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He looked at her and asked if she'd like some peanuts. And as he
poured them into her hand he said, "I wish they were emeralds."™ And
years later, as a famous and celebrated playwright, he bought Helen
what she'd asked for ag an anniversary gift, a handful of jewels.
And as he poured the emeralds into her han¢, you know what he said?
"I wish they were peanuts." (Laughter.)

Helen Hayes McArthur. (Applause.)

"Many are admired but few are beloved, and fewer still
are both. But Helen Hayes is and has been for almost all the years
of this century both. Peerless actress, peerless star, she has
excelled on stage, screen and television, playing everything from
virtuous young ingenues to Victorian queens, Helen Hayes is that rare
thing -- a true original. She is also, demonstrably, a great
actress, a great patriot, and a great socul."

Helen, congratulations. (Applause.)
General Matthew B. Ridgway. (Applause.)

"When a soldier rising, sword in hand, reaches to protect
an idea -~ freedom, liberty, human kindness == the world is, for a
moment, hushed. Greatness is often born in quiet, in stillness. And
so it was that night in June of 1944 when General Matthew B. Ridgway
prayed the words God spoke to Joshua: 'I will not fail thee, nor
forsake thee.' D-Day saved a continent, and so, a world. And
Ridgway helped save D-Day. Heroes come when they're needed; great
men step forward when courage seems in short supply. World wWar II
was such a time. And there was Ridgway."

General, thank you and God bless you. (Applause.)
Vermont Connecticut Royster. (Applause.)

MR. ROYSTER: Did they have to put the middle name in?
THE PRESIDENT: (Laughter.) Not any more.

"For over half a century, as a journalist, author, and
teacher, Vermont Royster illuminated the political and economic life
of our times. His common sense exploded the pretentions of 'expert
opinion,' and his compelling eloquence warned of the evils of society
loosed from its moorings in faith. The voice of the American people
can be heard in his prose -- honest, open, proud, and free."

Vermont, congratulations to you and to the rest of New
England. (Applause.)

Albert Bruce Sabin. (Applause.)

When as a boy Albert Bruce Sabin came to the United
States from Russia and no one could have known that he would number
among the most prominent immigrants of our century. From an early
age Sabin devoted his life to medicine, and by the 1950s his research
had resulted in a breakthrough. 1In the years since, the Sabin
vaccine has helped to make dramatic advances against the scourge of
polio myelitis.

* This medal is awarded to Dr. Sabin on behalf on a proud
nation and a grateful world. Doctor, thank you for everything.
(Applause.)

There is nothing to add to achievements such as these,
and no praise that can add any more luster to these great names. May
I say to you simply, to all of you, thank you just for being, for
doing what you have done what you do.

And thank you all, and God bless you. (Applauée.)

END 1:30 P.M. EDT
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can bestow, and I have always thought it highly significant that.OEh
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we call it not the medal of talent, or the medal of valor, or the
medal of courage or genius, but the medal of freedom. I think
that says a lot about our values, and what we honor, and what we
love.

Freedom is important to all of us. As someone who's spent
v e [ - v b
many years making speeches I have quoted many definitions of
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freedom, some very moving and eloquent. But I've always liked Noona ry
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George Orwell's blunt and unadorned statement. He said freedom
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is the right to say "no.

There's something kind of happily rebellious about that
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definition. And I thought of it this morning because I decided
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this year's recipients of the Medal of Freedom are distinguished
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by this: you're a group of happy rebels.

In your careers and in the way you've lived your lives,

s

you've all said $ﬁoﬁ/;— a most emphatic —-‘to mediocrity, to

averageness, to timidity. You've said “ }/ j’to the rules of the
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game and the regulations of the day, you've said "no" to the
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conventional wisdom, no*Lg; the merely adequate, Jﬁ;JLEo the

limits and limitations of yourselves and others.

But it's probably true that there's little point to freedom

. "Q/ [ L~ L — P
unless it's accompanied by a big "Yes. And each of you has
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uttered a resounding, Whitmanesque “yes" to many things -- to
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excellence and risk and reach, to courage and the untried and the
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supposedly impossible. You've rebelled against the artificial

and embraced the authentic, You have achieved a great deal, and
your creativity itself has been life affirming, for creation is a
profoundly faithful act, an act that says I trust in the future,
I trust in life itself.
o (= - — - b [ [ ™ -
You're all originals, you've all made America a better place
[ ™ (g

a;a you've made it seem a better place in the eyes of the people

of the world. And this, today, is just our way of saying:

thanks.,
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Without further ado I'm going to read the citations on the
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medals now and award them to the recipients.

. rmont Connecticut Royster:

"For over half a century, as a jourmnalist, author, and
teacher, Vermont Royster illuminated the political and econofiic
life of our times. His common sense exploded the pretentions of
"expert opinion,"™ and his compelling eloquence warned of the
evils of a society loosed from its moorings in faith. The voice
of the American people can be heard in his prose =-- honest, open,

proud, and free."

