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In Vietnam’s Gulag,
The Captives Die
A Slow Death

By .Doan VAN Toal

One evening about five years ago [ was
at a concert in Saigon glven by the Na-
tional Concert Orchestra of North Vietnam.
Suddenly, down the aisle marched Commu-
nist secret police, all carrying guns. They
came up to me, and said: “Let's go oul-
side."”

They led me into an office of the theu-
ter. They said: “Are you Mr. Doan Van
Toai?" and ! answered; 'Yes.” They
didn't say anything more but forced me to
stand there for ahout an hour. Later they
tonk me to police headquarters and sald:
“We are arresting you." 1 asked: “Why
are you arresting me, what have I done?”
but they only replied: “The best thing is
for you to think and remember. It is for
you to work out.”

I was taken to a small cell, It was very
dark—the only light coming from a small
hole in the wall through which I could
breathe fresh alr. The first night ! slept
easily as T was still optimistic because 1
knew I hadn’t done anything,

Each day | made a notch on the wall
and soon [ had heen there for seven weeks.
My oniy visitor was another prisoner—a
girl who every morning would bring me a
bowl! of rice.

The first day she came I was very hun-
gry and began to guip the rice down but [
soon realized they must have mixed some
sand with it. [t was impossible to eat.
When they finally called me for question-
ing I asked the official why they had put
sand in my rice. “So you remember what
you have done wrong in the past,” he said.

They made me write an account of my
life and every morning would take me to
their office where the air was very fresh. I
wrote pages and pages so as to postpone
the time when I would once more be shut
up all day long. '

* * *

- I had first become involved in politics
when 1 was a pharmacy student at Saigon
University in the 1960s. At that time I be-
lleved Thieu was head of nothing but a
puppet government in the hands of the
Americans, | became interested in the
struggle for peace at Salgon University
and was elected vice president of the stu-
dent union. When the student union presi-
dent was arrested, I organized student
demonstrations all over Vielnam against
the Thieu government. For this as well as
other activitles, [ was arrested and impris-
aned many times by that government.

During these years the National Libera-
tion Front had approached me to join

them. But I refused, preferring to support
their goals independently through the stu-
dent union. At the end of the war in May
1975, I was asked to join the finance com-
mittee of the provisional revolutionary gov-
ernment. 1 agreed, but in a split over pol-
icy I soon reslgned. {Although the Commu-
nists never told me this, I belleve that my
resignation was the cause of my arrest.)

After 1 finished my account 1 was taken
to Le Van Duyet prison in the center of
Salgon where [ stayed for over two years.

I was put in a small cell with § others.
People died every day through lack of
medical attention and in the evening you
could hear the voices call out: “Warden,
this is room number three, someone has
just died.”

I was worried about my French wife
and three sons and was anpxious for them
to leave Vietnam. I knew there could be re-
prisals against them and through one of
the prison wardens—a former friend-I
sent a letter to my wife saying not to wait
for my release but to take the children to
France. And if she had to write a letter to
the authorities denying my existence, then
she must.

When she finally left for France in June
1977, I felt easier, Then T heard the news of
my mother’s death. She had been denied
medical treatment because she had one
son in prison and another who had left with
the Americans. I was very sad and very
angry and through my friend again sent 2
letter to the chief of the secret police in
Salgon saying: “‘You are responsible for
my mother’s death. 1 have now been in
prison for 27 months and I still dor’t know
what I have done to oppose the Commu-
nists. If you find out nothing then you must
release me.” More important, I had my
friend bribe an important ofticial.

* o +*

Later | was called to the prison com-
mandant's offtce and was told I was re-
leased. He said that the government
needed me to cooperate with them. “'If we
give you an exit visa you must tell the
West how wonderful everything is here.
And how well we treat our prisoners.” |
agreed with them, but only 1 knew what 1
would really tell the West.

I was given an exit visa but didn't leave
Vietnam immediately. In prison [ had
given up hape for a free Vietnam. I had be-
come very angry and very ashamed to
have ever supported the NLF. I wanted to
get rid of the Communist regime. But then
1 sald to myself: “I think this because 1
have been in prison for over two years. Be-
fore 1 leave I must find out if the rest of
the country feels the same way.”

