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apenda, even though were doing the work.
We set our own agewnda. And it was
howe
visibly met. Bhe went cut on the road. She
invited the press to come with her. She took

,,Jts/
the camera that you were shing orn her and

turned it around and égg;éé it onm & cause-—
something she could do scomething about.
ahor T

We? re talkin@, prabably, a thirty bpoint
rise in the polls, what Dick Wirthlin calls a
thermometer rating. Dick explainmed to me that
it's very unusual for a known public figure to
charge much on that rating, more tham three or
four points, and hers changed twenty fTive,
thirty points. I think people got a better
icdea of who she really was, that she’s an
interesting, vulwerable, multi-faceted person
who certainly does care about pecople.

I don®t think there's anything she's
afraid of. Bhe still has very pgood judgement
about herself aﬂnghat she’s pood at and what
she would shy away Fwom7aﬂd what suits her.
What kind of events are appropriate for her.
8he has a very keen focus. I éome oreat event
presented itself amd I went to her and said,
"I think you oughf to get involved in this,
what do you think?, " she wﬁuld kynow what

ouestions to ask to assese whether it was

right for her. Bhe's always had that peood

13
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SETISE.
I orly wish that BGridironm dirmer
appearance had been televised. It was the most

hWe QU N Ig
stellar moment of,/single momemts burrned in my

MENTITY . Tt*é/g;;\E?‘the~masg\iﬂgfziifigf_,A

Here were six hundred publishers, major
political columnists, writers in Washinoton,
who were believing what they had beern writing
antd reading. They thoupht of her as sort of a
brittle, unfeeling person. There was a skit
about Mrs. Reapan, making fun of her, called,
"Second Hand Clothes.” All of a sudden, anto
the stape comes a rack of clothes—Beventh
Averuwe——arnd the clothes parf and this
character comes between the clothino and it’s
Narncy Reapan dressed in the most cutrapecus
outfit——a skirt that didn't match, the blouse
with the feather boa, a big floppy hat,'and
vellow rain boots, and she takes over and
sings the song that, basically, makes fun of
her. She says, "I did some really colorful

/[175{@(

thinps last vear that you all have ddigpet me
about and I have a sense of humnmor about it.
I can put it in perspective.”

Whers I was sitting there., waiting for
her to come orn, it was the only time I’ve ever

experienced what I'm sue was high blood

73]
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oressure. I had these poundinos in the back of
my head. One publisher sitting rnext to me
loocked back at the head table and roticed that
Nancy Reaparn wasn't there. The publisher
learned to ancther guy and said, "Nancy Reaoan
isn’t up there. I'11 bet she's ticked."

She walked orn that stape and pecple were
sz astomished, they just rose from their seats
and started screaming. And whern she sano this
sonp and took this plate which represented the
china and smashed i1t on the floor, it didn’t
break, so they screamed for an encore. You
could feel the attitude changg.

5he stuck her rneck out so far to do
that. I think what oot her‘thrcugh it was that
she kepnt it a secret from the presidernt. She
had her clothes sent over secretly that
afterncorn. She went over and rehearsed very
gurietly. It's the only major story I kriow that
never oot leaked in advarce. Nobody knew about
it except two or three peocple at the Gridirom
ard two or three peaple on the staff. She kept
thimking, "I'm going to do this. The
president’s going to fall off his cﬁéir.“ RArd
he darrn well almost did. I think she pgot a
lot of ernjoyment out of that.

Ehe has a very endearing, gentle sernse

of hugor. When we first went to her, the

&)
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Gridirvon people sunpgested that she make fun of
the press. She recopgnized ripght away that
Narcy Reapan can't do that. She said, "I'11
make furn of myself." And that turned the whaole
thing arcund.

I think a fainter heart would have
shriveled up and never left the third floor of

the White House. She cared about et

s

5pmethfﬂg—aﬁﬁ—EEFEE\ahnué what peaple thought.
Ehe rnever stopped caring.

I remember orn a recent summer she had
three speeches in & row to groups like the
P.T.A. and Lions to thank them for helping
her orn this big é#ﬁmﬁe%&~praject she was
involved in. It ocecurred to us as an
afterthounght, afterward, talking on the plarne,
that she had 3ust addressed in?gz; days
somethivg like fifty thousand people. She was
s self confident she would walk in there with
a couple of cards in her hand and opet up

o gk
theres,-5She' td speak extemporanecusly. She'd

speak for fifteern or twenty minutes. 8he had a

= .
messane, yeuHPow? She is a woman of
o.r'f’k

subst ance.~8he deserves to be seern that way.

(CENTTRUED NEXTDTSE_____




— CHAPTER EOURT—F i ady (CONTINUED Y ——

tvrn Nofzipers:

I susﬁect that Narncy has about as much
as she wants to have. Nancy is not Rosalvrn
Carter. Bhe doesn’t view herself as the deputyv
oresident. She doesn’t want to sit in on
cabinet meetinps o those sorts of thinos. EBut
she certainlvy has a strorng interest in the
thirngs that he does. She has aﬂgt?ﬁﬂ§~ihtewest
irn the pecple arcund him, and Judées the
pecple arcund him on the basis of whether they
serve him well. But can Nancy pet somecne
fired? I dorm’t think so. Ronald Reapan makes
those decisions. Can Narcy pet somebody hired?
Probablv at some levels, and maybe at some
very hioh levels., but not totally. She’s not
the president and I don’t think anybody at the
White Howse thinks she is. nor does she.

There may be some pecple who are afraid of
her, but I don’t think that there’s a sense of
fear irn the White House about Narncv. I've rot
seenn that ever.

You take the call. Of course, vou take
the call. But that doesn’t mean that you pet
o the ohone and say, "Yes, Mrs. Reapan. Yes,

Mrs. Reaparn., Yes, Mrs. Reapan.® If you take
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the call, thern vou listen. She’s a verv smart
womarn. Her inpout is worth listernino to.

How much trouble are vou in if she’s
dowr o vou? I suspect it deperds onm who vou
are. I thimk vou carn make toc much of that. I
dowi*t know of anvbody, on the White House
staff, o the oovernor?s staff, who has not
continued to furnctiorn if Narcvy was upset. The
president makes the final decisions. And
theyv're not always the decisions she thinks he
oupht to make. But certainly her view is takewr

into serious consideration, as it should be.

Ed Rollinms:

When Mrs. Reagan is concerned about
something, we know that her concern alwavs
relates directly to the president. Soa when
she’s concerned about something, we respond to
her, and respond to her very aguickly.