‘Vermont, congratulations to you...and the rest of New

England.
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@ Earl Henry Blaik:

"A soldier of the gridiron, Colonel Earl "Red" Blaik led the

West Point team he coached into the pages of the history books.
He rallied the Black Knights from a record of devastating defeats

and carried them on to some of their greatest victories, winning

Q,Hjo;:t-m )

the esteem of his cadet players and the admiration of his

vanquished rivals. One of America's great coaches, he brought a

See

winning spirit to his team, honor to his branch of service, and

pride to his Nation."

Red, here you go and well deserved.

C:>Walter Hubert Annenberg:

"Following a brilliant career in publishing, Walter Hubert
Annenberg was in 1969 appointed Ambassador to the Court of
St. James, where he served with extraordinary diligence, bringing
[ the governments and people of the United States and United
Kingdom closer together. Since returning to private life, Wdlter
Annenberg has devoted himself to the philanthropy for which he

has always been renowned, providing support to countless

EgéiéL C1\412;$10Y‘\

institutions both in the United States and abroad. Today our

Nation repays his lifetime of achievement with its gratitude."

Y saé 514%d1e§/my—éf&end front and center. Congratulatlons.

Pmpy\ Helen Hayes -- can 't resist pointing out that Helen was Ok -
v v v v v v v e read
married to a happy rebel named Charley M%Arthur. A wonderful 4o Hfjp
@ V7 oy e v e Hw.;e
playwright and a man of natural style. Helen, today I was 4,
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remembering your story. When she first set eyes on Charley it
VI~ v v L - - e - - I
was at a party, and he was eating from a bag of peanuts. He
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looked at her and asked if she'd like some peanuts, and as he
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poured them into her hand he said, "I wish they were emeralds."
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Years later as a famous and celebrated playwright he bought Helen

v L e P A N o e e — ‘/
what she'd asked for as an anniversary gift: a handful of

[ [ v e ._/ P —— - - e b —
jewels. And as he poured the emeralds into her hand you know
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what he said. "I wish they were peanuts!"”

(§2§elen Hayes:

—

"Many are admired but few are beloved and fewer still are

g‘ both. But Helen Hayes is and has been for almost all the years
"% of this century. Peerless actress, peerless star, she has
fg excelled on stage, screen and television playing everything from
J virtuous young ingenues to Victorian Queens. Helen Hayes is that
8 rare thing -- a true original. She is also, demonstrably, a
ok great actress, a great patriot and a great soul."

" "~ Helen, congratulations.

General Matthew B. Ridgway:

T T —
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"When a soldier rising sword in hand reaches to protect an
idea -- freedom, liberty, human kindness =-- the world is, for a
moment, hushed. Greatness is often born in quiet, in stillness:
so it was that night in June of 1944 when General Matthew B.
Ridgway prayed the words God spoke to Joshua: I will not fail
thee nor forsake thee. D-Day saved a continent, and so, a world;
Ridgway helped save D-Day. Heroes come when they are needed;
great men step forward when courage seems in short supply. World

War II was such a time: and there was Ridgway."

General, thank you and God bless you.
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(:gzrry Morris Goldwater:

"Soldier and statesman, Barry Morris Goldwater has stood at

the center of American history. Respected by both élly and
adversary, Barry Goldwater's celebrated candor and patriotism
have made him an American legend. Hailed as a prophet before his
time -- selfless in the service of his Nation, Barry Goldwater

has earned the unbounded affection and admiration of his

De e, er]“&l‘{}6v1

countrymen and the enduring gratitude of all future generations

of Americans."

Here you go, Mister Conservative.

And Albert Bruce Sabin:

"When as a boy Albert Bruce Sabin came to the United States
from Russia, no one could have known that he would number among
the most prominent immigrants of our century. From an early age
Sabin devoted his life to medicine, and by the 1950's his
research had resulted in a breakthrough. In the years since, the
Sabin vaccine has helped to make dramatic advances against the

scourge of poliomyelitis. This medal is awarded to Dr. Sabin on

See. Citatiory

behalf of a proud Nation and a grateful world."

—= Doctor, thank you for everything.

There's nothing to add to achievements such as these, no
praise that can add any more luster to these great names. May I
say to you simply: thank you just for being, for doing what
you've done -- and do.

Thank you all, and God bless you.
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MEDAL OF FREEDOM LUNCHEON

THANK YOU ALL. NANCY AND I WANT TO
WELCOME YOU ALL TO THE WHITE HOUSE FOR THIS
HAPPY OCCASION, ON DAYS LIKE THIS AT
LUNCHES LIKE THIS I SOMETIMES FIND MYSELF
LOOKING UP AND THINKING: WHAT A WONDERFUL
JOB T HAVE,

