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(Noonan)
May 21, 1984
1:30 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: POINTE DU HOC
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1984

We are here to mark that day in history when the allied
armies joined in battle to reclaim this continent to liberty.

For 4 long years, much of Europe had been under a terrible
shadow, Free nations had fallen, Jews cried out in the camps,
millions cried out for liberation from the conquerors. Europe
was enslaved, and the world waited for its rescue. Here the
rescue began. Here the West stood, and fought against tyranny in
a giant undertaking unparalleled in human history.

The Allied effort was the result of enormous cooperation,
enormous coordination, and enormous courage. The men of this
invasion fought on the land, on the sea, and in the air. And
they fought on these cliffs.

As we stand here today, the air is soft and full of
sunlight, and if we pause and listen we will hear the snap of the
flags and the click of cameras and the gentle murmur of people
come to visit a place of great sanctity and meaning.

But 40 years ago today -- 40 years ago as I speak -- the air
was dense with smoke and the cries of men, the air was filled
with the crack of rifle fire and the boom of cannons. Before
dawn on the morning of the 6th of June, 1944, 200 American
Rangers jumped off the British landing craft, stormed onto the
beach, and ran to the bottom of these cliffs. Their mission that
day was one of the most difficult and daring of the %nvasion: to
climb these sheer and desolate cliffs and take out the enemy

guns. For here were concentrated the mightiest of those guns,
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which would be trained on the beaches to stop the Allied advance.
Removing the guns was pivotal to the Normandy Invasion, which
itself was pivotal to the reclaiming of Europe and the end of the
war.

The Rangers looked up and saw the big guns -- and they saw
the enemy soldiers at the edge of the cliffs shooting down at
them and throwing grenades and filling the air with machine gun
fire. And the American Rangers began to climb. They shot their
rope ladders into the face of these cliffs and they pulled
themselves up. And when one Ranger would fall another would take
his place, and when one rope was cut and a Ranger would hurtle to
the bottom, he would f£ind another rope and begin his climb again.
They climbed and shot back and held their footing, and in time
the enemy guns were quieted, in time the Rangers held the cliffs,
in time the enemy pulled back and one by one the Rangers pulled
themselves over the top -- and in seizing the firm land at the
top of these cliffs they seized back the continent of Europe.

Forty years ago, as I speak they were fighting to hold these
cliffs. They had radioed back and asked for reinforcements and
they were told: There aren't any. But they did not give up. It
was not in them to give up. They would not be turned back; they
held the cliffs.

Words are hollow next to such deeds, and the valor of these
men is impossible to describe. But we know that 200 came here,
and by the end of two days of fighting only 90 could still bear
arms.

We have here today some of the survivors of the battle of

Point du Hoc, some of the Rangers who took these cliffs. I think
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I know what they are thinking as they hear themselves praised.
They are thinking: "Oh, I was just part of what happened, just a
part of a bigger thing . . . and everyone was brave that day."

Everyone was. The heroism of the men of D-Day was
boundless, but there was another quality to it, not only of size
but of spirit. There was a style that reflected the special
honor of each country.

Do you remember Bill Millin of Scotland? The day of the
invasion, British troops were pinned down near a bridge outside
Caen. They were trying to hold their position under enemy fire,
and they were crouched against the cold gray ground waiting
desperately for reinforcements -- when suddenly, they heard the
sound of bagpipes wafting through the air, amorphous as a dream.
Some of them thought it was. But the sound of the bagpipes came
closer and louder, and they looked up to see Bill Millin of the
51st Scottish Highlanders marching at the head of the
reinforcements, ignoring the smack of the bullets into the sand
around him. Lord Lovat was with him -- Lord Lovat of England,
marching along with his commandos and, equally unconcerned at the
enemy fire. When he got to the bridge Lord Lovat calmly
announced, "Sorry I'm a few minutes late." As if he'd been
delayed by bad weather or a traffic jam. When in truth he'd been
delayed by the bloody fighting on Sword Beach, which he and his
men had just taken.

There was the young Frenchman, Michel de Vallavielle, who
had been confined by the Germans in his home near Utah Beach.
When the Invasion began he defied the enemy patrols, broke the

curfew, and ran from his house to the beach to tell the Allied




Page 4

troops where the German guns were hidden. He did not know it was
D-Day -- he had no reason to think the invaders would be
successful -- but like so many Frenchmen he had to help, and he
did; and later that day he was shot when a paratrooper mistook
him for one of the enemy, and it took him a year in Allied
hospitals to recover.

There was the doggedness of Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin
Vandervoort of the All America Screaming EAgles, who broke his
leg when he parachuted on to French soil. So he commandered a
small farm cart and ordered his men to wheel him on to the
battlefield. There was the grace of General XKermit Roosevelt,
who walked with his men on Omaha Beach, and took the same risks
as they. His calmness under fire rallied the troops. He died
and was buried during the push for Paris. To this day, his men
say he epitomized the phrase "an officer and a gentleman."

There was the impossible valor of the Poles, who threw
themselves between the enemy and the rest of Europe as the
Invasion took hold. And the unsurpassed courage of the
Canadians, the only troops who knew exactly what they would face
when they hit the beaches. The year before, their countrymen had
been slaughtered at Dieppe. They knew what awaited them here,
but they would not be deterred, and they hit Juno Beach and held
it and would not let go.

There was the honor of the German soldiers. By the summer
of 1944, some of them had lost faith in their rulers; but they
kept faith with their people and they kept the faith of the

corps. Many fought as great men fight, and, in the military
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tradition that honors gallantry for itself alone, some of them
were buried with the Allied dead.

All of these men were part of a rollcall of honor, with
names that speak of a pride as bright as the colors they wore:
the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, the Manitoba Grenadiers, Poland's
24th Lancers, the Royal Scots Fusiliers, the Yeomen of England's
armoured divisions, the forces of Free France, the Regiment
de Chars de Combat, the 10l1st Airborne. These names are written
forever on this sand and on this wind, for truly these are men
who "in their lives fought for life . . . and left the vivid air
signed with their honor."

What inspired the men of the armies that met here? What
impelled them to put all thought of self-preservation behind, and
put themselves in harm's way not for their own sake but for
others? What was it that made them overcome fear and become
champions of liberty?

