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TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MICHAEL K. DEAVER 
Assistant to the President 
Deputy Chief of Staff 

.-i Information 

□ Action 



May 1 B, 1984 

Mr. Michael K. DeEver 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20515 

SID CORNELL 
P. □. Box 9 

San Diego, CA 921 12 
(619) 295-0115 

Subject: □-Day Commemoration, June 5, 1984 

Dear Mr. Deaver: 

I am writing to you at the personal suggestion of some loyal 

San Diego Republicans. Since time is of the essence in this instance, 

the enclosed material could be helpful to the President's message 

on the commemoration of the 40th Anniversary of □-Day on June 

5, 1984. 

The attached letter speaks for itself and all 36 mi Ilion people 

ki I led as a consequence of World War II. It also speaks for all of 

us including future generations, 

Sid Cornell 

Enclosure 



May 18, 1984 

The President 
The White House 
Washington. DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

SID CORNELL 
P. 0, Box 9 

San Diego. CA 92112 
(619) 295-0115 

□-Day '-10th Anniversary June 5. 1984 

Allow me to present a review of events meaningful on this 

occasion, Why are we commemorating it? 

"Lest we forget" -- the lives of 36 million victims of World 

War II and the hope to avoid World War Ill. 

"History gives you a general feeling for the past, 

an awareness of the present, and 

an inspiration for the future." 

Let us look hopefully to our future on this occasion with the 

courage of those who landed on the Normandy beaches June 5, 

1944. 

Founding Chairman 
San Diego Historical Society 
Institute of History 



□-DAY 40TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION JUNE 5. 198'-I 

World War II cost 36 million lives. 

WORLD BLUNDER ff 1 - How did it start! 

August 25. 1939, the Nazis and the Russians signed a mutual 

aid pact. 

September 1. 1939. the Nazis and the Russians invade and 

conquer Poland within a month. 

September 3, 1939, Britain and other al lies declare war on 

Germany and Russia. 

June 22. 1941, the Nazis invade Russia and push them back 

to the gates of MoEcow. 

March 1942, Foreign Minister Molotov flies to Washington 

to plead for help and supplies. 

America responded, under Lend Lease. The al lied merchant 

marine untertook to deliver these supplies. Dur men and ships 

were risked on the run to Murmansk, passing through the Nazi Li-boat 

blockade and the severe cold weather torpedoings. Russia was 

saved! 

The Russians then began to advance west towards Nazi Ger­

many. At the same period, allied troops landed on the Normandy 

beachheads on June 5, 1944 and advanced eastward towards Nazi 

Germany. On May 7, 1945, victory in Europe came about and became 

known as VE Day. 



. ' 

WORLD BLUNDER 12. The Russian people were commemorating 

VE Day 1984. That same day, their government announced that 

they were quitting the 1984 Olympic Games. Why? Let us remember 

the axiom - "Winners never quit. quitters never win." They and 

their satellites by this action lose the opportunity to show the spirit 

of togetherness and competition in the world of sports. 

WORLD BLUNDER 13. The final blunder will obliterate all of 

us and our children forever. Sometime ago, Alfred North Whitehead 

said, "A controversy is not necessarily a disaster, it can be an oppor-

tunity." The world is waiting for the opportunity to resolve this 

controversy with words, not bombs. Let's speak up together, in 

commemoration of □-Day June 5, 1984, for the memory of the 

36 million victims of World War II. Some were my family, my friends, 

and my comrades -- al I were human beings! 

Sid Cornell 

Founding Chairman 
Annual Institute of History 
San Diego Historical Society 

-2-

P. 0. Box 9 
San Diego. CA 92112 
(619) 295-0115 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: POINTE DU HOC 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1984 

(Noonan/BE) 
May 24, 1984 
1:30 p.m.FJ(l-.. 

We are here to mark that day in history when the Allied 

armies joined in battle to reclaim this continent to liberty. 

For 4 long yea~s, much of Europe had been under a terrible 

shadow. Free nations had fallen, Jews cried out in the camps, 

millions cried out for liberation. Europe was enslaved, and the 

world waited for its rescue. Here, in Normandy, the rescue 

began. Here the West stood, and fought again.st tyranny in a 

giant undertaking unparalleled in human history. 

We stand on a lonely, windswept point on the northern shore 

of France. As I speak, the air is soft and full of sunlight. 

But 40 years ago at this moment, the air was dense with smoke and 

the cries of men, the air was filled with the crack of rifle fire 

and the boom of cannons. At dawn on the morning of the 6th of 

June, 1944, 225 American Rangers jumped off a British landing 

craft and ran to the bottom of these c.liffs. Their mission was 

one of the most difficult.and daring of the Invasion: to climb 

• 
these sheer and desolate cliffs and take out the enemy guns. The 

Allies had been told that the--mightiest of those guns were here, 

and they would be trained on the beaches to stop the Allied 

advance. Removing the guns was pivotal to the Normandy Invasion, 

which itself was pivotal to the reclaiming of Europe and the end 

of the war. 

The Rangers looked up and saw the enemy soldiers at the edge 

of the cliffs shooting down at them with machine guns and 

throwing grenades. And the American Rangers began to climb. 

They shot rope ladders over the face of these cliffs and they 
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began to pull themselves up. And when one Ranger would fall 

another would take his place, and when one rope was cut a Ranger 

would grab another and begin his climb again. They climbed and 

shot back and held their footing; and in time the enemy pulled 

back; in, time the Rangers held the cliffs; and soon, one by one, 

t?e Rangers pulled themselves over the top -- and in seizing the 

firm land at the top of these cliffs they began to seize back the 

continent of Europe. 
• 

Forty years ago as I speak they were fighting to hold these 

cliffs. They had radioed back and asked for reinforcements. 

They were told: There aren't any. But they did not give up. It 

was not in them to give up. They would not be turned back; they 

held the cliffs. 

Two-hundred twenty-five came here. After a day of fighting 

only 90 could still bear arms. 
. ,. 

I stand here today before the survivors of that battle. 

These are the boys of Pointe du Hoc. These are the men who took 

the cliffs. These are the champions who helped free a continent; 

these are the heroes who helped end a war. 

•. Gentlemen, I look at you, and I think I know what you're 

thinking. You're thinking, "But we were just part of a bigger 

effort, and everye>ne was brave that day." 

Everyone was. The heroism of all the Allies of D-Day was 

boundless, but there was another quality to it, not only of size 

but of spirit. 

Do you remember Bill Millin of the 51st Scottish 

Highlanders? Forty years ago today, British troops were pinned 

down near a bridge outside Caen. They were waiting desperately 
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for reinforcements, when suddenly they heard the sound of 

bagpipes wafting through the air. Some of them thought it was a 

dream. But they looked up, and there was Bill Millin with his 

bagpipes, marching at the head of the reinforcements, ignoring 

the smack of the bullets into the sand around him. Lord Lovat 

was with him -- Lord Lovat of England, leading his commandos. 

When he got to the bridge Lord Lovat calmly announced, "Sorry I'm 

a few minutes late." As if he'd been delayed by bad weather or a 

traffic jam. When in truth he'd just come from the bloody 

fighting on Sword Beach, which he and his men had just taken. 

There was the young Frenchman, Michel de Vallavielle, who 

had been confined by the Germans in his home. When the Invasion 

began he defied the enemy patrols, broke the curfew, and ran to 

the beach to tell the Allied troops where the enemy guns were 

hidden. 

There was Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin Vandervoort of the 

All American 82nd Airborne, who broke his leg when he parachuted 

on to French soil. So he commandeered a small farm cart and 

• ordered his men to wheel him on to the battlefield. 

There was the impossible valor of the Poles, who threw 

themselves between the enemy and the rest of Europe as the 

Invasion took hold. And the unsurpassed courage of the 

Canadians, the only troops who knew exactly what- they would face 

when they hit the beaches. Two years before, their countrymen 

had been slaughtered at Dieppe. They knew what awaited them 

here, but they would not be deterred, and once they hit Juno 

Beach they never looked back. 

The men-of No:r:mandy were part of a roll call of honor, with 
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names that spoke of a pride as bright as the colors they bore: 

the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, Poland's 24th Lancers, the;Royal Scots 

Fusiliers, the Yeomen of England's armoured divisions, the forces 

of Free France, the Regiment de Chars de Combat, the 

101st Airborne. These names are written forever on this sand and 

o_n this wind, for truly these are men who "in their lives fought 

for life ... and left the vivid air signed with their honor." 

What inspired the men of the armies that met here? What 

impelled them to put all thought of self-preservation behind, and • 

risk their lives to take these beaches and hold these cliffs? 

It was faith and belief; it was loyalty and love. It was 

faith that what they were doing was right, faith that they fought 

for all humanity, faith that a just God would grant them mercy on 

this beachhead -- or the next. It was the deep knowledge (and 

pray God we have not lost it) that there is a profound moral 

difference between the use of force for liberation and the use of 

force for conquest. They were here to liberate, not to conquer, 

and so they did not doubt ·their cause. And they were right not 

to doubt.· 

•. They knew that some things are worth dying for -- that one's 

country is worth dying for and that democracy is worth dying for, 

because it is the .most deeply honorable form of Government ever 

devised by man. They loved liberty and they were happy to fight 

tyranny. And they knew the people of their countries were behind 

them. 

The Americans who fought here that morning knew that word of 

the Invasion was spreading through the darkness back home. And 

they knew in their hearts, though they could not know in fact, 
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that in Georgia they were filling the churches at 4 a.m., and in 

_Kansas they were kneeling on their porches and praying, and in 

Philadelphia they were ringing the Liberty Bell. 

Something else helped the men of D-Day. It was the rockhard 

belief that Prpvidence would have a great hand in the events that 

would unfold here; that God was an ally in this great cause. 

And, so, the night before the Invasion, when Colonel Wolverton 

asked his parachute troops to kneel with him in prayer he told 

them: Do not bow your heads but look up so you can see God and 

ask His blessing in what we are about to do. And in another part 

of England that night General Mathew Ridgeway tossed on his cot 

and talked to his God and listened for the promise made to 

Joshua: "I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee." 

These are the things that impelled them; these are the 

things that shaped:the unity of the West. And with that unity 

the West could not be stopped. 

When the war was over there were .lives to be rebuilt and 

governments to be returned to the people there were nations to 
0 

be reborn and above all, there was a new peace to be assured. 

These were huge and daunting tasks. But the Allies summoned 

strength from the faith and belief and loyalty and love of those 

who fell here. And they rebuilt a new Europe together. 

There was first a great reconciliation, not only of those 

who had been enemies in the war, but also of those nations which 

had been torn for centuries by rivalries of territory and 

religion and power. Those rivalries died on these beaches. 

Inspired by the gallantry of the men who fought the war, the 

United States crea~e~ the Marshall Plan to help rebuild our 
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allies and our_ former enemies. The Marshall Plan led to the 

Atlantic Alliance -- a great alliance that functions.to this day 

as a shield for democracy and for prosperity. 

In spite of our great efforts and our great successes, not 

all of what followed the end of the war was happy, or planned. 

Some of the countries that had been liberated were lost. The 

great sadness of that fact echoes down to our own time in the 

streets of Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary. The Soviet troops 
• 

that came to the center of this continent did not leave when 

peace came. They are there to this day, uninvited, unwanted, and 

unyielding almost 40 years after the war. 

