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MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATION 

GENERAL MATTHEW B. RIDGWAY 

When a soldier rising sword in hand reaches to protect an 

freedom, liberty, human kindness the world is, for a 

moment, hushed. Greatness is often born in quiet, in stillness: 

so it was that night in June of 1944 when General Matthew B. 

Ridgway prayed the words God spoke to Joshua: I will not fail 

thee nor forsake thee. D-Day saved a continent, and so, a world; 

Ridgway helped save D-Day. Heroes come when they are needed; 

great men step forward when courage seems in short supply. World 

War II was such a time: and there was Ridgway. 
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MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATION 

GENERAL MATTHEW B. RIDGWAY 

When a soldier rising sword in hand reaches to protect an 

freedom, liberty, human kindness the world is, for a 

moment, hushed. Greatness is often born in quiet, in stillness: 
~,,c v/v ✓✓ ~ - ,,,,,,---

so it was that night in June of 1944 when General Matthew B. 

Rid9'ay wai"ted a~e fof the fir!ft light o't orr,ay an:f" pr~d the 

words God spoke to Joshua: f wi'ii nc,"t fcl'il t:tf~e nor fdfget tKee. 

o-oa'{ saved a continent, and so, a wo:tld: Ridgway, a hero, 

and his men, the parac~ists of'the ~nd Airborne, c£ossed the 

Rhi'rie "ctf°i" br.tages d'r si'lk 11 and hetp~d sa'<re D-'1>ay. Heroes come 

when they are needed: great men step forward when courage seems 

in short supply. World War II was both: and there was Ridgway. 
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MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATION 

GENERAL MATTHEW B. RIDGWAY 

When a soldier rising sword in hand reaches to protect an 

idea freedom, liberty, human kindness the world is, for a 

moment, hushed. Greatness is often born in quiet, in stillness: 

so it was that night in June of 1944 when General Matthew B. 

Ridgway(waiteci alone £01 the first light of D-r>ay and)prayed the 

words God spoke to Joshua: I will not fail thee nor forget thee. 

~ D-Day saved a continent, 

and his 1R.a5,/ 7he parachutists of the 82nd Airborne the 

Rhine~ bridges cf silk"-Jnd helped save D-Day. Heroes come 

when they are needed; great men step forward when courage seems 

in short supply. World War II was both: and there was Ridgway. 
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MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATION 

GENERAL MATTHEW B. RIDGWAY 

When a soldier rising sword in hand reaches to protect an 

freedom, liberty, human kindness the world is, for a 

moment, hushed. Greatness is often born in quiet, in stillness: 

so it was that night in June of 1944 when General Matthew B. 

Ridgway prayed the words God spoke to Joshua: I will not fail 

thee nor forget thee. 

D-Day saved a continent, and so, a world: Ridgway and the 

parachutists of the 82nd Airborne crossed the Rhine and helped 

save D-Day. Heroes come when they are needed: great men step 

forward when courage seems in short supply. World War II was 

both: and there was Ridgway. 
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MEDAL OF FREEDOM CITATION 

GENERAL MATTHEW B. RIDGWAY 

tiJ 

When a soldier rising sword in hand reaches to protect an 

great men step forward when courage seems in short supply. World 

War II was both: and there was Ridgway. 



INTERNATIONAL WHO'S WHO, 1985-1986 

RIDGWAY, General Matthew B., o.s.c. (with O.L.C.J, D.S.M. (with 
3rd O.L.C.); American army officer (retd.); b. 3 March 1895, Fort 
Monroe, Va.; s. of Thomas Ridgway and Ruth Starbuck Bunker; . 
m. Mary Princess Anthony 1947; ones. (deceased); ed. U.S. Military • 
Acad.; commissioned Lieut. U.S. Army 1917 and advanced through 
grades to Lieut.-Gen. 1945, Gen. 1951; technical adviser to Gov.-
Gen. of Philippines 1932-33; Asst. Chief of Staff 6lb ___ Corps Area . 
1935-36, Deputy Chief of Staff Second Army 1936; Asst. Chief of : 
Staff Fourth Army 1937-39; accompanied Gen. Marshall to Brazil 
1939; War Plans Div., War Dept. Gen. Staff 1939-42; Asst. Div. 
Commdr. 82nd Infantry Div. 1942, Div. Commdr. 1942; Commdg. ' 
Gen. 82nd Airborne Div., Sicily, Italy, Normandy 1942-44; Commdr. 
18th Airborne Corps, Belgium, France, Germany 1944-45; Commdr. 
Luzon Area 1945; Commdr. Mediterranean Theatre of Operations . 
and Deputy Supreme Allied Commdr. Mediterranean Sept. 
1945-Jan. 1946; Sr. U.S. Army mem. MiL StaffCttee., UN 1946-48; , 
Chair. Inter-American Defence Bd. 1946-48;_ C.-in-C. Caribbean 
Commd. 1948-49; Deputy Army Chief of Staff for Admin. 1949-50; 
Commdr. Eighth Army in Korea 1950-51; Commdr. UN Command . 
in Far East, C.-in-C. Far East and Supreme Commdr. Allied Powers 
in Japan 1951-52; Supreme Allied Commdr., Europe 1952-53; Chief : 
of Staff U.S. Army 1953-55; Chair. Bd. of Trustees, Mellon Inst. • 
of Industrial Research 1955-60. Publications: Soldier 1956, The 
Korean War 1967. Leisure interests: hunting, fishing, gardening, 
travel. Address: 918 West Waldheim Road, Fox Chapel, Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 15215, U.S.A. (Home). Telephone: 412-781-4833. 
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RICHARf>S, VINCENT-Continued 
seven years, almost to the day, after the first 
Tilden-Richards doubles victory, the pair won 
the 1945 professional crown from young Welby 
Van Horn and Richard Skeen. (An article by 
Richards about Tilden and their 1936 tour, 
which had appeared in the August 1937 issue 
of Esquire, was reprinted in Esquire's First 
Sports Reader that year, 1945.) Then forty­
three, the · sporting goods executive was elimi­
nated by Frank Kovacs in the quarter-finals of 
the July 1946 Professional Singles tournament; 
nevertheless, the New Yoi-k Time s's Allison 
Danzig wrote that Richards played "amazingly 
fine tennis" and "showed the younger genera­
tion ... how a master takes the ball at a low 
level or on the half volley and puts it away 
with his first hit. His· forehand was strong 
and deep, · and his first service was almost as 
effective as it ever was." The next June's 
"pro" matches at Forest Hills found Richards 
"calling the play-by-play" for the CBS tele­
vision system, rather than competing. 

In March 1947, announcement was made that 
Vincent Richards had accepted a one-year con­
tract without salary, as commissioner of a new 
orga~ization, the World Professional Tennis 
League, of which Tony Owen was president. 
The plan was to put -as many as possible o( 
the players under contract, take them off the 
exhibition circuit, and offer instead a series 
of thirty to forty regular yearly . ind.9or and 
outdoor ·tournaments, similar to the profes-

. sional golf tournaments. The new league took 
over the offices and personnel of the Profes­
sional Players Association, formed in May 
1946 by players who were interested mainly in 
tournaments and exhibitions, rather than in 
teaching tennis. It also took over the adminis­
tration of the National Professional Tennis 
Championships, which the PL TA and PP A 
had agreed to hold at the West Side Tennis 
Club, Forest Hills, Long Island, for five years. 
Competition was open to members of either 
association. To enforce his rulings, Commis­
sioner Richards was given the power to order 
fines and suspensions. 

Married in January 1924. Vincent and Clare­
mont (Gushee) Richards live in suburban 
Scarsdale with their tennis"J)laying sons; Vin­
cent ("Ricky") and Dean. Their eldest child, 
Adriane, was formerly a Conover model. In 
religion, Richards is a Roman Catholic. He 
holds memberships in athletic and social clubs 
in New York and Westchester, and much of 
his leisure time is devoted to tennis, golf, and 
other sports. Al Laney wrote of the green· 
eyed, light-haired tennis commissioner in 1944 . 
"He is a roly-poly man now [Richards ·is five 
feet nine inches tall and weighs 172 pounds], 
but whenever he can get up there where volley­
ing is done, he still has that lovely touch. 
You never lose the kind of artistry he has 
with a racket, because it is something that 
cannot be learned." 

