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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

July 24, 1981 

Dear Mr. Toai: 

Messrs. Meese and Allen have asked me to 
thank you for your letters of July 4th. 

-~D 

I have taken the liberty of forwarding your 
letter and the enclosed position paper to the 
Department of State, and suggest that you contact 
them . in the future for any exchange of views you 
may wish to have with the Administration. To re
mind you, the Vietnamese Desk Officer at the 
State Department can be reached at 202/632-3132. 

With best wishes, 

)(' 
Mr. Doan Van Toai 
Research Associate 
The Fletcher School 

of Law and Diplomacy 
Medford, Massachusetts 02155 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION July 24, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR JANET COLSON 

FROM: JIM LILLEY ~ -

SUBJECT: Mr. Doan Van Toai 

As advised in my memo to Dick Allen of April 14 (package 
attached at Tab III), I do not believe we should encourage 
any further correspondence with Mr. Toai. I have therefore 
written to him on behalf of Ed Meese and Dick Allen, with 
the hope that this will be the end of our exchange. 

RECOMMENDATION: That my letter to Mr. Toai 
and that further correspondence from him be 
State Department for direct reply. 

\ 
Approve • Disapprove 

be dispatched 
sent to the 

-----

Attachments 

~\-.1\~I 

Tab I 
II 
III 

Lilley ltr to Toai 
Toai ltrs of July 4th 
Previous correspondence 
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TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Adm. Bud Nance 

E™I~ 
Assistant Counsellor 
to the President 

The attached was received by Edwin 
M2ese III and requires s:pecial handling 
by your office and staff for response. 

Please handle as appropriate and forward 
a copy of your response with the in
coming to Ellen Strichartz, Room ~ OEOB, 
Ext 7489. 493 

Thank you. 



JU!_ 2 2 1981 

MEDFORD TUFTS UNIVERSITY MASSACHUSETTS 02155 

(617) 628-5000 

THE FLETCH ER SCHOOL OF LAW AND DIPLOMACY 
Administered with the• cooperation of Harvard Un1vers,ty 

July Fourth 1981 

Mr. EIWIN r-1F' . .ESE III 
Counselor to the President 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

In the heart of hope on the World peace and the Freedom ideology, I 
am rrore than happy to send you the POSITION PAPERS of the VIE'INAM NATIONAL 
SALVATION COMMI'ITEE which has been recently fo:rne<l in Paris to gather eve:r:y 
body to fight the current Conmunist regirre in Vietnam. 

Mr. Truong Nhu Tang, a founder of the fonrer National Liberation Front, 
forrrer Justice Minister of the fonrer Viet Cong governrrent, who escaped from 
the Vietnarrese Communists last year, is now the spokesman of the Corrrrnittee. 
(He wishs to redeem his past errors of supporting yhe Corrmunists) . 

The top priorities of the National Salvation Corrrrnittee are: 

1- To unite the patriots of all JX)litical colours with the exreption 
of the Corrmunists, to help Vietnarrese J)eople abroad and within the count:r:y 
to overthrow the present regirre in Vietnam. 

2- To rrolilize the general support from the World public opinion. 
3- To gain the support f rom those who oppose Soviet expansionism and 

hegerronism in South east Asia, specifically the United States, China, Japan , 
the Southeast Asia and Western Europe countries. 

The objectives of the Vietnam National Salvation Corrrrnittee are : 
1- To car:r:y out the Vietnarrese Nationalist Revolution in Vietnam, 

by overthrow the current Comrmmist regirre in Vietnam to establish a new 
regi.rte of FREEIXJvl, JUSTICE , HUMAN DIGNITY and NON-OJJ\'MUNIST in accordance 
with Vietnam2se traditions and aspirations. 

2- To prorrote and consolidate for Indochina a new structure of 
stability and peace based on the absolute respect of the fundanental national 
right of the peoples of Camoodia, Laos, especially the genuine neutrality 
of the three Indochina countries. 

I believe that the objectives of the VN.N,S.C. are corrpatible with 
those of your count:r:y and the situation in Southeast Asia. I think that 
the VN.N.S.C. therefore is worthy to receive your rrost valued su::::>port. 

Res;,1rtfully your~ 
// ✓,,.,,_ "4 , 

Doan Van Toai 
Research Associate 

Cable: FLETCHER TELEX/TWX: 710-328-1128 



MEMORANDUM 195.7 
.1_;.1 
O(r I 

~ f 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

May 26, 1981 

KATHERINE CAMALIER 

ALLEN J. LENZ (;at 
Correspondence ~Jh Mr. Doan Van Toai 

02- ":; S 'f S 

In your letter of May 12, 1981, to Mr. Van Toai you stated 
that Mr. Allen's staff would be in touch with him once they 
had reviewed the meeting request. 

Attached is a letter from Mr. Allen to Mr. Van Toai dated 
April 20, 1981. As you can see, this letter responded to 
Mr. Van Toai's March 30, 1981, letter to Mr. Baker. 

The NSC Staff recommends no further communication with 
Mr. Van Toai. 

Attachment 

Letter to Mr. Van Toai from Mr. Allen, dated April 20, 1981 
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NEWSWEEK/JUNE 30, 1980 =:::=:=:=:=:=:::::::=:=:=:=::=::=:=::::::=:=:=:==::::=:==:::=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:==; 

A Saigon Defector's Story 
At 6:30 each morning, Truong Nhu Tang punches the time 

clock at the Michelin tire plant in Poitiers, France. Only two • 
men at Michelin-the factory manager and the personnel 
chief-know that the clerk is the former Justice Minister of 
Vietnam's National Liberation Front. More recently, Tang 
became one of the "boat people" -and the highest-ranking 
Vietnamese defector to surface in the West. Last week, in 
an interview with NEWSWEEK'S Edward Behr, the 57-vear
old Tang described how he had worked with the Viet Cong 
to overthrow the government of Sou.th Vietnam, only to discover 
"that I had made one huge mistake." 

The son of middle-class Saigoriese parents, Tang grew up 
the very model ofa Vietnamese anti-imperialist. After earning 
?. law degree in France during the 1950s, he returned home 
as a businessman and secretly helped to found the NLF. Jailed 
after an informer exposed him, Tang was exchanged in 1968 
for three American prisoners of war; then he vanished tnro 
tbe jungle, where he became Justice Minister at COSVN, the 
Front's s.::cret headquarters. Tang was not a Communist: his 
objective was to defeat American "'imperialism" and to achieve 
"·national reconciliation" in South 
Vierna:n. ·"\Ve knew that reunifica
tion [ ,;;,irh ~orth Vietnam] was the 
u!ri:.a.are goal, but we expected the 

. procaS to L?..ke time," he said. "1 
was for reunification, but not for 
domin.,nion. •• 

Tang and ua;:ionalists like him 
were shortchanged by Hanoi. "In
stead of a government of national 
coalicion," he said, "unification was 
forced upon us." After the fall of 
Saigon in 1975, Tang took charge 
at che Justice Ministry, assembling 
a staff that included Communists, 

nationalists and former functionaries of the Nguyen Van Thieu 
regime. But the North Vietnamese insisted that Thieu's men 
undergo "re-education." "Gradually, more and more people 
were taken away, and they didn't return," said Tang, whose 
brother was among the detainees. Meanwhile, "Communist 
cadres from the nonh descended like locusts. Very soon a 
committee of hard-core Communists within the ministry began 
to take all decisions. There never was a date when Hanoi • 
said: 'The NLF government is to be disbanded.' It simply 
withered away." • 
• Culprits: Finding he had no useful role to play, Tang retired 

to a small family farm outside Saigon and began to plot his 
escape. Last August, he made it to an Indonesian island in 
a boat packed with 64 refugees. "Things in the South have 
never been as bad as they are now," Tang said. "Current 
repression is far worse than it was in Thieu's day, and now, 
in addition, there is nothing to eat. Hanoi officials blame the 
war, defoliation, the Chinese and the Americans-all except 
the real culprits: themselves." The ravages of American de
foliation have been exaggerated to explain the catastrophic 
agricultural situation, he charged: "The real reason is that 
the P.easants have decided, as a form of protest, not to raise 
any food except what they themselves need." 

Tang maintains that Hanoi's lead
ers are "not even intelligent enough 
to play the Soviets off against the 
Chinese," and Vietnam is now •'just 
a Soviet satellite.'' He says he will 
continue the "struggle for freedom ." 
But for him, the prospects are not 
bright, and he admits that "there 
isno organized opposition tO the Ha- . 
noi regime." Like many Southern
ers, Tang was fooled once by the 
Communists, and he may never get 
a chance to live it down. 

FAY WILLEY with EDWARD BEHR 
in Poitier,; 

I 

• \ • ,forrn~ei Official Criticizes -Regime},: . 
/ /l_n V_i~tnam as-Corrupt and· Stupid 

-. - - - - --· ~T~~y'h~N-~~y~~k-T.i~~~~(~~f~;;~=~j~:irii 
Soviet Nuclear Facilities in Vietnam'? • - .T iJN F t 1 • 1-,J,~,:;, ~-~the-~;~5:;111:fl Vietnam, todaY 

. • , - , -· - • ...........g Vietnamese O:nnmu-· 
. Truong Nhu Tang, a high-ranking Vietnamese defector now • ~ Party as mrrupt and inmmpetent. 
m Pans, says the Soviet Union is building piers and other facilities • •. T~ N1ru Tang, who served as JU.S: 
to_ service nudear submarines at a former U.S. supply base in ti~ Minis"..er, told~: "The party 
Vietnam. Tang1saformerjusticeministerin Vietnam's Communist _coocertraall t.es pawer m.- the _hands of a 
reg· p t · · • . sen caste 01 corrupt and mconroetent . !lDe. en agon sources mamtam there 1s no evidence to suppon !Al:reaucrats and • out th • 
his story b t fi • • t u· ,. cames L e most . , u ?reign m e igence agents say they have been told stt!pid and criminal class struggle .. " 
t-1,at U.S. ~atellite photos have confirmed Tang's report of nuclear •. Mr. Tang, who said be had arrived in 

. tstruction. at Cam Ranh Bay. Such an installation would fa. . Pat_'i.s recemly m temporary •e,:;ile, ~ 
'cr:fitate a Soviet presence in the Indian Ocean. sc:nbed the eaJDOmic policies ot Vietnam 

... _ ___ __ _ ___ _ _ as a completf! failure. 
' NEWSWEEK,IFEBRUARY 16, 1981 -He said Vietnam's alliance .·with the 

Soviet Union bad isol.ated the Hanoi Gc,v-.; 
ernment from China. ''No COt!D.try can 
1..tYe in hostility with a great ~ with 
,;rtric.h k ~ -~ eternally.to share 
a border, , besaid. . • :, : ·i. :: .·, _. 
>i:::. 



FAR . EAST~RN ECONOMIC RE VIEW 

... HCi'no·"'if tecrccwtr ·',1iiiie;:•, 
• •.• , ; • .. ·/;>-'.•-..., :,----· : . .. >·.. -:. . : : ..... _.•: ·~:;.· ~ """': -?,._~J --~:• :~_-it.:~/.~ "ff -~:_ r·f:".:_;-...,:~·, ;._: •. ·:, . ::·.:_~ .;_•~:·::<4f•';:~·, ·:~~•; .~.~;.:~~ 

. ;~Disillusioned revcilutionaries:prepareto launch an insurgen-cy·· 
? · and seek links in• indochina __ and help fro~ Washington .; :··' :~\.\':~\ 

-~~-··:;~:;.: By;i},;;;;:;;11:;:i\~Xitff~~t:t~t.~~\~:±:;f:.i::~~}i:_:;::\ :i~~:;:{}¼{:}:\j\;\ -
, . · . , Paris: Truong Nau T~i; m.inisterof.jUS.:-._ '.. a:ppea~ t~:cI~It~ssoc_iated '0th Peking: 
. : .:~-tice in thefmmer ProVJsionaI. Revolutmn- . ; his poli&f ,he says~ 1s of independence and 

-;~' aryGovernment(PRG)~f_SouthVietnam: • sovereignty-;·,or ... relying first on our own 
• ,-~ who fled to France last year;. ii.ready to • ;- stierigth. Weare seeking support through: · 

lead a Committee-for National Salvatio~· • ()Ut the world~ from those who oppose So
·~· - againstwhat..he-ea.lls Hanoi's:t0talita~a~~:: : viet: ~!J.egemoni~m .. and · hegemonism . in· 

. ism.. T~g~: vrl_lo spe~}~ven· :ye~ as'. a ~ , Southeast'&ia;:including by ,Chiri_~_._ 
• . guerilla m the Jllllgle uotil1975, said! ~For. , · . . . • . 

·~ <: the-moment we have oA{y 'a standing com~: : EK ft bave . .-~very .. · good relations \\'1th 
/.:::'·' mittee; <>!wJiic1! I ~ -th7-spoke~m~; w~; / .: . ! [former_ KaITipuchean p~erriier] ·son 
. ;/'. are . not yet. active: _He: "':o,uld, :~~ti say; ; San~, the c~amn~ of the Khmer People's 
. • <;_ how__c=ver; fro~:~hich _ _couptry h~ mtf:n~ --- Nat1onal L1berat1on Front, who was also 
~:;-:':;. operating. ; :.'· -:,;?,.(Y·:>fi'-f::))Jf:;',/-J; ·i in Peking at the tum of the year; with the 
_;,~~-.'·_:;.;~:Tang. recently re~ed;to Pans·.~~er_,a:: Khmer Rouge : [Thiounn Mumm was 
,. ___ SIX-week tour ~f China.Be had been mVlt:a. : : Tang's schoolmate and in the past had 
, ;_ i c · ed • by: _the·- Chinese and-· by Hoang -Van- con tacts with Khmer Rouge leaders] lead
,,._:.,-;:_:Roan, another -\:ietname~ __ defector now; • ers at the Kampuchean border, and with 
:'~ \ in•Peking;' a forme~ member of the: Viet~ • Prince Norodom Sihanouk," said Tang. "I 
: . , __ namese_. Commumst··~arfy~s ·_· pohtburo • met him in Peking last September; both of 
--~ :, ;~:- · · wnos:e · flight ,: was :):eve,aJect J::,y .-'the:. us are in the same situation, disillusioned 
;.;·.\)tEviEw in Ju_IyJ979:·.:·: :"!'.·', ~-;: :/. ·' .' ·:'.,:'}: because \_Ve th~)Ught that our rc:volutionary 

: ,_ •. 'U!.~p.lltt£:x,foi;l.'llil!Q.~§.a_Ix¾~~: commumst friends would be first of all 
. ,. the first antl-governmcnt movement to O 

• patriots; but, after the liberation, they . 
·._ . : .created since 1975, and_ the . ~firstViet- . ·,·induJ ed._.- , · · .. - -~•c,· -0 .... , ,._ ,4 

, _ilamese_ componeet of a ~uture Indoc~· :•r_emJ}Slll1\ ~ :--.~,.:n';~;[~,~~~~.~~ 
. nese uruted front, accordmg to Tang,_"1s • _ -"~h it ·1d-- • • ·h·" ·::.·. · ,. , : . · ~:- : ·,\, 

- - · · ooen .to everybo<ly ·opposed to Hanoi's · ,. ~ou to n:ie.!_atheremamedthe_ 
- . , clictatorship \\·ithout taking into account '.. JTlASt _yietnamophile:,of all Khmers.;_. He 
.• ,. ,.· • ··tb1d' me that we must k h t • • , •• • · their fom1er positions." He said the situa- . . . . now ow o-mam-· 
• • tion. is different from what it was before·. ; tam good ~elations, w_i_th a pqwerful neigh: 
- • • • • • bou'r as .. :V1etnam should h' d , ·th· ,_ ... ,. " 1975. ~It is no more a· foreign war~ it_ is · '. Cl'l.ina _,, .' . . -~ve ~n_e WI . 

