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We believe no response 1s necessa~y ~~~ :ne 
reason cited below. 

~ . aul Brem:r.--;f-
/ Executive Secretary 
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~ ' 
Was hington, D.C. 20520 

July 21, 1981 

Ms. Asia Bennett 
Executive Secretary 
American Friends Service Committee 
1501 Cherry Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

Dear Ms . Bennett: 

The White House has asked me to reply to your mailgrams of 
June 2 and June 16 regarding the U.S. government's policy on 
providing food aid to Vietnam. 

As you may know , Public Law 480 generally authorizes the 
provision of U.S . food assistance worldwide, and the terms 
of that statute prohibit the United States from providing 
assistance to Vietnam. Specifically, Section 411 of P.L. 
480 disallows the sale of any agricultural commodities under 
Title I or II or their donation under Title II to Vietnam. 

Additionally , the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, 
may serve as a basis for providing food aid abroad. This 
legislation , -- however, prohibits the provision of United 
States Government assistance to Communist countries, expressly 
including Vietnam. Although the law contains waivers or 
exceptions to this statutory prohibition (and such exceptions 
cover disaster assistance), it is unclear whether such waivers 
or ex ceptions would permit assistance to Vietnam, since Section 
12 of the Department of State Appropriations Act of 1973 
di.sa.llows assistance of any kind, directly or indirectly, to 
or on behalf of Vietnam . 

In addition to these legal constraints, we believe that as a 
general rule it would be inappropriate to provide assistance to 
Vietnam at a time when it is squandering its own resources to 
maintain its forcible occupation of Kampuchea , in violation of 
the United Nations Charter and two resolutions of the UN General 
A;:;sembly. 

The U.S. government is prepared, however, to issue export licenses 
to private organizations which w1sh . to send to Vietnam small 
quantities of humanitarian assistance , under conditions that 
the donors take all possible measures to ensure that the aid 
reache& the intended recipients . In line with this policy, the 
State Department ' recons i dered the Mennonites' application 
to send wheat flour to Vietnam, which as you pointed out was 
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initially denied . On the basis of information the Mennonites 
gave to the State Department on June 12 concerning the specific 
institutions in Vietnam that would receive and monitor the dis
tribution of the wheat, the Department of State recommended to 
the Commerce Department that the license be approved. 

I hope this letter responds to the concerns you raised. Should 
you wish to discuss this matter further, Mr. Desaix Anderson of 
my office would be pleased to hear from you. Mr. Anderson can 
be reached by telephone at (202) 632-3132. 

Sincerely, 

John D. Negroponte 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
East Asian and Pacific Affairs 
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ID: 029109 

MEDIA: MAILGRAM, D\TED JUNE 16, 1981 

TO: PRESICENT REAGAN 

FROM: MS. ASIA BENNETT 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
AMERICAN FRIENffi SERVICE CG1MITTEE 
1501 CHERRY STREET 
PHILAIELPHIA PA 19102 

SUBJECT: WRITES AGAIN REQUESTING MEETING WITH THE 
PRESIDENT OR HIS CESIGNATED REffiESENTATIVE 
REGARDING FOOD AID FOR HUNGRY VIETNAMESE 
CHILDREN 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF RE~IRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING IY-.YS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN BASIC CORRESf'()NDENCE, CONTROL SHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR CRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 33, THE WHITE HOUSE 

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT: 
LESLIE SORG 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESICENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
THE WHITE HOJS 
WASHJNGTON, D.c. 20500 

DEAR PRESIDENT RAGAN: 

WSHA 

0?9109 

ON BEHALF OF THE TEN LEADERS OF RELIGIOUS AND SECULAR AGENCIES 
WHO $~NT YOU A MAILGRAM ON JUNE? CONC RN!NG FOOD A! POR 
VIETNAMESE CHIL~R N, MAY! REQUEST CONFIRMATION YOUR OFFICE 
RECE!VEn OUR MESSAGE. 

WE WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE KNOWING WH N WE MAY ANTICIPATE 
RECEIVING A SUBSTANTIV R SPONSr TO TH POINTS RAIS D THEREIN 
AND A REPLY TO UR R AUE T FOR A MEETING WITH YOU OR YOUR DES!GNA.T~D 
REPRESENTATIVE. 

SINCERELY, 
ASIA BENNETT 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 
1501 CHERRY STR ET 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 1q102 

15:LIS EST 

MGMCQMP MGM 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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TO RE~LY BY MAILGRAM, PHONf W ST RN ur 10 ANY TIME, DAY OR NIGHT: 

OF YOUR T LEPHONE DIRECTORY 

R 

DIAL (TOLL FREI= 800 257-2241 

(EXCEPT IN NEW JE S Y BU0-632-t:211) 

OR DIAL WESTERN UNION'S INFOMASTER SYS E 1 DIRECTLY: 

FROM TELEX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6161 FROr.11 TWX ............. 910 420 12P 
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(PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN) 
THE l'iH I TE 1-iOUSE 
WASHINGTON DaC• 20500 

DEAR M~. PRES!UE NT: 

r--~~~ 
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/ 
THt SUFFERING OF INNOCENT CHILDREN FROM MALNUTRITION AND 
DISEASE ALWAYS TOUCHES THE CONCERN AND SYMPATHY . OF THE AMERICAN 
PEOPL E~ TRADITIONALLY THE UNITED STATES PROVI Dl S AID TO CHILDREN 
WHOSE LIVES AND wELL•B EING ARt ENDA NGERED WITHOUT REGARD TO 
POLI TICAL QIF~tR ENCES WITH THEIR GOVERNMENT, 

