
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
Collection: First Lady, Office of the: Press Office: Records, 

1981-1989 

Folder Title: [Book entitled First Lady] (2 of 2) 

Box: OA 13310 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Inventories, visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 
 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  
 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-

support/citation-guide 
 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 

 

 
Last Updated: 03/06/2024 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


• 

Galley No. 20644-28 
Proof 1P 
Date 5-16-86 
Client Folio Graphics 

Disk 737 
Dress File 7.58 
Format File 206441 
Fonts deVinne 150,151 

snell roundhand (signet) 1408 

4 

NANCY REAGAN 

GJi:pe people like me. I think it 's been a process of get­
J ting to know me, and that took a long time. Probably 

so111c of it was my fault , some theirs. lt was so new to me. I 
didn't know quite what to do, and there's no training for this 
job. When something is new to me, and I'm a little shy about 
doing something, then I tend to hold back. 

The first year was a bad year for lots of reasons. 1 had all 
these personal problems that were on my mind and I was 
holding back. 

There wasn't a tleliberate sitting down and saying, " Now 
I've gut to turn this around." It wasn't that. I'm no different 
than I ever was. But as time went on, I became more used to 
the job, ant.I more used to being here. l got past the first year. 

I always knew I wantetl to be involved in the drug prob­
lem, ant.I then I had more time. I was more ready for it, and 
it just evolved . 

'!'here isn't any clearly defined role for the First Lad: fou 
make of it what you want. I see my role as what I'm doing. I 
didn't reali1,e that you had such a tremendous platfo rm, if you 
W<'l'e interested in one particular thing, to try to advance it 
and inform people am! get your feelin gs acros.'I. l ' ve chosen 
that way. But then, everybody hus their own way. 

The term "the right image" seems to me such a phony kind 
of staged thing-I'm going to carve out this image anti that's 
what I'll be. Now, whatever kind of image that conjures up in 
people's minds, I don't know. But all I can do is be myself. I 'm 
not going to be like anybody else. J'm going to he Nancy 
H.caga11. So I'll push the things that I'm interested in . That's 
the way it's been all through history. Every First Lady has 
her own particular style or her own particular indivitluality 
all(l gets her own particular criticism. 

ls it true I can be "relentless"T I think I know what l want. 
But, actually, I woultl thiuk that if J were working for 
somebody, I would rather work for II person who knew what 
she wanted. The other would be very confusing to me. I 
wouldn't know if this is whnt she wanted or if that's what she 
wanted. We huve a lot of laughs, though if I'm upset about 
something thut somebody's done, I tend to just pull back. A 
curtain comes down. Now l don't know whether that's good 
or bat!, but that's al ways been so. I don't yell and shout and 
throw things, I just pull back. 
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Everybody who's been here knows the job's tough. I would 
never criticize another First Lady. l never knew that Mary 
Lincoln was criticizccl so terribly. Well, she was. Across the hall, 
there's a painting of Mrs. Coolidge. It's a beautiful painting, 
her standing with their dog. She was criticized because sup­
posedly there were people who said that her dress was really 
shorter than it was-it was really kind of a flapper style-and 
that she had had it painted on and added to and it was not the 
dress at the Smithsonian. There was a whole big flap about 
this. Mrs. Lincoln was criticized for spending $2,000 on her 
innugural gown. Criticism comes with the job. 

I don't think I'm getting all that bad a press now. I think 
as things have settled down and people have gotten to know 
me more, they know that a lot of things were not true. 

I hear a lot of times, "Well, Nancy Reagan wants this, or 
Naucy Reagan wants that;• when I've never said anything 
ahout it and l don't know what they're talking about. 

Docs the President sometimes say no to met Sure. Does his 
nu 11l ways end itf Nut always. I'll wait a little while; then I'll 
come hack at him again. 

It really reaches a point where somethiug's gone much too 
far, in my opinion. So it seems to me, sometimes, that if you 
can catch it before it reaches that point where a lot of people 
arc maybe hurt, then it's easier to stop it right in the begin­
ning, ruther than let it build up a head of steam. 

I dou't have as much "clout" as they say I do. I don't get 
i11\'olwd i11 how to bulaucc the budget or how tu rctlucc the 
def icit or foreign affairs or whatever, but I do get involved 
in people issues. I think I'm aware of people who are trying 
to take advantage of my husband, who are trying to end-run 
him. 

Sometimes he' ll want to talk about problems and 
so1nctimes he won't. Sometimes his mind is so busy and so occu­
pied, he just wants to go right to those papers as soon as he 
gets his dinner. And then, there's not much conversation about 
it. Other times, he does want to talk about it. 

I didn't think it was fair when I 'd pick up the paper and 
I'd read that he was a warmonger, that he was ready to go to 
wur and so 011. I know that that's simply untrue. He's trying 
to do everything he can to avert war and bring about peace. 
That concerns me too. I was in favor of a meeting with 
Gromyko. I thought that was a good idea, aud I'm glad he 
came. 

He and my husband were over at the Oval Office alone, 
11ml having dismissed everybody else, I was asked to come 
ti own to the Red Room and be there to greet them when they 
got back. They came in, and we said hello, and they came 
around with the tray& He took some tomato juice or something, 
I took a Perrier, and he toasted me and I toasted him and then 
it was just sort of small talk. I think we were talking about 
the metric system. He turned and looked at me and said, " Is 
your husband in favor of peace or warT" And I said, "Peace." 
Ami he said, "Are you sureT" And I said, "I'm sure." And he 
said, "Well, then, you whisper 'Peace' in his ear every night." 
And I said, "I will , I ' ll also whisper it into your ear." 
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I haven't much time to be lonely. We plunged into so many 
things right away, there isn't time. When we went to church 
one Sunday, my husband said," Look at this schedule. It used 
to be so simple just to go to ehurch. All we're doing is going 
to church, and look at all these people who are involved." Or, 
if we go to Camp David, he'll say, "What are all those 
helicopters doing out thereT" You know, he still can't get over 
it that everything takes so many people around you. 

I think he's happy. He enjoys being in the position of being 
ahlc to try to do the things he feels very strongly about and 
li,ts for a lm,g time. Yes, I think he's happy. 

Sometimes, it's very hard . At this particular time, with 
what's happening worldwide and certainly in this country, 
with the dcfieit and so on. Tremendous. 

Being govemorof California was very good training for 
th is joh, particularly because, as he said often during the cam­
paign, he came in as governor when the state was in almost 
the same position as the country. It was broke financially and 
so 011 . You just multiply that by l don't know how many times. 
Of com·se, Californ ia didn't have a foreign policy. 

It's more work than I thought it would be, for me. I can't 
speak for him. Ile brings back stacks of papers that he reads 
every night, in his study or the living room, whatever, until 
he falls asleep at eleven-thirty or midnight. And he gets 
frustrated by the entrenched bureaucracy-because it's an 
entrenched bureaucracy. 

1 have moments of accepting that my husband is Presi­
dt• 11t, and then moments of thinking I'm not really here. I was 
interested when Prime Minister Thatcher was here. She said 
so111ewhat the same thing to my husband. She said, "Do you 
ever have times when you think of other heads of state and you 
thi11k, oh, they muRt be so bt·illiant, so marvelous, and so extra 
speeialf And then you realize that you're a head of state, and 
you think, I'm just an ordinary person ." 

There was a tremendous emotional upheaval that I didn't 
eou 11t 011-at leaving our ho111e and our children. I'm sure you 
saw the picture of Pattie and some others at the house crying. 
Atul 111y crying. There was all this extra in it that I really 
hadn't counted on. All of it together did get me down for a 
while. But I'm enjoying it. Yes, I am enjoying it. 
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LETITIA BALDRIDGE 

r-;;r;; First Lady belongs to the people. She has 
V thousands of letters addressed to her every month, 

asking for advice, consolation, help. What she does is reflected 
th roughout the entire United States. If she has good posture, 
mothers say to their daughters, "Stand up straight. Don't you 
sec Mrs. Reagan has good postureT" If she has a good figure, 
evcryouc wants to look like her. If she has a beautiful home 
aud has good taste, everyone wants to have the same apricot­
color living room that she has, and banana yellow on the walls. 
Everyouc wants to copy the First Lady. 

Therefore, if she is intelligent and if she has style and 
grace, it's pretty nice to copy someone like that. She also is a 
wonderful helpmate to her husband, a true partner. And 
a lt.hough she doesn't make policy decisions, the mere fact that 
she is the ultimate sympathetic ear at night when the Presi­
dent of the United States returns to his private quarters is very 
import1111t. 

It's impossible to please all the public. But things 
straighten out through the years and various First Ladies have 
ht•cn criticized for being overly involved in White House 
affairs. People forget that and remember them for their intel­
ligence. I think Mrs. Reagan is establishing a very classic, 
wonderful path, lending a supportive car to her husband but 
not even pretending to interfere in public policy. 

I doubt there's a man alive who is in love with his wife and 
doesn't trust her intuition. She sees a lot on her own, I'm sure, 
that the President doesn't. I think it's good to have that kind 
uf advice. 

I think she will go down in history as one of the very finest 
l<'irst Ladies because she has gone through bad publicity and 
surmounted it so beautifully. She has done such wonderful 
things with her drug program, her foster children program, 
and so forth . She's been involved in a lot of things. She is work­
ing hard on the drug program at a time when drug and alcohol 
abuse is really a very serious problem in this country. She's 
right on target. Aud what she does is very effective. She has 
influence. She works hard at it. I think she also derives great 
satisfaction from seeing the good that she does. 

1'hcre's a growth process in every First Lady. I've seen it 
in every single one of them. Mrs. Ford went through great per­
sonal problems and rose to surmount the 111. Rosulynn Carter 
nml Lady Bird Johnson, wow, I mean Lady Bird does things 
to this day. She has power and influence in the whole field of 
world wildlife and preservation that she never would have had 
if she hadn't been First Lady and if it hadn't evolved during 
her years as First Lady. 
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Mrs. lkagan has evolved, too. If they are smart, intelligent 
women, if they have their eyes and cars open, and they don't 
succu111b to prejudices, all First Ladies evolve and become 
greater people. If nothing else, they don't get any money out 
of it, and though they get a lot of grief out of it, they also 
develop inwardly and store up a tremendous amount of 
knowledge. It must affect their whole lives for ever and ever. 
Once you ' re out of the White House, a First Lady has to be 
very changed and has to be very involved in what's going on 
around her. Just think of all the newspapers they suddenly 
start to read. 

When you' re that busy, you don't have time to give in to 
grief. You just keep 1,lowing ahead. That's one of the perks 
of the job. You've so many things you have to do. 1'here's this 
,•11or111ous schedule laid out for you. You don't have ti111e to 
ti well on grief or sadness or fear. You just push ahead and do 
your job. And I think that's what she's done. First Ladies have 
to realize that when they come into the job-Claire Luce had 
n 1111,rvclous expression-''no good deed goes unpunished." 
They keep doing good deeds for the White House, for their 
country, a11d they' re constantly criticized for it. But you have 
to go 11hc11d 11nd keep on 11nyway. 

Both Mrs. Reagan and Mrs. Kennedy are remarkably 
good-looking, remarkably kind and motherly in many ways. 
The two of them can be compared a great deal. What makes 
Mrs. Beagan so uuique is the wonderful love affair that she 
has with her husband. They're like young lovers. It's wonderful 
to sec them walk down the hall hand in hand. I keep remind­
ing 111y husband that we never hold hands. The Reagans hold 
h11mls all the time. And I think America loves that. It's 11great, 
g1·cat symbol of marriage. 