• ,! now ··a· problem -arriong Vietnamese be- L . •. ,Relanons_are also good.Wlth the 
-- tween those who stand for. the dictato~hip.. ~o msurgents, from the southern right-

• - • wmo-ers to th Ch' • th ,' oftheproletar:iatandtbosewhowantade- 0 . epra;- m<:se .m enorth, 
• mocratic reo-ime." Brit Tang realises that a.nd ~e clanl}s Path et Ll!9 defectors are ac:: 
•. . • o--: . , hve m the Savannakhet area He has · ·d • "rune 1s working for the present ·regime .. • .- . , • ma -
, ' and;in two generations, there will be·oo . diti~>n eStabhshed contacts with.the ~rant 
' . .. ;_more opposition possible-:' -r :~ ~ :, ; · •. :,•: .. • ·, Un_i Po_ur La L_utte_ Des Races _Oppnmees 
·-:. Tan~ said bringing togethe~ so ni~~y i-[.:.· w~ch 15 creanng msec_urity in the south 
_ fugee organisations~ weakened by roli-· Vietnamese Cent~al ·Highlands and _"has · 

. . ·ca1 d aJ • 1 • 1 • b 'Id • sent a representatlve abroad " - ~-· ,. --... 
• -. , t:1 an person nvames - to m a Ab ·d h • • ·• · • · ' 

• • .. ' credible . movement ·ready 1o· take over n ge ea~woul<tbeopenedinoneo( 
•• - . ·' • • those areas hich ff . d d • •• •. ' .-··from ·the "monlmnd groups in South Viet:..' . . ~ a or e a~ to _Viet...: 

• : . ·--nam". will be difficult. He kriows very well n~m if {)(?~_ible , overland, _he said. Tang 
~-/ :._that . supporters -of· ~he -J~er ,llnited~ : :;1u1~~~ .m cadres ~e ~as .beer ~raining to_ 
'.s·/ _: States~supported Saigon· regime are ha~d-· fare ,, •. psy~h?logica~ .an_~ m1htazy ;war~; 
; ·• ly likely to trust someone who fought with . .·: But Ns_rni::q.ns remam very limited . 

• • , • as he has nor yet ·a •• t d ·a · ff • d b' 
-~..:.--PRG fo~ces: ~is is w~y he wants to pfay • PeJcjri , , :;: :.?.-· ,' ·._.0 •~!:!-1./ , ';.'al .::? ~_..,eI_L;, -~ 

• ·down ·h1s relat10ns-WJth··Hoan :,¥ho, · he · g._._ -.. . .-. · -: .,·, .-- : -.--'<}-. _;· -~ ·,_-, .. :.:· ... ;..,,::-~-.: 
.. · ·says, is "very old, sick and has cut back his :rang says he is the first non-communist • 

• activities a great de_aL:' .. , .. _ ·. ! ·. • ... .. _. ._ ; ,-- :·,, · · Vietna_mese opponent to strike a deal with 
Nevertheless durin<> their talks in Pe- the Chinese; moreover, his defection from 

k:ing':tTietwo~ efccti5t ~ tnou°£J1trom Ho Chi Minh City has shown that some • vefx different backgi-ouncfs;tfiesoutnern fo~er southern r~voluti<?naries might not ·• 
t,.<nirg_eois intell<:'ctua! on infonenifi1a;:_ ; ~e 1mmune to anti-Han01 Chinese propa-

• awi..JM.........!.IBrdlio_t:;__QI.q-Chinese _p2 !:!J . 0 ~
ncta. However, !3t pres~nt the odds seem . 

member and one of the closest associates st111 stacked he~v1ly aga.mst Tang and· his 
of late Vietnamese leader Ho Chi Minh on ' small team of fnends. . • fil ·:;-
~mbi:I;-=.: say they haveachleveda·com- MAioi lJ; 1ss, • f~ • ,: 5 
plete identity of views; especially on the • = EASrullHCONOMICR5Vlf(('}, 
necessity of- maintaining good-neighbour • • • • .• :,_--~ 
relations with China; this is, said Tang, in 
the interests of the two countries, but the 
present Hanoi leadership has deviated 
from that path. "We must re-establish 
those relations and, for that, overthrow 
the Hanoi leadership which conducts that 
anti-Chinese policy." . 

At the same time, Tang does not want to 

FRIDAY, \APRIL 24, 1981 
• Trnong Nhu Tang recently • f0rmed . in 
Paris a front called the National Salvation 

ourici l io ather all Vietnamese to fl o-ht 
t e current ommumst regime m 1etnam. 
Truong Nlrn Ta ng, one of the to1:1nders of 
the National Liberation Front (Viet Cong_) 
and a former justice minister of the proV1· 
sional revolutionary government, fled the 
country in a tiny boat in 1979. Truo~g Nhu 
Tang says he ; feels sorrow_ about ~~ past 
naivete and W1shes to continue to fl_.,ht for 
the independence and freedom of his com· 

atriots. JJ. V. T • J 

New York Times· 
'Magazine/March 29, 1981 

Listen to Truong Nhu Tang, 57 years 
old, a founder of the N.L.F., former 
Justice Minister of the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government, more re
cently one of the boat people. Tang es
caped in November 1979 and is now Jiv
ing in Paris. He told reporters of his ex
perience in a news conference in Paris 
in June 1980. Twelve years earlier, he 
said, .. when he had been jailed by the 
Thieu regime for his Communist activi
ties, his father came to visit. "Why," fie 
asked .Tang, "have you abandoned 
everything - a good job, a rich family 
- to join the Communists? Don't you 
know that the Communists will betray 
you and persecute you, and when you fi
nally understand, it will be too late to 
wake up?" Tang, an intellectual. an
swered his father: "You would_ do .bet-

ter to keep quiet and accept the sacri
fice of one of your sons for democracy 
and our country's independence .... '' 

After the Tet offensive in 1968, Tang 
was exchanged for three American 
colonels who had been prisoners of war , 
held by the Vietcong; then he vanished 
into the jungle with the N.LF. He had 
visited many Communist .and third
world countries on behalf of the N.L.F. 
during the war. Tang said in his news 
conference: "I was well aware that the 
N.L.F. was a Communist-dominated 
national united front and I was na·ive 
enough to believe that Ho Chi Minh and 
his party would place national interests 
above ideology and would place the in
terest of the Vietnamese people above • 
the party's. But the people and I were 
wrong." 

Truong Nhu Tang told of • his own 
knowledge of the way Communist rul-

• ing circles operate: "The Communists 
are expert in the arts of seduction and 
will go to any length to woo you over to 
their side; as long as they don't control 

. the Government. But once they are in 
power they suddenly become harsh, un
grateful, cynical and brutal." Tang 
summarized current conditions in Viet
nam: "The family is divided, society is 
divided, even the party is divided." ~v.r 
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· · .: · . ' . . , . .. ', I b . . . . , · r:j , TI~is perception hos led national- :, 

By Thomas Kamm 
PARIS, June 27 (IHT) -Truorig : 

Nhu Tnng, a founding member of 
the Communist-controiled National • 
Libcrntion Front or South Vietnam 
and lite justice minister of the Pro
visional Revolutionary Govern
ment , escaped from Vietnam Inst 
fall us a simple boat person, feeling 
betrayed hy the North Vietn,uncsc 
Communi sts and let down by his 
former comrades. 

Mr. Tang, 57, is, along with 
Hoang Van Honn, a former mem
ber of the Politburo who defected to 
Chinn in 1979, the highest-ranking 
personality to escape from Vietnam 
sinct" the Commumsl takeover. 

• ·. •. · • • "•.; \., 1sts hke. Mr. Tang to doub1 the pn- -, 
tral and :prosperous South Vic'!~ < • ':' trioti~rn or Yie1name..1e Commurusts 
nnm" before unifying the country \'. ' and t.heir sincerity during the 1·cnrs , 
"~tep by step .. . on the basis or. ~ . they supported the National Liber• :· . 
d1scuss1ons ancl agreement hctwoon'l¥ ation hont and it3 miHtary arm. ·-~ 
both ~on~.~. without coercion by' ei-_ ,\ the Viet Co!1g. , . . . . • 1 
ther side. , I· ''! "111e V1e1namese Communists :, 

~~t thi~ policy, repeatedly cm- _ ~ are profe.~sional seducer~, fu_ll or nt- ,; 
pham.e.d 1n the progrnms of holh ·'c lontwns when they are oot Ill pow- i 
the Nutional Liberation Front and .;, , er,'' said Mr. Tang. "But once they ,J 
lhe PRG .and acknowledged by t11e . . held power, they turned into insen- , 
1973 Pnrt,s pence agreements, wus \. " sitivc, ungrnteful, cynical und brutal 
"flouted ~y lhe Communists," who ;1 humo.n beings. ,' . • · ,1 
used the rnpid collapse or t.he :L . "ll should be up ,to the .Viel• ; 
~aigon re~i1~e in ,I 975_ to "di~ert for .~S •. namcsc people to [ind thdr own , 
,ts ow!' profit a lustonc occasion for ··,;,: 1 rorm or society thRt corresponds i 
th~ V1etn,mese . people,'' . Mr. Tan, 1~ politically, economically und soci~I•': 
sa•.~- • , . ,. . : -_ · ... i. rft . ly 10 the soul of the country, lo II.I :·. 

I was convinced that once .~ ':1 , , stale or dc:velopm1:nt. Instead, lhc , 
had reg;·ned independence, ;' it't . Communist Party wants to build a · 

. . . ·,:.. r,. _. , ,, woul~ be s~ibl~ to cooperate ~th',/i, . nali1)n whose nmhiti~ns for power 
N?w, five yea~s after .. t!te Com,: , . -· ,;:{jt·;· ··■I the Com umsts m the cons1ruct1on ~; . go. beyond the matenal R.nd mqral 11 

Alms of Movement 

mun1sts won the w.a~, hheraled ;, 'ti~;;'f]:, · \ of a ~en~neiy democratic socielYt}\ , resources of th~ i:-ountry ., ;· (Vi~t~ J 
the South and reumf1ed the cou~- ~; . :- lJ.If ·•·· .: he ~01d .. '.Bui I.hey ~ shc<l the urillt~·J tnam) is die .Asian Cuba ,o( Soy,qt J 
try , Mr. Tang de.nounced them m , t,;;t •),; ".r cation process. As time went by, LJ expansionism." 
an interview in Paris, where he has '!"?,\, / . J i realized that th~ just cuuse or ind~\;: .; • 1l1e Soviet Union pours mi)itary .. 
sought refug~ r~or~ t~e "tyranny _: i. f }Mt .~• pendcnce and liberty had been be- _,(\ : aid into Yi_etn11m worth a!l. estlll)lll•i 1 
and the totuhtanamsm or the cm- , . . . ,.,r .. traycd bl tho leaders of the Viets}~ ed $3 m1lhon a d11y. Pol111cal ana- , -~ 
rent Vietnamese regime, which he Truong Nhu Tang l ! : namese <;:ommunisl Party. ln~tead ::. . lyst~ believe thi\l V1ctnnm ili an e x- .• 

lohcled "a s.:rvant of the Soviet Un- ' '· f · I ' ' • 1• or a policr of rccondliatioi:l nnd na- it cellent inve.,tmtnt. for · the · Soviet ' , 
ion." . • the American int'e~crition and th~ tional e;oncord, they cr,nducted aj i Union, givin& the Russians the _u~( \. 

~!· Tang's statement~ provide ·a. de.spotism of a ) orrnpt , govtm- ~olic7, of;, :vengeance ; and repret:< ~.· ' of fon'ner U/1: mllic.o.ry f~cilitie, •• i. 
sinking ~xample of the. nft ~et ween mcnt." He . said the Communist-, sion, ·, j • . ; • , ,'J, i: fr well , as prQv1d1~g them . ~Ith I\D .tOl•.: 1 
Soul~ V1ctna~ese nauonahsts ~nd controlled • Nati9n,u Liberation . Mr. '_f!ling believes that _1h1s po!lcY. T .. portnnt stra~cg1c l.,nse m an, ,ullA J. 

the Comrnumsts, who at one lime Front, which heciLme thee PRO in is mouva,t1 solely by 1deolog~calf : whcr~ , U .S: 1n0uence 11od,1m1hla.1y_:; 
fought for the same cau~e. . . 1969, was a nationalist movement · r~asons. I V-.,0 knew. _that the obJl,lC'- .,.• , sirfmgth are at .a loW,ebb. . . • , 1, '., 

Mr . Tung joined the Natlboal that intended to "bl.lild an indc~ t1 ~e of tht Conunumst .Party wa! Lo 1{ , . Dut the conse~uenc;e, for Viel· ., 
Liberntloo Front lo ••fight _ again~! 1pendent, democra~ic, peaceful, neu- seri.c po •er. But '!'e though~ that • . nam ore see~ os ,~olatwn fro~ . the , 

• • • • ·, . • • i . , • they wu, led to sc.1z.e power m the , rest of the world and , hosulll)' , 
• -· " --··-··-·+ ···.L- - l-.~ -..... i, • .:. .c. interest of the 1:,eopic and not in the l ' 1oward Chino. • ·, . . .;: I I i.'- ,..- . .i. .~ - ., ---

! , interest t;,f the Communist idcolo- ·1· 

!, ' I : gy." · , ·;: ', 
11 , ' : - -· ---·- - ·i ' ' ' ,, 

( ''1'11;(" 1'. I j 
·1 

( 

-; .. , , · Geopolitical 'Mi, take' 

·"Vietnam no l0nger receives tech
nical or finnn<:inl help. or even mor
al s11p\)orl from n11 yone save the So
\'ie l l. nion, and 1he Soviet Union 
alone cannot carry Vi e.lnutn on its 
bock fo rever," continurd Mr. Tnng . 
"Moreover, by opposing China, 
Vietnam has co111m1llcd a geopol ili-

: cal and histori1:11I mi~tuk e, bt'l:ause 
, no country can live in a s111 te of hos

tility toward China, wilh which 
Vietnam is condcntn('.d to eternally 

; share ils border." ! 
, He ~ecs four hasi c contradict.ion, 

raci11g the Vietnamese ConununiJts : 
'., • ldoologicttl . Vit~tnam is 1mnu-

lng e "Marll.i5t-Leninisl brand ol 
• worldng-dass Communism'' in a 
. prcdomi11a111ly peas1rnt country. 
,: • Economic, "The parly has 
. boasted that it can pass <lir01: tly 
' (rorn II feud al and colonial stx.:ie1y 
' to a Conununist one without pass-

ing through u capitalist phai;c that 
. would give them the necessa ry ma
, tedal and industrial bases." Be e.1ti
ml\t ed thnl Vietnam annually hus a 

· shortfall of between 2 nnd J million 
tons or st11ple foods. 