I discovered that everyone hated the re-
gime because they were always hungry
and weve even less free than they had been
under President Thiew. In Vietnam tolay
there are over 800,000 people in prison and
in so-called re-education camps. In Cambo-
dia the political prisoners were extermi-
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| nated quickly but in Vietnam they die

slowly.

When 1 was released my friends still in
prison asked me to tell the world what is
happening and, if no one will stand up to
the Vietnamese Comnunists, (o send them
cyanide to put an end to their agony. "“Help
us to die quickly,” they said.

In Vietnam nobody dares to protest for
fear of arrest. Few people abroad speak
because they fear for the safety of their
families still in Vietnam.

But even if it means the death of myself
and my family, I must do something for
the thousands of prisoners whg die each
year and the millions of peopie who have
to support the unsupportable and accept
the unacceptable.

Duan Van Toai is deing research al
Tufts University's Flelcher Schooi af Law
and Diplemacy on a book about Vietaam.
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After the fall of Saigon, many pro-
gressive intellectuals and former an-
tiwar-movement leaders believed
that the new Vietnamese regime
would bring internal democracy and
freedom from foreign domination.
They believed that the new regime
would pursue the best interests of the
people, honoring its promise to carry
out a policy of national reconciliation
without fear of reprisal. Far from ad-
hering to their promises, the Vietnam-
ese rulers have arrested hundreds of
thousands of individuals — not only

those who had cooperated with the

. Thieu regime but even those who had

not, including religious leaders and

" former members of the N.L.F.

Vietnam today is a country without
any law other than the arbitrary di-
rectives of those in power. There is no
civil code. Individuals are imprisoned
without charges and without trial.
Once in jail, prisoners are taught that
their behavior, attitude and *‘good
will’’ are the key factors in determin-
ing when they may be rcleased —
whatever crimes they may have com-
mitted. As a consequence, prisoners
often obey the guards blindly, hoping
for an early release. In fact, they
never know when they may be
released — or when their sentences
may be extended.

How many political prisoners are
there in Vietnam today? And how
many of them have died in prisons
during the first six years of Commu-
nist rule? Nobody can know the exact
numbers. The United States Depart-
ment of State has said there are from
150,000 to 200,000 prisoners; Vietnam-
ese refugees estimate about one mil
lion. Hoang Huu Quynh, an intellectu-
al, a graduate of Moscow University,

" whoserved as a director of a technical

school in Ho Chi Minh City (formerly
Saigon), recently defected to France
during his Government-sponsored
tour of European countries. He told
the French press: ““There are at least
700,000 prisoners in Vietnam today.”
Another witness, Nguyen Cong Hoan,
a former member of the reunified Na-
tional Assembly, which was elected in
/1976, who escaped by boat in 1978, said
that he himself knew “‘about 300 cases
of executions” in his own province of
Phu Yen. In 1977, officials in Hanoi in-
sisted that only 50,000 people, who
posed the greatest threat to national
security, had been arrested. But
Prime Minister Pham Van Dong said,
in the French magazine Paris Match,
on Sept. 22, 1978, “‘In over three years,
1 released more than one million

68

prisoners from the camps.” One won-

ders how it is possible to release more

than a million after having arrested

only 50,000,

When I was arrested, 1 was thrown
into a three-foot-by-six-foot cell with
my left hand chained to my right foot
and my right hand chained to my left
foot. My food was rice mixed with
sand. When I complained about the
sand, the guards explained that sand
-is added to the rice to remind prison-
ers of their crimes. I discovered that
pouring water in the rice bowl would
make the sand separate from the rice
and sink to the bottom. But the water
ration was only one liter a day for
drinking and bathing, and I had to

‘husband it carefully.

After two months in solitary con-
finement, I was transferred to a col-
lective cell, a room 15 feet wide and 25
feet long, where at different times
anywhere from 40 to 100 prisoners
were crushed together. Here we had
to take turns lying down to sleep, and
most of the younger, stronger prison.
ers slept sitting up. In the sweltering
heat, we also tock turns snatching a
few breaths of fresh air in front of the
narrow opening that was the cell’s
only window. Every day I watched my
friends die at my feet.