It's very hard when you ' re working your utmost to do the 
right thing in your job, and you're giviug it your all, to see 
it put in the headlines as something negative. It's very 
frustrating. Of course she was hurt and frustrated in the 
beginning and, intelligent woman that she is, she learned to 
accept it, to expect it, and not to be bothered by it . You have 
a choice in the White House: you either have a complete 
nervous breakdown or you learn to forget it. And that's what 
she has clone. 

Mrs. Johnson came along in history at just the right 
111on1cnt because the youth started to revolt and the women's 
movement began. And women started leaving the home in 
droves to go to work. She was such an executive, the women 
related to her and were inspired and encouraged by her. When 
Mrs. Hc11ga11 c11me into the White House, there was a tremen­
dous need for the whole subject of husband and wife to be seen 
in a 11ew light. People were putting each other down and the 
new young woman executive was perhaps too aggressive. All 
of a sudden, here was an old-fashioned family coming back 
into the White House. It was a great moment for that to hap­
pen because not only was she a fantastic wife but she also 
developed these 1>rograms of her own. 

'!'he whole idea of husband and wife plus the woman who 
do,·s not work but involves herself in the non-profit sector in 
a very meaningful way, it all came along at the right time in 
history. The First Lady is always a role model for women, 

whether she likes it or not, and whether they like it or not, they 
look up to her. And what she does is very important to all the 
young women who are getting their MBAs and to women who 
are trying to save their marriages and all of this. J t 's of tremen­
dous sociological importance. 
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I think there were more women who applauded her, com­
iug hack with some of the old-fashioned, more conservative 
vnlues at a time when we needed them. America's feminist 
movement has taken such great strides nn<l has gone forward 
so fast that the whole subject of having children and being 
married uee<led paying attention to. And she's done it. 

NANCY REYNOLDS 

A ~hing µreparcs you for bei11g First Lady, nothing. 
J Y Basically, Washington is not a city that wishes you 

well. So I think you come in here really unprepared for the 
onslaught of personal and press criticism. Mother Theresa 
could be in the White House and within six months there 
wou Id be some sort of expose story about something she 
ha,! done. 

1 n Nancy Reagan's case, she is a woman who al ways takes 
things a day at a time. Site concentrates entirely on one proj­
ect, and her own personal concerns about the President's 
welfare come at the top of the list. Gettiug settled in the White 
House, making it a home, not just a public house, was a very 
important thing for her. So she concentrated on getting the 
house the way she wanted it aud making it a comfortable, 
warrn and welcoming place for the President at the end of the 
day. 

She's al ways 1,ceu like that. I think she was just totally un­
prepared for the fact that people expected, as they often <lo 
unrculistically, a kind of First Lady who was going to leap 
into a project immediately and become something they felt she 
should be. Now Nancy Reagan has always had a couple of proj­
ects in the years I've known her. The Foster Grandparent pro­
~nun anti preventing drug abuse have h<.>en the two things that 
she's always been interested in, always put time in on. When 
she got to W1LShi11gton, she wanted to continue with the Foster 
Grandparent program because she knew it, she felt comfort­
able in it, she had really put her mark on it all those years, and 
had done J!){traor<linary things for the program. 

What happens in Washington is that people try to push 
projects on you. Nancy Reagan has her own best instincts 
about what she wants to do, how it's going to work for her, and 
the kind of time she's going to give it. She felt that, except for 
the l!'oster Grandparent program and her interest in the drug 
program, she wanted to take a little time and see what was 
11head. I think she became buried in the details and interests 
of what to <lo in the White House, managing a large staff. She 
ha,l never been a manager uefore. All of her staff were new 
-lll'ople-from her press secretary to her social seerctary­
people she had just met. I think it was kind of overwhelming 
at first. So she was unprepared for good old Washington and 
the immediate criticism that comes your way if you're not con­
forming to Washington's rules of how they think the first 
Lady should uehave. 

Her performance at that Gridiron dinner changed her im­
age; most certainly the President's near death did. The 
assassination attempt had a tremendous effect on her, as had 
her own father's death. All of these things coming in the first 
year. All of them were traumatic, although the Gridiron was 
fun. 
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People always ask, "has Nancy Reagan changed'" She 
renlly has not. What has changed is the perception of her. For 
years and years and years, we had all been saying, here's this 
wonderful, witty, funny, caring, loyal, intensely dedicated 
woman , but no one ever wanted to hear it. I attended 
thousands of press briefings and listened to hundreds of press 
women interviewing her over the years. In the sixties, in 
Saernmento, you were dealing with young, sixties reporters, 
most of them ardent feminists who came in which a chip on 
their shoulder, already making up their minds, and with a very 
cynical view of a First Lady who cared about her family first 
and foremost . 

She is not someone who likes to make speeches or public 
appearances unless it's 011 1,ehalf of her particular interests. 
I think she was a nervous wreck, appearing uefore the 
Gridiron. You never know how it's going to come off. But it 
showed the side of her that weve all known for years. You could 
feel the differences in the audience. You could feel people 
judging her very differently from this woman they had made 
casual assumptious about. She turned out to be something 
t(llite different. 

She's a very complex person sometimes. She has many sides 
to her, and this was aside no one had ever seen. And when she 
1lid the encore, you knew she was having fun. You can sense 
when people approve of what you're doing. The applause was 
t.retnell(.lous. That one incident showed that she basically has 
e.xcellcnt instincts about herself and what she feels will be good 
anti what will be natural for her. She never extends those 
I.Jou ndaries by trying to do something that isn't natural, that 
isn't something she would <lo i11 ordinary life. Poking fun at 
herself at the Gridiron dinner was her way of perhaps saying, 
Well , if I got off to a rocky start, let's have a few laughs about 
it b<•cnnsc 1 'm going to be around for a while. I think thut was 
the turning point. There's no qnestion about it . 

I don't think on substance that you can say Na11cy Reagan 
has i11fluenced policy. She expresses herself as we all do to the 
President when we have the opportunity. Ile always listens 
very i11tently. Of course, he adores Nancy. Many times she's 
right and he's not right. At least we feel that way. But 
sometimes he will accede if he feels that it's something he hasn't 
thonght about. It's more style tha11 substance. She never claims 
to he an expert. She certainly is knowledgeable and under­
standing about a lot of things, but Nancy Reagan is a back­
to-basics person. 

I think she sees her husband as a man of peace. He is a man 
of peace. 'lb that end, I think she will always offer up solutions 
and ideas and comments, as we all do any time we're asked, 
11ml cve11 sometimes when we're not. 
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But Ronald Reagan is his own man . I think she has in­
fluence in the general sense, but any wife of all those years 
is going to have an opinion. And his d11ughter Maureen, who 
spends a great deal of time at the White House, most certainly 
has a lot of influence. He doesn't always agree with her, either. 
'l'hat's what makes it such an interestiug family. 

When I first met Nancy Reagan, she was a housewife in 
her forties who had never been on the c11mpaig11 trail before. 
Ronald Reagan had done a lot of campaigning for Seuator 
Goldwater, and she had stayed home as most wives do and 
loved being in that rather protected environment. 1b be thrust 
all of u sudden into Sacramento and asked to live in an old 
mansion that was a firetrap and not near any schools-that 
was a big story in those days, that Nancy Reagan said the 
governor's mansion wasn't good enough for her. In fact, it 
wasn't safe enough. 'rhe fire department said there was no way 
they'd ever get off that second floor if a fire came along. The 
wood was rotting. It was in an awful neighborhood. Now it's 
u museum. 

So she insisted on moving to a suburb. That sounds a lit­
tle silly now, but in those days, it was pretty courageous. She 
took a lot of flak from the press on that. She wanted a normal 
life for her children, especially for her young son, and in a 
neighborhood , in a house, that looked just like all the other 
houses. 'rhat was what she wanted. Ultimately, it was the best 
thing. But you're damned if you do and damned if you don't. 
I think she found out the hard way. These things all made sense 
to her. She really couldn't understand that anybody wouldn't 
agree that it was a sensible thing to do. 

Nancy Reagan never held a press conference the whole 
ti111c she was in Sacramento. She felt it was presumptuous. 
There were a few incidents where she had press in or 
something, but she never really called a press conference, 
l'Xccpt for one time. That was when a man who wus 11 leader 
of the opposition in California publicly criticized her for try­
iug to solicit furniture for a governor's mansion that wasn't 
cvc11 built. She was trying to get people to donate antiques or 
old California pieces, and there was a big critical piece in the 
11a1>er. She culled a press conference the next day and just ab­
solutely let him have it. It was the only time I ever saw her do 
that. She had her dander up and she felt that they had gone 
far enough. 'l'hat was the end of the criticism. There was never 
another article, and she got tremendous donations of furniture 
and antiques from people who wanted to give them to the state 
to h,• used in a governor's mansion in the right way. 
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DR. BARBARA KELLERMAN 

~ e's no set defin ition for the role or First Lady. The 
V role as realized at any given moment in time really 

depends largely on three separate factors. One is the woman 
who's filling it. Two is the man she's married to. And three, by 
110 means the least important, is the temper of the times. One 
can predict that a First Lady in the nineteen-eighties will be 
different from a First Lady in the fifties. 

There are lots of common denominators among First 
Ladies, and in powerful ways the role has stayed remarkably 
the same as it was twenty and thirty years ago. 

There was one First Lady who deviated somewhat from 
the norm in our recent history and that was Rosalynn Carter. 
Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter were very close before they 
entered the White House. They were certainly well matched 
and partners, in effect, during the four years that they were 
in the White House. But Rosalynn Carter always took a very 
strong interest in the substance of her husband's political life. 
If that 's your interest as First Lady, then the nature of the 
relationship and the nature of what you talk about and how 
you decide to spend your time-literally, how your days are 
spent-will differ enormously than if you arc more like Nancy 
H.eagan, which is to say, less interested in substance and more 
interested in being protective of her husband, as we know her 
to be. 

lwsalynn Carter was interviewed in the White House by 
Rarbara Walters. She was asked questions on policy matters. 
She wu.~ asked about energy, about health, about the political 
situation. You will notice that when Nancy Reagan is inter­
viewed, there's rarely a question directed at her about any 
suustantive policy issues. 

This is not to say that, in the privacy of their own quarters, 
they don't discuss these issues. But I think it's safe to guess, 
from the evidence that we have, that she's not as interested in 
these matters as her predecessor was. Rather, she sees it all 
through a political lens of sorts, that is, how it will politically 
affect the well-being of her husband. 'l'hat should not be 
lightly dismissed, because White House life is political life. 

I think Nancy plays a large role with regard to personnel 
matters, though I don't believe she plays a larger role than 
other First Ladies have-compared, let's say, to Rosalynn 
Curter, which is the most obvious comparison because they've 
hccn the most powerful First Ladies of recent times. Anyone 
who reads the newspapers knows that Nancy Hcagan helps her 
husb,ind make decisions with regard to who should be around 
hi 111, and when somebody lets her husb1rnd down and gets him 
into trouble-we have some recent evidence of so-called sloppy 
staff work-there arc immediately reports that Nancy Reagan 
is furious at this and is doing everything she possibly can to 
make sure it doesn't happen again. 
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If you're going to look at the recent First Ladies, they 
really need to be viewed in their own separate categories. In 
different ways, they all exerted power. 

Jacqueline Kennedy certainly was divorced from the 
political life of her husband. 011 the other hand, she was so 
attractive a figure, such a star in the White House, that her 
uura by osmosis ulmost lent him 1111 aura of sorts. Tu be a media 
celebrity is to exert u kind of political clout, even if that clout 
is only in terms of public relations. 