MANY YOUN~ CA MbOPIANS ARE ALIVE TODAY THANKS TO THE GENEROSITY 
OF THE U.S. AND OTHER COUNTRIES, HUNGRY CHILDREN ON THE HORN 
OF AFRICA AND IN CHINA AHE RECEIVING EMERGENCY HELP, BUT SO FAR 
CHILDRtN IN YI~lNAM FACING SEVERE MALNUTRITION HAVE BEEN 
IGNORED, 

RtPRlSENTATIYES OF AMERICAN RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS RECENTLY SAW 
GAUNT FACES AND MATCHSTICK LI MB S OF TUDDLERS 8EING TREATED FOR 
EXTREME MALNUlRlTION AT PEDIA TR ICS rlOSPITAL NUMBER TWO IN 
HO CHI MINH CITY (SAIGON), DOCTORS' EFFORTS TO RES TORE 
HEA LTH ARE HANDICAPPED BY SHORTAGES OF MEDICINE AND MILK, 
VIETNAMESE HOSPITALS AND DAYCARE CENTERS RECEIVED SURPLUS 
MIL~ FROM THE ~lJRUPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY UNTIL 1979 ~HEN SHIP~ 
MENTS WE RE tNDED TO PROTEST VI ETN AM'S INVASION OF CAMBO DIA, 

VIETNAM BECAME A FOOD DEFICIT COUNTRY DURING FIFTEEN YEARS OF 
~AR. SINC E 1975 IT HAS FACED CHRONIC SHORTAGES DUE TO WAR 
DAMAGE, THE WITHDRAWAL OF U1 $ 1 AND CHINESE FOOD AID, GOVERNMENT 
~ I Sr~ At~ AGE !'-1 E J\i T , D I VER S I ON OF RESOURCES TO M I L I T AR Y USES ; AND 
DISASTROUS WEATHER, 

ACCORDING 10 lHE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION, IN TH E LAST 
YEAR VIETNA M LOST THE EQUIVALENT OF 1 0 3 MILLION TONS OF RICE FROM 
ONt OF THE MOS T SE VERE DROUGHTS IN THREE DECADES FOLLOWED BY 
FLOODS I N LARGE AREAS OF THE CENTR AL AND NORTHERN PROVINCES= 
VI EfNA~ HAS REQUESTED 38U,OOO TONS OF CEREALS FOR TEN MILLION 
PERSONS. THE FAQ'S MISSION TO VIETNAM REPORTED THE REQUEST IS, 
"FULLY JU ST IFIED AND URGF.NTLY NEEDED" AND 11 WI LL BE USED EFFECTIVELY 
AND wil l REACH THE INTE NDED BENEFICIARIES," 

U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY UND~R THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION WAS TO 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION 'S TOLL -· FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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DISCOURAGE BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL HUMANITARIAN AND DEVELOP 
MENTAL AID TO VIETNAM, EVE N HELP FROM AMtRICAN PRIVATE AND 
RELIGIOUS AGE NCIES HAD TO CONTEND ~ITH CUMBERSOME AND 
POLITICIZ~ D LICENSING PROCEOURESe 

REGRETTABLY YO UR ADMINISTRATION AP PEARS TO BE ADOPTING A SIM ILAR 
OR EV ~N HARSHER POLICY BY ITS RECENT DECISION TO FO~BID A SHIPMENT 
TO VIETNAM HY THE MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITT~E OF 250 TONS OF 
~HEAT FLOUR UONATE D HY KANSAS FARM ER S 0 

THE PRE MI SE UF BOTH ADMINISTRATIONS SEEMS TO BE THAT HARDS HI P 
~ AND ISOLATION WI LL FORCE VIETNAM TO WITHDRAW FROM KAMP UCHEA, 

~E TO O DESl Mt THE WITHDRA WAL OF VIE TNAMESE TROOPS 0 HO~tVER, 
DEPRI VI NG VIET~AM OF EMERGENCY HUMANITARI AN AI D IS UNLIKELY 
TO ACHIEVE lHAT GOAL, THE MILITARY IS NOT DEPRIVED OF FOOD, 
NOR IS THE RESOLVE OF THE GOV(RNMENT SHAKEN FROM POLI CIES 

'--

·-·-

'--

"--

J 

/~ 

IT CONSIDERS ESSEN TIAL FOR SUR VI VAL AS AN INDEPE NDENT NATIO N, 

TH OSE HURl MOST bY u.s. POLICY ARE THE MOS T VUL~ERABLE, ESPECIALLY 
CHI LDR EN. EVEN IF IT SUCCE EDED IN INFLU~NCING VIETNAM'S ACTIONS, 
THE USE OF FOOD AS A PO LITICA L TOOL WHEN THE CONSEQU~NCES ARE 
SO EXiREME••DEATH QR LASTING MENTAL RET ARDATI ONP•I S UNCONSCIONABLte 

SEV ERAL RlLlGIOUS AND OTHER NON~GOVERNMENT AL GROUPS ARE ALREADY 
TR YING TU HELP AS MUCH AS THEIR RE SOUR CES AN D VOLUNTARY CO NTR I • 
B U T I ON S O F T H E A t1 E R I C A N P E OP L E P E R M I T , W E U R G E _ T H A T T 1-i E L I C E N S I N G 
P RQ C E:. D lJ R E S O F T H E C O M ~'IE R C E , T R E A S U R Y , A t✓ D S I A T F D E P A R T.MDl...!..S- N 0 
LQNGER I~TEK~ ERE WITH THIS NON• PO kI T!CA L HU MANITARIAN ~FFORT~ 
SPECIFICALLY ~t CALL ON YOU TO DIRECT THAT THE ME NNO NITES' WHEAT 
FLOUR SHI P~tN T BE APPROVED, 