RIDGWAY, M(ATTHEW) B(UNKER) 
Mar. 3, 1895- United States Army officer; 
United Nations military official 
Address : b. c/o United Nations Military Staff, 
250 W . 57th St., New York 19; h. Fort Totten, 
Long Island, N.Y. 

The United States Army representative on 
the United Nations Military Staff Committee 
and senior United States delegate to the 
Inter-American Defense Committee, Lieutenant 
General M. B. Ridgway gained prominence 
during_ World War II as the commander of the 
Eighty-second Division. one of the first two 
air-borne divisions to be formed by the United 
States Army. His parachutists carried out the 
first large-scale air-borne operation in Ameri­
can Army history in the attack on Sicily par­
ficipated in the invasion of France, and c;ossed 
the Rhine "on bridges of silk." ·The General 
who commanded the Eighteenth Air-born~ 
Corps during the last year of the war is 
regarded as ;m "outstanding authority -on 'the 
use and comQJand of air-borne troops." 

From the '-t:ime- of his birth at Fort Monroe 
Virginia, on Ma'rch 3, 1895, Matthew Bunke; 
Ridgway has led an Army life. The son of 
Thomas Ridgway, a United States Army 
colonel of English descent, and Ruth Starbuck 
(Bunker) Ridgway, he was reared at the 
various Army posts at which his father was 
stationed. Matthew attended the English High 
School in Boston, Massachusetts ; after his 
graduation from there in 1912, he entered the· 
United States Military Academy at West 
f oint, where he was undergraduate managi:,r 
of football . On April 20, 1917, the <lay he 
received . his B.S. degree from West P.oint, 
twenty-two-year-old Ridgway was appointed a 
second lieutenant of · Infantry in the Regular 
Army. Less than a month later, on May 15, 
1917, he became a first lieutenant, and on 
August 5 of the same year he was promoted to 
the temporary rank of captain, attaining the 
permanent rank of captain on July 18, 1919. 
The years that followed saw him rise to 
major on October 1, 1932; to lieutenant colonel 
on July 1, 1940; to colonel (temporary) on 
December 11, 1941; to brigadier general (tem­
porary) on January 15, 1942; to major general 
(temporary) on August 6, 1942; to lieutenant 
general (temporary) on June 4, 1945; and 
to brigadier general of the line (permanent) on 
November I, 1945. His nomination to the rank 
of permanent major general was awaiting Con­
gressional approval at the end of 1947. 

After fi fteen months with the Third Infantry 
at Eagle Pass, Texas, where he served during 
World War I .successively as a company com­
mander, regimental adjutant, and as commander 
of the regimel)tal headquarters company, 
Ridgway, in September 1918, returned to West 
Point as an instructor. , _He ·subsequently be­
came the executive for., athleti~s there (in 
September 1921), and .then · the-· graduate man­
ager of athletics (August 1922). Later, from 
June 1924 to his graduation in May 1925 he 
was a student at the Infantry School at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, where he applied himself tb 
the company officers course. · Receiving his first I 
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assignment overseas, he departed for Tientsin, 
China, in the summer of 1925 to assume com­
mand of a company of the Fifteenth Infantry. 
Upon his return to the United States the 
following summer, he was placed in command· 
of Company E of;·the Nipth Inf;mtry at Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas; · fie afterward became 
its regimental adjutant. Prom December 1927 
to February 1929 he served under Major Gen­
eral Frank R. McCoy'40 on the American Elec­
toral Commission in Nicaragua, returning to 
the Central. American country in July 1930 
for further duty with the commission. In 
December he proceeded to Fort Clayton in the 
Panama Canal Zone for service with the 
Thirty-third Infantry. Between his assign­
ments in Nicaragua, Ridgway had been ordered 
to Washington, D.C., to work with the Com­
mission of Inquiry and Conciliation, which was 
concerned with the Bolivia-Paraguay boundary 
dispute; he had also taken an advanced course 
at the Fort Benning Infantry School, from 
which he was graduated in June 1930. 

From Panama, where he had been stationed 
for more than a year, Ridgway in the spring 
of 1932 was ordered to the Philippine Islands 
to act as liaison officer to the Insular Govern­
ment. In this capacity he was technical adviser 
to Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., the Governor-Gen-. 
era!. The following year, in August, he was 
sent to study at the Command and General 
Staff School in Fort Leavenworth, . Kansas. 
After completion of his studies in June 1935, 
came an assignment to the General Staff Corps 
as Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3, Sixth Corps 
Area at Chicago, followed by several months 
of d-ilty with the Secona Army. Joining the · 
Second Army as Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3 
(operations) in March 1936, he had become 
Deputy Chief of Staff by the time he left in 
August of that year for studies at the Army 
War College in Washingfon, D.C. Ridgway 
was graduated in June 1937 and ordered to 
the Presidio in San Francisco to serve as 
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3, qf the Fourth 
Army. Two years later, in May,, he. went to 
Brazil on a special mission with Brigadier Gen­
eral Ceorge C. Marshall'", who was then the 
Chief of Staff-Designate. 

In 'September 1939, the month that .World 
War II began, Ridgway was detailed to the 
War Department General Staff in Washington, 
D.C., to work with the War Plans Division, 
where he was stationed until January 1942. 
Upon the ·activation of the Eighty-second In­
fantry Division in March 1942, he became 
assistant division commander and then com­
manding general of this unit, which held a 
distinguished World War I record. When the/ 
Eighty-second became an air-borne division id 
August 1942, Ridgway remained in command, 
accepting the challenge of heading one of th_e1 
Army's first air-borne units. Flying to Norttf/ 
Africa with his division in April 1943, he di-1 
rected the planning and execution of "the first' 
major night air-borne operation ever attempted 

. by any army"-the invasion of Sicily in July 
1943-then led the Eighty-second "in its rapid 
conquest of the Western half of that island" 
and "during its outstanding participation in the 

Italian campaign'' from September to Novem­
ber 1943. In the language of the citation 
accompanying the Distinguished Service Cross, 
which he was awarded, the General "from the 
earliest moments of the Sicilian invasion . . . 
displayed an uncanny ability for appearing 
during crucial moments in the advance, and by 
his compelling leadership and inspiring presence 
helped his command to hurdle their obstacles 
and once more to continue the victorious ad­
vance." 

All had not gone well, however, in the 
air-borne attack on Sicily: "Antiaircraft 
gunners, both enemy and friendly, shot down 
more than a score of the Eighty-second's trans­
port planes," was a Time account, and "all 
but one battalion landed in the wrong spot." 
Ridgway and others who believed in the possi­
bilities of landing men and equipment by para­
chute and glider, were able to persuade skeptics 
not to eliminate the air-borne divisions, which 
subsequently proved their value in the invasion 
of France in June 1944. On D-Day Ridgway ' 
jumped by parachute to spearhead the assault 
of his parachutists on the Cotentin Peninsula. 
"His personal bravery and his heroism," read , 
the citation accompanying the Oak Leaf 
Cluster added to his Distinguished Service 
Cross, "wece deciding factors in the success" 
of the Eighty-second, which togeffierwffiiTwo 
o~bome division the 101st ana7lie 
fil'..!:m 1x ell).e to secure tile~ 
beac ea . Following theorganizalioiiofthe 
'Firsf"iUTied Air-borne Army, the General was_ 
-placed in command of the Eighteenth Air-home 
',Corps in August 1944, and in the ensuing 
months directed operations in the vicinity of 
Eindhoven, Holland, in the Ardem1es campaign 
in B~lgium, in the crossing of the Rhine near 
Wesel, in the Ruhr "pocket," and in the cross­
ing of the Elbe and the advance to junction 
with the Soviet troops on the Baltic on May 2, 
1945. 