Lacly Bird Johnson wus for many yeurs-i11 fact, during 
the entire Johnson marri11ge-what I call his trusted and i11-
tlispc11suble junior business partner. She was junior because 
she knew or felt herself to be junior and never claimed to be 
his cquul the way Rosalynn and Jimmy would suy, "We're 
partucrs." 

At the same time, she wus always engaged in his political 
lif,•, i11tlispe11suble to his political life, aml remained so in the 
White House. So her clout during her husband's White House 
tenure derived from various political activities she undertook 
m1 her own. l<'or example, during the 1964 campaign, there was 
the "Lady Bird Special; ' which was one of the first efforts 
by a First Lady to step out 011 her own, to campaign alone, and 
to really become a political figure in her own right. 

She also had her own projects. She had highway 
hcautification and conservation and so forth and so 011. 

Through Lyndon Johnson's dependence on her, through her 
long historical ties to his political career, and through her own 
projects-in at least three ways-she played a political role. 

Pat Nixon's political clout was perhaps less than that of 
any of the other recent First Ladies. Basically, there are two 
ways to be politically powerful in the White House or to have 
some political impact there. One is through your tie to your 
husband, like Nancy Reagan's; and the other is to be such an 
attractive, imposing, or impressive figure in your own right 
that you get media attention and political attention the way 
Jacqueline Kennedy did. Pat Nixon, although she was atten­
tive politically, and played her role capably and well , simply 
didn't have that strong a relationship with her husband. Nor 
was she so attractive, to those interested in political life and 
politica l culture, that she derived any clout from that. So she 
had less of au impact than other l<'irst Ladies. 

Betty Ford is a separate story. The Fords entered the 
White House in a very unusual way. There was no ca111paign. 
Virtually overnight, they were cata1iulted fro111 relntive 
obscurity into the White House. She played a very important 
role in those curly months, making him better known, attract­
inl( 1tttentio11 in her own right. Shortly after they entered the 
White House, she developed breast cancer. She was very open 
11l>out her breast cancer, which other women in public life had 
not b~-cn up to that moment. From that point on, she became 
rut her a loved figure. When he rnn for President, for what 
r,•ully umounted to the first time, in 1976, l>uttons began ap­
pearing: "Betty's Husl>and in the White House" or "Betty for 
President." She really beca111e a very popular l<'irst Lady, and 
in n11111y ways deservedly so. 
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Whut the public expects from a First Lady depends on 
the temper of the times. It's a difficult balancing act 
nowadays because we all live in a very different time with 
regard to women and what women are supposed to do and 
what we expect. 

Nancy Reagan's experience as First Lat.ly is somewhut 
atypical. The more conventional pattern for First Ladies, 
and indeed for presidential families and presidents, is for 
everyone associated with a new administration to have 
something of a honeymoon, and this extends to the Presi­
dent's wife. People are usually withholding judgment. For 
what.ever reason, Nancy Reagan's career as a First Lady has 
been reversed. She wus under much more attack during the 
first year than she has been since, and appears to be in much 
better shape now with regard to her public appearances and 
her appreciation by the public than she was in the beginning. 

The interesting question to ask about Nancy Beagan is 
exactly how she reversed the trend. l think you have to look 
at the three critical factors, the three pieces of the "l<,irst 
1,a.ty Puzzle." One is Nancy herself. She is much more com­
fortable now as First Lady than she was in the beginning. 
She's more relaxed. She's less defensive, less self-protective 
a 111I has simply gotten accustomed to the role in a way she 
was not at the very beginning. Second, there's the trajectory 
of her husband's career. In the very beginning, the Reagans 
were 1111 unknown quantity, Washington outsiders. No one 
knew how this so-called B movie actor from Hollywood would 
fore in the White House. I think the evidence has been that 
he has had in many ways a remarkably successful presidency. 
Aud his 1984 electoral victory is evidence of the fact that 
he is widely admired, liked, respected. People enjoy having 
him in the White House. If you enjoy having a particular 
Pres i,lent in the White House, you are also enjoying hav­
ing the First Lady in the White House. 

Finally, it hus to <lo with the times. The &aguus suc­
ceeded the Carters. ln the beginning, the Carters were much 
admired for their relatively simple style. Jimmy Carter 
would go on camera sitting by the fireplace in a cardigan 
sweater. In the beginning of his administration that was 
regarded as an asset. A little later on, people began to hunger 
for a bit more glamour in the White House. 

When Nancy Beagan first came on the scene, she was 
something of a culture shock. Virtually overnight, we had 
gone from the relatively simple peanut farmer from Georgia 
to a Hollywood couple. And this was perhaps too rapid a 
movcmcut for the American public to take to. It was one 
thing to have too simple a White House. It was another thing 
to have a White House that appeared to us to be run more 
like a monarchy than a democratic republic. So for all three 
reasons-her own comfort with the situation, her husband's 
populurity, an<l the fact that we've now gotten used to and 
rather fond of a more glamorous lifestyle-she's doing so 
much better now than she did in the beginning. 

. 
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'l'hc reason 1', irst Ladies arc such easy targets is that 
they're so exposed. The combination of being out front and 
associated inevitably with the policies, ideology, and attitudes 
of their presidential mate makes them vulnerable on multi­
ple levels. The trick is for them to find a line between seem­
ing to be politically appropriate and yet personally 
supportive. That's not easy, as we've seen, in presidents' wives 
and in candidates' wives. 

Some, like Jacqueline Kennedy and Nancy Reagan, do 
feel a fairly strong need to keep themselves out of the public 
li111elight. Some, like Lady Bird Johnson and Rosalynn 
Carter, however shy they may both have been to begin with­
and there's ample test imony to suggest that they both began 
us very shy ladies-somehow overcame this and became 
public personns. 

If you look at a book such as Lady Bit-d John son's White 
/louse Dia.ry, which is a big, fat tome about her activities 
in the White House, you will see that there was very little 
t i111e in those years that was kept to herself. Whenever she 
had a private minute or two, she almost wrote about it 
apologetically, as if she were indulging herself. Hosalynn 
Carter, too, was a workaholic, and most of that work life was 
political life. 

Nancy Reagan is a more private figure than her 
predecessor, a more 1>rivate figure than Lady Bird Johnson. 
But with the passage of time, we're seeing her increasingly 
eo1111'o1taulc with those moments when she is in public. 

!\lost First Ladies end up taking on the aura of their 
husuands. As much as we would like to say, "Let's look at 
the First Lady in isolation from her presidential mate," I 
lhi11k finally the way history will rememuer them, except 
for the few students of the suuject of First Ladies, is the 
way their husuands are remembered. Successful presidents 
will tend to be accompanied in the mind's eye hy successful 
l<' irst Ladies. The reverse is also true. 

This is not to say that there are no distinctions made. 
Ly11don Johnson is known as a very complicated man. His 
prcside11cy was in some ways very great, in others tragic­
ally fluwcd, while Lady Bird Johnson is almost universally 
admired. 

If Nancy Reagan goes down in history favorauly, as a 
good F'irst Lady, then I think she is good in the ways that 
matter-she is supportive of her husband, she is appropriate 
in puulic. But finally she will ue rememuered in relation­
ship to Ronald Reagan's presidency. 

8he understands it very well, and I think she's extremely 
l111ppy. 
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SHEILA TATE 

r:i/4.member one day when there was 1111 inconsequen­
J ~ial story in the press. A reference attributed 

something happening in the West Wing to her influence. It 
was something she didn't even know about, didn't have any 
idea what they were talking about. She said, "You know, some 
days, I fee l like if it rains, it must be my fault." And l 
rcn1c111ber thinking that she must feel so powerless sometimes 
to control some of these events because if someone wants to 
ult ribute something to you via an u111uimcd sow-ce, what can 
you dot She's not able to defend herself constantly. She was 
deeply upset about it and concerned that there should be 
some way to change it. 

How did she turn it around! She got on au airplane and 
hardly ever came back to the White House. She was on the 
roatl month after month after month. She visited treatment 
centers where she asked kids, "Tull me what happened! Why 
did this happen to yout What could you have doneT" She 
said, "You know, you can't learn unless yon listen." 

She would have been on the road four months earlier 
hatl it not been for the Libyan terrorist threat, which con­
strained us from traveling for a while. So we went out as 
soon in the new year as we could. That first trip heartened 
her so much because she saw kids responding to her. She 
saw thnt, in just visiting one-on-one, she was having an 
impact, nnd she got so immersed in that subject that I think 
she forgot about herself. 

If you don't set an agenda, it is set for you. If Nancy 
Iwagan, in that first year, is meeting privately and it's not 
making an impact on the perception in the media, then, obvi­
ously, we're uot setting our own agenda, even though we're 
doing the work. 

We set our own agenda. And it was visibly done. She 
weut out on the road. She invited the press to come with 
her. She took the camera that you were shining on her and 
turned it around and focused it on a cause-one she could 
do something about. 

We're talking about, probably, a thirty-point rise in the 
f)olls, what Dick Wirthlin calls a thermometer rating. Dick 
ex plained to me that it's very unusual for a known public 
figure to change much on that rating, more than three or 
four poiuts, and hers changed twenty-five, thirty points. I 
thiuk people got a better iden of who she really was, that 
she's an interesting, vulnerable, multi-faceted person who cer­
tnin ly does care about people. 

I <lou't think there's anything she's afraid of. She still 
has very good judgment about herself, what she's good at 
and what she would shy away from and what suits her. She 
has a very keen focus. If some great event presented itself, 
and I went to her and said, "I think you ought to get in­
volved in this, what do you thinkt", she would know what 
questions to ask to assess whether it was right for her. She's 
al ways had thnt good sense. 
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I only wish that Gridiron dinner appearance had been 
televised. It was the most stellar moment of the single events 
burned in my memory. Here were six hundred publishers, 
111ajor political columnists, writers in Washington, who were 
believing what t hey had been writing and reading. They 
thought of her as sort of a brittle, unfeeling person. There 
was a skit about Mrs. lwagan, making fun of her, called 
"Second-II and Clothes.'' All of a sudden, onto the stage comes 
a rack of clothes-Seventh Avenue-and the clothes part and 
this character comes between the clothing and it's Nancy 
Huagan dressed in the most outrageous outfit:-a skirt that 
didn't match, the blouse with the feather boa, a big floppy 
hat, and yellow rain boots, and she takes over and sings the 
~ong that, basically, makes fun of her. She was saying, "I 
did so111e really colorful things last year that you all have 
rihbed me about and I have a sense of humor about it. I 
can put it in perspective." 

When I was sitting there, waiting for her to come on, 
it was the only time I've ever experienced what I'm sure was 
high blood pressure. I had these poundings in the back of 
my head. One publisher sitting next to me looked back at 
the head table and noticed that Nancy &agan wasn't there. 
Il e leaned to another guy and said, "Nancy Reagan isn't 
up there. I'll bet she's ticked." 

She walked on that stage and people were so astonished, 
they just rose from their seats and started screaming. And 
when she sang this song and took this plate that represented 
the china and smashed it on the floor, it didn't break, so they 
screamed for an encore. You could feel the attitude change. 

She stuck her neck out so far to do that. I think what 
got her through it was that she kept it a secret from the Presi­
dent. She had her clothes sent over secretly that afternoon. 
She went over and rehearsed very quietly. It's the only major 
story I know of that never got leaked in advance. Nobody 
knew about it except two or three people at the Gridiron and 
two or three people on the staff. She kept thinking, "I'm 
going to do this. The President's going to fall off his chair." 
And he darn well almost did. I think she got a lot of enjoy-
1111.mt out of that. 

