asks me about the security 

and Secret Service and doesn't it bother me 

and so on, I say not at all . I'm very haopy to 

have a husbar,d. 
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President Rea□ an: 

I think that it took her longer to heal 

than it did me, and I can understand that. 

I was confident that I was going to be all 

right and all, but I'm sure it would be harder 

for me to have to stand by and see someone 

else and have the worry that goes with it. 

Just oicture the difference. All right, 

it's haopened to me and I'm there and I know 

and I'm going to the hospital and so forth, 

but the difference of someone at home on 

what's a normal, routine day, and someone 

walks in and says what has haopened--that's 

aot to be a lot worse than it is to the 

oerson that it happened to. 

W i 1 1 i am F. B UC k 1 ey : 

The assassination attempt was so tough 

on her that I think she sincerely regretted 

that he'd rur, for □resident. And it 
I 

that period when a~ least I had the 
I 

was d u.r i r, i:J 

impression that she was very cool at the 
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prospect of his runnin□ again. Gradually, that 

fear was ,:,vercc,me. Ar,d ther,, ,:,f course, W1'TEIT, 

1,AJ~ 

sh-€°"dec1aec:t, tha± he decided that he war,ted 

run again, that became dominant in her own 

thinking. It was that evolution in her 

th i r,k ir,g. 

She didn't want to risk her husband's 

life unnecessarily. And she thought that 

J... -1., , ... 1 

perhaps that was being d~ne. That was durin □ 

the height of her ao □rehension that, wel l, he 

came very close to dying as we all know. She 

knew it all along. Her reaction to it was 

totally protective. Why should he run that 

risk? 

Michael Deaver: 

It was a tough time. We had a lot of 

conversation both in person and on the phone 

trying to keep her u □. But she's a strong 

willed lady and I think that whole experience, 

as it did all of us, strengthened her. 

It was tough. Her life is Ronald Reagan . 

And she came very close to losin □ him. And 

then she had her father's death a little bit 

later. But this could have been the big loss 

of her life. I can remember myself--and her 

5 

t,196 



feelings would have been a hundred fold what 

mine were--going home and saying to my wife 

after ten days, after seeing the □resident ten 

days after he was shot, I said, 11 Cari:,lyr1, I' 11 

r1ever be the same. " If I felt that way, my 

God, what did Nancy Reagan feel? I knew she 

couldn't sleep. I knew she wasn't eating. 

talked to the doctors about it and I said, 

T ... 

"Y,:,u really have gi:,t t,:, get in there because 

she d,:,esr1' t 1,:11:d-{ wel 1. " Arid her frier,ds were 

all coming around, bringing her candy and 

cookies and trying to give her encouragement 

and get her to fatten up a little bit. 

Maureer1 Reagan: 

We had lived for years with the 

knowledge that something like that could 

hap □en, but you're never prepared for it. She 

was not prepared for it. She was not prepared 

for the fact that--despite his humor and his 

climbing out of it--he was very seriously 

inJured, much more .seriously than anybody knew 

at that time. I was there a week after the 

assassination attemot, and I can tell you it 

was pretty bad. She sat there, in that 

E, 



hospital, all day long. Every two hours , they 

would □ o in and they would physically pound on 

his back to try to get the lungs to release 

this fluid that was building up. You could 

hear this. It was like somebody slapping a 

side of beef. She Just sat there and she said , 

"That's your father they're doing that to.'' 

She sat there all day long wit h that, day 

after day after day. That has to take a tol l 

on anybody , much more than I think any of us 

realized, much less anybody in the pub l ic . 

.J_END CHAPit;.R- ELEVEI~, END "The Assassir,at 1 ,:,r-, 

.d3ttemot 11,v 
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CHAPTER- T-wEb-VE: i-lsr 1"";b i 1 dren 

Nar1cy Reagan: 

I think I've been a good mother. Many 

times discioline is left to the mother because 

fathers are busy. Certainly, we had a father 

who was busy. So mother ended uo being the 

disciolinarian, which is not always a hao □y 

role. Our children were growing u □ in the 

sixties, which was a terrible time to try to 

raise children for children and for parents 

bc,t h. 

I believed ir, disciplir,e. I did ni:,t 

believe ir, beir,g permissive or that, if thev 

,:,kay. I rlir:lx:!_'t believe ir:, +:hat. But I hooe 

they always knew that I was there if there was 

a serious problem. 

Ron didn't plan on getting married the 

way he did it. He and Doria got to the 

marriage bureau and there was all this press 

there. They didn't exoect that. So they 

thought, rather than having to go through this 

twice, we ' 11 do it. And as soon as they did 

it, they called us to tell us and explain to 

us. It's a little misleadir,g, the way it's 
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beer, reported. 

Patti was in Paris and they got the 

engagem~nt ring. As soon as they got back 

here, they called and we had a very nice 

wedding and they're very ha □ py. 

As far as Michael is concerned, every 

family has oeriods of misunderstandings or 

difficulties or whatever you want to call 

them. They solve them. The main thing is that 

you try to solve them and hopefully you do. 

But you're lucky if you have a private life 

and you can do it privately rather than in the 

oa□ers. 

I don't believe in talking about family 

il'", □ ublic. 

All I said about Michael was the one 

sentence about trying to settle a problem and 

I never said anything more. Again, that was 

blown up into such a big thing. Every family 

has their problems at one time o~ another. And 

you try to settle them. And that's what you 

ho □e for. No family can go through life 

without problems from time to time. We're all 

humar, beiY-1gs. 

I certainly would have tried to stop it 

if one of my children had gotten involved in 

drugs. I certai Y-,ly w,:,,_tld have tried. I 

c~ wouldn't !1ave sat back aY-,d said, 
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