WE ARE HERE TODAY TO PRESENT THE MEDAL
OF FREEDOM TO SEVEN AMERICANS, THIS MEDAL
IS THE HIGHEST CIVILIAN HONOR OUR NATION CAN
BESTOW, AND T HAVE ALWAYS THOUGHT IT HIGHLY
SIGNIFICANT THAT WE CALL IT NOT THE MEDAL OF
TALENT, OR THE MEDAL OF VALOR, OR THE MEDAL
OF COURAGE OR GENIUS, BUT THE MEDAL OF
FREEDOM, I THINK THAT SAYS A LOT ABOUT OUR
VALUES, AND WHAT WE HONOR, AND WHAT WE LOVE,

FREEDOM IS IMPORTANT TO ALL OF US,

AS SOMEONE WHO's SPENT MANY YEARS MAKING
SPEECHES I HAVE QUOTED MANY DEFINITIONS
OF FREEDOM, SOME VERY MOVING AND ELOQUENT,
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BUT I'VE ALWAYS LIKED GEORGE ORWELL’s BLUNT
AND UNADORNED STATEMENT. HE SAID FREEDOM
IS THE RIGHT TO SAY NO.

THERE's SOMETHING KIND OF HAPPILY
REBELLIOUS ABOUT THAT DEFINITION., AND I
THOUGHT OF IT THIS MORNING BECAUSE I DECIDED
THIS YEAR’s RECIPIENTS OF THE MEDAL OF
FREEDOM ARE DISTINGUISHED BY THIS:

YOU'RE A GROUP OF HAPPY REBELS,

IN YOUR CAREERS AND IN THE WAY YOU'VE

LIVED YOUR LIVES, YOU'VE ALL SAID NO --

A MOST EMPHATIC NO -- TO MEDIOCRITY,

TO AVERAGENESS, TO TIMIDITY, YOU'VE SAID NO
TO THE RULES OF THE GAME AND THE REGULATIONS
OF THE DAY, YOU’'VE SAID NO TO THE
CONVENTIONAL WISDOM, NO TO THE MERELY
ADEQUATE, NO TO THE LIMITS AND LIMITATIONS
OF YOURSELVES AND OTHERS,
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BUT IT‘s PROBABLY TRUE THAT THERE’s
LITTLE POINT TO FREEDOM UNLESS IT‘s
ACCOMPANIED BY A BIG YES. AND EACH OF YOU
HAS UTTERED A RESOUNDING, WHITMANESQUE YES
TO MANY THINGS -- TO EXCELLENCE AND RISK
AND REACH, TO COURAGE AND THE UNTRIED AND
THE SUPPOSEDLY IMPOSSIBLE. YOU’VE REBELLED
AGAINST THE ARTIFICIAL AND EMBRACED THE
AUTHENTIC. YOU HAVE ACHIEVED A GREAT DEAL,
AND YOUR CREATIVITY ITSELF HAS BEEN LIFE
AFFIRMING, FOR CREATION IS A PROFOUNDLY
FAITHFUL ACT, AN ACT THAT SAYS I TRUST
IN THE FUTURE, T TRUST IN LIFE ITSELF,

YOU'RE ALL ORIGINALS, YOU'VE ALL MADE
AMERICA A BETTER PLACE AND YOU'VE MADE
IT SEEM A BETTER PLACE IN THE EYES OF THE
PEOPLE OF THE WORLD, AND THIS, TODAY,

IS JUST OUR WAY OF SAYING: THANKS,

WITHOUT FURTHER ADO I'M GOING TO READ
THE CITATIONS FOR THE MEDALS NOW AND AWARD
THEM TO THE RECIPIENTS,
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WALTER HUBERT ANNENBERG:

"FOLLOWING A BRILLIANT CAREER IN
PUBLISHING, WALTER HUBERT ANNENBERG WAS
IN 1969 APPOINTED AMBASSADOR TO THE COURT
OF ST. JAMES, WHERE HE SERVED WITH
EXTRAORDINARY DILIGENCE, BRINGING THE
GOVERNMENTS AND PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES
AND UNITED KINGDOM CLOSER TOGETHER., SINCE
RETURNING TO PRIVATE LIFE, WALTER ANNENBERG
HAS DEVOTED HIMSELF TO THE PHILANTHROPY FOR
WHICH HE HAS ALWAYS BEEN RENOWNED, PROVIDING
SUPPORT TO COUNTLESS INSTITUTIONS BOTH IN
THE UNITED STATES AND ABROAD, TODAY OUR
NATION REPAYS HIS LIFETIME OF ACHIEVEMENT
WITH ITS GRATITUDE.”

WALTER MY FRIEND, FRONT AND CENTER.
CONGRATULATIONS.




EARL HENRY BLAIK:

“A SOLDIER OF THE GRIDIRON, COLONEL
EARL "RED" BLAIK LED THE WEST POINT TEAM HE
COACHED INTO THE PAGES OF THE HISTORY BOOKS,
HE RALLIED THE BLACK KNIGHTS FROM A RECORD
OF DEVASTATING DEFEATS AND CARRIED THEM ON
TO SOME OF THEIR GREATEST VICTORIES, WINNING
THE ESTEEM OF HIS CADET PLAYERS AND THE
ADMIRATION OF HIS VANQUISHED RIVALS. ONE OF
AMERICA’s GREAT COACHES, HE BROUGHT A
WINNING SPIRIT TO HIS TEAM, HONOR TO HIS
BRANCH OF SERVICE, AND PRIDE TO HIS NATION.”