In August 1945 General Ridgway returned to " 
the United States with the Eighteenth Corps . 
and shortly before the Japanese surrender that 
month was flown to the Philippines in advance 
of his troops to arrange details for its participa­
tion in an invasion of Japan: Then, in October 
of . that year he was ordered to the Mediter­
ranean theater of operations, where he re­
mained in command until his appointment as 
representative of General of the Army Dwight 
D. Eisenhower'<> on the Military Staff Commit­
tee of the United Nations, the body created 
by the U. N. Charter to advise the Security 
Council on military matters. He went to Lon­
don in this capacity (January 1946) and while 
there also served as an ad,viser to the United 
States civil delegation to the U. N. Assembly, 
As the United States Army representative on 
the Military Staff Committee during its New 
York meetings, Ridgway helped to formulate 
the eighty-page report, in which general prin­
ciples for the organization of the armed forces 
to be placed at the disposal of the Security 
Council were recommended; it was submitted 
to the Council on April 30, 1947, after more 
than a year of committee work. 

(Oontinuea nea;t page) 
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U. S. Army Signal Col'J]s 

LIEUT. GEN. M. B. RIDGWAY 

The aocument wrote Peter Kihss of the 
New York Her~ld Tribune (May 4, 1947), 
marked "the first, albeit fa]~_er_ing, s~ep" tow~rd 
the establishment of an international police 
force." Observers pointed out that a;1 inter­
national force would not be used agamst any 
of the Big Five or any nations supported by 
them for as members of the Security Council, 
they 'have the righ! ~o v:eto military ,sanctions. 
Ridgway's own opm10n of the _U.N. s prese~t 
power · to guarantee worl~ peace was not o_pti­
mistic. In a speech betore the Metropolitan 
Club in New York he warned Americans not 
to "think they car{ confide their military se­
curity today to the United Nations. It is our 
hope and objective for the future, but th~y 
must not think it can be done today." While 
carrying out his duties on the Military St~ff 
Committee, Ridgway was also the se!110r 
United States delegate to the Inter-American 
Defense Board, a post for which he h~d 
been selected in March 1946. Small commit­
tees of this body were reported to be planning 
the standardization of the armies of the West­
ern Hemisphere in organization, training pro­
cedures, and equipment. Another of_ ~idgway's 
duties in 1947 was to serve as military aide 
to President Miguel Aleman ••• of Mexico dur­
ing that official's visit to the United States. At 
the Pan American Conference, held in Rio de 
Janeiro in the summer of 1947, Ridgeway and 
Argentinian and Chilean experts defined the 
Western Hemisphere security zone. 

General Ridgway has received thirty-three 
decorations in all: in addition to those already 
mentioned, he holds the Silver Star, Bronze 
Star, D.S.M., Legion of Merit, Purple Heart, 
and eleven foreign medals. • The Army officer 
was married to the former Margaret Wilson 
(in J~ne 1947 they were divorced). They 
have one daughter, Virginia Ann, who is now 

Mrs. C. L. Crawford. As is typical of most 
high-ranking officers, Ridgway lists no political 
affiliation. His religion is the Episcopal. A 
Time description of the General : "Matt Ridg­
way looks like a Roman senator and lives like 
a Spartan hoplite. He is ruggedly built [six 
feet tall and 190 pounds in weight], has 
straight dark brown hair sprinkled with gray, 
dark brown eyes, expressive eyebrows. Hi ~. 
face ( variously described as 'distinguished', 
'handsome,' or 'austere') is deeply tanned and 
crinkled with the lines natural to an outdoors­
man." For recreation he turns to rifle-shoot­
ing and hiking. He also likes to '_fish, hunt, and 
play tennis. Kipling is one of his favorite 
authors. 

References 
Time ,45 :27+ Ap 2 '45 por (cover) 
National Cyclop.edia of American Bi?g­

raphy Curr_ent vol G, 1943-46 
Who's Who in America, 1946-47 

ROBBINS, .JEROME Oct. 11, 1918-
Choreographer·;-cfan~er 
Address: b. 421 Park Ave., New York 22; 
h. 17 51st St., Weehawken, N.J. 

Choreographer Jerome Robbins expressed 
the principle which has guided the creation of ~ 
his four ballets and two musical shows when 

_.he told an interviewer that he was striving 
toward the establishment of "a lyric theater," 
in which all forms of theater art, drama, 
music, art, and the dance, would be integrated. 
Wh~n he was twenty-six years old, his first 
work, Fancy Free, was presented by the 
Ballet Theatre, the New York and touring 
corps organized in 1940. Since that 1944 debut 
critics have discussed the originality, sensitiv­
ity, and high spir;ts which characterize his 
work. . 

Of RussianaJewish and Spanish descent, 
Jerome Robbins was born Jerome Rabinowitz 
to Harry and Lena (Rips) Rabinowitz on 
October 11, 1918. • (The family name was 
legally changed to Robbins in 1944.) While 
Jerome was a child, his parents moved from 
New York, where their son had been born, 
across the Hudson River to Weehawken, New 
Jersey. After graduation from Woodrow 
Wilson High School in the Jersey community 
in 1935, Robbins matriculated for a Bachelor 
of Arts degree at New York University. Lack 
of money, however, caused him to leave col­
lege after a year. At about this time, his 
sister, who had been trained in dancing while 
her brother had studied piano, introduced him 
to Gluck-Sandor, who, with Felicia Sorel, was 
director and choreographer of Dance Center, 
a group which gave studio performances of 
ballet in New York. Without having taken 
regular lessons in the dance,' before -(he had 
occasionally attended a class whh hi~ sister), 
eighteen-year-old Robbins was acce{ited as an 
apprentice with Sandor and Sorel, and began 
a series of studies. These, :-in ten years, in­
cluded interpretative dancing with Alyce Bent­
ley; Spanish dancing with Helene Veola; Ori­
ental dancing- with Nimura; body correc-
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ploye loyalty investigations within the ex­
ecutive departments with dismissed em­
ployes having recourse to appeal to feder­
al courts. Richardson protested that the 
plan would give federal courts, rather 
than the President "real power" over dis­
missals. He died on March 17, 1953. 

[AES] 

RIDGWAY, MATTHEW B(UNKER) 
b. March 3, 1895; Fort Monroe, Va. 
Commander-in-Chief of the United 
Nations Command and Supreme 
Commander for Allied Powers, 
1951-52; Supreme Commander for 
Allied Power in Europe, 1952-53. 

Ridgway, the son of an Army colonel, 
was raised on various military posts. In 
1917 he received a B.S. degree from the 
U.S-. Military Academy at West Point and, 
during the next two decades, served on 
numerous assignments in Central Ameri­
ca, the Far East and the United States. By 
1936 he was deputy chief of staff. In Sep­
tember_ 1939 Ridgway was assigned to the · 
War Department general staff in Washing­
ton, D.C. to work with the War Plans Di­
vision. He remained there until January 
1942, when he became assistant division 
commander and, shortly thereafter, com- • 
mander of the 82nd. Infantry Division. 
Ridgway headed one of the Army's first 
airborne units and participated in the in­
vasion of Sicily, the Italian campaign and 
the assault on Normandy. In late 1945 he 
was appointed a representative of Gen. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower [q.v.] on the Mili­
tary Staff Commission of the United Na­
tions. This body was created by the U .N. 
Charter to advise the Security Council on 
military matters. Ridgway assisted in the 
preparation of a report that formulated 
the general principles for the organization 
of an armed force controlled by the Secu­
rity Council. The document was de­
scribed by the New York Herald Tribune 
as marking "the first, and albeit faltering 
step toward the establishment of an inter­
national police force." Critics pointed out 
it had serious limitations: the intemation-

al force would not be used against any of 
the permanent nations of the Council or 
the allies because they had the right to 
veto military sanctions. Ridgway felt that 
the guarantees of world peace were the 
hope and objective of the future, but he 
warned Americans not to think "that they 
can confide their military security today 
to the U.N." 