'·: • PoljticaL "TI1e discrepancy he
. t-..,een lhc ambitious ohjcdives and 
, the very limitod means has lo<l the 
.. leaders ~o commit}crious strateiic 
, and tactical error~. . . 
,' • Social . TI1e party-stole is devel-· 

oping "a class of corrupt hureau
. crats that enlarges 1he gar betwecm 
: the pnrly and the pe,.,ple.' 
'· 111e pkture \hat emerged fonn 

Mr. Tang's description is or R coun
.:. try facing deep economic and politi
f cal problem~ whose only ~o\ution 
. would be n ch11nge of co1irse h).' the 

; regime. lltls seems highly unhlccly1 ' 
i' • ccor<ling lo Mr. Tong, but he ~uid 

t.h.l't tho mood ia one of "di,"ff.,-;:-
• tion, or g,me111l popular di scontent'' 
. althpu~h the porulntion 11111nif cs\s 
only ' ; pn,ssive resistance to the re .. 
Jinie.'' · • 

However, Mr: Tang warned that 
an explosion , could take place if 
••war Rnd misery continue." l lc said 

• the go al of his "temporary exile' ' . 
wn» IC> organlLe resistance. 

., _ 

( 
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(617) 628-5000 

TUFTS UNIVERSITY 
THE FLETCHER SCHOOL OF LAW AND DIPLOMACY 

Administered with the cooperation of Harvard Un,vers;ty 

July Fourth, 1981 

Mr. RilliARD V. ALLEN 
Assistant to the President 
For National Security Affairs 
The White House 

r::ear Mr. Allen: 

MASSACHUSETTS 02155 

In the heart of hope on the World peace and the Freedom ideology, I 
am rrore than happy to send you the POSITION PAPERS of the VIETNAM :t:--IATIONAL 
SALVATION COMMITTEE which has been recently formed in Paris to gather every 
body to fight the current Corrmunist regime in Vietnam. 

Mr. Truong Nhu Tang, a founder of the forrrer National Liberation Front, 
fo:rmer Justice Minister of the fo:rmer Viet Cong goverrurent, who escaped from 
the Vietnarre.se communists last year, is now the spokesman of the Comnittee. 
( He wishs to redeem his past errors of supporting the Cormnunists. ) 

The top priorities oft.he National Salvation Comnittee are: 

1- To unite the patriots of all political cnlours with the exception 
of the Conmunists, to help Vietnarrese people abroad and within the cnunt:r:y 
to overthrew the present regirre in Viet.riam. 

2- To rrobilize the general support from the World public opinion. 
3- To gain the support from those who oppose Soviet expansionism,and 

hegerronism in Southeast Asia, specifically the United States, China, Japan, 
the Southeast Asia and Western Europe Count.fies. 

The objectives of the Vietnam National Salvation Comnittee are : 

1- To carry out the Vietnarre.se Nationalist Revolution in Vietnam, 
by overthrew the current Communist regirre in Vietnam to establish a new 
regirre of FREEIJOM, JUSTICE, HUMAN DIGNITY and NON-CCMMUNIST in accordance 
with Vietnamese traditions and aspir ations. 

2- To prom:::>te and consolidate for Indochina a new structure of 
stability and peace based on the absolute respect of the fundarrental national 
right of the peoples of C&"llbodia, Laos, especially the genuine peutrality 
of the three Indochina countries. 

I believe that the objectives of the VN.N.S.C. are compatible with 
those of your country and the situation in Southeast Asia. I think that 
the VN.N.S.C . therefore is worthy to receive your rrost valuable support. 

TELEX/TWX: 710-328-1128 
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C o / 72 .-------
May 12, 1981 

Dear Mr . Van Toai: 

Thank you for your l etter of Maroh 30 .. I apologize for 
the delay in responding, but recent c i r cumstances have 
left Mr . Baker behind in bis correspondence. 

~1r. Baker read with interest your material regar ding the 
contributions that you and Mr .. Truong Nhu Tang have 
made to the National Salvation Council. He has asked 
mo to forward your correspondence to Mr. Richard Allen, 
Assist.ant to the President. for National Security Affairs, 
for his in;_ roation and att a:t.ion. Ur . Baker apologizes,, 
but the d.e..mands of is schedu e are such that he will not 
be able to meet with you in the near future . ne has assured 
me that the appr.opriate member of Mr. Allen·• s staff will be 
in touch wi th you once the.y have had an opportunity to 
review your request for a meeting. 

Mr . Baker thanks you once again for your interest in bring
ing this material to his attention. 

Hr . ooan Va.n Toai 
Research Associ ate 
The Fletcher School 
of Law & Diplomacy 

Medford, Massachusetts 02155 

Sincerely , 

Katherine Camalier 
Staff Assistant to 
.James A. Baker, III 

cc: Richard Allen- -Please have appropriate member of your 
staff send a follow-up response. Thanks . 
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TH!S EXCLUSIVE 
pictu1e above shows 
form er !(ompur;hean 
1--f ead • r:f St~:to Princa 
t~orodorn Sihanouk 
ernbracing Trnong 
l\lirn ·i'ang, a lead ing 

· Vietnamew dis~ident 
wh.:1 w:ll he a key 
mcrnber v1hen the 
anti-Hanoi N;,tional 
Siht~tion Counci~ 
(N ~~C) is formed soon 
tn \.: u r or::;e. 

The ·so ta r unp~ bli
ci7ed 11-i .:-;;:~·iri:-; h2 -
tv:ccn sn,anottk Ufid 
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Truong took place in 
Peki ng last September 
when they discussed 
the format ion of a 
rss;~tancg movement 
to oppose the present 
Vi~tnamese !'.,'Overn
m,mt. 

Truong Nhu Tang 
,;; ,,~ ,,1 ini:<ter of justice 

and found ing member 
of the form er Pro11i· 
sional Revoiutionar'I 
Government, the po• 
litical branch of thf' 
National Liberatior, 
F rant of form et 
South Vietnam. He it, 
now li ving in exit?. -
near Paris, working or, 
his ·memo irs , soon tc, 
be published· il'l 
-France. 

The Nation exdo
sively reported on Dec 
23 the formation by 
several key Vietna
mese personalities in 
exile of the National 
Salvation Coundl. 

A source close to 
Truong told The Na• 
tion in a letter rn· 
cei11ed in Bangkok 
yesterday that Tlze 
Nation's front-page 
story had tl-ie effect :-f 
a "bomb." . j 

- • The letter fr~m p3. · 
ris said the NSC's top 
priority would be to 
unite the patriots of 
all political colours, 
with the exception of 
the Communists, to 
help Vietnamese peo
ple abroad and within 
the countr{ to over
throw. th,1 present 
Vietnamese regime. 

''We want to estab- I 
lish a new reg ime I 
which is genuinely • 
democratic, a regime 
of liberty, human dig
nity and justice," the 
source said. 

Continued Page 2 

) 

The "Action Com• 
mittee" for the time 
being is based outside 
Vietnam. "Btr~ tile 
priority must go to 
tha Vietriirnesa !ivin;i 
in Vieti1am and t heir 
strnggle against the 
cu1Tent Vietnam63e 
leadershio. We wi;J 
soon launch a psycho• 
!ogical and military 
front in Vietnam." 
'ttHl source said. • 
-- -The NSC wii! kioi< 
for support frcrn 

-aver; count;·y and 
people __ in th e 

0
rer;i:;t 

• to t i~h t }-!~r :ni ~ 
!'.:re,gion:·11 hcge_:·Tiorr,' 
anti Soviet e~q:~nsio., 
n!SfrJ in i ndor;l1 .i: ·.?f.oc 

0 

The l\! !~C, he said , 
"wH! ah.:vavs ~ eP.o .s 
sovereign ·and inJ e
pend:rnt line from t rrn 
super-powers, inc! ud• 
ing China." 
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"I told the Chinese that it would be to th 
own interest to help us - the same way it is : 

. them to help the res-istance movement i.n 1 

ghanistan," Trourn_:, said. 

- yr"'.i- =1r11r €). . .... , ' -" ;' _).; t i • 

F·:i~ .. -~J . 1 _-.. ~~.- -- ~i .,."1'1.14 .... "",).. ~r-r1 --n. 

Asked specifically what China had pror:'.~s 
to do to help in the new :inti-Hano i m ovn1cr 
Truong said: "'n-,ey said they would he ip \ 
We need some logisti c support. Our t;,,iks we 
frank, on both sides. 1 do not want to be l, 
alone in the miJllie of the :oad. They £e ve r 
more than just nice words.'·, • • 

~ -~ f ~ i;,_J 1 ~ r 1 l' ., \ l .· 
v ' c<i • ·~ • 'l ). l • ~U) 
r,,,:~ t /4 ,-- , ; · !} f- '\! f. 1 \j t. ... . (. 

-' .,i!;,_,,.,,. ---~.::'.!.- , . __ ), ,.J';;' ..l~.l -1 __ ,._ , _ ..., .. JL f.·-. ·1 t 'I l. " , ! ·: • i ·:•:l { ·_' 

. Truong said Hoang Van Haan w::s tii~c 
constant medical care when he met him F, Pc 
iJ,-, r.:;cen,:_,·- !-frF:1g, a founder-mcrn:=:ci 0f t 
Indochinese Conununist Party (preticcr:: '.-o , 
the Communist Party of Vict..-,am) and., d, : 
associate of Ho Chi J\ti...r1.h defected w Chi.n:: ( 
Julv 3. 
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l___ Pation roving editor 

PARIS -- Several key Vietiiamesc per
so,nlitics in exile iTT the Wcs'i: ·a re to an - · 
nounce sr,on the formation o f a.n .nnti
H:moi '':•~ J·li onai . Sa.iva1.ion CouncU" 
{NSC), a renin r resi~t,mce leaJer has told 
r·he fit;tian. 

.Hoang V:rn Hoan, a senior member of 
the Communist P2rty of Vietn~un v;ho 
defected to China in July t!-iis year, h:is 
, ,:\' "' '' '11· - --!'"'l''"'ft tn '·h ,, fc·.....,.,nt;on o'' the I 
~:) '._~,;\\ :;{!, :, ~l , ' , -''- ... , •• ,;;; • . , le, , _ i •• I'. 

. A key m•:.1 1,b~,r of i..he n1~w rnon:ment , for- . 
m,·r Justice ~i:11istcr of the F, ::,vi:;ior1.1l Revo i.u- ' 
1io:ui:-y Go·:rr~1::·1~~t (!:1~~G) 1'ru:::i5; f'-ihu 'T'an g~ 
<; ,iJ in 'lf' in( crvic:w in P·ir's C"' '' e•·,t]v tb ·tt h" l1~d 
;;1~i -Il~ J~~ v;,1 H ,.) ;~~ i;;;\;-~i~1tdt:;ri11-~ a r; ;e:;~t 
\'i ,<t t() e,~,• " 1 1· -, <u:-~ ,. , . ic, 1• 1 !'C 1\/'.•t~oni' 1;::J-
• _ ,_\•/,/ . 1,., l' ;' , ~11 . • q ,_.r. J .~~ ,._.I i.I. a ~~ l 1. _. ._.. •• J...l \_, 

,- 1;.\1.J.I.Bl -...__,1 ,,.11~1..!... , 

Crc~ii,,:1 of G1c ?~S{; wiH L:c fo rrnaily :;n-
1~ c;t~r.cc d -~t.d~,-- ::: ..... ;t yc-:!! , . T! t.:: Oilg f✓ ht~ T a.r!g 
sate. . 

Truong ~-< .: ,i \ ' c1.1~.() r.1vi ~.~ , -,: .. ::.; l~rrclin1, Chi .. 
7'"1:•~1 • d.Hci • \ / i,·tfr:t~1est pcr.:,01 ~;::.l itic~. clurinf his 
l\:k i..r1t; vi:~ it .. ~.-~::h,d in~. :'c --~~:t·; 1'~a.n.1~u..,:h~~~n 
ll f•:1 1..l cif s\;; :.\ .. !-·n11r f. i'-irpn :1 0 111 :~1:1anouk and 
C~:!r, ~sr· Prin~t-• h-: iq_,~:ie:: ·z.hao / .ivan(!. 

'-• dn:: 09. \i2n 1t 0 '.~n tc,io ;q ,_i h: ,:. \1:.·u:il:t 11lve us 
}! j,: <':~-7);-)0 !°! i1. -i r;·.~ ;~00-r:.3.ij:;1\ •-: !- i !~_.; J"' C\ V,_ C(~1: .:1.- -

('.q. to o pp~:?~C ~he Je:;.<t~ rsh1p in t1anoi," 1'ruong • 
'.", ' i i I. ' 

'rhe "~Jational Salvation Council" envisages 
a vast alliance, grouping toge ~her democratic 
opposition forces against tr<.' current Com
mu nist regime in Viernam. 

"We want to cut the snake's head and make 
soup with tl1c body . The soup will be served to 
the ffOJ?ie who, b~dl:,: n_ced s_ome nourish
men ,.' Huong sa1<l m ti1e mterv1ew. 

It is more tJrnn jikcly that Truong, the 60-
year-oid South Vietnarncse revolutionary lead
~r , .will play a _c rucial role in th~ new "council." 
He was a founder member of the now-defunct 
Provisional Revolutio nary Government, the 
po litical arm of the National "'iberation Front 

· informer South Vietnam. 
A Weste1 n diDlomatic sour-:e based in Paris 

was somev,1hat skeptical abo'lt the extent of 
the Chinese support to the new anti-Hanoi 
movement. 

Recent visitors to Vietnam have reported 
that if the nrcsent Jeaders.i'lip m Hanoi may be 
unpopular ('·111e South L~ now the most pre• 1 
American area of the world," une leftist journa• j 
list said) 3.11d if Le Duan scrn1s to bear th 
brnr:, t ot· public resentment, H.moi is not abo c. 'i-1· 
to eve up. • 
• ·1 ruong is aware of •:~ is foe' .. "We don't cnvi- I 
s::igc a guerrilla ~v3 rfare against_ th~_presc~.t Viet· • 
namcse regime !er the tm; ::: bc:J1g, .. l1c s3;d . 

• Another source said tJ: :i t th e r;:sistance movement 
in th,;: Soti !!1 of V.ietn:11; 1' had in fact been fadL'lg cu t . 
Lack of coor<.En:•.!io.n, c·ontans Hd cndlc~s struggi~ 
with little or ~o lwpc cf victq!y', ar; d the h!ck of :J.Ccc ;;i 
t•) tbe ex tern::.i v.1ort<l h;;d alTe-ctc-J the resistance hlO .. 

' 'tr::~nt . tb, .. ro1 1r-_:-i-3 ~'l}(i. 
Obs~rvr:rs s;1;<l t hat the ·new Si,Yatk,n Ccu11cil may 

conccnuatt: on ps.-cho;,J~iwl ~, ·,.iuns. Cunt::ct~ r:,ist 
between tne ,r:nkr.'.; in txtle aru.l imidc Vietnam, most 
ly in the So,:ili. 
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Forn1er Vietnain Revolutiona1·y · 
Denounces Com"fllunist Regime '. 

