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October 4, 1984

Mr. James A. Baker, III
Chief of Staff and

Assistant to the President
Executive Office of the President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Jim:

In anticipation of a second Reagan Administration,
I am forwarding the attached request to you in hopes
that you will get it to the right person when the
Inaugural Committee is formed. I strongly urge you to
help get an invitation to the "Parsons' Mounted Cavalry"
to participate in the Inaugural Parade. I think they
would be splendid representatives of Texas and the Nation.

Thanks for your help. With warm regards,

Sincerely,

J Towe

Enclosure



A.M.C. TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY . ..

PARSONS’ MOUNTED CAVALRY
DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY SCIENCE '
COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 77841-3220  Woi S5p o oy 7

i T LG
21 September 1984 )
The Honorable

John G. Tower
142 Russell Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Tower,

I am taking the liberty of writing to ask your assistance with a project
that my organization is working on. Although there would be no particular rea-
son for you to remember me, I met you ten years ago while my father was working
in the Army Senate Liaison Office, OCLL.

I am currently assigned as a ROTC instructor at Texas A&M University in
College Station. As a part of my duties I instruct military riding to the
cadet cavalry troop, "Parsons' Mounted Cavalry." The unit has existed since
1973 and represents the University, Corps of Cadets and the state of Texas in
ceremonies and parades. We are composed of approximately 45-50 cadets organized
into a cavalry troop and a horse drawn field artillery half section. The half
section is composed of a horse drawn 3 inch field gun and Timber. The gun was
used at A&M during the 1920s and 1930s to train cadets. Enclosed is a short
information paper on the "Cavalry" with more details.

The troop is also a corporate member of the United States Horse Cavalry
Association of which President Reagan is a Honorary Chairman for the Board
of Trustees. It is in this regard that we wish to ask your assistance. Since
we are members of the USHCA we feel that it would have special significance to
the President if we were invited to the Inaugural Parade in January, 1985. We
have already made initial contact with the Republican party representatives who
might be involved with the invitations but have been told to wait until November.
In order that we secure a chance to receive an invitation I am hoping that you
might be able to speak to whomever is responsible for the representatives from
Texas and recommend us to them.

Our operating budget is very smali and we depend upon donations in oraer
to attend many of the functions to which we are invited. In order to prepare
by January we must begin our planning and budgeting as soon as possible. We
have begun preliminary work for our attendance in case we are able to attend
but will not commit ourselves to any final plans until the invitation is con-
firmed.

Thank you for your time and effort.
Respectfully,

CEZ;3244;;>'££2%;aﬁ@aﬁaﬁif/’

EDWIN L. KENNEDY, Jr

Captain, Infantry

Military Advisor
enclosures

tlo



PARSONS' MOUNTED CAVALRY

Organized in 1972 and fielded in 1973, Parsons' Mounted Cavalry is the

only remaining college level ROTC horse cavalry unit in the United States.
The troop was formed in order to assist in recruiting, representation of
Texas A8M University, and in the demonstration of the discipline and bearing
for which the cadets at Texas A& have been known since 1876. Parsons’
Mounted Cavalry is named after the Commandant of Cadets who first authorized
the reconstitution of the cavalry troop. The troop represents the old horse
services of the US Army which were a part of Texas AZM from 1919 until 1943
when the horses in the Army were removed from cavalry and artillery service.
The unit adas a great deal of color and pageantry to ceremonies and assists
in the maintenance of tradition at Texas A&W where the Corps of Cadets are
known as the "Founders of Traditions and the Keepers of the Spirit."

The horse unit is formed into two distinct parts; the cavalry troop and
the horse drawn artillery half section. The cavalry troop consists of
a headquarters and two mounted platoons. The artillery half section is

composed of a limber, field qun, crew, chief of section and a horse team.

The members of the troop wear the uniforms of the horse mounted units in 1930.
The “"undress™ uniform consists of the campaign hat, dark green officers' shirt,
pinks riding breeches and brown dress boots for the senior cadets. The juniors

wear the mounted leggings made of canvas and leather.

Membership of the unit is restricted to juniors and seniors who display a
requisite interest in military riding. The troop is largely self supporting
with the cadets paying dues to keep up their horses and equipment. Donations
from generous benefactors assist in purchasing special equipment and paying
for trins. The troop makes annual trips to San Antonip, Ft Worth, Dallas,
Houston and New Orleans to participate in parades and ceremonies.