She has a very endearing, gentle sense of humor. When 
we fin;t went to her, the Gridiron people suggested that she 
make fun of the press. She recogni7.ed right away that Nancy 
Reagan can't do that. She said, " I ' ll make fun of myself:' 
And that turned the whole thing around. 

I think a fainter heart would have shriveled up and never 
left the third floor of the White House. But she cared about 
what people thought. She never stopped caring. 

I remember on a recent summer day she had three 
spt!cches in a row to groups like the P.'f.A. and Lions to thank 
them for· helping her on this big project she was involved 
in. It occurred to us as an afterthought, afterward, talking 
011 the plane, that she had addressed in just ten days 
something like fifty thousand people. She was so self­
confident she would walk in there with a couple of cards 
in her hand and get up and speak extemporaneously for fif­
teen or twenty minutes. She had a message. 

She is a woman of substance and deserves to be seen that 
way. 
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LYN NOFZIGER 

Gkspect that Nancy has about as much as she wants 
J to have. Nancy is not Rosalynn Carter. She doesn't 

view herself as the Deputy President. She doesn't want to 
sit in on Cabinet meetings or those sorts of things. But she 
certainly has a strong interest in the things that the Presi­
dent docs. She has an interest in the 1>eople around him, and 
judges them on the ba8is of whether they serve him well. 
But can Nancy get someone firedT I don't think so . . Ronald 
Hcagan 111akes those decisions. Can Nancy get somebody 
hircdf Probnbly nt some levels, nnd maybe at some very high 
levels, but not totnlly. She's not the President, a111..l I don't 
think anybody at the White House thinks she is, nor does 
sht~ There may be s0111e people who are afraid of her, but 
1 ,lon't think that there's a sense of fear in the White House 
ahout Nancy. I've not seen that ever. 

You take the call. Of course, you take the call. But that 
doesn't 111can that you get on the phone and say, "Yes, Mrs. 
Ht\agan. Yes, Mrs. Reagan. Yes, Mrs. Reagan." If you take 
the call, then you listen. She's a very smart woman, aud her 
opinion is worth listening to. 

Ilow much trouble are you in if she's down on yout I 
suspect it depends on who you are. I think you can make 
too much of that. I don't know of anybody, on the White 
House staff, on the governor's staff, who has not continued 
to function if Nancy was upset. The President makes the 
final decisions. And they're not always the decisio11s she 
thinks he ought to 111ake. But certainly her view is taken into 
serious consideration , as it should be. 

ED ROLLINS 

d / /when Mrs. Reagan is concerned about something, 
-YY we know that her concern always relates directly 

to the Presideut. So whe11 she's concerned about something, 
we respond to her, and respond to her very quickly. 

He's an awfully nice man, and I think that she sometimes 
feels that he may be a little taken ad vantage of by either 
his staff or members of the Cabinet or what have you, and 
she certainly wants to make sure that doesn't happen. 

She certainly gets concerned about rhetoric sometimes. 
81w's probahly the one person who's al ways looking out for 
his long-term image. The two of thc111 have made a very heavy 
commitment to spend a significant portion of their life here, 
a1ul I think that she's very concerned ahout his place in 
history. 

There's 110 <1uestion tltcre've hccu certain 111embcrs of the 
Cahiuct she thought were hecomiug ucgativc to the Presi­
dent and she probably weighed in pretty hcnvily on some 
of those. As far as the White House staff itself, I don't know 
of anyoue that she's ever gone out and tried to get fired or 
anyone iu particular that she's tried to get hired. I <lo believe 
that she has expressed opinions. There's been a time or two 
in which I 've made statements that have caused her some 
coI1cern. 
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I <lou't think nnybody ever wants to be in trouble with 
the l<'irst Ludy. She's not a petty or vindictive sort of per­
son, but if she doesn't think that you're particularly com­
petent, you 've got to remember that she's the one who gets 
to talk to him first every morning and last every night. My 
predecessor in this job, Lyn Nofziger, urn! she had good 
periods and bad periods. The First Lady had some concerns 
about some of the things I've said, but certainly has backed 
me fully. 

It's very important as the White House team moves for­
ward with its agcmla that it rcali?.e the wnrning signals when 
l\lrR. Hcugnn is concerned about something. It's a concern 
that either is bothering the President or that better get some 
attention . When my secretary walks in and says, "Mrs. 
1{4.•ag11n's on the line," I certainly take the call very quickly. 
After my heart starts beating again, I certainly listen very 
attentively. 

RICHARD ALLEN 

~ makes her influence felt directly to a circle of inti­
t.J ,;iutes who convey her views on matters. I think that 

this is wholly within bounds for a First Lady. She's a strong­
willed First Lady. I think good presidents are served by 
strong-willed ladies-that is, good assertive presidents who 
know where they're going, know where they've come from. 

She can make her influence felt with a range of actions, 
from a telephone call expressing concern to perhaps mak­
ing a contribution to the solution of a given problem. 

'!'his is not a case in which a strong-willed and very 
capable First Lady is reaching over her husband's shoulder 
to try to control the ship of state. But in questions that she 
has an instinctive feel for, she makes her views known. I think 
that's utterly welco111ed . My wife does it, everyone's wife does 
it. We find as the years accumulate that our wives gather 
more wisdom and their reaction becomes very important to 
us. 

Nancy Heagan obviously hllS high regard for certain 
individuals whose fortunes she would push. It's only natural 
that she should <lo that. I'm su1·e she talks to the President 
about it. I've seen it in pre-White House days when she would 
address hi111 very directly and begin to persuade him and 
then lay out a case. It was always very interesting for me 
to watch that. I was rather amused by it at first, and then 
I began to take it more seriously, not because I thought being 
011 Nancy &agan's good side was important. I don't believe 
om• ought to operate that way, although there arc others who 
may feel that this is an important operating methodology. 
I just went about doing my job as I saw fit. She never hap­
pened to he at cross-purposes with me. Let's say that it's 
infinitely preferable working for President Reagan and hav­
ing Nancy Heagan on your side than having her on the other 
sitle of the street. 

Without making invidious comparisons, I would say that 
Nancy Reagan will rate as one of the best and most 
,,ffoctivc-certninly most influential for a gootl cause-First 
Ladies in modern history. 
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MICHAEL DEAVER 

ou know, you sit over here i11 the West Wing of the 
White House and you start out here at six-thirty 
111 the morning and end up at eight or nine o'clock 

at night, and your entire life is consumed by his schedule 
a1ul the priorities of that day or the priorities of the week 
or the foreign visitors or the legislative schedule or whatever 
it is, a11d you forget that half a block away, you've got a very 
intt•l-(ral part of what makes this man tick. Na11cy is in many 
respects as much a part of what people think about this 
presidency as any 1',irst Lady in a Jong, long time. 

I don't think she spends a Jot of time 011 the issues. Nancy 
would agree with George Shultz and with Ronald Reagan 
11111I with George Bush that it's better to be talking to the 
Soviets than not talking to the Soviets. I think that would 
be her position. And I believe that's a very smart position. 
But it isn't the kind of thing that she would come over here 
11ml ~pc11d a lot of time on. She might have dinner with the 
Shultzcs or with the Bushes, and something like that might 
he discussed, but that's not the kind of thing she'd make a 
big issue of over here in the West Wing of the White House. 

I think she's more confident about going out on trips 
and making speeches. Anybody, once they begin doing that 
sort of thing, develops a confidence. She takes 1111 extra­
ordinary amount of time in the preparation of those remarks. 
There's u lot of peop le about whom you cim suy, "I've got 
to go over to the whatchamujiggers association. Write me 
ten 111i11utes, will youf" And they get it and look at it in the 
ca r 011 the way over. Not Nancy Reagan . She goes over the 
dotting of every i and every crossing of every t and works 
very hard to be sure that that's something that really is her . 
own statement. That's what being a First Lady is all about . 

JAMES ROSEBUSH 

CTr.vou can trust the polls, they say that she is respected 
V ~;;d loved by the American people. In fact, she has a 

rating that indicates she's the most popular First Lady of 
the past seven administrations. 

The people like her. She's certainly comfortable in her 
rol e. I think she sees that there's a job to be done that she 
ca n do, und she's very happy about that. She's pleased she 
can contribute to a major social problem, and she's seeing 
results on that. She's comfortable, and I think the American 
people are comfortable with her, too. 

We know that as a result of the First Ladies coming here 
from seventeen different countries we're getting reports pour­
ing in that these 1',irst Ladies are starting media campaigns 
to nlert young people to the dangers of drug abuse. They' re 
111orc knowledgeable about it. They're working with their 
own governments to step up efforts to cut the production 
of drugs. The conference was very successful. 
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As to those stories that Mrs. Reagan was the "star" of 
that big trip to Europe, I think you have to take the word 
"star" and look at it carefully. Certainly, the President was 
tackling the tough issues, and he showed the kind of leader­
ship that people were looking for from the President of the 
United States. She, on the other hand, had a chance to play 
a staning role with the people of those countries. She had 
a chance to get out and talk with them, and dance the 
fla111enco with them, and show interest in their culture. In 
tlmt sense, she played a starring role, but l think they starred 
in their own individual ways. 

I don't think we've ever faced a situation where we've 
overshadowed the President; we've complemented him. It's 
exciting when she does something important-gets promi­
nent play and people know about it. That's what we want 
to do. We want to communicate those things, but I don't think 
we've ever gotten into a situation where we've ever seriously 
competed with the President. 

This has been the first administration in which the chief 
of staff to the First Lady also works for the President. I've 
had one foot in both wings and both their interests at heart. 

I think it's a first that people in the West Wing are sit­
ting there and saying, "Nancy Reagan is a plus. She's help­
ing the President, politically:• I expect they recognize that, 
so there's a degree of respect that wasn't here in previous 
administrations. Before, it was, "Well, let the East Wing do 
what they think is best. Let the First Lady get involved in 
charitable programs or, you know, garden parties." Which 
is not to denigrate what other First Ladies have done, but 
there's a degree of import.ance here, and I think it's a key 
point. 

RICHARD WIRTHLIN 

r:ZJ ight from the beginning, Nancy Reagan was 
~l_,/ viewed as a dignified, strong, capable woman, but 

the public's perceptions have changed. That is, not only do 
people still articulate those as reasons why they like Nancy 
Reagan, but, in addition, four out of ten Americans say that 
they like Nancy Reagan because of her work with young peo­
ple, the work she's doing fighting drugs, and her sensitivity 
to people. 

1 n 1981 and 1982, she was still viewed favorably, but it 
wasn't as strong a feeling as it is now. About five or six out 
of ten said they were favorably impres.~ed with Nancy 
Reagan. Those first two years in the White House were pretty 
rough ones for the First l,ady. Since that time, she has 
developed a confidence and brought to her public image, if 
you will , a "likeableness" that wasn't there early on. This 
plus her dedication to a cause she feels very, very deeply 
about made Nancy Reagan probably one of the most posi­
tively supported First Ladies in many years. 

I think hers is an unusual case. It's not unusual to see 
someone who has a favorable rating initially have that rating 
erode as time goes on. I can't name a major public figure 
whose job rating or whose positive impressions improved as 
<lrnmatically over two or three years as has Nancy Reagan's. 
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DONNIE RADCLIFFE 

{i;: projected the image of a very well-to-do wo111an 
tJ s~cialite who really had little concern or interest in 

anyone who wasu't a part of her particular social 111ilieu. 
She was so111eone who cared about clothes and furnishings 
and parties and peop le who were her sort . The real person 
didn' t come across at first-that she was concerned about 
t he average person. I'm not saying she wasn't, but it never 
came across. 

