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(Noonan/BE)

April 28, 1986

4:30 p.m.
MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATION

GENERAL MATTHEW B. RIDGWAY

When a soldier rising sword in hand reaches to protect an
idea -- freedom, liberty, human kindness -- the world is, for a
moment, hushed. Greatness is often born in quiet, in stillness:
so it was that night in June of 1944 when General Matthew B.
Ridgway prayed the words God spoke to Joshua: I will not fail
thee nor forsake thee. D-Day saved a continent, and so, a world;
Ridgway helped save D-Day. Heroes come when they are needed;
great men steé forward when courage seems in short supply. World

War II was such a time: and there was Ridgway.









(Noonan)

April 22, 1986

9:00 a.m.
MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATION

GENERAL MATTHEW B. RIDGWAY

When a soldier rising sword in hand reaches to protect an
idea -- freedom,_liberty, human kindness -- the world is, for a
moment, hushed. Greatness is often born in quiet, in stillness:
so it was that nidﬁt ig’Jﬁg; of 1944 wh&n Gené;;1 Mitthew ﬁf/
Ridé&gy waifed aYone £&F the firkt 1{§Et of DYPay anﬁfpr;;;d the
words God spoke to Joshua: f/wiii n5£ fafi tiee ndr fdfaet tﬁge.

D—Dd§/saV€d a coﬁfinent, and so, a world; Ridgﬁéy, a hero,
and his men, the paracﬁﬁzists of/Ehe Qénd Airﬁorne, cfggsed the
Rhifie “dfi bridges Jf sifk" and hefﬁéd sa¥e D*Day. Heroes come

when they are needed; great men step forward when courage seems

in short supply. World War II was both: and there was Ridgway.




(Noonan)

April 22, 1986

9:00 a.m.
MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATION

GENERAL MATTHEW B. RIDGWAY

When a soldier rising sword in hand reaches to protect an
idea -- freedom, liberty, human kindness -- the world is, for a
moment, hushed. Greatness is often born in quiet, in stillness:
so it was that night in June of 1944 when General Matthew B.
Ridgway ( waited alene—for—the fi¥st Iight OF D=Day—and)prayed the

words God spoke to Joshua: I will not fail thee nor forget thee.

<— D-Day saved a continent, and so, a world; Ridgway
and hisqmuy’?he parachutists of the 82nd Airborne,/crossed the
Rhinegi?n—b;idges_of—si%kl%ﬁnd helped save D-Day. Heroes come

when they are needed; great men step forward when courage seems

in short supply. World War II was both: and there was Ridgway.



ki:(/kw) (Noonan/BE)

April 22, 8
1:00 p.m. %zfgap
MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATION

GENERAL MATTHEW B. RIDGWAY

When a soldier rising sword in hand reaches to protect an
idea =-=- freedom, liberty, human kindness -- the world is, fbr a
moment, hushed. Greatness is often born in quiet, in stillness:
so it was that night in June of 1944 when General Matthew B.
Ridgway prayed the words God spoke to Joshua: I will not fail
thee nor forget thee.

D-Day saved a continent, and so, a world; Ridgway and the
parachutists of the 82nd Airborne crossed the Rhine and helped
save D-Day. ﬁeroes come when they are needed; great men step
forward when courage seems in short supply. World War II was

both: and there was Ridgway.
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INTERNATIONAL WHO'S WHO, 1985-1986

RIDGWAY, General Matthew B,, D.S.C.(with 0.L.C.), D.S.M. (with
3rd o.L.C.); American army officer (retd.); b. 3 March 1895, Fort

Monroe, Va.; s. of Thomas Ridgway and Ruth Starbuck Bunker;
m. Mary Princess Anthony 1947; one s. (deceased); ed. U.S. Military

Acad.; commissioned Lieut. U.S. Army 1917 and advanced through
grades to Lieut.-Gen. 1945, Gen. 1951; technical adviser to Gov.-
Gen. of Philippines 1932-33; Asst. Chief of Staff 6th Corps Area

1935-36, Deputy Chief of Staff Second Army 1936; Asst. Chief of :

Staff Fourth Army 1937-39; accompanied Gen. Marshall to Brazil
1939; War Plans Div., War Dept. Gen. Staff 1939-42; Asst. Div.