The field aréil]ery half section is an integral part of the "Cavalry” and uses
a lodel 1902, 3 inch field qun found buried on the University's land. The gun
was used during the 1820s and 1930s to train artillery cadets and has been com-
pletely rebuilt. Tnhe gun fires salutes at ceremonies and upon the team scoring

at home football games.

The cadets and their horses continue to provide a proud reminder of the
mounted services and traditions that were once a major part of the Army

end Tzxas RaMs









THE COUNSELLOR TO THE PRESIDENT

11 December 1984

Mr. Emery Davis

President

Meyer Davis' Music

119 West 57th Street

New York, New York 10019

Dear Mr., Davis:

Thank you for your recent letter
requesting that your orchestra be
scheduled to perform at one of the
President's Inaugural Balls.

I have forwarded a copy of your letter

to Michael K. Deaver, General Chairman

of the Inaugural Committee, and you may be
sure that your request will be given every
consideration.

Your thoughtfulness in bringing this
matter to my attention is appreciated, and
you have my best wishes.

Sincerely,
EDWIN MEESE IIT
Counsellor to the President



g

.. Bk DAVIS® AUSIC 2701

ORCHESTRAS BXITRAORDINARY

{19 WEST 57™ STREET
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10019
EMERY DAVIS, PRESIDENT (212) 247-6161

Cctober 3G, 1984

fir. Edwin feese

Councellor to The President
The White House

Uashington, D.C. 20500

Dear lir. Meese:

I would like to ask your aid in securing 2 spot for my
Orchestra at President Reagan's next Inaugural Ball,

We played for The Ambassarcr's Call at The Shoreham on
September 11lth and w2 will be back in Washington to
play for The fimerican Ballet Theatre at The Hayf lower
on Oecember 17th.

My father played for his first Inaugural Ball for Presi-
dent Harding and The fieyer Davis Crchestra played for
every Inavgural up until the election of President
Reacar..

We den't want to miss this one.

I would appreciate ary boost that you cam give us,

EQ:md
Erc.

“A Tradition Without Equal”



Conductor Emery Davis at the Meridian House fund-raising ball.

Beloved dance band
of the presidents

By Lisa McCormack
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

tis hard to watch a grown man

cry, especially when he is the

leader of a famous orchestra

that has made so many so
happy.

“There isn’t an event in America,
practically, that we haven’t played
for, either me or my father. Being
invited back is the important thing.
When you’re not invited back, big
tears fall down,” said 61-year-old
Emery Davis as he sat in National
Airport wearing atan linen suitand
a constant smile.

As conductor of the Meyer Davis
Orchestra, Mr. Davis does not often
need a hankie. Founded by his
father, Meyer, in 1913, MDOQ'is the
oldest continuing dance orchestra
in the country, and has performed
at every presidential inauguration
since Warren Harding.

Except Ronald Reagan’s.

In town to soothe the savage (and
diplomatic and political and soci-
etal) breast at Friday’s Meridian
House's annual fund-raising ball,
Mr. Davis spoke of past inaugural
balls, including Mr. Reagan’s.

At John F. Kennedy’s inaugural
ball his orchestra played opposite
Count Basie’s on a revolving stage
at the Armory crowded with 14,000
guests. -

) “Many people lost their compan-
lons during the night. From mid-
night on, I was busy announcing
where the lost spouses could be
found,” chuckled Mr. Davis.

As minority leader of the Senate,

the late Everett Dirksen of Illinois:

was feeling pretty perky at Richard
Nixon’s 1969 inaugural ball. “He
came over to the bandstand to greet
guests from his state and I asked
h;m if T could play something for
him. ‘Oh, about 10 minutes, he told

. me,” recalled Mr. Davis.

But at Jimmy Carter’s inaugura-

tion “a terrible thing happened.”

Sharing the stage at the Mayflower
with another orchestra, the MDO
received instructions that when
President Carter entered the ball-
room, “A Ncw Kid In Town™ was to
be played. Both orchestras then

were handed written music to the
relatively new pop song.

“The song’s music is written in
staffs, but only the notes appceared
on the paper. The copier machine
didn’t pick up the staffs on my copy,
so the music was absolutely use-
less. I just held my breath that the
other orchestra was playing when
he got in.” They were.