While serving on the Military Staff 
Commission, Ridgway also was an advis­
er to the U.S. civilian delegation to the 
U.N. General Assembly and senior dele­
gate to the Inter-American Defense 
Board. This latter body was formed to 
plan the standardization of organization, 
training procedure and equipment among 
Western ·-~Hies. In Augustl948 Ridgway 
was made • commander of the Carribean 
Defense Command and the Panama Ca­
nal Department. 

During the Korean conflict Ridgway 
was field commander of the 8th Army, un­
der the general direction of Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur [q.v.]. Ridgway attempted to 

. raise the spirits ·of the demoralized force 
.'. and took steps to pr-epare rear lines for de­

fense against -th_e Communist attack ev­
eryone expected. When Truman relieved 

- MacArthur of his duties as commander­
in-chief of the Far Eastern Command in 
April 1951, Ridgway took his place. In 
June 1951 Ridgway led his forces in a 
successful effort to push Communist 
troops back just north of the 38th Parallel. 
The resultant stalemate led to a protracted 
series of truce talks which continued for 
over two years. Ridgway also succeeded 
MacArthur in his position as occupation 
chief in Japan. He left that nation in April 
1952, after the Japanese peace treaty with 
the U. S. became effective. 

Ridgway succeeded Eisenhower as Su­
preme Commander of Allied Forces in 
Europe on June 1, 1952. He warned the 
"lords of Communism" not to mistake 
Western "tolerance and magnanimity" in 
the face of Cold War J),I'Ovocations for 
weakness and said that another world war 
"could bring dreadful suffering to us but 
it would bring destruction to them and 
their power." In July 1952 Truman wi­
dened Ridgway's command to include the 
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European, Eastern Atlantic and Mediter­
ranean naval and air forces. The follow­
ing year Ridgway said that the "threat" 
posed by the military strength of "poten­
tial aggressors had not diminished one 
iota in the last two years." • 

Ridgway was r~lieved as Supreme Al­
lied Commander in Europe in May 1953. 
Two years later he retired from the Army 
to become director of Colt Industries. 
During the Johnson Administration Ridg­
way was one of a number of military men 
who attempted to persuade the President 
to limit U.S. involvement in Vietnam. 
[See EISENHOWER, JOHNSON Volumes] 

ROBERTSON, A(BSALOM) 
WILLIS 
b. May 27, 1887; Martinsburgh, 
W.Va. 

[MLB] 

d. Nov. 1, 1971; Lexington, Va. 
Democratic Representative, Va., 
1933-46; Democratic Senator, Va., 
1946-66. • 

Robertson--467 

Committee. For his remaining 10 years in 
the House he focused on the problems of 
taxation. He voted against the Roosevelt 
Administration on the central elements of 
the New Deal and with it on questions of 
defense and foreign affairs. 

Robertson saw himself as a man work­
ing for the preservation of states' rights 
and individual constitutional freedoms. A 
conservative in the manner of his fellow 
Virginian, Sen. Harry F. Byrd (D, Va.) 
[q.v.], Robertson opposed the general ex­
tension of federal power, social welfare 
programs and racial integration. But Rob­
ertson was not on close terms with Byrd 
or the other organization leaders. It was 
the strength of his own extensive, infor-
mal network of supporters and friends 
that forced the Democratic machine in 
Virginia to back him in 1946 whe.n he 
won an election to fill the unexpired term 
of the late Sen. Carter Glass. 

As a senator, Robertson maintained his 
conservative voting pattern, opposing so­
cial and labor legislation. In 1947 he sup­
ported the Taft-Hartley Act. Two years 
later he voted against the public housing 
features of the Truman housing bill. Dur- • 

_ :' ing the coal strike of 1950, Robertson in-
Robertson was born into a distin- troduced a bill to subject unions . to civil 

guished Virginia family. He received his and criminal action under the antitrust 
B.A. degree in history from the University laws if they threatened the nation's econ­
of Richmond in 1907 and his LL.B. there omy, health or safety. With the settlement 
the following year. Robertson first en- of the strike, the action was taken on the 
tered politics when he served in the Vir- measure. A year later Robertson support­
ginia Senate from 1916 to 192~. For the ed Truman's seizure of the steel industry. 
next six years he was the attorney for He was among three Democrats voting 

·Rockbridge Co. In 1932 Robertson won against Truman's plan to reorganize the 
election to the U.S. House of Representa- Reconstruction Finance Corp., preferring 
tives, where he was returned until his instead its abolition. • 
election to the Senate in 1946. Robertson supported the Truman Ad-

During his tenure in the House, the Vir- ministration's foreign policy, voting for 
ginia Democrat developed the reputation Greek-Turkish aid in 1947 and the Mar­
as a champion of conservationist causes. shall Plan in 1948. He was a strong sup­
He sponsored an influential and policy- porter of the North Atlantic Treaty Organ­
setting House resolution in 1934 provid- ization (NATO). In the 1951 debate over 
ing for the establishment of a Select Com- the U.S. role in NATO, Robertson favored 
mittee on Conservation of Wild Life the stationing of U.S. troops in Europe. 
Resources, and he helped lead the fight He endorsed Truman's call for universal 
for the resultant Wild Life Conservation military training and supported the draft 
Act of 1937. In the same year Robertson bill. Robertson backed the extension of 
became the first Virginian in 37 years as- foreign aid programs. He opposed mak­
signed to the powerful Ways and Means ing Marshall Plan aid contigent on the 
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RICKOVER, HYMAN G(EORGE) 
b. Jan. 27, 1900; Makow, Russia 
Director of Naval Research, Atomic 
Energy Co,mmission; Director of Nu­
clear Propulsion,' Navy Bureau of 

, Ships, 1953-

Hyman Rickover, the "father" of the nu­
clear submarine, was the son of Russian 
immigrants. He grew up in Chicago, 
graduated from Annapolis in 1922 and then 
served in a variety of naval assignments, in­
cluding submarine duty. In 1939 he became 
head of the electrical section of the Bureau 
of Ships, a position he held throughout 
World War II. Following the War he was 
assigned to the Atomic Energy Commis­
sion's (AEC) Manhattan Project, where he 
first became convinced that a nuclear­
powered submarine was feasible. Despite 
consistent Navy. objections Rickover ob­
tained approval for the project and was as­
signed to the AEC's naval reactors branch 
while retaining his naval post as head of the 
Nuclear Power Division. • 

With a personal style that one obser'ver 
called "quasi-Prussian and autocratic," Rick-· 
over assembled a crack staff for his nuclear . 
projects during the 1950s and committed 
military heresy by prizing ability over rank. 
His outspoken views and abrasive manner 
made him unpopular with his superiors, 
and Rickover was twic~ .. ,.overlooked for 
promotion until an act of]:::·ongress pro­
moted him from captain to · rear admiral in 
1953. 

Under Rickover's guidance construction 
of the nuclear-powered submarine Nautilus, 
begun in June 1952, was completed in 
January 1954. Between 1954 and 1959 the 
Navy constructed three nuclear surface 
warships: the destroyer Bainbridge, the 
cruiser Long Beach and the aircraft carrier 
Enterprise . 

Rickover's experiences in the personnel 
field as well as his efforts to cope with con­
sistently shoddy workmanship by civilian 
contractors led him to frequently attack 
American education. He declared that U.S. 
students were ill-prepared to meet the de­
mands of an increasingly technological soci­
ety. In February 1958 Rickover stated that 
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he favored transferring money from the 
Defense Department if necessary to raise 
teachers' pay and improve education. He 
asserted that education was more important 
than defense expenditures and urged fed­
eral standards for teachers. He assailed 
"professional educators" as principally to 
blame for the inadequate educational sys­
tem and warned Congress not to "make the 
mistake of strengthening the position of 
state boards of education." His book on the 
subject, Education and Freedom, was pub­
lished in 1959. 