She's rid ing very high these clay& She was very successful 
in Europe. She has good press. She makes no mistakes. She's 
vc1·y professional. She's an actress who performs her role well. 
She follows directions and her staff wurkR closely with her. 
I think she's very successful right now. She's at the top. 

1 would like to sec more specifics in her drug-abuse 
message. By that I mean, when she is meeting with people 
from other countries, if she could be more specific about what 
sort of things have been successful here iu her own crusade. 

I think she is too general ; she should be more specific 
ancl say, " We did t his. We had a publisher do comic books 
for us with a message on the dangers of drug abuse. We went 
to t he National Pharmacists and had them start a campaign:' 

Docs she enjoy all the attentionT It would be very dif­
ficult for any human being not to enjoy it. 

WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY 

/,J()'eople didn't go around saying Mrs. Truman was 
...::2./ a disappointment, but Mrs. Truman was a domestic 

in her husband's household. She wanted really no external 
vis.age. Nancy Reagan has a background as au actress, as a 
performer. And it is inconceivable that she would lead so 
inconspicuous a life as Mrs. Truman . On the other hand, 
if her successor were a Mrs. Truman type, I don't think peo­
ple would rnsh forward and say what a disappointment she 
is. They would simply accept the fact that the temperament 
of t.he First Lady dominates the question of how she's going 
to behave. 

You ask, What is her vision of the role of First Lady, 
not our visionT If you accept that distinction, I would say 
Nancy lwagan's vision of the role of 1'' irst Lady is, number 
0111', to do everything her husband wants her to do and, 
n11111bcr t wo, to identi fy herself publicly with the idealism 
and social concern of a chief of state. She simply wants to 
he 11 11 exem plary First Lady. The idea of what constitutes 
11 11 exemplary First Lady is not set in concrete. It depends 
completely on the personality of the individual. 
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NANCY REAGAN 

If 4v meeting with the Pope was one of the most mov­
J ll/ ing, wonderful experiences I've ever had . I've 

lllet with hilll twice before but this was the first time alone. 
What was so special! Being alone. Talking about 

something that concerns me very much and concerns him, 
and hea ring his views on it-am! his comments about what 
I'm doing. 

Yes, he thought what we' re doing is important. You can't 
ask for anything more. How could you not be lllovcd! 

We discussed the seriousness of the drug problem. I 
believe very strongly in the family, getting parents' groups 
11ml families involved. He believes just as strongly that it's 
m•ccssary for these young people who arc trying to work 
their way back-which is a very difficult thing for them to 
<l o-to have some kind of spiritual help, religious help. 

He's such a marvelous man. Number one, a very strong 
mun , but he has a gentleness at the same time. The attempted 
us.~assinations callle very closely together, so I feel a special 
a ffinity with hilll. 

I just hope whatever I say or do can be of help to peo­
ple. It 's special to be here on my own, but on those t erms­
only on those terms. That I can be of help. 

RON REAGAN 

G7:c never sat down and tried to rate First Ladies. 
J I'd suy that, in terms of what she's done for the White 

House, she'd have to be way up there at the top. 'rhe place 
was a mess when she got there, really a mess. It looked, you 
know, real low rent, kind of Holiday Inn-as much as the 
White llouse can look like a Holiday Inn. She's really fixed 
it up. She took a beating because of the china. Well, nobody 
tulked about the fact that they didn't have a whole set of 
china any more. The last pel'son, I think, who actually bought 
u set fol' the White House was Lady Bil'd-maybe it goes 
back to Jackie Kennedy. When they have state dinners there, 
people swipe plates and stuff. Little plates disappear into 
handbags and coat pockets, so they couldn't have a dinner 
anti have a complete setting of china for everybody. She 
thought it was kind of tacky, so she went out and got some 
of her friends to donate the money for it. 

Eleanor Roosevelt is a kind of an icon now. She's really 
" big time." As far as Jackie and Lady Bird go, in terms of 
style, I'd rate my mother with them, sure. If Jackie had come 
when my mother did, when society wasn't quite amenable 
to a sty lish First Lady, she'd have gotten a beating, too. You 
know, my mom can dress with t he best of 'em-even Jackie. 
And she has beautified the White House. There's no ques­
tion about that. 
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MAUREEN REAGAN 

r.l'Jefore they came to Washington, she always had a 
!::f/J good deal of control over their lives, over how they 

speut their time. All of a sudden, she came into a house that 
wasn't hers, trying to make it into the home she wanted it 
to be. She was suddenly giving dinner parties and luncheons 
that she had not been there to plan, that were suddenly thrust 
upon her. I talked to her one day about two weeks after the 
inauguration and I said, " Well , how is it goingt" And she 
said, "Well, it 's okay. I'm giving my fourth luncheon tomor­
row afternoon and they d id n't tell me ti ll twenty minutes 
ago." 

Well, you can't be an expert at givi11g state dinners till 
you 've given two or three of them; but once you have, if you 
leal'II from what goes on, and you learn the mix of people 
and what makes them a good event, a good state event, then 
you say, "Well, good, now I c,m do that, so now I don't have 
to worry about the state dinner that's going to be held in 
April because I know these are the things that work:' In 
other words, you can't be an expert on living in the White 
House until you've lived in the White House for a while. 

Everything she bas done has given her another level of 
con fi<lence. Instead of going back and starting at ".ll' eve1·y 
ti me, slic has gone front "K' to 44 B" to "C" to "D" to "E" 
to ll ~..,,,, until now she's up arouutl H X ," "Y," antl 11 Z." 

'!'he job of the First Lady of the United States is being 
the ultimate corporate wife, and I am not a big fan of the 
whole system that creates this corporate structure in which 
we have these non-paid people on whom we depend to do 
much of the work that goes on. It seems to me that there 
should he a salary for the First Lady of the United States, 
because certainly it's somebody who is on call twenty-four 
hours a day, seven days a week, doing a lot of jobs that most 
of us wouldn't want to do. 

There is a definition of a First Lady. It would be the 
sa me if it was a First Gent leman. There is a job descrip­
t ion . The First Spouse of the United States has the respon­
sibility for the residence of the White House, for the social 
events, fo1· the tours, for all that comes under that particular 
bailiwick. That is a massive corporation to be running, and 
that alone-without the social functions, without looking for 
the thing that you want to use your office to help people 
with, without t he fact that you a lso have a family, and that 
you have brought your own way of life with you to the White 
House- is a massive job. And it's a job that has to be dealt 
with every day. It's something people hnvc to understand­
that houRC doesn't just run by itself. 

The First Lady of the United States is a powerful 
woman. She's obviously got an awful lot of influence over 
what goes on in her domain, which is that house, though I 
don't know how that translates into policy decisions. 

. ,____ 
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If I have i<leas on programs that I '111 going to present, 
as part of what I do, to the chairman of the Republican 
National Committee, I sit and talk to my husband over din­
ner, and I say, 'Tm thinking of doing this," and he says, 
"Well, listen, why don't you take that and go one step fur­
ther, or why don't you back up and move in that direction, 
and if you consoli<late<l this particular plan, you woul<ln't 
use as much effort and you'd get much more progress on 
it," and l get all this refined. Now I take my plan in and 
c,·crybody thinks I'm brilliant, because I've got this other 
brilliant person to come along an<l help me. 

Well, the President doesn't just sit there an<l wait for 
people to bring him things. He has ideas. He sees things 
unfolding. He reads. He gathers i<leas. So he goes into a 
meeting of the economic advisers and he's got an idea about 
something. Well, he's not going to just throw it out there. 
No human being would do that. Ile might sit nt dinner the 
night before and say, "I was reading about this and think­
ing about this and I wns thinking we can move in this <lirec­
tion." And she says, "Well, that's kind of interesting, Yeah, 
that souucls good to me. But wait a minute. What if you did 
such-and-suchT" And so he goes down the next day and it 
all gets into the mix an<l everybody gets into it, so it's not 
lter idea. It's not her influeueing policy, hut it's his sounding­
hoar<l. He has to refine his thinkiug before he goes into the 
mclee and make it all come together. 

But it's like playing telephone when you're a kid . I say 
it lo you, somebody else hears it, aud the next thing you know, 
you have the Na tional Enquirer writing a piece called 
"Nancy Hcagan Creates White House Policy:' She doesn't 
need that. The President doesn't need that. It's not good for 
the political dynamics of the couutry. So she's very uncom­
fortabl e, because she's afraid that people will nut listen to 
what it is iudced that she docs do. 

I did not know Eleanor Roosevelt. Unfortunately, she 
was just a wee tad before my time. The first First Lady that 
I can remember knowing anything about was Bess Truman. 
I've know about Bess Truman and Mamie Eisenhower and 
Jackie Kennedy and Lady Bird Johnson and Pat Nixon and 
Betty Ford anti ltosalynn Carter and Nancy Reagan, That's 
eight. She's the best. 
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NANCY REAGAN 

GZ:"ant more pomp, though I'm not going to criticize 
J a,;y other administration . I think the White House 

and any function that takes place at the White House should 
have a certain sense of dignity about it . I think the public 
wants it. 1 don't believe the public wants n man to just walk 
into the room. They wnnt to know that it's the President. 

Do I like "Hail to the Chief''T Yes. It's traditional. It's 
alwnys been traditional nnd I think it's important to keep 
that tradition up. After all, this is a very special place. I 
keep saying that, but it is. The White House is where all 
of our history emanated from . All of our presidents, 
everything happened right here where we arc. When you look 
out the window at the Washington Monument and the 
Jefferson Memorial, it 's a wonderful feeling. 

1 was unprepared for the condition of the second and 
third floors. I didn't rea lize they hadn't really been tended 
to, maintained. They hadn't been painted in something like 
fifteen or twenty years. The floors hadn't been done. All the 
varnish was peeling off the wooden doors. And this, after 
all, is the White House, which should look right. 

1 do not spend that much money on clothes. I do not buy 
that many clothes. What clothes I buy, I wear forever. My 
husband teases me and says I still have my gym bloomers 
from school. 

It's not true about spending twenty-five thousand dollars 
011 a wardrobe. Now we get back to all the other First Ladies 
who have had the exact same problem. I don't know why it 
always happens siuce it's not true at all. I never paid six­
tcl!n hundred dollars for any kind of a handbag. That's just 
Untl'llC. 

If I were spending that kind of money, I would think 
people would have a right to say, What in the world is she 
doingT But I'm not. I suppose there's a point at which, if 
it's yours and you want to spend it the way you want to, spend 
it, but I just would never spend that kind of money on my 
clothes. They were very wrong about a handbag or whatever. 
Anybody can say anything they w1uit to say and you have 
110 l'CCOUl'SC, really. 

We had a party for my husband's birthday and I wore 
11 d res.~ that l 've had for twelve years. The one I wore to Mrs. 
Thatcher's dinner I've had for fifteen years. 
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LETITIA BALDRIDGE 

{i:! received a lot of flak for buying beautiful clothes 
tJ ~itCJ looking so wonderful. There was so much interest 

in the designers of her clothes, she was made absolutely 
furious and for a while had only one designer, Oleg CaMini, 
do everything just to keep away all the press interest. It used 
to I.Jc that way in all administration_s, a very fashionable First 
Lady. l 'm sure it was true in Dolley Madison's day- the whole 
world could be falling apart but still the questions would 
he coming into the White House, What is she going to wear 
and who made that dress! 

The pul.Jlic would lie very sad and very disappointed if 
our First Lady were dowdy and badly dressed. She does 
represent American fashion. She docs look like a million 
dollars. As a matter of fact, all of our First Ladies have 
looked like a million dollars recently. We've been very lucky, 
and that helps the American fashion industry. 

There was a lot of flak about Mrs. Kennedy's clothes. 
That finally disappeared, as it has with Mrs. Reagan. 

