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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

July 21, 1981

Ms. -Asia Bennett

Executive Secretary

American Friends Service Committee
1501 Cherry Street

Philadelphia, PA 19102

Dear Ms. Bennett:

The White House has asked me to reply to your mailgrams of
June 2 and June 16 regarding the U.S. government's policy on
providine food aid to Vietnam.

As you may know, Public Law 480 generally authorizes the
provision of U.S. food assistance worldwide, and the terms
of that statute prohibit the United States from providing
assistance to Vietnam. Specifically, Section 411 of P.L.
480 disallows the sale of any agricultural commodities under
Title I or II or their donation under Title II to Vietnam.

Additionally, the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended,
may serve as a basis for providing food aid abroad. This
legislation, "however, prohibits the provision of United

States Government assistance to Communist countries, expressly
including Vietnam. Although the law contains waivers or
exceptions to this statutory prohibition (and such exceptions
cover disaster assistance), it is unclear whether such waivers
Oor exceptions would permit assistance to Vietnam, since Section
12 of the Department of State Appropriations Act of 1973
disallows assistance of any kind, directly or indirectly, to
or on behalf of Vietnam.

In addition to these legal constraints, we believe that as a
general rule it would be inappropriate to provide assistance to
Vietnam at a time when it is squandering its own resources to
maintain its forcible occupation of Kampuchea, in violation of
the United Nations Charter and two resolutions of the UN General
Assembly.

The U.S. government is prepared, however, to issue export licenses
to private organizations which wish:. to send to Vietnam small
quantities of humanitarian assistance, under conditions that

the donors take all possible measures to ensure that the aid
reaches the intended recipients. In line with this policy, the
State Department reconsidered the Mennonites' application

to send wheat flour to Vietnam, which as you pointed out was
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initially denied. On the basis of information the Mennonites
gave to the State Department on June 12 concerning the specific
institutions in Vietnam that would receive and monitor the dis-
tribution of the wheat, the Department of State recommended to
the Commerce Department that the license be approved.

I hope this letter responds to the concerns you raised. Should
you wish to discuss this matter further, Mr. Desaix Anderson of
my office would be pleased to hear from you. Mr. Anderson can
be reached by telephone at (202) 632-3132.

Sincerely,

John D. Negroponte
Deputy Assistant Secretary for
East Asian and Pacific Affairs
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
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DECEMBER 16, 1981

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION RENT™CTED:
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ID:

SUBJECT:

052379
TELEGRAM, DATED DECEMBER 10, 1981
PRESIDENT REAGAN

DR. NGUYENTONHOAN

PRESIDENT

COMMITTEE AGAINST DEPORTATION OF
NATIONALIST VIETNAMESE TO SIBERIA
288 CASTRO STREET

MT. VIEW CA XXX

REQUESTS THE PRESIDENT HALT THE ABOMINABLE
COMMUNIST RETRIBUTION AGAINST THE OPPOSITION
TO A TOTAL COMMUNIST SUBJUGATION OF VIETNAM

8136815

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE

UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 62, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY

DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE












DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

December 31, 1981

Dr. Nguyen Ton Hoan

President, Committee Against Deportation
of Nationalist Vietnamese to Siberia

288 Castro Street

Mt. View, California

Dear Dr. Hoan:

The White House has asked me to reply to your telegram of
December 16 concerning alleged deportation of former South
Vietnamese military and civilian personnel to Siberia

We are aware that the Vietnamese government has sent to the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe thousands of "guest workers."
Some estimates range up to 50,000 workers. We have recently
received several allegations that former Government of Vietnam
employees imprisoned in "reeducation camps" have been sent to
Eastern Europe as laborers, but we do not have any conclusive
information to prove those claims.

As you are aware, the United States does not have diplomatic
relations with Vietnam and therefore our ability to influence
the actions of the Vietnamese Government is extremely limited.
In international fora, we have frequently condemned the Viet-
namese authorities' serious violations of their citizens'

human rights, and you may be assured that we will continue to
publicize and denounce future violations.