Commdr. 82nd Infantry Div. 1942, Div. Commdr. 1942; Commdg.

Gen. 82nd Airborne Div., Sicily, Italy, Normandy 1942-44; Commdr.
18th Airborne Corps, Belgium, France, Germany 1944-45; Commdr.

Luzon Area 1945; Commdr. Mediterranean Theatre of Operations .

and Deputy Supreme Allied Commdr. Mediterranean Sept.

1945-Jan. 1946; Sr. U.S. Army mem. Mil. Staff Cttee., UN 1946-48; .

Chair. Inter-American Defence Bd. 1946-48; C.-in-C. Caribbean
Commd. 1948-49; Deputy Army Chief of Staff for Admin. 1949-50;
Commdr. Eighth Army in Korea 1950-51; Commdr. UN Command

in Far East, C.-in-C. Far East and Supreme Commdr. Allied Powers

in Japan 1951-52; Supreme Allied Commdr., Europe 1952-53; Chief

of Staff U.S. Army 1953-55; Chair. Bd. of Trustees, Mellon Inst. *

of Industrial Research 1955-60. Publications: Soldier 1956, The
Korean War 1967. Leisure interests: hunting, fishing, gardening,
travel. Address: 918 West Waldheim Road, Fox Chapel, Pittsburgh,
Pa. 15215, U.S.A. (Home). Telephone: 412-781-4833.
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Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1985 / May 23

tion and geographical area exemplified our
great American tradition of civic service by
participating as members of Federal adviso-
ry committees. These individuals devoted
countless thousands of hours of talent and
expertise to developing and offering recom-
mendations affecting almost every Federal
program.
. Because most advisory committees have
low operating costs and the great majority
of committee members serve on a noncom-
pensated basis, the Federal government re-
ceives tremendous benefit for a modest in-
vestment. However, committee productivi-
ty is not uniform as some committees have
outlived their usefulness while others re-
ceive insufficient support and attention
from their sponsoring agencies. In the inter-
est of good management I have directed all
executive departments and agencies to un-
dertake a thorough review of their commit-
tees to eliminate those that are unnecessary
and to strengthen management and over-
sight of those that remain. A task force of
senior agency personnel from several agen-
cies chaired by the General Services Ad-
ministration has been commissioned to

¥ carry out this initiative during fiscal year

1985.

We shall work in cooperation with the
Congress to assure the American people
that advisory committee expenditures are a
wise investment and that committee service
is a noble and worthy endeavor.

Ronald Reagan
The White House,
May 23, 1985.

Note: The 131-page report is entitled “Fed-
eral Advisory Committees: Thirteenth
Annual Report of the President—Fiscal
Year 1984".

Federal Council on the Aging

Message to the Congress Transmitting the
Annual Report. May 23, 1985

To the Congress of the United States: '
In accordance with Section 204(f) of the
Older Americans Act of 1965, as amended,

1 hereby transmit the Annual Report for
1984 of the Federal Council on the Aging.
The report reflects the Council’s views in
its role of examining programs serving older
Americans. '

It should be noted that the 1985 Annual
Report of the Medicare Board of Trustees
indicates that projected annual revenues
from payroll taxes are expected to be suffi-
cient to pay annual enrollee benefits for
Medicare Part A through the first part of
the next decade, and reserves in the Hospi-
tal Insurance Trust Fund are likely to be
sufficient to cover annual shortfalls for an
additional five years. Data from the 1985
Trustees Report should be used to update
statements made on page 21 of the Annual
Report of the Federal Council on the
Aging.

Ronald Reagan

The White House,
May 23, 1985.

Presidential Medal of Freedom

Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony.
May 23, 1985

From my days on the dinner circuit and
in Hollywood, 1 can remember when asso-
ciations holding a dinner and wanted some-
one prominent in public life to attend their
annual dinner they would notify the indi-
vidual that he or she had recently won the
society’s highest award, an award that they
could collect if they showed up. And if they
didn’t, they would pick somebody else to
give the honor to.