BUT EVE N IF ALLO ~ED, NON-GOVER NMENTAL AID WILL BE FA R FROM 
SUFFICIE NT. wE APPEAL TO YO U TD MAKE IISF OE YOUR DISAST ER 
Rf.L-L££---1.UTH fJEi !'fY IO PROVIDE VIETNA MESE CHILDRE N WITH SURPLUS 
M.lbK Ok (SM ~onp SIIPP I Ff'.] ENT . BY CHAN NEL.ING FOOD THROUG~ AN 
INTERNATIUN AL AGENC Y LIK~ UNICEF OR THROUGH PRIVATE AMERICAN 
GROUPS, YG~ CAN DIRECT IT TO THOSE MOST IN NEED IN HOSPITALS, 
ORPHA~AGES , 0AY CARE CENT ~R S AND SCHOOLS, 

PROVIDI ~G FUOO FOR HUNGRY VIETNAM~SE CHILDREN IS CO NSISTENT 
~IT H THE MOP AL VALUES AND GENEROUS TRADITIONS OF AMERIC A, IT 
COULD ALSU IMPRO VE UNDERSTANDING AND COOPERATION BETW EEN 
VIETt'iAM M l [) THE U,S. ON OUTSTA NDI NG DIFF ERENCES, 

WE WOULU ~ELCOME THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WI TH YOU OR YOUR DESIGNATE 
REPR ESE NTATIVE TO DISCU SS THESE PROBL EMSo 

SINCf:.R ELY, 

ASIA A0 BENNETT, EXECU TI VE SECRETARY, AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE 
COMM I TTEE, 150 1 CHfRRY STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19102 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, SEE REVERSE SID E FOR WESTERN UNION 'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NU MBER S 

/I • I~ 
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~!SHOP ED~IN riHODERICK, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CATHOLIC RELI~F SERVICES, 
1011 FIRST AVENUE, NE~ YORK, N.Y. 10022 

DR. BERNARD CO NFER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF, 
360 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, ~E~ YORK, N,YJ 10010 

REVEREND PAUL MCCLEARY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CHURCH WORLD SERVICE, 
475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK, N,Y, 10027 

JOHN 0 1 MELIA, DI~E CTOR, INTERNATIONAL DIVISION, NATIONAL BOARD 
OF t MC A~ Of THE U0 S, 291 8ROAD~AY, N, Y., N,Y 9 10007 

ERNA REDLICH, ASSISTA~T S~CRETARY, BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE, 
lb28 lblH STRtET N.~, P ~ASHINGTON, D,C. 2000Q 

DR. JOSEPH S~OkT, EXECUTIVt DIRECTOR, OXFAM•AMERICA, 302 COLUMBUS 
AVENUE, BOSTON, MA 02116 

WI LLIAM SNYDER, ~XECUTIVE SECRETARY, MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 
21 SOUTH 12TH STREET, AKRON, PA 17501 

ALBERT VORSPAN, VICE-PRESIDENT, UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREw CONGREG~ 
ATIONS, 838 FI~TH AVtNUE, NEW YORK, N~Yv 10021 

RICHARD WALDEN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OPERATION CALIFORNIA, 336 
FOOTHILL ROAD, BEVERLY HILLS, CA qQ210 

10:04 EST 

MGMCOMP MGM 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL • FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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COMMUNIST RETRIBUTION AGAINST THE OPPOSITION 
TO A TOTAL COMMUNIST SUBJUGATION OF VIETNAM 
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SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
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FR ES IDE NT OF US A 

WHITE HOUSE DC 

THE OJERSE~S VIET NAMESE ARE EXTRE:MELY INDIGNANT BEFORE PACT 

3J/I ET A~'D COMMUNIST VIET NAM DEPORTI NG HALF MILLION FORMER 

S'JUTH VIETNAM MILITARY AND CIVILIA N PERSON NEL TO SIBERIA 

f]JDER EUPHEMISM "EXPORTED LABOR" 

AND OUR ADMIRATION FOR YOU l\ S CHl\MPION OF HUMANR IGHTS THROUGHOUT 

Tl-lE WORLD, WE EARNESTLY :'r'l~KE THIS APPEAL AND RE UEST YOU 

TO CALL TO A HALT THE ABOM I N BL E CO Mt'1 UNIST RETR IBUTIO N 

AGAINST THIS SOUT!i VI ET NAMES£ WHO REPRESE '.\jT TH E OPPOSITION 

TO A TOT AL CQ_MMU NI ST SUBJUGAT IO '.,, OF VIET NAM. _ 

CSGD) COMMITTEE AGAI NST DEPORT ATIO .'~ OF NATIONALIST 

VIE NAMESE: TO SIBERIA 

_, 
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DEPARTMENT O F STATE 

Washington , O.C. 20520 

December 31, 1981 

Dr. Nguyen Ton Hoan 
President, Committee Against Deportation 

of Nationalist Vietnamese to Siberia 
288 Castro Street 
Mt. View, California 

Dear Dr. Hoan: 

The White House has asked me to reply to your telegram of 
December 16 concerning alleged deportation of former South 
Vietnamese military and civilian personnel to Siberia 

We are aware that the Vietnamese government has sent to the 
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe thousands of "guest workers." 
Some estimates range up to 50,000 workers. We have recently 
received several allegations that former Government of Vietnam 
employees imprisoned in "reeducation camps" have been sent to 
Eastern Europe as laborers, but we do not have any conclusive 
information to prove those claims. 