'rhey both share an equal sense of style, an equal ease 
at entertaining, a wonderful sense of rightness. When Mrs. 
Kennedy came into the White House, it was in terrible shape, 
am! she put it into good shape, thanks to the Fine Arts Com­
mittee. Every First Lady thereafter added to the White 
House and made it better and better, as has Mrs. Reagan . 
It's been au evolution of style iu that house-acquisitions 
of beautiful historic items and things of beauty in that house. 
It used to look like a bargain basement on sale day. Now 
it looks great. 

It's fascinating to look at the First Ladies we've had. 
When you look back in history, the ones who emerge are 
Abigail Adams, who was sort of a feminist, and Dolley 
Madison, who WII.S criticized for her beautiful clothes from 
Paris. James Madison was roundly criticized in the press 
for bringing back the Vermeil service of flatware-the forks, 
knives, and spoons that are used at some of the state dinner 
functions. 

What is sad to see is that the great Vermaise flatware 
service is subtracted from every year as White House guests 
pocket forks, knives, and spoons to take home as souvenirs. 
They're taking priceless museum treasures out of the White 
House, but they don't seem to mind. 
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DR. BARBARA KELLERMAN 

d / /hen she first entered the White House, there was 
-YJ/ a tremendous tendency to jump on her for her 

attention to clothes, to china in the White House, to what 
was considered frivolous, trivial, and somehow not worthy 
of the contemporary American woman. Nancy Reagan held 
up with good grace under those ear ly attacks. Women in 
general are dressing up more than they did in the sixties 
and seventies. There is a new attention to manners. '!'here's 
u new attention to propriety. 

Jacqueline Kennedy spent a lot of money. When one 
looks ut First Ladies, one really needs to look at them in 
the context of the entire presidential family and the political 
impact of the presidential family in their day and age. 

RON REAGAN 

If ffost movie people are fairly well off. I think it's 
J /(J/ ~nreasonable to think she's going to go out and 

hung out at truck stops or something. Most of their friends 
are pretty well off. That's just the way it is. 

I don't se·e her a nouveau riche, in terms of sensibilities, 
at least. ln her present position, it's important for her to 
put the presidency and the White House in as good a light 
as she can, and she wants everything to be right. She wants 
everything to be first class. 

MARY JANE WICK 

A fiiicy is a very gracious person, and a person with 
J Y exquisite taste. She always has had that. She's a 

very private person and sometimes can be shy. Her friends 
arc involved in the community and have lived very full lives. 
Nancy looks lovely in whatever she's wearing. She also looks 
marvelous in blue jeans and tennis shoes up at the ranch. 
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WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY 

ai1as been suggested thut the Buckleys and Jerry 
V Zipkin and Brooke Astor represented a kind of New 

York society crowd that she wants to be accepted by. What 
do 1 think of that! Well, I don't think the First Lady has 
difficulty being accepted in any crowd. At a social level, she's 
pretty much at the head of the table wherever she goes. I 
think she gravitates to certain people for reasons obvious, 
some of them eccentric. Jerry Zipkin is a very unusual 
human being and she is devoted to him. Brooke Astor she 
didn't know much before the President was elected . She's 
known us for twenty-five year& So there's a sort of mix there 

The First Lady has no pro_blems of that sort. I suppose 
if she decides that she wanted to be accepted by the fellows 
at All Souls College in Oxford, she'd have certain problems. 
But the kind of life she hus, she has 110 difficulty whatever 
in making out. 

BILL BLASS 

G7:e made clothes for Nancy Reagan for years. There 
V is. something special about the lady in that she 

I iterully cannot look bad in anything. It's ama1.ing because 
she's smull und, in theory, we make clothes for mannequins 
thut are 11uite tall . Yet she can really adapt almost any style 
to her own particular way of wearing clothes. She's an 
extremely easy gal to dress. 

She's also extremely easy to work with because she has 
very definite ideas about what she looks well in and what 
is appropriate to her role as First Lady. That's her total 
awareness of the role she's playing. This a11plies to daytime 
as well as evening. 

I suspect that Mrs. Reagan is not really a trend setter 
in the sense we in fashion relate to it. What she does it adopt 
the best from several designer& She wears clothes for her 
own way of life and for what is becoming to her. She has 
a marvelous awareness of what is appropriate for her as First 
Lady. 

I think Nancy Reagan already has had a tremendous 
impact on fashion in that she has a sureness of taste that 
relates to a great many women across the country. Pretty 
clothes, feminine clothes-she obviously dresses to please the 
President. Therefore, a lot of women follow suit and dress 
to please men. Chauvinistic remark, I know. 

Nancy Reagan also has had an effect on people's ap­
prcciution not only of fashion but of entertaining and run­
ning II house, She takes a vital interest in not just clothes 
but in running a very beautiful house, oue of the most 
beautiful houses in the world, and doiug it superbly. 

How often do I design something for Nancy Reagant 
We send her videos of the shows. Obviously, she can't come 
to t he shows herself and, seasonally, maybe twice a year, we 
plau things that she needs. It's not done on any 1>lanned basis. 
It just depends eutircly on her travel plans, entertainment 
plans, her public plans. We' ll talk on the phone about it. If 
I'm in Washington, I'll go over and lunch with her and we'll 
!I iscuss it then. 
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It certainly isn't at all evident that she's demanding in 
the role we play together a.~ one of her designer& 'rhe special­
occasion dresses that I best remember I made for her are 
the ones she wore to the galas preceding the inaugurations. 
The first time she was in black, which we thought was appro­
priate because she was not going to wear black for any of 
the other ceremonies. The second time she wore red. As you 
know, she loves red. But l'm always amazed. She'll drag out 
a dress that's five or six years old, even older, and wear it. 

She is parti11l, of course, to certain styles and colors. And 
1 think she very wisely chooses red, white, and blnck very 
often. She's amazingly good at color& Strange colors, au odd 
shade of green or something of that sort, she looks well in. 
But. she does rather restrict it to black, white, and red. 

Without really being conscious of it, I must have made 
clothe:; for her under a different label than I have now. Even 
before she was the First Lady of California, she had pur­
chased clothes of mine. I've seen, of course, a great deal of 
concern on her part, not only for her husband lmt for the 
nation, which is perfectly obvious. It's very difficult for me 
to judge whether she seems more assertive or ambitious 
because she has never seemed that way to me and she doesn't 
seem that way now. She's sure of herself, which is a damned 
important thing to be. 

It's always very difficult to make comparisons between 
a 1''irst I,ady and any of the First Ladies who preceded her. 
I suspect that since Mr& Onassis, there has been no one who's 
hnd an impact in fashion as much as Mrs. Reagan. But that's 
hccause she has always dressed well and has always been in­
terested in clothes, just as Mrs. Onassis was, too. 

I suspect quite honestly that the things she's happiest 
in arc the things she wears in Santa Barbara on the ranch. 
Ohviously, jeans and a cotton shirt are her favorite. 

Of course, she enjoys dressing up. But show me a woman 
who doesn't. There are special occasions, special times, when 
any gal wants to look great. She's not an exception. 

I think one of the things that Nancy Reagan has tried 
to emphasize from the first is that the role of First Lady 
docs demand a certain dignity and a certain style, not only 
in dressing but in attitude. She's a master ut that. She's, well, 
representing our nation. Aud for that, I think, bravo for 
looking well. 
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NANCY REAGAN 

J s I look back on it, I'm sure l 'd probably do things 
Jl./ differently. 

Since no money came from the taxpayers, nothing seemed 
wrong to me about redoing the White House. Nothing had 
been done on the third floor in thirty years. There were 
cracks in the walls. It needed painting. It needed 
maintenance. It needed furniture taken out of storage. I'm 
a nester, I like to fix things up. But nothing was being taken 
out of the taxpayers' pocket, so it didn't seem wrong. The 
china was donated to the White House. I didn't buy china. 
The people who donated the china have often thought of it. 
They never got the credit they really were due. 

We've tightened our belts in many ways. Wire not spend­
ing as much money. We're just pulling in. You have to. 

Was the 1982 Gridiron dinner the turning pointT Yes. 
I remember being scared to death. My husband didn't know 
anything about it. We had rehearsed up here without his 
kuowing anything about it. We had two rehearsals, as I 
remember. The outfit was unbelievable. It was every crazy 
thing you could possibly think of, rubber boots, mangy. It 
was something. At the end of the dinner, while the enter­
tainment was going on, I excused myself from the table and 
went backstage to change. I'm sure he must have thought, 
"Where in the world is sheT She's gone for such a long time." 
And when I came out, I was scared. But then it seemed to 
go well, and I thought to myself, "I hope he thinks it's going 
well." 

I'd hoped to blunt all of this stuff that had been said 
that was not me, to put in more in perspective and get peo­
ple back on the right track. They applauded. 

I have opinions of different people. If I feel they're hurt­
ing my husband, or if I feel that they're trying to end-run 
him or use him or whatever, then I'll suy something. 
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I never asked the Carters to move out. I mean, never! 
How would It Never. The only thing that I can think of is 
that we were at dinner, during the inauguration. We started 
l'rom Blair House, as is customary. During the actual swear­
ing in, the White House staff moves the First Family-the 
Carters, in this case-out of the White House and us in. And 
I was saying, "J don't know how they do it. It must be a 
tremendous task to perform in a few hours." Everybody was 
agreeing and I just said that I really don't know how they 
do it. Maybe a good idea would be for us, when we move 
out, to move into Blair House and make it a little bit easier. 

The "tiny little gun" that was written about disappeared 
•111ite a long time ago. I had the tiuy little gun when my 
husband was away a great deal of the time and I was alone. 
I wus advised to have it . 

Am I fudging two years in agct I might. l haven't made 
up 111y mind yet. That's a pretty good answer, isn't itt In 
Hollywood , you were never over twenty-five. At least I pro­
g,·csscd beyoud tweuty-five. 

BETTY FRIEDAN 

Q / nfortunately, I do not think that Nancy Reagan has 
l,(/ done anything to advance the cause of women, 

which is a very pointed fault or bad mark against her, 
rcgurdless of specific politics-Republican, Democrat. 
Women in the last twenty years have made this great 
breakthrough in America. We broke through the femine 
mystique. We said, "We are people." We fought for the per­
sonhood of women, and the control of our own lives, our own 
voice. We demanded and fought for equal opportunity. We 
aren't finished yet, and there's even a backlash against it. 

We were at college together, at Smith. I was editor of 
the paper and literary magazine and she was an actress. She 
had the spirit to go to Broadway, to go to Hollywood. AB 
1 said to her when I went on the press bus at several con­
ventions before she actually became First Lady, "Nancy, you 
arc a Smith person, and how can you not he for equal rights 
for womenT You were one of the career women before it was 
even popular." And she said, "Oh, well , I'm for equal treat-
111c 11t., and so is Ronnie, and I'm for rights, but I'm not for 
the amendment:• 
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Well, that's just specious. When he was elected President 
and she became First Lady, I went up to her at the Gridiron 
dinner and I shook her hand and I said, "Use your power. 
Be a good role model now for women, a1id use your power 
to keep the door open, or open it wide for women." 