Because of this, Allied forces still stand on this 

continent. But our armies are here only to protect and defend 

democracy -- and never to take land that is not ours. The only 

land we hold is the graveyards where our heroes rest. 

We in America have learned the bitter lessons of two world 

wars: that it is better to be here and ready to preserve and 

protect the peace, than to take blind shelter in our homes across 

the sea, iushing to respond only after freedom is threatened. We 

have learned that isolationism never was and never will be an 

acceptable response to tyrannical governments with expansionist 

intent. 

But we try always to prepare for peace. That is why we 

maintain our defenses and that is why we have tried to negotiate 

the control of arms. 

In truth there ·is no reconciliation we would welcome more 

than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so that together we 

can lessen the chance of conflict, now and forever. 
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I tell you from my heart that we in the United States do not 

want war. ·We want to wipe from the face of the Earth the 

terrible weapons man now has in his hands. I tell. you we are 

ready to seize that beachhead -- but there must be some sign from 

the Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, that they 

share our desire and love for peace, that they will give up the 

ways of conquest. There must be a changing there that will allow 

us to turn our hope into action. 

We will pray on forever that some day that changing will 

come. But for now -- and particularly today -- it is good and 

fitting for us to renew our commitment to each other, to our 

freedom, and to the alliance that protects it. 

We are bound still by what bound ·us 40 years ago, bound by 

the same loyalties, traditions and beliefs. We-are bound by 

reality: The strength of America's allies is still vital to the 

future of the United States. And the American security guarantee 

is still essential to the continued freedom of Europe's 
0 

democracies. The Allies of 40 years ago are allies still. Your 

destiny is our destiny, and your hopes are• our hopes.· 

Here, in this place where the West stood together, let us 

make a vow to our dead. Let us show them by our actions that we 

understand what they died for~ let us say to them through our 

actions the words for which Mathew Ridgeway listened: "I will 

not fail thee nor forsake thee." 

Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their valor and 

borne by their memory, let us continue to stand for the ideals 

for which they lived and died. 

Thank you all very much. 



PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: POINTE DU HOC 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1984 

(Noonan/BE) 
May 23, 1984 
5:00 p.m. 

We are here to mark that day in history when the Allied 

armies joined in battle to reclaim this continent to liberty. 

For 4 long years, much of Europe had been under a terrible 

shadow. Free nations had fallen, Jews cried out in the camps, 

millions cried out for liberation 4 4;.rom-the--ee9qu~ Europe 
+1~~.) 1v-. Nor wo..l/lc\. f) ~ 

was enslaved, and the world waited for its rescue. II?~ the • 
~~ ~ vJ~+ 45r\-oo4.) a.rd .Qo~W: tl-fic:l,V\!.f i"i<O.\l\f"<j tr\. .::t- 5,a.v.t, 

rescue began. Here-en a. lonely windswept pcrint on the W'cs-t--ern 

\)~-takn~ UV\rara.\~~\~J II'\ V')OW\A¥. \...
1

1~f'f-
.£b.9 re o ~r anc,s( . 

u.)42 s.{ON--cl ~ o.. le-riel1 v.i 1v,d-svJept f6\1AA i:;-;'. i ~ nDr-¼er" s.Viot~ 4' Fi·a.Kco. 
~s we==s:t;::an:d:::::ie:r:e ---t-Gda;y-r:=~'i·r .i: ~ se£L and ful.l oF-
~ J:.. sr-ec-1..L ->. ~ o.1r- 1.s s.~ cw c\ _.~ 1,1.,I\ ~.t.. . 

sunlight,. ~:: .. i .. f:-w.e. __ pause-·-a-nd--l~-st-e-n-we-·wrl""i-hl:t,n: .. 7:1re-snap-o-f-t:be 

':-he--et-i--ek:--e-f-c arne·r a:rn-a-t1ru gent le ma 1 mar of• -p~np ll! 

~"4!rU~-'-·· ..s.i-t-a-p-l.a-ce-0-f- -g rea-t~-•Sa-no-t--i--ty,--a-nd---mea-fti-n.g.-
0,..-\- ¼ \ 'S w. 0 w... e. l,\-'r-

40 years ago -today =- :4fL.Y-£6,r.s.:::.age =as [. -speak ~ the air 

was dense with smoke and the cries of men, the air was 

with the crack of rifle fire and the boom of cannons. 

dawn on the morning of the 6th of June, 1944, 200 American 

Rangers jumped off a British landing craft and ran to the bottom 

of these cliffs. Their mission was one of the most difficult and 

daring of the Invasion: to climb these sheer and desolate cliffs 

trained on the beaches to stop the Allied advance. Removing the 

guns was pivotal to the Normandy Invasion, which itself was 
. o,.,,.d, 

pivotal to the reclaiming of Europ~ end of the war. 
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~ ~e ~ange~s looked _u~--~_. .. aw tl:le 1!,ig cas~mcnbs • and L11ey 

~aw~enemy soldiers at the edge of the cliffs shooting down at 
'N~ t'V'~l~ El\Jl"+S 

them/\nd throwing grenadesecW:ld filli~g the air wi~ine gttfl' 

~ir~ And the American Rangers began to climb. They shot~ 

<?V~,/ ~ fo 
rope ladders ~the face of these cliffs and they~pulled a ---

themselves up. And when one Ranger would fall another would take 

his place, and when one rope was cut ~a Ranger.would hurtle ie-o 

Lhs: j :.;;d.;.t-oma. be #19~ ~; another ~nd begin his climb again. 

They climbed and shot back and held their footing; and in time 
r v.. \ \-,.::1 b~« j 

the enemy _guas-w-0-±-e--qu-ie-tedc,- in time the Rangers held the cliffs; 
a.t,--d ~OIOl"I) 

one by one;the Rangers pulled 

themselves over the top -- and in seizing the firm land at the 
~Q.4' -io ~ize. 

top of these cliffs they~~izee;ihack the continent of Europe. 

Forty years ago as I speak they were fighting to hold these 

cliffs. They had radioed back and asked for reinforcements . ..-a--Rd­

t,p.ey were told: There aren't any. But they did not give up. It --
was not in them to give up. They would not be turned back; they 

held the cliffs. 

.aiwo hundr~ame here. 

90 could still bear arms. 

~ ~ 
After I\. day+ of fighting only 

~-I stand here today before d--surv1vors of that battle. 

These are the boys of Pointe du Hoc. These are the men who took 

the cliffs. These are the champions who helped free a continent; 

these are the heroes who helped end a war. 

Gentlemen, I look at you, and I think I know what you're 

thinking. You're thinking, "But we 

effort)Jand everyone was brave 

were just part of a bigger 

''"'°-that day. 1Everyone was. The 
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oJ\ 
heroism of~the Allies of D-Day was boundless, but there was 

another quality to it, not only of size but of spirit. 
'J)o '/ou t~r-'\€~. beA ~\\\ \1-\1\1 tVI ~ ~ '5\ s+ .S~t!Ji \-\\~h \a.~ ? 
!l'here was Bill Millin -of Scot-l-a-nd-.--The-day ef-th.e-!-nvas.io~ 

fer-\ 'f 1 Ai.>,_ S Q.._~ C '1"" frle,.._ y 
~British troops were pinned down near a bridge outside Caen. They 

~ere grpucj1e.d.:.a.g.a.im;~l;d...:.g:i;:ay,=gr~ waiting desperately 

for reinforcements, when suddenly they heard the sound of 
5:oM~ oC_ ~ -t1,i\ 0~ t,J- vf- t):)£4 « d,ea.,... , 

bagpipes wafting through the air~ --iUParpbous as a dream £Grne 0£-

-hlle~ht i L w~ Bu_S 1!-flQ sm,1.aa @:e -t:hose bagpipes eamo -GlosG-r 
,r ~ 4-~ WA4 u:>t¼ !.,ts .b~r~~IZ:) 

-tmd loaaer, ane they looked up)t-o see Bill Millin--Gf tbe 

51st -6-eettisa II:i-g-hla.na~arching at the head of the 

reinforcements, ignoring the smack of the bullets into the sand 

around him. Lord Lovat was with him -- Lord Lovat of Englandj 
te:,..d1~~ ----·---

mai;chi:ng aloa~ ;1it'h: his commandos. oquetJJy nncon~:R-ed-~ 

~~ When he got to the bridge Lord Lovat calmly 

announced, "Sorry I'm a few minutes late." As if he'd been 

delayed by bad weather or a traffic jam. When in truth he'd beeft~___..., 
j vs-\- e.orY)e +rD"1 

A-e-l.ayed by the bloody fighting on Sword Beach, which he and his 

men had just taken. 

There was the young Frenchman, Michel de Vallavielle, who 

had been confined by the Germans in his home,-Hsaz:.,Wtaa Be~ 

When the Invasion began he defied the enemy patrols, broke the 

curfew, and ran £ram his hoo~e to the beach to tell the Allied 

troops where the enemy guns were hidden. 

There was t-hs doggeaneso~ieutenant-Colonel Benjamin 

Vande{o:rt of the ~creaming Eagles, who broke his 

leg when he parachuted on to French soil. So he commandeered a 

small farm cart and ordered his men to wheel him on to the 

battlefield. 
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There was the impossible valor of the Poles, who threw 

themselves between the enemy and the rest of Europe as the 

'Invasion took hold. And the unsurpassed cou~age of the 

Canadians, the only troops who knew exactly what they would face 

-
when they hit the beaches. Two years before, their countrymen 

had been slaughtered at Dieppe. They knew what awaited them 

here, but they would not be deterred, and once they hit Juno 
\ /oo~~ bet~) 

Beac~~=v:; ~:is:✓ + 
--~~ 11 of these fflSR were part of a rol all of honor, with 

~~ ' bof"Q..~ 
names _that~ uf a pride as bright as the colors they ~\~~e~r~ea.:..:-~0~---

the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, th& MaHi-eeba Grenadier~ Poland's 

24th Lancers, the Royal Scots Fusiliers, the Yeomen of England's 

armoured divisions, the forces of Free France, the Regiment 
e-i.r\ d 

de Chars de Combat, the~ Airborne. These names are written 

forever on this sand and on this wind, for truly these are men 

who "in their lives fought for life ... and left the vivid air 

signed with their honor." 

What inspired the men of the armies that met here? What 

impelled them to put all thought of self-preservation behind, and 

risk their lives to take these beaches and hold these cliffs? 

It was faith and belief; it was loyalty and love. It was 

faith that what they were doing was right, faith that they fought 

for all humanity, faith that a just God would grant them mercy on 

this beachhead -- or the next. It was the deep knowledge (and 

that there is a profound/4"ral pray God we have not lost it) 

difference between t~e use of force for liberation and the use of 

force for conquest. They were here to liberate, not to conquer, 
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and so they did not doubt their cause. And they were right not 

to doubt. 

They knew that some things are worth dying for -- that one's 

country is worth dying for and that democracy is worth dying for, 

because it is the most deeply honorable form of Government ever 

devised by man. They loved liberty and they were happy to fight 

~yranny. And they knew the people of their countries 

werb behind them.a~a sa~~ertiag the~ 
,t-k...+- r,,orV\ :~~ 

The Americans who fought here ~he morning-Of the Invasion9-­
--\ ~e I v"\t:<S..ICY\ 

knew that word of wh.t was bapp'inin~as spreading through the 

darkness back home. And they knew in their hearts, though they 
I\ G~o l'B'~ • _ g._--

could not know in fact, tha they were filling the churches~ 
c:::>(' '" ~5 • 

-Seorgtt at 4 ~. m_. , and A they were kneeling on their porches and 

praying ;i•n Kansa~ a~d in Philadelphia they were ringing the 

Liberty Bell. 