He's an awfully nice marn, and I think
that she sometimes feels that he may be a
little taken advartape of by either his staff
o members of the cabinet o what have vou,
and she certainly wants to make sure that

doesn’t hapoern.

T



I think she certainly pets concerred é(q
about rhetoric scometimes. She’s probably the
one person who's always lookino out for his
lomno term image. The two of them have made a
very heavy commitment to spend a siopnificant
gorticr of their life heve, and I think that
she’s verv concerned about his place in
historv.

There’s mo guestion there’ve been
certain members of the cabirnet she thouoht
were becoming reogative to the president awnd
she probably weiphed in pretty heavily on some
of those. iiHTn#?@s far as the White House
staff itself. I dor’®t Krow af anvone that
she’s ever gone out and tried to pet fired or
arnvorne in particular that she’s tried to pet

» et LV R
Rired. I do vk that she has expressed
Dﬂiﬂiﬁﬂ5: Therg’s beern & Time o two in which
I"ve made statemenrts that have caused her some
Coritert.

I don't thimk anvbody ever wants to be

in trouble with the First Lady. Bhe's wnot a
Sert _
petty or vindictive tyee person, but~F—thimk™~—
if she doesw®t think that you’lre particulariy
competent. vou®ve got to remember that she’s
Wlo

the orne that pets to talk to him first every

morring and last every night. My oredecessor

(0]
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im this'gab, Lyri Nefziger, and she had pood
pericds arnd bad periods. The First Ladv had
some concerns about some of the thivgs I've
said, but certainly has backed me fully.
It’s very importarmt as the White House
team moves forward with its apenda that'it
realize the warning sionals when Mrs. Reapan
is concerned about something., It's a conmcern
that either is botherirng the president or it’s
a concern that better have some attention.
When my secretary walks irn and says, '"Mrs.
Reagarn’s on the line, " I ceftaihly take the
call very auickly. After my heart starts
beatirng again. I certainly listen very

attentively.

Richard Qllen: _

She makes her influerwce Telt directly to
a circle of intimates to convey her views on
matters. I think that this is wholly within
bounds for a First Lady. She’s a stronog willed
First Lady. I think pood presidents are served
by strong willed ladies-—that is, pood
assertive presidernts who know where they’re
gaimg, krow where thev!ve come Frumi

She can make her iﬁflUEhce felt with a

ranoe of actions from a telephone call
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a1
exoressing concern or perhaps makino a
contribution to the solution a pivers oroblem.
Ar arched eyebow and all of these pestures and
commuriications have significance.

This is vt a case inm which a strong
willed and very capable First Lady is reachinog
cver her husband’s shoulder to try to control
the shio of state. But in questioms that she
has an instinctive feel for, she makes her
views Krowne I think thatis utterlv welcomed.
My wife does it., everyorme’s wife does it. We
find as the vears accumulate that our wives
pather more wisdom and their reaction becomes
very important to us.

Narncy Reapan cbviously has high repard
for certain individuals whose FTortunes she
wonld push. It*s only natural that she should
doo that. I'm sure she talks to the president
dbout it. I've seen it in pre—White House dayvs
whern she would address him very directly and
bepin to persuade him and then lay out a case.
it was alwavys very interesting for me to watch
that. I was rather amused by it at first and
tren 1 beman to take it more sericusly, not
because I thcoupht being on Nancy Reapan®s good

. be [1rve
side was important. I don®t thimi orne cught to

O\T/lr-etf:
mperate that way, although there are mnswy—who '"“f

n
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feel that this is arn impartant operating
methodolopy.e I Just went about doirng my 1ob as
I saw fit. She wever happened to be at an
imtersection with me. Let’s say that it’s
infinitely opreferable working for President
Reaparn to have Nancy Reapgarn on your side than
havivnip her on the other side of the street.
Without makinp invidiaus.comparisons, I
would sav that Nancy Reagarn will rate as one
of the best and most effective., certainly most
influential, for a pood cause, First Ladies in

madern history.

Michael Deaver:

You Hnow, you sit over here in the West
Wirig of the White House and vou start out here
at £:3@ iv the morning and end up at 8:82 or
G:0@ ofclock at wiopht, and your entirve life
is consumed by his schedule and the priocrities
of that day or the priorities of the week or
the foreigrn visitors or the legislafive
schedule or whatever it is, and you forpet
that a half a block away, you’ve pot a very
inteoral part of what makes this man tick.
Nancy is in many respects as much a part of
what people think about this presidency as any

First Lady in a long, long time.

140
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I don’t think she spends a lot of time
o the issues.'Q»%ﬁThihNancy would apree with
Gecrpe Shultz and with Rornald Reapan and with
Geowpe Bush that it's better to be talking to
the Sovietsrthaﬂ ot talking to the Soviets. 1

bellvv™c

thinmk that would be her position. And I Ttk
that’s a very smart position. But it isn’t the
kind of thinpg that she would come over here
armd spend a lot of time on. 8he might have
dirmer with the Shultzes or with the Hushes
and somethino like that might be discussed,
but that’s wat the kKind of thinp she'd make a
big issue of over here &ﬂ the West Wing of the
White House.

I think she’s more confident about poing

ot on trips and making speeches. I—hRdmic——

anvbody, once you benin doing that sort of

=

thino, »ed develmﬁéa’bonfidEHEe. She takes an
extracrdinary amncunt of time in the
preparation of those remarks. There’s a lot of
pecole vou can say to, "I've pot to po over to
the whatchamajiopers asscciation; write me ten
minutes, will vou?” And they pet it and I look
at it im the car onm the wav over. Not Nancy
Reapawn. She poes over every dot and every
crassiﬂg of every "t" and works very hard to

be sure that that’s somethinp that really is
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her own statement. That 5 w he 7 ~} ICDQ/
Lagy s ael aboust,
James Rosebush: James Rosebush was

Nancy Reapan®s chief

af staff.

If you can trust the polls, thev sav
. it
that she is respectedy 1oved//by the American
nexple. In fact, she has a rating that
indicates she’s the most popular First Lady
for sevew administrations.

The pecple like her. She’s certainly
comfortable iv her role. I think she sees that
there’s a job to be done that she can do.
She's very happv about the fact. Bhe’s very—
pleased she carn contribute to a major social
prablem, and she's seeinn results on that.
éhe’s comfortable, and I think the American
pecple are comfortable with her, too.

