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INTERIM STATEMENT UPON ARRIVAL IN DAMASCUS

We have been in contact with the Government of Syria regarding
the movement of the Americans from Beirut to Damascus. The
Syrian government confirms that our people are now in Damascus.

We expect the Government of Syria to facilitate their onward

travel as rapidly as possible.
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CONTIGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE: UPON RELEASE OF HOSTAGES

HOLD FOR RELEASE

Q. Was the release of the hostages part of a deal? Did we give
guarantees that the prisoners held by Israel would be released?

A: --We gave no guarantees and made no concessions, nor did we
urge others to do so. This is a firm policy which we shall

continue to respect.

- -
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Q. What do we expect Israel will do now with the prisoners it
is holding? ' '
A: --Israel's policy on returning its prisoners to Lebanon is
a matter of record. Israel has stated that its policy is to
release the prisoners as the security situation permits in

South Lebanon.

I
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Q: Have we suggested to the Israelis that they release their
prisoners?

~A: ~-0Our position is clear; there is no linkage between the two
matters. We have not made deals nor did we urge other to do
so. Israel's policy for the release of the prisoners
predates the hijacking. They have said they would do so as

a function of the security situation in southern Lebanon.

|
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Q: Can you comment on the Israeli television report that Israel
and the U.S. reached an understanding that Israel will release

its 737 Lebanese prisoners only after the 39 American hostages
are released? Wasn't there a linkage?

Az --The GOI formally denied the report to which you refer.



Q:

27

If there was no deal of linkage, then why do you think the

hostages are being released? What were the key elements?

Az

--We think there finally was a recognition that U.S.

patience was not unlimited and that Amiiigg_yil;*pot make

deals with terrorists. Also, there was growing outrage of
this act of terrorism by nations around the world, including
Arab states. We were in touc@ with a number of parties and
countries, including Algeria and Syria, and we think these

efforts on a number of fronts all helped.

--The Administration is determined to do everything possible

to bring an end to such terrorist acts, which are a threat

20 the entire interngtional cammunity. _The U.S. will

continue to work to help eradicate this menace to civilized
behavior and we call upon the international community to

cooperate fully in this effort.
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Q. Now that the prisoners are being released, is the U.S. going
to retaliate for the hijacking?

A. =-- This is not the time or place to comment on that. There
is a general recognition however that steps must be taken
to get to the root of terrorism. There is also a growing
recognition that Beirut airport should not remain a safe
haven for aircraft pirates who prey upon civil aviation in

the entire region.
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Q. What are we doing about the seven Americans who were
kidnapped earlier in Lebanon?

--They have not been forgotten. We are continging to work
for the release and again call upon the kidnappers to
release them. The kidnappings of these Americans and
nationals of other nations are acts of terrorism which not
only fail to gain sympathy for the cause of the
perpetrators but are criminal acts which deserve the

.

condemnation of the entire international community.

(]
3
|
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Talking Points White House will use to Notify Senators Dole &

Byrd, Congressmen O'Neil & Michel at 0700 EDT, 29 June 1985

At 0300 EDT this morning the 39 TWA hostages left Beirut b§
truck enroute to Damascus. There was & Syrian military escort.
The hostages should be arriving in Damascus right about now. Wwe
expect the Syrians to turn them over to us in about two hours
after they have rested at the Sheratan Hotel in Damascus. The
U.S. will then receive the hoétages and fly (not certain whether
military A/C or not, check in AM) them to Frankfurt, FRG where a
reception team from USG will meet them for onward processing. No
definite arrangements have been made for their return to US but

will be done as rapidly as possible.”

The President will make a statementbat 0900 this morniné as
the hostages leave Damascu;. Unfortunately, the other seven
American hostages have not been returned yet. The President will
address this and the continuing efforts to free them. We need to

keep the pressure on to get them back.

We'll have more details for you later.
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B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name Withdrawer
Fortier, Donald: Files RB 2/25/2011
W
File Folder FOIA
JITACKING CRISIS, JUNE-JULY 1985 (2) TWA 847 (06/24/1985- F97-046/4
06/25/1985) WILLS
Box Number
5 27
ID Document Type No of Doc Date Restric-
Document Description pages tions
105720 CHART 2 ND B1
RE. PLAN OF ACTION [ATTACHED TO DOC. B3
105719]

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name Withdrawer
Fortier, Donald: Files RB 2/25/2011
\Y
File Folder FOIA
JIJACKING CRISIS, JUNE-JULY 1985 (2) TWA 847 (06/24/1985-  F97-046/4
06/25/1985) WILLS
Box Number
5 27
ID Document Type No of Doc Date Restric-
Document Description pages tions
105721 PAPER 9 6/25/1985 Bl
TIMELINE FOR ACTIVITIES [ATTACHED TO DOC. B3
105720]

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name Withdrawer
Fortier, Donald: Files RB 2/25/2011
W
File Folder FOIA
JIJACKING CRISIS, JUNE-JULY 1985 (2) TWA 847 (06/24/1985- F97-046/4
06/25/1985) WILLS
Box Number
5 27
ID Document Type No of Doc Date Restric-
Document Description pages tions
105722 PAPER 5 ND B1

RE. FRAMEWORK FOR DECISION [COPY OF DOC. B3

105718; ATTACHED TO DOC. 105721]

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name Withdrawer
Fortier, Donald: Files RB 2/25/2011
W
File Folder FOIA
JITACKING CRISIS, JUNE-JULY 1985 (2) TWA 847 (06/24/1985-  F97-046/4
06/25/1985) WILLS
Box Number
5 27
ID Document Type No of Doc Date Restric-
Document Description pages tions
105723 PAPER 5 ND B1
B3

RE. FRAMEWORK FOR DECISION [COPY OF DOC.
105718; ATTACHED TO DOC. 105722]

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [{b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.



WITHDRAWAL SHEET
Ronald Reagan Library

Collection Name Withdrawer
Fortier, Donald: Files RB 2/25/2011
W
File Folder FOIA
JIJACKING CRISIS, JUNE-JULY 1985 (2) TWA 847 (06/24/1985- F97-046/4
06/25/1985) WILLS
Box Number
5 27
ID Document Type No of Doc Date Restric-
Document Description pages tions
105724 MEMO 1 6/25/1985 Bl

NORTH, FORTIER, TEICHER TO MCFARLANE RE.
NSPG MTG. [ANNOTATED]

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA}

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA}

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed of gift.
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