A~d~~~ els.e -------as-a-BOt-her-e~emen~ helped the men of D-Day. 

It was the rockhard belief that Providence would have a great 

hand in the events that would unfold here; that God was an ally 

in this great cause. And, so, the night before the Invasion, 

when Colonel Wolverton asked his parachute troops to kneel with 

him in prayer he told them: Do not bow your heads)but look up so 

you can see God and ask His blessing in what we are about to do. 

And in another part of England that night General Mathew Ridgeway 

tossed on his cot and talked to his God and listened for the 

promise made to Joshua: "I will not fail thee)nor forsake thee." 

These are the things that impelled them; these are the 
S'no..f>€d 

things that infG-Eme~the unity of the West. And with that unity 

the West could not be stopped. 
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When the war was over there were lives to be rebuilt and . 
governments to be returned to the people there were nations to 

be reborn and above all, there was a new peace to be assured. 

These were huge and daunting tasks. But the Allies summoned 

strength from the faith and belief and loyalty and love of those 

who fell here. And they rebuilt a new Europe together. 
~~+-

There was~a great reconciliation, not only of those who 
kc\ () e e, V\ e.V\ € w, \ .eA I r"I 0... \s 0 

ffmgh+:::::ftft:;;:O.ppo&.iee s-i-des-~he war J ~ but /\of those nations 

which had been torn for centuries by rivalries of territory and 

religion and pow~r. 1vi0::1,ii~~~~t~~~~:~:~,I~~-
-,. - l• t7 L •.,.• ~ • 

F:ivalz;:ies :WQ:ieh had bed~r-n-Enrope f0-1: centuries were 

inter1~­

Inspired 

United States 

~o..\\o..~~ 
by the 4Pi=ue~of the men who fought the 

created the Marshall Plan -\-o w~~ich we 

war, the 

helped-

rebuild our allies and our former enemies. 

to the Atlantic Alliance -- a great alliance 

shield for democracy and for prosperity. 

The Marshall Plan led 
:-t-o -\t, ~ 4-0..:f _.,,1 

that functio~ a 

In spite of our great efforts and our great successes, not 

all of what followed the end of the war was happy, or planned. 

Some of the countries that had been liberated were lost. The 

great sadness of that fact echoes down to our own time in the 

streets of Poland,Jczechoslovakia and Hungary. The Soviet 
du:!.. 

troops that came to the center of this continent ◄il'e'tll~ not leave 

when peace came. They are there to this day, uninvited, 
a#'d 

unwanted, ~t sti~unyielding almost 40 years after the war. 

~ 
Because of this, Allied forces still stand on this 

continent. But our armies are here only to protect and defend 
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democracy -- and never to take land that is not ours. The only 

land we hold is the graveyards where our heroes rest. 

We in America have learned the bitter lessons of two world 

wars: that it is better to be here and ready to preserve and 

protect the peace, than to take blind shelter in our homes across 

c" - ~ 
the sea, rushing enl-y to respondf\cifter freedom is threatened. We 

have learned,,_--b1 sprte =ef our Jang aRe enduring t'ie □hm fez peacel>­
l.t.) ,~ \ 

that isolationism never was.and never~ be an acceptable 

response to tyrannical governments with expansionist intent. 

But we try always to prepare for peace. That is why we 

maintain our defenses and that is why we have tried to negotiate 

the control of arms. 

In truth there is no reconciliation we would welcome more 

than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so that together we 

can lessen the chance of conflict, now and forever. 

I tell you from my heart that we in the United States do not 

want war. We want to wipe from the face of the Earth the 
\ 

terrible weapons man now ha~ in his hands. I tell you we are 

ready to seize that beachhead -- but there must be some sign from 

the Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, that they 

share our desire and love for peace, that they will give up the 

ways of conquest. There must be a changing there that will allow 

us to turn our hope into action. 

We will pray on forever that some day that changing will 

come. But for now -- and particularly today -- it is good and 

fitting for us to renew our commitment to each other, to our 

freedom, and to the alliance that protects it. 
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We are bound still by what bound us 40 years ago, bound by 

the same loyaltie5;..;(traditions and beliefs. We are bound by 

reality: The strength and freed~of America's allies is still 

vital to the future of the United States. And the American 
)7 'E:r\-\ \l ~-h~ .Pr" 

security guarantee i:emia-s--i-nd±sp'e'Ilsas:re to the continued freedom 
• Cl('" ~ A_\\le4 ot J..\O je(J;fl.. o.c:a o 

.... ng, i~aep.mdence· of Europe Is democracies. -We k.Rou, as WQ aid -.:::.,._ 
a.~ a.It ,eo. stLll, u -
4Q ¥ears a-g.e; tha~our destiny is our destiny, and your hopes 

are our hopes. 
\t~ 
~ this place where the West stood together, let 

us make a vow to our dead. Let us show them by our actions.that 

we understand what they died for; let us say to themJthrough our 

actions the words for which Mathew Ridgeway listened: 

not fail thee n6r forsake thee." 

"I will 

Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their valor and 

borne by their memory, let us continue to stand for the ideals· 

for which they lived and died. 

Thank you all very much. 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: POINTE DU HOC 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1984 

We are here to mark that day in history when the Allied 

armies joined in battle to reclaim this continent to liberty. 

For 4 long years, much of Europe had been under a terrible 

shadow. Free nations had fallen, Jews cried out in the camps, 

millions cried out for liberation from the conquerors. Europe 

was enslaved, and the world waited for its rescue. Here the 

rescue began. Here the West stood, and fought against tyranny in 

a giant undertaking unparalleled in human history. 

The Allied effort was the result of enormous cooperation, 

enormous coordination, and enormous courage. The men of this 

Invasion fought on the land, 6n the sea, and in the air. And 

they fought on these cliffs. 

As we stand here today, the air is soft and full of 

sunlight, and if we pause and listen we will hear the snap of the 

f1ags and the click of cameras and the gentle murmur of people 

come to visit a place of great sanctity and meaning. 

But 40 years ago today -- 40 years ago as I speak the air 

was dense with smoke and the cries of men, the air was filled 

with the crack of-rifle fire and the boom of cannons. Before 

dawn on the morning of the 6th of June, 1944, 200 American 

Rangers jumped off the British landing craft, stormed onto the 

beach, and ran to the bottom of these cliffs. Their mission that 

day was one of the most difficult and daring of the Invasion: to 

climb these sheer and desolate cliffs and take out the enemy 

guns. For here were concentrated the mightiest of those·guns, 
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which would be trained on the beaches to stop the Allied advance . 

. Removing the guns was pivotal to the Normandy Invasion, which 

itself was pivotal to the reclaiming of Europe, the end of the 

war, and the end of the long night of totalitarian conquest. 

The Rangers looked up and saw the big guns -- and they saw 

the enemy soldiers at the edge of the cliffs shooting down at 

them and throwing grenades and filling the air with machine gun 

fire. And the American Rangers began to climb. They shot their 

rope ladders into the face of these cliffs and they pulled 

themselves up. And when one Ranger would fall another would take 

his place, and when one rope was cut and a Ranger would hurtle to 

the bottom, he would find another rope and begin his climb again. 

They climbed and shot back and held their footing; and in time 

the enemy guns were quieted, in time the Rangers held the cliffs, 

in time the enemy pulled back and one by one the Rangers pulled 

themselves over the top -- and in seizing the firm land at the 

top of these cliffs they seized back the continent of Europe . 
• 

Forty years ago as I speak they were fighting to hold these 
0 

cliffs. They had radioed back and asked for reinforcements and 

they were told: '.There aren't any. But they did not give up. It 

was not in them to give up. They would not be turned back; they 

held the cliffs. 

Words are hollow next to such deeds, and the valor of these 

men is impossible to describe. But we know that 200 came here,· 

and by the end of two days of fighting only 90 could still bear 

arms. 

We have here today some of the survivors of the battle of 

Point du Hoc, some.qf the Rangers who took these cliffs. I think 
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I know what they are thinking as they hear themselves praised. 

They are thinking: "Oh, I was just part of what happened, just a 

part of a bigger thing ... and everyone was brave that day." 

Everyone was. The heroism of the men of D-Day was 

boundless, but there was another quality to it, not only of size 

~ut of spirit. There was a style that reflected the special 

honor of each country. 

Do you remember Bill Millin of Scotland? The day of the 
• 

Invasion, British troops were pinned down near a bridge outside 

Caen. They were trying to hold their position under enemy fire, 

and they were crouched against the cold gray ground waiting 

desperately for reinforcements. Suddenly, they heard the sound 

of bagpipes wafting through the air, amorphous as a dre.am. Some 

of them thought it was. But the sound of those bagpipes came 

closer and louder, and they looked up to see Bill Millin of the. 

51st Scottish Highlanders marching at the head of the 

reinforcements, ignoring the smack of the bullets into the sand 

around him. Lord Lovat was with him -- Lord Lovat of England, 

marching along with his commandos, and equally unconcerned at the 

enemy fire. When he got to the bridge Lord Lovat calmly 

announced, "Sorry I'm a few minutes late." As if he'd been 

delayed by bad weather or a traffic jam. When in truth he'd been 

delayed by the bloody fighting on Sword Beach, which he and his 

men had just taken. 

There was the young Frenchman, Michel de Vallavielle, who 

had been confined by the Germans in his home near Utah Beach. 

• When the Invasion began.he defied the enemy patrols, broke the 

curfew, and ran from his house to the beach to tell the Allied 
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troops where the German guns were hidden. He did not know it was 

. D-Day -- he had no reason to think the invaders would be 

successful -- but like so many Frenchmen he had to help, and he 

did; and later that day he was shot when a paratrooper mistook 

him for one of. the enemy, and it took him a year in Allied 

hospitals to recover. 

There was the doggedness of Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin 

Vandervoort of the All America Screaming Eagles, who broke his 

leg when he parachuted on to French soil. So he commandeered a 

small farm cart and ordered his men to wheel him on to the 

battlefield. There was the grace of General Theodore 

Roosevelt Jr., who walked with.his men on Omaha Beach, and took 

the same risks as they. His calmness under fire rallied the 

troops. He died and was buried during the push for Paris. To 

this day, his men ~ay he epitomized the phrase "an officer and a 

gentleman." 

There was the impossible valor of the Poles, who threw . 
themselves between the enemy and the rest of Europe as the .. 
Invasion took hold. And the unsurpassed courage of the 

Canadians, the only troops who knew exactly what they would face 

when they hit the beaches. The year before, their countrymen had 

been slaughtered at Dieppe. They knew what awaited them here, 

but they would not be deterred, and they hit Juno Beach and held 

it and would not let go. 

There was the honor of the German soldiers. By the summer 

of 1944, some of them had lost faith in their rulers; but they 

kept faith with their people and they kept the faith of the 

corps. Many fought .as great men fight, and, in the military 
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tradition that honors gallantry for itself alone, some of them 

were buried with the Allied dead. 