Nonetheless, we would be very interested in receiving any in-
formation which you have on this subject. Please feel free
to write directly to me. You can be assured that we will re-
spect any need for confidentiality which you may deem
necessary.

Sincerely,

I.. Desaix Anderson
Director, Office of Vietnam,
Laos and Kampuchea
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Novemben 23, 1981

M, Richand V. Allen
Assistant to the President
gor National Securnity Affairns
The White House

Washington D.C.

Dean Mn, AlLen:

I am glad to send you our foint statement's conclusion
testigied befone the U.S. Conghess's sub-Committee on Asian and
Paaific Afgains on the U.S policy towarnd Indochina aftern the
Vietnamese invasion of Cambodia.

We have determined that the Vietnamese Communist 4is an
Anteghol and organic body o4 the Soviet's global strategy o4
hegemony. The West, especially the U.S. A.- the heart of the
free world - theregonre should suppont the resistance movements
fighting against the Communist negime in Indochina.

We do know that the American's owninlon L5 not yet ready
to accept this Lidea, 40 we can use more Viefnamese defectons
who recently escaped from Communists Zo convinece the Leftwing
who SELLLL underestimates the Soviet danger and Lts ambitions.

I am wniting a book on the Vietnamese dissidents who
fust Legt the Vietnamese Communist., And 1 fjust know that the
son o4 the actingPresident o Vietnam, Nguyen Huw Tho, has
just escaped from Vietnam a few months ago. 1T 4s really a
Lronde stony.

Thank you very much.

Sincenely yourns,

Doan Van Toal

Slectocr dee Lovne : Lo Gooling Vistnamiors Editions Robort Logfort

Dadansnue A« PRDCSDENTIVEC tainarvs mes me



JOINT STATEMENT

of
TRUONG NHU TANG & DOAN VAN TOATI
on
U.S5 POLICY TOWARD VIETNAM

Qomumittee on Foreign Affaivs

As we see it, there are three policies that the United States
can pursue with regard to Soviet and Vietnamese expansionism in
Indo Chinaz

1) Capitulation. The U.S. can accept the Vietnamese
invasion of Kampuchea as a reality, recognize the Heng Sarimregime
in Cambodia, normalize relations with Vietnam, resume trade with the
Communists and give them aid. But there would be no end to capitula-
tion. Logically, the U.S. would be forced to recognize the Balrak
regime in Afghanistan as well as any other governments set up by
the Soviets or one of their clients when they invade a foreign
country. This is the conseption of living in peace with the Soviets
which Mr. Elliott, who testified along with us at the hearing, seems
to endorse. It is also the wish of the Communists, who have urged
the world to accept their fait-accomplis and to consider that the
gains of EBommunism are irreversible.

2) Carrot and Stick. This is the policy of the pfesent U.S.
administration. For the stick, the U.S. supports the Asean nations
and gives them economic and military aid to keep them strong enough
to contain Hanoi on the border of Kampuchea-Thailand. For the carrot,
the U.S. offers the prospect of normalizing relations with Hanoi and
providing aid if the Communists withdraw their troups from Kampuchea,
lessen their dependence on the Soviet Union and accept the U.N.

proposal for free elections in Cambodia under international supervision.
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3) Rollback. The U.S. can attempt to overthrow the Communist
regimes in Indo China by helping the resistence movements. So far,
the Reagan administration has made a decision to support only the
resistence movement in Afghanistan. It hesitates to take similar
action in Cambodia, and it seems to be completely reluctant to help
the opposition in Vietnam. Not many people in the West believe
that a genuine resistence exists in Vietnam, much less that it
could succeed in overthrowing the Communist regime.

