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DATE: 7/1/85 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: Monday, 7/1, 7:00 p.m.

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDWGENT

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GREET HOSTAGES AT ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE
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REMARKS:

May we have your comments ciease ASAP to Peqgy Noonan with an information cooy to my

office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: -. MEMO-RANDUM FOR DAVID L. CHEW
July 2,

1985

NSC has rev1ewed the subject remarks and recomends the changes
as indicated. Comments were provided directly.

h-

William F. Martin

David L. Chew

Executive Secretary StaffSecretary

Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GREET RETURNING BEIRUT HOSTAGES ' . ‘i,
ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE RO
TUESDAY, JULY 2, 1985 -2 "

My remarks will be brief -- this isn't the time for )
speeches, this is a time for reunions, and families coming
together. There's only one thing to say, and I say it from the
bottor )>f my heart and in the name of all of the people of our
country: welcome home. We're so happy you're back, safe and
sound.

This has been a trying and very demanding time for so many
people, but for none more than you. I talked to many of your
relatives, met with them at various locations throughout the
country while you were being held. And I know you won't be
surprised when I tell you how committed they were to winning your
é;eedom, h;Q full of ;aring and concern they were. I know that
they're proud of you -- and I know from personal experience that
you should be very proud of them.

All of America was concerned about you; many prayers were
said for your safe release. 1In the days that you were away, our
attention was never once distracted from your plight, and we
would not rest until you returned to us, safe and whole.

None of you were held prisoner because of any personal wrong
any of you had dcne to anyone. You were held simply because you
were Americans. In the minds of your captors you represented us.

Whatever the presumed grievance or political motive that

caused these actions, let there be no confusion: a crime was
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committed against you. Hijacking is a crime; kidnapping is a
crime; murder is a crime; holding our people prisoner is a crime,
When cruelty is inflicted on innocent people, it discredits
whatever cause in whose name it is done. And those who commit
such deeds are enemies of peace -~ literally enemies of the
peace.

Now you are returned to us, and we heave a deep-felt sigh of

THREE THISGS WE MoST poT FoXGE T

relief. But there are(promises to be kept.] )

The day your p}ane was hijacked, the terrorists focused
their brutality on a brave young man who was a member of the
Armed Forces of the United States. 'They beat Robbie Stethem
without mercy and shot him to death.

Our joy at your return is substantial; but so is our pain at
what was done to éhaé son of America. I know you care deeply
about Bobby Stethem and what was done to him. We will not forget =
what was done to him -- there will be no forgetting. His-
murderers must be brought to justice.

Nor will we forget the seven Americans who were taken
captive before you, and who are captive still., They must be

“THEY
released. The homecoming won't be complete until we” have all

come home.
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’ en we heard < was headed
for Beirut, our hearts sank. That airport has become a vipers'
pit, a sanctuary for terrorists, a base from which the most
unspeakable operations are launched with impunity. In fact, some
15% of all the world's hijackings have involved flights that
either beg&gaﬁfﬂé'ded up at Beirut International Airport. Your
experience underscores the mgnace it represents for innocent air
travel.
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For now, we rejoice at your return. Nancy and I prayed for

your safety. We prayed for your speedy return. We were not
alone =-- our prayers were only two among millions.

We felt a great national anguish when you were taken, and it

is a truly ﬂation&l joy that greets your return.

You are back in the free land of America, safe and sound.
You withstood your ordeal with extraordinary composure and

coolness. Your friends are waiting for you now, and your

families, all your loved ones.
So o, o e . It's great to have you back

where you belong.

Thank you, all of you. God bless you all. .

-



BRIEF PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS

ABOARD AIRCRAFT

Before we go outside and meet with all your friends and
loved ones, I wanted to privately, on behalf of the American

people, welcome you back to the United States of America.

In a few moments, we'll be going out of this aircraft to set
foot on our sacred soil after a harrowing ordeal. 1 want

you to know how glad we all are that you are home and safe.

I will be making a few brief remarks in welcoming you back.
In those remarks, I will ask our people to remember Navy man
Stethem and our other seven Americans who are still being

held hostage.

I want you to know that this in no way detracts from the joy
we feel for your return. But I also believe it to be
important that we not forget those who perpetrated these

acts and those who still suffer.

It's good to have you home again. God Bless you all!



United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

July 2, 1985

—LINITED OFPICIAL USE-

MEMORANDUM POR MR. ROBERT C. MCPARLANE
THE WEITE HOUSE

'SUBJECT: Likely Views of Forser Rostages

As you requested, we attach a paper prepared
by the Department of State element with the former
hostages in Germany. It sums up their attitudes
on the day of their return .to the United States.

Nicholas Piatt
Executive Secretary.

‘Attachment
as stated

—LIMITED OFRICIALUSE—
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SUBJBCT: ~ What the President is

likely to hear from the
former hostages : ’ )

At White House request, ve asked the party with the ex-hostages
to give us a sense of the main themes the President is likely
to hear in his July 2 meeting with them at Andrevs.

The following report tepresents the views of the officials with

the party, as called in by NEA Public Affairs Adviser Mike .
Austrian.

While each of the 39 returning Americans has a different ttorf,
there are a number of attitudes that the majority share:

-= Gratitude and pride tovards the Onited States and the

President for the responsidility and patience shown
throughout the crisis.

Gratitude towards Syris and Amal. JA-number of the
ex-hostages developed a bond with their captors, and
there is some sympathy for the Shi'ite cause, Some may
press for the return of the Atlit prisonezs.

Growing hontllify among many towards the Qedia, anéd a

sense that they are being exploited., They want to meet

the President and thank him, but they wvant the meeting -
to be private.