Sometimes Mr. Davis will con-
duct two of his orchestras in two
cities in one night. This calls for
tight scheduling and unusual
arrangements. One such night he
had his trombonist, a licensed pilot,
fly him in a four-passenger planc to
the sccond engagement. The trom-
bonist, who also would perform that
night, changed into a tuxedo while
flying the plane on automatic pilot.
“Fine pilot; fine trombonist,” said
Mr. Davis.

Photo by Richard Kozak The hmgton T unes

| The Washington Times

'TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16_, 1984

Although scheduling can be a
nuisance — Mr. Davis and his
orchestraonce showed up atadebu-
tante ball a year early — there are
sometimes physical dangers out
there in music territory. Dangers
like the possibility of being killed at
the wedding of John and Jacqueline
Kennedy.

It was the young bride’s idea to
have the Davis orchestra, which
alsoplayed at her debut, performon
a float in the middle of a swimming
pool on her mother’s estate. “What
with all the amplifiers, we could
have been electrocuted. We were
quite carefulin putting those things
towards the middle of the float,”
recalled Mr. Davis.

And President Reagan’s inaugu-
ral?

It featured “out of town"” bands
imported from California, who, Mr.
Davis explained with a sniff, “did
not know what to do when Reagan
entered. So, instead of breaking
into ‘Ruffles and Flourishes' or
‘Hail To The Chief’ when the pres-
ident came in, they just continued
to play what they were playing.”

Should Mr. Reagan be re-elected,
Mr. Davis does not want this to hap-
pen again and, naturally enough, he
wants to be there to make sure it
does not.

Besides, who wants to see a
grown man cry?













November 13, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTW

SUBJECT: Reguest to Swear In the
President For His Second Term

Emily Brown, a Justice of the Peace from Pembroke, Mass-
achusetts, has volunteered to administer the ocath of office
to the President at his second inauguration. Ms. Brown
suggests letting an average citizen administer the oath
would be a "grand gesture." No doubt, but I suspect the
President would just as soon have the oath administered by
the Chief Justice, pursuant to established custom. There is
no legal requirement that the Chief Justice administer the
oath. Indeed, there is no need for anyone to administer the
oath at all. The Constitution merely requires that the
President-elect take the prescribed oath before entering on
the execution of his office. Art. II, § 1, cl. 7. Theoreti-
cally the President could take the oath by himself.

In any event, it does not appear that a Massachusetts
justice of the peace would be authorized to administer the
oath outside of Massachusetts. Under 5 U.S.C. § 2903(c), an
oath required under the laws of the United States may be
administered by the Vice President or "an individual
authorized by local law to administer ocaths in the State,
District, or territory or possession of the United States
where the oath is administered." I think it sufficient in
the reply to Ms. Brown, however, to note that the President
will adhere to tradition and have the Chief Justice
administer the oath.

Attachment



























E.JOSEPH HILLINGS

Vice President,Washington Affairs

November 8, 1984

—

. s )
21@380
The Honorable Edwin Meese, II1

Counselor to the President

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ed:

We at Fluor share in your joy over the President's
landslide victory, and look forward to another four
years of working with you toward the the continued
econonic growth of our country.

We also look forward to the upcoming inauguration in
January as an event which will reaffirm the bond bet-
ween the American people and '"our'" President. Both

Ev Southwick and Betty Hudson, my colleagues here at
Fluor, have expressed a keen interest in participating
in the inaugural committee, in whatever capacity they
would be most useful.

I would appreciate your advising me how they should
proceed to become involved in the inaugural activities.

Thank you, Ed, for your past considearation and
assistance. We all wish you continued success.

Sinceré?y,
!

~.

E. Joseph L_.llings

1627 "K"'STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006
TELEPHONE: (202) 955-9308










.T W. KASTEN, JR. A
WISCONSIN NI

Wlnifed Hlafes Denafe

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

January 2, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

You will recall when we were in Milwaukee together on
November 3rd, you had an opportunity to hear Lief Backus
sing "God Bless America." He did an excellent job and his
friends in the Milwaukee area have suggested that he might
be an appropriate person to sing at one of the Inaugural
events. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Backus who
reside at 7221 North Lombardy Road, Fox Point, WI 53217
(301-768-4945).

I certainly hope that those planning the events will
have an opportunity to take advantage ii;zis great great

talent.
Respectfully,
o

Robert W. Kasten, Jr.

RWK/gw
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wsFT UNIT —

February 4 1985

Date
Pan
Letter #
Mrs. Shattuck
Dear .
the poem which you composed in honor of
Fill-in:

my Inauguration and sent through Congressman Mike DeWlne.