During the Kennedy Administration Rick­
over clashed with Secretary of Defense 
Robert S. McNamara over construction of a 
second nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, 
which Rickover strongly and unsuccessfully 
advocated. In the early-1960s Rickover also 
continued to speak out on the flaws of the 
American educational system. President 
Lyndon B. Johnson waived Rickover's man­
datory retirement in 1964, allowing the 
Admiral to continue in the service . Dui:ing 
the John~on years Rickover d·eplored th.e 
Navy's acceptance of inferior materials, 
which he asserted stemmed from the close 
connection between business and the mili­
tary. [See KENNEDY and JOHNSON Volumes] 

[FHM] 

RIDGWAY, MATTHEW B(UNKER) 
b. March 3, 1895; Fort Monroe, Va. 
Army Chief of Staff, August 1953-June 
1955. 

Matthew B. Ridgway, the son of an Army 
colonel, was raised on various Army posts. 
Following his graduation from West Point 
in 1917, he taught languages there and then 
served on numerous assignments in Central 
America, the Far East and the United 
States. From 1939 to 1942 Ridgway was as­
signed to the War Department general 
staff, war plans division. During World War 
II Ridgway played an important role in the 
creation of Army airborne units and, as 
commanding general of the 82nd Airborne 
Division, participated in the invasion of Sic­
ily, the Italian campaign and the invasion of 
Normandy. From 1945 to 1948 he had ex­
tended assignments with the Military Staff 
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Committee of the United Nations and the 
Inter-American Defense Board. After the 
dismissal of Gen. Douglas MacArthur as 
leader of the U. N. forces in Korea, Ridg­
way took his place. In 1952 he replaced 
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower as supreme 
commander of Allied forces in Europe. [See 
TRUMAN Volume] 

President Eisenhower appointed Ridgway 
Army Chief of Staff in August 1953. Ridg­
way soon clashed with the Administration 
·over its decision to implement the "New 
~ok" defense policy. This plan, prompted 
in part by a desire to reduce expenditures, 
called for primary reliance on strategic nu­
clear weapons, _ or "massive retaliation," for 
defense. In 1954 he joined Gen. James M. 
Gavin [ q. v.] in protesting the cutbacks in 
the defense budget and the reductions in 
Army personnel which the policy entailed. 
He objected to a defense policy based on 
what he thought were principally political 
decisions and called for one based on the 
ability to fight small-scale, guerrilla-type 
wars as well as all-out nuclear attacks. 

In debates over a military policy, Ridgway 
often served as a voice of 1.noderation, conn-

- tering the more bellicose policies of Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Adm. Arthur Rad­
ford [ q.v.]. During the spring of 1954, 
when the Administration was considering a 
French request for U.S . military interven­
tion in Vietnam, Ridgway opposed Rad­
ford's plan to use air strikes. The General 
feared that Jf bombing failed to achieve its 
objective, there would be a strong tempta­
tion to send U.S. ground troops to maintain 
U.S. prestige. Ridgway ordered a team of 
experts to evaluate the situation in Viet­
nam. A subsequent report concluded that 
the U.S. was not ready to fight a guerrilla­
type war similar to the ones in that area. 
Eisenhower eventually accepted Ridgway's 
advice and refused direct American aid. 

Ridgway again opposed Radford's rec­
ommendations following the shelling of the 
Nationalist Chinese islands of Quemoy and 
Matsu by the Communist Chinese during 
the fall of 1954. Radford and the majority of 
the Joint Chiefs argued that, although the 
islands had no strategic value to Taiwan, 
their loss would bring on a collapse of 
Nationalist morale, which, in turn, was im-

portant for the defense of Asia. Therefore, 
they recommended that Eisenhower permit 
Chiang Kai-shek to bomb the mainland. If 
Quemoy were attacked, they urged direct 
U.S. military intervention. Ridgway, the 
only dissenter among the Joint Chiefs, ar­
gued that it was not the military' s responsi­
bility to judge the psychological value of 
the island and urged restraint. Eisenhower, 
determined not to exacerbate the crisis further, 
ruled out American military intervention. 

Ridgway retired as Army Chief of Staff in 
June 1955 and became director of Colt In­
dustries. A few days before his departure, 
he elaborated his views on the need for a 
"viable strategy for C9ld War situations" to 
meet aggressio11 in the "mountains of 
Greece and .:Korea or the jungles of In-
dochina." • - • 

After leaving the military Ridgway con­
tinued to oppose the Administration's em­
phasis on nuclear air power and criticized 
tbe placing of politics above the national 
interest. As a member of the Association of 
the U.S. Army, he worked for acceptance 
of bis "limited strategy" views, which 
_ gained wider support among cong;essional, 
academic and public leaders, especially 
after 1957, when the launching of the 
Soviet satellite Sputnik convinced many 
that the USSR was gaining superiority in 
missiles. In a committee report for the As­
sociation in 1960, Ridgway outlined a pro­
posal for the reorganization of the Army into 
a "mobile ready force" capable of fighting 
small wars. The plan was eventually im­
plemented as the "flexible response" policy 
of the Kennedy Administration . 

During the 1960s Ridgway was one of the 
military men, along with Gavin, who at­
tempted to persuade the Johnson Adminis­
tration to limit U.S. involvement in the Viet­
nam war. In 1966 he argued that the 
government must maintain a middle course 
between unilateral withdrawal and all-out 
war. A member of the Senior Advisory 
Group on Vietnam, which met with Presi­
dent Lyndon B. Johnson dui;ing March 
1968, Ridgway continued to' stress non­
military options in the conflict. By 1970 he 
supported a total planned withdrawal. [See 
JOHNSON Volume] 

[FDA] 
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ments before being sent to work on an 
atomic submarine project for the Atomic 
Energy Commission in 1946. As a result of 
this experience he pressed for the de­
velopment of a nuclear submarine in the 
late 1940s . In the face of naval opposition, 
Rickover managed to get congressional ap­
proval for the building of the N ciutilus in 
1952. When it appeared to many important 
officers that the Navy had refused to pro­
mote Rickover from captain to vice-admiral 
in 1951 and 1952 because of his abrasive 
advocacy of the nuclear ship, Congress or­
ganized an investigation which resulted in 
his promotion in 1953. 

During _the 1950s Rickover campaigned 
for the development of a nuclear navy while 
continuing to supervise both civilian and 
military nuclear projects. As a result of his 
experience in recruiting men for his staff 
and dealing with what he regarded as the 
poor workmanship of civilian contractors, 
_Rickover became a leading critic of Ameri­
can education, maintaining that it failed to 
teach Americans to use their minds fully 
and to instill in them the desire for excel­
lence requirecl by an advanced technologi­
cal society. In the Kennedy years he con­
_tiimed to advocate a nuclear navy, particu­
larly the building of a second nuclear air­
craft carrier, and to campaign for reforms in 
American education. [See EISENHOWER, 
KENNEDY Volumes] 

Although scheduled to retire in 1964 at 
the mandatory age of 64, Rickover was re­
tained in his position by presidential order. 
During the Johnson years Rickover de­
nounced the close connection between 
business and the military which he said was 
one of the major reasons for the Navy's ac­
ceptance of inferior materials. In testimony 
given before the Joint Congressional Atomic 
Energy Committee. on Jan. 9, 1965, Rick­
over maintained that the sinking of the 
atomic submarine Thresher in 1963 proved 
that the Navy had "to change its way of 
doing business to meet the requirements of 
modern technology." He stated that 14 
months before the Thresher sank he had 
complained of poor workmanship in the 
yard where the ship was built. He also de­
nounced the failure of the Navy to consider 
the safety of its personnel in "casually" 

sending atomic submarines down to great 
depths. 

In March 1965 Rickover asked the Joint 
Congressional Atomic Energy Committee 
for authorization to build a "seed blanket" 
reactor . This · reactor, conceived by the 
Admiral, was designed to produce more 
fuel than it consumed. At the end of 1965 
the proposal was dropped because of unex­
pected technical problems. 

[Ews) 

RIDGWAY,· MATHEW B(UNKER) 
b. March 3, 1895; Fort Monroe, Va. 
Retired Army Officer. 