Well, a couple of months ago an invita-
tion for lunch at the White House was sent
to some of the individuals gathered in this
room today, an invitation that also notified
them they were recipients of this country’s
highest civilian honor. But I want to assure
you that as flattered as Nancy and I are to
have you here, this was not some conspira-
cy on our part to get this distinguished and
talented group over to the house for lunch.

879




May 23 / Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1985

Because, you see, the invitation really did
not come from us at all. It comes from an
entire nation, from all of America.

For your achievements in diplomacy, en-
tertainment, government, politics, learning,
culture, and science, the American people
honor you today. Each of you has achieved
that hardest of all things to achieve in his
life—something that will last and endure
and take on life of its own.

My guess is that probably as long as this
nation lasts, your descendants will speak
with pride of the day you attended a White
House ceremony and received this, the
Medal of Freedom—America’s highest civil-
ian honor. And 50 years from now, a centu-
ry from now, historians will know your
names and your achievements. You've left
humanity a legacy, and on behalf of the
American people, Nancy and I want to con-
gratulate you.

You know, one of our medal winners
today once made a film with Frank Capra
about a man who took his own life for
granted and was saddened by how little
impact he seemed to have had on the
world. But then a benevolent angel gave
him the opportunity to see how different
his hometown would have been had he not
lived. And the man was astonished to dis-
cover how much good he had done without
knowing it—how many people he had
touched and how many lives he had made
richer and happier. ' )

Well, mare than you will ever know, this
world would have been much poorer and a
dimmer place without each of you. In a
million countless ways you've inspired and
uplifted your fellow men and women, and
we want you never to forget that. And we
are grateful to you for it, also.

It's 2 wonderful day for you and your
families and for Nancy and myself, and I
was just thinking, sometimes it’s fun to be
President. [Laughter]

But I'm about to present the medals, but
I want each of you to know that it comes
with the heartfelt thanks, the admiration
and pride of the some 238 million Ameri-
cans who couldn’t be here for lunch, but
are, believe me, here in spirit.

[As the President called each name, the re- -

cipient or the person accepting for the re-
cipient went to the podium to receive the

medal and remained standing behind the
President. The President read the citations
which accompany the medals. The texts of
the citations are printed below.]

So, now, the first Medal of Freedom goes
to Count Basie, and it will be received by
his son, Aaron Woodward. Aaron.

For more than half a century, Williamn “Count”™
Basie enraptured the people of America with his
brilliant and innovative work in the field of jazz.
In the 1930’s and 40’s, the Count became part of
the fabric of American life as the leader of one of
the greatest bands of the Big Band Era. His
songs, from “April in Paris” to “One O’'Clock
Jump,” are American classics. Count Basie cut a
notch in musical history and found a place in our
hearts forever. Among the royalty of American
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And now—there’s a middle name here Y . h;s dx.
that’s bothering me—1I hadn’t used it before During

myself, but—Captain Jacques-Yves Cous-
teau. Did I get it right?

For decades, Captain Jacques-Yves Cousteau
has been a celebrated undersea explorer. His
journeys aboard the Calypso have become known
to millions through his books and films. His
manned, undersea colonies yielded wealth of re-
search and data and made important technical
advances. His agualung has made underwater
diving available to all. Captain Cousteau perhaps
has done more than any other individual to
reveal the mysteries of the oceans that cover
more than two-thirds of the surface of our planet.
It is, therefore, likely that he will be remem-
bered not only as a pioneer in his time, but as a
dominant figure in world history.

And Dr. Jerome Holland to receive—and
his wife, Mrs. Laura Holland.

Dr. Jerome Hartwell Holland, one of thirteen
children in a small-town family in New York
State, rose from poverty to become a leading
educator, civil rights activist, author and diplo-
mat. Dr. Holland dedicated his career to improv-
ing the lives of others, particularly his fellow
black Americans, and to working for peace. A
man of vigor and wisdom, Dr. Holland led a life
of service, the memory of which today serves as
an inspiration to millions.