In March 1976, when a group of
Western reporters visited my prison,
the Communist officials moved out all
the prisoners and substituted North
Vietnamese soldiers. In front of the
prisons, one sees no barhed wire, no
watchtowers, only a few policemen
and a large sign above the entrance
that proclaims Ho Chi Minh’s best-
known siogan: “‘Nothing Is More Pre-
cious Than Liberty and Independ-
ence.”” Only those detained inside and
those who guard them know what kind
of place is hidden behind that sign.
And every prisoner knows that if he is
suspected of planning to escape, his
fellow inmates and relatives at home
will be punished rather than he him-
self. -

We will never know precisely the
number of dead prisoners, but we do
know about the deaths of many well-
known prisoners who, in the past,
never cooperated with President
Thieu or the Americans: for example,
Thich Thien Minh, the strategist of all
the Buddhist peace movements in Sai-

gon, an antiwar activist who

was sentenced to 10 years in
jail by the Thieu regime, then
released after an cutpouring of
protest from Vietnamese and
antiwar protesters around the
world. Thien Minh died in
Ham Tan prison after six

months of detention in ¥379.
Another silent death was that
of the lawyer Tran Van Tuyen,
a leader of the opposition bloc
in the Saigon Assembly under
President Thieu. This well-
known activist died in Commu-
nist hands in 1976, although as
late as April 1977, Prime
Minister Pham Van Dong was
telling French reporters that
Tuyen was alive and well in a
re-education camp. One of the

- greatest losses has been that

of the famous Vietnamese phi-
losopher Ho Huu Tuong.
Tuong, a classmate of Jean-
Paul Sartre’s in Paris in the
1930’s, was perhaps the lead-
ing intellectual in South Viet-
nam. He died in Ham Tan
prison on June 26, 1980. These
men were arrested, along with
many others among the most
prominent and respected
South Vietnamese, in order to
pre-empt any possible opposi-
tion to the Communists.
Some American supporters
-of Hanoi hawve ignored or ra-
tionalized these deaths, as
they have the countless other
tragedies that have befallen
Vietnam since 1975. It is more
than likely that they will con-
tinue to maintain their silence
in order to avoid the profound
disillusionment that accepting
the truth about Vietnam
means for them. Yet if liberty
and democracy are worth
struggling for in the Philip-
pines, in Chile, in South Korea
or in South Africa, they are no
less worth defending in Com-
munist countries like Viet-
nam. Everyone remembers
the numerous demonstrations
protesting United States in-
volvement in Vietnam and the
war crimes of the Thieu re-
gime. But some of those people
who were then so passionately
committed to democratic prin-
ciples and human rights have
developed a strange indiffer-

~ ence now that these same prin-

ciples are under assault in
Communist Vietnam. For ex-
ample, one antiwar activist,
william Kunstler, refused to
sign a May 1979 open letter to
the Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam in which many former an-
tiwar activists, including Joan
Baez, protested Hanoi's viola-
tions of human rights. Kuns-
tler said, ““I don’t believe in
criticizing socialist govern-
ments publicly, even if there
are human-rights violations,”
and, ‘““The entire Baez cam-
paign may be a C.LA. plot.”
This statement reminds me of
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tei to keep quiet and accept the sacri-
fice of one of your sons for democracy
and our country’s independence. . . .»’
After the Tet offensive in 1968, Tang
was exchanged for three American
colonels who had been prisoners of war
held by the Vietcong; then he vanished
into the jungle with the N.L.F. He had
visited many Communist and third-
world countries on behalf of the N.L.F.
during the war. Tang said in his news
conference: “*I was well aware that the
N.L.F. was a Communist-dominated
national united front and I was naive
enough to believe that Ho Chi Minh and
his party would place national interests
above ideclogy and would place the in-

terest of the Vietnamese people above -

the party’s. But the people and I were
wrong.”’