Geo, Matthew B. Ridgway commanded 
the 82n.'d •Airborne Division in World War 
II and the 8th Army in Korea. In 1951 he 
succeeded Gen. D0uglas MacArthur as 
United Nations commander in Korea . 
Ridgway subsequently served as supreme 
commander in Europe and Army Chief of 
Staff. He retired from the Army in June 
1955 to become director of Colt Industries. · 
[See TRUMAN, EISENHOWER Volumes)" 

During the Johnson years· Ridgway was 
one of a number o(military men, including 
Gen. James M. Gavin [ q.v:] and U.S. 
Marine Corps Commandant David M. 
Shoup [ q.v.], who attempted to persuade 
the Administration to limit U.S. involve­
ment in Vietnam. In an article published in 
Look magazine in April 1966, Ridgway pro­
posed that the U. S. maintain a middle 
course between unilateral withdrawal from 
Vietnam and "all-out war." He believed 
that the U.S. should press for a negotiated 
settlement that would guarantee South Viet­
namese security. Ridgway feared that in­
creasing U.S. military involvement would 
lead to direct Chinese intervention. He op­
posed the suggestion of Air Force Gen. 
Curtis E. LeMay [ q.v.] that the- -U.S . 
bomb North Vietnam "back into the Stone 
Age." Ridgway wrote that "there must be 
some moral limit to the means we use to 
achieve victory ." The use of nuclea'r 
weapons against North Vietnam, he said, 
would be "the ultimate in immorality." In­
stead of a dramatic expansion of the war, he 
supported Gavin's plan for a permanent halt 
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in air strikes against North Vietnam and the 
limitation of U.S. troop operations to coast­
al enclaves in the South. 

In March 1968 President Johnson invited 
Ridgway· and a number of prominent former 
government officials and military men to 
the White House to advise him on Vietnam 
strategy. The panel, known as the Senior 
Advisory Group, argued that the U.S. could 
not achieve victory in Vietnam even with 
increased troop strength and stepped-up 
bombing of the North. The group advised 
the Administration to seek a negotiated 
settlement with North Vietnam. Johnson 
heeded this advice. At the end of March he 
announced his decision to de-escalate the 
conflict and begin negotiations. 

RIVERS, L(UCIUS) MENDEL 
b. Sept. 28, 1905; Gumville, S.C. 
d. Dec. 29, 1970; Bethesda, Md. 
Democratic · Representative, S. C., 
1941-70; Chairman, House Arm_ed Ser­
vices Committee, 1965-70. 

After brief tenures as state representative 
and special attorney for the U.S . Depart­
ment of Justice; Mendel Rivers was elected 
to the House of Representatives in 1940, 
where he was assigned to the Naval Affairs 
Committee (later merged into the Armed 
Services Committee). ·Riv-ers associated 
himself with the conserv11tive Southern 
Democratic bloc in Congress. He supported 
Strom Thurmond's (D, S.C.) [ q.v.] 1948 
presidential campaign and backed Republi­
can Dwight D. Eisenhower [ q.v.] in 1952 
and 1956. During this period Rivers consis­
tently opposed anti-poll tax and civil rights 
legislation in Congress. He encountered lit­
tle electoral opposition in his district; by 
1960 he had served his Charleston area 
constituency lo_nger than any other con­
gressman in the district's history. 

During his term in Congress Rivers fre­
quently used his seniority on the Armed 
Services Committee to promote the con­
struction of military installations in his dis­
trict. In the early 1950s Rivers succeeded 
in reopening two installations closed after 
World War II and during the next 13 years 
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secured a Marine Corps air station, three 
Air Force installations and a Polaris sub­
marine base for his district. By the late 
1960s military bases and defense-related in­
dustry accounted for 35% of the payroll in 
the Charleston area. Rep. Robert Sikes (D, 
Fla.) [ q.v.] once quipped that if Rivers put 
anything else in his district, "the whole 
place will sink completely from sight from 
the sheer weight of military installations."_ 

Upon the retirement of Representative 
Carl Vinson (D, Ga.) [ q.v.], Rivers became 
chairman of the Armed Services Committee 
in January 1965. Rivers viewed the Com­
mittee as "the only official important voice 
the military has in the House of Represen­
tatives." Unlike his predeces~or, Chairman 
Rivers met regularly with the Committee's 
seven senior members, known on Capitol 
Hill as "the Junta." 

As chairman, Rivers first clashed with the 
Johnson Administration over what he 
termed Secretary of Defense Robert 
McNamara's [ q. v.] "_unilateral" decision to 
close unnecessary military bases. To 
counter McNamara's plan, Rivers added a 
provision to the 1965 Military Construction 
Authorization Act that subjected any base­
clos~re plans to a veto by either chamber of 
Congress. President Johnson vetoed the 
measure, and Congress passed a new bill 
that included a provision giving the legis­
lature 30 days to review base-closing plans 
submitted by the Secretary. During the 
floor debate on this bill, Rivers stated that 
the executive branch was now convinced 
that Congress "must be a partner" in mili­
tary affairs. 

Rivers again differed with the Adminis­
tration in July 1965 by supporting the 
third major raise in military pay in three 
years, a 10% increase that doubled the De­
fense Department's request. During the . 
House debate Rivers opposed an amend­
ment submitted by Rep. Richard Kasten­
meier (D. Wisc.) [ q. v.] to alter the pay­
increase scale in favor of junior officers and 
enlistees with two or three years of service. 
Rivers described the amendment as an 
abandonment of the "longevity principle" 
and dismissed as "fallacious" the argument 
that the pay increases in Kastenmeier' s 
amendment might constitute a first step 
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tion and geographical area exemplified our 
great American tradition of civic service by 
participating as members of Federal adviso­
ry committees. These individuals devoted 
countless thousands of hours of talent and 
expertise to developing and offering recom­
mendations affecting almost every Federal 
program. 

Because most advisory committees have 
low operating costs and the great majority 
of committee members serve on a noncom• 
pensated basis, the Federal government re­
ceives tremendous benefit for a modest in• 
vestment. However, committee productivi· 
ty is not uniform as some committees have 
outlived their usefulness while others re­
ceive insufficient support and attention 
from their sponsoring agencies. In the inter• 
est of good management I have directed all 
executive departments and agencies to un· 
dertake a thorough review of their commit• 
tees to eliminate those that are unnecessary 
and to strengthen management and over· 
sight of those that remain. A task force of 
senior agency personnel from several agen• 

~ cies chaired by the General Services Ad­\1 ministration has been commissioned to 
• carry out this initiative during fiscal year 

1985. 
We shall work in cooperation with the 

Congress to assure the American people 
that advisory committee expenditures are a 
wise investment and that committee service 
is a noble and worthy endeavor. 

The White House, 
May 23, 1985. 

Ronald Reagan 

Note: The 131-page report is entitled "Fed­
eral Advisory Committees: Thirteenth 
Annual Report of the President-Fiscal 
Year 1984". 

Federal Council on the Aging 

Message to the Congress Transmitting the 
Annual Report. May 23, 1985 

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with Section 204(£) of the 

Older Americans Act of 1965, as amended, 

I hereby transmit the Annual Report for 
1984 of the Federal Council on the Aging. 
The report reflects the Council's views in 
its role of examining programs serving older 
Americans. • 

It should be noted that the 1985 Annual 
Report of the Medicare Board of Trustees 
indicates that projected annual revenues 
from payroll taxes are expected to be suffi­
cient to pay annual enrollee benefits for 
Medicare Part A through the first part of 
the next decade, and reserves in the Hospi­
tal Insurance Trust Fund are likely to be 
sufficient to cover annual shortfalls for an 
additional five years. Data from the 1985 
Trustees Report should be used to update 
statements made on page 21 of the Annual 
Report of the Federal Council on the 
Aging. 

Ronald Reagan 

The White House, 
May 23, 1985. 

Presidential Medal of Freedom 

Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony. 
May 23, 1985 

From my days on the dinner circuit and 
in Hollywood, I can remember when asso­
ciations holding a dinner and wanted some­
one prominent in public life to attend their 
annual dinner they would notify the indi· 
vidual that he or she had recently won the 
society's highest award, an award that they 
could collect if they showed up. And if they 
didn't, they would pick somebody else to 
give the honor to. 