It was faith and belief; it was loyalty and love. It was
faith that what they were doing was right, faith that they fought
for all humanity, faith that a just God would grant them mercy on
this beachhead -~ or the next. It was the deep knowledge (and
pray God we have not lost it) that there is a profound moral
difference between the use of force for liberation and the use of
force for conquest. They were here to liberate, not to conquer,
and so they did not doubt their cause. And they were right not
to doubt.

They knew that some things are worth dying for -- that one's
country is worth dying for and that democracy is worth dying for,

because it is the most deeply honorable form of Government ever
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devised by man. They loved liberty and they were happy to fight
against tyranny. And they knew the people of their countries
were behind them and supporting them. The British soldiers knew
this when they pushed off from England on the night of June 5th.
The Invasion was still a secret and there were to be no big
goodbyes for the townspeople who saw them off . . . but as the
soldiers departed they could see the people crying as they said
farewell. The American soldiers knew in their hearts, though
they could not know in fact, that when word of the Invasion
spread throughout America, people filled the churches at 4 a.m.,
and families dressed in their nightclothes knelt and prayed on
their porches, and in Philadelphia they did what they do to mark
the most momentous occasions of our national life: They rang the
Liberty Bell. Bells rang out all across America that night.

And there was another element that helped the men of D-Day.
It was the rockhard belief that Providence would have a great
hand in the events that would unfold here; that God was an ally
in this great cause. And, so, the night before the ;nvasion,
when Colonel Wolverton asked his parachute troops to kneel with
him in prayer he told them: Do not bow your heads but look up so
you can see God and ask His blessing in what we are about to do.
And in another part of England General Mathew Ridgeway that same
night lay on his cot and talked to his God and listened for the
words spoken to Joshua: I will not fail thee nor forget thee.

These are the things that impelled them; these are the
things that informed the unity of the West. And with that unity

the West could not be stopped.
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Within a few weeks of the Invasion the forces of Free France
swept into Paris, and the people of that great city filled the
streets with roar after roar of "Vive la France, Vive la division
LeClerc." Paris was free again; soon France would be free again,
and Europe would be free.

When the war was over the nations that emerged from the
ashes were faced with the challenge of making a new beginning.
There were lives to be rebuilt and communities to be
reconstructed. There were govérnments to be returned to the
people and nations to be reborn. Above all, there was a new
peace to be assured. These were huge and daunting tasks. But
the Allies who fought in the Normandy Invasion drew new strength
from the faith and belief and loyalty and love of those who fell
here. And they rebuilt a new Europe together.

Their first accomplishment was a great reconciliation, not
only of those who fought on opposite sides in the war . . . but
of those nations which had been torn for centuries by rivalries
of territory and religion and power. Finally, with the end of
World War II, the rivalries which had bedevilled Western Europe
for centuries were interred.

After that great and historic accomplishment, the Allies
together rebuilt the rubble of Europe. This effort required the
same cooperation, coordination, and courage that the Normandy
Invasion required. Inspired by the virtues of the men who fought
the war, the United States created the Marshall Plan -- by which
we rebuilt our allies and our former enemies. The Marshall Plan

led to the Atlantic Alliance -- a great alliance that functions
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as a shield for democracy and a shield for prosperity, a great
alliance that acknowledges that Europe's destiny is our destiny.

In spite of our great efforts and our great successes, not
all of what followed the end of the war was happy, or planned.
The destruction of the war left Europe weakened in the face of
Soviet communism. Some of the countries that had been liberated
were lost. The great sadness of that fact echoes down to our own
time and can be seen in the streets of Poland and Czechoslovakia
and Hungary. We saw threatening Soviet action in Berlin -- and
we realized that the Soviet troops that occupied the center of
this continent would not leave after the end of the war that
called them here. They are there to this day, almost 40 years
after the war ended.

Because of this, Allied forces still stand on this
continent. But our armies are here only to protect and defend
democracy =-- and never to take land that is not ours. The only
land we hold is the graveyards where our heroes rest.

We in America have learned the bitter lessons of two world
wars: that it is better to be here and ready to preserve and
protect the peace, than to take blind shelter in our homes across
the sea and rush to respond once freedom is threatened. We have
learned, in spite of our long and enduring desire for peace, that
isolationism never was and never can be an acceptable response to
tyrannical governments with expansionist intent. We have learned
that isolationism does not avert war. It encourages it.

We live in difficult times. It would be a wonderful thing
if today, 40 years after the Normandy Invasion, we could say that

tyranny was forever defeated on these shores. But history did
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not grant us the right to make that claim. There are those who
say that the West is the great destabilizing force in the world
today, that America is the reason we have not achieved peace,
that America is the warmonger and America is the problem.

I tell you truly that this is not so. It never was and it
never will be. All that we do to build our defenses and to
negotiate the control of arms is part of an effort to prepare for
peace.

In truth there is no reconciliation we would welcome more
than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so that together we
can lessen the chance of conflict, now and forever.

I tell you from my heart that we in the United States do not
want war. I tell you from my heart that we want to wipe from the
face of the Earth the terrible weapons man now has in his hands.
I tell you we are ready to seize that beachhead -- but there must
be some sign from the Soviet Union that they are willing to move
forward, that they share our desire and love for peace, that they
will give up the ways of congquest., There must be a changing
there that will allow us to turn our hope into action.

We will pray on forever that some day that changing will
come. But for now -- and particularly today -~- it is good and
fitting for us to renew our commitment to each other and to our
alliance.

We are bound still by what bound us 40 years ago, bound by
the same loyalties and traditions and beliefs. We are bound by
reality: The strength and freedom of America's allies is still
vital to the future of the United States. And the American

security guarantee remains indispensible to the continued freedom
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and independence of Europe's democracies. We know, as we did
40 years ago, that our future is your future, and our hopes are
your hopes.

Together, on this day 40 years after the Allies seized back
a continent to liberty, let us make a vow to our dead. Let us
show them by our actions that we understand what they died for
and we honor those ideals no less than they. Let us say to them
through our actions the words for which Mathew Ridgeway listened:
I will not fail thee nor forget thee.

Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their valor and
borne by their memory, let us continue together to represent the
ideals for which they lived and died.

Thank you all very much.
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S
crvivors'Remember

D-Day a
Legacy of

Gratitude /a’

LA Tumes P.
By STANLEY MEISLER,
Times Staff Writer - .

OMAHA BEACH. France—On
June 6, 1944, Clark Houghton. a
21-year-ald ensign from lowa,

spent barely 15 minutes on Omaha
Beach while 200 soldiers from the
29th Infantry Division scurried from
bis landing craft in a grnm rush for
the German-held bluffs ahead.

Judging by the casualty rate on the -

beach at that moment, 170 of those
men were probably m.her killed or
wounded.
- Those 15 minutes on D-Day 40
years ago seared Houghton's mem-
ory for life. Houghton, now the
61-.year-old president of the First
National Bank of lowa City, has
returned six tumes to Omabha Beach
and the other mvaxiou beaches of
Normandy. * -

Speaking scmy. nlmon shyly, on
a recent visit to the Normandy
Amencan Cemetery, where 9,388

Amencan servicemen and service- *

women are buried on the high land
overiooking Omaha Beach, Hough-
won sdid that he and his wife came
back for the first time in 1973. When
they stood where his boat had
landed, in the Dog Red sector of
Owmaha Beach, Houghton said,
“tears came ta my eyes and my
wife's-eyes. It was ngn.-al emotion;

. n,vas ove.rpowenng .

A Klni of Ritnal

- The visits have beeume 2 kind ol
ritual. "

“Thia sounds like a Kid.” he said.
1 go to the beach and look up to the
hills to see what it looked like to the
Amernicans. Then, I go up to the hills-
and look down to see what it looked
itke to the Germana.” -

He usually brings members of his

. This year, his daughter and

son-in-law joined Houghton and his
wife. o

“I don't want the to think that I
was a2 bero,” he said. “But [ want
them L0 know that Amerncans gave
their lives here for a cause, and we
never quesdoned that cause.” <

This year will be the 40th anni-

. verwary of D-Day, the largest land-

g of troopd from the sea in the
history of warfare. The masmve
Allied assault broke through the
German defenses on the coast af
occupied France and brougbt on,
almost a year later, the defeat of
Adolf Hitler and the end of World
War {1 in Europe.

e Ao, Ll
. —

o it R

!!emorhl Serv‘leu

- T'o commemorate the anniversa-

ry, France, the United States, Brit~
ain and Canada are planmung a series
of memorial services and re-enact-
ments on June §, including a joint
ceremony on Utah Beach. The cere-
mony is expected to be attended by
Presmident Reagan, Queen Elizabeth
I of Bntain, Prime Minister Pierre
Elliott Trudeau of Canada and Pres-
ident Francois Mitterrand of
France More than 40,000 veterans
of the battle, including some of the
defeated Germans, are expected to
take part in some commemoration

. somewhere in Normandy that day. - *

- In some ways,all the fanfare may

‘be superfluous. The American and

other Aliled soidiers who landed in
France on D-Day are so enmeshed
in the history -of Normandy that
their place in French folklore hard.
1y needs to be reinforced by any
ceremonies. Even more impartant,
without the spur of any commemg-

- rative anniversary, American, Brit-
 Please see NORMANDY, Page 8,
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Coutinwed from Page 1
ish and Canadian veterans have been returning in

recent years in increamng numbers to the site of
tertifying moments of their youth, marveling over the

horror, mulling over its meaning.

“We hadn't even thought it was the 40th auniverse-
ry." zaid S. Robert Winer, a 64-year-old lawyer from

Nashua, NH. “We always wanted o come to Norman-
.dy. We just dec:ded that uns was
the time to go.”
» Talking over breakfast at a ho!z.l
in Bayeux, Winer said he was the
eo-pilot of one of the gliders taking -
- troope and equipment inland in the
airborne iandings that came in the
darkness a few hourz before the ~
rjain assauit on the beaches at ..
“dawn. In Normandy for the first
“time since then, he had found the
-farmer’s field where his glider land-
.ed, but he said he felt more emo--
“tional about finding the grave of a
_college classmate in the carefully
“tended, deep-green Normandy -
Americap Cemetery, wrth ity ele-

ENGi AND
Lon :v'

SN -;?_
o

Fant memarialg and awesome vis-
lan -

- “Graves are like dollars,” he said.
"Wben the numbers get too high,
they sometimes lose meaning. You
pee 10,000 graves and you can lose
‘sight of the fact that there are
“young people buried there. [ hope
when Presideat Reagan comes

here, be just doesn’t think of the *°
‘cemétery as a beautiful sight Of -

© Tourse, )tu:bnuuhﬂnghl.bult.hempommlmngb

“that it ls a reminder that this must never happen again *
. There are many Americans like Winer coming back
4or the firm time since the war. Joseph P. Rivers, the
$uperintendent of the US. -operated cemetery, said the
Tiumber of visitors inereases by 5% o 10% every year.
‘He cstimates that 1.5 million came in 1983 and that 2
tnillion will show up before the end of this year.

" Most visitors are French, but a-sizable minority,
pahaps 18%, are American veterans, and Rivers speaks
‘to many of them.

- “Hmdtheveurammmdmdmwurdoaemlt
Rivers said in his office by the cemetery. "I wouldn't call
‘these the twilight years but years of reflection. A lot ¢f
_them contemplate about those who died and ask why
they themnelves were selected to survive.”

. The French view the landings as the major step in the
‘Bberation of France from German occupation As z
‘tesult, there is a special affection for the American
Joldiers who fought there. This hold the American
n-oopn have on the people of Normandy can be feji
qu:ckly in the medieval church of Sainte- Mere-Eglise, 2
“town on the main highway six miles inland from the sea.
"Paratroopers of the 82nd Airborne Division, commanded
by Maj. Gen Matthew B. Ridgway. landed here in e
pre -dawn hours of D-Day.
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s "Thay Have Come Back’ ST e

> The church has a 13th-Century tower and a choir
dection bult in the 14th and 15th centuries, but ita
#tained glass windows are modern. Oue, installed over
the medieval main doqr just after the war, shows the
*Virgin Mary surrounded by paratroopers descending on
‘the town. Another, dopated 15 years ago by veterans of
the 82nd Airborne Division, displays various insignia of
"the paratroopers and proclaims, in both French and
English, “They have come back.” The church sells
‘vigitors & lesflet with “A Paratrooper’s Prayer,”
‘eomposed by Maj. Geord B. Wood, the chaplain of the
t‘an Airborne Division on D-Day.