RED, HERE YOU GO AND WELL DESERVED.
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BARRY MORRIS GOLDWATER:

“SOLDIER AND STATESMAN, BARRY MORRIS
GOLDWATER HAS STOOD AT THE CENTER OF
AMERICAN HISTORY. RESPECTED BY BOTH ALLY
AND ADVERSARY, BARRY GOLDWATER’s CELEBRATED
CANDOR AND PATRIOTISM HAVE MADE HIM AN
AMERICAN LEGEND, HAILED AS A PROPHET BEFORE
-HIS TIME -- SELFLESS IN THE SERVICE OF HIS
NATION, BARRY GOLDWATER HAS EARNED THE
UNBOUNDED AFFECTION AND ADMIRATION OF HIS
COUNTRYMEN AND THE ENDURING GRATITUDE OF ALL
FUTURE GENERATIONS OF AMERICANS.”

HERE YOU GO, MISTER CONSERVATIVE,
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HELEN HAYES -- 1 CAN'T RESIST POINTING
OUT THAT HELEN WAS MARRIED TO A HAPPY REBEL
NAMED CHARLIE MACARTHUR, A WONDERFUL
PLAYWRIGHT AND A MAN OF NATURAL STYLE,
HELEN, TODAY I WAS REMEMBERING YOUR STORY,
WHEN SHE FIRST SET EYES ON CHARLIE IT WAS
AT A PARTY, AND HE WAS EATING FROM A BAG
OF PEANUTS. HE LOOKED AT HER AND ASKED
IF SHE'D LIKE SOME PEANUTS, AND AS HE POURED
THEM INTO HER HAND HE SAID, "I WISH THEY
WERE EMERALDS.” YEARS LATER AS A FAMOUS AND
CELEBRATED PLAYWRIGHT HE BOUGHT HELEN WHAT
SHE'D ASKED FOR AS AN ANNIVERSARY GIFT:
A HANDFUL OF JEWELS. AND AS HE POURED
THE EMERALDS INTO HER HAND YOU KNOW WHAT
HE SAID. “I WISH THEY WERE PEANUTS!”
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HELEN HAYES MACARTHUR:

“MANY ARE ADMIRED BUT FEW ARE BELOVED,
AND FEWER STILL ARE BOTH. BUT HELEN HAYES
IS AND HAS BEEN FOR ALMOST ALL THE YEARS
OF THIS CENTURY. PEERLESS ACTRESS, PEERLESS
STAR, SHE HAS EXCELLED ON STAGE, SCREEN,
AND TELEVISION PLAYING EVERYTHING FROM
VIRTUOUS YOUNG INGENUES TO VICTORIAN QUEENS,
HELEN HAYES IS THAT RARE THING -- A TRUE
ORIGINAL, SHE IS ALSO, DEMONSTRABLY,
A GREAT ACTRESS, A GREAT PATRIOT, AND A
GREAT SOUL.”

HELEN, CONGRATULATIONS,
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GENERAL MATTHEW B, RIDGWAY:

“WHEN A SOLDIER RISING SWORD IN HAND
REACHES TO PROTECT AN IDEA -- FREEDOM,
LIBERTY, HUMAN KINDNESS -- THE WORLD IS,
FOR A MOMENT, HUSHED., GREATNESS IS OFTEN
BORN IN QUIET, IN STILLNESS: SO IT WAS THAT
NIGHT IN JUNE OF 1944 WHEN GENERAL
MATTHEW B. RIDGWAY PRAYED THE WORDS GOD
SPOKE TO JOSHUA: I WILL NOT FAIL THEE NOR
FORSAKE THEE. D-DAY SAVED A CONTINENT,
AND SO, A WORLD; RIDGWAY HELPED SAVE D-DAY,
HEROES COME WHEN THEY ARE NEEDED; GREAT MEN
STEP FORWARD WHEN COURAGE SEEMS IN SHORT
SUPPLY. WORLD WAR II WAS SUCH A TIME:
AND THERE WAS RIDGWAY.”

GENERAL, THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU,
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VERMONT CONNECTICUT ROYSTER:

“FOR OVER HALF A CENTURY,
AS A JOURNALIST, AUTHOR, AND TEACHER,
VERMONT ROYSTER ILLUMINATED THE POLITICAL
AND ECONOMIC LIFE OF OUR TIMES, HIS COMMON
SENSE EXPLODED THE PRETENTIONS OF "EXPERT
OPINION,” AND HIS COMPELLING ELOQUENCE
WARNED OF THE EVILS OF A SOCIETY LOOSED FROM
ITS MOORINGS IN FAITH., THE VOICE OF THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE CAN BE HEARD IN HIS PROSE --
HONEST, OPEN, PROUD, AND FREE.”