Well, a couple of months ago an invita• 
tion for lunch at the White House was sent 
to some of the individuals gathered in this 
room today, an invitation that also notified 
them they were recipients of this country's 
highest civilian honor. But I want to assure 
you that as flattered as Nancy and I are to 
have you here, this was not some conspira­
cy on our part to get this distinguished and 
talented group over to the house for lunch. 
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Because, you see, the invitation really did 
not come from us at all. It comes from an 
entire nation, from all of America. 

For your achievements in diplomacy, en­
tertainment, government, politics, learning, 
culture, and science, the American people 
honor you today. Each of you has achieved 
that hardest of all things to achieve in his 
life-something that will last and endure 
and talce on life of its own. 

My guess is that probably as long as this 
nation lasts, your descendants will spealc 
with pride of the day you attended a White 
House ceremony and received this, the 
Medal of Freedom-America's highest civil­
ian honor. And 50 years from now, a centu­
ry from now, historians will know your 
names and your achievements. You've left 
humanity a legacy, and on behalf of the 
American people, Nancy and I want to con­
gratulate you. 

You know, one of our medal winners 
today once made a film with Frank Capra 
about a man who took his own life for 
granted and was saddened by how little 
impact he seemed to have had on the 
world. But then a benevolent angel gave 
him the opportunity to see how different 
his hometown would have been had he not 
lived. And the man was astonished to dis­
cover how much good he had done without 
knowing it-how many people he had 
touched and how many lives he had made 
richer and happier. • . 

Well, more than you will ever know, this 
world would have been much poorer and a 
dimmer place without each of you. In a 
million countless ways you've inspired and 
uplifted your fellow men and women, and 
we want you never to forget that. And we 
are grateful to you for it, also. 

It's a wonderful day for you and your 
families and for Nancy and myself, and I 
was just thinking, sometimes it's fun to be 
President. [Laughter] 

But I'm about to present the medals, but 
I want each of you to know that it comes 
with the heartfelt thanks, the admiration 
and pride of the some 238 million Ameri­
cans who couldn't be here for lunch, but 
are, believe me, here in spirit. 

[As the President called each name, the re­
cipient or the person accepting for the re­
cipient went to the podium to receive the 

medal and remained standing behind the 
President. The President read the citations 
which accom-pany the medals. The texts of 
the citations are printed below.] 

So, now, the first Medal of Freedom goes 
to Count Basie, and it will be received by 
his son, Aaron Woodward. Aaron. 

For more than half a century, William "Count" 
Basie enraptured the people of America with his 
brilliant and innovative work in the field of jazz. 
In the 1930's and 40's, the Count became part of 
the fabric of American life as the leader of one of 
the greatest bands of the Big Band Era. His 
songs, from "April in Paris" to "One O'Clock 
Jump," are American classics. Count Basie cut a 
notch in musical history and found a place in our 
hearts forever. Among the royalty of American 
arts and entertainment, there is no one more 
honored and more beloved than the Count. 

And now-there's a middle name here 
that's bothering me-I hadn't used it before 
myself, but-Captain Jacques-Yves Cous­
teau. Did I get it right? 

For decades, Captain Jacques-Yves Cousteau 
has been a celebrated undersea explorer. His 
journeys aboard the Calypso have become known . ... 
to millions through his books and fihns. His . , 
manned, undersea colonies yielded wealth of re-
search and data and made important technical 
advances. His aqualung has made underwater 
diving available to all. Captain Cousteau perhaps 
has done more than any other individual to 
reveal the mysteries of the oceans that cover 
more than two-thirds of the surface of our planet. 
It is, therefore, likely that he will be remem· 
bered not only as a pioneer in his time, but as a 
dominant figure in world history. 

And Dr. Jerome Holland to receive-and 
his wife, Mrs. Laura Holland. 

Dr. Jerome Hartwell Holland, one of thirteen 
children in a small-town family in New York 
State, rose from poverty to become a leading 
educator, civil rights activist, author and diplo­
mat. Dr. Holland dedicated his career to improv­
ing the lives of others, particularly his fellow 
black Americans, and to working for peace. A 
man of vigor and wisdom, Dr. Holland led a life 
of service, the memory of which today serves as 
an inspiration to millions. 

Sidney Hook: 
Scholar, philosopher, and thinker-Sidney 

Hook stands as one of the most eminent intellec­
tual forces of our time. His commitment to ra­
tional thought and civil discourse has made him 

• an eloquent spokesman for fair play in public life. 
His devotion to freedom made him one of the 
first to warn the intellectual world of its moral 
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obligations and personal stake in the struggle be­
tween freedom and totalitarianism. A man of 
truth, a man of action, Sidney Hook's life and 
work make him one of America's greatest schol­
ars, patriots, and lovers of liberty. 

• 

Jeane Kirkpatrick: 
For four years as the Representative of the 

United States to the United Nations, Ambassador 
Jeane Kirkpatrick held high the flag of our coun­
try with courage and wisdom. She is an endlessly 
articulate spokeswoman for the moral and practi­
cal benefits of freedom and a tireless defender of 
the decency of the West. Jeane Kirkpatrick is a 
patriot, and there is no honor more appropriate 
for her than one entitled, 'The Presidential 
Medal of Freedom." It's bestowed this day by a 
nation that knows Jeane Kirkpatrick's work has 
only just begun. 

Dr. George M. Low. This will be received 
by his wife, Mrs. Marv Low. 

During his distingwshed public service at 
NASA, Dr. George M. Low helped lead this na­
tion's space program to its greatest achievements, 
directing the first manned landing on the moon 
and planning the shuttle program. As President 
of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, he continued 
to make his mark on the future, improving aca­
demic excellence and launching a program to 
spur technological innovation. Our nation will be 
reaping the benefits of his wisdom and vision for 
years to come. 

Frank Reynolds, to be received by Mrs. 
Henrietta Reynolds. 

Reporter and anchorman, family man and a 
patriot, Frank Reynolds' life exemplified the 
highest standards of his profession. His commit­
ment to the truth, his unfailing sense of fairness, 
his long experience as both witness and partici• 
pant in the great events of our time earned him 
the respect of his colleagues and the trust and 
admiration of the American people. We honor his 
memory for his aggressive but fair-minded re­
porting and devotion to profession, to family, and 
to country. 

S. Dillon Ripley: 
Upon beconung Secretary of the Smithsonian 

Institute, S. Dillon Ripley ordered the statue of 
Joseph Henry turned so that it faced not inward 
toward the castle, but outward toward the Mall, 
thereby signaling his intentions to open the lnsti• 
tution to the world. During the next 20 years, S. 
Dillon Ripley did just that, opening eight muse­
wns and doubling the number of visitors to the 
Institution. With dedication and tireless effort, S. 
Dillon Ripley made the Smithsonian one of the 
greatest museums and centers of learning on 
Earth . 

Frank Sinatra: 
For nearly 50 years, Americans have been put­

ting their dreams away and letting one man take 
their place in our hearts. Singer, actor, humani­
tarian, patron of art and mentor of artists, Francis 
Albert Sinatra and his impact on America's popu· 
lar culture are without peer. His love of country, 
his generosity toward those less fortunate, his dis· 
tinctive art, and his winning and passionate per· 
sona make him one of our most remarkable and 
distinguished Americans, and one who truly did 
it "His Way." 

James M. Stewart: 
James Maitland Stewart arrived in Hollywood 

in 1935, and today, half a century later, his cred· 
its include more than 70 pictures, including such 
classics as "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington," "The 
Philadelphia Story," and "It's a Wonderful Life." 
A patriot, Mr. Stewart served with distinction as 
a pilot during World War 11, rising to the rank of 
Colonel in the Eighth Air Force. His typically 
American characters-boyish, honest and kind­
mirror the Jimmy Stewart in real life-an Ameri­
can boy who grew to a glorious manhood, but 
never lost his sense of wonder or his innocence. 