Sidney Hook:

Scholar, philosopher, and thinker—Sidney
Hook stands as one of the most eminent intellec-
tual forces of our time. His commitment to ra-
tiona] thought and civil discourse has made him
an eloquent spokesman for fair play in public life.
His devotion to freedom made him one of the
first to warn the intellectual world of its moral
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Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1985 / May 23

obligations and personal stake in the struggle be-
tween freedom and totalitarianism. A man of
truth, a man of action, Sidney Hook’s life and
work make him one of America’s greatest schol-
ars, patriots, and lovers of liberty.

Jeane Kirkpatrick:

For four years as the Representative of the
United States to the United Nations, Ambassador
Jeane Kirkpatrick held high the flag of our coun-
try with courage and wisdom. She is an endlessly
articulate spokeswoman for the moral and practi-
cal benefits of freedom and a tireless defender of
the decency of the West. Jeane Kirkpatrick is a
patriot, and there is no honor more appropriate
for her than one entitled, “The Presidential
Medal of Freedom.” It’s bestowed this day by a
nation that knows Jeane Kirkpatrick’s work has
only just begun.

Dr. George M. Low. This will be received
by his wife, Mrs. Mary Low.

During his distinguished public service at
NASA, Dr. George M. Low helped lead this na-
tion’s space program to its greatest achievements,
directing the first manned landing on the moon
and planning the shuttle program. As President
of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, he continued
to make his mark on the future, improving aca-
demic excellence and launching a program to
spur technological innovation. Our nation will be
reaping the benefits of his wisdom and vision for
years to come.

Frank Reynolds, to be received by Mrs.
Henrietta Reynolds.

Reporter and anchorman, family man and a
patriot, Frank Reynolds’ life exemplified the
highest standards of his profession. His commit-
ment to the truth, his unfailing sense of fairness,
his long experience as both witness and partici-
pant in the great events of our time earned him
the respect of his colleagues and the trust and
admiration of the American people. We honor his
memory for his aggressive but fair-minded re-
porting and devotion to profession, to family, and
to country.

S. Dillon Ripley:

Upon becoming Secretary of the Smithsonian
Institute, S. Dillon Ripley ordered the statue of
Joseph Henry turned so that it faced not inward
toward the castle, but outward toward the Mall,
thereby signaling his intentions to open the Insti-
tution to the world. During the next 20 years, S.
Dillon Ripley did just that, opening eight muse-
ums and doubling the number of visitors to the
Institution. With dedication and tireless effort, S.
Dillon Ripley made the Smithsonian one of the
!garaer:;lest museums and centers of learning on

Frank Sinatra:

For nearly 50 years, Americans have been put-
ting their dreams away and letting one man take
their place in our hearts. Singer, actor, humani-
tarian, patron of art and mentor of artists, Francis
Albert Sinatra and his impact on America’s popu-
lar culture are without peer. His love of country,
his generosity toward those less fortunate, his dis-
tinctive art, and his winning and passionate per-
sona make him one of our most remarkable and
distinguished Americans, and one who truly did
it “His Way.”

James M. Stewart:

James Maitland Stewart arrived in Hollywood
in 1935, and today, half a century later, his cred-
its include more than 70 pictures, including such
classics as “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,” “The
Philadelphia Story,” and “It’s a Wonderful Life.”
A patriot, Mr. Stewart served with distinction as
a pilot during World War I1, rising to the rank of
Colonel in the Eighth Air Force. His typically
American characters—boyish, honest and kind—
mirror the Jimmy Stewart in real life——an Ameri-
can boy who grew to a glorious manhood, but
never lost his sense of wonder or his innocence.

Lieutenant General Albert C. Wede-
meyer:

As one of America’s most distinguished soldiers
and patriots, Albert C. Wedemeyer has earned
the gratitude of his country and the admiration
of his countrymen. In the face of crisis and con-
troversy, his integrity and his opposition to totali-
tarianism remained unshakeable. For his resolute
defense of liberty and his abiding sense of per-
sonal honor, Albert C. Wedemeyer has earned
the thanks and the deep affection of all who
struggle for the cause of hurmnan freedom.