VERMONT, CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU..,
AND THE REST OF NEW ENGLAND,
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ALBERT BRUCE SABIN:

“WHEN AS A BOY ALBERT BRUCE SABIN CAME
TO THE UNITED STATES FROM RUSSIA, NO ONE
COULD HAVE KNOWN THAT HE WOULD NUMBER AMONG
THE MOST PROMINENT IMMIGRANTS OF OUR
CENTURY. FROM AN EARLY AGE SABIN DEVOTED
HIS LIFE TO MEDICINE, AND BY THE 1950's HIS
RESEARCH HAD RESULTED IN A BREAKTHROUGH.
IN THE YEARS SINCE, THE SABIN VACCINE HAS
HELPED TO MAKE DRAMATIC ADVANCES AGAINST THE
SCOURGE OF [poLio-MY-LIE-TIS]. THIS MEDAL
IS AWARDED TO DR, SABIN ON BEHALF OF A PROUD
NATION AND A GRATEFUL WORLD.”

DOCTOR, THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING,
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THERE’s NOTHING TO ADD TO ACHIEVEMENTS
SUCH AS THESE, NO PRAISE THAT CAN ADD ANY
MORE LUSTER TO THESE GREAT NAMES. MAY I SAY
TO YOU SIMPLY: THANK YOU JUST FOR BEING,
FOR DOING WHAT YOU’VE DONE -- AND DO,

THANK YOU ALL, AND GOD BLESS YOU,

###
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April 28, 1986

5:00 p.m.
MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATION

ALBERT BRUCE SABIN

When as a boy Albert Bruce Sabin came to the United States
from Russia, no one could have known that he would number among
the most prominent immigrants of our century. From an early age
Sabin devoted his life to medicine, and by the 1950's his
research had resulted in a breakthrough. In the years since, the
Sabin vaccine has helped to make dramatic advances against the
scourge of poliomyelitis. This medal is awarded to Dr. Sabin on

behalf of a proud Nation and a grateful world.
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MEDAI OF FREEDOM CITATION

VERMONT CONNECTICUT ROYSTER

For over half a century, as a journalist, author, and
teacher, Vermont Royster illuminated the political and economic
life of our times. His common sense exploded the pretentions of
"expert opinion," and his compelling eloquence warned of the
evils of a society loosed from its moorings in faith. The voice
of the American people can be heard in his prose -- honest, open,

proud, and free.
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MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATION

EARL HENRY BLAIK

A soldier of the gridiron, Colonel Earl ("Red") Blaik led
the West Point team he coached into the pages of the history
books. He rallied the Black Knights from a record of devastating
defeats and carried them on to some of their greatest victories,
winning the esteem of his cadet players and the admiration of his
vanquished rivals. One of America's great coaches, he brought a
winning spirit to his team, honor to his branch of service, and

pride to his Nation.
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MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATION

WALTER HUBERT ANNENBERG

Following a brilliant career in publishing, Walter Hubert

Annenberg was in 1969 appointed Ambassador to the Court of

St. James, where he served with extraordinary diligence, bringing
the governments and people of the United States and United
Kingdom closer together. Since returning to private life,

Walter Annenberg has devoted himself to the philanthropy for
which he has always been renowned, providing support to countless
institutions both in the United States and abroad. Today our

Nation repays his lifetime of achievement with its gratitude.
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MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATION

HELEN HAYES

Many are admired but few are beloved, and fewer still are
both. But Helen Hayes is and has been for almost all the years
of this century. Peerless actress, peerless star, she has
excelled in stage, screen, and television playing everything from
virtuous young ingenues to Victorian Queens. Helen Hayes is that
rare thing -- a true original. She is also, demonstrably, a

great actress, a great patriot, and a great soul.
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MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATION

GENERAL MATTHEW B. RIDGWAY

When a soldier rising sword in hand reaches to protect an
idea -- freedom, liberty, human kindness -- the world is, for a
moment, hushed. Greatness is often born in quiet, in stillness:
so it was that night in June of 1944 when General Matthew B.
Ridgway prayed the words God spoke to Joshua: I will not fail
thee nor forsake thee. D-Day saved a continent, and so, a world;
Ridgway helped save D-Day. Heroes come when they are needed;
great men step forward when courage seems in short supply. World

War II was such a time: and there was Ridgway.
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MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATION

BARRY MORRIS GOLDWATER

Soldier and statesman, Barry Morris Goldwater has stood at
the center of American history. Respected by both ally and
adversary, Barry Goldwater's celebrated candor and patriotism
have made him an American legend. Hailed as a prophet before his
time -- selfless in the service of his Nation, Barry Goldwater
has earned the unbounded affection and admiration of his
countrymen and the enduring gratitude of all future generations

of Americans.
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April 28, 1986

5 :00 pomo
MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATION

ALBERT BRUCE SABIN

When as a boy Albert Bruce Sabin came to the United States
from Russia, no one could have known that he would number among
the most prominent immigrants of our century. From an early age
Sabin devoted his life to medicine, and by the 1950's his
research had resulted in a breakthrough. 1In the years since, the
Sabin vaccine has helped to make dramatic advances against the
scourge of poliomyelitis. This medal is awarded to Dr. Sabin on

behalf of a proud Nation and a grateful world.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MEDAL OF FREEDOM LUNCHEON

MONDAY, MAY 12, 1986

Thank you all. Nancy and I want to welcome you all to the
White House for this happy occasion. On days like this at
lunches like this I sometimes find myself looking up and
thinking: what a wonderful job I have.