Of the three possible policies, the first one means the total
surrender of the U.S. and the non-Communist bloc. The second seems
reasonable because it would cost very little in material terms and
the U.S. would be seen in a positive light. The third policy would
be considered very hawkish and costly. The people of the United
States and Westerners in general are still reacting against the
Vietnam War; they do not want to get involved in a similar conflict
again. But in order to choose the right policy, one must know the
nature of the Vietnamese Communists and the objectives of the Soviets.
These are quite apparent, though we are reluctant to face up to
them or to risk a confrontation. ‘

The Soviet Communists, like their Vietnamese proxies, have
~ constantly instructed their people and their cadres that "our
revolution is to fulfill our internationalist duty". Their
invasions, they dectare, will determine whether Communists triumph
over non-Communists in the present era. While they consider the
rest of the world as an enemy to be subdued or destroyed, we in the
West always express our willingness to live in peace with them. In
a football game, the team that is always on the defensive is sure to

be defeated. At the hearing, Douglas Pike warned that the bears -
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the Vietnamese Communists - will bite if they are fed. But these

bears will bite whether they are fed or not. The objective oOf
Moscow and Hanoi is to impose Marxism~Leninism throughout the world
under the leadership of the Soviets. We assure you that a policy
of concession will fail to withdraw Hanoi's troups from Kampuchea.
We would like to remind you that during the Vietnam War, an
argument very similar to Mr. Elliott's was made. If only the U.S.
would get out of Vietnam and recognize the hegemony of the Communists,
peace and prosperity would be restored. But as soon as the U.S.
gave up the fight and withdrew from Vietnam, the Communists reacted
more brutally than ever. They took over the whole country and
imposed a totalitarian regime. Then they occupied Laos and invaded
Cambodia.

But some people, like Mr. Elliott, never seem to learn. He
argued at the hearing that "The more you turn the screws on the
Vietnamese Communists, the stronger position the Soviets ére in...the
more isolated the Vietnamese are, the more the Soviets enjoy a
correspondingly greater level of influence with the Vietnamese."

How greater can it be? We have confirmed that Communist Vietnam
has become an integral and organic part of the Soviet Union and is
fulfilling its role as part of Soviet global strategy. Only a show
of strength and determination on the part of the West will cause the
Communists to modify or give up their ambitions of hegemony. They
will continue to advance as long as the West wants to try to turn
them into good friends ahd fears confronting them in any way. While

the Communists know they cannot defeat the West by a direct war,

they are willing to be patient and devour their enemies a bite at
a time. Moreover, they invariably portray their agEession as heroic

acts of revolution, liberation, national independence, peace, etc.
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We cannot expect any change in this aggressive policy even if
there is a shift in leadership in Hanoi. As long as the Communist
Party remains in control with its present structure, it will con-
tinue its policy of conquest.

We favor the third policy outlined above with the following
conditions:

a) The U.S. should not pursue a go-it-alone policy but act
in concert with its allies in Southeast Asia to form an overall
strategy to combat the Communist advance.

b) The U.S., should strengthen its ties with its most important
ally in the area; namely, China. Everyﬁhing should be done to
continue to separate China from the Soviet bloc and to turn it into
a reliable friend.

c) The U.S., in combination with China, Japan and Asean,
should help the resistence movements in Indo China since they have
shown a firm determination to fight and count on support from the
outside, The U.S. should send weapms and econgmic aid but not
of course, troaps or advisors. One of its first objectives should
be to set up a radio broadcasting station to provide the Vietnamese
people with accurate news and encouragement. This time,. the U.S.
will be supporting a genuine peoples®' movement. Unlike the
earlier war when the people were divided and soﬁe thought Communism
was the proper solution, today they are all united against an oppressive
regime.

There is an additional advantage to confronting the Communists

in Indo China. They might then be sufficiently tied down to be
unable to support revolution in other parts of the world such as

Africa or South America. They would run into increasing resistence

in Afghanistan and perhaps in other countries they now control.
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The growing costs bf these resistence movements might force the
Soviets to divert funds from nuclear weapons and thus relieve
the U.S. and its allies of some of thei/rdéfense burden. In this
way, the policy of containment can be converted into one of
rollback. Until this happens, the balance of power, especially
in southeast Asia, will continue to favor the Soviets - the most

brutal, dangerous imperialists in the world.