As you are aware, the United States does not have diplomatic 
relations with Vietnam and therefore our ability to influence 
the actions of the Vietnamese Government is extremely limited. 
In international fora, we have frequently condemned the Viet
namese authorities' serious violations of their citizens' 
human rights, and you may be assured that we will continue to 
publicize and denounce future violations. 

Nonetheless, we would be very interested in receiving any in
formation which you have on this subject. Please feel free 
to write directly to me. You can be assured that we will re
spect any need for confidentiality which you may deem 
necessary. 

Sincerely, 

~~---
L. Desaix Anderson 
Director, Office of Vietnam, 

Laos and Kampuchea 
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NO\l 3 0 1981 

Rv., eaJtc.h AM a c.iate-. 
The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy 

Adrnirustfff'd W1th tM cooprnhOn of Harvard UniVfl'lity 

MEDF'ORD, 

MASS. 02155 

TUFTS UNIVERSITY 

(617) 
628.5000 
Ext.6111 

Novembe.JL 23, 1981 

Mil.. R,i_c.haJtd V. Allen 
M-6,Lo.tant .to .the Pnv., ident 
6on National Se.c.wu.ty A66aiM 
The. While. HoU6e. 
Wa.ohlng.ton V. C. 

I am glad .to -6e.nd you oUJt joint -6.tate.me.nt'-6 c.ond.U6ion 
.tv.,ti6,.[e.d be.6one. .the. u.s.· -congne.M 1-6 -6ub-Commi.t.te.e. on Mio.n and 
Pa.µ6,.[c. A66aiM on .the. U.S pouc.y .towaJtd Indoc.hlna. ao.te.JL .the. 
Vie..tnamv.,e. inva.oion 06 Cambodia. 

We. have de.-te.fLmined .that .the. Vie..tname.f.ie. Commun,Lot ,Lo an 
in.te.gnal and onganic. body o{i the. Sov,.i,e..t'.6 global -6tfl.ate.glj a,& 
he.gemony. The. We..ot, e..ope.c.ia.Uy the. U.S. A. - .the. he.a.Jt.t 06 .the. 
6ne.e. wofl.ld - .theAe.6one. -6hould -6uppo1t.,.t the. ne..o,Lotanc.e. moveme.n:t..6 
6,.[ghting c.lgain-6t the. Commun,Lot ne.gime. in Indoc.hlna.. 

We do k.now that the. Ammc.an '.6 opinion ,Lo not ye.t ne.a.dy 
to a.c.c.e.pt ;th,Lo ide.a, -60 we. c.an U6e. mane. V,.i,e..tname..oe. de.6e.c.t.oM 
who ne.c.e.ntly e..oc.a.pe.d 6nom Commun,Lo,a :to c.onvinc.e. :the. le.6~~ing 
who .ouU undeAe..otimate..o :the. Sovie..t dange.n and ,.i,-l6 ambition-6. 

I a.m w.tu:ting a book. on :the. Vie..tname..o e. cU,Mide.n:t..6 who 
j U6:t le.6.t the. Vie..tname..o e. Commun,Lot. And I j U6:t k.now that .the. 
-6on 06 :thi a.c.tingPne..oide.nt 06 Vie.tnam, Nguye.n Huu Tho, ha.o 
j U6:t e..o c.a.pe.d oJtom Vie..tnam a. new month-6 ago. It ,Lo ne.a.Uy a. 
,{_fl_() ni c. -6 to fl.lJ • 

Thank. you VeAIJ muc.h. 

Sinc.e.ne.ly yo UJt,6 , 

90 CU'IVU"' +--
Voan Van Toai 

~'i, atu. ~ .• ~ o/~ r~ ~~ ~ ~ 
o ....a ............... ..a.. • PI.D~D~t-"rrur~ ra.Jnl"u'Tl11a1.n.■ ,.. .. ... 



JOINT STATEMEN T 

o :f 
TRillNG NHU TANG & OOAN VA_"N' 'IOAI 

on 
U. S POLICY ID'JARD VIETNAM 

filommifi£2 mt Jlfnr2i£1l J\_ffmrs 

As we see it , there are three pol icies that the United States 

can pursue with regard to Soviet and Vietnamese expansionism in 

Indo China s 

1) Capitulation. The U.S. can accept the Vietnamese 

invasion of Kampuchea as a reality, recognize the Heng Sarirnregime 

in Cambodia, normalize relations with Vietnam, resume trade with the 

Communists and give them aid. But there would be no end to capitula

tion. Logically, the U.S. would be forced to recognize the Balrak 

regime in Afghanistan as well as any other governments set up by 

the Soviets or one of their clients when they invade a foreign 

country. This is the conseption Of living in peace with the Soviets 

which Mr. Elliott, who testified along with us at the hearing, seems 

to endorse. It is also the wish of the Communists, who have urged 

the world to accept their fait-accomplis and to consider that the 

gains of eommunism are irreversible. 