Chuck Yeager:

A hero in war and peace, Charles Yeager has
served his country with dedication and courage
beyond ordinary measure. On October 14, 1947,
in a rocket plane which he named *“Glamorous
Clynnis” after his wife, Chuck Yeager became
the first human being to travel faster than the
speed of sound, and in doing so, showed to the
world the real meaning of “The Right Stuff.”

Well, that concludes our presentation.
And congratulations to all of you who've
made all of our lives richer.

Thank you. God bless you all.

Note: The President spoke at 1:26 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House follow-
ing a luncheon for the recipients and their
guests.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: _4/24/86 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUEBY: _Mon., 4/28/86

SUBJECT: MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATIONS (revised) f/é% -)—

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT : O [~ POINDEXTER By o
REGAN O g~ RYAN & O
MILLER O O  SPEAKES o p/
BALL &” O SPRINKEL O O
BUCHANAN @~ O . SVAHN &~ O
CHAVEZ 7 O  THOMAS & o
CHEW op p# TUTTLE : O O
DANIELS 7 O WALLISON &7 O
HENKEL O o  CLE T —u o
HICKS | - g g  ELIOTT o o
KINGON " o o a
LACY a a d O

REMARKS:

Please provide any comments/recommendations on the attached citation
language directly to Ben Elliott's office by Monday, April 28, with an
information copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: Ffos ‘ |

David L. Chew
Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



(Noonan/BE)
April 24, 1986
5:30 p.m.
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*! 3 'MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATION
GENERAL MATTHEW B. RIDGWAY

When a soldier rZsing sword in hand reaches to protect an
idea -- freedom, liberty, human kindness -- the world is, for a
moment, hushed. Greatneés is often born in quiet, in stillness:
so it was that night in June of 1944 when Generéi;gatthew B.
Ridgway prayed the words God spoke to Joshua: qi will not fail
thee nor forget thee. D-Day saved a continent, and so, a world;
Ridgway helped save D-Day. Heroes come when they are needed;

great men step forward when courage seems in short supply.(:ﬁorld

War II was both: and there was Ridgway;z

——

? what? T q(o,.“f Unc{e,.g-l[q«{ -H'_\J s“'{&q,



~ SIX ARMIES
~ IN
NORMANDY

~ From D-Day to the Liberation of Paris
JUNE 6TH-AUGUST 25TH, 1944

JOHN KEEGAN

The Viking Press New York
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APPENDIX

British, American and

June 6th—August 235th, 19

(with dates of arriyal)

218t (British) Army Group
Second (British) Army

Guards Armoured Division

7th Armoured Division

11th Armoured Division .
79th Armoured Division (specialized armour)
6th Airborne Division

15th (Scottish) Division

43rd (Wessex) Division

49th (West Riding) Division.

soth (Northumbrian) Division
518t (Highland) Division

53rd (Welsh) Division

59th (Staffordshire) Division

First Canadian Army

4th Canadian Armoured Division
18t Polish Armoured Division
and Canadian Division

3rd Canadian Division

12th US Army Group
First and Third US Armies

and Armoured Division

'3rd Armoured Division

—

335

German Divisions in Normandy

June 28th
June 8th
June 13th
D-Day
D-Day
June 14th
June 24th
D-Day
D-Day
D-Day
June 27th
June 27th

July 31st
July 31st
July 7th

D-Day

July 2nd
July gth



.76 SIX ARMIES IN NORMANDY

is fi bat
icism. June 6th was to be the dly of his first com

‘::‘l;ﬂ;‘::":;:‘l:‘ befori, as on other nights awaiting an ord;::,hl:le. ln.¥
:vitl\ his God in the dark, listening for the"words spoll:;:nnte(:s wm“;ut
will not fail thee nor forsske thee’, lm.i, in a‘ll hul'n e:fl cte.d ithout
in any way seeking to compare His trials to mine’, refle ed on the
Agon, of Our Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane and to! him el
tAhg:tn:lyf He could face with calmness of soul the great sluffel:l:deal
knew was to be His fate, then I surely c(.)u.ld end:n:e any lesser o
of the flesh or spirit that might be awaiting me’.