Additiwenal Statement of Doan Van Toai

Concerning the U.S.-Sino relationship, I would l1like to add
this analysis:

China has split with the Soviet Union because it believes
that its national interestsare endangered and because it has
modified its ideology. While the Soyiets still embrace Marxism-
Leninism, it seems to me that the present Chinese leadership is
moving away from Communist theory and inclining toward Western
value systems, though there is still a long way to go. I think
that U.S. aid and friendship can encourgge this trend. As I stated
earlier, aid and friendship do no good if the Communist regime is
not determined to change. But in the case of China, we have seen
signs of such determination. Eventually, it could becéme a power-
ful ally of the U.S. and, togethef with the Asean nations, proﬁide
peace and stability in the area, in which the Indo China peninsula
would bé come a neutral zone. On the other hand, if the U.S. fails
to increase its ties with China, there is always the possibility
that another leadership might seize control and revert to its
alliance with the Soviets - a dangerous prospect for Asia. By
moving closer to China, the U.S. will accomplish two objectives:
stopping Soviet expansion and hastening the end of Communism in

China./



MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 4413

ACTION ' July 24, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR JANET COLSON
-

FROM: smM izrey P

SUBJECT: Mr. Doan Van Toai

As advised in my memo to Dick Allen of April 14 (package
attached at Tab III), I do not believe we should encourage
any further correspondence with Mr. Toai. I have therefore
written to him on behalf of Ed Meese and Dick Allen, with
the hope that this will be the end of ocur exchange.

RECOMMENDATION: That my letter to Mr. Toal be dispatched
and that further correspondence from him be sent to the
State Department for dir?ct reply.

Approve j lg: : Disapprove

| \ ,\\f\ﬁp\

Attachments y
Tab I Lilley ltr to Toai
II Toali ltrs of July 4th

III Previous correspondence
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

JuLy Y-1982

Dear Mr. Young:

I have received your inquiry of April 28 enclosing a letter
from Mr. James R. Carder to the President concerning travel to
Vietnanm.

There are no restrictions on travel of U.S. citizens to
Vietnam. However, we discourage travel there because we do not
have an Embassy in Vietnam and cannot provide the usual
consular services. Persons who wish to travel to Vietnam must
make their own arrangements for visas from the Vietmnamese
Government. There are commercial flights to Vietnam;
information on them should be available from any travel agent
who has the official airline guide. The enclosed travel
advisory notice on Vietnam provides further information which
Mr. Carder may find helpful.

Mr. Carder's letter indicates that he wishes to travel to
Vietnam to be reunited with his wife. He may be unaware of the
Orderly Departure Program for legal emigration from Vietnam to
the United States. If Mr, Carder wishes to explore the
possibility of bringing his wife to the United States, he
should contact one of the voluntary agencies participating in
the resettlement of Indochinese refugees. A list of the
national offices of these voluntary agencies is enclosed.

With cordial regards,

Sincerely,

Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary for
Congressional Relations

Enclosures:

l. Correspondence Returned.
2. Travel Advisory.
3. List of Voluntary Agencies.

The Honorable

Don Young,
House of Representatives.