+ Periers, another town 20 miles bymadto!hesuuth.m
ﬁnked with another American unit, the 90th Infantry
‘Division, which landed on Utah Beach a few days after
‘D-Day and took the town from the Germans eight
‘weeks later. The close relationship is largely a result of
Ihe tenacity of Henri Levauvre, an engineer who was 13
ym old in 1944,

I After the war, the Americans and the mwnspcople
Jost contact, Levauvre, however, wrote letters for four
years during the 12608 0 agencies in Washington in hia
quest to identify the American unit that had liberated
his towrn. Finally discovering that it was the 30th
Infantyy Division. he wrote a letter to Its Asm. of
Feterans, saying, as he put it in a recent interview, “1
wﬂdbehxppymﬂndmechwholmenmdl’mn

“ T “A few weeks later,” Levauvre said, “the first mail

¢ame, and it has never stopped.”
= At his suggestion, two Americdn veterans returned 1o
Periers in 1969, and there has been a procession of
¥isitors from the 90th Infantry Division ever gince. The
finked T and “0O” that make up the 90th’s insiginia—
originally, the division's ranks were filled by men from
Jeoos and Oklahom—adonu the home of Levauvre in
mny forms.

» “Even Lhesmauato!mymndchﬂdxmcandnw
that.. Igvauvre sald. -
% The will be d strated on June 6 this
year when 200 veterans of the 90th Infantry Divinon
and their wives come to Normandy for the anniversary
teremonies and stay at the bomes of 90 families in
Periers. The town of 3,000 will dedicate 2 "Rue de la
mmmon. U.5." and a “Place Jim Clari ™

Clark, who will come fromLamnee.Knn.'athe
ceremonies. {8 regarded as the first American soldier to
set fool in Periers, even though it was by error. A
lieutenant acting as laison officer with the press, he led
four Amencan war correspondents into the town on
July 27, 1944, on the mistaken notion that it had been
captured. j that they were z few bours
premature, the five headed back to the American lines
.?  maburry.

N uumclnmple'.hlnglurl
Nerman town like Periers to feel
close to the Amesicans who liberat-
ed iL T'wo days after D-Day, Amexi-
can bombers struck the German-

i" occupied town, destroying most of it

‘and Xilling 130 ovillany. Asked if
the town had felt anger at thewr

{ lberators for bombing them 30

heavily, Levauvre recired, “We had
po reason to. 1 knew they were

ing as well'

- plg:sacknawledged‘ though, that
he felt some trepidation in 1971
wben 70 veterans of the 30th Infan-
"% try Division visited the town, the
. largest group to return since the

‘\ war. He worried whether some |
¥ townspeople might show hma;-n_,.

about the bombing. ~ .

“Instead,” he said, “1 saw a father
and mother whoae children were
Killed go up to shake the hands of

B LheAmenmnl.
— D- Dnywuhard‘lymanlumvely
—:* American event, While the Ameri-
cans landed 57,500 troops on Omaha
es and dronped 13.600 men inland on
tish and Canadians Landed 75.500 troops

dropped 6,000 men inland. Largely because
termible losses on Omaha beach, bowever. Americans
accounted for two-thurds of the 10,274 killed or wounded

; Inthe first 24 hours. . -
H Awameahammmmswmemmumatm
i gmilar to thoss of the American beachet At the
Please soe NORMANDY, Page §
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' Continued from Page8 et
museum next to ane of the bridges that was seized
« during the night by glider-borne troops of the 6th
, British Airborne Division, a British veteran could not
i keep fram identifying humself o the curator. Tue
! veteran had been a member of the 5lst Seottish
Highland Dinision, which landed on D Du and fought
{ts way to the bridges.
“Ompbwumguardﬂ:mhdguﬁmcmmmt-
| tack,” the veteran said.
He reminisced about the legendary: Bill Millin, who
; played his bagpipes while marching with Lord Lovat
and his British commandos from Sword Beach to lh-
bridges north of Caen. -
“Some thought he was bicody cazy,” the vetera:
said, “dut others told him, ‘Go toit, BUL"
Not only Allied veterans come back to the beschs.
| Standing in front of the huge maps of the landings at the
memoarial on the Normandy American Cemetery, 2
65-year-ald German businessman felt compelied re-
cently to iell some younger visitors from San Joss,
* Calif., that he had been there. He said his name was Kz:i
. Graf and that on June 6, 1944, he was a sergeant with the
352nd Infantry Division sistioned at Asnelles, just
behind Gold Beach where the British landed. He had
returned to the Normandy beaches three times before.
Now, he was leading a group of 30 veterans from his old

. division coming back m Normandy ror the ﬂrstume

since therr defeat.
: “We are returning 10 the scene of the crime,” hesnld

- wﬂh:laugh."nwuaveryroughday 1 could not

believe that 8o many ships existed. They stretched from
ope end of the sky to the other. We had never feit sucha
concentration of firepower before, from the ships, from

the planes. There had never been anythmg hke llOﬂ the-
Eastern Front.

The Norma.ndybeachauﬂerﬂmmnaboﬂd
reminders: the sites, the memorials, the cemeteries, the
plaques, the street signs, the museums, There are 11
. government and private museums and exhibitions, same
u(t.hanmmmemialmeolﬂmmhintmic.butmt
wumnmgpmgmmsauvem -

Pvi. Heath's ‘Stomsch Disorder’ & -~
\AvsnmrcanﬂndoldBarbasol shzvmgmmbam
Red Cross matches, 2 French poster insisting to the
invading troops that only a small number af French
collaborated with the Germans, and a letter, found on »
beach, written by Rep. Samuel A. Weiss of Pennsylva-
- pia to the commanding officer of Company K. 333rd
Infantry, inquiring after the health of Pvt Donaid R
Heath, whose parents believed he bad “a swmach
disorder.”