Truong Nhu Tang told of his own
knowledge of the way Communist rul-
ing circles operate: ‘“The Communists
are expert in the arts of seduction and
will go to any length to woo you over to
their side, as long as they don’t control
the Government. But once they are in
power they suddenly become harsh, un-
grateful, cynical and brutal.”” Tang
summarized current conditions in Viet-
nam: *‘The family is divided, society is
divided, even the party is divided.”

Looking back now on the Vietnam
war, I feel nothing but sorrow for my
own naiveté in believing that the Com-
munists were revolutionaries worthy of
support. In fact, they betrayed the Viet-
namese people and deceived progres-
sives throughout the world. The respon-
sibility for the tragedies that have en-
gulfed my compatriots is mine. And
now I can only bear witness to this truth
so that all former supporters of the
Vietcong may share their responsibility
with me.

While I was in jail, Mai Chi Tho, a
member of the Central Committee of

the Communist Party, addressed a se-
lected group of political prisoners. He
told us: ‘““Ho Chi Minh may have been
an evil! man; Nixon may have been a
great man. The Americans may have
had the just cause; we may not have
had the just cause. But we won and the
Americans were defeated because we
convinced the people that Ho Chi Minh
is the great man, that Nixon is a mur-
derer and the Americans are the invad-
ers.”” He concluded that *‘the key factor
is how to control people and their opin-
ions. Only Marxism-Leninism can do
that. None of you ever see resistance to
the Communist regime, so don’t think
about it. Forget it. Between you — the
bright intellectuals — and me, I tell you
the truth.””

And he did tell us the truth. Since
1978, the Vietnamese Communists have
occupied Laos, invaded Cambodia and
attacked Thailand, while the Soviet

Union has invaded Afghanistan. In
each of these depredations, the Com-
munists have portrayed themselves, in-
credibly, as liberators, saviors and bul-
warks against foreign aggression. And
each time, world opinion has remained
relatively quiescent.

But in Vietnam, people often remark:
“Don’t believe what the Communists
say, look instead at what they have
done.” Cne South Vietnamese Commu-
nist, Nguyen Van Tang, who was de-
tained 15 years by the French, eight
years by Diem, six years by Thieu, and
who is still in jail today, this time in a
Communist prison, told me: “*In order
to understand the Communists, one
must first live under a Communist re-

‘gime.”” One rainy ‘evening in Saigon’s

Le Van Duyet prison, he toid me: *My
dream now is not to be released; it is
not to see my family. My dream is that

1 could be back in a French prison 30
years ago.’’ This is the one wish of a 60-
year-old man who has spent his entire
adult life in and out of prison fighting
for the freedom and the independence
of his country. At this moment, he may
already have died in his cell or have
been executed by the new rulers.

The Vietnamese people wish to
achieve the real revolution; they do not
want Communism. The measure of
popular hatred for the Communisis is
that thousands of Vietnamese have
abandoned their historical attachment
to the land. Under French colonial
domination, throughout the long war
years, even during the catastrophic
famine of 1945 when two million starved
to death, Vietnamese simply did not
willingly leave their homeland — the
land of their ancestors’ graves. The re-
cent outpouring of refugees is a direct
result of the terror of the present re-
gime. Listen to another refugee,
Nguyen Cong Hoan, former N.L.F.
agent and member of the new unified
Assembly elected in 1976: ““This cur-
rent regime is the most inhuman and
oppressive  [Vietnam] has ever
known.”” Hoan escaped by boat in 1977,
after abandoning his position in the
Communist Assembly. ‘““The Assem-
bly,”” he declared, “is a puppet, the
members know only how to say yes,
never how to say no.””

Among the boat people who survived,
including those who were raped by pi-
rates and those who suffered in the
refugee camps, nobody regrets his es-
cape from the present regime. I am
confident that the truth about Vietnam
will eventually emerge. It is already
available to those who wish to know it.
As Solzhenitsyn has said, ‘‘Truth
weighs as heavy as the world.”” And
Vietnam is a lesson in truth.



















SECURI COUNCIL A ATD
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

July 24, 1981

Dear Mr. Toai: ‘ : U =
Messrs. Meese and Allen have asked ne to
thank you for your letters of July 4th.