We krnaw that, as a result of the First
Ladies coming here from seventeen different
CQUﬂtPieé, we’ﬁe petting reporfs podring in
that these First Ladies are starting media
campaigns to alert vouno peonle to the darngers
of druo abuse. They?re more knowledoeable
about 1t. Theyire working with their cwn

governments to step un efforts to cut the

praoduction of drups. The confererce was very
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sucrcesstul.
o>

As to those stories that Mrs. Reapan was
- <, 2

the "star" of that bipg trip to Eurcpoef{ I think
vou have to take the word "star” and\laak at
it carefully. Certainly, the president was
tackling the tough issues, and he showed the
kind of leadership that pecople were laakiﬁg
for in the presidﬁé% of the United States.
She. orn the other hand, had a chance to plav a
starring role with the pecple of those
countries. Bhe had a chance to pet aut Ig%d
talk with them, and darce the flamernco with
them, and show interest in their culfure. Ini
that SEﬂSé,.ShE olaved a stafring role, but I
think they starred in their own individual
Wavs.

I dow*t think we’ve ever faced a
situation where we®ve overshadowed the
president. }~%hiﬂﬁ~tba§ﬂ¥é’ve camplemented
him. }—fhipzfit’s exciti;g when she does
something important——gets prominent play and
peonle Hrnow about it. That’s what we want to
doe We want to communicate those things, but 1
dor®t think we've ever pgotten into a situation
where we’ve ﬁééé;yr’seriauslyQKCDmpeted with

the president.

This has beern the first administration
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iri which the chief of staff teo the First Lady
alsa works for the president. I7ve had one
foot iv both winps amd both imterests at
heart.

I think it’s a first that pecple in the
West Wing are sitting there and saying, "Nancy
Reapan 1s a plus. She's helpinp the president,

<Aweet

pxlitically. " I tihrimk they recoonize that, so
there’s a degree of respect that wasn’t here

£ in previous administrations. —sabade

pefore it was, "Well, let the East Wing do

—
-~

what they thimk is best: let the First Lady
pet involved in charitable proprams or, you
kriow. oardern parties." Which is not to

derneograte what other First Ladies have done,

B
but Itk there’s a deoree of imbortance

here, and I think it’s a key point.

- o‘
Richard Wirthlin: <&Ti)

Right from the begirming, Marncy Reapan
was viewed as a dipnified, stronpg, capable
womar, but the publie;s perceptions have
changed. That is, not only do peapnle still
avticulafe those reasons as to why they like
Nancy Reagar, but; in addition, four out of
ten Ameriarns say that they like Nancy Reapawn

because of her work with yaung peaplé, the

1@
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work she's doinp with drups and her
sensitivity to peocple.

Irn 1981 and 1982, she was still viewed
favorably, but it wasn’t as strong as it reads
now. About five or six ocut of ten said they
were favorably impressed with Mancy Reapar.
Those first two vears in the White House were
pretty rouwgh ones for the First Ladyv. Sirvice
that time, she has developed a conmfiderce and
brought to her public imape, if vou will, a
likeress that wasn’t there early. This plus
the dedication to a cause that she feels very,
very deeply about made Nancy Reapan probably
one of the most positively sﬁpported First
Ladies in the last tenm or twelve vears.

I think that is am unusual case. It's
ot unusuwal to see someone who has a favorable
ratirg initially have that Pating ercde as
time poes on. I can’t mame a major public
figure whose j1ob rating or whose positive
impressions imoroved as dramatically over two

o three vears as has Narncy Reapan’s.

Dovimie Radecliffe:

She projected the image of a very well-

to—do woman sacialite who really had little

11
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congern o interest in anvorne who wasr’t in
. : o joG
her particular sccial milieu. She was someone
who cared about clothes and furnishings and
parties and pecple who were her sort. The
e |
commat person then didn*t come across—-that
she was that concerned about the caommon
person. I'm not sayving she wasn’t, but it
nEver Ccame across.

She’s ridiwg very hioh these days. She
was very successful in Eurocpe. She has pood
press. She did better than the president in
her press. She makes rno mistakes. She’s very
orofessional. She's an actress who does her
rale well. She follows directions and her
staff works closely with her. I think she's
very successful ripht riow. She’s at the too.

I would like to see more specifics in
her drun abuse messape. By that I mean. when
she is meeting with other couﬂtwies, o the
pecple from other countries, if she coculd be
move specific about what sort of thinogs have
beer successful here in her cwn crusade.

I think she is too pereral and that she
should be more specific andrsay, "We did this.
We had a publisher do comic books for us with
a messape or the dangers of drup abuse. We
went to the Naticnal Pharmacists and had them

start a campaign.”

-
IEA]
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Does she ergoyv all the attemtion? It
wxuld be very difficult for any humar beiwnp
1 <
not to enjov thet—Fird—ofattentdion—there Is
av—etemnent—af-the—royal co ife i
- e
e White—House,

William F. Buckley:

Pecople didn’t po arcound sayino Mrs.
Truman was a disappointment but Mrs. Truman
was a domestic in her husband's househcold. SBhe
wanted Pealiy rno external viéage. Naricy Reagan
has a backpround as an actress, as a
performer. And 1t 1s inconceivable that she
wonld lead s irnconspicuocus a life as Mrs.
Trumar. On the other hand, if her successar
were a Mrs. Truman type, I don’t thiﬁk pecple
would rush forward and say what a
disappointment she is. Thev would simply
accept tHE fact that tﬁe temperament of the
First Lady domirnates the guestion of how she’s
ooinn to behave.

You ask_,what is her vision of the role
of Firet Lady, wot our vision/of—the Foreof

Firet—tedy., If vou accept that distinction, I

s
[t
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would say her vision of the role of First Lady

is, number ome, do everyvthino her husband \bq
warits her to do and, number two, identify
herself publicly with the ideélism and sccial
concern of a chief of state.

She simply wants to be an exemplary
First Lady. The idea of what constitutes an
exe.wlary First Lady is not set in concrete.
It depends completely on the personality of
the individual.

If she had decided she was ooing to be
reclusive in the White Hduse, then that

decision would have governed the cuestion of

her evaluation.