Anexhxbluonhanmﬂcrvﬂle. near the Dog Red
sector of Omaha Beach, features a letter by Clark
Houghton. the landing craft enugn turned lowa bank
. premdent. The letter was written to his parentsat 8 p.m.
" on D-Day. Amehedlouu:pxcnnulhlmulyoun(
ensign, looking thin andinnocent

‘twasa hornble cmdu.l. the young Houghwn wrote
his parents. eep thinking about these poor
soldiera. We in Lhe unphibious forces may feel hell for ¢
‘while but bow about those foot saldiers who have to face
1t for God kmows bow long. | became very close with ai)
of them the weeks they, were on here, and as they fe/i
night into the face of the enemy. tears came to my eyea

“They are the real heroes of this war, the buck
privates, the John Jones of Red Oak What they
wouldn‘t have given to come off the beach with ua. but
they had no aiternauve. There was only one war fi1
them.” .

Talking about the letter 40 years later and walkrr

‘near e graves of the cemelery over Omaha Besc)
Houghton said, ‘“The letter sounds very sentiruev.is!
DOW, but it gives you an idea of bow [ honestly. feit.”
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TO: DICK DARMEAN

FROM: Michael A. McManus, Jr.
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to Deputy Chief of Staff

3 Information
] Action
] Let's Discuss




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON -

May 16, 1984 . x/ "
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MEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEIL K. DEAVER
FROM: MICHAEL A. McMANUS, Jr. - ’
SUBJECT: The President's Remarks in Normandy

I would like to suggest that there may be a way

to incorporate the attached remarks in the
President's remarks for the D-Day Anniversary
event. They certainly help to convey the critical
and difficult nature of the operation.
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CREED FOR COMMAND DECISIONS

For all men for all time who must make command decisions
in war or in peace, General Eisenhower set a Spartan standard of
responsibility in the communique below. In his own handwriting, it
was carried in his pocket, to be released in the event the Allied
forces were driven back into the sea on D-Day.

June 6, 1944

a‘;*%ﬁéf" ~
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“Qurlandingsinthe Cherborirg-Havre area have failed 1o gain a satisfactory Joot-
hold and I have withdrown the troops. My decision 1o attock at this time and place
was based upon the best information available. The troops, the air and the Navy
did all that bravery and devotion to duty could do. If any blame or [ault attaches
to the attempt it 5s mine alone.”
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Books of Tge Times.

By Drew Middleton

OVERLORD. D-Day and the Battle for -
Normandy. By Max Hastings. 363

pages. Simon & Schuster. $17.95,

1y

battles as

idolators of Eisenhower. .

Max Hastings, ‘who, in company
with Simon Jenkins wrote the best
‘book on Britain’s Falklands cam-

paign, did not set out .to revise the Lk
West’s view of the events of June and + iy

" July 1944, He does not write at the top i %

What he has done is to -

record in sober, balanced fashion the -
record of these months, and such is

of his voice.

the impact of his record that few in.

terested in the subject will ever see it -

again in the complacency * that

marked the postwar works of gener- .
als and historians, official and other- "

wise.

O P

for Normandy was that whenever -*
met Germans on any- |

Allied troops
thing like equal terms, the Germans

nearly always prevailed.” And, he PR
in Normandy *

continues, “The Allies
faced the finest fighting army of the

war, one of the greatest the world has

ever seen.’’ .

This will be unpalatable for those
thousands of Allied veterans descend. .

ing on Normandy for the 40th anniver-
sary of the landings. It will be even
more unpalatable, as Mr. Hastings

| concedes, for all those combatants or
otherwise who saw the German Army

as the representative of ‘‘one of the
most obnoxious regimes of all time.”’
It is difficult to fault Mr. Hastings

.on his facts; the book is thoroughly

researched. Nevertheless, he should,
I believe, have given more credit to
the role played by the unchallenged
Allied navies in supporting the land-
ings. Nor is sufficient credit given to
the Americans who took St.-Ld ‘and
thereby prepared the way for the suc-

| cess of the Cobra offensive, which al-

lowed the American First Army to

‘ break out of its Normandy beachhead

and Patton todash into Brittar+.

A VERLORD” will shock. It
will shock those who re- -
gard the invasion of Nor-
mandy and the subsequent

triumphs of American, - -
British and Canadian military hero-
ism. It will shock those who see air
superiority as the key to all victories. °
It will shock the patrons of Patton, -
the admirers of Montgomery and the

. ’ e . v o
“It has been the centra] theme of
this book,” the author writes, ““that .
the inescapable reality of the battle

reet L

Max

aen

—_— Ly

Ty

T TR
Hastireg NP ; thelast army of the Empire. =
AE i 8 ¥ T P e The German weapons, despite their

| American landings on Omaha Beach _:.

I . numerical inferiority, were superior,
- - ey T 5 éspecially the t:inks, and the German
PR ,,,. o [k S ’*,: : tactics “master y-n ) o 9
pesican e o i o B - The Allies began the campaign with

air superiority, and since then it has

for example, are excellent. Recoilec- e Tl A .
tions of the soldiers invgived across ", = been military wisdom that this ;{as
the five beaches are well chosen and -+ * decisive in the eventual victory. li:é 4
donot interfere with the reportsof the . -Hastings does not think so. The Allied |

tactical and strategic development of s . air forces, he concedes, smashed Ger- |
thecampaign. . . > -

were .the most significant military
operations by the Western Allies in
World War Ii. A great deal of self-
congratulatory ink has been spilled

by the participants in extolling their ¢

virtues. Mr. Hastings puts it all in

perspective. . . Lpr L
The prodigies of the American mili- .

tary-industrial machine . piled up

~ thousands upon thousands of aircraft

and tanks. It fed and equipped the in-

- fantry on a scale never before seen in 1

warfare. It provided the utmost in
communications. The same, to a
lesser degree, applied to the British,
whose Second Army in the Caen fight-

" ing had an enormous superiority in

tanks. But Allied
and bloody. .
~ What went wrong? Mr. Hastings
criticizes all the armies involved.
Few American infaniry units arrived
atthe front “‘with a grasp of basic tac-
tics — a failure for which many men
paid with their lives.’”” Those British
divisions expected to be the most for-
midable in battle, the Seventh Ar-
mored and the 51st Highland, did not
measure up to their performances in
North Africa and Sicily. The British

progress was slow

‘were sensitive to casualities; this was

——

o2 e s=c man air power over Germany and
D-Day and the Battie of Normandy —

* . the SS and other armored divisions

_- Coutances.