Lieutenant General Albert C. Wede­
meyer: 

As one of America's most distinguished soldiers 
and patriots, Albert C. Wedemeyer has earned 
the gratitude of his country and the admiration 
of his countrrmen. In the face of crisis and con• 
troversy, his integrity and his opposition to totali­
tarianism remained unshakeable. For his resolute 
defense of liberty and his abiding sense of per­
sonal honor, Albert C. Wedemeyer has earned 
the thanks and the deep affection of all who 
struggle for the cause of human freedom. 

Chuck Yeager: 
A hero in war and peace, Charles Yeager has 

served his country with dedication and courage 
beyond ordinary measure. On October 14, 1947, 
in a rocket plane which he named "Glamorous 
Glynnis" after his wife, Chuck Yeager became 
the first human being to travel faster than the 
speed of sound, and in doing so, showed to the 
world the real meaning of "The Right Stuff." 

Well, that concludes our presentation. 
And congratulations to all of you who've 
made all of our lives richer. 

Thank you. God bless you all. 

Note: The President spoke at I :26 p. m. in 
the .East Room at the White House follow­
ing a luncheon fD1' the reciptents and their 
guests. 
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GENERAL MATTHEW B. RIDGWAY 

soldi~g sword in hand reaches to protect an 

freedom, liberty, human kindness the world is, for a 

moment, hushed. Greatness is often born in quiet, in stillness: 

so it was that night in June of 1944 when General Matthew B. 
QY4t• t, 

Ridgway prayed the words God spoke to Joshua: I will not fail 

thee nor forget thee. 0-Day saved a continent, and so, a world; 

Ridgway helped save D-Day. Heroes come when they are needed; 

great men step forward when courage seems in short supply. [world 

War II was both: and there was Ridgway] -
~ w~t~ I Jo,. 1 unJe.r<S-{--~ th~ s-~ f.,_~ . 
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APPENDIX 

British, American and 
German Divisions in rma dy 

June 6th-August 2 h, 19 
(with dates of arri al) 

21st (British) Army Group 
Second (British) Army 
Guards Armoured Division 
7th Ar~oured Division 
11th Armoured Division 
79th Armoured Division (specialized armour) 
6th Airborne Division 
15th (Scottish) Division 
43rd (Wessex} Division 
49th (West Riding} Division , 
50th (Northumbrian) Division 
51st (Highland) Division 
53rd (Welsh) Division 
59th (Staffordshire} Division 

First Canadian Army 
4th Canadian Armoured Division 
1st Polish Armoured Division 
and Canadian Division 
3rd Canadian Division 

12th US Army Group 
First and Third US Armies 
and Armoured Division 
3rd Armoured Division 

335 

I 

June 28th 
June 8th 

June 13th 
D-Day 
D-Day ' 

June 14th 
June 24th 

D-Day 
D-Day 
D-Day 

June 27th 
June 27th 

.. --~ 
July 31st 
July 3ut 
July 7th 

D-Day 

July 2nd 
July 9th 
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deepest romanticism. June 6th waa to be the day of his first combat I 
' jump. The night before, as on other nights awaiting an ordeal, he lay 

with his God in the dark, listening for the words spoken to Joshua, 'I 
will not fail thee nor forsake thee', and, 'in all humbleneaa, without 
in any way seeking to compare His trials to ·mine', reflected on the 
Agony of Our Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane and told himself 
that 1if He could face with calmness o( soul the great suffering He 
knew wu to be His fate, then I surely could endure any lesser ordeal 
of the flesh or spirit that might be awaiting me'. 4 

• • 

Flight 
In the days before June 6th the airfields near which the tented staging 
camps had been pitched had gathered in the hundreds of aeroplanes 
needed to drop the 13,000 parachutists into action. Eight hundred 
and twenty-two were needed for the first drop, all C-47s, aa the army 
called the twin-engined DC-3 airliner with which Douglas Company 
had revolutionized internal air travel in the United States before the 
war. Painted now in khaki with three broad white stripes on each 
wing, which was to be the inter-Allied recognition sign for D-Day 
and after, each could carry eighteen fully laden parachutists, besides 
the pilot, co-pilot, navigator .and crew chief. These,, the permanent 
crew of the aircraft, belonged to the Army Air Force but, despite the 
extremely risky nature of their miuion, they stood low on the totem 
pole of ita prestige. Officially they were rated 'non-combat', be~ause 
the C-47 was not armed and could not carry bomb• and, as most 
aircrews 'would rather lay an egg or shoot a gun than fly a truck or 
tractor', it wu in the nature of things that the least qualified were 
U8igned to the Troop Carrier Commands rather than the Bomber or 
Fighter Wings. The ugly ducklings' disgruntlement was heightened 
by their knowledge that parachute dropping was both technically 
demanding and operationally hazardous, since it required the pilots 
to fly in tight formation at heights of 6oo--700 feet and at low speed -
about u0 mph - which made them excellent targets both for fighters 
and anti-aircraft guns. The crews of the 5:and Troop Carrier Wing, 
which had worked with the All American since the Sicily landinga, 
had developed none the leas a close and mutually trustful relation­
ahip with the division, baaed on some plain speaking early on after 
numben of parachutists had been dropped to drown in the Mediter­
ranean. One of its groups, however, was inexperienced and another 

ALL-AMERICAN SCREAMING EAGLES 

~~:s::: withdrawn for nearly a year before D-Day to fly trans; 
' a common experience for all • b 

certainly been . that of the other w· non_-com at' units. It had 
Command, which u a result were m~ tn IX . Troop . Carrier 
flying. And the drop of both d' . ~ndertraaned, particularly m night 

B . h 1v1s1ons was, to be by night 
the :e:•~ot tchoemes late in an English June and the trucks takino 

runways unloaded th bes• d . --., 
d~ylight. Eighteen to each stick (plane~=d) :h ea their ~ircraft in 
with a mountain of packages h. h . • ey were tipped out 
tribute about a human bod ~ ic it seemed impossible to dis­
of the aircrew they b,.,, Y•p~1th eaDch 0ther'a help, and then that 

' -ean. nvate onald B tt f h 
Parachute Infantry,- r0rat Airborn D' . . urge ' o t e 5o6th 
load. e •v19mn, contemplated hie 

~::;i~r 
0

!~!~:n~~bhe~~:~ u;:~ my jump sui~ - this wa an 
reserve parachute Mae W ' . ' gloves_, main parachute. 
trench knife jum; k 'f heat,. nfle, ·45 automatic pistol, 
'd b I ' me, untang knife. machete one cart-

n ge e t, two bandolien t f . ' 
totalling ~6 d f ' wo can, o machme gun ammo 

. vi roun so ·30 ammo, 66 rounds of. . 
~:C~~•:~ ';i~;.capable of blo":ing off the track !5::::•r::~ 

, one entrenchang tool with two blut" 
taped ~n the outside of the ateel part, three first-aid tJ cape 
morphane needles one L I ' two 
da s• ' . gu mu&. a canteen of water, three 

y supply of K rations, two days' aupply of D f . 
fragmentation grenades one G n ions, sax 

•. and one red k ' ammon grenade, one onnge 
'--raincoat, on:~:a::;e:,a~~ne o~an':t panel, one blanket, one 
cigarettes.• an un erwear • two cartons of 

Burgett's multiplicity of k •• fl , 
thirstiness but an anxiety• n~~:;.e ;ct:~ not a . particular bl«_>od­
about ease of escape after land' f \ . Amencan parachutists. 
unlike the Brit' h mg rom 19 parachute harness which 

I •• pattern, wu secured not onl b . • 
~e ease catch but by five buckles. "lthou h . y y a s~ngle quick 
~n practice they all to often defeated thumts ::~~~ry eu~~-~pened, 
•mesa served not merel to au . mgen. UCQIUH the 

secure th y pport the man 10 descent but also to 
e enormous load of kit cloee t h. bod 

strained iron-hard about him d h d o •• . y • wu therefore 
dragged when ,ae touched ' an a to be cut if he was not to be 
evening that he actually gro;;d, Burgett wu IO heavily loaded thia 

cou n_ot accoutre himself, even by the 