T truly appreciate the support and patriotism conveyed

in your work.

With my gratitude for your prayerful sentiments,

and with best wishes in your career goals,
Special Instructions:

Enclosure(s) ¢

cc? Conaressman Mike DeWine

cc: B. Oglesby

Referral:

Tnitialg: RR:CMF:JEH:AVH %)k
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;90“52 of Reprtgtﬂtatibeg (614) 387-5300
®lashington, B.E. 20515

January 8, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President

The United States of America
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

My constituent, Mrs. Beverly Shattuck fram Xenia, Ohio, has written
a poem in commeration of the 50th President Inauguration. Mrs. Shattuck
asked me to send it to you. I know you will find her words inspiring.

Very respectfully yours,
MIKE DeWINE

Member of Congress



January 2, 1985

Dear Mr, President,

Encloged is a poem entitled, INAUGURATION, which I have
written egpecially for you and your upcoming Inauguration
Day. I trust you will find it refreshing and straight from
my heart.

As a new writer, I have plans to publish my first book
of Gospel Poetry some time this next year.

May the Lord bless you as you enter this next four-year
term.

Sincerely,
4 S
Lcttity doulluck

g
Beverly Shattuck

Beverly Shattuck (Mrs.)
193 California Street
Xenia, Ohio 45385



INAUGURATION

This Holy Book in simple form,
Was left to lead us on.

This Holy Book in simple form,
Your hand now rests upon.

Today you'll take the sacred pledge,
To lead your country on,

Today you'll take the sacred pledge,
Our freedom rests upon,

There are no token appreciations,

No gifts, or fancy threads

To keep us safe from foreign powers—
It takes a strong President!

We know you'll fight in word and deed,

To keep this country safe.

We know you'll treasure right from wrong,
And will not bring disgrace,

So, with each word you vow today,
Remember our legacy,

And the battles fought to keep it so.
God bless our ancestry!

Beverly Shattuck
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NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE MIKE DEWINE

SUBJECT FORWARDS LETTER AND POEM TO THE PRESIDENT
FROM BEVERLY SHATTUCK, XENIA, OHIO
COMMEMORATING THE 50TH INAUGURAL

ACTION DISPOSITION
ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED
OFFICE/AGENCY  (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD
- - - £
B OGLESBY ORG 85/01/10 [77_@_55_75/3{/_{_7 SY e
L( //}/Q& REFERRAL NOTE: P e L ’
n_Jiiiie I TR & ALV Y00 M__1
REFERRAL NOTE: ¥ > 8 L
_ Y Y A [/
REFERRAL NOTE: __
o L Y Y /! _
REFERRAL NOTE : T ~
e /1 _ o /
REFERRAL NOTE:
COMMENTS o
ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 1240
_ MAIL USER CODES: (A) (B) (C)

khkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkdkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkhkhhkkhhkhkkhhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkhkkkkhkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkxkk

*ACTION CODES: *DISPOSITION CODES: *OUTGOING *
* * * CORRESPONDENCE - *
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED *TYPE RESP=INITIALS *
*C~COMMENT /RECOM *B~-NON-SPEC~REFERRAL * OF SIGNER *
*D~DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED * CODE = A *
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S~SUSPENDED *COMPLETED = DATE OF *
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* * OUTGOING *
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * * *
*S~FOR-SIGNATURE * * *
*X-INTERIM REPLY * * *
R R R R R R R R I 2 X"

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE
(ROOM 75,0EOB) EXT. 2590

KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS
MANAGEMENT .









o R ] Jé .? g ..7’;?’
= /77 )
7TH DISTRICT

COMMITTEES:
7 JUDICIARY OHIO
ot SUBCOMMITTEES: WASHINGTON OFFICE:

1407 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BLDG.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-4324

CIVIL AND CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS
. COURTS, CIVIL LIBERITIES, AND THE
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i CRIMINAL JUSTICE . , DISTRICT OFFICES:
ROOM 220 POST OFFICE
SELECT COMMITTEE ﬁ[[[bae[ %Bwtne 150 N. LIMESTONE STREET
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Al Congress of the Enited States

HEALTH AND LONG-TERM CARE
MARION, OHIO 43302

House of Representatibes 1614) 3875300
®@ashington, B.LE. 20515

January 8, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President

The United States of America
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

My constituent, Mrs. Beverly Shattuck from Xenia, Ohio, has written
a poem in commeration of the 50th President Inauguration. Mrs. Shattuck
asked me to send it to you. I know you will find her words inspiring.