:prevented the Germans from assem-
'bling sufficient forces for a decisive ]
KA . Rt

‘There is a refreshing absence of

high-pitched criticism of Allied

generalship, although the author does

- put some of the extravagant feats of
the time in perspective. . -

e,

He criticizes Montgomery, as other

.writers have done, for claiming too

much too soon, and for his postwar as-

sertion that the battle had ‘“gone ac-

cording to plan.” But due credit is,

given to the British for pinning down

., while the Americans dealt their deci-
' sive blow from St.-Ld through

The victory went to the Allies, the
military glory to the Germans. There
is a minatory sentence toward the e_nd
of the book that may be read with
profit by NATO military men: )
¢  *“For an example to foll?lvlr)e in a fu-
. ture European battle, it wi neces-

sary to look to the German Army;
- and to the extraordinary defense that
} its men conducted in Europe in the
* face of ail the odds against them and

‘in spite of their own demented
Fihrer.”

‘
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The Pacific & Atlantic Cam paign Co.

By STEVEN R. WEISMAN
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 20 — With
barely enough, time to recover from
jet lag after his trip to China, Presi-
dent Reagan is preparing for a trip to
Europe that White House officials
hope will be one of their greatest dis-
plays yet of pageantry,.sentiment and
statesmanship overseas.

If there is any problem confronting
Mr. Reagan and his aides, in fact, it is
to convince the public that the 10-day
trip, beginning June 1, will accom-
plish something of substance.

The White House is certain to serve
up a dazzling array of backdrops as
the President visits his ancestral
home in Ireland, celebrates the 40th
anniversary of D-Day at the beaches
of Normandy and hobnobs with Queen
Elizabeth 11 and Prince Philip at
Buckingham Palace.

A highlight for Mr. Reagan, no
doubt, will occur in Ballyporeen, a lit-
tle Irish village in the hills of County
Tipperary, where a leatherbound
registry records the baptism of Mi-
chael Regan, Mr. Reagan’s great-
grandfather, on Sept. 3, 1829.

‘Small Potatoes’

In Gaelic, the name of the village
means ‘“small potatoes.” Potatoes
are, of course, the stapie that dried up
a few years later and led to the Irish
emigration of which the President’s
ancestors were a part. )

“Small potatoes, great personal-
ity,” an Irish official observed re-

-cently. It was a light-hearted refer-

ence to Mr. Reagan’s reputation and
to the excitement generated by his
forthcoming visit in a country that
has seen more than one President pay
homage to real or imagined Irish
roots. At the same time, sizable
demonstrations are expected in Ire-
land, focusing on Administration poli-
cies, particularly in Central America.

The actual reason for the Presi-
dent’s irip comes June 7 to 9 in Lon-
don, when the leaders of the seven

.major industrial democracies gather

for their 10th annual conference on
world economic conditions.

The sharp differences on deficits,
interest rates, Soviet trade, protec-

————

N\

=
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tionism, currency exchange rates and
other items that marked the confer-
ences of the last few years pose less of
a threat this year to the prospects of
sumimit harmony, Administration ex-
perts said. In part, the disputes have
subsided because the Administration
is taking a less militant attitude 1q
pressing its own position and the con-
ferees have come round, in-part, to
the American view. .

Some ‘Bashing’ Is Expected

In years past, for example, the
White House spent much time before

the conference anxiously getting out -

word of Mr. Reagan’s positions'on
economic issues. The aim was for the
Administration to be able to say that
it had achieved a trinmph at the con-
ference itself. !

No such talk is apparent this year.
One White House aide predicted that
there would be some ‘‘bashing’’ of
Mr. Reagan because of the persis-
tently high Federal deficit and the
feeling among European allies that it
has led to recent spurts in interest
rates. But he said Mr. Reagan could
easily hold his own on the subject.

The economic summmit conferences
are beginning to be old hat to Mr.
Reagan, who has found that he can
easily press abroad some of the same
points he makes at home about his be-
lief in free markets. .
. His amiable manner was what
helped him through sharp criticism
at conferences in Ottawa, Versailles
and Williamsburg, Va. Participating
with Mr. Reagan in the conference
will be the leaders of Britain, Canada,
France, Italy, Japan and West -Ger-
many and the President of the Euro-
pean Economic Community.

In the Political Arena

The unpredictable aspects of the
conference are said to lie in the politi-
cal arena.

There is, for instance, a possibility
that Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher, the conference host, might
press for a statement on terrorism. In
addition, a top Administration official
said the crisis in the Persian Gulf
arising from new conflicts between
Iran and Iraq couid force its way to
the top of the agenda. The conferees
might also use the occasion to makea

-

- ’ Drawings by Redinger

renewed appeal to the'Soviet Union to
return to the arms talks..

At the White House, some officials
are preparing for these possibilities.
But most have visions of spectacular,
politically priceless television cover-
age of Mr. Reagan in Europe that will
run while the Democrats continue to
slash at one another for their party’s

_Presidential nomination.

As ever, film crews from the Re-
publican National Committee will fol-
low Mr. Reagan around for advertise-
ments in the President’s re-election
campaign. Many of the ‘events will
also be televised live on morning
news shows in the United States.

Chief among these will be the cele-

ration on June 6 of the 40th-anniver-
sary of the Normandy landingby the
first Allied - troops in E . At
Pointe du Hoc, Army rangers will ve-
enact the assault of sheer 150-foot
cliffs that occurred under a barrag;
of bullets anld shells. -

A Plaque and Flowers

- Mr. Reagan is to bring a plaque
commemorating a newly constructed
memorial at Pointe du Hoc and make
remarks about what a Presidential
aide said was the ‘‘commitment and
sacrifice” the United States contin-
ues to be willing to make for Europe.