I have taken the liberty of forwarding your
ietter and the enclosed position paper to the
Department of State, and suggest that you contact
them in the future for any exchange of views you
may wish to have with the Administration. To re-
mind you, the Vietnamese Desk Officer at the

tate Department can be reached at 202/632-3132.

With best wishes,

Sincerely, ,
\\ V1 ZC;Aﬂﬂb

Japmes Lilley

x7

Mr. Doan Van Toail
Research Associate
The Fletcher School
of Law and Diplomacy
Medford, Massachusetts 02155
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At the very moment where U.N. diplomatic activity is busy with the organisation
of an international conference on Cambodia and in order to clarify the current
debate on the Indochinese issue, the Vietnam National Salvation Committee
deems it useful to make public its 10 points Position :

1) The Moscow-Hanoi axis is a constant threat to peace and security in South
East Asia.

2) Hanol’s war communism is a permanent danger for peace in South East Asia.

3) Any compromise with Hanoi is illusory.

)

)
4) China has time on her side.
5) New options are open for the U.S. in South East Asia.
)

6) The ill of Indochina and South East Asia must be cured at its very souce:
Hanoi.

7) The internal situation is extremely critical for the Hanoi regime.
8) For a United Front of National Salvation for Vietnam.
9) For a large anti-Hanoi regional front.

10) For a new structure of Stability and Peace in Indochina.

After being for more than three decades, one of the most terrifying battlefields
in the world, Indochina is again torn apart by a new cycle of conflicts. In every
aspect the Indochinese crisis preoccupies the entire world. It is a serious threat

to Peace, Security, Freedom of the nations and the Human Rights in South
East Asia.

1 - The Moscow-Hanoi axis is a permanent threat to Peace ans Security
in South East Asia :

For a very long time, soviet hegemonistic objectives and Hanoi’s regional
ambitions have been converging in South East Asia. Hanoi and Moscow
signed their « Frienship and Cooperation» Treaty in November 1978, preceding
just one month Hanoi’s invasion of Cambodia! This « Pact» represents a very
important strategic break-through for Moscow in this area and may serve as a
springboard for Moscow’s future destabilisation actions in the area.

This push of Moscow in South East Asia together with its advance toward the
Persian gulf amplify the soviet southward thrust, a pincer movement in the
direction of the Indian ocean which is upsetting the global strategic balance
of power. The soviet have now important naval bases in Indochina, completing
thus the missing link of their naval strategy in the Asia pacific area. In the
long run the traffic of western war and merchant fleets is in danger. In this new
situation, Japan who depends desperately from the ouside for 90 % of her raw
materials, is the vulnerable link of the West.



On the other hand, South East Asia and particularly Thailand is permanently
threatened by Hanoi-soviet expansionism. Since a quite long time, the soviet
has had at their disposal the local communist parties as instruments of their
actions in this area. Recently, Moscow started using — through Lybia —
the moslem minorities in South East Asia with a view to undermining the
very fragile equilibrium existing between the different nationalities in South
East Asia. From now on, the soviet has, through Hanoi, a new « Cuba» in
South East Asia for their strategy of «controlled advance through desta-
bilisation».

2 - Hanoi’s war communism is a permanent threat for Peace in South
East Asia :

It is impossible to understand the current Indochina crisis and the preceding
conflicts without referring to Hanoi’s ideological and political options which
are those of war communism. Vietnamese communism has maintained,
through its historic affiliation to the Komintern, its original nature i.e. Indo-
chinese and internationalist.

On the regional level, Viethamese communism is a full participant to the
world revolution and particularly to the expansion of the soviet system. Under
the influence of surviving Komintern ideology, Hanoi’s leaders remain hard
believers in war communism dialectics. And from ist long clandestine resistance
experience the Vietnam Communist Party (VCP) has become a military
society more at home in war time than in peace.

The realisation of Ho Chi Minh Grand Design i.e. the unification of Indochina
under communism was only possible through and by warfare. Thus, the
VCP’s regional strategy from 1945 on aimed spreading the revolution alongside
the Mekong river through, first the reunification of Vietham under communist
regime, next the absorption of Laos and Cambodia.