All of these men were part of a rollcall of honor, with 

names that speak of a pride as bright as the colors they wore: 

the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, the Manitoba Grenadiers, Poland's 

44th Lancers, the Royal Scots Fusiliers, the Yeomen of England's 

armoured divisions, the forces of Free France, the Regiment 

de Chars de Combat, the 101st Airborne. These names are written 

forever on this sand and on this wind, for truly these are men 

who "in their lives fought for life ... and left the vivid air 

signed with their honor." 

What inspired the men of the armies that met here? What 

impelled them to put all thought of self-preservation behind, and 

put themselves in harm's way not for their own sake but for 

others? What was it that made them overcome fear and become 

champions of liberty? 

It was faith and belief; it was loyalty and love. It was 

faith that what they were doing was right, faith that they fought 

for all humanity, faith that a just God would grant them mercy on 

this beachhead -- or the next. It was the deep knowledge (and 

pray God we have not lost it) that there is a profound, moral 

difference between the use of force for liberation and the use of 

force for conquest. They were here to liberate, not to conquer, 

and so they did not doubt their cause. And they were right not 

to doubt. 

They knew that some things are worth dying for -- that one's 

country is worth dying for and that democracy is worth dying for, 

because it is the most deeply honorable form of Government ever 
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devised by man. They loved liberty and they were happy to fight 

. against tyranny. And they knew the people of their countries 

were behind them and supporting them. 

The British soldiers knew this when they pushed off from 

England on the. night of June 5th. The Invasion was still a 

secret and there were to be no big goodbyes for the townspeople 

who saw them off. But as the soldiers departed they could see 

the people crying as they said farewell. The American soldiers 

knew in their hearts, though they could not know in fact, that 

when word of the Invasion spread throughout America, people 

filled the churches at 4 a.m., and families dressed in their 

nightclothes knelt and prayed on their porches; and in 

Philadelphia they did what they do to mark the most momentous 

occasions of our national life: They rang the Liberty Bell. 

Bells rang out all· across America tha_t night. 

And there was another element that helped the men of D-Day. 

It was the rockhard belief that Providence would have a great 
• 

hand in the events that wo~ld unfold here; that God was an ally 

in this great cause. And, so, the night before the Invasion, 

when Colonel Wolverton asked his parachute troops to kneel with 

him in prayer he told them: Do not bow your heads but look up so 

you can see God and ask His blessing in what we are about to do. 

And in another part of Engi"and General Mathew Ridgeway that same 

night lay on his cot and talked to his God and listened for the 

words spoken to Joshua: "I will not fail thee nor forsake thee." 

These are the things that impelled them; these are the 

things that informed the unity of the West. And with that unity 

the West could not.be stopped. 
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Within a few weeks of the Invasion the forces of Free France 

swept into Paris, and the people of that great city filled the 

streets with roar.after roar of "Vive la France, Vive la division 

Leclerc." Paris was free again; soon France would be free again, 

and Europe would be free. 

When the war was over the nations that emerged from the 

ashes were faced with the challenge of making a new beginning. 

There were lives to be rebuilt and communities to be 
• 

reconstructed. There were governments to be returned to the 

people and nations to be reborn. Above all, there was a new 

peace to be assured. These were huge and daunting tasks. But 

the Allies who fought in the Normandy Invasion drew new strength 

from the faith and beiief and loyalty and love of those who fell 

here. ·And they rebuilt a new Europe together. 

Their first accomplishment was a great reconciliation, not 

only of those who fought on opposite sides in the war but 

of those nations which had been torn for centuries by rivalries 

of territory and religion and power. Finally, with the end of 

World War II, the rivalries which had bedeviled Western Europe 

for-centuries were interred. 

After that great and historic accomplishment, the Allies 

together rebuilt the rubble of Europe. This effort required the 

same cooperation, coordination, and courage that the Normandy 

Invasion required. Inspired by the virtues of the men who fought 

the war, the United States created the Marshall Plan -- by which 

we · helped rebuild our allies and our former enemies. The 

Marshall Plan led to the Atlantic Alliance -- a great alliance 

that functions as a shield for democracy and for prosperity, a 
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great alliance that acknowledges that Europe's destiny is 

.America's destiny. 

In spite of our great efforts and our great successes, not 

all of what followed the end of the war was happy, or planned. 

The destruction of the war left Europe weakened in the face of 

Soviet communism. Some of the· countries that had been liberated 

were lost. The great sadness of that fact echoes down to our own 

time and can be seen in the streets of Poland and Czechoslovakia 

and Hungary. We saw threatening Soviet action in Berlin -- and 

we realized that the Soviet troops that occupied the center of 

this continent would not leave after the end of the war that 

called them here. They are there to this day, uninvited, 

unwanted, but still unyielding almost 40 years after the war 

ended. 

Because of this, Allied forces still stand on this 

continent. But our armies are here only to protect and defend 

democracy -- and never to take land that is not ours. The only 
• 

land we hold is the gravey~rds like these where our heroes rest. 

we in America have learned the bitter lessons of two world 

wars: that it is better to be here and ready to preserve -and 

protect the peace, than to take blind shelter in our homes across 

the sea, rushing only to respond after freedom is threatened. We 

have learned, in spite of our long and enduring desire for peace, 

that isolationism never was and never can be an acceptable 

response to tyrannical governments with expansionist intent. We 

have learned that isolationism does not avert war. It assures 

it. 
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We live in difficult times. It would be a wonderful thing 

if today, 40 years after the Normandy Invasion, we corild say that 

tyranny was forever defeated on these shores. But history did 

not grant us the right to make that claim. There are those who 

say that the West is the great destabilizing force in the world 

today, that America is the reason we have not achieved peace, 

that America is the warmonger and America is the problem. 

I tell you truly that this is not so. It never was and it 

never will be. All that we do to build our defenses and to 

negotiate the control of arms is part of our effort to be 

prepared for peace. 

In truth there is no reconciliation we would welcome more 

than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so that together we 

can lessen the chance of conflict, now and forever. 

I tell you from my heart that we in the United States do not 

want war. We want to wipe from the face of the Earth the 

terrible weapons man now has in his hands. I tell you we are 

ready to seize that beachhead -- but there must be some sign from 

the Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, that they 

share our desire and love for peace, that they will give up the 

ways of conquest. There must be a changing there that will allow 

us to turn our hope into action. 

We will pray on forever that some day that changing will 

come. But for now -- and particularly today -- it is good and· 

fitting for us to renew our commitment to each other, to our 

freedom, and to the alliance that protects it. 

We are bound still.by what bound us 40 years ago, bound by 

the same loyalties and traditions and beliefs. We are bound by 
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reality: The strength and freedom of America's allies is still 

.vital to the future of the United States. And the American 

security guarantee remains indispensible to the continued freedom 

and independence of Europe's democracies. We know, as we did 

40 years ago, that our future is your future, and our hopes are 

your hopes. 

Together, on this day 40 years after the Allies seized back 

a continent to liberty, let us make a vow to our dead. Let us 

show them by our actions·that we understand what they died for 

and we honor those ideals no less than they. Let us say to them 

through our actions the words for which Mathew Ridgeway listened: 

"I will not fail thee nor forsake thee." 

Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their valor and 

borne by their memory, let us continue together to represent the 

ideals ·for which they lived and died. 

Thank you all very much. 
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We are here to mark that day in history when the Allied 

armies joined in battle to reclaim this continent to liberty. 

For 4 long years, much of Europe had been under a terrible 

shadow. Free nations had fallen, Jews cried out in the camps, 

millions cried out for liberation from the conquerors. Europe 

was enslaved, and the world waited for its rescue. Here the 

rescue began. Here the West stood, and fought against tyranny in 

a giant undertaking unparalleled in human history. 

The Allied effort was the result of enormous cooperation, 

enormous coordination, and enormous courage. The men of this 

Invasion fought on the land, on the sea, and in the air. And 

they fought on these cliffs. 

As we stand here today, the air is soft and full of 

sunlight, and if we pause and listen we will hear the snap of the 

flags and the click of cameras and the gentle murmur of people 

come to visit a place of great sanctity and meaning. 

But 40 years ago today -- 40 years ago as I speak -- the air 

was dense with smoke and the cries of men, the air was filled 

with the crack of rifle fire and the boom of cannons. Before 

dawn on the morning of the 6th of June, 1944, 200 American 

Rangers jumped off the British landing craft, stormed onto the 

beach, and ran to the bottom of these cliffs. Their mission that 

day was one of the most difficult and daring of the Invasion: to 

climb these sheer and desolate cliffs and take out the enemy 

guns. For here were concentrated the mightiest of those guns, 
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which would be trained on the beaches to stop the Allied advance. 

Removing the guns was pivotal to the Normandy Invasion, which 

itself was pivotal to the reclaiming of Europe, the end of the 

war, and the end of the long ~ ight of totalitarian conquest. 

The Rangers looked up and saw the big guns -- and they saw 

the enemy soldiers at the edge of the cliffs shooting down at 

them and throwing grenades and filling the air with machine gun 

fire. And the American Rangers began to climb. They shot their 

rope ladders into the face of these cliffs and they pulled 

themselves up. And when one Ranger would fall another would take 

his place, and when one rope was cut and a Ranger would hurtle to 

the bottom, he would find another rope and begin his climb again. 

They climbed and shot back and held their footing; and in time 

the enemy guns were quieted, in time the Rangers held the cliffs, 

in time the enemy pulled back and one by one the Rangers pulled 

themselves over the top -- and in seizing the firm land at the 

top of these cliffs they seized back the continent of Europe. 

Forty years ago, as I speak they were fighting to hold these 

cliffs. They had radioed back and asked for reinforcements and 

they were told: There aren't any. But they did not give up. It 

was not in them to give up. They would not be turned back; they 

held the cliffs. 

Words are hollow next to such deeds, and the valor of these 

men is impossible to describe. But we know that 200 came here, 

and by the end of two days of fighting only 90 could still bear 

arms. 

We have here today some of the survivors of the battle of 

Point du Hoc, some of the Rangers who took these cliffs. I think 

X 
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I know what they are thinking as they hear themselves praised. 

They are thinking: "Oh, I was just part of what happened, just a 

part of a bigger thing ... and everyone was brave that day." 

Everyone was. The heroism of the men of D-Day was 

boundless, but there was another quality to it, not only of size 

but of spirit. There was a style that reflected the special 

honor of each country. 

Do you remember Bill Millin of Scotland? The day of the 

Invasion, British troops were pinned down near a bridge outside 

Caen. They were trying to hold their position under enemy fire, 

and they were crouched against the cold gray ground waiting 

desperately for reinforcements. Suddenly, they heard the sound 

of bagpipes wafting through the air, amorphous as a dream. Some 

of them thought it was. But the sound of those bagpipes came 

closer and louder, and they looked up to see Bill Millin of the 

51st Scottish Highlanders marching at the head of the 

reinforcements, ignoring the smack of the bullets into the sand 

around him. Lord Lovat was with him -- Lord Lovat of England, 

marching along with his commandos and, equally unconcerned at the 

enemy fire. When he got to the bridge Lord Lovat calmly 

announced, "Sorry I'm a few minutes late." As if he'd been 

delayed by bad weather or a traffic jam. When in truth he'd been 

delayed by the bloody fighting on Sword Beach, which he and his 

men had just taken. 