' 2) Carrot and Stick. This is the policy of the present U.S. 

administration. For the stick, the U.S. supports the Asean nations 

and gives them economic and military aid to keep them strong enough 

to contain Hanoi on the border of Kampuchea-Thailand. For the carrot, 

the U.S. offers the prospect of normalizing relations with Hanoi and 

providing aid if the Communists withdraw their troups from Kampuchea, 

lessen their dependence on the Soviet Union and accept the U.N. 

proposal for free elections in Cambodia under international supervision. 



-
2) 

3) Rollback. The U.S. can attempt to overthrow the Communist 

regimes in Indo China by helping the resistence movements. So far, 

the Reagan administration has made a decision to support only the 

resistence movemen~ in Afghanistan. It hesitates to take similar 

action in Cambodia, and it seems to be completely reluctant to help 

the opposition in Vietnam. Not many people in the West believe 

that a genuine resistence exists in Vietnam, much less that it 

could succeed in overthrowing the Communist regime. 

Of the three possible policies, the first one means the total 

surrender of the U.S. and the non-Communist bloc. The second seems 

reasonable beeause it would cost very little in material terms and 

the U.S. would be seen in a positive light. The third policy would 

be considered very hawkish and costly. The people of the United 

States and Westerners in general are still reacting against the 

Vietnam War; they do not want to get involved in a similar conflict 

again. But in order to choose the right policy, one must know the 

nature of the Vietnamese communists and the objectives of the Soviets. 

These are quite apparent, though we are reluctant to face up to 

them or to risk a confrontation. 

The Soviet Communists, like their Vietnamese proxies, have 

constantly instructed their people and their cadres that "our 

revolution is to fulfill our internationalist duty". Their 

invasions, they decxare, will determine whether C~mmunists triumph 

over non-Communists in the present era. While they consider the 

rest of the world as an enemy to be sulxiued or destroyed, we in the 

West always express our willingness to live in peace with them. In 

a football game, the team that is always on the defensive is sure to 

be defeated. At the hearing, Douglas Pike warned that the bears -



the Vietnamese Communists - will bite if they are fed. But these 

bears will bite whether they are fed or not. The objective of 

3) 

Moscow and Hanoi is to impose Marxism-Leninism throughout the world 

under the leaders~ip of the Soviets. We assure you that a policy 

of concession wil l fail to withdraw Hanoi's troups from Kampuchea. 

We would like to remind you that during the Vietnam War, an 

argument very similar to Mr. Elliott's was made. If only the u.s. 

would get out of Vietnam and recognize the hegemony of the communists, 

peace and prosperity would be restored. But as soon as the u.s. 

gave up the fight and withdrew from Vietnam, the Communists reacted 

more brutally than ever. They took over the whole country and 

imposed a totalitarian regime. Then they occupied Laos and invaded 

Cambodia. 

But some people, like Mr. Elliott, never seem to learn. He 

argued at the hearing that "The more you turn the screws on the 

Vietnamese Communists, the stronger position the Soviets are in ... the 

more isolated the Vietnamese are, the more the Soviets enjoy a 

correspondingly greater level of influence with the Vietnamese." 

How greater can it be? We have confirmed that Commun~st Vietnam 

has become an integral and organic part of the Soviet Union and is 

fulfilling its role as part of Soviet global strategy. Only a show 

of strength and determination on the part of the West will cause the 

Communists to modify or give up their ambitions of hegemony. They 

will continue to advance as long as the West wants to try to turn 

them into good friends and fears confronting them in any way. While 

the Communists know they cannot defeat the West by a direct war, 

they are willing to be patient and devour their enemies a bite at 

a time. Moreover, they invariably portray their a1-ession as heroic 

acts of revolution, liberation, national independence, peace, etc. 



4 ) 

We cannot e~ect any change in thiffi aggressive policy even if 

there is a shift in leadership in Hanoi. As long as the communist 

Party remains in control with its present structure, it will con

tinue its policy of conquest. 

We favor the third policy outlined above with the following 

conditions: 

a) The U.S. should not pursue a go-it-alone _policy but act 

in concert with its allies in Southeast Asia to form an overall 

strategy to combat the Communist advance. 

b) The U.S. should strengthen its ties with its most important 

ally in the area; namely, China. Everything should be done to 

continue to separate China from the Soviet bloc and to turn it into 

a reliable friend. 

c) The U.S., in combination with China, Japan and Asean, 

should help the resistence movements in Indo China since they hav e 

shown a firm determination to fight and count on support from the 

outside. The U.S. should send weapcns and econtj}rnic aid but not 

of course, troops or advisors. One of its first objectives should 

be to set up a radio broadcasting station to provide tpe Vietnamese 

people with accurate news and encouragement. This time, . the U.S. 

will be supporting a genuine peoples' movement. Unlike the 

earlier war when the people were divided and some thought Communism 

was the proper solution, today they are all united against an oppressive 

regime. 

There is an additional advantage to confronting the Communists 

in Indo China. They might then be sufficiently tied down to be 

unable to support revolution in 9ther parts of the world such as 

Africa or south America. They would run into increasing resistence 

in Afghanistan and perhaps in other countries they now control. 



The growing costs of these resistence movements might force t he 

Soviets to divert funds from nuclear weapons and thus relieve 

the U.S. and its allies of some of th~fense burden. In this 

way, the policy of containment can be converted into one of 

rollback. Until this happens, the balance of power, especially 

in southeast Asi~ , will continue to favor the Soviets - the most 

brutal, dangerous imperialists in the world. 