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

JUNE 2, 1982

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 075774
MEDIA: LETTER, DATED APRIL 28, 1982
TO: MAX FRIEDERSDORF

FROM: THE HONORABLE DON YOUNG
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON DC 20515

SUBJECT: ENCLOSES COPY LETTER FROM JAMES R. CARDER
CONCERNING THE U. S, GOVERNMENT'S DELAY TO
NORMALIZE RELATIONS WITH VIETNAM

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL —- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LTIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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19 April 1982
Haines, Alaska 99827

President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Prezident Reagan,

I am intending to call the White House today to speak with someone who is
close to you - or to yourself, if possible. I know you are a very busy man but I
have a problem that has continued on and on for ten years and it demands immediate
attention by the highest levels of our government. To make it quick, I have outlined
five gquestions and one final statement. I ask you or one of your assisgtants to sit
down and answer these guestions sincerely. I am not happy with the decision that I
may be forced to make. I am hoping that you might have something encouraging to tell
TiCs

Question #1. Why is the U.S. Government delaying "Normalization of Relations" with
Vietnam if it has been of ficially determined by the U.S. Defense De-
partment that there are no longer any MIA's left alive in Vietnam?

iestion #2. Are you aware of my case?

Juestion #3. If yes - Why haven't you given it more attention?

Question #,. If no - I suggest the President have his intelligence advisors inform
hime. I am a member of the Republican National Committee in Washington,
D.C. and a member of the United States Defense Committee located in
Fairfax, Virginia. Lte. General Daniel O. Graham was the chief U.S,
Military Intelligence Officer in Saigon when I was there and he should
be aware of my case. Has he contacted you? I have written him.

Juestion #5. If something is not done immediately to normalize relations with Vietnam
so persons like myself who are finding themselves in similar circumstances
can go conveniently to Vietnam to be with wives and families - then I
will be compelled to seek political asylum in Canada or to some other
country which has diplomatic relations with Vietnam and "humanitarian"
assistance to get back with my wife., Is this what the U.S. Government
wants?

Final Statement: I have definate serious medical problems and otherwise will be given
no other alternative but to take whatever acticn necessary to reunite
myself with my wife. I

U

(Over)



o (2) .19 April 1982

Sincerely,

(7

" !
3& 3 - & \g‘

#" James R. Carder

James R. Carder/Lam thi Dan

I feel that because of the technical resources this country

has available to it, specifically in the area of communications,
that there is no further excuse for the government of this country
to inhibit my passage to Vietnam by refusing to normalize relations
with that country.

I want the President to know that it hurts me deeply to have to
rmake such a radical decision that could potentially alienate myself
from my country. I had put extreme confidence in your bid for the
Presidency in lieu of our relations with Vietnam during the Carter
Administration. I believe that in 1980 the Vietnamese felt the

same way. I am feeling more and more disappointed everyday.

Please do something to give me more faith in the American system
and our leaders sense-of-justice.

My wife and I would like to try to have another child and I can't
bring myself to go thru with an operation I need before my wife
and I are given a decent opportunity to be together again.

I am beginning to wonder whether there is any decency left in the
worlde.

Iy emotional problems concerning this matter is that I have a strong
sense of loyalty both to my country and my wife in Vietnam. I am
stricken by a sense of moral obligation to both.

If T could be somehow sent back to Vietnam in the service of my
country, I would feel indebted to my country for your graciousnesse.
If I am forced to face those communists again on my own, it is going
to be one of the saddest experiences of my life. I have always been
a fighter and would not compromise my sensibilities without a
struggle. However, I would be forced to do whatever necessary to
survive as my wife has been forced to do since 1975.

Please respond to my letter as soon as possibles I have already
written to the Canadian Immigration Centre in Whitehorse, Y.T.
about immigration and humanitarian assistance. I am not happy about
ite

£ “) F,
Y

/ /  Republican National Committee
(_//// United States Defense Committee
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enclosed. I know that the President of the United States
can not read everything written to him by ordinary
citizens, but I hope this extraordinary letter, A Letter
from VietNam, reaches your desk. I know that almost

nothing can be done, but I wanted to share this letter with
yOU.

With sincerest regards,

faru G Sei

Kathleen A, Fitch



Box 3AS / Las Cruces, New Mexico 88003 (505) 646-361
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January 28, 19382

Alumni Association

Kathy Fitch

c/o L. H. Fitch

Box 1568 .
Grants, New Mexico 87020

Dear Ms. Fitch:

A few weeks ago we received in the Alumni Association Office a letter
in Vietnamese. All we could make of it was the mention of your name.
I had the letter tramslated and then edited the translation to
idiomatic English.