There was the young Frenchman, Michel de Vallavielle, who 

had been confined by the Germans in his home near Utah Beach. 

When the Invasion began he defied the enemy patrols, broke the 

curfew, and ran from his house to the beach to tell the Allied 
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troops where the German guns were hidden. He did not know it was 

D-Day -- he had no reason to think the invaders would be 

successful -- but like so many Frenchmen he had to help, and he 

did; and later that day he was shot when a paratrooper mistook 

him for one of the enemy, and it took him a year in Allied 

hospitals to recover. 

There was the doggedness of Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin 

Vandervoort of the All America Screaming Eagles, who broke his 

leg when he parachuted on to French soil. So he commandeered a 

small farm cart and ordered his men to wheel him on to the 
T;.£~/l.L. Jll ,I 

battlefield. There was the grace of General Ke r ffl±t- Roosevelt, 

who walked with his men on Omaha Beach, and took the same risks 

as they. His calmness under fire rallied the troops. He died 

and was buried during the push for Paris. To this day, his men 

say he epitomized the phrase "an officer and a gentleman." 

There was the impossible valor of the Poles, who threw 

themselves between the enemy and the rest of Europe as the 

Invasion took hold. And the unsurpassed courage of the 

Canadians, the only troops who knew exactly what they would face 

when they hit the beaches. The year before, their countrymen had 

been slaughtered at Dieppe. They knew what awaited them here, 

but they would not be deterred, and they hit Juno Beach and held 

it and would not let go. 

There was the honor of the German soldiers. By the summer ~ ·• 

of 1944, some of them had lost faith in their rulers; but they 

kept faith with their people and they kept the faith of the 

corps. Many fought as great men fight, and, in the military 
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tradition that honors gallantry for itself alone, some of them 

were buried with the Allied dead. 

All of these men were part of a rollcall of honor, with 

names that speak of a pride as bright as the colors they wore: 

the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, the Manitoba Grenadiers, Poland's 

24th Lancers, the Royal Scots Fusiliers, the Yeomen of England's 

armoured divisions, the forces of Free France, the Regiment 

de Chars de Combat, the 101st Airborne. These names are written 

forever on this sand and on this wind, for truly these are men 

who "in their lives fought for life ... and left the vivid air 

signed with their honor." 

What inspired the men of the armies that met here? What 

impelled them to put all thought of self-preservation behind, and 

put themselves in harm's way not for their own sake but for 

others? What was it that made them overcome fear and become 

champions of liberty? 

It was faith and belief; it was loyalty and love. It was 

faith that what they were doing was right, faith that they fought 

for all humanity, faith that a just God would grant them mercy on 

this beachhead -- or the next. It was the deep knowledge (and 

pray God we have not lost it) that there is a profound, moral 

difference between the use of force for liberation and the use of 

force for conquest. They were here to liberate, not to conquer, 

and so they did not doubt their cause. And they were right not 

to doubt. 

They knew that some things are worth dying for -- that one's 

country is worth dying for and that democracy is worth dying for, 

because it is the most deeply honorable form of,foerrunent ever 
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devised by man. They loved liberty and they were happy to fight 

against tyranny. And they knew the people of their countries 

were behind them and supporting them. 

The British soldiers knew this when they pushed off from 

England on the night of June 5th. The Invasion was still a 

secret and there were to be no big goodbyes for the townspeople 

who saw them off. But as the soldiers departed they could see 

the people crying as they said farewell. The American soldiers 

knew in their hearts, though they could not know in fact, that 

when word of the Invasion spread throughout America, people 

filled the churches at 4 a.m., and families dressed in their 

nightclothes knelt and prayed on their porches; and in 

Philadelphia they did what they do to mark the most momentous 

occasions of our national life: They rang the Liberty Bell. 

Bells rang out all across America that night. 

And there was another element that helped the men of D-Day. 

It was the rockhard belief that Providence would have a great 

hand in the events that would unfold here; that God was an ally 

in this great cause. And, so, the night before the Invasion, 

when Colonel Wolverton asked his parachute troops to kneel with 

him in prayer he told them: Do not bow your heads but look up so 

you can see God and ask His blessing in what we are about to do. 

And in another part of England General Mathew Ridgeway that same 

night lay on his cot and talked to his God and listened for the 

words spoken to Joshua: "I will not fail thee nor forsake thee." 

These are the things that impelled them; these are the 

things that informed the unity of the West. And with that unity 

the West could not be stopped. 
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Within a few weeks of the Invasion the forces of Free France 

swept into Paris, and the people of that great city filled the 

streets with roar after roar of "Vive la France, Vive la division 

LeClerc." Paris was free again; soon France would be free again, 

and Europe would be free. 

When the war was over the nations that emerged from the 

ashes were faced with the challenge of making a new beginning. 

There were lives to be rebuilt and communities to be 

reconstructed. There were governments to be returned to the 

people and nations to be reborn. Above all, there was a new 

peace to be assured. These were huge and daunting tasks. But 

the Allies who fought in the Normandy Invasion drew new strength 

from the faith and belief and loyalty and love of those who fell 

here. And they rebuilt a new Europe together. 

Their first accomplishment was a great reconciliation, not 

only of those who fought on opposite sides in the war but 

of those nations which had been torn for centuries by rivalries 

of territory and religion and power. Finally, with the end of 

World War II, the rivalries which had bedevi1%a Western Europe 

for centuries were interred. 

After that grea\ and historic accomplishment, the Allies 

together rebuiltrCe rubble of Europe. This effort required the 

same cooperation, coordination, and courage that the Normandy 

Invasion required. Inspired by the virtues of the men who fought 

the war, the United States created the Marshall Plan -- by which 

we helped rebuild our allies and our former enemies. The 

Marshall Plan led to the Atlantic Alliance -- a great alliance 

that functions as a shield for democracy and for prosperity, a 
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great alliance that acknowledges that Europe's destiny is 

America's destiny. 
L~J -

/ In-spite o~ our great efforts and our great successes, not 

all of what followed the end of the war was happy, or planned. 

The destruction of the war left Europe weakened in the face of 

Soviet communism. Some of the countries that had been liberated 

were lost. The great sadness of that fact echoes down to our own 

time and can be seen in the streets of Poland and Czechoslovakia 

and Hungary. We saw threatening Soviet action in Berlin -- and 

we realized that the Soviet troops that occupied the center of 

this continent would not leave after the end of the war that 

called them here. They are there to this day, uninvited, 

unwanted, but still unyielding almost 40 years after the war 

ended. 

Because of this, Allied forces still stand on this 

continent. But our armies are here only to protect and defend 

democracy -- and never to take land that is not ours. The only 

land we hold is the graveyards like these where our heroes rest. 

We in America have learned the bitter lessons of two world 

wars: that it is better to be here and ready to preserve and 

protect the peace, than to take blind shelter in our homes across 

the sea, rushing only to respond after freedom is threatened. We 

have learned, in spite of our long and enduring desire for peace, 

that isolationism never was and never can be an acceptable 

response to tyrannical governments with expansionist intent. We 

have learned that isolationism does not avert war. It assures 

it. 
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We live in difficult times. It would be a wonderful thing 

if today, 40 years after the Normandy Invasion, we could say that 

tyranny was forever defeated on these shores. But history did 

not grant us the right to make that claim. There are those who 

say that the West is the great destabilizing force in the world 

today, that America is the reason we have not achieved peace, 

that America is the warmonger and America is the problem. 

I tell you truly that this is not so. It never was and it 

never will be. All that we do to build our defenses and to 

negotiate the control of arms is part of our effort to be 

prepared for peace. 

In truth there is no reconciliation we would welcome more 

than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so that together we 

can lessen the chance of conflict, now and forever. 

I tell you from my heart that we in the United States do not 

want war. We want to wipe from the face of the Earth the 

terrible weapons man now has in his hands. I tell you we are 

ready to seize that beachhead -- but there must be some sign from 

the Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, that they 

share our desire and love for peace, that they will give up the 

ways of conquest. There must be a changing there that will allow 

us to turn our hope into action. 

We will pray on forever that some day that changing will 

come. But for now -- and particularly today -- it is good and 

fitting for us to renew our commitment to each other, to our 

freedom, and to our alliance that protects it. 

We are bound still by what bound us 40 years ago, bound by 

the same loyalties and traditions and beliefs. We are bound by 
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reality: The strength and freedom of America's allies is still 

vital to the future of the United States. And the American 

security guarantee remains indispensible to the continued freedom 

and independence of Europe's democracies. We know, as we did 

40 years ago, that our future is your future, and our hopes are 

your hopes. 

Together, on this day 40 years after the Allies seized back 

a continent to liberty, let us make a vow to our dead. Let us 

show them by our actions that we understand what they died for 

and we honor those ideals no less than they. Let us say to them 

through our actions the words for which Mathew Ridgeway listened: 

"I will not fail thee nor forsake thee." 

Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their valor and 

borne by their memory, let us continue together to represent the 

ideals for which they lived and died. 

Thank you all very much. 





June 4 I Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1982 • 
The two Presidents met briefly at the 

Grand Trianon and then attended a recep­
tion for heads of delegation in the Salon de 
Famille: The President later attended a 
dinner for heads of delegation in the Salon 
de Jardin at the Grand Trianon. 

The transcript was not received by the 
Office of the Federal Register in time for 
inclusion in last week's issue. 

38th Anniversary of the Normandy 
Invasion 

Remarks Commemorating D-Day. 
June 5, 1982 

I bring to France greetings and best 
wishes from the American people. I carry 
their hopes for continued Western unity to 
secure a prosperous and lasting peace, and 
I've come to express our commitment_ to 
policies that will renew economic growth. 

But today touches French and American 
memories in a special way. It brings to 
mind thoughts quite apart from the press­
ing issues being discussed at the economic 
summit in Versailles. On this day, 38 years 
ago, our two peoples were united in an epic 
struggle against tyranny. 

In 1944, as World War II raged, the Allies 
were battling to regain their foothold on 
the continent. The French Resistance 
fought valiantly on, disrupting communica­
tions and sabotaging supply lines. But the 
Nazis held Europe in a stranglehold, and 
Field Marshal Rommel was building his At­
lantic wall along France's coast. 

Late the night of June 5th, as fog en­
shrouded the Normandy coastline, over 
2,000 planes took off from English fields to 
drop soldiers by parachute behind enemy 
lines. By the early hours of June 6th, the 
massive allied armada, 5,000 ships, had 
begun to move across the cold and choppy 
water of the English Channel. D-Day had 
begun. 

The code names-Omaha, Utah, Gold, 
Juno, and Sword-are now indelibly etched 
in history by the blood spilled on that 100-

752 

mile stretch of beach. More than 150,000 
allied troops stormed Normandy that day, 
and by dusk they had established beach-

, heads at each of the five invasion points. 
The toll was high. More than 10,500 of our 
young men were either dead, wounded, or 
missing. 

Today, endless rows of simple white 
crosses mark their seacoast graves. The 
rusty helmets still buried in the sand and 
the ships and tanks still lying off the shore 
are testaments to their sacrifices. 

By the end of World War II, more than 
60,000 Americans had been buried in 
France. Today, we remember them, honor 
them, and pray for them, but we also re­
member what they gave us. 