. . . I · . t 
By Thomas Kamm 

PARIS, June 27 (JHT)'. -Truong 
Nhu Tang, a founding member of 
the Communist-controlled National 
Liberation Front of South Vietnam 
and 1he justice minister of the Pro
vi sion,'.l Revolutionary Govern
ment , escap..:,I from Vietnam last 
fall as a simple boat person, feeling 
lxtrayed by the North \l ietnamese 
Communists anJ let dov..-r1 by his 
former .:-omradcs. 

Mr. Tang, 57, is, along with 
Hoang Van Hoan, a former mem
ber of the Politburo who defected to 
China in l 979, t11e highest-ranking 
p.:r,onality 10 escape from Vietnam 
since tht! Commurnst tak.t!twer. 

Alms of Movement 
Now, five years af'. ,:r the Com• 

munists won the war, "libcrated" 
the South and reunified the coun• :. 
1ry, Mr. Tang denounced them in 
an interview in PMis, where he has 
sought refuge from the "tyranny 
and the t(1tali1 arianism" of lhe cur
rent Vietna1m:~e regime, which he 
labeled "a &ervant of the Soviet Un• 
ion." 

Mr. Ta11g's statements provide i . 
striking example of the rift between 
South Vic1namcse nationalists and 
the Communists, who at one time 
fo11 g,ht for the same cause. 

Mr. Tang joined the National 
ljbi;raliun f-'rout to "fight aguin~t 

r
.~ · ' ., · ' · ,. .... ' •• ' , .. , "<1 trnl and 1prosperous South Viet~ • 

, . ,. . • nam" before unifying the country 

I 

•:, ... \ .. , . '",,i·. "step ~y step .. . on the basis of 
./·''' .. _. \:c::, ; ·~, , , ::· d1scusstons and agreement bctwe<.>:n 

: , l :>., -; ,,·,<:., .~,: \' i :. /1 ,.J both ~-on~.s, without coen:ion by e1- ., 
.? . L• ••• .. , .:·•,\,. 1--; .... thcrs1<lc., i 

} ~ • . . ·i,, : .. / ~: ' <{,'. , , But this policy, repeatedly cm-
.~·r ,>•:i •• ;.,··:'.\!''/ \ .. ,:, ···~.1:;-,,; phasiz.cJ in the programs of bolh 
~- l ... .. • ' • 1 ,;,,).(•. . • J°,·,\· . the National Lihcraliun Front and 
•• 

1 ,g-, • ~ ' • ~'\~ ' ' I j )~i ' 

J:r.~:)i'l •' •.: f:,.:'' ·. ' / .. ··,¢:· " the PRG and ack.nowleJgcd by the 
') . ·:: ' ' \ . ':\i;:.·\. ;: ' :. ·, '_;,-. \ •. 1973 Paris peaec agreements, was 
.\ ' ;-:/:'· :'ii;,; l ~ \, ,; r ,)\1 ,'' , .:,f},: ' "flouted qy th~ Conununi:;ts,'' who 

.~ ., ,'. . . • .1 i-' ·, · . L , '"'. ~, used the rnp1d collapse of the 
" , r ' 1·•. ·., •~ i • • , ,- ✓ Saigon reg.imc in 1975 to "divert for 

, ;f,: ·'",,i'~::: ·, ; .. · i its own pr,ifit a historic oc,a~ion for 
! • . )·;~r '.?~- ~, ., ... I th¢ Vietnrmesc people," Mr. Tan~ 
• , . . ; .• ,. , • ,·. I said . . 

' ' • ' f I' • ,, ' " "I I • . I I '( '·:.,' :.:••, ;. ,\~·.-•. , ,, , r was · ~onvmceu l l!lt once w_e 
~ .• ,!._;/ •t,: •;f'.G:·1•){ / had rcg~med independence, . 1t 
'.·\ •. :. • '•1;-. .. r , ~ J•.,....,"¼.\:~ would be po:;,1ble to cooperate with 

~-1 :/_. fl\ · '·, N, ,t, l:~f the Co11111_111nists in the c~nstni_ction . 
' ' •· -:~, '( l' · d · of a $C:ll)'.Jl\cly de.noi.:rallc somi.y,'.' _ 

1 { t ,. ·, ,,\l ; . 1 • ·; . he _siud. ,But they n!~he<l the umJ1. : 
J; , \ \ .:'Ji' !_ . '.: . call~)[l rrntess. As lllllC went by, 1 .. : :;•,, 

· , .. · ·~ , :;•' ·~ ~ .. i ,.; realize. that the JU St cause of rnd¢- • 
il»\•#fl!aili it 4,l;lwt :,:. 1W Nr:k / p,:ndcnce anJ liberty had been be• ,: 

. . "' traycd by the lca<l..:rs of the Viet- :: 
Truong Nlm Tang namese ¢ommunist Party. ln~lC,l,ld : 

; 1 of a poli1.,)' of reconciliation and na-
lhc American int'e~cnti~n and the tional conevnl, they conducted a , 
despotism of a corrupt govern- pohcX o~ vengeance and rcpre,.- : 
mcnt." He said the Communist- Mon. i . . . . . ,. 
controlled National Liberation . Mr. Tang behevd that .tins policy ', 
Front, which became the PRO in 1s mouvak<l s~>kly by uJcu\og!,;ul :: 
1969, wus a nationalist movement · r~asuns. l'W,e knc:w _Iha~ the obJI)(.'- .• 
that int.:nded to "bllild 110 indc- ti~e of th~ Commu111,1 f arty was to -•. 
1pendent, democratic, pe.iccful, neu- sc1u: ppwcr. But we tlim> ght tha.t 

• they w1111tr.J to seize power Ill the , 
- .... '-~-·-- - ---- ·- · ... · intcn:~, of th..: people und not in the 1 

i111crc.~t of the Ctlnrn1u11i :,l idrnlo- I 
BY·" ___ t •··- · ···"- ·---------- · 

'11'; , I I 

.'1 

,\ '{, ; '. ~trlod.'lft'I Doubted ',' • .,, C ,: ; \ 

This perception ha. led national~ ·. 
ists like Mr. Tang to doubt the pa• ; 

. lriotilim of Vietrnunesc Communists 
and their sincerity during the years , 
they supported the National Libcr• , 
ation Front an<l its military arm. 
the Viet Cong. 1 

"1l1e Vietnamese Communbur. 
arc: prnfes~ional seducers, full of at
tentions wlu:n they are not in pow• . 
er," baitl Mr. Tang. "But on.:e Ul(.")' , 
held power, they tumcd into insen- , 
silivc, ung.rat<'ful, cynical and brutal 
human beings. , 

"lt shoulJ be up to the Viet• . 
namc~e pc:ople to rin<l their own . 
form of s~icty (hat co1Tc~ponds . 
politically, economically anJ social-
ly to the soul of the country, to it~ . 
slate of di:Yck>pmcnt. lnslc1\d, the: . 
Cummtu•i~I Puny wants to build a 
nation "hose ambitions for power 
go. bt yontl the material uni.I moral 
resources of the 1:our11ry , , . [Viel- ,: 
nam) is the A~fan C1Jba of Soviet ~ 
expansiunibm." • • 

111e Soviet Unir,n pours military 
aid into Vietnam worth an Cbtimat• 
cd S3 million a day. Political una
lyst~ believe that Vietnam is an t'.X• 
c.:ltcnt investment for the Suvkt 

: Union, £,iviug the Rus~i nns the usci 
of fom1-,r U S. milil:try fa.:ilitie• iu \ 

,. well us prnvi,li ng thcm with an im• ,, 
• portant strategic ba,e . in an ari:a ~ 
• wh~rc: U.S. i110uence aud miliUtt)' . 
strcng\h arc at a luw ebb. 

Dut the consequence~ for Vlet• 
nam ar.: ~cen us i:.obtion from the 
res !. of t\le world amt hobiility 

• toward China. • 

. (;eopoUdw 'Mistw' 

.. .. Vietnam no longer rC\:c:ives tech
nical or fi1uncial hdp, or en:n mor: 
al £upport frum ,my0ne sa\C the So
viet Onion, and the Sovi .:t lfoion 
alunc c.i.nnot carry V1etn1111\ mt its 
b,1ck fon::vcr," ccntinu,·d Mr. T.rng. 
·•Hun:mer, by oppo;; ing ( hi1u, 
Victn.,111 h.1s wmm1ttcd a g..:o pnliLi-

• au and hi,toricul nli,tllkc. bc(uu,e 
, fil) coimtry .:.m Jive in a slate of tins• 
tility t0ward China, with ,,,hid1 
Vietnam is cornkmneJ to ctern .tlly 

; share its b...1rder." . 
He ~c;e, (our basic con1radi.t.io1u 

facing the Victnamc~e Communi~ts: 
• ldooloi',icuL Vietnam i) punu

ing a "M.ir:ust-Lt:nini;1 brnnd ot . 
working-da)s C,1mmunism" in a 
prcdomiuantly pea)ant ..:ountry. 

• Ecunlimic. "TI1e party has 
boasted Ll1,1l it can pasb ,liredly 
from II fetidill and colnnial ~ociety 
to a Cominuni~t one wi1lh1u1 p.h,
ing throug}t a capiuli~l ph,1~c lhat 
would give them th, nc.::.:),a ry mu
te1ial and mtlu~tri .il l;,.t:-,.:,." Ile csti• 
n1atcd llut Victn:im ant1uall:, h.i,:; a 
ahunfall oi betwe..:11 2 and 3 mtlli.:m 
tons of ~t.tph: fo" Js. . 

• Pu!J1ii.:al. "The di~rep,incy be
tween the amhitiuus uhjc.:tivc~ u1J 
the very lini ikd m.:an ~ ti 11s leJ 1hc 
leaders to com11ii t ) Crious )lt ,1 tcgic 
and tactical errors. " 

• So,.:ial. 1l1e party-state is devd• 
oping "a cluss (>f corrupt hu rcau
crals that enl.irge, the !!,ilf b, tv.ec:m 
the party and the pe.iplt:.' 

Thc piuure that cm~'rged form 
Mr. Tang\ description is of a C,>tlll· 
uy facin g J eep e..:onomic ai 1d pnlni, 

:·. cal prnblc1115 .whose only s,1lul)()O 
' wou!J be a change t if t·ours.: l>y the 
. regi me. Thi~ sc.:111, highly u11hkt:l,Y, 
' ac:, orJin,! lo Mr. •Tang, hul he ~t11d 

tlUII the moix\ ,s onr t1( "J1,,1lk-:
lion, or gcnc,;1I pupular ,1isn mtcnl" . 
althoui,J1 the pop.ulµ tit.>11 m,,mk~1s 
0111:; ' pa~s1ve res1sta11..:e lO 1he r(!--
gjtn..:!.,, -

H0wc\'C1, Mr. Tang warned t11at 
an cxpk>Mon coul,I tuki:: pl ace if 
"war unJ mi,cry ,·,)()tinuc," He , aid 
the go.ii of his "tc1n p->rary Cllll1:· · 

wul! to organiie rt'.~i, tan.:c. 
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In Vietnam's Gulag, 

The Captives Die 

A Slow Death 
.By . DOAN VAN TOAi 

One evening about flvr years ago I was 
at a concert In Saigon given by the Na· 
tlonal Concert Orchestra of North Vietnam. 
Suddenly, down !ht• aisle marched Comm11· 
nlst secret pol! c:e, all carrying guns. They 
came up to nw, and said : "Let's go out
side." 

They lt•d mr into an office ol the thea 
ter. They said: "Arr you Mr. Doan Van 
Toal?" and I answered ; "Yes." Thry 
didn't say anything more but forcPd mr to 
stand there for about an hour. Later they 
took me to police headquarters and said: 
"We are arrrstlng you." I asked; "Why 
are you arresting me, what have I done?" 
but they only replied : "The best thing Is 
for you to think and remember. It is fnr 
you to work out." 

I was taken to a small cell. It was very 
dark-the only light coming from a small 
hole In the wall through which I could 
breathe fresh air. The first night I slept 
easily as I was stl If optimistic because I 
kn<>w I hadn't done anything. 

Each day I made a notch on thl' wall 
and soon I had bet•n there for seven wer ks. 
My only visitor was another prisoner-a 
girl who evny morning would bring me a 
bowl of rice. 

The first day slw came I was very hun· 
gry and began to gulp the rice down but I 
soon realtzrd tlwy nrnst have mixed some 
sand with lt. It was Impossible to eat. 
When they finally called me for question
Ing I asked the o(flcial why they had put 
sand In my rice. ''So you remember what 
you have done wrong In the past," he said. 

They madr me write an account of my 
life and every morning would take me to 
their office where the air was very fresh . l 
wrote pages and pages so as to postpone 
the tlmt' when I would once more be shut 
up all day long. 

* * * 
I had first hr cnmr i11volved ln politics 

when I was a pharmacy student at Saigon 
University in the 1960s. Al that time I be
lieved Thieu was head of nothing but a 
puppet government In the hands of the 
Americans. I became Interested in the 
struggle for peace at Saigon University 
and was rlPr trd vice president of the stu· 
dent union. Whrn the student union pres!· 
dent was arrPste!l, I organlzi;d student 
demonstrations all over Vietnam against 
the Thieu ~nvernnwnt. For this as well as 
other actlvitlrs, I was arrestt-d and lmprls
ancd many tim;•:; IJy that ~ovPrnment. 

During thesr yt•:1rs th£'. N11tlo11al LihPra · 
lion Front had approadwd 1111' l.n .1oin 

them. But I rPfused, preferring to support 
their goals Independently through the stu· 
dent union . At the end of tlw war in !lfay 
1975, I was asked to Join the fh1ance com
mittee of the provisional revolutionary gov
ernment. I agreed, but in a spilt over pol· 
icy I soon resigned. (Although t.nP Commu
nists never told me this, I beliPve that my 
reslg,1atlon was the cause of my arrest.) 

After I finished my ;Ir cou11t I was taken 
to Le Van Duyet prison in the center of 
Saigon where I stayed for over two years. 

I was put in a small cell with 50 others. 
Peoplr died rvery day through lack of 
ml'dical attention and In the evening you 
could hear the voices call out : " Warden, 
this is room number three, someone has 
just died." 

I was worried about my French wife 
and three sons and was anxious for them 
to leave Vietnam. I knew there could be re
prisals -against them and through one of 
the prison wardens-a former fri end--- ! 
sent a letter to my wife saylng not to wait 
for my release but to take the children to 
France. And If she had to write a letter to 
the authorities denying my existence, then 
she must. 

When she finally left for France in June 
1977, I felt easier. Then I heard the news of 
my mother's death. She had been denied 
medical treatment because she had one 
son tn prison and another who had left wi th 
I.he Amrricnns. I was very sad and veIy 
angry anti through my frl r nd again srnt ;: 
letter to the chief of lllf' s~crl't polIc r in 
Saigon saying : " You are responsible for 
my mother 's cleath. I have now been In 
prison for 27 months and I still don 't know 
what I have done to oppose the Commu· 
nists. If you find out nothing then you must 
release me." More Important, I had my 
friend bribe an important official. 