R Reapan:

I"ve never sat down and tried to rate
First Ladies. I'd sayv that, in terms of what
cshe's dorne for the White House, she'd have to
be'way up there at the top. The place was a
mess when she got there., really a mess. It
looked, vou Know, real low rent, kind of
Holiday Inm——as much as the thte House can
loomk like a Holiday Ivn. She’s really fixed it
up. She took a beating because of the china.
Well, rnobody talked abount the fact that they

didr’t have a whole set of china anymore. The

14
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last person, I think, that actually boupht \oﬁ
ore for the White House was Lady Bird-——mayvbe

it goes back to Jackie Kernedy. Wher thevy have

state dirmers there, peoble swipe plates and

stuff. Little plates disappear into handbaos

and coat packetﬁs and stuff, so they couldn’t

have a dinner and have a complete set of china

for evervbody. She thought it was kind of

tacky, so she went out and pot some of her

friends to donate the momey for it.

Eleanor Roosevelt is a kind of an icon
iow. Bhe’s really “bip time. " As far as Jackie
avd bLady Bird oo, in terms of style, 1'd rate
my matﬁer with them, sure. If Jackie had come
wher my mother did. when scocciety wasn®t ouite
amenable to a stylish First Lady. she’d havé
notten a beating, too. You know, my Mo Can
dress with the best afy’em——even Jackie, yvou
kriow. FAro she has beautified the White House.

There's rnz guestion about that.

Maureern Reapan:

~

Before they came to Washirngtorn, the 54
Fiest lady always had a pood deal of contral
over their lives, over how they spent their

time. All of a sudden, she came imto a house
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that wasn®t hers, tryvivno to make it into the
home she wanted it to be. She was suddenly
piving dinmer parties and luncheons that she
had vt been there to plarn, that were suddenly
thrust uporn her. I talked to her one day about
two weeks after the inauguration and I said,
"Well, how is it going?" And she said, "Well,
it*s ckay. I'm giving my fourth luncheon
tomarerow afterrnoorn and they didn’t tell me
till twernty mirnutes apo.”

Well, vou can’t be an . expert at ogiving
State divrmers till you’ve givern two ar three
of them, but once you have, if you learn from
what poes on, and you learn the mix of peoole
and what makes them a pood event, a ogood State
event, and ymu.say, "Well, good, now I canm do
thét, s now I dontt have to worry about the
State dirmey that’s ooing to be held in April
because I know these are the thirnogs that work.

You carn’t be anm expert dealing with
living irn the White House until youw’ve lived
ivn the White House for a while.

Evervthing she has dowe has given her
ancther level of confidence. instead of going
back and startivio at "A" every time, she has
pone fyrom "A" o "B to "C" to "DY to “E" to
"FY ountil now she's up arocund "X, " 'Y, " ard

IIZ. n

16
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It part o er 1. FioW Krows w pel

-

4ﬂﬂLfE¢LJ£k’ThE 1ab of the First Lady of the
Uriited States is the ultimate corporate wife,
arnd I am rot a big farn of the whole system
that creates this corporate structure in which
we have these norn—paid pecople on whom we
depend to do so much of the work that poes on.
It seems to me that there should be a salary
for the First Lady of the United States
wh o

because certainly it's somebody that is on
call twenty four hours a day, seven days a
week, to do a lot of jobs that most of us
wouldn't want to do.

There is a defimitiom of a First Lady.
It would be the same if it was a First
Gerntlemarn. There is & 1ob description. The
First Spouse of the United States has the
responsibility for the residence of the White
House, for the social events, for the tours,
for all that comes under that particular
bailiwick. That is a massive corporation to be
rurming, and that alone, without the sorial
functions, without locking for the thino that
you want to use your office fo help peaple
with, without the fact that you alsc have a
family, and that you have brought vour cwn way

aof life in the White House, that i's a massive

17
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H‘d‘i ) . every
Jub. 2dt's a Job that has to be dealt with ew—’

ﬂ?gégé basis. It's something pecole have to
understand, that that house doesn®t Just run
by itself. ]

The First Lady of the United States is a
powerful womarn., She’s ocbviocusly pot an awful
ot of influernice aver what poes on ivn her
domain, which is that house. I denm®t know that
that translates into policy decisions.

If I have ideas of proorams that I'm
opoing to present, as part of what I do, to the
chairman of the Republican Natiornal Committee,
ard I sit and talk to my husband over dirmer,
and I say, "I'm thinking of deing this," and
he says, "Well, listen, why don't you take
that and po one sten Furtﬁer, ar why dor?t you
back up and move in that divection, and if vou
comsol idated this particular plan, you
wouldn®t take as much effort and you’d oget
much more progress on it, " and I pet all this
refined. Now I take my plan in and evervbady
thiﬁké I'm brillianmt, because I've oot this
cther brilliant persor to come alono and help
me.

Well, the president doesn’t just sit
there and wait for pecple to bring bim thinps.

He has ideas. He sees things unfoldino. He

reads. He gathers ideas. 5S¢ he poes into a

i8
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meeting of the ecorncmic advisors and he’s got
ari idea about somethinp. Well, he’s rot going
too gust throw it cut there. No human being
would do that. He might sit at d%&ew the nipght
before and say, "I was reading about this and
thinking about this and I was thinking we can
move in this direction. ' And she says, "Well,
that’s kind of interesting. Yeah, that sounds
pocd to me. But wait a minute. What if you did

’

such amd such?" And so he goes down the rnext

davy and it all gets into the mix and everyvbody

pets intce it, s it’s not her idea. It's rnot
her influencing policy, but it?’s his scundinp
board. s —the—somepisce %é'has to refine his
thinkino before he has to po into the melee
armd make it all come toopether.

EBut it’s like playing teleohorne when
vaulre a kid. I say it to youw, somebody else
hears it, and the rnext thing you know, you
have the National Enguirer writing & piece an
“Narncy Reapar Creates White House Policy. ! She
duesn’t need that. The president doesn’t rneed
that. It’s not pood for the political dymamics
of the country. 5o she’s very uncomfortable
because she’s afraid that people will rot
lister to what it is indeed that she does deo.

I did not know Elearnor Roosevelt.
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Unfortunately, she was just a wee tad before
my time. The first First Lady that I can
remember kriowing anything about was Bess
Trumar. I1?'ve know about Bess Truman and Mamie
Eisennower and Jackie Kermedy and Lady Bird
Juohnsorn arnd Pat Nixorn and Betty Ford and

Rosalyrm Carter and Nancy Reagarn. That's

eiopht. She’s the best.
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UHAPTER FIVE: The Narncy Reaparn style

MNarncy Reagan:

+hough

I want more pamp}aﬂﬂ I’m not going to
criticize any other %ﬁgégézzszx think the
White House and any Functian that takes place
at the White House should have a certain sernse
of digmity about it. I think the pecple want
it. I gé;:g~think the people want & man to
Just walk inmto the room. I—tirimk they want to
kricw that it’s the president.