Flight

In the days before June 6th the airfielda_ near which th; te;ltt:;l’ ;talf:::
mps had been pitched had gathered in the hun‘dre sof a " P anes

c.eedped to drop the 13,000 parachutists into action. Eight hun
. d twenty-two were needed for the first drop,. all C-47s, as éhe nr::y
::lled the twin-engined DC-3 airliner with whlsfh Douglasb.(f):::.z thz
had revolutionized internal air tlll'avhel in [t:-:a l&ln::ges::ie;“eon : the
war. Painted now in khaki with t ree fon wier for D-Day

i i inter-Allied recognition sign for D-I
W‘:!;ﬁ:’:‘ .:’:c:.caorl’db;::‘ye e?;;\teen fully laden parachutists, besld::
:I':e pilot ' co-pilot, navigator and crew chief: These, the se:n;:entehe
crew of tile aircraft, belonged to the.Army Air Fo:lc; bpt,n tehs te the
extremely risky nature of their mission, they a‘too ow ;.t. e totem
pole of its prestige. Officinlly"'l theyl:iver:;t r:::yn:::g:\md ) becaues
rmed and could n ’
:‘;:::.7':;;3?.:““ lay an egg or shoot a gun than ﬂyl; .tl;;l(i:e(::
i in the nature of things that the least qualifie

t“f'“e:i .tto?h‘: Troop Carrier Commands rather than the Bx')mbet o;
;"i:lg:er Wings. The ugly ducklings’ dis_gru.ntlementbw:; ‘::;f,::::;]y
by their knowledge that parachute dtopp'mg was bo! . the pilos
demanding and operationally hazdrdous, since it req(;m; o voped
Sbout 120 i - which made ihem excalet targes both for Fghicr
about 120 mph - which made them e

i-ai crews of the 5and Troop Car .
.nl:i :xn;::l";:)‘:lte?:‘:nth'rtlllxee All American since the Sicily I-n;iltlil:;:
:l‘;cdevdopcd none the less a close nnd' trmtunll{i;r;:t.f:ly r:nn.““
ip wi ivision, based on some plain spea : ter
;l::::enr:‘otfh;afnchutiata had been dropped to dro'wn in thedM:::t::r

ranean. One of its groups, however, was inexperienced and &

Burgett’s multiplicity of
thirstiness but an anxiety, shared by
about ease of cscspe after landing from h
unlike the British pattern,
release catch but by five buckles. eQlthough in t
in practice they all to often defeat

harness served not merely to suppo
sccure the enormous load of kit ¢
strained iron-hard about him,

ALL-AMERICAN SCREAMING EBAGLES 77

Day to fly transport
all ‘non-comba¢’ units. It had

had been withdrawn for nearly a year before D-
missions, a common experience for

daylight. Eighteen to each stick (planeload), they were tipped out
with a mountsin of Packages which it seemed impossible to dis-
tribute about a human body. With each other’s help, and then that
of the aircrew, they began. Private Donald Burgett, of the 506th

Parachute Infantry,  1o1st Airborne Division, contemplated his
load.

One suit of Olive Drab, worn under my jump suit ~ this was an
order for everyone — helmet, boots, gloves, main parachute,
reserve parachute, Mae West, rifle, -45 automatic pistol,
trench knife, jump knife, hunting knife, machete, one cart-
ridge belt, two bandoliers, two cans of machine gun ammo
totalling 676 rounds of 30 ammo, 66 rounds of ‘45 ammo, one
Hawkins mine capable of blowing off the track of a tank, four
blocks of TNT, one entrenching tool with two blasting caps
taped on the outside of the steel part, three first-aid kits, two
morphine needles, one gas mask, a canteen of water, three
days’ supply of K rations, two days’ supply of D rations, six
ragmentation grenades, one Gammon grenade, one orange
' »and one red smoke grenade, one orange panel, one blanket, one

raincoat, one change of socks and underwear, two cartons of
cigarettes.®

knives reflected not a particular blood-
all American parachutists,
is parachute harness which,
Was secured not only by a single quick
heory easily opened,
thumbe and fingers, because the
rt the man in descent but also to
lose to his body, was therefore
and had to be cut if he was not to be