Addit~,mnal Statement of Doan Van Toai 

Concerning the u.s.-sino relationship, I would like to add 

this analysis: 

China has split with the Soviet Union because it believes 

that its national interest;are endangered and because it has 

modified its ideology. While the Soviets still embrace Marxism

Leninism, it seems to me that the present Chinese leadership is 

moving away from Communist theory and inclining toward Western 

value systems, though there is still a long way to go. I think 

S) 

that u.s. aid and friendship can encour~ge this trend. As I stated 

earlier, aid and friendship do no good if the Communist regime is 

not determined to change. But in the case of China, we have seen 
' 

signs of such determination. Eventually, it could become a power-

ful ally of the u.s. and, together with the Asean nations, provide 

peace and stability in the area, in which the Inda China peninsula 

i would become a neutral zone. On the other hand, if the U.S. fails 

to increase its ties with China, there is always the possibility 

that another leadership might seize control and revert to its 

alliance with the Soviets - a dangerous prospect for Asia. By 

moving closer to China, the U.S. will accomplish two objectives: 

stopping Soviet expansion and hastening the end of communism in 

~~1 
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MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

~ y 24, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR JANET COLSON 

FROM: JIM LILLEY ~,.. 

SUBJECT: Mr. Doan Van Toai 

V 

As advised in my memo to Dick Allen of April 14 (package 
attached at Tab III), I do not believe we should encourage 
any further correspondence with Mr. Toai. I have therefore 
written to him on behalf of Ed Meese and Dick Allen, with 
the hope that this will be the end of our exchange. 

RECOMMENDATION: That my letter to Mr. Toai 
and that further correspondence from him be 
State Department for direct reply. 

\ 
Disapprove 

be dispatched 
sent to the 

Approve~- -----

Attachments 

( . ~\,,1 \"11 
! 

Tab I 
II 
III 

Lilley 1 tr to Toai 
Toai ltrs of July 4th 
Previous correspondence 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D .C. 20520 

~ ULY, 9 - 1982 

Dear Mr. Young: 

I have received your inquiry of April 28 enclosing a letter 
from Mr~ James R. Carder to the President concerning travel to 
Vietnam. 

There are no restrictions on travel of U.S. citizens to 
Vietnam. However, we discourage travel there because we do not 
have an Embassy in Vietnam and cannot provide the usual 
consular services. Persons who wish to travel to Vietnam must 
make their own arrangements for visas from the VietRamese 
Government. There are commercial flights to Vietnam; 
information on them should be available from any travel agent 
who has the official airline guide. The enclosed travel 
advisory notice on Vietnam provides further information which 
Mr. Carder may find helpful. 

Mr. Carder's letter indicates that he wishes to travel to 
Vietnam to be reunited with his wife. He may be unaware of the 
Orderly Departure Program for legal emigration from Vietnam to 
the United States. If Mr. Carder wishes to explore the 
possibility of bringing his wife to the United States, he 
should contact one of the voluntary agencies participating in 
the resettlement of Indochinese refugees. A list of the 
national offices of these voluntary agencies is enclosed. 

With cordial regards, 

Enclosures: 

1. Correspondence Returned. 
2. Travel Advisory. 

Sincerely, 

Powell A. Moore 
Assistant Secretary for 
Congressional Relations 

3. List of Voluntary Agencies. 

The Honorable 
Don Young, 

House of Representatives. 
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PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

8 215537 



May 17 1 1982 

Dear Don : 

Th nk you for your recent l tt r .nclotsin coy of 
.Jan a R. C'ard~r •a correspondence to the President. 

I will he please ·, to bring thi 
Office of Presidcntie.1 c i:re ro 
r ly may b . sent on the Presid 
ciato your inter st in ,riting . 

i ith be t wi she , 

to th atte tion of t.h 
denc to se whether a 
nt ' a be alf ,. ·c apprc-

Siner ly , 

~he ficnor ble D n You:r, 
nous of epr .s ntativ 
,a~hington , D. C. 20515 

KMD /CMP/NAP/las --

nn th H. D·ber tein 
A~sistant to th President 

cc: w/copy of inc to Anne Higgins - for appropriate action 
KMD-42A (1st Revision) 



:-DON YOUNG 
CONGRESSMAN FOR ALL ALASKA 

COMMITTEES: 

INTERIOR AND INSULAR 
AFFAIRS 

MERCHANT MARINE AND 
FISHERIES 

ftongrt~£t of tbt itnittb ~tatti 
J}ouse of ~tpresentatibts 

llla~ington, iD.~. 20515 

Mr . Max L . Friedersdorf 
Assistant to the President for 

Legislative Affairs 
The White House 
Washington , D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr . Friedersdorf: 

April 28 , 1982 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
2331 RAYBURN BUILDING 
TELEPHONE Z0Z/ZZS-5765 

DISTRICT OFFICES 
FEDERAL BUILDING AND 

U.S. COURT HOUSE 
701 C STREET, Box 3 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99513 
TELEPHONE 907 /Z71-5978 

BOX 10, 101 12TH AVENUE 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 
TELIPHOHE 907/456-6949 

This letter is prompted by correspondence received from 
a constituent , Mr . James R. Carder , concerning a letter he 
sent to President Reagan :' Mr . Lai1'@r has requested that I 
"make sure the President receives the copy of the letter ." 
In an effort to fulfill this request, I enclose a copy of 
Mr . Carder ' s letter herewith . Your time and consideration 
are greatly appreciated . 