Do I like "Hail to the Chief?" Yés, I
think it's traditional. It's always been
traditional and I thimk it’s important to keep
that tradition up. After all, this is a very
special place. I keep saving that but it is.

The White House is where all of cur
history emanated from. All of cur presidents,
evervthing happerned ripht here where we are.
Whern vou loock cut the window at the Washington

VLS memers o X
Morument andi Jeffersonhs-Jomb- o), it's a
wonderful feelino.

I was unprepared for the condition of
the second and third fleors., I didn’t realize

it hadn't really been ternded to, maintained.

1t hadr’t beer painted in scomething like

0125
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fifteern or twenty years. The floors hadn®t
beern done. ThiP£E£*1ﬁ—4#ﬁkﬁﬁﬂnﬂﬁ71hﬁW£h‘éll

A e pd OV (X 0TS
the varnish was peeling off of $hem. Ard this,
atter all, is the White House. which should
ik right.

I do not spernd that much money on
clothes., I do not buy that many clothes. What
clathes I buy I wear forever. My husband
teases me and savs I still have my pvm
bloomers from schocl.

It’s mot true about spending $ES,ZBE oY
a wardrobe. Now we pet back to all the cther
First Ladies who have had the exact same
problem.(I dorn®t know why itralways happens,t
SiMce oAy
Thatle- not true at all. I never paid $1, 600
for any kind of a handbag. That’s just untrue.

If I were spendinp that kind of money, I
would think people would have a right to say,

Bk
what inm the world is she doing?aI'm wniot,
spending oot —Rirdofmeneys I suppose there's
a poirmt that., if it?s vours and you want to
sperd it the way you want tog spend it, but I
Just would never spend that kind of mbney Gl
my clothes. They werervery wrong about a
handbag or whatever. Anybody can say anything

they want to say and you have no recourse,

really.

[3X]
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We' had a party for my husbaﬁd’s birthday \(1
and I wore a dress that I've had for twelve

vears. The dress that I wore to Mrs.

Thatcher?!s dinner I've had for fifteern vears.

Letitia Baldridge:

She received a iut of flack for buying
beautiful clothes and lookino so wonderful.
There was so much interest in the desigrers of
her clothes she was made absclutely furicus

fat & while ’
andahad only one desiprner, Olep Cassini, do
evewytking Just to keep away &11 the press
interest. It used to be that way in all
administrations, a very fashionable First
Ladv. I'm sure this was true in Dolley
Madison’®s dayv that the whole world could be
falling apart but still the cuesticons would be
coming into the White House-—what is she poing
to wear and who made that dress?

The public would be very sad and very
disappointed 1if ouwr First Lady were dowdy and
badly dressed. She does represent Hre American

fashic~ ~ . —
ready-te-wear. bBhe does look like a milliem

dollars. As a matter of fact, all of cuwr First

Ladies have looked like a milliom dollars

recently. We've beern very lucky, and that

(e
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helps the American fashion industrv.

There was a lot of flack about Mrs.
Kermedy®s claothes. That finally disapoeared,
and it has with Mrs. Reapan.

They both share an eocual sense of stvle,
ari eaural ease at enmtertaininpg, a wonderful
sense of riphtrness. When Mrs. Kermedy came
into the White House, the White House was in
terrible shape and she put it into pood shape,
thanks to the Fine Arts Committee. Every
First Lady thereafter added to the White House
arnd made it better and better, as has bMrs.
Reagan. It?’s been an evolution of style in
that house-—-acguisiticons of beautiful historie
items and thivnps of beauty in that house. It
used to locok like a baﬁgaiﬂvbaSEMEﬁt o sale
day. Now it looks preat.

It's fascinatirng to look at the First
Ladies we've had. When you look back in

ke
history, the ornes that emerpe are Abiogail
Adams who was soort of a feminist and Dolley
Madisorn who was coriticized for her beautiful
clothes from Paris. James Madisorm was roundly
criticized in the prese for bringing back the

v
Vermaise {(sn) service of flatware-—the forks,

krnives, and spoons that are used at some of

the State divmer functions.

0128
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What is sad to see is that the great
Vermaise flatware serviece is subtracted from
every yvear as White House puests pocket forks,
krnives, and spocons to take Home as sauveniers.
They're takirng priceless museum treasures cut
of the White House but they don’t seem to

mirda.

Dy. Barbara Hellermar:

Wheri she first entered the White House,
there was a tremendous tendancy to jump on her
for her attention to clothes, for her
attention to china in the White House, for her
attention to what was comsidered frivolous,
trivial, and somehow rnot worthy of the
contemporary American womarn. Narncy Reapan held
up with pood grace under those early attacks.
Women ivn perneral are dressing up more tham
they did in the sixties and seventies. There
is a new atterticrn to marmers. There’s a new
atterntion to oropriety.

Jacoueline Hermedy spent a lot of money.
Whern one looks at First Ladies, one really
rieeds to look at them in the conmtext of the
ertire presidential family and the pmlitical

impact of the presidential family in this day
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and ape.

For Reapan:

Most movie pecple are fairly well off. 1
think it?’s urreasonable to think that she’s
poivig to po out and hanmg out at truck stops or
S something. Most of their friends are pretty
well off. That?s just the way 1t is.

I don't see her as mouveau riche, in
terms of sensibilities, at least. In her
present position, itl's important for her to
put the oresidency and the white House in as
pood & light as she can, and she wants
evervthing to be ripht.., SBhe wants everything

to be first—-class.

Mary Jane Wick:
ord
Narcy is a very oracious ;:JE-r"c_an:m.> Shels a
persorn with exouisite taste. She always has
had that. She's a very private person and
sometimes can be shy. Her frienmds are very
invalved in the community and héve lived very

full lives. Narncy looks lovely in whatever

G130
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she's wearing. She alsc looks marvelous in

blue jeans and ternis shoes un at the ranch.

I domt inmk they live irn a grand

style. v live in the White House where

dozens of presidep

William F. Buckley:

It has been sugoested that the Buckleys
and Jerry Zipkin and Brooke ﬁstaw reoresented
a kind of New York society corowd that she
warts to be accepted by. What do I think of
that? Well, I don’t think the First Lady has
difficulty beirng accepted in any crowd. At a
sacial level, she’s pretty much at the head of
the table wherever she ogoes. I think she
oravitates to certain people for reasons
cbvious, some of them eccentric. Jerry Zipkin
ie a very uwnusual human being and she is
devoted to him. Brooke Astor she didn’t krow
much before she was elected. She’s krniown us
for twenty fivé.years. S there’s a sort of

mix there.
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The First Lady has wo oroblems of that
sart. I suppose if she decides that she wanted
to be accepted by the fellows at All Souls
Collepe in Oxford, she'd have certain
problems. But the Kind of life she has, she

has no difficulty whatever irn making out.