We are here today to present the Medal of Freedom to seven
Americans. This medal is the highest civilian honor our Nation
can bestow, and I have always thought it highly significant that
we call it not the medal of talent, or the medal of wvalor, or the
medal of courage or genius, but the medal of freedom. I think
that says a lot about our values, and what we honor, and what we
love.

Freedom is important to all of us. As someone who's spent
many years making speeches I have quoted many definitions of
freedom, some very moving and eloquent. But I've always liked
George Orwell's blunt and unadorned statement. He said freedom
is the right to say no.

There's something kind of happily rebellious about that
definition. And I thought of it this morning because I decided
this year's recipients of the Medal of Freedom are distinguished
by this: you're a group of happy rebels.

In your careers and in the way you've lived your lives,
you've all said no -- a most emphatic no -- to mediocrity, to
averageness, to timidity. You've said no to the rules of the

game and the regulations of the day, you've said no to the
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conventional wisdom, no to the merely adequate, no to the limits
and limitations of yourselves and others.

But it's probably true that there's little point to freedom
unless it's accompanied by a big Yes. And each of you has
uttered a resounding, Whitmanesque yes to many things -- to
excellence and risk and reach, to courage and the untried and the
supposedly impossible. You've rebelled against the artificial
and embraced the authentic. You have achieved a great deal, and
your creativity itself has been life affirming, for creation is a
profoundly faithful act, an act that says I trust in the future,
I trust in life itself.

You're all originals, you've all made America a better place
and you've made it seem a better place in the eyes of the people
of the world. And this, today, is just our way of saying:

o

Without further ado I'm going to read the citations ;@ the

thanks.

medals now and award them to the recipients.

Walter Hubert Annenberg:

"Following a brilliant career in publishing, Walter Hubert
Annenberg was in 1969 appointed Ambassador to the Court of
St. James, where he served with extraordinary diligence, bringing
the governments and people of the United States and United
Kingdom closer together. Since returning to private life, Walter
Annenberg has devoted himself to the philanthropy for which he
hés always been renowned, providing support to countless
institutions both in the United States and abroad. Today our

Nation repays his lifetime of achievement with its gratitude."
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Walter my friend, front and center. Congratulations.

Earl Henry Blaik:

"A soldier of the gridiron, Colonel Earl "Red" Blaik led the
West Point team he coached into the pages of the history books.
He rallied the Black Knights from a record of devastating defeats
and carried them on to some of their greatest victories, winning
the esteem of his cadet players and the admiration of his
vanquished rivals. One of America's great coaches, he brought a
winning spirit to his team, honor to his branch of service, and
pride to his Nation."

Red, here you go and well deserved.

Helen Hayes -- I can't resist pointing out that Helen was

Crer 1) e
married to a happy rebel named €harley—-MacArthur. A wonderful
playwright and a man of natural style. Helen, today I was
Cmach&

remembering your story. When she first set eyes on €hartey it
was at a party, and he was eating from a bag of peanuts. He
looked at her and asked if she'd like some peanuts, and as he
poured them into her hand he said, "I wish they were emeralds."
Years later as a famous and celebrated playwright he bought Helen
what she'd asked for as an anniversary gift: a handful of
jewels. And as he poured the emeralds into her hand you know
what he said. "I wish they were peanuts!"

Helen Hayes:

"Many are admired but few are beloveq)and fewer still are
both. But Helen Hayes is and has been for almost all the years

of this century. Peerless actress, peerless star, she has

excelled on stage, screen and television playing everything from

A
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virtuous young ingenues to Victorian Queens. Helen Hayes is that
rare thing -- a true original. She is also, demonstrably, a
great actress, a great patrio?\and a great soul."

Helen, congratulations.

Barry Morris Goldwater:

"Soldier and statesman, Barry Morris Goldwater has stood at
the center of American history. Respected by.both ally and
adversary, Barry Goldwater's celebrated candor and patriotism
have made him an American legend. Hailed as a prophet before his
time -- selfless in the service of his Nation, Barry Goldwater
has earned the unbounded affection and admiration of his
countrymen and the enduring gratitude of all future generations
of Americans."

Here you go, Mister Conservative.

General Matthew B. Ridgway:

"When a soldier rising sword in hand reaches to protect an
idea -- freedom, liberty, human kindness -- the world is, for a
moment, hushed. Greatness is often born in quiet, in stillness:
so it was that night in June of 1944 when General Matthew B.
Ridgway prayed the words God spoke to Joshua: I will not fail
thee nor forsake thee. D-Day saved a continent, and so, a world;
Ridgway helped save D-Day. Heroes come when they are needed;
great men step forward when courage seems in short supply. World
War II was such a time: and there was Ridgway."