* ~- * 
l~1ter I was called to the prison com

mandant's office and was told I was re
leased. He said that the government 
needed me to cooperatr with them. "If we 
give you an Pxit visa you must tell the 
West how wonderful everything Is here. 
And how well we trr.at our prisoners." I 
agreed with them, but only 1 knew what I 
would really trll tlw West. 

I was glvrn an exit visa but didn't leave 
Vlrtnam Immediately. In prison I had 
given up hope for a free Vietnam. I had be
come very angry and very ashamed to 
havr ever supportt•d the NLF. I wanted to 
gr.t rid of the Communist regime. But then 
I said to myse lf : •• I think I.his ~ cause I 
hnve been in prison for over two years. Br · 
fore l leave I must find out if the rest of 
the country fepls thr samr way." 

I discovered that. i'vPryonc• hated the rc
RJm.r because they wt>re always hungry 
and wrr!' r ven lPss freP than I ht'y had bl' f' n 
1mr:ier Prcsldenl Thlrt 1. In 1/ ii'ti1a111 toi:ty 
thrre arr ovPr H00 . .000 pPoplt in prison and 
in so·callt>d re-Ptl1Icnt1on camps. ln Carnbo· 
dla thr pollllral prisoner:; wen• PXtc, nil -

THURSDAY, AUGUST 21. 1980 

nated quickly but in Vil'tnam tl1t1 y die 
slowly. 

When I was released my friends still in 
prison asked me to tell the world what is 
happening and, if no one wUI stand up to 
the Vietnamese Communists, to send them 
cyanide to put an end to their agony. ·•Help 
us to die quickly, " they said. 

In Vietnam nobody dares to protest for 
fear of arrest. Few people abroad speak 
because they fear for the safety of their 
familles still in Vietnam. 

But even if It means the death of myseH 
and my family, l must do sorndhing for 
the thousands of prisoners who die each 
year and the millions or people who have 
to suf;port· the unsupportablP and accept 
thr unaccrptable. 

Duan Vrm Ton i is dai 11µ research. nt 
Tufts Un iversity 's Fle tcher S<'hool 1J( Lari, 
and Diplomncy on a book abou/ \lir /narn. 
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Refugee decries life in !Vietnam 
By Clive Smith 
Globe Correspondent 

• "Lile under the Communists in Vietnam is even 
worse now than it was under President Nguyen Van , 
Thieu. It is more repressive, more corrupt, more of a 
dictatorship," says Doan Van Toai, a former Saigon stu
dent leader who was twice jailed by the Thieu regime for 
his National Liberation Front (NFL} sympathies, only lo 
be jailed in turn by the Communists after the fall of 
~P- -

Toai, 32, who as the then vice president of the Saigon 
Students Union spoke on many US campuses in the early 
1970s against ''the sword of American imperialism which 
threatened Vietnamese self-determination," was in Boso 
ton again recently as part of a worldwide ,peaking tour 
to draw attention to conditions in Vietnamese prisons. 

"Everyone who is not a Communist Party official, 
even former Viet Cong fighters and South Vietnamese 
NFL members, are liable for arrest and imprisonment. 
The prison system has become a Vietnamese Gulag, but 
the world does not know or believe how terrible condi
tions are. or ho·-,.· many hundreds of thousands are in 
jail, .. said Toai. 

After the fall of Saigon in April 1975. Toai. then a 
mar.ager of the Nam Do Bank of Saigon, initially worked 
under the new governm·ent and prepared a plan for the 
reorganization of his bank. He said he became increas
ingly disillusioned with the Communists when, despite 
pre\·ictory promises that the pri\'ate property of small 
traders and farmers would be left intact, hr w--s asked to 
participate in preparing detailed plans for its confisca
tion as a member of the Finance Committee of the NFL. 

According to Toai, confiscation involves the "volun
tary" signing over of substantial items of private proper
ty. such as houses. !and or car-s. to the Vietnamese gov-

• 

Doan Van Tosi making a point at MIT. 

ernment under threat of imprisonment of oneself or one's 
family . Initially. it was applied only to tl-te old supporters 
of the Thieu regime. the "comprador capitalists," he said. 
But, as secr(•tly planned by the Finance Committee, it 
was extended in March 1978 to the "national capitalists" 
who had opposed Thieu. and in April. to all prc,~rty 
·owners, no matter how small arid whatever their political 
record, he said. 

,~ After rejecting participation on the NFL's Finance 
(iqpimittee, Toai said he was jailed, without charge or 
t!iel, with 40 other prisoners in a 12-by-30-foot cell. Fr~
quently chained hand and foot, the prisoners h;,d to take 

~ 

~· 
~ 

' 

i 
I 

"it 
' 

turns sleeping down, and got air from a single vent, he 
said. Almost every day. someone would die fr om starva
tion, suffocation, torture or ~uicide in the Saigon Jail, he 
"~- • 

Toai estimates that today there are about 800.000 per
sons'in prisoms and "re-education'' camps, about halt of 

.them former Thieu suK)Orters and officialsi th ~ 
main"T'y-·third force" people who opposed both Thieu and 
th" Communists. Between 10 and 15 percent of the pris
oners are women, he said. 

Spokesmen for both Amnesty International and the 
Staie Department, suggest, on admittedl y fragme!'1:~ry 
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Vietnamese 
_war protester 
changes tune 

By STEPHEN MAGAGNINI 

Staff Writer 
, When Vietnamese political prisoner Doan Van Taoi 
speaks at Berkeley today, there will be more than a 
trace of irony in his message. 

Nine years ago, Taoi, then a So...'tll Vietnamese 
f;tudent lea<ler opposing the Thieu regime, spoke at 
various American campuses, among them, Berkeley. 
Taoi praised the communist-controlled National Libera
tion Front and toid the Americans to get their soldiers 
out of the country. 

Yesterday, Taoi, 33, was in Sacramento, where he 
spoke to more than 200 Vietnamese-.\mericans about life 
in their native land since the fall of Saigon in May 1975. 

After a taste of communist rule-including 28 months 
i!J Saigon's Bien Hoa prison-Taoi is singing a different 
tune than be sang nine years ago. 

To this day, Taoi does not know why he was arrested 
or why be was released. "There was no trial, no 
investigation, no lawyers-in Vietnam today, there are 
no law schools!" 

Taoi. who comes from a small village 100 miles south 
of Saigon, was the son of a French teacher and guerilla 
fighter who fought the French. He went to pharmacy 
school but soon emerged as a student leader who fild his 
share of jail time for opposil'lg the American-supported 
government of Nguyen Van Thieu. 
• When Saigon fell, Taoi welcomed the end of the 

corrupt Thieu regime-"When Thieu appointed a gener
al or a chief of a province, he'd have to pay Thieu." 

"Now the corruption in Vietnam has a wider 
breadth," said Nguyen Huu Hieu, a Buddhist monk who 
also opposed Thieu and met Taoi in prison."There's a 
greater bureacracy. They don't have enough money to 
pay everyone-these men must be corrupted. Corruption 
is not considered a crime. The only crime is not 
supporting the government." 

'N0.1Nn 0.;{NSW~)~r 3H.J. 

Hi<?'i. 35, was taken from hiS pa~and Imprisoned 
for 10 months, whiJe the monks 60 yearifif_,and older 
were allowed to stay. "They <the communists> arrested 
most religious leaders beca!.ISe these people are influen
tial people. They trained young secret police and made 
them undercover monks to control all the old priests. 
They monopolized all means of production, culture and 
religion. 
. • "They wanted to transform Marxism and Leninism 

into a state religion." 
Hieu, who hails from North Vietnam, said, "In the 

words of Lenin; colonialism is the final step of 
i:apitalism." 
• Taoi wryly added, "If the French were colonialists, 
and the Americans were neo-colonialists, then the 
Vietnamese communists are neo-neo-colonialists," refer
ring to the reeent takeover of Cambodia. 

When the communists took over Vietnam, "We 
believed the Vietnamese communists, at least, were 
Vietnamese before they were communists," said Hieu, 
who has translated Henry Miller and Ernest Heming
way into Vietnamese. 

But the message was, "Those who love the country 
love the party," Taoi said. "Those who blindly uphold 
the government will get rice rations." 

Taoi bribed his way out of Vietnam. Hieu escaped in 
a fishing boat. "We drifted for eight days and 52 boats 
passed us, but they ignored us," be said. "The 53rd. a 
Japanese tanker, rescued us.'' 

They favor a social democracy, but they have 
learned an important lesson. "l think all doctrines are 

. good-even communism-but the most important thing 
is the leader, not the doctrine," Hieu said. 

Of the refugees he addressed, Taoi said, "They 
woUld like to return to their country. They've received 
very good treatment from the Americans, but they don't 
like to stay here. There's a lack of mental spirit because 
Americans don't understand their way of life." 

Taoi, who thinks the communists will ultimately be 
destroyed, says the American presence in Vietnam 
helped to fuel communist propaganda. 

Nevertheless, he urges Americans not to forget their 
responsibility to the Vietnamese people for our role in 
the conflict, and admits he made a mistalte nine years 
ago. "I was ,nong. I think the best way to understand 
about communism is to live under communist domina
tion." 
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Doan Van Toai 

March 29, 1981 

64 A Lament for Vietna m 
A former South Vietnamese dissenter tells of his 
disillusionment with the victo.rious Communists, 
his imprisonment at their hanus, and of 
the new tyranny that North Vietnam has brought 
to his country since the war's end. 

?iitkLLL&JJ 

f.l '~AD.~ ~f'.:r j~ ~@)r-21 wmr ~nu·.·~. ·.1 Q. Dv' fl f:!,;A ., I JUL:iu,J u Ll ~ U\l Vu~ < UJ;:]J i\l 
A former South Vietnamese dissenter tells . in a personal memoir of his 
disillusionment with the victorious Communists, his imprisonment at their 
hands, and the new tyranny that North Vietnam has brought to his country. 

By Doan Van 'l'cai 

hen the Com
munists took 
over North 
Vietnam in 
1954, a mil
lion refugees 
fled to the 

South. I personally heard sto
ries of their incredible suffer
ing. But, along with other 
South Vietnamese, I refused to 
believe them. A generation 
later, I could not believe Sol
zhenitsyn's book "The Gulag 
Archipelago," either. I dis
missed it as anti-Communist 
propaganda. But by 1979, I had 
published my own book, "The 
Vietnamese Gulag." Can those 
who have suffered the horror 
of Communism ever convince 
those who have not experi
enced it? 

Doan Van Toai is writing a 
book about Vietnam called 
"Neither Peace Nor Honor" at 
Tufts University. 

Copyright© 1981, The New York Times 

From 1945, when I was born 
in the village of Caivon in Vinh 
Long province, 100 miles south 
of Saigon, until I left Vietnam 
in May 1978, I never enjoyed 
peace. My family's house was 
burned three times in the war 
against the French. To escape 
the fighting, my parents 
moved from one village to an
other throughout my youth. 
Like the majority of Vietnam
ese patriots, they joined the 
resistance forces fighting the 
French. As I grew up, I myself 
saw how the peasants were op
pressed by the local officials of 
the successive Saigon re
gimes, how they were victim
ized by the French bombard
ments. I learned the history of 
my country's thousand-year 
struggle against Chinese occu
pation and its century-Jong ef
fort against Western domina
tion. With this background, 
my compatriots and I grew up 
with a hatred of foreign inter
vention. 

When the students at Saigon 
University elected me vice 

president of the Saigon Stu
dent Union in 1969 and 1970, I 
participated in the different 
peace efforts, leading student 
demonstrations against the 
Thieu regime and against 
American involvement. I pub
lished a magazine called Self
Determination, and traveled 
in January 1971 to California to 
give antiwar lectures at 
Berkeley and Stanford. For 
my activities, I was arrested 
and jailed many times by the 
Thieu Government. 

During that period, I be
lieved that I was fulfilling my 
commitment to peace and the 
independence of my country. I 
had faith, too, in the program 
of the National Liberation 
Front (N.L.F.), which led the 
revolutionary resistance in 
South Vietnam. I hated Sai
gon's rulers, men like Gen. 
Nguyen Van Thieu, Gen. 
Nguyen Cao Ky, Gen. Dang 
Van Quang - former soldiers 
of the French colonial army. 
These were the men whom the 
French had recruited in the 

1940's to help destroy the Viet
namese resistance. They had 
risen over the years to become 
leaders themselves, but they 
commanded no respect from 
the people. Because of their 
lack of popular support, they 
were predisposed to rely on 
foreign forces. 

As a student leader, I felt I 
had to pursue the aspiration of 
the Vietnamese people for 
democracy, freedom and 
peace. Na·ively, I believed that 
the Hanoi regime at least had 
the virtue of being Vietnam
ese, while the Americans were 
foreign invaders like the 
French before them. Like 
others in the South Vietnam
ese opposition movements, I 
believed that our Communist 
compatriots in the North 
would be more amenable to 
compromise and easier to 
work with than the Americans. 
M.oreover, I was hypnotized by 
the personal sacrifices and 
devotion the Communist lead
ers had demonstrated. Ton 
Due Thang, former President 
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WASHING,ON 

April 20, 1981 

Dear Mr. Toai: 

Thank you for your letter of March 30, 1981, concerning 
Mr. Truong Nhu ~Tang. I read with interest Mr. Tang's back
ground and of his flight from Vietnam in 1981 to live in 
freedom. I noted his trip to China last August and his warm 
welcome there, and the fact that he had met Prince Sihanouk 
in Peking and exchanged views with him. 

I also read your tragic account of your own experiences 
in Vietnam. Your long confinement in a Vietnamese prison as 
described in the~Wall Street Journal should be required 
reading for anyone apologizing for the activities of the 
regime in Vietnam. 

Our policies in Indo-China center on four points: 

- First, the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops 
from Cambodia; 

- Second, genuine independence for both Laos 
and Cambodia; 

- Third, a reduction of the Soviet influence 
in the area; and 

- Fourth, the strengthening of ASEAN and the 
preservation of Thai security. 
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I believe you will find these policies compatible with your 
own objectives. 

I suggest that you contact the Vietnamese Desk in the 
Department of State for an exchange of yiews Q :O tJJe 3 it11at ian 
in Vietnam. The telephone number is: 202-632-3132. 

With every best wish, 

I . 
Mr. -Doan Van Toai 
Research Associate 
The Fletcher School 

of Law and Diplomacy 
Medford, MA 02155 

~/,~ 
Richard V. Allen 
Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
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/ Dear Mr. Toai: / 

/ 
Thank you for your letter of March 0, 1981, concerning 

Mr. Truong Nhu Tang. I read with inte -est Mr. Tang's back
ground and of his flight from Vietnam, in 1981 to live in 
freedom. I noted his t ·rip to China ast August and his warm 
welcome there, and the fact that h had met Prince Sihanouk 
in Peking and exchanged views wit him. 

I also read your tragic ac unt of your own experiences 
in Vietnam. Your long confin~5 nt in a Vietnamese prison as 
described in the Wall Street Jp urnal should be required 
reading for anyone apologizi for the activities of the 
regime in Vietnam. 