Bill Rlass: Faghion desigrner Rill
Blass is a 1aﬂgfime

Naricy Reapan friend.

I*ve made clothes for Narncy Reagan for
vears. There is somethino special about the
ladv in that’' she literally carmct look bad
im amythinn. It*s amazinp because she’s small
and. in theory. we make clothes for
marmeguins that are auite tall. Yet she can
really adapt almost any stvle to her cwn
particular way of wearinpn clothes. She’s an
extremely easy pal to dress.

She®s extremely easy to work with
hecause she has very definite ideas about what
she laoks well in and about what is
aporopriate to her role as First Lady. That's
her total awarenese of the role she’s plaving.
This applies to daytimé as well as evening.

I suspect.that Mrs. Reagan is rnot really

4 ot S



a trernd setter in the sense we in fashon
relate it. What she is, she adopts what is the
best from several desiprers. She wears clothes
to her owrn way of life and to what is becoming
to her. She has a marvelous awareness of what
is appropriate to her as First Lady.

I thinmk Nancy Reaparn already has had a
tremendous impact on fashiorm in that she has
a sureness of her taste that relates to a
preat many womern across the country. Pretty
clathes, femirivne clothes, she obviously
dresses to please the president. Therefore, a
lot of womern follow suit amd dress to please
mer. Chauvinistic remark, I Rnaw.

Maricy Reagan also has had an effect on
pecple’s apopreciation, rot only of fashion but
of entertaining and rurming a house. She takes
a vital interest in vnot Just clothes but in
rurming & very beautiful house, one of the
most beautiful houses in the world, and doing
it superbly.

How often do I desion something for
Nancy Reapan? We sernd her videos of the shows.
Obvicusly, she carn’t come to the shows herself
and. seasconally, mayvbe twice a year, we plan
thirnos that she needs. It’s not done on any

plarmed basis. It just depernds entirely on her
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travel plans. entertaimment plans, her public
nlans. We?ll talk omn the phorne about it. IFf
I"m in Washingtom, I'11 po over and lunch with
her and we'll discuss it then.

It certainly isn't at all evident that
she's demandivng in the role we play together
as one of her desiopners. The special occasion
dresses that I best remember that I maﬁé for

ek ’
her are the ones that she wesrs to the pala
orecedivng the inaupuration. The first time she
was iﬁ black which we thoupht was approbriate
because she was not going to wear black for
any of the other ceremonies. This season she
wore red. As you know, she loves red. But I'm
always amazed. 5S5he’ll drap out a dress that's
five or six vears old, even clder, and wear
it.

She is partial, of course, to certain
stvles and colors. She likes red. And I think
she very wisely chooses red, white, and black
very oftern. She’s amazivnpgly pood at colors,
Stranpe colors, an odd shade of ogreen or
something of that sort. she looks well inw. But
she does rather restrict it to black, white,
and red.

Without really beirng comscicus of it, I
must have made clothes for her under a

different label tharn I have now. Evern before.

1@
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she was the First Lady of California, she had V}ﬁ
purchased clothes of mirme. I've seen, of

course, a preat deal of concern on her part,

not anly for her husbarnd but for the nation,

which is perfectly obvicus. It's very
difficulp for me to gudoe whether she seems
more assertive or ambiticus because she has
riever seemed that to me and she doesn’t seem
it to me rnow. She’s sure of herself, which is
a damned impovtant thing to be.

It's always very difficult to make
comparisons betweew a First Lady and any of
the First Ladies who preceded her. I suspect
that since Mrs. Onassis, thefe has beer ro orne

Whe's P
ThaEt—Tas had && impact in fashion as much as
firs. Reaman. But that’s becagég she has always
dressed well and has always been interested iw
clothes, just as Mrs. Onassis was. too.

I suspect quite honestly that the thirps
shes happiest irn are the thinogs she wears in
Santa Barbara on the ranch. Obviously, jeans
amd a cottorn shirt are her favorite.

Of course, she ergoys dressing up. But
show me a woman who doesn’t. There are special
cccasions, special times., whern any pal warnts
to look great. Bhe's rnot an exceotiorn.

I think one of the thirnos that Narcy
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Reagan has tried»ta emphasize from the first _V)b
is that the role of Fivrst Lady does demand a

certain dionity and a certain style, not only

i dressing but in attitude. Ehe’s a master at

that. She’s, well, representing ouwr nation.

Ard for that, I think, bravoe for loocking well.

e Narcy Rean
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CHAPTER SIX: Nancy and Controversy a

As I Ilook back on it, I'm sure I'd
orabably do thimgs differentlyv.

Simce v money was coming from the
taxpayers, rnothing seemed wrong to me about
redoing the White House, Nothing had been dove
o the third flooy in thirty years. There are
cracks in the walls. It rneeded paintinog. It
needed maintemance. It needed furniture taken
out of storage. I'm a rnester. I like to Tix
things up. But nothinog was being taken ocut of
the taxpayers’ pocket, so it didn't seem to me
wirornd. The china was donated to the White
House. I didn®’t buy china. é;g;'peaple whi
donated the china have often thought of it.
They never oot the credit they really were
due.

We've tiphtened our belts in many ways.
We?re not spending as much money. We’re just
pulling in. You have to.

Was the 13982 Gridiron Dirmer the turning
point? Yes. I remember I was scared to death.
My nusband didn’t krnow anything about it. We
had rehearsed up here without his knowing

anything about it. We had two rehearsals, as I
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remembier. The outfit was unbelievable. It was
every orazy thing you could possibly think of,
rubbé} boots, mangey. It was something. At the
end of the dirmer when the entertaivment was
going on, I excused myself from the table and
went backstage to charmge. I'm sure he must
have thought, "Where in the world is she?
She’s pgone foor such a long time. " Armd when I
came o2ut, I was scared. But then it seemed to
g well, and I thought to myself, "I hope he
thinks it’s poing weil.”

I'd hoped tao blunt all of this stuff
that had been said that was ﬁot me, to put it

more in perspective and pet peop&ie back on

the right track. They applauded.