D-Day was a success, and the Allies had 
breached Hitler's· seawall. They swept into 
Europe, liberating towns and cities and 
countrysides, until the Axis powers were fi­
nally crushed. We remember D-Day be­
cause the French, British, Canadians, and 
Americans fought shoulder-to-shoulder for 
.democracy and freedom-and won. 

During the war, a gallant French leade. 
Charles de Gaulle, inspired his countryme • 
organizing and leading the free Frenc 
forces. He entered Paris in triumph, liberat-
ing that city at the head of a column of 
allied troops, a victory made possible by the 
heroes of Normandy. "Nothing great will 
ever be achieved without great men, and 
men are great only if they're determined to 
be so," de Gaulle said. 
. Ours was a great alliance of free people 
determined to remain so. I believe it still is. 

The invasion of Normandy was the 
second time this century Americans fought 
in France to free it from an aggressor. 
We're pledged to do so again if we must. 

The freedom we enjoy today was secured 
by great men and at great cost. Today, let 
us remember• their courage and pray for 
the guidance and strength to do what we 
must so that no generation is ever asked to 
make so great a sacrifice again. 

Thank you very much. 

Note: The President's remarks were taped on 
May 31 in the Library at the White House 

. for use on French television. 

• 



COMMENTS ON PRESENT-DAY LIVES OF RANGERS 
FROM MRS. LOMELL 

Thomas Ryan - is a policeman in Chicago 

Thomas Rugfero - is a retired fireman - he was the Captain of the· 
Fire Department in Plymouth, Massachusetts 

Dr. Thomas Petrick - was a medical doctor in the 5th Batallion - lives 
in Derby, Vermont 

DR BLOCK - Dr. Block, the docter with D Company, was killed during 
the invasion, but his son, who was 4 years old at his 
death, is now a doctor and will be attending the ceremony 
along with his family (including 2 grandchildren of, the 
first Dr. Block). • 

Jack Kuhn - is a retired policeman. He was the Police Chief of 
Altoona, Pennsylvania. 

Frank South, Phd - is now professor of physiology at the University 
of Delaware. He was a medic under Dr. Block at the time 
of the-invasion and it appears that NBC has arranged for 
him to meet with the young Dr. Block for the first time 
in Normandy. 

Ralph Gorinson - heads a sales company - is a former President of 
the Ranger Batallions Association. 

Mrs Rudder - is the widow of the commander at Point du Hoc. She 
will be attending along with her daughter, Ann, and 
her family (husband and one son). Mr. Rudder served 
as President of Texas A&M and died in that position. 

Bill Geitz - now repairs electrical equipment in Woodbury, New Jersey. 
He is an amputee. 

Harvey Koehning - is an electrical worker on oil wells in Louisiana 

__ John Keating - retired customs officer in Weymouth, Massachusetts 

Ted Lapres - attorney in New Jersey 

Elmer Vermeer - known as "Dutch" is another past president ·of the 
Rangers Association and has been back to Normandy J 
sev~aln t:~es •. lie has, .2~.~-ye.d a~~ ~~,G~v:crn9r in Iowa ~ . , 
<A.A ;(),{A,(L ~~ µ,. !A Ylfii ~LA'\-- l!:!:,J,J,f: U;j P..e,teiJ, i c;h?.AZ {,,.1/-c ~.s ~ctZ..vf LJEA,,(.::_ 

WILLIAM ELROD PETTY - was a Southerner going into the Rangers. For 
many years now he has run a camp for ghetto children in 
the hilly country of New ·York State. He was mentioned 
in THE LONGEST DAY. • •• 



A. LIBERATION 

SUGGESTIONS OF THEMES FOR PRESIDENT'S 

REMARKS AT NORMANDY BEACHES 

We came to Normandy forty years ago to liberate. With our 

allies, who remain today our loyal friends, we landed on these 

beaches, buried our dead and fought our way across Europe. 

American soldiers did not come here to conquer, nor to occupy. 

Nor even to stay. Our mission: was the liberation of Europe -

and then to return home. 

B. UNITY 

1. It was not sheer luck or accident that the joint 

efforts of our allies led us all to victory. Our success ten 

months after this landing was not because of a promissory note 

or a pact of cooperation papers that we signed. The comraderie 

with which we fought, and then later the concerted effort to 

defend the peace was made possible by the wealth of our shared 

values. We were--we are--nations dedicated to democratic 

principles of government. We hold that freedom and the dignity 

of man to be the inalienable right of our citizens. And we 

believe that these principles of democracy and freedom and 

dignity are fundamental to the aspirations of all men. 
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2. The American recognition that defending Western Europe 

is also the'defense of our own country marked a revolutionary 

change in our foreign policy. It irrevocably extended our 

destinities and the borders of our security far beyond our 

natural frontiers. Maintaining an American military force in 

Europe during these last four decades has served to underscore 

the common destiny that the United States shares with Europe. 

3. For Europeans too, the concept of the Atlantic Alliance 

marked revolutionary change. For nearly a thousand years, 

nations battled one another in this part of the world--for 

political or material gain, over religious differences. The 

allied unity demonstrated on these very beaches and transformed 

a few years later into the Atlantic Alliance signaled the burying 

of long-seated emnities. Differences between these nations would 

no longer be fought and re-fought on battlefields. 

4. The importance to us of Europe goes far beyond the 

defense of our mutual security interests. Europeans and 

Americans in these forty years of peaci and prosperity continue 

to share a culture that has enriched us beyond our economic 

prosperity. Ideas cross the Atlantic so quickly these days, 

and in both directions that it is difficult to fathom from 

which side they originated. 

1,1 -J 
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RECONCILIATION WITH ADVERSARIES 

.. 

1. The Alliance is an open, not an exclusive association: 

any European nation who shared our values and was prepared to 

defend our hard-gained freedom could participate. Our former 

adversaries on this very beach forty years ago. are joined with 

us today Jn the defense of a free and democratic way of life. 

2. The reconciliation of nations that we now enjoy, 

nations that were once locked in opposition on the battle­

field--is an extraordinary occurence. It is a triump by 

Europeans with a vision. They were men who forsaw a Europe 

united by peace and prosperity and shared ideas. Jean Monnet, 

Robert Schumann, Alcide de Gasperi, Winston Churchill, Konrad 

Adenauer were all men truly willing to turn their nations' 

swords into ploughshares. Americans of the time, Harry s. 

Truman, General George Marshall, Dwight D. Eisenhower supported 

these European efforts. Today, I and the people of the United 

States continue to support European efforts to enhance their 

peace, prosperity and security. 

UNITY AND RECONCILIATION FOR THE FUTURE 

1. Our differences--and in all free associations there are 

differences--let us continue to settle in a spirit of mutual 

respect. We will disagree with Europeans from time-to-time; 
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Europeans will disagree from time-to-time among themselves. 

But we are all in profound agreement that peace in the western 

world is indivisible. Our triumphs in Normandy were among the 

first victories of allied unity; they must serve to remind us 

that sacrifice and discipline are still needed to defend our 

freedom. 

2. Let us not take one another for granted. Let us not 

squander our precious capital accumulated during these forty 

years of peace and prosperity. It is the unprecedented 

resource from which our children and our children's children 

will continue to draw so that they too can live in peace. 

3. There is a larger reconciliation still to be made--that 

between East and West. Let us maintain our unity in the defense 

of our freedom. Yet at the same time, let us hold our association 

of democratic governments open to all Europe's nations--small and 

large--in the hope that one day the aspirations of all Europeans 

will be reconciled in peace, prosperity, freedom and human dignity. 

(Perhaps a quotation from the Gettysburg Address can be added here.) 

Drafted: J. L. Shub/P - s ~ DeP T 
Approved: G.B. Hleman 



Taps 

Day is don~, gone the sun, from the lake, 
from the hill, from the sky. 

All is well, safe-ly rest, God is nigh. 

Thanks and praise for our days, 'neath the sun, 
'neath the stars, 'neath the sky. 

As we go, this.we know, God is nigh. 

-Rukard Hurd 

words c. Penn Military College 
daylight version approved by Lady Baden-Powell 

from Jun•ior Girl Scout Handbook 
Girl· Scouts of U.S.A., 1963. 



PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: POINTE DU HOC 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1984 

(~oonan/BE) 
May, 25, 1984 
12:30 p.m. 

We are here to mark that day in history wh~n theLAllied 

armie~ joined in battle to reclaim this (c):mtinent to liberty. 
V' '-""" / 

For 4 long years, much of Europe had been under a terribie 

shadow. Free nations had fallen, Jews cried out in the camps, 

millions cried out for liberation. Europe _was enslaved, and the 

world waited for its rescue. Here, in Normandy, the rescue 
• 

began. Here the West stood, and fought against tyranny in a 

giant undertaking unparalleled in human history . 
.,..,.,...- t..,.,'' • ~ . V L.---""" ,_,,_--

We stand on a lonely, windswept point on the northern shore 
V '--

Of France. As I speak, the air is soft and full of sunlight. 
1./ ,_.,,--- .....- t.,..- ...,.....,....- ..,._.-- 1,,- .......-- .,_ V ._.--

But 40 years ago at this moment, the air was dense with smoke and 
,_....... i,,----' i..--- ,....... _.,.. ,__ ,._,..-- c..- .... '- "-

the cries of men, the air was filled with the crack of rifle fire 
L-- • 1,,--""""" t.-- v ,_..,.. ,_.......- ~ t..--: ,_ /.- .__. 

and the boom of cannons. At dawn on the morning of the 6th of 
...,..--- ---- ...---- c.,....-- ,__ ~ '- I,. 

June, 1944, 225 .American Rangers jtmped off a British(janding 
. ..-- . ~"""~hd 
.......- \,,, ..,,,-- ..., I. "' '-- ~- .,, ~ ...---

craft ynd (ran )to the bottom of these cliffs. Their mission was 
c,.,---- ..,...- l, t..,,-" ..__ ,.__ ......- .,_. 

one of the most difficult and daring of the Invasion: to climb 
v <-- ~ L C.-- L L 

these sheer and desolate cliffs and take out the enemy guns. The 

Allies h~d b~en told that the might:iest of th~e g~ns w;-re h"';re, 
-v v- ,,,,.-- v-- ..... '- '- c.--

and they would be trained on the beaches to stop the Allied 
V' 

advance. 
.......- ,_....... - ..,...,.,,,...- v ~ v- _. 

The Rangers looked up and saw the enemy soldiers at the edge 

...,,.,.- --- ~ ~ - ·....- -- - .... -of the cliffs shooting down at them with machine guns and 
·...,.,.,- ,,,,,,--

throwing grenades. And the American Rangers began to climb. 
V "' ..,.. &.--- . V ..,.. '"' _...-

They shot rope ladders over the face of these cliffs and they 
\/"i..---'L I'-" '\..,.,(...,-L-4--- t,..-. 

began to pull themselves up. And when one Ranger would fall 
l, t. ,_ ...... i..--- 1.,,--t,.., I,,'--(.. ... i---

another would take his place, and when one rope was cut a Ranger 
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i-,--- • _-- c...-- .__.. I · L ._ I.-- t ,_ __ _ 
would grab another and begin his climb again. They climbed and 

1--",......... ...---£,.--.1,,. '- ......... ....-----...-- -i,,- --

shot back and held their footing; and in time the enemy.pulled 
..,,--- ___. --- ....--- v-- i.-- ,,_,. ,__... 

back; in time the Rangers held the cliffs; and soon, one by one, 

the Rangers pulted thems'e'fves ov~r the t~ -- and in seizing the 
I. I_., I...-- l· L~ I,,., I...- '- .... /,. I, 

firm land at the top of these cliffs they began to seize back the· 
,,_-- ...... c,..-

continent of Europe . 
.;.--- . ....- c..-- '-'""'-- - v V- ._ .. t.- -

Forty years ago as I speak they were fighting to hold these 
..,,,,--- ,,,,,.,--- ,_-- .....-- ....--

cliffs. They had radioed back and asked for reinforcements. 