Hanoi’s task is certainly not completed after the invasion of Cambodia in
1979. Moscow has charged the VCP with the mission of training local
communists in Thailand, Malaysia and surely other countries in South
East Asia. Proof: Brejnev and Le Duan agree that Indochina represents
nowadays a solid outpost base of communism in South East Asia.

Since its entry into the Comecon in June 1978, communist Vietnam has become
an integral part of the expanding soviet system in South East Asia, both on
the military and economic planes. The frienship and assistance treaties
imposed by Hanoi on Laos and Cambodia under the pressure of war tie these
two countries to Vietnam in the same may as the Warsaw Pact has done to
East European satellites of the Soviet Union.

At the present time, Hanoi receives manyfold aid from the soviet camp and
operates as an instrument of the soviet’s world hegemony system.



3 - Any compromise with Hanoi is illusiory.

South East Asian current diplomacy is dominated by the initiatives taken
by the gouvernments of the ASEAN (Association of South East Asian
Nations) group to organise an international conference on Cambodia, in
accordance with the october 22, 1980 U.N. resolution. However, are the
conditions sufficient for such a conference? and is a compromise possible
with Hanoi ?

The latter’s position remains unchanged despite some adroit manoevres and
dressings. This position confirms Hanoi’s determination to make «irreversible »
the situation in Cambodia and to obtain international recognition for the
puppet regime of Heng Samrin. Kurt Waldheim’s good offices, his special
envoy’s mediation mission and the initiatives of the moderate members of
ASEAN such as Indonesia have all failed face to the bad faith of Hanoi who
are supported in their stubborness by their soviet bloc allies.

On the other hand, it is unrealistic and inopportune to seek a compromise with
Hanoi’s fanatic leaders, particularly in the current balance of power in
Indochina. However serious may be Hanoi’s difficulties in Cambodia, the
VCP leaders still feel strong enough to dictate their law to the populations of
Indochina. They only know and respect the language of the armed force.
And they are encouraged in this attitude by Moscow for whom the war in
Cambodia is a chain with which the soviet union intends to tie enslaved
Vietnam to the soviet galley.

4 - China has adopted a protracted strategy

When ASEAN governments make initiatives towards a modus vivendi with
Hanoi, they underestimate the influence of China who actually has quasi veto
power on any solution of the Indochinese conflict. And China never hides her
determination to counter soviet-Hanoi’s grip on Indochina. After the «armed
lesson » of february 1979, Pekin has adopted a strategy much more costly for
Hanoi but less risky vis-a-vis Moscow. China now has chosen to destabilise
pro-soviet Indochina by arming all anti-Hanoi resistance movements, communist
and anticommunist alike, and also separatist ethnic minority groups.

Time is thus on China’s side and the latter has chosen to exploit Hanoi’s
difficulties in Cambodia to warn world public opinion against the threat of
the Moscow-Hanoi axis. She does not want to operate alone and unilaterally
and insists on the need for a concerted response. China expects much from
the converging interests between the countries of the Asia Pacific area face to
Russian expansionism, China’s moest dangerous ennemy : she seeks a strategic
entente with the United States and Japon and a lasting rapprochement with
the countries members of the ASEAN group.



Thus, China has drastically modified her policy regarding these countries.
She has promised to respect, the Zone of Peace, Neutrality and Freedom, as
promoted by the ASEAN group. China is doubtless willing to tolerate the
emergence of non-communist regime in Indochina, provided these maintain
good neighbourhood relations with her and keep out of soviet sphere of
influence.

5 - New options are open for the United States.

From 1975 to 1978, despite numerous difficulties, the United States government
was tempted to normalise relations with Hanoi, beleiving wrongly that this
would help transform communist Vietnam into an asiatic Yougoslavia.
However, the American government realised soon that the reality was that
Hanoi was not in any case tempted by Titism and prefered on the contrary
unconditional alignment with the soviet camp in order to complete her own
regional ambitions. The invasion of Cambodia by Hanoi’s troops happened
at an opportune time to cause a salutary impact on American diplomacy. The
current Indochinese crisis open new options for the U.S.