At Omaha Beach, Mr. and Mrs.
‘Reagan will place flowers at the
.grave sites of two sons of Theodore
Roosevelt.' Behind them, television
viewers will see a sweeping field of
10,000 crosses marking the graves of
Allied soldiers.

Added to these events will be the
usual state dinners and meetings with
heads of government and another
major address to the Irish Parlia-
ment. The White House is also hoping
to have Mr. Reagan interviewed on
television by students in England.

On his trips to China, Japan and
South Korea in the last six months,
Mr. Reagan said repeatedly that the
United States must look to the Pacific
for its future economic growth. Next
month, he will get a chance to reas-
sure listeners of the American com-
mitment to Europe. White House offi-
cials are confident that Americans
will get the message as well, and

remember who was doing the reas-
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MEMORANDUM

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

i May 24, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT
FROM: ROBERT M, KIMMITT g"'

SUBJECT: Pointe du Hoc Presidential Remarks

Attached at Tab A is your May 24 draft Presidential speech for
Pointe du Hoc with our suggested modifications.

Attachment
Tab A - Speech with recommended changes

cc: Richard Darman



. (Nooﬂan/BE)
‘ , May 24, 1984
' 1:30.p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL AiDDRESS: POINTE DU HOC
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1984

We are here to mark that day in history when the.Allied
armies joined ih battle to reclaim this continenf to liberty.
For 4 long years, much of Europe had been under a terrible
shadow. Free nations had fallen, Jews cried out in-the camps,

Sl

millions{Efied out fé}?liberation. Europe.was enslaved,land‘tif
world waited for its rescue. ﬁere, in Normandy, the[iéscﬁe i
began. Here the West stood, and fought agganst tyranny in a
giant undertaking unparalleled in human history.

We stand on a lonely, windswept point on the northern shore
of France. As I speak, the air is soft and full of sunlight,
But 40 years ago at this moment, the air was dense with smoke and
the cries of men, the air wag;fiiied with the crack of rifle fire
and the.boom of cannons. At dawn on the morqing of the 6th of
June, 1944, 22€J/ grican Rangers jumped off a British landing
craft and[égnéﬁéjthe bottom of these cliffs. Their mission was
one of the most difficult‘and‘daring of the In&asion: to climb
these sheer and desolate cliffs and take out the enemy guns. The
Ailies had been told that the- mightiest of those guns were here,
and they would be trained on the beaches to stoé the Allied
advance.X:%?moving the guns was pivo£a1 to the Normandy Invasion,
which itself was pivotal to the reclaiﬁing of Europe agd the end
of the waer |

" The Rangers looked up and saw the enemy soldiers at the edge

of the cliffs shooting down at them with machine guns and
throwing grenades. And the American Rangers began to climb.

They shot rope ladders over the face of these cliffs and they
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began to pull themselves up. And when one Ranger would fall

~another would take his place, and when one rope was cut a Ranger

would grab another and begin his climb again. They climbed and

shét back and held their footing; and in time the enemy pulled

back; in time the Rangers held the cliffs; and soon, one by one,

the Rangers pulled themselves over the top -- and in seizing the

firm land at the top of these cliffs they begaﬁﬁigﬂséize back thgj oﬂi
continent of Europe.

Forty years ago as I speak they were fighting to hold these
cliffs, They had radioed back and asked for reinforcements.

* They wefe told: There aren't any. But they did not give up. It
was nét in them to give up. They would not be turned back; they
held the cliffs.

Two-hundred twenty—five-Fame hére. After a day of fighting
only 90 could still bear arm§:

I stand here today befofe the survivors of that bétéle.
These are the boys of Pointe du Hoc. These are the men who took
the cliffs. These are the éhampions who helped free a continent;
these are the heroes who-heiped end a war.'

Gentlemen, i look at you, and I think I know what yéuﬁre
thinking. You're thinking, "But we Qere just parf of a bigger
effort, and everyone was brave that day."
| Everyone was. The heroism of all the Allies of D-Day Qas
boundless, but there was another quality to it, not only of size
but of spirit.

Do you remember ﬁill Millin of the 51st Scottish
Highlanders? Forty years ago today; British troops were pinned

down near a bridge outside Caen. They were walting desperately
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for reinforcements, when suddenly they heard the sound of
bagpipes wafting through the air. Some of them thought it was a
aream. But they looked up, and there was Bill Millin.with his
bagpipes, marching at the head of the reinfofceménts, ignoring
the smack of the bullets into the sand around him. Lord Lovat
was with him -- Lord Lovat of England, leading his 6ommandos.
When he got to the bridge Lord Lovat calmly announced, "Sorry I'm
a few minutes late." As if he'd been delafed by bad weather or a
traffic jam. When in truth he'd just come‘}rom the bloody
fighting on Swoid Beach, which he and his men had just taken.
There was the young Frenchman, Michel de Vallavielle, who

had been confined by the Germ;hs in his home. When the Invasion
began he defied the enemy patrols, broke the curfew, and ran to
 the beach to tell the Allied»ﬁrobps where the enemy guns were
hidden. |

- There was Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin Vandervoort of the
All American 82nd Airborne, who broke his leg when he ﬁarachuted
on to French soil. So he‘commaﬁdeered a small farm cart and
ordered his men to wheel him on to the battlefield.

) S‘bﬂ%‘&’b‘k'

* There was thelggpossiblé?valor of the Poles, who threw
themselves betweén the enemy and the rest of Eufope as the
Invasion took hold. And the unsurpaésed courage of tbe
Canadians, the only troops who knew exéctly what they Qould face
when they hit the beaches. KEWO years before, their countrymen
had been slaughtered at Dieppe.| They knew what awaited them
here, but they would not be deterred, and once they hit Juno
Beach they never looked back.

The men of Normandy were part of a roll call of honor, with

“To

ot
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names tﬁa spoke of a pride as bright as the colors they bore:
“the Royal \Winnipeg Rifles, Poland's 24th Lancers, the Royal Scots
Fusiliers, the Yeamen of England's armoured divisions, the forces
of.Free France, the Regiment de Chars de Coﬁbat, the
101lst Airborne. These names are written forever on this sand and
on this wind, for truly these are men who "in their lives fought
for 1life . . . and left the vivid air signed with their honor."