I am forwarding to you a copy of our translation. I believe you may
be an acquaintance of Mr. Tuan and that you would be interested in his
fate. I also would like your permission to publish.this letter with
your name in it, or instructions if we should delete your name, if you
choose.

The form we will use to get Mr. Tuan's story out remains unknown, but
we will not take any action until we hear from you.

Your assistance in this matter is appreciated.
Sincerely,

wEry.

William F. Bellais
Associate Director

Enclosure



Vinh Long

November 11, 1981

Dear Alumni Association:

I am sorry to write this letter in the Vietnamese language, my English
vocabﬁlary is limited, so I can't write what I want to say in your
language. ‘

I received a letter from Alumni Association for Mr. Tuan, I am his
younger brother. My family and I regret and we are disturbed that my .
brother, Mr. Tuan, was not at home when the letter arrivéd. I want tc
thank the Alumni Asscociation for that letter. If Tuan were hoﬁe, he
also would be sad and regret more than anybody in the house that he
would be unable to respond. Tuan is now in jail. . He tried to escape
from Vietnam, and was captured in the attempt. This was his eighth
attempt. Before he tried to leave Vietnam he had to work very hard to
earn more money and he sold most of his household belongings. His
hope to escape Vietnam did not come to fruitiom. A man in jail under
communist regime suifers greatly; no food to eat, no water to take a
shower, no place to sleep. The Communists do mot even allow the
relatives to bring food in tc feed him. In one prison there are only
four square meter for 46 people who all eat, defecate, and sleep

together. These prisoners cannot even move; maybe you won't believe

what I write, but it is true.
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A person in prison is put to hard work in the day time, every day of
the week. Prisoners are given 10 minutes to shower with three liters
of water.

My wife end I were caught the same time Mr. Tuan was captured. After
we were in jail a few weeks my wife and I were so sick that they had
to release us. )

Families in which one or more of its members worked for the Republic
of Viétnam Government before the Communist came, or were working for
U.5. goverument before are treated badly by the Vietnamese Communisfs
(V.C.). Former army officers are put in reeducation prison forever,
and the sons or daughters of those families cannot go to high school, -
or get a government job. The good jobs are from the high school up
are only for the people who were V.C. That's why most Vietnamese
people wants to leave the country and are willing to do so even in the

face of danger. Ninety percent of the people who try to escape die or

are captured; only ten percent can get through safely.

Kathy Fitch said to Tuan one time that: "You have got to stay in the

1

USA, and don't go back Vietnam." But Tuan did not heed her warning.
A iong time ago, I wrote to Kathy Fitch, to exchange postage stamps.

Her address is Box A24, Grants, NM 87020. But I didn't receive a

reply from her.

Tuan is now a forced laborer on an island 10 kilometers from the main
land in the delta area. Each month the VC allow Tuan's family to
bring food, clothes, and medicines to meet only one-quarter of his

needs. If we



want to see him on a visit, we have to register in advance. Once Mr.
Tuan's wife tock supplies to her husband by small boat which had no
engine, and had to be paddled by hand. The boat was over loaded with
people, and the boat sank in the river. She was very lucky to

survive; half c¢f the people on boat drowned.

I don't know why so many people like the communist party. For me, a
communist never had a heart in his body; a communist never had a sense
ef humanity. They have brought us z sirange pewcce. 1 stand with U.S.

President Reagan. He is always careful when he talks to the communist

countries, especially Vietnam.

I write this letter to you so that you will understand my brother,
Tuan's situation. I hope he will be released soon and he will write
you about his 1life in prison under communist regime. My wish for you

is to be happy.

Sincerely,

P.S. I hope you get this letter.

. [ U