Our policies in center on four points: 

- First, thew· hdrawal of Vietnamese troops 
from Cambodih ; 

- Second, ge l ine independence for both Laos 
and Cambof, 

- Third, a; reduction of the Soviet influence 
in the cjrea; and 

- Fourth . the strengthening of ASEAN and the 
prese / vation of Thai security. 

I believe you wi/ 1 find these policies compatible with your 
own objectives. 

you contact the Vietnamese Desk in the 
Department of State for an exchange of views on the situation 
in Vietnam. telephone number is: 202-632-3132. 

I y , u ___,,.,_,,._~. 
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Mr. Doan Van Toai 
Research Associate 
The Fletcher School 

of Law and Diplomacy 
Medford, MA 02155 

Richard V. Allen 
Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
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WASHI NGTON 

April 21, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR EDWIN MEESE III 

FROM: RICHARD V. ALLEN 

SUBJECT: Your Response to Letter from a Vietnamese 

I am attaching for your approval the draft of a letter to 
Mr. ·Toai, a Vietnamese living in .Massachusetts. If you 
approve I suggest you sign the letter and send it to Mr . Toai. 

My staff has checked with both CIA and State and they both 
have received similar letters from Toai. CIA wants nothing 
to do with him and says they will not answer his letter. 
State is willing to talk to Toai as a source of information 
on Vietnam . Both State and CIA believe there is no vitality 
in his anti-Communist movement. 

I have written Mr. Toai in greater depth . The recommendation 
we have from our staff is that this relationship not be 
pursued. I concur . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Toai : 

Thank you for your letter of March 30, 1981, with 
the attachments. Mr. Tang and you do understand 
and have described well the brutality of the current 
regime in Vietnam. I found your accounts tragic and 
relevant. 

I have asked Mr. Richard Allen to answer you and he 
will suggest that you contact the Department of State 
Vietnam Desk for a full exchange of views on the sit
uation in Vietnam. 

With thanks for your interest and my best wishes for 
your enterprise. 

Mr. Doan Van Toai 
Research Associate 
The Fletcher School 

of Law and Diplomacy 
Medford, MA 02155 

Sincerely, 

Edwin Meese III 
Counsellor to the President 
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MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

RICHARD V. 

JIM LILLEY 

April 14, 1981 

Responses to Letters from Vietnamese Toai 

I am attaching letters for you and Mr. Meese to send to Mr. Toai. 
It is requested that you forward these letters if they meet with 
your approval. 

I checked with CIA and they received the same kind of letter. CIA 
wants nothing to do with these two men and will not answer the 
letter. 

I contacted State and State also had received the same kind of 
letter from Toai. The State Department officer is willing to talk 
to Toai as a source of information on Vietnam. State like CIA 
believes

0

there is no vitality in their anti-Communist mov~ment. 

The advice from CIA and State is for us not to get involved with 
these men and I accep t that advice. State will handle it for us. 

This is the second version incorporating your corrections. 
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SUBJECT : WRITES RE DEFECTION OF TANG - FORMER JUSTICE MINISTER OF NATL 
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MEDFO RD 

(617} 628-5000 

TUFTS UNIVERSITY 
THE FLETCHER SCHOOL OF LAW AND DIPLOMACY 

Administered with the cooperation of Harvard University 

.March 30, 1981 

Mr. Jaires A. Baker I I I 
The White House Chief of Staff 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Jai-res A. B3.ker III: 

Doat7. Van 'Ibai 
Research Associate 
The Fletcher School 
of Law & Diplomacy 
~Iedford, MA.02155 

MASSACHUSETTS 02155 

I am taking the liberty to 
'I".cuong N'nu Tang, who was a 
of South Viemarn, and also 
Revolutionary Gove:mn1ent . 
lives in Paris . 

send you t1:1is letter on b2half of Mr. 
founder o f the National Liberation Front 
the Justice Minister of the Provisional 
He escaped from Vietnam in 1980 , and now 

Mr. Tang and a group of the Viemamese r e fugees have recently forrred 
the National Salvation Cotmcil of Viemarn fighting against the present 
comm.mist regiir-e a,,d set up a new real derrocratic, free regime . lf.lr. 
Tn1ong Nhu Tang has total support of the Chinese Governrrent . I-le 
v--isited China last August and was warmly welcorred by the new Chinese 
Prirre Minister. But our new struggle against the Communists will not 
be successf ul unless v.Je have the cooperation of the U.S .A. - t.--.,_e 
leader of the Free \ibrld. 

I relieved t.riat the U.S .A. has to a_ct the new role to suppor t the 
new revolution f ighting against the Communist totalari an regirres. 
Because, in the recent histo1--y of t.11.e vv0rld, t..½e Communist has mono
}?Olized the right of acting revolution fighting against the non
coomu..1ist regirres . 

LJ

Mr. Truong Nhu Tang asked n-e to conv-ey his wish that he would like to 
see a..'1y responsible personality of the U.S . P..drninistration to display 
more al:::out the National Salvation Council and to ask for the help 
from the U. S.A. 

iVbreover, I t-e lieve that Truong Nhu Tang is one of -f.ew worthy vi.d. tness 
who would tell you mu.ch about the Soviet expansionism in South East 
Asian and about the Vietnarrese Communist ambitions in the area. The 
clever usc1-ge of Tn1ong Nhu Tang's wimess is very effectively against 
b':1e Soviet Union and it is helpul to "educate" public opinion aoout 
the Soviet dangers . 

. . // .. 
Cable: FLETCHER TELE X/TWX: 710-328-1 128 



MEDFORD 

(617) 628-5000 

TUFTS UNIVERSITY 
THE FLETCHER SCHOOL OF LAW AND DIPLOMACY 

Administe red with the cooperat ion of Harvard Un1vers1ty 

MASSACH USETTS 02 155 

I am the aut.hor of the 11Vietnarrese Gulagn a-1d arn now doing research 
at t.11e Fletcher School of Law & Diplrnnacy a.rout the Vietriarrese Commu
nists. As a representative of Mr. 'rruong Nhu Tang and a full repre
se."ltative of the National Salvation Council, I 1..ould be very happy to see 
your assistant to discuss further details, especially about t h.e rreeting 
bebiveen you ar::.d Truong Nhu Tang. I am very happy to enclose here copies 
of so:rre international press alxmt my activities a"ld Truong Nhu Tang's 
activities. 

Please b2lieve that our relationship will be kept in secret if it is 
your wish. 

I hope to receive from you soon . 

Respectfully yours, 

/J 111,. ,, .. f ~ 
Doan Vai---i 'loai 
(617) 396-6939 

Cable: FLETCHER TELEX/TWX: 710-328-1128 



MEDFORD 

(617) 628-5000 

TUFTS UNIVERSITY 
THE FLETCHER SCHOOL OF LAW AND DIPLOMACY 

Adm inistered with the cooperat ion of Ha rvard Uni versity 

March 30, 1981 

Mr. Richard V. Allen 
National Security Adviser 
The \".?hi te House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Was~~ngton D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Richard V. Allen: 

Doan Vari 'Ibai 
Research Associate 

The Fletcher School 
of Lmv & Diplomacy 
Medford, .MA. 02155 

MASSAC HUSETTS 02155 

I a.m taki.t,.g the liberty to 
Truong Nhu Tang, v,rho was a 
of South Vietnam, and also 
Revolutionary Government. 
lives in Paris. 

send you this letter on behalf of f-"u. 
founder of the National Liberation Front 
the Justice Minister of the Provisional 
He escaped from Vietnam in 1980, and now 

Mr. Tang and a group of the Vietnari-iese refugees have recently forrred 
the National Salvation Council of Vietnam fightL,.g against the present 
corrmunist reg:ure and set up a new real democratic, free regirre. Mr. 
Truong Nhu Tang has total support of the Chinese Govemrrent. He 
visited China last August a"ld was warmly welco:rred by the new Cl-..inese 
PrLrre Minister. But our new struggle against t.lie Corrmunists will not 
be successful unless we have the cooperation of the U.S.A. - the leader 
of the Free W:)rld. 

I believed that the U.S.A. has to act the new role to support the 
new revolution fighting against the Communist totalarian regi:rres. 
Because, in the recent history of the world, the Corrmunist has :rrono
polized the right of actLrig revolution fighting against the non
communist regirres. 

Mr. Truong Nhu Teng asked rre to convey to you his view that you are 
one of a few Western leaders who knows how to confront the Comm.mists 
and that the non-Corm1unist people of the N .L.F. were well preparing 
to undertake a better relationship with the U.S.A. in order to balance 
the Communists when the Paris agreerrBnt was signed. However, nobody 
in the Front irnag-ined or foresaw that the Anericaris ear ly abandoned 
the South Vietnam. It would be wonderful if Mr. Truong Nhu Tang, fonner 
leader of the N. L. F . - an forrrer advers2u:y of the U. S. A. - and you 
rould now be seen together in Washington. 

. .. I . .. 
Cable FLETCHER TELE X/TWX: 710-328-11 28 



MEDFORD 

(617) 628-5000 

TUFTS UNIVERSITY 
THE FLETCHER SCHOOL OF LAW AND DIPLOMACY 

Administered with the cooperation of Harvard Un,vers,ty 

MASSACHUSETTS 0215<; 

f;breover, I believe t.riat Truong Nhu Tang is one of few worthy witness 
who ·would tell you much about Soviet expansionism in South East Asian 
and alx:mt the Viet.11a.rrese Comuunist ambitions in the area. The clever 
usage of Tr..1ong Nhu Tang's witness is very effively agai,,11st t.rie Soviet 
Unions and it is helpful to "educate" public opinion alx:mt the Soviet 
dangers. 

I am the author of the "Vietnarrese Gulag", and am now doing research 
at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy arout the Vietnanese 
Cormnunists. As a representative of ivr..r. Truong :Nnu Tang and a full 
representative of the National Salvation Council, I would be very happy 
to see your assistant to discuss further details, especially arout the 
reseting between you and Truong Nhu Tang. I am very happy to enclose 
here copies of sorre International Press arout my activities and Truong 
Nhu Ta..11g' s activities. 

Please believe that our relationship will be kept in secret if it is 
your wish. 

I hope to receive from you soon. 

Respectfully yours, 

Doan Van 'Ibai 
(617) 396-6939 

Cable: FLETCHER TELEX/TWX: 710-328-1128 



MEDFORD 

(617) 628-5000 

!ban Va'1 'Ibai 
Research .hssociate 
The Fletcher Sc..11(.X)l 
of Law & Diplormcy 
M::dford, MA. 02155 

TUFTS UNIVERSITY 
THE FLETCHER SCHOOL OF LAW AND DIPLOMACY 

Adminis:erea with the cocperat ,o n of Harvard Un, ve rs.ty 

March 30, 1981 

Mr. Edwin t-Eese 
Counselor to the President 
The White Ho1..1Se 

1600 P'2Iillsylvania Avenue 
Washing'"'l.00, D.C. 20500 

D::ar Mr. Edwin .Meese: 

I am tak-.i."lg the lirerty to 
Tnong Nhu Tang, who was a 
of Sout.11 Vietna11, an::l. also 
Ievolutionary Gove.r:nrrent. 
lives in Paris. 

sen.d you this letter on bo....half of Mr. 
founder of the National Liberation Front 
the Justice Minister of t'1e Provisional 
He escaped from Vietnam in 1980, and n0¼1 

Mr. Tang and a group of the Vietnarrese refugees have rece.'1tly frn ... 1red 
the National Salvation Council of Vietnam fighting against t.>-i2 prese.."lt 
conmunist regirre und set up a new real derroctatic, free regirre. ~..r. 
Trmng Nhu Tang has total support of t1.e Chinese Governrrent. He 
visited China last August and vrus wa.1."1l1ly welcorred by the new Chinese 
Prine Minister. But our new struggle against ::he Conr.unists will not 
be successful unless we have the OX)peration o:f: the U.S.A. - the 
leader of the Free W:Jr ld. 

I believed that t.11e U.S.A. has to act t...he new role to sup:r:ort the 
new revolution fighting against the Comm.mist totalarian regimes. 
Because, in the recent history of the v-Drld, the Comm.mist has nono
polized the right of acting re,.rolution fighting against the non
CX)Jl1';1UI'list regirres. 

Mr. Truong Nhu Tang asked rre to cxmvey his wish that he v-D-Jld like 
to sec any responsible person~ity of the U.S. Administration to 
display rrore a.tout t.11e National Salvation Council and to ask for the 
oolp from the U.S.A. 

M:>reover, I relieve that Truong Nhu Tang is one of few \..orthy witness 
wtn v."Ould tell you much al:out ~ Soviet e:i-..-pansionism in South Fast 
Asia and al:out the Vietnarrese Comm.mist arrbi tions in the area. The 
clever usage of Trmng Nhu Tang's witness is very effectively against 
the Soviet Union and it is helpful to "educate" public opinion a.lxmt 
the Soviet dangers. 

. .. / ... 
Cable: FLETCHER TELEX/TWX: 710-328-1128 



MEDFORD 

(617) 628-5000 

TUFTS U~JIVERSITY 
THE FLETCHER SCHOOL OF LAW AND DIPLOMACY 

Ad:n,,,,s '.ered with tne c:-:: ::,erat,:rn o t Harvard LJ :; ., ers,ty 

MASS .:.. C H US E r rs 0,? t'i•~ 

I am t..11e author of the "Viebhlemse Gulag" and arn now doing research at 
the Fletcher School of Law and Diplonac-y clbout t..'-1e 'Jiet:1a,,ese Corrmunists. 
As a representative of Mr. Truong :t--.1hu rang and a :f..i.11 represGJ.1ta.tive of 
the National Salvation Col:t1cil, I ,·x:mld be V2rf happy to se2 your 
assistant to discuss fu_rthe r details, especially 3J:x:mt the ~:2eting be~ 
you and Truong Nhu Tang. I arn very happy to eI1close here copies of sorre 
International Press arout ID'./ activitie~ and Truong Nhu Tang's activiti2s. 

Please believe that our relationslu.p will be kept in secret if it is 
your wish. 

' I rope to receive from you soon. 

respectfully yours, 

J:ban Van 'Ibai 
(617) 396-6939 . 

Cable: FLETCHER TELEXffWX: 710-328-1128 

t . . 



FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MICHAEL K. DEA VER 
Assistant to the President 
Deputy Chief of Staff 

/(tc>~;er~a /-/4.~~, 
~ / Information 

□ Action 



MEDFORD 

(617) 628-5000 

TUFTS UNIVERSITY 
THE FLETCHER SCHOOL OF LAW AND DIPLOMACY 

Administered with the cooperation of Harvard Un iversity 

lf.iarch 30, 19 81 

Mr. Mich=::1.el K. Deaver 
'l'he Deputy Chief of Staff 
The Wh.i te House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washb1.gton, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Michael K. Deaver: 

Coar.. Van 'Ibai 
Research Associate 
The Fletcher School 
of Law & Diplomacy 
Medford, MA. 02155 

MA SSACHU S ETTS 02155 

( 

J. 