ITTever _said aweythiwr aooot—Richard
arter. Iy ~ giid. I have ooinions of

different pecple. If I feel they’re hurting my
cY
husband5WIf I feel that they’re trving to end

ruyn him or use him or whatevev, then I711 say
something.

I never asked the C;Ptevs to move out. I
mearn, never! How would I? Never. The only
thing that I carn think of is that we were at
dirmer, during the imauwguration. We started
fram Blaiy House, as is customary. During the

actual swearing in, the White House staff

moves the First Family, the Carters in this

3 s



case, out of the White House and us iv. And I
was saving, I don’t know how they do it. It
must be a tremendous task to pewferm<iT a few
houwrs. Everyvbody was agreeing and Ii:;id =
that I really dan’ﬁ kriow how they do it. Mavbe
arn idea would be if, whern we move out, we
cold move into Blair House and make it a
little hit sasier. NSRRI A |
Pt pes @ “ e
The "tiny little gun'/disappeared guite

a lowmag time ago. I had the tinmy little gun

when my husband was away a great deal of the
. ¢ +

3

time and 'I was alorne. I was advised to have a
tiny LivtTe aun.

Rm I fudping two years in age? I might.
I haven’t made up my mind vet. That’s a pretty
good answer, isn’t it? In Hollywood, you were
never over twentvy five. I progressed bevond

twenty five.

Betty Friedan:

Unfortunmately, I do rnot think that Nancy
Reagan has dorme anvthing to advance the cause
af womern. That is a very pointed fault or bad
mark against her, regardless of specific

pzlitics_Republican, Democrat. Womer in the

EReS
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last twerty years have made this oreat
breakthrough in America. We brake throuoh the
femine mystigue. We said, "We are people.” We
fouwght for the pefsanhaod of womar, and the
contral of ouwr own lives, our own voice. We
demanded and fought Foar egual cpoortunity. We
aren’t firnished vet, and there’s evern a
backlash apainst it.

We were at college together, at Swmith., I
was editor of the paper and literary mapazine
arnd she was an actress. She had the spirit to
oo to Broadway, to go to Hollywood. As I said
to her when I went an the préss bus atlseveral
canventions before she actually became First
Lady, "Mancy, you are a Smith person, and how
can vou nat be for equal riphts for women? You
were one of the career women before it was
aven popuwlar.” And she said, "0Oh, well, I'm

“Tred Fment
for egual,and so is Romnie anmd I'm for rights,
but I'm not for the amendment. "

Well, that’s just specicus. When he was
elected oresident and she became First Lady, I
went up to her at the Gridirorn Dinner and I
shook her hand and I said, "Use vour power. HBe
a gomod role model, now for women and use your
power to keeo the door cper., o opern it wide
for womer.

It just seems to me that’s her




mblipation as a woman of her gereration, at
this time in history, and she hasn’t dore it.
She has rnot raised her voice. They say she is
row one of the most powerful influernces in the
Reagan administration or on the president. Why
has she not tried to stopn him from this war on
the right of women to cortrol their own bodies
and the safe, legal, medical access to
abortion? Why has she not tried to stop him
wheri the Reapan administration has npiven the
word that the laws now on the books on sex
discrimination inm employment and education
shouldn’t be enforced, or that affirmative
action should now be used to restoare the
supremacy of the white male?

She’s rat a star in the scaop opera. She

is the First Lady. And we expect in America

~that owr First Lady somehow embody the values

of where womer are g'this time. When you
think, fifty years ago, of Eleanor Roosevelt.
What a role model she would still be, even
today. You think of Betty Ford, who really was
gutsy, rot only in behalf of equal rights for
wamen but very honest on the aguestion of
abortion and what she would do about her cwn
daughter if there were such a rneed. Even beirn

brutally honest about her cwn problems with
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alenholism and so arn. There was a fire role
model there.

Breathes there a woman with soul so
dead, an educated woman in the 1288s, that
canmot identify with this oreat liberation o f
women to be people? Maybe way underneath, she
does. Maybe that's what this suoposed rnew
charnge in image is all about. Maybe she just,
somehow, has to be a person and that’s why
she's mavivng more, beirng movre sericus abouat
matters like drupg abuse.

I"m ruat that much an expert on the life
and personal history of Nancy Reagan, but I do
recall that her own stepfather was
archoonservative, arch-reactionary, and she
mioght have had a Peaéfiaﬁary influerce an
Ronald Reagan politically.

She was a career woman before it was
fashionable, when most of oﬁr classmates were
irn candumiﬁiums, making a career out of
marriage and four children and baking their

owrt bread. She went to Hollywood and she went

to Broadway, but now, as First Lady, she is ar -

amachronism. She is somehow mot only denving
hey earlier reality but the reality of
Omerican women today. What they want to be and
what they need to be and what I think they

would like represented in the First Lady, who

i



should PEpPéEEHt the highest standards arnd
values for womern, Republicanm and Demcocrat.

There is arn expectation today that a
waman can be and shaouwld be all the nersonm that
she is capable of being. She wants and Qalues
the choice to have children. She will be her
husband’s wife if she chooses to marry. But
she will be a person, sericusly committed to
her own voice in society. We are not finished
yvet im this pgreat massive revolution of women
t full personhood and full eguality. Sheowill
x ositd o powey she has in somge-way
fdentifytrm—with—wemen. So I say to Nancy
Reagar, "Why have you not used your vaolice in
your role in the White House to give a fuller
role model for vounper women?

I wouldr?t fault her if she’s not the
same kind of feminist I am. She doesn’t have
to be a card carrying NOW member. Nobody would
expect that of a Republican womar, but Betty
Ford, who's a Republican, was courapecus and
cutspoken on behalf of the basic move of women
to eguality. Here, Nancy Reagan, whose
husband? s administration is mountinog a
backlash apgainst women’'s rights, is not
raising her voice against it.

Have her advisors told her, "Look,
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American women really didw’t vote for vour (4
D
husband in numbers?"
. ‘/f‘r

The Madame Chain;Hai—sheH role-—that's
where her oress has been lately——that she is
prapping him up or manipulating him or
controling him. If that is so, so be it.
American womer have a great hunger for more
power. They have been too powerless, and
they'll get it whatever way they carn. If
vou’ re lucky emcugh to be First Lady, —srchvour

Husbamtis presidevt, you should use that role

for all it's worth. For good thinos.

only be seen as a m T hot today. It's

nat vl Gr a woman, certainly not vyight for

arn educated woman like Mawncy Reagar.