Indeed, with the Sino-American rapprochement, the traditional policy of
containment is under going a real strategic change. In this respect, Thailand,
because of her forefront situation, is found to play a more important role in
the Sino-American concerted policy of containment of soviet-Hanoi expan-
sionism. Concretely, following beefed up military aid to Thailand, the
Reagan Administration decided in may 1981 tu support the effort disployed
by China and the ASEAN countries with a view to encouraging the creation
of an anti-Hanoi United Khmer Front.

This decision aimes primarily at the presence of Hanoi’s troops in Cambodia.
But it may as well concern the whole pro-soviet Indochina, because Washington
desires that the independence of Cambodia and Laos should be respected
and the influence of the Soviet Union on the peninsula should be reduced. It
is no more the traditional policy of containment, but rather, in the long range,
the strategy of roll-back. It is, in accordance with this new options, that
President Reagan decided last february 1981 to send arms to the Afghanistan
resistance.

It is obvious that the United States can no longer stick to the traditional policy
of containment, whereas the frontline now passes in Latin America, in
Salvador i.e. at the doorsteps of the United States. Washington has chosen
a resolutely offensive strategy in order to solve the dilemmas of the policy
of containment. The roll-back strategy applies above all to the areas which
are not covert by the Yalta Pact.

6 - The ill of Indochina and South East Asia must be cured at its very
source : the Hanoi regime.

The unification of the Khmer resistance movement represents surely the
first step toward the creation of the new balance of power in Indochina.



Nevertheless, the settlement of the Indochinese crisis could not in any case
be concluded at an international conference on Cambodia, because the
existing balance of power is such that it is illusive to expect Hanoi to withdraw
her troops from Cambodia. As long as war-communism continues its role as
tool of soviet world hegemony ambitions, there could be no settlement in
Indochina.

Therefore, the solution must be founded at its very source, i.e. the Hanoi
regime. The mecanism of war communism must be broken, and in order to do
this all of Hanoi’s weaknesses and internal difficulties must be exploited. The
large potential resistance forces inside Vietnam should be mobilised in any
action against Hanoi regional hegemony, otherwise this would not be efficient
and successfull. Only a collapse of the Vietnamese communist system by
implosion or a popular uprising is susceptible to bring about a final solution
to the Indochina crisis.

The VCP is the «enfant terrible» of Asia and as long as its forces remain
intact, its revolutionary and expansionist course continues. Therefore, should
be exploited all internal, regional and international factors to cause continued
pressure on the Hanoi regime till the collapse from inside of war communism.
In other words, the popular uprising inside Vietnam should be organised
carefully.

7 - The internal situation is extremely critical for the Hanoi regime.

The conditions for a complete change in Indochina do exist, and do not depend
only on the international situation and Hanoi diplomatic isolation. The
agressiveness of the Hanoi regime outside Vietnam frontiers should not hide
from us the regimes’s weaknesses. War communism is leading the Hanoi
regime to mortal stalemate while the party is exhausted and the system
itself incurable, if not hopeless.

The party itself had lost its unity and its aura of infallibility. Every level in
the party structure is sick with corruption and the party has now become a
refuge for degenerated members whose sole interest is now gold. The revolution
is decomposed. For the last six years, the national economy has not been
able to satisfy the people’s need in food. And the population is now facing
disette. Military expanses swallow up 60 % of the budget and ruin the economy.
The current reshuffle at the head of the party indicates the political and
economic failures of the regime. This change has caused a series of purges
within the party, the unity of which is beeing seriously damaged.

The situation in South Vietnam is more critical for the party and its mainly
northern officials find it almost impossible to control the administrative
apparatus, the economy and the party-controlled mass organisations. Face
to the degeneration of revolutionary process and the systematic elimination
of South Vietnam’s true representatives, the majority of the population reject
any cooperation with the regime. However no legally organised opposition
as such exists in the country because of the totalitarian character of the
communist system. But does exist a deep rooted popular resistance, imaginative,
manyfold and adapted to the local conditions.