I am taking t..11.e liberty to se...11.d you this letter on behalf of Mr. 
Truong Nhu Tang, who was a founder of the National Liberation Front 
of South Vietnai.--rt, and also the Justice lf.ii.nister of t.he Provisional 
Revolutionary Gover:nrrent. He escaped from Vietnam L."1 1980, and now 
lives in Paris. 

Mr. 'l'ang ru"ld a group of the Vietnarrese refugees b...ave recently formed 
tl1e National Salvation Council of Vietr1arn fighting against the present 
comuunist regi.'l'e and set up a new real derrocratic, free regim3. Mr. 
Truong Nhu Tang has total support of the Chinese G..)vernnent. He 
visited China last August and vms ,•:annly v.relcorred by the new Chinese 
Prirre Minister. But our new struggle against tl1e Corrmunists will not 
be successful unless we have the cooperation of the U.S.A. - the 
leader of the Free World. 

I relieve that the U.S.A. has to act t.11.e new role to su-pport tl1e 
new revolution fighting agaii,st the CormRmist totala.rian regimes. 
Recause, in the recent history of the world, the Communist has rrono
polized the right of acting revolution fighting against the non
communist regines. • 

Mr. Truong I\i'hu 'I'arig asked me to convey hi3 wish that he would like 
to see a.."'1y resp::m.sible personality of the U.S. Ad.minis tration to 
display rrore al:xmt the National Sal vat.ion Council and to ask for the 
help from the U.S.A . 

.IYbreover, I believe that Truong Nlm T.=ing is one of few worthy witness 
who v10uld tel l you much al::x:)ut the Soviet expansionism in South East 
Asian and arout the Vietnarrese Conrnunist arabi tions in the area. The 
clever usage of Truong Nh.u •ra...11.g' s witness is very effectiv~ly against 
the Soviet Union and it is helpful to "educate" public opinion arout 
the Soviet dangers. 

. .. I . .. 

Cable FLETCHER TELE X/TWX 710-328-11 28 



MEDFORD 

(617) 628-5000 

TUFTS UNIVERSITY 
THE FLETCHER SCHOOL OF LAW AND DIPLOMACY 

Administered with the cooperat ion of Harvard Un,vers;ty 

MASSACHUSETTS 02155 

I am the aut..i-1or of t..11e "Vietnarrese Gulag" and a111 now doing research at 
the Fletcher School of I.aw and Diplomacy al:out the Viemarrese Comnunists. 
As a representative of Mr. 'rruong Nhu Tang and a full represe.."1.tative 
of the National Salvation Council, I ¼Duld be very happy to see your 
assistclnt to discuss further details , especially about the rreeting 
beueen you and 'l,roong Nhu Tang. I am ve.1.:1 happy to enclose here copies 
of sorre International Press arout my activites and Truong Nhu Tang's 
activities. 

Please believe that our relationship will be kept in secret if it is 
your wish. 

I hope to rereive from you soon. 

Respectfully yours, 

wa."1 Van 'Ibai 
(617) 396-6939 

Cable: FLETCHER TELEX/TWX: 710-328-1128 



NEWSWEEK/JUNE 30, 1980 ==============================================================:: 

A Saigon Defector's Story 
At 6:30 each morning, Truong Nhu Tang punches the time 

clock ·at the Michelin tire plant in Poi tiers, France. Only two • 
men at Michelin-the factory manager and the personnel 
chief-know that the clerk is the former Justice Minister of 
Vietnam's National Liberation Front. More recently, Tang 
became one of the "boat people"-and the highest-ranking 
Vietnamese defector to surface in the West. Last week, in 
an interview with NEWSWEEK'S Edward Behr, the 57-year
old Tang described how he had worked with the Viet Cong 
to overthrow the government of South Vietnam, only to discover 
"that I had made one huge mistake." • 

The son of middle-class Saigoriese parents, Tang grew up 
the very model ofa Vietnamese anti-imperialist. After earning • 
c1. law degree in France during the 1950s, he returned home 
as a businessman and secretly helped to found the NLF. Jailed 
after an informer exposed him, Tang was exchanged in 1968 
for three American prisoners of war; then he vanished into 
the jungle, where he became Justice Minister at COSVN, the 
Front's secret headquarters. Tang was not a Communist: his 
objective was to defeat American "imperialism" and to achieve 

nationalists and former functionaries of the Nguyen Van Thieu 
regime. But the North Vietnamese insisted that Thieu's men 
undergo "re-education." "Gradually, more and more people 
were taken away, and they didn't return," said Tang, whose 
brother was among the detainees. Meanwhile, "Communist 
cadres from the north descended like locusts. Very soon a 
committee of hard-core Communists within the ministry began 
to take all decisions. There never was a date when Hanoi 
said: 'The NLF government is to be disbanded.' It simply 
withered away." • 
• Culprits: Finding he had no useful role to play, Tang retired 

to a small family farm outside Saigon and began to plot his 
escape. Last August, he made it to an Indonesian island in 
a boat packed with 64 refugees. "Things in the South have 
never been as bad as they are now," Tang said. "Current 
repression is far worse than it was in Thieu's day, and now, 
in addition, there is nothing to eat. Hanoi officials blame the 
war, defoliation, the Chinese and the Americans-all except 
the real culprits: themselves." The ravages of American de
foliation have been exaggerated to explain the catastrophic 
agricultural situation, he charged: "The real reason is that 
the i:1easants have decided, as a form of protest, not to raise 
any food except what they themselves need." 

"national reconciliation" in South 
Vietnam. "'\Ve knew that reunifica
tion [with Korth Vietnam] was the 
ultiinate goal, but we expected the 

Tang in 1969, and now: 'I made one huge mistake' 
Tang maintains that Hanoi's lead

ers are "not even intelligent enough 
to play the Soviets off against the 
Chinese," and Vietnam is now "just 

. process to take time," be said. "I 
was for reunification, but not for 
domination." 

Tang and nationalists like him 
were shortchanged by Hanoi. "In
~tead of a government of national 
coalition," he said, "unification was 
forced upon us." After . the fall of 
Sa,igon in 1975, Tang took charge 
at the Justice Ministry, assembling 
a staff that included Communists, 

Soviet Nuclear Facilities in Vietnam? 

AP Edward 9ehr-NEwswE!1Jll 

. Tru~mg Nhu Tang, a high-ranking Vietnamese defector now · 
m Pan~, says the Soviet Union is building piers and other facilities 
to. service nucl_ear submarines at a former U.S. supply base in 
Vie_tnam. Tang 1s a former justice minister in Vietnam's Communist 
n~g1me. Pentagon sources maintain there is·no evidence to support 
his story, but foreign intelligence agents say they have been told 
that U.S. ~atellite photos have confirmed Tang's report .of nuclear 
C??struct10n. at Cam Ranh Bay. Such an installation would fa
cilitate a Soviet presence in the Indian Ocean. 

, NEWSWEEK/FEBRUARY 16, 1981 

a Soviet satellite." He says he will 
continue the "struggle for freedom." 
But for him, the prospects are not 
bright, and he admits that "there 
is no organized opposition to the Ha- . 
noi regime." Like many Southern
ers, Tang was fooled once by the 
Communists, and he may never get 
a chance to live it down, 

FAY WILLEY with EDWARD BEHR 
in Poitiers 



BANGKOK, SUNDAY MORNING.JANUARY 11. 1981'. 

THIS EXCLUSIVE 
picture above shows 
former Kampud,ezn 
Hectd of Stata Prince 
Norodam Sihanouk 
embra-::i .. q i ruong 
f\l hu ·1a11g, a leading 

· Vietnsmf.;12 ciissidenL 
whl) wili bt a key 
men1ber vvhen the 

.,iii 'ci -H::moi Naticna! 
Safvation Councl ~ 
(NSC) is fo~mecl soon 
in Eurnpe. 

The so fo1· unpubH
C!:'.C0 n;<'!etinn !;,<!
t\·:een Sihanouk and 

..---- by--~ 

JACQUES 

BEKAERT 

Truong took place in 
Pe:< ing last September 
when they discussed 
the formation of a 
resistance movement 
to appose the present 
Victna i'lese !f.lvern-

Truor:g Nhu Tang 
wn~ mini:.tar of justi ce 

and founding member 
of th e form er Provi· 
siona l Revolutionary 
Government; the po
litical branch of thr 
National Liberatior. 
Front of forme1· 
South Vietnam. He i1 
r.ow living in exii?. • 
near Paris, working or 
his ·memoirs , soon t<: ;· 
be published · in I 
Fra~ce. l 

The Nation exclu
sively reported on Dec-
23 the formation by 
several key Vietna
mese personalities in 
exile of the National 
Salvat ion Council. 

A source close to 
Truong told The Na
tion in a letter re
ceived in Bangkok 
yesterday that The 
Nation's front-page 
story had the effect ::f 
a· "bomb." . 
• The letter fmm Pa- • 
ris said the NSC's top I 
priority wculd be to 
unite the pat riots of 
all political colours, 
with the exception of 
the Cornmu·nists, to 
hel p Vietnamese peo
ple abroad and within 
the country to over
throw. the oresent 
Viet namese regime. 

"We want to estab
lish a new regime 
which is genuinely 
democratic, a regime 
of liberty, human dig
nity and just ice," the 
source said . 

Cmfrinued Page 2 

The "Ac.·tion Com-, 
mittee" for the time 
being is based outside 
Vietnam. "But the 
pdority must go to 
tha Vietnamese living 
in Vietnam and their 
struggle against the 
current V;etr.amilse 
leadership. We wiil 
soon launch a psycho
logical and military 
front in Vietnam," 
tne source said, 
--·· The t\JSC will loo'· 
for si:1pport fio:n 

i:1Jer1 count ry and 
people in the region 
to fight H :!!"!0!

1s 
"re~ionai . heg"mc,ny 
antj So11iet exp<1nsio
!'!~~rr: ;n ~ r:C~ C:1i;H·; . '! 

The NSC, :.e said, 
"w i!i a!wavs keeo a 

• sovereign and inde
jj,mderit !ine from the 
su per-powers, • includ
ing Chin;;." 
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"I told the Chinese thdt it would be to th 
own interest to help us - the same way-it is i 
them to help the resistance mcvcrn en: in : 
ghanistan," Troung said. 

Tf Jf(:· 6) 
• ~ i :i ~ •• -· y t ., j !_· l - _··1 .~"'f"'1 ~ :'fJI~\, fT)·Jl 
tJ · L.J· t;r-1 ··~ f l'. t 1 ((UJ' •• i.,;. t • • 

Asked specifically v;hat China had ;:ncmis 
to do to help. in the new ;inti-Hanoi mo·.-c:"'.~ , 
Truong said: "They said they would heir, ; 
We need some logistic support. Our tal\.:s \., ,· 
frank, on both sides. I do not want to be:( 
alone in the middle of the ro;;d. They g:i r e , 
more than just nice word s." ' 

• Truong S2id Hoang Van· Boan waY- ·.: ,,~ 

. , . I -~ . 1\ . '" ~ , , f . .JL,i- ..,.,~ \ ...,s.J .. Jv .l, : _ J....,.l • ' ~L 
constant medical care when he met h tm in P·: 
ir,g_ reccn,;~•- ~h-: :1 g, a fou nder-m em ber ... ~( t 
Inaochinese Communist Party (predc,~es:v:,r 
the Communist Party of Vietn am( an J ;; ck 
associa te of Ho Chi Minh defecteG. to Ch.in::, 
Julv 3. 

~ 
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j nation roving edit or • 

PARIS - Several key Vietnamese per
sonalities in exile in the West are to :m
nouncc: scon the formation of an anti
Hanoi "N:1tiorr:1l Salvation Cou'nciJ" 

. 
1 

(NSC ), a senior rcsisrnnce leader huS told 
• T!,e Nation. 

Ho:in; Van Hoa>1, ::; scnio, merr,ber of 
the Communi~.t brty of Vict11a.i-n who 
defected to Chi,1a in July this year, has 
;_r,i1 'cn his ~'.upp tJr1: to the forrmticm of the 
council. 

A kcv memb er of th e new· movement , for
mc: r JH stice ~ii:1istcr of th(; Provision ~t! Rcvclu
i1on~ii·.Y' (~cverni~. c-:1~ (PRC:) T~on; !'!hu T~11g. 
s:~id in ~JJ inte rview in Pari:; ~ecently that he had 
rnet Ho:mg Vri i:fo:;11 111 Peki ng during a recent 
,·i.s i.t to 1.:fu.r.1 \!p suppe>r~ fJr the l'·Jation~ Sal., 
v·~} ~;\;nC\JUii( il.: . ~ , _ . ., ,. .. 

u cacon ot uic 1< ~C. y,, H ... be ionnauv an
:ntn! ncc,j early .nc:-~! y~a=-J "rruon g I✓ hu ·rang 
SJ~d . • 

·r r!~u11•~ s..:ii d he ~·l:~.o 1,1c~ !:-C\"t.:'"~: : ic2.CJng Chi .. 
tH'SC' ~n,f"V1r tnarn?~:: perso:ia!ili.cs dmi.n~ his 
J.·l·~:iB}.!. -..,i3 ~~, . ir-,~: 1.1,:i:1~-~~ fo ;11~ei - }{:;rnnu·~;,H;a.11 
) 1 ,:•:1d ·c,r "'(:1k Prill t:' t: 1✓ ,"l ,· ri clo rn f,1 h:,nouk an d 
,. , ,!in" :=-':' Prin:f• f,i,~\t;! fr '/ h:i.o Liv:1:1tl , 

· ·1{nt;: ,,r -,✓ ;, 1! t10Jn roid rne t1~ -..\·ould r iv,~ us 
!:~: '- ' .~~\f" •' ~t irl the r~nn~J.ti0n :- !' i h.c i"iC\l': CO!J rl .. 
r1! 1 J opp ose tJ1c icacir.!"shio 1n hmoi,' ' 'fruon~ , 
~tid . • • .. -..; i 

The "~.J'ational Salvation Council" envisages 
a vast alliance, grouping togc ~her democra tic 
opposition forces ag:iinst tl:.~ current Com
munist regime in Vietnam. 

"We want to cut the snake'3 head aJ1d make 
soup with the body . The soup will be served to 
the peo,J?le who badly need some nourish
ment/' ,ruong sa.id in tllc interview. 

It is more than likely that Tru ong, the 6O
year-old South Vietnamese revolutionary lead
er, will play a crncial role in th~ new "council." 
He was a fou nder member of the now-defunct 
Provisional Revolutionary Government, the 
political arm of the National ~iberation Front 

· informer South Vietnam . 
A Western diplomatic sourr,e based in P::ris 

was somewhat skeptical abou t the extent of 
the Chinese support to the new anti-Hanoi 
movement. 

1 Recent visitors to Vietnam have reported 
H11 t if the pre sen t leadership m Hanoi may be 
ux!popular t"The South L~ now the most prc--
1' .. merican area of the world," 0ne le fti st journa· 1· 

list said) and if Le Duan seems to bear th 
brunt o,·public resentment, H.moi is notabot. i.- 1

1 

to give up. . • 
. Trubng is aware of I:: is fact. " Wc-dor.'t envi.· 
s:igc a gucr:ilia warfare ~gainst_ th~,wcsent Viet· 
namesc re:;ime fo;- lht ilffi~ bcwg, 11c s:lld . 