It just seems to me that's her obligation as a woman of 
her generation, at this time in history, and she hasn't done 
it. She has not raised her voice. They say she is now one of 
the most powerful influences in the Reagan Administration 
or on the President. Why has she not tried to stop him from 
this war on the right of women to cont1·ol their own bodies 
an,l the safe, legal, medical access to abortionT Why has she 
not tried to stop him when the Reagan Administration has 
given the word that .the laws now on the books 011 sex 
discrimination in employment and education shouldn't be 
en forced, or that affirmative action should now be used to 
restore the su1,re111acy of the white maleT 

She's not a star in the soap opera, she is the First Lady. 
Ami we expect in A111erica that our First Lady somehow em­
body the values of where women are at this time. When you 
think, fifty years ago, of Eleanor Roosevelt, you realize what 
a role rnodel she would still be, even today. Yon think of Betty 
J<ord-who really was gutsy, not only in behalf of equal rights 
for women but very honest on the question of abortion and 
what she would do about her own daughter if there were 
such a need-being brutally honest about her own problems 
with alcoholism and so on . She was a fine role model. 

Breathes there a woman with a soul so dead, an educated 
wo111an in the eighties that cannot identify with this great 
liberation of women to be peoplcT Maybe deep down, she doe& 
l\tnybc that's what this supposed new change in image is all 
ahout. Maybe she just, somehow, has to be a person, and that's 
why she's moving more, being more serious about matters 
like drug abuse. 

I'm not that much of a11 expert 011 the life and personal 
history of N uucy Reagan, but J do recall that her own step­
father was arch-conservative, arch-reactionary, and she might 
have had a reactionary influence on Ronald Reagan 
politically. 

She was a career woman liefore it was fashionable, when 
most of our classmates were in condominiums, making a 
career out of marriage and four children and baking their 
own bread. She went to Hollywood and she went to Broad­
way, but now, as First Lady, she is an anachronism. She is 
somehow not only denying her earlier reality but the real­
ity of American women today-what they want to be and 
what they need to be and what I think they would like 
represented in the First Lady, who should represent the 
highest standards and values for women, Republican and 
Democrat. 

There is an expectation today that a woman can be and 
should be all the person she is capable of being. She wants 
and values the choice to have children. She will be her hus­
band's wife if she chooses to marry. But she will be a per­
son, seriously committed to her own voice in society. We are 
not fiu ished yet in this great massive revolution of women 
to full personhood and full equality. So I say to Nan~y 
Reagan, "Why have you not used your role in the White 
House to give a fuller role model for younger women!" 
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I woul<ln't fuult her if she's not the same kind of feminist 
I am. She <locsn't have to be a car<l-carrying NOW member. 
Nobody would expect that of a Republican woman. But Betty 
Ford, who's a Republican, was courageous and outspoken 
on behalf of the basic move of women to equality. Here, 
Nancy Reagan, whose husband's administration is mounting 
a backlash against women's rights, is not raising her voice 
against it. Have her advisers told her, "Look, American 
women really didn't vote for your husband in numbers"T 

The Madame Chiang Kai-shek role-that's where her 
press has been lately, that she is propping him up or 
manipulating him or controlling him. If that is so, so be it. 
American woman have a great hunger for more power. They 
have been too powerless, and they'll get it whatever way they 
can . If you're lucky enough to be First Lady, you should 
use th1tt role for all it's worth. For good things. 

I remember in the turbulent days of China, it came out 
that Madame Chiang Kai-shek, who was Wellesley-educated, 
I believe, was sort of like a Dragon Lady. She really was pull­
ing the strings, It's coming out that Nancy Reagan is one 
of the most influential people in the ndministration. Well, 
then, in what direction is this influence goingT 

1 don' t think anybody would have criticized Nancy 
Reagan forty years ago for just being a clothes horse, for 
t he china that she is buying, or whether she's wearing the 
clothes of this designer or that designer. Even now, as a 
feminist, I am interested in fashion and I think women are 
still interested in fashion. She can be as fashionable as she 
pleases. But there's got to be something more than that. I 
mean, Eleanor Roosevelt was a giant among women. We don't 
have that kind of image of Mrs. Eisenhower, but that was 
in the fifties when the whole country was pulling back from 
the American adventure. 

L11dy Bird Johnson, there was quite a woman there. 
Juc4ueli11e Kennedy, everybody went ga-ga over her fashion 
aud her decorative style, but there was a mind there that 
brought poetry and art to the White House. I remember 
thinking at the time, if she would only stop using that 
whispery voice. You wanted her to be more. 

Betty Ford was a very iuteresting example of a woman 
who started ont in a very couventional way but lived up to 
the demau<ls un<l the expectation of women. Is there 
something really going to emerge in Nancy Reagan where 
she senses that she could use her power on issues today where 
women's future is in jeopardyT 

DR. BARBARA KELLERMAN 

~ positio11 of the Reagan Administration on women's 
V issues such as abortion and the Equal Rights Amend­

ment has been somewhat hard to determine. They have had 
a house fe minist in that family, but it has not really been 

1aucy, but the President's eldest daughter, Maureen Reagan. 
This has been very carefully done. It was more ar­

ticulated in the '84 campaign that in '80. Nancy Reagan's 
role with regard to equal rights and abortion has been 
relative ly quiescent. Intermittently, she has given slightly 
mixed signals on the subject, but she is a far cry from her 
two predecessors, Betty For<l and Rosalynn Carter, who both 
came out very strongly for the Equal Rights Amendment. 
1 n that sense, if you are a feminist, if you believe in the Equal 
Rights Amendment, you would see the Ren.gun Administra­
tion, and Nancy Reagan in particular, as a step back. 
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NANCY REYNOLDS 

A /it1cy Reagan was eo11sidered a very old-fashioned, 
J Y anachronistic wife in the sixties in California. I 

thiuk a lot of the feminists are now wives and mothers, and 
they may have softened a little. Nancy Reagan hasn't 
changed, basically. But you know, she's always felt that peo­
ple should do what they have to do and she would hope that 
people would respect how she feels. 

Isn't it interesting that so many feminists today are say­
ing, "Look, it's fine if women don't want to work and stay 
home for kids." That's ok11y. But it has t11kcn the fcminists­
allll I'm a feminist-a long time to come around to saying 
there is a lot to be said for women who have no interest in 
a career and who feel that their career is their family and 
their husbands, when they can financially manage to make 
it that full time. 

So l think that it has moved on the other side a little. 
Nancy Heagan hasn't personally changed at all . After all, 
she has two very feminist <laughters and she was like all of 
us with our children during the sixties. We had a lot of con­
frontations and Nancy Reagu11 stuck by her gu11s about how 
she felt about things. I bet if you interview the children, 
you will find that they have mellowed a great deal. 

RICHARD ALLEN 

GZ:ould say that the President has a tendency not to 
J be engaged in staff difficulties and dnstups. And 

hers is not the opposite tendency to get involved, but cer­
tainly she's not reluctant to voice her views. 

I think she addresses the unpleasant tasks, though 
ultimately the decisions are his and he must take the respon­
sibility for them . 

She played no role at all in the political infighting, There 
was a decided campaign to have Haig and me engage. Al 
Haig and I have analyzed this. There wasn't nearly as much 
substance to the fabled Allen-Haig battles as has met the 
eye. There was a very well-orchestrated campaign by col­
leagues in the White House to make it appear that we were 
constantly embattled. 

Al has a steel-spring personality, and I'm not reluctant 
to engage, from time to time, on issues or even on procedures. 
But this was exacerbated deliberately by some individuals 
in the White House. And I think the reflection of that as 
it plnyed in the newspaper came back to Mrs. Reagan. 
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Obviously, she couldn't be happy about discord and 
disharmony in the administration under any circumstances. 
On top of that, we had an administration that was trying 
to devote its exclusive attention to domestic affairs for the 
first year. The Secretary of State, Al, wanted foreign policy 
issues to get a share of attention. I share the President's 
agenda in trying to keep foreign policy- national security-
11ot inconsequential but on a low key, on the back burner. 
And that led to further misunderstandings. Nancy Reagan, 
1 think, was influential, but it wasn't because she came to 
all of the judgments that she made by herself unassisted. 
She didn't do that unaided. 

I think it was very clear at the time, while I was on a 
leave of absence and the canard and innuendo that sur­
rounded my case were being investigated by the Devartment 
of Justice-there were messages that I should resign, and 
111y answer was that I certainly would not resign until I knew 
what t he outcome would be. Until such time, I wouldn't 
address the quest ion of my future- until such time as I was 
cleared, as I knew, inevitably, I would be cleared. 

1'hcn I was repeatedly cleared of these really trumped­
up innuendos and allegations. l gather that, at one point, 
she joined some colleagues in the White House apart from 
those who were defending me and thought it would be best 
if I left. 

But I wouldn't do it. My reputation was at stake, my 
family, my future, my integrity, my character. And until that 
was cleared, there wasn't anything that would cause me to 
leave. 

I have no tangible evidence of her role except what I 
would read in the newspapers. Now, Nancy Reagan was not 
talking to newspapers, but there were those in her circle who 
were. And you couldn't distinguish between them. This is 
part of the problem in Washington, the great anonymous 
source. 

I maintained a cordial relationship with Nancy Reagan 
in the years after my departure from the White House. I 
sec her from time to time, talk to her, and there isn't the 
slightest hint of bitterness or anything else. I happen to sup­
port the President's agenda. l don't sn1>port people, I SUI)· 

port ideas. I think she and the President know that. Perhaps 
that has led to a more understanding relationship between us. 

MICHAEL DEAVER 

A f21e of us really realized the public security or the 
J V media scrutiny that would be put on every little 

thing we did and said. There were some nasty articles. I don't 
think it was really a lot of anti-Nancy personal press in 
California. I don't think there's been that here, really. 

Some of those people basically disagreed with her hus• 
bund'a philosophy. And so they might have used her to get 
back at Ronald Reagan and what his policies revresented. 

Nancy is a very direct person. She is not one who likes 
to sit around and brood about an issue. She'd just as soon 
get it on the table. 
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LYN NOFZIGER 

J II the criticism of her fixiug up the living quartet'S 
J[/ was just outrageous because, one, she d idn't use 

tax money, and two, the living quarters hadn't been fixed 
up in years. The floors, for instance, had not been done since 
Harry Truman's time. To jump on her for that, for the new 
dishes that were contributed by a foundation, it just seem­
ed to me that there were people out there looking to get her. 

STUART SPENCER 

Re w11s, to a degree, insecure, and you could see it. The 
t.J ;.;ed ia could see it, definitely. But I have another 

theory. Ronald Reag11n came in with a mandate. Ronald 
Hcagan was hot property. Ronald Reagan had a lot of suc­
ccs.~cs, and when you look at Washington, you look at the 
system we have here, where you have the government and 
the press and they're in basically adversarial positions. There 
was no way the media could get at Ronald Reagan. He wasn't 
vulne..able; he was very successful. My theory is that the 
111ctl ia decided that every day can't be puff-piece day, and 
a joh was done on Nancy Reagan. She was more vulnerable. 

She wasn't prepared for that sort of thing. She was in 
a state of shock. Being governor of California is a wonder­
ful thing, but it's the minor leagues compared to the presi­
dency of the United States. The capital press in Sacramento 
is not the capital press in Washington. 

RICHARD WIRTHLIN 

Gf ,/ /hen Nancy Reagan first came into the White 
-YY House, there was a spate of stories that highlighted 

her spending. Republicans, whether they're coming to the 
White House in 1980 or 1972 or in the fifties, are always 
viewed as the party of the more wealthy and affluent. 

The press took the china issue and made it symbolic­
this would be a regal presidency. They used Nancy Reagan 
very much as that symbol. When we asked people what they 
liked and disliked about Nancy, her perceived penchant for 
liking expensive surroundings was much more prominent 
than it is today. 

The attack had a chilling effect on Nancy. She tended 
to retreat, to be more defensive, to be more guarded. That 
provided in itself some reinforcement perhaps, at least 
perceptually, for some of the charges that were made. 
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But she's a tough, strong person. She was not at all happy 
or satisfied with the way she was being portrayed. She 
recognized that she could help both the President and a lot 
of other people by taking a more active or a more public 
role on some things that she'd always felt very concerned 
about. 