Concern that the U.5. may be planning indiscriminate
retaliation, Some may want to know what the President
will 40 now; others are likely to stress the need to

protect the lives of those involved in hijacking
incidents.

Above all, a universal relief that the otdeal is over
and a desite to get home, In this connection, some

may be concerned about missing their connection in
Washington.
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. PRESTDENTY¥AL REMARKS: GREET HOSTAGES AT ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE
TUESDAY, JULY 2, 1985

Thank you. Thank you very much.

My remarks will be brief -- this isn't the time for
speeches, this is a time for reunions, and families coming
together. There's only one thing to say, and I.say it from the
bottom of my heart and in the name of all of the people of our
country: welcome home. We're so happy you're back, safe and
sound. |

This has been a trying and very demanding time for so many
people, but for none more than you. I talked to many of your
relatives while you were being held, talked to them on the phone,
and met with them at various locations throughout the country.
And I know you won't be surprised when I tell you how committed
they were to winning your freedom, how full of caring and concern
they were. I know that they're proud of you -- and I know from
personal experience that you should be very proud of them.

All of America was concerned about you; many prayers were
said for your safe release. 1In the days that you were away, our
attention was never once distracted from your plight, and we
would not rest until you returned to us, safe and whole.

None of you were held prisoner because of any personal wrong
any of you had done to anyone. You were held simply because you
were Americans. In the minds of your captors you represented us.

And so you suffered for us, and in our name.



5250
MEMORANDUM

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

July 1, 1985
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE

FROM: OLIVER L. NORTH s1amen
HOWARD- R. TEICHER g /
JAMES P. COVEY (\[".~
\J

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks upon Greeting Hostages at
Andrew AFB on July 2, 1985

Attached at Tab I is a memo from Bill Martin to David Chew
forwarding NSC changes/recommendations to Presidential remarks
prepared for greeting the hostages upon their return at Andrews
AFB on July 2, 1985,

Attached at Tab II is a brief statement for the President to use
aboard the aircraft during his private "welcome back" before they
disembark and meet their families and the media.

At Tab III is a proposed Presidential message for use by Amb Bob
Oakley in Germany.

Karna Small concurs.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That you authorize Bill Martin to sign and forward the memo
at Tab I. -

Approve ’ Disapprove

2. That you approve the brief Presidential remarks for use
aboard the aircraft (Tab II).

Approve .. Disapprove

3. That you approve the Presidential message at Tab III and
authorize State to pass same to Amb Bob Oakley for his use in

Germany. 9 g E

Approve i\ Disappro?e

Attachments
Tab I - Martin Memo to Chew w/attachment
Tab II - Brief Presidential Remarks for Use Aboard Aircraft
Tab III - Presidential Message for use by Amb Bob Oakley
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BENEYAs JULY 3+ REUTER - THE UNITER STATES GHD THE SOUIET
URION RAUE SIGHNED B FORMAL ®°UNDERATARBING™® ON JOIRNT RCTION IF
TERRORISTS THREATEN TG USE RUCLERR WERPONSs RERRERS OF A U3,
SENATE ARNMS CORTROL GRSERVERS GROUP SRID TORAY.

THE UNBERSTANDIIRG ""ANPLIFIED AND STRERGTHERER®® B 1374
4,5, -50U1ET AGHECNENT ON NUCLEAR RRNS SAFEGHARDSs EXTENRING
THAT RBOCHNENT T0 COUER NUCLERR TERRORISH EITHER RY RN EXTRERIST
GROUP OR A THIRD WORLD COUNTRYs SEN. SAM RUHH TOLD R HEUWS
COKFERENCE,

THE GEORGIA BENGCRAT SARIN DICE PRESIDENT GEORGE RUSH KRS
REFERRING 70 THE UNDERSTANDING UHER HE SAIR RECEHTLY THRT THE
AUPERPOMERS WERE SEEKING R "°CONSENSUS THAT TERRORIATS WHO USE
Gk THRERTEN TO USE HUCLERR WERPONS RE BERLT MITH JOINTLY RRD
SHIFTLY, " '

BUSH MABE THE STATERENT AT R GENWEYR COLLOGUIUNM ON RUCLEAR ARNS

A3T SATURDAY.

HUNN ROTED THART THE UNDERSTANDINGs SIGHED ON JUNE 145 HRS R
CLASSIFIED DOCUMENT RUT HE FELT THAT THE RUSH STRATEMENT RABE 17
A PUBLIC BMATTER.

HE TOLE REUTERS THE DOCUNENT WRS SEVERAL PAGES LONG RND URS
CLASSIFIED AT THE REGUEST OF THE RUSSIANS. *"1 SEE 4O REASON
4HY THIS SHOBLD WOT BE RADE PUBLIC AND HAUE SAI1D 50:" KE
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CONFERERCE.
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1&?E?Pﬂ£-Rn SIGHED THO ®*CONNON UNDERSTRNBINGS®® OR EXISTING
niﬁ: AGREEMENTS. MHICH COUER LIWITING ANTI-RRLLISTIC MISSILE

STENS BND HOTIFICATION TO REDUCE THE RISK OF RUCLERR HAR,
'HF ?THTENHQT ”H}B THC jnﬁtﬂr?ﬂﬁﬁ1¥6 (i iIN’T’Q’ THE RI3K OF

........

FQF' L1 ?R:UE”T ﬂff?ﬁ“**“‘ iR i *fT4923:E? QJE Cr HUTLER?

t&wi« 17 BERELY RECORDS THE PRRTIES® UNLERSTAKBING OF THLIR
GRTIORS UHIER 17.°°

Hﬁ SOUIET SPOKESHEKR HRUE REFUSED 7O BAKE ANY FURTHER

3 %
COMRENT (N THE STHTERENRT.
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