• Another source s.lid that the r,; , istance movement 
in the Sou.th of \r ic trui:; had in fact. bern fading ouL 

-L:!ci, of coordi.n:,tio.n, contacts a,1c:l. endless stru,ggle I 
wit h little er no J;opc 0f victory , ar,d the iack of acr.es~ , 
to t}i~ ex tc.rml worl.d h a{l affccte-1 the rcsisrn.nc:;: mo-

1

. 

"''?!'l; rfl 1
1 th•· ~0 11 rre s:1 ;.ci. _ • 

Ohscrvcrs s:iid th at 1l1e '.leW Sa.1,vation Council ·may 1 
concentrate on psycho;0~ica: 'iniuns. C:mt:ic ,, c.xist i 
between t_he i~;.lcrs in t·xtlca110 L"lsi.le Vie: nmn, most· I 
ly in U,c South. . • 

-5~ ~ ii~]~., 
'- ~ -E e t"' ~ ~ ~ 0 ·c: E ~ t ~) ·i::, ' J 
~ ~< o _!:. .~ r..: ·C 
Q; "O I E C: - (I'! ~ -~-

.::> o C ... r.; c..... ~- • ..., 
P.<:: !:i.U.: ~ E o _c .:1·;; 
&3 ~ -~ ~ ,, t ~ U') .;: 
EO"l~z(.:~ +"' -..s-o 

- ~ ..... ..c:: ·-1 
1-, .c -!) .s 

11 ll -~ - z &. .-::: ·;: "' 
§ "' '- C: C: !> ... ·-

.:., 0 .; ·- -;:; Cl.. " :) ~ 
(.,) - I!):, · -

0 o E~i.::~, 1J-:, 
t.,;.., c7, '1 (':" ~ - ,.. Y. . ~ .C :~ 
0...-0 ::J ~ V ·~ (.) _. ..C = ~ .g O ~ ;; u . ~ -
o ·- Y 5 i3 E -ci,.S E bh c;,,~o . vi -:,CJ r.:"' ... ·- 0 OJ - ..c 
~ -~ :::, c.. 11,) -0 i1'l ~ - ~ .. .; 
~ (.':I .,.,) ..0 ... -.:, c.'I.': ~J - _,...; 

3 !J .c: o ~ c: :J .S -~ -~ 
~ ;:-J ~ +J " "" LJ -~ u ~ -- ~ 

g ~ -g 1s "?. ~ s ;:; 8 ·g 
r::l :l - - cl ~ • .; -u l CT' ,. u ·- ·-· o - "' 0 
5 v 0 ~8.--3 ug::::2 
8 ~ ,,.5 X:.2 E ~ .-";:f-
~ ~> ~ e> =3 E ~t r" t, 

!) :>-l-<9 t.' -:J~: ._ __, _c..>:r. 
- "'d~::,~:1::1 u ..,, :, VJ :,:::= r- .!:; .... -~ < P'.l .... § :J.. t ; c.. 

-Sro..c: ~~t1 ;:: _z; 
: ;tf-, .... ,~ "' .:::: 

/ 

DOAN VAt<, TO,i,: 
17 'vVebsi-e.r Str . 
Medford, Nl·. 02 ; :;:; 
T , ,. 1 ""' 3, ~6 , ,.. ,. 0 e,: o /-. '"/ b'IJ . 
·_---~ 



t-,! • ' • · " • • ; ' • ; • ' ' ·. ~·J,<t; 

·-· · . .. • .' INTERNm'IONAL . • "i: 

·: ~ ... r ~~t'lt1~ ~f ~~r?~ ~ '"b. u · ·u~:; -.~a."'"~ v~Jit~<>\!.L-~" . ..,. 
Page2 •. Pui:e 4 , Saturd.ly~Swiday, June 28-29, 1980 • 

Former Vietnam ·Revolutionary ' 
Denounces. Co:nilllullist Regime ·· 

. . .. . I . . 
By Thomas Karnm 

PARIS, June 27 (!HT) -Truong 
Nhu Tang, a founding member of 
the Communist-controlled National 
Liberation Fron t of South Vietnam 
aml the justice minis ter of the Pro
visional Revol utionary Govern• 
ment, escaped frurn Vietnam last 
fall us a simple boat person, feeling 
lx:trayed by the North Vietnamese 
Communists and lei down by his 
rorrner i:umrud,s. 

Mr. Tang, 57, is, along with 
Huang Yan I-loan, a f,>rmer mem• 
her of thc Polithuro who defected to 
China in 1979, the highest-rank:ng 
per~onali1y to escape from Vietnam 
sinct: the Communist tak.cover. 

Alm.~ of Movement 

Now, · five years after the Com-
' muni ~ts won the war, "liberated" 

the South and reunified the coun• :: 
try, Mt. Tang d: nounced them in 
an interview in Paris, where he has 
sough t refuge • from the "tyranny 
and the wtalitarianism" of the cur
n:nt Vie1nam1:\e regime, which he 
l:.bcled "a servant of the Soviet Un- · 
ion." 

Mr. Tang's statements provide a 
striking example of the rift between 
South Vietnamese nationalists und 
the Communists, who at one time 
fm1 £_ht for the same cause. 

Mr. Tang joincJ the National 
Liberation Fro11t to "fi~l ugain~t 

I
·····-· - M ~ ··,, • : · . ,,...,.,., . , •• , · -• •· - • • ""1 tral and 1prosperous South Viet~ · 

• • 1 ' . , • , . , • nam" before unifying the country 
' ~ h. <►, ,,, ' · •.'. , . • ··• , ~, i "step by step . .. on the basis of . 

' ~..;if'· ·· • •. ,' :;;J:?;; ·, . ,'. /,;/ di scussions and agreement between .: 
. {: · •· . ,.'. • :): '/ C, ;' •. ~ ~ both :iones, without coercion by ei-

..,~ ~ • . ~- ... ~-i~i.~\·J":~: .. :/
11~~- .. :.·t.~ thcr side."1 • ·1 

W' ; . !.;-,_ · ";;\ ;-:· .. ~,.\1 1.,. ·'> ·'., But 1:1is policy repeated!( l!!rn• ') ·.1-. • ' ,_., !1 l f :y· ' ' .. ' • - •· • · t , · ·" ~~ • • , 

15; ,, • •· • :•1.:· /:' ,"t ·,\:(;--':,;-.•·.•1(/ · phas12cJ m lh<! progru ms o both 
r i'·.r1't ,,'. ' /;} '\~\.'/ . ;:;'~-\1i the Nutioual Libcrati,>n rront and 
1,';i, ' _°;''\•f' t -;i. · ,\(',11 \ _· .. /)·· " the PRG and acknowledged by the 
:.) . \.' •. : . '/;;{!} • • • ·; -~ \: 1973 Paris pence agreements, w11s 
'I'" , , ~ ~ , •., ... ~ 'l • 

f '. -:·:h.: .~ _,,,\ ;,.,(· .k ,::·· .> !• .: · flouted ~y th~ Commuru;ts,'' who 
- . . ,' • •· ,! , · '··: 1. • ,y., •1; used the r 1p1d collapse of 1.he 
[ , ,. ,: H . ~- '} • ·, ·, • , Saigon reg,in_1r.: in _1975 to "ui\:crt f,lf 

, :f:: • .. , .,;:, . I its own profit a tustonc occaMon for .. 
' • .. _("-,;• . .',, .. the Victn11me~e pcoplt:," Mr. Tang :. 

, , • ,. , " said. 1 • ' 
J ,. i. ,1 . ., t,'.; ·t :i "I was! convinced that once- w~ :. 

\

" :.:~,, ·::ii?'.\ ( ·, had ri:g*in i.:,~ independence, . it , 
: '$i' ·.r , \ • . , .... ,,., '. -.. would be p,is$1ble t.:; cooperate w1lh .. 

. f" 1\\ '·"· : t~ y 1.:.. the Conu1:unis1s in the C½>llStrucliOll _: 
\ ;• i\ . , i i ,, \i~ of a ~cnumcly dcmocra11c soue(y " 

\ 
;' • (\¾,. i . , . '~ he _su1d. ",But they ru,hcd the urui\. • .• 
f 1 ·, •. ·:, 1 ., cation rroc:c,s. As t1111e went by, 1 .: 

• , • i\ >.,: ~ ~. . 1. •..• rc::alilet that the just cuusc of inde• ·,. 
•'~~ii.'.,;,, k1ho11:&-i penJcncc, and liberty .had been be- ;:. 

. "' trayc<l by the:, leaders of the Viel• ·:. 
Truong Nhu Tang namese <;:onununist Party. InstcJAd : 

· i ! of a policy of r.xonciliation und na• •• 
the American intcnicntion and the tio1!al concon.l, th:.:y con<luctcd a ; 
despotism . of . a corrupt . gove~- p_ohcX o~ vengcance and rcpres- ; 
mcnt." He said the Communist- swn. ; . . . , 
controlled . Nationnl Liberation . Mr. ~fang believes that _1h1s policy ~ 
Fronl, which became the PRO in Ls momat~d soldy by 1deoh,g1cul ', 
1969, was a nationalist movement · reu.<.ons. l'W_c knc:w _that the obJ~" : 
that int..:nded to "build un inde- live uf thr C<mu11111u; t Party was to ·,. 
1pendent, democratic, peaceful, neu- s1.:11.e ppwer. Hui we thought that 

· th.:y . wunt~,1 to s.:rL~· puwa 111 the 
intcrc~ l of th <= p Cl)pk and not in the l 
intcre$l of Ilic Cummtrni:,l idtolo• I 

' - . ... . i..._ _ __ .. __ · · - ·· - ~ . .• 

• 1,I: ; ~ . ! 

gy." ; ----- • . .... ------1· 
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·1; ~ ; ' • • • • l ... 
; ,, : . Patriotlffll I>oub&ed ·., : "' ~,..:J i 

This perception has led nationll1- :. 
ish like Mr. Tang to doub1 the pa• . 
trioti~m of VietnameM: Communist& 
and their sincerity during the years : 
they supported the National Libcr• , 
s.tion Front and its military arm, . 
th.e Viel Cong. . 1 

'"'T11e Vie1namese Communi5ta 
are prnfes~ional seducers, full of at• •. 
tcnhons when they ure not in pow- , 
er," Kaid Mr. Tang. "But on.:e they i 

he'd power, they turnc;d into inscn• , 
sitivc, uog,a>.l'ful, cynii.:,Ll a11d brutal 
humnn b\.:ings. ., 

"ll bhould b0 ur tu the Vi \• . 
namc~e people to rind th-:ir own 
form of society thnt corrc~ponds 
puliticJl!y, c::.:onomicully 1mJ suci~
ly to the soul or the wuntry, to tli . 
state of devd0pmcnt. Instead, the . 
Communi,t Party wants to build a 
nution wh~e ambitions for power 
go beyond the materi.111 and mQral 
resources of the country •.. [\'iet• 
nam} is the Asian Cuba of 8ovi11t 
expan~iuni,m." 

111c Sov iet Union pours military 
aid into Viclu,1m worth an e~timat• 
ed S3 million a day . Political ana- • 
lyst~ believe that Vietnam is 11n u
ccllcnl investment for the Soviet , 

: Union, ll,iviug the Rus~inu:. the us,a , 
of fom1t!lr U.S. military ftlcihtiet ».a ! 

.. well as providing them with an \.In•._ ,. 
•• portaut ~trati.:g,ic base in an a.rua • 

where U.S. influence and miliuiry 
litreng,th are al I\ low ebb. 

But the rnnscquence!i for Viet• 
mun arc scrn as i,nlatiun from the·· 
rest of 1he world and ho~tility 
toward Chin11. • 

~Ide.I 'Mistilke' 
: "Vietnam no longer receives tixh-' 

nii.:al or fin,m.:ial hdp, or even moi'
al rnpport froill a11y0ne ~ave th.; Su-> 
vic:t Union, and the Sovicl Union 
ahme cannot c ·,rry Vietnam ( 111 its 
bad, f,11c\cr," cw1tinuc•d Mr. T.mg. 
•'Morco1er, by opp,,,ing Chin~, 
V 1c1 n:un h11s cu1i1m1 tttJ ,1 gwpnli ll· 
cul unJ hi~torirnl mi,1ukc:. l>t·,: uu,c 

, no cou111ry .;d.!1 ]i\e in a ~late vf hos• 
tili1y to\liard China, y, ith whi,:h 
Vittnam is condcnined to eternJU)' 

. share its bvrder ." 
He: i.ee; fou r basic contrndi.:timu 

facing the Victnamc~e Cummirni)ts: 
• luc..)ln~i.:u.1. Viernam is 1111nu• 

ing a "Marx.i sl-Lctlinist brand o{ 
worki.ng-dass C..)mmunism" in a 
prcdomimu1tly pca~a.nt iX>Ulltry. 

• Economic. • "T11e party has 
boa.s1eJ th,H it can pa~, dlrc:,:tly 
horn u fe<1Jal ,rnd wlonial ,v-:it"!y 
lO a Communist ont' with,>ut p.t,:.· 
ing through a CJ!>itali~t ph.,sc that 
would 11,ivc them the nc..:c-~silty ma-'. 
terial and indu:, tlial b.u,es." He es ti• 
mated 1h ,1i 'lict11am ;iaauali) h,u a 
$.l-tortfall of bei-•,ecn 1 .u1J: ) 11ulli,m 
tons nf \t ,1plt ft)1,ds. 

• Pulitif.:al. "The: ,focr~anC)' be
tween the 11mhi11,>us uhjcdi~n 11.nJ 
the very limitc:J m<.'.an, h,n k:J the 
lcatkrs to com mil ,cn0us ,11 ,1te~ic 
and t:K:tital errors." 

• Suda! . 1l1e party-state is devcl• 
oping "a dns~ qf C<1rrllpt hurea~• 
cn!ls that enlarge~ the gap b;;t~o:m 
1.he party and the pe,,plc." 

111e picture th <1t cn11:rg,:J fo.nn 
Mr. Tang's description i:, o( a c0u11• 

try f1Kin~ ckep e.:onomi..: a11J poli1i
'. cal problcru~ whose oi1ly solution 
' w,,ul,1 be a chang.e of ·(uum: hJ. the 
. n::&ime. Thi~ sc.:ms lii ~hly unhld1, 
: &1Xo1ding to Mr. Tarig. hot he e,ud 

'!.hill the IOOO<.I IS on~ ,,r "d, ~ .. dk...:
t ion, of !!,C11t1 ;1l popular tlh i..:0111cnt'' 
a1Lhoufh the populutio11 m,m ifc~ls 
only • pa~sive resistance to the re-
:,;im.:." • 

However, Mr. Tang warned th at 
on expk•sion Ctlu)J tale plaG~ if 
"war and mi .1erv i..:,)ntinue." Hc•,ai J 
thi: goal of hi s "lclll(kll <if)' C.\ik" 
was Lo or~~niLC rc~i~ta\icc. 

,..:;;......,_;.-_._.;~..u:ia~ 