They w~ told: Th~ ar~t kiiy. But they did not give ~p. It 
.,,­

was not in them to give up. They would not be turned back; they 
......--- c..----

held the cliffs. 

After a day of fighting 

only 90 could still bear arms. 

I stand here today before the survivors of.that battle. 

These are the boys·of Pointe du Hoc. These are the men who took 

the cliffs. These are the champions who helped free a continent; 

these are the heroes who helped end a war . 
• 

Gentlemen, I look at you and I think of the words of St~hen 

~ ............ •.'--""" --- (..---

Spender's poem. You are men who in your "lives fought for 
._....... 

life 
i-- L..,--- i--- i...- I, .......... c.---· ..--- ,___-

and left the vivid air signed with your honor."• 

And I think I know what you're thinking right now. You're 
I> 

thinking, '~ut).we were just part of a bigger effort, and everyone 

was brave that day." 
qo 

f 

Everyone was. The heroism of all the Allies of 
~ 

D-Dayl was 

boundless, but there was another quality to it, not only of size 

but of spirit. 

Do you remember Bill Millin of the 51st Scottish 
Vi...----,_,,.,.,.,.-,.,,.,---,_... t..,..-- ~._.---

Highlanders?· Forty years ago today, British troops were pinned 
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i.-- v l__, - ~ 
do~ near a bridge outside Caen. They were waiting, desperately 

for reinforcements, when suddenly they heard the sound of 

bagpipes wafting througn the air. Some of them thought it was a 

dream. But they looked up, and there was Bill Millin with his 

bagpipes, marching at the head of the reinforcements, ignoring 

the smack of the bullets into the sand around him. Lord Lovat 

was with him -- Lord Lovat of England, leading his commandos. 

When he got to the bridge·Lord Lovat calmly announced, "Sorry I'm 

a few minutes late." As if he'd been 'delayed by bad weather or a 

traffic jam. When in truth he'd just come from the bloody 

fighting on Sword Beach, which he a·nd his men had just taken. 

There was the young Frenchman, Michel de Vallavielle, who 

had been confined by the Germans in his home. When the Invasion 

began he defied the enemy patrols, broke the curfew, and ran to 

the beach to tell the Allied troops where the enemy guns were 

hidden. 

There was Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin Vandervoort of the All 

American 82nd Airborne, who broke his leg when he parachuted on 

to French soil. So he commandeered a small farm cart·and ordered 

his• ,men to wheel him on to the battlefield. 

There was the impossible valor of the Poles, who threw 

th~mselves between the enemy and the rest of Europe as the 

Invasion took hold. And the unsurpassed courage of the 

Canadians, the only troops who knew exactly-what they would face 

when they hit the beaches. Two years before, their countrymen 

had been slaughtered at Dieppe. They knew what awaited them 

here, but they would not be.deterred, and once they hit Juno 

Beach they never looked back. 
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The men of Normandy were par~ of a roll call of honor, with 

.names that spoke of a pride as bright as the colors they bore: 

the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, Poland's 24th Lancers, the Royal Scots 

Fusiliers, the 2nd Ranger Battalion, the Yeomen of England's 

armoured divisions, the forces of Free France, ·the Regiment 

de Chars de Combat, the Screaming Eagles 

What inspired the men of the armies that met here? What 

impelled them to put all thought of self-preservation behind, and 

risk their lives to take these beaches and hold these cliffs? 

It was faith and belief; it was loyalty and love. It was 

faith that what they were doing was right, faith that they fought 

for all humanity, faith that a just God would grant them mercy on 

this beachhead--- or the next. It was the deep knowledge {and 

pray God we have not lost it) that there is a profound moral 

difference between the use of force for liberation and the use of 

force for conquest. They were here to liberate, not to conquer, 

and so they did not doubt their cause. And they were right not 

to doubt. 
• 

They knew that some things are worth dying for -- that one's 

country is worth dying for and that democracy is worth dying for, 

because it is the most deeply honorable form of Government ever 

devised by man. They loved liberty and they were~ to fight 

tyranny. And they knew the people of their countries were behind 

them. 

The Americans who fought here that morning knew that word of 

the Invasion was spreading through the darkness back home. And 

they knew in their hearts, though they could riot know in fact, 

that in Georgia th~Y. were filling the churches at 4 a.m., and in 
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Kansas they were kneeling on their porches and prayin·g, and in 

Philadelphia they were ringing the Liberty Bell. 

Something else helped the men of D-Day. It was the rockhard 

belief that Providence would have a great hand in the events that 

would unfold here; that God was an ally in this great cause. 

1\Ild, so, the night before the Invasion, when Colonel Wolverton 

asked his parachute troops to kneel with him in prayer he told 

them: Do not bow your heads but look up so you can see God and 

ask His blessing in what we are about to do. And in another part 

of England that night General Mathew Ridgeway tossed on his cot 

and talked to his God and listened ·for the promise made to 

Joshua: "I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee." 

These are the things that impelled them~ these are the 

things·that shaped the unity of the West. And with that unity 

the We-st could not be stopped. 

When the war was over there were lives to be rebuilt and 

governments to be returned to the people there were nations to 

be reborn and above all, there was a new peace to be assured. 

These were huge and daunting tasks. But the Allies summoned 

strength from the faith and belief and loyalty and love of those 

who fell here. And they rebuilt a new Europe together. 

There was first a great reconciliation, not only_of those 

who had been enemies in the war, but also of those nations which 

had been torn for centuries by rivalries of-territory and 

religion and power. Those rivalries were interred on these 

beaches. 

Inspired by the gallantry of the men who fought the war, the 

United States created the Marshall Plan to help rebuild our 
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allies and our former enemies. The Marshall Plan led to the 

_Atlantic Alliance -- a great alliance that functions to.this day 

as a shield for democracy and for prosperity. 

In spite of our great efforts and our great successes, not 

all of what followed the end of the war was happy, or planned. 

Some of the countries· that had been liberated were lost. The. 

great sadness of that fact echoes down to our own time in the 

streets of Warsaw, Prague, and East Berlin. The Soviet troops 

that came to the center of this continent did not leave when 

peace came. They are there to this day, uninvited, unwanted, and 

unyielding almost 40 years after the war. 

Because of this, Allied forces still stand on this 

continent. But our armies are here only to protect and defend 

democracy -- and never to take land that is not·ours. The only 

land we hold is the graveyards where our heroes rest. 

We in America have learned the bitter lessons of two world 

wars: that it is better to be here and ready to preserve and 

protect the peace, than to take blind shelter in our homes across 
• 

the sea, rushing to respond only after freedom is threatened. We 

have learned that isolationism never was and never will be. an 

acceptable response to tyrannical governments with expansionist 

intent. 

But we try always to prepare for peace. That is why we 

maintain our defenses and that is why we have tried to negotiate 

the control of arms. 

In truth there is no reconciliation we would welcome more 

than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so that together we 

can lessen the chanc~ of conflict, now and forever. 
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I tell you from my heart that we in the United. States· do not 

want war. We want to wipe from the face of·the Earth:the 

terrible weapons man now has in his hands. I tell you we are 

ready to seize that beachhead -- but there must be some sign from 

the Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, that they 

s_hare our desire and love for peace, that they will give up the 

ways of conquest. There must be a changing there that will allow 

us to turn our hope into action. 

We will pray forever that some day that changing will come. 

But for now -- and particularly today -- it is good and fitting 

for us to renew our commitment to e·ach other, to our freedom, and 

to the alliance that protects it. 

We are bound still ·by what bound us 40 years ago, bound by 

the same loyalties, traditions and beliefs. We are bound by 

reality: The strength of America's allies is still vital to the 

future of the United States. And the American security guarantee 

is still essential to the continued freedom of Europe's 

democracies. The Allies of 40 years ago are allies still. Your 

destiny is our destiny, and your hopes are our hopes.· 

Here, in this place where the West stood together, let us 

make a vow to our dead. Let us show them by our actions that we 

understand what they died for; let our actions say to them the 

words for which Mathew Ridgeway listened: "I will not fail thee 

nor forsake thee." 

Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their valor and 

born€:_. by their memory, let us continue to stand for the ideals 

for which they lived and died. 

Thank you all very much. 
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We are here to mark that day in history when the Allied 
~ ,__ • ._ ...... --- .... ... '-' - -