General, thank you and God bless you.
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Vermont Connecticut Royster:

"For over half a century, as a journalist, author, and
teacher, Vermont Royster illuminated the political and economic
life of our times. His common sense exploded the pretentions of
"expert opinion," and his compelling eloquence warned of the
evils of a society loosed from its moorings in faith. The voice
of the American people can be heard in his prose -- honest, open,
proud, and free."

Vermont, congratulations to you...and the rest of New
England.

And Albert Bruce Sabin:

"When as a boy Albert Bruce Sabin came to the United States
from Russia, no one could have known that he would number among
the most prominent immigrants of our century. From an early age
Sabin devoted his life to medicine, and by the 1950's his
research had resulted in a breakthrough. In the years since, the
Sabin vaccine has he%?ed to make dramatic advances against the

. LPRolio-rmy—lye - 115
scourge of pollo@yelltlgA This medal is awardéd to Dr. Sabin on
behalf of a proud Nation and a grateful world."

Doctor, thank you for everything.

There's nothing to add to achievements such as these, no
praise that can add any more luster to these great names. May I
say to you simply: thank you just for being, for doing what
you've done -- and do.

Thank you all, and God bless you.
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SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Medal of
Freedom Luncheon

The NSC has reviewed, and concurs with, the attached President's
remarks at the Medal of Freedom luncheon.

Attachment

As stated

cc: David L. Chew
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Please provide any comments directly to Ben Elliott by

10:00 a.m. Thursday, with an info copy to my office.
Thank you.

RESPONSE:

David L. Chew
Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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conventional wisdom, "no" to the merely adequate, "no" to th%&FU#44;0“>

limits and limitations of yourselves and others.

But it's probably true that there's little point to freedom
unless it's accompanied by a big "Yes." And each of you has
uttered a resounding, Whitmanesque "yes" to many things -- to
excellence and risk and reach, éo courage and the untried and the
supposedly impossible. You've rebelled against the artificial
and embraced the authentic. You have achieved a great deal, and
your creativity itself has been life affirming, for creation is a
profoundly faithful act,'an act that says I trust in the future,
I trust in life itself.

You're all originals, you've all made America a better place
and you've made it seem a better place in the eyes of the people
of the world. And this, today, is just our way of saying:
thanks.

Without further ado I'm going to read the citations on the
medals now and award them to the recipients.

Vermont Connecticut Royster:

"For over half a century, as a journalist, author, and
teacher, Vermont Royster illuminated the political and econoiiic
life of our times. His common sense exploded the pretentions of
"expert opinion,"™ and his compelling eloquence warned of the
evils of a society loosed from its moorings in faith. The voice
of the American people can be heard in his prose -- honest, open,
proud, and free."

Vermont, congratulations to you...and the rest of New

England.
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CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE FIRST LADY
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Medal of Freedom Luncheon

On the attached remarks, there should be a comment about Mrs.
Reagan being present also.
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But what we are given is a man who once put gelatin in a toilet bowl, adding
boiling water so that it would melt and eventually set, who squirted orange
juice through a peephole into the eye of a censorious bouncer. Ah, those madcap
days and crazy nights! Perhaps you had to have been there and perhaps, having
been there, you had to be drunk, since so many of the staries reek of fraternity

boys on a bender.

Take the following, about how Groucho Marx had gathered the film world's
intelligentsia to his side in California‘s version of the Algonquin Round Table:

“At the first few luncheons that MacArthur attended he was very quiet. Then

he introduced a secret handshake, which endeared him to Marx: Left hand under
right knee; then grab your fellow member's hand firmly and wheeze three times.

" 'But that was peanuts compared to the other ideas he hatched at ocur table,’

recalled Groucho. 'If I live to be 118, I'm sure I'll never see such brilliance
again!' "

Or this, a "long running ceremonial with the town druggist:
“Druggist: How are things going?

“"Charlie: for one thing they're putting more brown paper in the Bull Durham
all the time.

“Druggists I'm afraid that's a sign of our times. What can I get for you?
"Charlie: I'd like 5 cents of your best liniment.

“Druggist: Got a sore back?

“Charlie: Not my back. It's for a cantankerous mule.

“Druggist: Didn't know you had a mule.

“Charlie: Got one all right. Know what he says? There's no mule like an old
fool!

“The druggist . . . and the other shopkeepers agreed that Charlie was 'truly
a card.' "

Such anecdotes, either incomprehensible or lame with age and weary from too

many trips around the track, do no service to the man. MacArthur was a man of
gifts if not of greatness and he remains elusive in ways that Helen Hayes does
not. She is, after all, First Lady of the Theater, a woman of talent and
character who is well known to millions.

When asked what she would do today, if she had to start a career and a

family, she said, "I guess I would do just as I did before. I would decide on
what really mattered to me and fight for it all the way."