Very respectfully yours,

MIKE DeWINE
Member of Congress



January 2, 1985

Dear Mr, President,

Enclosed is a poem entitled, INAUGURATION, which I have
written especially for you and your upcoming Inauguration
Day. I trust you will find it refreshing and straight from
my heart.

As a new writer, I have plans to publish my first book
of Gospel Poetry some time thig next year,

May the Lord bless you as you enter this next four-year
term.

Sincerely,

Vs P ‘/ o "
Loetrney- cimilloche
Beverly/Shattuck

Beverly Shattuck (Mrs.)
193 California Street
Xenia, Ohio 45385



INAUGURATION

This Holy Book in simple form,
Was left to lead us on.

This Holy Book in simple form,
Your hand now rests upon,

Today vou'll take the sacred pledge,
To lead your country on,

Today you'll take the sacred pledge,
Our freedom rests upon,

There are no token appreciations,

No gifts, or fancy threads

To keep us safe from foreign powers—
It takes a strong President!

We know you'll fight in word and deed,
To keep this country safe,

We know you'll treasure right from wrong,
And will not bring disgrace.

So, with each word you vow today,
Remember our legacy,

And the battles fought to keep it so.
God bless our ancestry!

Beverly Shattuck


















'Léﬁfer from ITucille Hilston.
February 18, 1985. Page 2.

Will you also please be so kind as to advise me as to the name or names
of the appropriate White House officials that you forwarded my cassette
tape to, in order that I may send them a follow up letbter, with respect
to them forwarding my cassette to6 President Reagan, personally,

My first attempt to try to get "America! We're on the Mend!", to the
President was a letbter directed o the President of the United States
of America, dated February 23, 198%, almost two years ago, I enclosed
a copy of the song, plus a lyric sheet.

In spite of all the letters have written, and letters written on my
behalf, I appear to be no closer to my aspirations, to date.

I repeat - "America! We're on the Mend!" was inspired by the President's
phrase "America! We're on the Mend!", used at the conclusion of his
State of the Union address, on Tuesday, January 25, 1983, and my song
was written as a tribute to him and America,

I look forward to a favorable reply at your earliest convenience.

Thank you for any effort made on my behalf,

Sincerely.

Lucille Hilston.
American, senior citizen.

csCe ~ The Honorable
Congressman Jack Kemp,
Mr, W, Dennis Thomas
Deputy Assistant to the President.

Enclosed - Newspaper story-
"Reagan talk spurs Ont, woman to compose, share another tune".












*LETTER PROCESSING INFORMATION

Letter.......: CV.850102.4
Name......... : Mrs. Lucille Hilston
Letter Type..: WH

Signature....: AH

ENV/LBL......: ENV

Number Pages.: 1
Number Copies: 1

Reviewer..... : DE

Review Date..: 850103

Print Date...: January 4, 1985
Notes

cc Margaret Tutwiler w/copy of incoming, file and tape
CC Congressman Kemp
. ~¢c Dennis Thomas

*~-REFG2-%*
ccl .. ... ..., Referral:



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 4, 1985

Dear Mrs. Hilston:

Congressman Jack Kemp has kindly forwarded your cassette
tape and letter to the White House regarding the upcoming
Presidential Inaugural. Your interest in writing is truly
appreciated.

I have taken the liberty of forwarding your message and

enclosure to the appropriate White House officials for their
consideration.

With the President's best wishes,

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant tTo the President
and Director of Correspondence

Mrs. Lucille Hilston
6602 Dunn Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario
Canada L2G 2R1



December 13, 1984

et

PN

MEMORANDUM FOR ANNE

FROM: DENNIS TH

Congressman Jack Kemp (R-N.Y.) has forwarded to us
a tape of a song written by one of his constituents.
They have also enclosed backup information on the
composer, Lucille Hilston. Mrs. Hilston would like
to have her tape reviewed for possible inclusion of
her music in the Inaugural celebration.

We would appreciate a copy of your response for both
the Congressman and our office, attention Dennis Thomas.