Congressman Alaska 

DY : bw/rhrn 



President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.c. 20500 

Dear President Reagan, 

19 April 1982 
Haines, Alaska 99827 

I am intending to call the ~Vhi te Ho·.ise today to speak with sooeone who is 
close to you - or to yourself, if possible. I know you a~e a very busy man but I 
have a problem that has contin~lfd an and on for ten years and it demands immediate 
attention by the highest levels of our governnent. To make it quick, I have outlined 
five questions and one final statement. I ask you or one of your assistants to sit 
down and answer these questions sincerely. I am not happy with the decision that I 
may be forced to make. I am hoping that you might have something encouraging to tell 
me. 

Q'lestion #1. Why is the U.S. Government delaying "Nomalization of Relations" with 
Vietnam if it has been officially determined by the U.S. Defense De
partment that there are no longer any MIA 1s left alive in Vietnam? 

~.iestion #2. Are you aware of my case? 

~estion #J. If yes - Why haven't you given it more attention? 

Question #4. If no - I suggest the President have his intelligence advisors inform 
him. I am a member of the Republican National Committee in Washington, 
D.C. and a member of the United States Defense Committee located in 
Fairfax, Virginia. Lt. General Daniel O. Graham was the chief U.S. 
Military Intelligence Officer in Saigon when I was there and he should 
be aware of my case. Has he contacted you7 I have written him. 

~~estion #5. If something is not done immediately to normalize relations with Vietnam 
so persons like myself who are finding themselves in similar circumstances 
can go conveniently to Vietnam to be with wives and families·- then I 
will be compelled to seek political asylum in Canada or to some other 
country which has diploma tic relations with Vietnam and "humanitarian" 
assistance to get back with my wife. Is this what the U.S. Government 
wants? 

Final Statement: I have definate serious medical problems and otherwise will be given 
no other alternative but to take whatever action necessary to reunite 
myself with my wife. 

(Over) 



. ,. 
.-- , · · ( ~y .19 Ap:-:i.l 1982 

Sincerely, {) 

~~,~ 
,· ' ,/ Ja,nes R. Carder 

James R. Carder/Lam thi Dan 
• 

I feel that because of the technical resources this country 
has available to it, specifically in the area of communications, 
that there is no further excuse for the government of this country 
to inhibit my passage to Vietnam by refusing to normalize relations 
wi tn that country. 

I want the President to know that it hurts me deeply to have to 
make such a radical decision that could potentially alienate myself 
from my country. I had put extreme confidence in your bid for the 
Presidency in lieu of our relat ions ~~th Vietnam during the Carter 
Administration. I believe that in 1980 the Vietnamese felt the 
same way. I am feeling more and more disappointed everyday. 

Please do something to give rr.e more faith in the American systeffi 
and our leaders sense-of-justice. 

My wife and I would like to tr/ to have another child and I can't 
bring myself to go thru with an operation I need before my wife 
and I are given a decent opportunity to be together again. 

I am beginning to wonder whether there is any decency left in the 
world. 

My emotional problems concerning this matter is that I have a strong 
sense of loyalty both to my country and my wife in Vietnam. I an 
stricken by a sense of moral obligation to both. 

If I could be somehow sent back to Vietnam in the service of my 
country, I would feel indebted to my country for your graciousness. 
If I am forced to face those communists again on my own, it is going 
to be one of the saddest experiences of my life. I have always been 
a fighter and would not compromise my sensibilities without a 
struggle. However, I would be forced to do whatever necessary to 
survive as my wife has been forced to do since 1975• 

Please respond to my letter as soon as possibleo I have already 
written to the Canadian Immigration Centre in Whitehorse, Y.T. 
about iI!lffii.gration and humanitarian assistance. I am not happy about 
it. 

/ / Republican National Cammi ttee 
{__,,/ United States Defense Committee 



FOR: Wil"liam P. Clark 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

(Ciassification) 
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National Security Council 
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May 4, 1982 

Dear Miss Fitch: 

so wuch for sharing with ma the 
Tt;tan i,ho is now suff:erinq 

- :=c:=.;:.;:::r.:.:;:~::i.illi......--o.rivation in a cor.um.u,ist nriso:n 
in Vietnam. I read it and reread it, and I 
was deeply touched,. not just by the simplo 
eloquence with which his brother d scribes 
this man's suffering, but r.1ith the bright 
light. of the love for freedom whic.M still 
burns so brightly in the hoarts of these 
people .. 

Surely the story told by Hu nh Tha!IJ1 Van 
gives the lie to those who slandered our 
national effort to help the Vietnamese in 
their struggle against communist aggression,. 
Today we hear similar voices when -~e try to 
help the people of El Salva "or stand up to 
ter rorist guerrilla forces backed by outside 
communist powers. 

Al thou.gl.i the letter you recei Vt,;d is heart
breaking, it should remind us all to thank 
God for the bl~ssing of living in a fre 
country. lt should prompt us to be willing 
to sacrifice to preserve our ovn freedom and 
to be generous in helpL~g others. Again, I 
appreciate your sharing it with me. 

Sincerely, 

,( 
Misa. Kathleen A. Fitch 
P.O . Box 2 
Nestor, California !)2053 

RR:AVH: PN:pp s 

Cleared thru NSC 

A 

2 



The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

Mr. President, 

Kathleen A. Fitch 
P.O. Box 2 

Nestor, C.A. 92053 
February 3, 1982 

Recently in the State of the Union Address you spoke 
of heroism. I would like to share a story of heroism with 
you.-·-· The· ·story is told by Huynh Thanh Van about the 

brother Mr. Tuan who is imprisoned in Communist VietNa.m 

because of his undying love for freedom. The story is 
explained in a letter which is enclosed. I can not explain 
how this letter reached the United States (only the Dear 
Lord above knows that), but nevertheless it did and the 

I . Alumni Association of New Mexico State University with 
/ l great effort found the Kathy Fitch mentioned in the letter 
I 1 
/ f which of course is me. I can verify the authenticity of 
i I ! / the letter. 