Perhaps it is such simplicity that makes a marriage work. “"Front Page
Marriage” doesn't tell.
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HEADLINE: An actress in the grand tradition -- who can laugh at herself
BYLINE: By Arthur Unger
DATELINE: New York

RODY:
A tiny, innocuous mouse has grown intoa . . . rat.

Jane Seymour, whose first stage appearance, at the age of 13, was as a mouse
in the ballet "Nutcracker" in her native England (and who is now playing the
part of a sometimes mousy Mrs. Mozart in this year's most acclaimed Broadway
drama, "Amadeus"), will shortly be seen as an absolute "rat" in her role as the
insistently hateful Cathy in the miniseries remake of John Steinbeck's "East of

Eden® (NBC, Sunday, 8-11 p.m.; Monday, ?-11 p.m.; Wednesday, 8-11 p.m. -- check
local times).

I joined Miss Seymour for a pre-performance dinner at Sardi's, just across

the street from the Broadhurst Theater where she is appearing. Dinner? W4ell,
if you can call half a grapefruit and a bottle of Perrier water dinner.

Jane Seymour is 2 tiny woman with penetrating eyes which match her wit and

intelligence. At moments, especially when her eyes (one brown, the other green,
by the way) flash at the same time she throws back her head, she seems a great
beauty in the grand tradition of theatrical beauties. But then, in repose, she
is transformed into quietly pretty child-woman, with surprising insight into her
own character as well as the difficult and often artificial world of the actor.

How did the name Jane Seymour come about?

"Well, Joyce Penelope Wilhelmina Frankenberg was just too long, too

complicated, too 'foreign,' so I chose the first name, Jane, because it was a
plain name that I could live with. When we chose Seymour I didn't instantly
recognize her as the most obscure of Henry VIII's wives, but I just stuck with

it
Would she like to play the part of the real Jane Seymour in a play or film?
Jane shakes her head. "1 would be miscast. 5She was the middle wife, the one
that he really loved. 5She was quiet, drab, and noted for being quite ugly . .

I agree gquickly that, considering those standards, Miss Seymour would be
miscast as the real Jane.
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In looking over her official biography, which includes her American
performances in "Captains and Kings," "Seventh Avenue," "The Awakening Land,"
and "Battlestar Galactica," I note that there is one memorable omission -- "The
Dallas Cowboy Cheerleaders." She blushes and adds still another color -- pink --
to the Seymour spectrum. "It was like a passport toignud_Tv parts. The advice
given to me was that if I wanted to get to do something like Kate ;as the
character is sometimes called) in 'East of Eden' I had to have a high Tv@
[audience-recognition ratingl, and the only way to get that is to do a series oOr
a highly rated special.

“Well, I prefer not to be caught in a series, and ‘Dallas Cowboys' came up
and proved to be one of the highest-rated specials ever. 1t was watched by 68
million people and it praved once and for all that I am able to play Americans.
I'm proud of my part in that special -- but I don't necessarily think it was a
great work of art.”

In the Peter Schaffer play "Amadeus" Jane plays the part of Constanze Weber,
the playful wife of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, who tries to use her mousy wiles to
persuade Antonio Salieri to improve the lot of her husband, then leaves Mozart,
only to return at his demise. Did Miss Seymour have trouble getting the part,
overcaoming prejudice against her because of her previous roles in pop American
TV series?

She laughs and the eyes sparkle with the memary: “No! Because the director
had never heard of me or seen any of my work. I was just No. 437 who walked on
stage to audition. When he asked me where I'd had my training, 1 told him, 'In
my own form of repertory -- trying to survive in American television.'"

There have been various interpretations of the play. What does Mrs. Mozart
think about it?

Jane turns solemn for a moment. The sparkle in the eyes turns cool. *I
believe the play is about how everyone has to learn to live with the mediocrity
that surrounds us all in a very large part of our lives. There will always be a
genius, either in our own field or another field, that we would wish to be. But
we must learn to settle for whatever it is that we have. That's the message
Schaffer meant."

Does Jane identify with Constanze?

“Whenever I'm playing a role, that's who I identify with, because I become
that character on stage. The wig man puts on my wig, the makeup and costume go
on, and Jane Seymour is put aside for three hours as I become Mrs. Mozart., 1
identify with Constanze. But I also identified with playing Kate in ‘East of
Eden.'"

Despite her great success in "Amadeus,” Miss Seymour's enthusiasm for "East
of Eden" bubbles aver into the conversation time and time again. She plays the
part of Cathy, portrayed in the original film by Jo Van Fleet. Unlike the movie
version, however, this TV miniseries starts right at the beginning of the John
Steinbeck book -- so the role of the basically evil Kate dominates the show from
beginning to end.

Says Jane with great relish (emotional relish, that is -- she is still
working on the grapefruit as nourishment): "I think the audience has to hate
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GRAPHIC: Picture 1, Jane Seymour in the play 'Amadeus', by Zoe Dominic; Picture
2, in the TY miniseries 'East of Eden’