A certain number of armed resistance groups operate in many areas throughout
the country, and the freedom fighters look forward to receiving ouside aid and
to the unification of the political leadership. In the final analysis, the factor
which undermines the Hanoi regime down to its grass roots is the generalised
opposition of the Southern population to the oppressive tyrany that the
collectivist north has tried to impose. Thus, South Vietnam is now Hanoi’s
soft belly. The bulk of the population in the north are also morally devorced
from the communist regime which does not keep its wartime promises for
peace, higher standard of living and freedom. They refuse to participate
indefinitely to the war efforts.

8 - For a United Front of National Salvation.

Confronted with an endless war and an unprecedented disaster which may
lead the country to a mortal impasse, a Committee for National Salvation
was created on the december 27th 1980. This Committee aimes at regrouping
within a broad front patriots of all political opinions with a view to mobilising
the Vietnamese population inside and outside the country for a common goal,
i.e. the overthrow of Hanoi tyrany. The Committee operate in a fundamentally
new approach, towards the total collapse of the communist regime which
has entirely failed. It intends to promote the edification of a new society in
Vietnam, 1i.e. peaceful, pluralistic and free. It rejects the goulag system,
because this is alien to Vietnamese civilisation.

The Committee is convinced that the Vietnamese communist party has now
lost its historical legitimacy for good. The population in the south as well as in
the north has had a very bitter experience of communism. For the first time
in its history, the Vietnamese communist party is no longer ijfdentified with
nationalism from which it has always drawn its force. This is an unprecedented
situation.

The Committee for National Salvation intends to mobilise the entire population
against the Hanoi regime on the basis of a new popular and national legitimacy.
Vast popular forces are in moral secession and passive resistance against the
communist rule. Many freedom fighters inside and overseas are ready to join
an United Resistance Front. All of the potential forces are waiting for an
unified policital leadership. The Committee is determined to satisfy this
popupation will. It will propose in due time a most comprehensive political
plateform in order to unify all the resistance forces.

9 - For a large regional front against Hanoi’s hegemony.

A regional concerted strategy is most necessary face to soviet-Hanoi expansion-
nism in South East Asia and the Committee views its action as part of this
global strategy. This is the reason why it is seeking first and above all moral
support, political and material help from all the countries in the Asia Pacific
area concerned with the Hanoi-soviet hegemonistic threat.



First of all, the Committee supports the legitimate struggle of the peoples
of Cambodia and Laos with a view to driving out of their fatherlands Hanoi’s
occupation forces and to reestablishing the national independence, sove-
reignty and territorial integrity of their countries.

The Committee is willing to establish a continued concertation with the Khmer
and Laos resistance movements in order to define a common programme of
action against the Hanoi regime on the diplomatic, political and military
fronts.

The Committee proposes a tripartite alliance Laos-Cambodia-Vietnam for
peace, independence and freedom. This alliance, upon its creation, will lay
the foundations of a lasting regional cooperation on the basis of the principles
of peaceful coexistence: self determination, absolute respect of national
sovereignity and territorial integrity of each country of the peninsula.

The Committee also seeks the moral support and manyfold aid of the ASEAN
countries whose stability and security are threatened by soviet-Hanoi
expansionism.

The Committee is willing to contribute to their current efforts to arrive at a
lasting peace in Indochina. At the present time, the main question is to isolate
Hanoi on the diplomatic front.

The Committee looks forward naturally to moral support and material assis-
tance from the great powers of the Asia Pacific area namely China, the U.S,,
Japan and the ASEAN group, who are all directly concerned with the threat
of soviet hegemony. It is convinced that a solid sino-amirican entente in Asia
constitutes a decisive strategic factor to undo soviet-Hanoi grip on Indochina.

10 - For a new structure of stability and peace in Indochina.

It is of almost urgency that the Indochinese situation must be fundamentally
revised. It is essential for the peoples of this peninsula and of South East
Asia, to have a right view of the changing balance of power in this area and
to understand the factors which determine international politicis vis-a-vis
this region. Because of the will and drive for power of the Hanoi regime, the
Indochinese crisis has created an inextricable knot of national, regional and
international contradictions.

It is imperative that the nations of Indochina adopt a strict policy of national
independance. And it is urgent that Vietnam should renounce to her role of
an «outpost for socialism in South East Asia» and the three countries of
Indochina should seek with the ASEAN group a new formula of integrated
regional cooperation.
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