, ,words of President Ronald Reagan’s
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What's news

LOCAL:

Haunted house at mall |
" “More people will be able to sample a 4
popularpf.gSalle Halloween h'adlxt’;lon,
the Salvation Army Haunted House,
because it'll be playing at the Rainbow -
Centre Shopping Mall Oct. 28 and 28, -
Al empty second-floor store next tg.:
Beir's wiﬁ house the haunting created
‘and staffed by the Salvation Army’s
youth center. Page 3A 4 '
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Presidential songwriter
-~ Lucille Hilston, 65, of Nia Falls,
Ont., was so moved by closing

State of the Union message that she put
them to music. “I only heard the con-
clusion of the State of the Union mes-
sage — ‘America, we're on the mend,"”
said Mrs. Hilston, a U.S. citizen who
has lived in Canada for 55 years. “1 :
went straight to the kitchen and wrote

;,he song.” Page 3A

{ucille Hilston at the piano
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Reagan talk spurs Ont. woman

G v
t .

Final edition/25 cents

to compose, share another tune

By ALICE E. GERARD
Niagara Gazette

NIAGARA FALLS, ONT. — Lucille
Hilston, 65, of Dunn Street was so moved by
the closing words of President Ronald Rea-
gan’s State of the Union message that she
put them to music. :

“I only heard the conclusion of the State

- of the Union message — ‘America; we're on

the mend,’”’ said Mrs. Hilston, a U.S. citizen
who has lived in Canada for 55 years. “I
went straight to the kitchen and wrote the
song." ’

And not only did this energetic woman
write the song, she traveled in mid-August
to the Republican National Convention in
Dallas to work as a convention volunteer
and to share her music and enthusiasm with
Reagan’s supporters.

“I went to the First United Methodist
Church in Garland . ’
Mrs. dilston said.

- Although “America, We’re on the Mend”
was not given a public performance in Dal-
las, she has had more than 100 public perfor-
mances of music she has composed for the
past 29 years. None of the music she has
written has been published, although a song
she wrote for the disabled in 1981, “Hand in
Hand,” will be published next year.

Her daughter, Sue Hilston, 30, said, “Her
(Mrs. Hilston’s) music has been part of our
lives since we were growing up. We've been
supportive of her. She really inspires us.”” In

addition to Sue, Mrs. Hilston has four other
daughters and a son, ranging in age from 27
to 45. She also has seven grandchildren.

Other music Mrs. Hilston has written in-
clude a tone poem, “Onghiara,” which had
its first public performance in 1962 and is a
musical depiction of the Niagara River, she
said.

“Onghiara” is the Indian name for “Niag-
ara,” she explained. She hopes to use this
music as the background to either a ballet
or a Walt Disney-type movie. The story will
be based on an Indian legend of a maiden
who is sent over Niagara Falls in a canoe as
a sacrifice, she said.

In addition to writing music, Mrs. Hilston
is a volunteer with the Women’s Hospital
Auxiliary of the Greater Niagara General
Hospital; is an elder and secretary of the
worship committee at Lundy’s Lane United
Church; and helps out with sports including
slo-pitch softball, street hockey and volley-
ball. '

Mrs. Hilston was born in Detroit, the
daughter of the late George Frederick Mey-
ers, who had been a resident of North Tona-
wanda, and the late Bertha May (Henry)
Meyers, formerly of Duart, Ont.

She moved to Canada with her family at
the age of 10 when her father died and to
Niagara Falls in 1949 with her husband, the
late Tom Brownlee Hilston.
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Melodic

City council got off to a
rare melodic start Mon-
- day with the playing of a
patriotic American tune
..— composed by, a Dunn
Street resident — which is
on its way to President
Ronald Reagan’s ears. ,
. Lucille Hilston, 65,

played a.tape of
‘America, we’re on the
Mend' last night, a tune
taped in St. “Catharines
and played on the air-,
waives last month in
Dallas during the four-
day Republican National
Convention.

Mayor Bill Smeaton
paid tribute to Hilston, a
U.S. citizen who has lived
1 in Canada 55 years and in

- 'Niagara Falls the 1ast35,

She {ravelied to Dallas
i in August to work as a
~ convention volunteer and
to share her music and -
enthusiasm with Reagan -
supporters; .

*‘She’s been a good am-
bassador for Canada and .
‘Niagara - Falls,” said
Smeaton at council.

Hilston has been com-
posing music for about 29
years. She was inspired to
write ‘America, We’re on
the Mend’ after hearing
Reagan’s State of the
Union message. /9§ 3

She told council last
night she has been
. assured by the White
House, in writing, that the
. song will be given to the -
President.

":“I hope-he does get it
and writes me,”” she said.