What inspired the men of the armies that met here? What
impelled them to put all thought of self-preservation behind, and

risk their lives,.to, K take these beaches and hold these cliffs?

LTW.__&“%;%:L%,J |
‘ faith and belief; it was loyalty and love. It was

N

faith that what £hey were doing was right, faith that they fought
for all humanity, faith that a jﬁst God would grant them mercy on
this beachhead -- or the next. It was the deep knowledge (and
pray God we have not lost it) thgt there is a profound moral
difference between the use of force for liberation and the use of
force for conéuest. They were here to liberate, not to conquer,
and so they did not doubt their cause. And they were right not
to doubt. :

They knew that some things are worth dying for -—‘that one's
country is worth dying for and that democracy 1is Qortﬁ dying for,
because it is the most deeply honorable form of Government ever
devised by man. They loved liberty and they were happy to fﬁﬁfiw»4«>/
tyranny. And they knew the people of their countries were}g%hind
them.

The Americans whé fought here that morning knew that word of

the Invasion was spreading through the darkness back home. And

they knew in their hearts, though they could not know in fact,
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that in Georgia they were filling the churches at 4 a.m., and in
Kansas they wefe kneeling on their porches and praying, and in
Philadelphia they were ringing the Liberty Bell.

Something else helped the men of D—Day.- It was the rockhard
belief that Providence would have a great hand in thé events that
would unfold here; that God was an ally in this great cause.

And, so, the night before the Invasion, when ColonelIWolverton
asked his paracﬁute troops to.kneel with him in prayer he told
them: Do not bow your heads but look up sé'you can see God and
ask Hié blessiné in what we are about to do. 2And in another part
of England'that night General Mathew Ridgeway tossed on his cot
and talked to his God and listened'fpr the promise made to
Joshua: "I will not fail theg, nor forsake thee."”

These are the things tha;'iﬁpelled them; these are the
thin s\that shaped .the unity of the West. And with that unity
tﬁe E;t;?could not be stopped.

When the war was over there were lives to be rebuilt and
governments to be returned .to tﬂe people -- there were nations to
be reborn and above all, there was a new peace to be assured.
Tﬁese were hﬁge and daunting tasks. But the Allies summoned
strength from the faith and belief and loyalty énd love of those
who fell here. And they rebuilt a néw Europe together.

There was first a great reconciliétion, not only éf those
who had been enemies in the war, but also of those nations which
had been torn for centuries by rivaliii? ?5MEfFritory and
Xfé}igion and| power. - Those rivalriesléie%}on these beaches.

Inspired by the gallantry of the men who fought the war, the

United States created the Marshall Plan to help rebuild our
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allies énd our former enemies. The Marshall Plan led to the
‘Atlantic Alliance -- a great alliance that functions to this day
as a shield for democracy and for prosperity.

| In spitg of our great efforts and our great successes, not
éll of what followed the end of the war was happy, or planned.
Some of the countries that had been liberated were lost. The

Lop LR sy ,
streets ofEPoland, Czechoslovakia and Hungargzg The Soviet troops

great sadness of thi& fact %izges do to our own time in the
MR,
that came to the center of this continent did not leave when
peace came. They are there to this day, ﬁninvited, unwanted, and
: unyielding almost 40 years after the war.
ﬁecause of fhish Allied forces still stand on this
continent. But our armies are'here only to protect and defend
democracy -- and never to.také land that is not -ours. The only
land we hold is the graveyards whefe our heroés rest. ?*W EZ;;ﬁ;;E;&

D-ms WA MM:{&»M A e w%%w(@g Cowas
We in America have learne e bitter lessons of two world

wars: that it is better to be here and ready to preserve and

protect the peace, than to take blind shelter in our homes across
the sea, rushing to respond only after freédom is threatened. We
have learned that isolationism never was and never will be an
acceptable response to tyrannical governments with expansionist
intent. =
But we try always to prepare for peace. That is why we
maintain our defenses and that is why we have tféeﬁ>%ofgggotiate
claven » W o fedice +la hwu Yoo 4
the control of arms.| gpgenent Ol +o p;Quﬁa—%Q.Pdin—Ai:? N
e O Bopte wv ol prende p

In truth there is no reconciliation we would welcome more

than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so that together we

See
Aot
@ =

can lessen the chance of conflict, now and forever.
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Insert: (on page .9)

It is fitting here to remember also the great sacrifices
made by the Russian people during World War II. Their terrible
loss of 20 million lives testifies to all the world the

necessity of avoiding another war.
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I tell you from my heart that we in the United States do not
want war. We want to wipe from the face of the Earth the

terrible weapons man now has in his hands.[ I tell yagl%é are

ready to seize that beachhead -- but there must be some sign from
’ 5 Y& S +
the Soviet Union that |they aré]willing to move forward, thatjthé¥;7
%)
t

share{our desire Epd lové}for peace, thaglipeg]will'give up, the
g A w ¥ Badron/ s B Charge Lo

ways of céﬁ&ﬁgghfﬂﬂfﬁgfé’;ust be a changing there that will]allow

us to turn our hope into action. - |

We E}li]bray Eh foreveglthat some day’Ehat changing will
come. lBut for ﬁow -- and particularly today -- it is good and
fitting fof us to renew our commitment to each other, to our
freedom, and to the alliance that protects it.

We are bound still by what bound us 40 years.ago, bound by
the same loyaltiés, traditions"ahd beliefs. We are bqund by
reality: The strength of America's allies is still vital to the
fﬁture of the United States. And the American security guarantee
is still essential to the continued freedom of Europe's
democracies. The Allies of 40 &ears ago are allies still. Your
destiny is our destiny, and your hopes are our hopes.-

| * Here, in this place where the West stood together, let us
make a vow to our dead. Let us show them by ouf actions that we
understand what they died for; let us say to them through our
actions the words for which Mathew Ridéeway listened: '“I will
not fail thee nor forsake theé." ‘

Strengthened b& their courage, heartened by their valor and
borne by their memory, let us continue to stand for the ideals
for which they lived and died.

Thank you all very much.


















































































































































































































































































































