'l'he perception that she was somewhat snobbish, that she 
was aloof, that she was more interested in putting on a state 
dinner than anything else, that she was pushing for expen­
sive china was much more dominant, and, I think, was clearly 
a Imm rap. But there we1·e reasons, far beyond Nancy 
Heagan, for those impressions to be reinforced. 

Queen Nancy was the image that was being portrayed. 
8hc took the charge of being Queen Nancy and said, "How 
ridiculous." She borrowed a page from the President's book 
nntl used humor to defuse the charges: "I would never be 
unointc<l. It would mess up my hair." She had the ability 
anti the grace under pressure, if you will, to rise above those 
kimls of charges. 

DONNIE RADCLIFFE 

~ttle things that might not have seemed so impor­-v" taut or monumental when he was governor, they 
felt were blown out of proportion. I think there were several 
thinb'B, several ways in which they got off to a bad start. One 
of them, before he even became President, was a flurry over 
the choice of her press secretary. Mrs. Reagan also made some 
unthinking remarks about having a gun at her bedside table. 
There were reports that the Reagans wanted the Carters out 
of the White House so that they could do the redecorating. 
Whether or not any of that was true, it started them off on 
the wrong foot. 

The problem was that people felt that Mrs. Reagan was 
not concerned about what the problems of the clay were, the 
economic hardships of certain groups in this country. For 
a lavish decorating program to be undertaken almost imme­
diately after the Reagans entered the White House seemed 
so frivolous. I don't think their friends helped them very 
much. 

There's a popular view that there has to be a lightning 
rod for Ronald. Sorry. I know that's a popular view and I 
think it really isn't an accurate one. l think she generated 
those stories and those opinions by her own actions and her 
own attitudes. 

Honald Reagan did come in as an extremely popular 
man . He came in to establishment Washington and im-
111cd iately was acceptable, something Jimmy Carter was not. 
But in Nancy Reagan's ease, I don't really understand the 
thinking that hll8 her_ taking the flak for things that couldn't 
be said about him. It just doesn't make any sense. 
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BONITA GRANVILLE WRATHER 

GA!tiuk the criticism of her lifestyle is erroneous. She's 
U ;h,•ays been a lacly who is well clressecl, has grace and 

style, ancl she brings that to the White House. Ancl that's 
wry important. After all, we have all the other countries 
in the world looking at us. 

LETITIA BALDRIDGE 

~ was the governor's wife. I've watchecl people who 
tJ lt~ve been very big fishes in the small poncls that are 

the ir home towns cleal with the press. There's nothing like 
the White House. Everythiug changes. Every single move-
111cnt you make, every flick of an eyelash, is scrutinized. It 
is t he classic goldfish bowl. I remember in the Keunedy years, 
Mrs. Kennecly usecl to devise every route possible to get out 
of t he White House grounds without being seen by the press 
and the public. 

SHEILA TATE 

G7t"""was the day ketchup was declared a vegetable for 
J school lunch programs that the White House china 

story broke. I haven't thought the same of ketchup since. 

MAUREEN REAGAN 

GTve always tolcl her that if she was married to 
U anybody in the world but Ronald Reagan, she would 

not be against the Equal Rights Amendment. Nancy 
Hcynolds and I told her that years ago, back in the seven­
ties. You have to understand. Here's a woman in this par­
ticular relationship who has had all of the freedom that you 
cun have to make all of the choices. I just feel that if she 
had not had that kincl of freeclom, perhaps she would be out 
on the street matching with the rest of us. 

What do I say to the Betty Friedans ancl other feminists 
who criticizeT I suggest t hat they go back ancl rcacl their own 
books. 
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NANCY REAGAN 

r.'7lrug abuse is a very serious problem-among the 
~~outh, among the working people. It's the most 

democratic problem that I know of. It crosses all lines. There 
are no social, economic, political, or color lines. It crosses 
everything. 

I feel very strongly about marijuana. I think it's a good 
1lcal more harmful than most children realize. I've been to 
Day Top Village in New York a few times, which is doing 
a wonderful job. All those young people in there started on 
marijuana. I asked them if they were for the legalization 
of marijuana. Every one of them said no, which is interesting. 
I didn't really expect them to say no. 

When it first started out in the sixties, this was all a 
brand-new thing, and a frightening thing. Nobody knew 
quite how to handle it, and they were embarrassed. They 
thought their child was the only child on drugs. And some 
of them were too busy with their own lives and didn't get 
involved with their children's lives. They weren't wise enough 
to notice the little tell-tale signs. As we've progressed more 
into the seventies and eighties, we're more aware. Parents are 
more aware, more scared, as well they should be. 

You can't be pessimistic about anything. You always have 
to be optimistic that you can solve something, anything in 
life. I think the fact that these parents' groups have sprung 
up voluntarily, all over, is a great sign that parents are get­
ting involved , are becoming more knowledgeable. They're 
not only becoming more knowledgeable, but it brings their 
families closer together. There's been a tendency for families 
to split apart. Now they're pulling together. 

The drug program can sustain it.self. It hasn't been cut 
off from all funds. It has funds, but the most important thing 
is that parents and corporations, business people, all become 
involved, all know what's happening to the people who are 
working for them, or their children, and do something about 
it . 

Am I really committed to this issuef Of course I am. 
Because it's so dangerous. Because we do stand a chance of 
losing a whole generation to drugs. It's a very, very dangerous 
problem we're all facing. 
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It's not just our country that has this problem. On almost 
every state visit at the White House I will have coffee with 
other First Ladies and they always bring up the drug pro­
blc111. At first I thought, maybe, it was just because they 
knew I was interested in the drug situation, but then it 
became obvious that they were aware that this was happen­
ing in their own countries. They wanted to know. They were 
asking for ad vice. So that was the next logical step. If you 
could catch it right at the beginning, then, maybe, you could 
,lo a lot of good. 

I hope I made them aware of the whole global aspect 
of this and gave them some suggestions and idea& We've been 
at it longer than many have and I hope I was able to help. 

Nobody wanted me to do it, the drug issue. I guess they 
thought it was kind of a downer. It's not a cheery subject. 
But I think I've brought it to a level of nwareness that wasn't 
there before. I hope 111ore people arc aware of how bad the 
<lrug problem is and how widespread it is and how dangerous 
it is. I don't see as many cotncdians, now, making jokes about 
it, t.h1111k goodness. It's not a funny thing. I sec 111orc pro­
gra111s on television about it, hear more people cotning for­
ward und talking about what it's done to their lives, to their 
relationships, to their jobs. 

It's 111y understanding that there was no money cut. 
There wus money given to the states in block grants, but 
11w11ey was not cut. That's number one. Number two, I don't 
hclicvc with any problem thut money is the whole answer. 
Money doesn't buy love or affection or attention or involve­
mcnt, all those things that have to be there. Only people pro­
vide those things, and, particularly, parents. 

BARBARA KELLERMAN 

G7t:s a volunteer work of a particular kind. It tends 
V t~ full into categories that, for lack of a better word, 

I woultl describe as being of a feminine nature. They have 
to ,to with health. They huvc to do with beautification. They 
have to do with young children. They're the kintls of sup­
portive, nurturing, prettifying tasks antl roles that have, 
historically, been associated with the woman's role in this 
purticulnr culture. 
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Nancy Heagan's interest originally was in the Foster 
Oramlparents' program. It's now in drug abuse. H.osulynn 
Uurter, who wa~ interested in hard policy, still made it a point 
to become involved with mental health. Lady Bird Johnson 
wus very involved with highway beautification. Jacqueline 
Kennedy redid the White House. These tend very much to 
be the same kinds of roles, women's roles more than anything 
else. It's not just a question of voluntccrism. 

On the issue of the relationship with and the support 
of their husbands, the nature of that support really differs 
enortnously from First Lady to First Lady, and the nature 
of thut support depends on nothing as much as their rela­
tionship to the President. 

~' irst Ladies in general have not been strikingly suc­
cessful in lobbying for their cause& I have to be careful when 
I say that because, in many ways, they have drawn atten­
tion to their causes, and attention breeds success in u way 
that could never happen unless they had focused their at­
tm1tion on these particular issues. 

By the same token, when people look back on First 
Ladies, they don't particularly associate them with their 
causes uny longer. Perhaps Lady Bird Johnson and her 
henutification, conservation, and wildflowers is an exception 
to this. My prediction is that unless Nancy Reagan becomes 
much bolder in her approach to her very genuine interest 
in drug abuse, and docs more for it, she will not finally be 
rcmctnbcred for that. She will be remembered for her tie 
to her husband. 

DONNIE RADCLIFFE 

uTt..vas a serious effort on the part of her aides because 
V they felt that it was necessary for her to have a 

significant and meaningful project. And I do believe that 
she has had a longstanding interest in drug abuse. But I 
think it sort of grew without them realizing how successful 
it was going to become. 

I don't believe she had her project well defined when 
she first came to the White House, because she was talking 
more about Foster Graudpnrcnts than she was about drug 
abuse. By the time a year had gone by, though, it became 
upparent that there had to be something more startling, more 
signif icant, for her to be involved in, and her aides realized 
that it could well be accomplished through a project on drug 
alrnse. 
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SHEILA TATE 

Re sits there and those big eyes focus on a kid and 
V tl;e kid finds himself telling his whole life story to her, 

and they both sit there and cry, but when she leaves, the kid 
can say, "You know, here's someone so important, and she 
cares about me?' And that's the feeling they got from that. 
That started building. She would go to prevention programs 
where she'd learn what the problems were that they were spot­
ting in five-, six-, seven-year-old kids-basically self-esteem 
problems-and how they were dealing with it. And she was 
taking that camera, that media spotlight, and turning it 
around and focusing it on the issue, which is something she 
cared about. 

That's another thing I can't emphasi1,e enough. Her staff 
didn't want her involved in that issue. We dragged our feet. 
We looked for alternative programs. We said, "This is 
depressing. How will she make an impactT" So we came up 
with some upbeat things, things she could affiliate with, and 
she'd say, "This is nice, but drug abuse is important and I 
want to get involved in fighting it. When's our next meeting 
with so-and-sot" 

She kept putting in back on course during that whole 
first year, and the smart thing was, she recognized that if 
she was going to spend four or eight years involved in an 
issue, it was going to be something she cared about. 

MARY JANE WICK 

Re•s always had a great concern about drug abuse in 
V ~he world, not just in this country. And she feels 

what's happened is a great tragedy. She hlill comp!l.8Sion for 
individuals, great compassion. 

Imagine how terrible it is to be older in life and feel 
you still have something to give but you have nobody to give 
it to. Aud to be able to share that with somebody young and 
also have the young person be helped at the same time. It's 
really a wonderful program that started during the time her 
husband was governor of California. 

She opened the eyes of peop le all over the world to the 
drug abuse of young people, because they are the future of 
our country and many lives have been ruined. I'm so proud 
of her. I really am. 

MICHAEL DEAVER 

f II I can tell you is that I can remember coming 
Jl/ back here on nn airplane with Nancy Reagan dur­

ing the transition period and I said, "Have you ever thought 
about what you're going to do back heref" And she said, 
"Yeah, I've always wanted to get into the whole teenage drug­
abuse problem:• It was not a last-minute thing. It was not 
an attempt to simply recoup her popu larity ratings. It was 
something she felt very strongly about and still feels very 
strongly about. All you have to do is go to one of those 
conferences. 

PRESERVATION CQPt 