1 I I do not understand the reason I am sending this 
letter to you since the information on the conditions in 
Viet Nam seem to be unresolvable. Perhaps the reason I am 
writing you, Mr. President, is your speeches regarding 
heroism and the love of freedom; also, Huynh Thanh Van 
made a comment regarding your policies towards communism. 

I pray to the Lord God Almighty that you will 
personally be able to read this letter and the letters 



enclosed. I know that the President of the United States 
can not read everything written to him by ordinary 
citizens, but I hope this extraordinary letter, A letter 
from VietNam, reaches your deska I know that almost 
nothing can be done, but I wanted to share this letter with 
you. 

With sincerest regards, 

~o-.C.~ 
Kathleen A. Fitch 



? .... 12.. .S 1 ~ Kl2..o...j C...-
1 ~ 

January 28, 1982 

Kathy Fitch 
c/o L. H. Fitch 
Hox 1568 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Dear Ms. Fitch: 

Box 3AS / Las Cruces, New Mexico 88003 (505) 646-3616 

Alumni Association 

A few weeks ago we received in the Alumni Association Office a letter 
in Vietnamese. All we could make of it was the mention of your name. 
I had the letter translated and then edited the translation to 
idiomatic English. 

I am forwarding to you a copy of our translation. I believe you may 
be an acquaintance of Mr. Tuan and that you would be interested in his 
fate. I also would like your permission to publish.this letter with 
your name in it, or instructions if we should delete your name, if you 
choose. 

The form we will use to get Mr. Tuan's story out remains unknown, but 
we will not take any action until we hear from you. 

Your assistance in this matter is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

,?~;/-~ 
William F. Bellais 
Associate Director 

Enclosure 



Vinh Long 

November 11, 1981 

Dear Alumni Association: 

I am sorry to write this letter in the Vietnamese language, my English 

vocabulary is limited, so I can't write what I want to say in your 

language. 

I received a letter from Alumni Association for Mr. Tuan, I am his 

younger brother. My family and I regret and we are disturbed that my 

brother, Mr. Tuan, was not at home when the letter arrived. I want to 

thank the Alumni Association for that letter. If Tuan were home, he 

also would be sad and regret more than anybody in the house that he 

would be unable to respond. Tuan is now in jail .. He tried to escape 

from Vietnam, and was captured in the attempt. This was his eighth 

attempt. Before he tried to leave Vietnam he had to work very hard to 

earn more money and he sold most of his household belongings. His 

hope to escape Vietnam did not come to fruition. A man in jail under 

communist regime suffers greatly; no food to eat, no water to take a 

shower, no place to sleep. The Communists do not even allow the 

relatives to bring food in to feed him. In one prison there are only 

four square feter for 46 people who all eat, defecate, and sleep 

together. These prisoners cannot even move; maybe you won't believe 

what I write, but it is true. 



• 

A person in prison is put to hard work in the day time, every day of 

the week. Prisoners are given 10 minutes to shower with three liters 

of water. 

My wife and I were caught the same time Hr. Tuan v:as captured. After 

we were in jail a few weeks my wife and I were so sick that they had 

to release us. 

Families in which one or more of its members worked for the Republic 

of Vietnam Government before the Communist came, or were working for 

U.S. government before. are treated badly by the Vietnamese Communists 

(V.C.). Former army officers are put in reeducation prison forever, 

and the sons or daughters of those families cannot go to high school, 

or get a government job. The good jobs are from the high school up 

are only for the people who were V.C. That's why most Vietnamese 

people wants to leave the country and are willing to do so even in the 

face of danger. Ninety percent of the people who _try to escape die or 

are captured; only ten percent can get through safely. 

Kathy Fitch said to Tuan one time that: "You have got to stay in the 

USA, and don't go back Vietnam. r, But Tuan did not heed her warning. 

A long time ago, I w:::-ote to Kathy Fitch, to exchange postage stamps. 

Her address is Box A24, Grants, NM 87020. But I didn't receive a 

reply from her. 

Tuan is now a forced laborer on an island 10 kilometers from the main 

land in the delta area. Each month the VC allow Tuan's family to 

bring food, clothes, and medicines to meet only one-quarter of his 

needs. If we 



want to see him on a v isit, we have to register in advance. Once Mr. 

Tuan's wife toc k supplies to her husband by small boat which had no 

engine, and had to be paddled by hand. The boat was over loaded with 

people, and the boat sank in the river. She was very lucky to 

survive; half cf the people on boat drowned. 

I don't know why so many people like the communist party. For me, a 

connnunist never had a heart in his body; a communist never had a sense 

c f h umanity. They hc-v e brought us a s t r ange peuce. I s tand wi th U.S. 

President Reagan. He is always careful when he talks to the communist 

countries, especially Vietnam. 

I write this letter to you so that you will understand my brother, 

Tuan's situation. I hope he will be released soon and he will write 

you about his life in prison under communist regime. My wish for you 

is to be happy. 

Sincerely, 

Huynh Thanh Van 

P.S. I hope you get this letter. 