I vremember in the twbulent days of éhiha
it came out that Madame Chaing Kai-shek, who
was Wellesley educated, I believe, was sort of
like a Dragon Lady. She was really pulling the
strings., It's coming out that Namcy Reapan is
orme of the most inmfluential peaple. Well ther,
in what direction is this influence poing?

I don’t think anybody would have
criticized Nancy Reagan forty yéﬁé ago, for
Just being a clothes horse, for the china that
she is buying or whether she's wearing the
clothes of this desigrner or that desigrner.

Evernn now, as a feminist, I am interested in
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faghion and I think women are still interested
in fashion. She can be as Tashiormable as she
pleases. But there’s oot to be something more
than that. I mean, Elearor Roosevelt was a
giant among women. We don’®t have such an
image of Mrs. Eisenhower, but that was in the
fifties whern the whole country was pulling
pack from the American adventure.

Lady Bird Johnsorn, there was guite a
woman there. Jacoeline Hennedy, everyhody went
ga—ga aver her fashiorn and her decorative
style, but there was a mind there, that
brought poetry and art to the White House. I
remember thinking at the time, if she would
only stop wsing that whispery voice. You
wanted her to be more.

Betty Ford was a very interesting
exanple of a woman who started ocut in a very
convent ional way, but she lived up to the
demarnds and the expectation of women. Is there
really somethirng ooinmg to emerge in Nancy
Reagan where she senses that she could use her
power on issues today where womer’s future is

in jJjecpardy?

Dr. Barbara Hellermar:

o
|
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The positions of the Reaganm fau
administration on womer's issues such as |
abortion and the Egqual Rights Amendmernt has
begern somewhat hard to determine. They had had
a house feminist in that family, but it has
not really been Narncy Reagan. It has been the
oresident’s eldest daughter, Mauwreern Reapan.

This has been very carefully done. It
was more articulated in the eighty fouwr
campaion tham in the eighty campaiorn. Nancy
Reagan?s role with regard to equal rights and
abortion nNas beew relatively guiescent.

Intermittently, she has giveﬁ sliphtly mixed
signals on the subject, but she is a far cry
from her two predecessors, Betty Ford and
Rusalyrm Carter, who both came out very
strongly for the Equal Riophts Amendment. In
that sernse, if you are a feminist, 1f you
believe in the Eagual Rights Amendment, you
would see the Reagan administration, and Nancy

Reagan in particular, as a step back.

Nancy Reyrnolds:

Narncy Reapan was considered a very old
fashioned, anachromistic wife in the sixties

irm Califormia. I think a lot of the feminists
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are now wives and mothers and they may have
saftened a little more. Nancy Reapan hasn't
charnged, basically. B;t you know, she’s always
felt that people should do what they have to
do and she would hope that pecople would
respect haow she feels.

Isn’t it interesting that so many
feminists today are saying, "Look, 1t’s fine
if women don’t want to work and stay home for
kids. " That?’s akay. But it has taken the
feminists, arnd I'm a feminist, a long time to
come arcurnd to saying there is a lot to be
said for women who have no interest in a
career and who feel that their career is their
family and their husbands, whern they can
finanmcially marnage to make 1t that full tTime.

So I think that i% has moved on the
other side a little. Narmcy Reagarn hasm’t
pers;nally charnged at all. After all, she has
two very feminist daughters and she was like
all of us with ouwr childrern during the
sixties. We had a lot of confrontations and
Nancy Reagan stuck by her guns about how she
felt apout things. I bet if you interview the
children, you will find that they have

mellowed a great de§l.
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Richard Allewn: -~

I would say that his is a tendancy not
to be engapged in staff difficulties and
dustups.., And hers is not the opposite
tendancy to pet involved, put certainly she’s
not reluctant to voice her views.

I thimk she addresses the unbleasant
tasks. Ultimately the decisions are his and he
must take the responsibility for them.

She played no role at all inm the
nalitical infightiwmo. There Qas a decided
campaion to have Haig amd me engage. Al Haig
and I have analyzed this. There wasn’t rearly
as much substance to the fabled Rllem—Hain
battles as has met the eye. There was a very
well crchestrated campaion by coslleagues in
the White House to make it appear that we were
constantly embattled.

Al has a steel soring persomality, and
I'm not reluctant to enpgage, Trom time to
time, on issues o even on procedures. But
this was exacerbated and exacerbated
deliberately by some individuals in the White
House. And I think that the reflection of that
as it plaved in the newspaper came back to

i~s. Reapan.
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Obviously, she couldn’t be happy about
discord and disharmony in the administration
undeyr any circumstarices. On too of that, we
had an administration that was trying to
devote its exclusive attenmtion to domestic
affaivrs for the first year. The secretary of
state, RAl, wanted foreign policy issues to
gat a share of attermtion. I share the
president’s agenda in trying to keepo foreign
palicy——national security——wmot incomsequential
but om a low key, on the back burmer. And that
lead to further misunderstandinos. Nancy
Réagaﬂ, I think, was influential but it wasn’t
because she came to all of the judgements that
she made by herself or unassisted. She didn’t
do that unaided.

I think it was very clear at the time
when I was on a leave of absence and the
canard and inuendo that surrcunded my case
were being investigated by the Department of
Justice——there were messages that I should
resign and my answer was that I certainly
@Guld not resign until I knew what the outcome
would be. Until such time, I wouldn’t address
the question of my futuwre——until such time as

I was cleared. as I knew, inevitably, I would

be cleared.
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Then I was repeatedlyv cleared of these
really trumped up irnuendos and allegations. I ,qt>
pather that, at orne point, she Joined some
colleagues in the White House apart from those
wha were deferding me and thought it wauld.be
best if I left.

But I wouldn’t do it. My reputation was
at stake, my family, my future, my integrity,
my character. And until that was cleared,
there wasn’t anything that would cause me to
leave.

I have no tangible evidence of her role
excent what I would read in the newspapers.
Now Nancy Reagan was not talking to newspapers
but there were those in her circle who were.
Amd you couldn®t distinguish. This is part of
the problem in Washiwngton, the great anonyvmous
source.

I maintained a cordial relationship with
Mancy Reapan in the years after my departure
fram the White House. I see her from time to
time, talk to her, and there isn’t the
slightest hint of bittermness or anything else.
I happen to support the president’s apenda. I
don’t support pecple. I support ideas. I think
shne and the president krnow that I do that.

Perhaps that has led to a more understanding

relationship between us.
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