__ ___.-::- armies joined in battle to reclaim this continent to liberty. 
~-'~ ~ ~ ......-- ....---- ~ ,_>...__ ~ ~ ~ 

For 4 long years, much of Europe had been under a terrible 

;..;,._to,. ~--..,.Jt.; L--\ ~ -A- c.-~ ~ L..--- t.,,- ,___ -- ~ 
;l"I"'--, 

1
~~~;jshadow. Free nations had fallen, Jews cried out in the camps, 

~~cf11i)70 l---- .__, ..-- ~ ._. ,_-- ..---

~;;:, ~~ '".t .. qpiillions cned out for liberation from the conquerors. Europe . ,,,,Cf # ~;.... . 

~tl_,\-1).,i~ f' <J'il / ~ " ...... -

~~,;.::...t.- was enslaved, and the world waited for its rescue. 
.,,,,-- .,__ i..,- .....,...... (....- i..------ --- I.,, 

rescue began. Here on a lonely windswept point on 

/,.--

Here the 

the G ~ern),N4 ~i¼leN 
v I/ v-

shore of France. 

As we stand here today, the air is soft and full of 

sunlight, and if we pause and listen we will hear the snap of the 

flags and the click of cameras and 

come to visit a place of great sanctity and meaning. 

But 40 years ago today -- 40 years ago as I speak -- the 

-~~ 

Jc-"-\~~ ~~ ~~~~ :a 

L--- L-- I. L,. t-- t..- v-- ~~ 
was dense with smoke and the cries of men, the air was filled • ~V'.~~ 

4--'"" ,_ ,__ - ~- ~ \}I\' t 
with the cr~ck of rifle fi;; and the boom of cannoµs. & efor~ a.£ ~~0

\ 

da~ o~the mo~ng o~ the 6t; of J~e, 19~,~00 i1n~can· -s~~·'' 
~ ~ ~ \ Sc,tA~ bl t-d 

Rangers jumped off a British(landing craft)and ran to the bottom 
._,,.. .... ,._.,,,,,, ,_ i.----- ---- ,_ -- --- -

of these cliff~ Th~ir mission was one of the most difficult and 
i---- i,....,---- ~ l--sc.~ '"\ ~ 1..- -\ 

~- daring of the Invasion: to climb) these sheer and desolate cliffs 
i /S"$- ,,,,,.,~ w ~ ---- ,......... ~ 1..- L- L- c:_. 

Jtu.M~1!?J.:U.~and tak~ out the enemy guns. The Allies hact been told that here 
·j~~ 

, 18 L,.-- ....,..- ~ C.. C-- '- '- t-- t.--' 

were concentrated the mightiest of those guns, which would be 
t.,.- ............ ~ ~ ,_.... C--- --

trained on the beaches to stop the Allied advance. 
l---­

Removing 
L.----- ......-- -i--- ~ i---' 

guns was pivotal to the Normandy Invasion, --­whlch itself was 
1...---"" v c.,..--' ,_-,_.,..- L ,.__ ,_,,.. _, 

pivotal to the reclaiming of Europe, the end of the war. 

the 
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~ c..-----~ i..,...,-' ----) 

The Rangers looked up ana(_saw the big casements -- and they~. 
t.,.,- c>c- i)..-- ~- • \ ~ \ ~ i-l ~ ~ ~)~11'!-

__.-:-_ J.?~ saw enemy sold'iers at the edge of the cliffs shooting down at ~·1 

!f:_~)P!/p- f ~ i.k- 4- ' . ~\_ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
l>A~~~ ~s~ them and throwing grenades and filling the air with machine gun 
,,,iot-""'~ '\' .>:- L__'i. ,_l ~ -\-- c.)c loA_ ~ 
~ fire. And the American Rangers bega'n t°'- clilmb. They shot . their ;;I' 

q-~ ~ ......... ~~- ~ .... '-~ 'f- rope ladders {1ntoJ the face of these cli'ffs and they pulled 
L>< V<:__ (,,--' t.- '- t-•· ,_ ~ --

themselves up. And when one Ranger would fall another would tak~ 
,_. -- L/ LA LX IX' ~ ~ I L-- w.· ~ ,J... L---\ ✓o,t bf./ 

his place, and when one rop~ was cut anc1 a Ranger wou-_td hurtle to~~ 
LA' t.><· ~' ....k" ~ .~ -\- ~- ~ ~ ~ ,k \ 

th~ bottom, he would find an~ber rope and begin his cli~ ~iin.J 
......-~ ---- ,_..---...,,,.,.- ..,,,,..-,_. ~ t,. -

They climbed and shot back and held their footing; and in time 
I,· I,,, ~ • .... (.- ~ ..,... 

the enemy guns were quieted, in time the Rangers held the cliffs, 
~ v--- t,,,r"'' c--- ~ '-"' '- ~ ....- c....- -in time the enemy pulled back and one by one the Rangers pulled 
~ • -- ~........- .__ ~ t---'-

themselves over the top -- and in seizing the firm land at the 
-t.-- ,.__ v ------ c---- ...-- ......- '-""" 4- '--" 

top of these cliffs they seized back the continent of Europe . 
i.--- ~ ....... ..,...,.. ,_ v- L-- '-- -

Forty years ag~~ s I spe~t-hey were fighting to hold these 
.,__. 

v-'" 
L--- i..-:: - L,,-- ~i.--~ t..--

cliffs. They had radioed back and asked for reinforcements and 
t.--"'" \., I,, 

they were told: 
c..-- t.-'" c..----- 1.,--- ...- ,.,,,.,--...-- --

There aren't any. But they did not give up. It 

was not in them to giv~ up. 

held the cliffs. 10'~ 
t ----.;.. M;P!!if? vK- ~ \ '-\ 

~ (\ Two hundred came here. 
';}JI) I>\. ~ i><... o}c I><:. 

90 could still bear arms. 

-- ,__-- ,_.... ~ - '-""' They would not be turned back; they 

~ ~ q:- ~ t--\-
I stand here today before 

v ~ ~ ~ 
62 survivors of that battle. 

'- -- ~ C,. -- 1,..-- ii,..----.__.. 
These are the boys of Pointe du Hoc. These are the men who took 

vt.-- ,._ ,._.,.... ~ ,,_ 

the cliffs. These are the champions who helped free a continent; 
c..---' V ---- L- ,__ '-"' ,._ ..---

the Se are the heroes who helped end a war. 
v- ...... .....-- ....... '-' 

Gentlemen, I look at you, and I think I know what you're 

thinking. You're thinking, "But we were just part of a bigger 

effort ... and everyone was brave that day. Everyone was. The 
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t.-- - ...-
heroism of the Allies of D-Day was boundless, but there was 

another quality to it, not only of size but of spirit. 

There was Bin- MrrlinlPf Sc~lana); The day~ the I~sion, 
.__.... ......,- I--- .__. -~ ,___ '--"" -

British troops were pinned down near a bridge outside Caen. They 
c..-- ~ .__. ~ --- .........- ._,_.,--

were crouched against the cold gray ground waiting desperately 
L---" _.__---· t-- i..--- a--· ....-- - -

for reinforcements, when suddenly they heard the sound of 
c..----- V 

bagpipes wafting through the air, amorphous as a dream. Some of 
e,..,- ,.... ,,,.. ~ t,.,,, ~ 

them thought it was. But the sound of those bagpipes came closer 

~ ----- ...- ,_. ,.._ ~ ....- ---- c.---and louder, and they looked up to see Bill Millin of the 
1..,--"""C..-- <--- ~t,.... t.---

5lst Scottish Highlanders marching at the head of the 
a.- L..-- i.--- ......- ~ .......... --

reinforcements, ignoring the smack of the bullets into the sand 
~ ,_,.- 1..---'"" .......-- .... t- ,__ '-- ""'""" / _,_... _, ' 

around him. Lord Lovat was with him -- Lord Lovat~f England,/ 
..........- I.-- i.-- --- • L---' ._...- --

marching along with his commandos, equally unconcerned at the 
L----'" ,_..--- t..--'" .......... .....- ........ t---" t, ~ -

enemy fire. When he got to the bridge Lord Lovat calmly 
v 

announced, "" ~ '-"' " "Sorry I'm a few minutes late." 
.... 

As if he'd been 
t..-- i.-­

delayed by bad weather or a traffic jam. When in truth he'd been 
------- i..------ ..... .__.... ,__. .__.. ---- t..-- i.,,-- - 1.,,,--

delayed by the bloody fighting on Sword Beach, which he and his 

'l.---- .......... - ,__..- ---
men had just taken. 

'-"lo,.- l,..- '--"' L- c..c.,..,-"' 

There was the young Frenchman, Michel de Vallavielle, who 
1,..,- -- ........ 1,.---- c.,.-c.-c..---" 

had been confined by the Germans in his home near Utah Beach. 
c..- t--t,--"" ........... i..--- .......-- t,...--

When the Invasion began he defied the enemy patrols, broke the 
L-- <,,-,_...- I.- ...- t.- <-- L.. (.._..-

curfew, and ran from his house to the beach to tell the Allied 
v ,,..... v t.,.-- ,_. <..-

troops where the enemy guns were hidden. 

There was the doggedness of Lie~nant-cft;nel ~-BenJamin 

Vandefio;;-t of the All 
"0< 

leg wh~ h~par~uted 

~ c.-
Arnerican Screaming 

,_ ~ ~ 
Eagles, who broKe his 

/' I'-- i..----- ~ 
on to French soil. So he commandeered a 

small f~ drt and 
...__...\ 

1..\_ '--"' ~ "--\ '-\. ~ \--
ordered his men to wheel him 

4- '-\ ~ 
on to the 

battlefield. 
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v- L,-- ,,__-- I/' 

There was the impossible valor of the Poles, who threw 
t..-·· t-- t.--- ,._ 1--- ....... t.--- i.---

thems e i ve s between the enemy and the rest of Europe as the 

Inva~ion t~ok h;{d. And the unsur~ssed cou~ge of the ~~ 
i-- c..--- ~ c... (.,. t-- (... ~ '- 1,/'/q~,~ ~· 

Canadians, the only troops who knew exactly what they would face~ -~1~ 
L--- l.-- v c..- c-- 0<. ~ ~ k__ i:.A. (Cf':0.',JJ '1 

when they hit the beaches. Two years before, their countrymen~~~~(: 

l>( t,\- w- t.>- ~ /., L--- t..-- ~ ....... ~· ll• ·~ ;i4 had been slaughtered at\ Dieppe. They knew what awaited them It'~ ~1' z/J 

~ ~ ~- t" ~ ~ A;- ~ ...le ~ ~ ':.J-\•{s-·t.•\r.~ 
here~- bu:_th~wou~ not be deterred, and once they hit Jubo ~J~t-
Beach they never le~~ /; _ ._ X ~ ·_ 

All of these men were part of a rol call of honor, with ( \ J..,.;v,>- }J,~A., 

,_.- ...-- ..,. ' "" / •.• ....--:"\ ~t,./J.~ names .that speak of a pride as bright as the colors they i.'!!!__Ore/ ~,. • '7 -

~ ~ ~t1v·\Y1> t...-\ ~- u)-t)~j) '-- ---~Y 
the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, the Manitoba Cqrena.d1ers, (!oland' s ~!".:J..tl .,,oM' ~ 

, L.----'"' t..---l.. ~:s1;t.- i L. ,_ v" ry',it>--J ,_-- - -~~ , .,,_1-, 
24th Lance'r~) ~e Royal Scots Fusilren~, the Yeomen of England's __. 

l I.- L t.- .. C. '-

armoured divisions, the forces of Free France, the Regiment 
L, l-, ' t,. .... (Av.f•') '\ ,_, (j-';:;At) 

~; 
I Oftµ/'ji,S \ t:.:°,, 

de Chars de Combat, the 101st Airborne. These names are written ~ 
t.,;"''-""""'....-- &.----

forever on this sand and on this wind, for truly these are men ~l' 
v- 1,.,-"" _....- '- i.-- ...... t ,.__ G.-- " "- '(//;,,,' 

who "in their lives fought for life ... and left the vivid air ,,.A lit• 
,jl-J 

L.--" c.,.--- c..--- "" 
signed with their honor." 

1.,,,- L,e- '-- Lo- L-. &.-

What inspired the men: the ~rmi:s :~t met here? -What 

_ _ impelled them to ptft all thought of self~ ervation behind, 
/w.! ~~ '- ~ ~ t.,..lo,: ..;),, ~ -
~ j., •1v,--.. 'I.. l---- c.-- """" """" ""- risk their lives to take these beaches and hold these cliffs? 

It was faith and belief; it was loyalty and love. It was 

t--­
and 

v '- t.- ,'- l " <---faith that what they were doing was right, faith that they fought 
\..,-- ...... t.-- i..--- (...- L- t-,., .... 

for all humanity, faith that a just God would grant them mercy on 
v----

this beachhead -- or tfie ~ext. It was the deep knowledge (and 

I 

L..-­

pray God we have not lost it) that there is a profound, moral 
I.., i..--- t,..-- ..-- 1.,..- ._.. t.... ~~ ~ 

difference between the use of force for liberation and the use ofM"~~1 
V l,---·.,._..--- t-\ ~ ~~ ~ .,......,..,.- ~~ 

force for conquest. They were here to libe~ate, not to conquer, ~ 
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......-· --- ... ......... i...--- ....--
and so they did not doubt their --­cause. And they were right not 

V ......--
tQ doubt. 

I,.,--"'.-- v--- ..... - ,__..._ t--" 
They knew that some things are worth dying for -- that one's 

t.-- c...- -- I-- .,_. - ... ...-- - -
country is worth dying for and that democracy is worth dying for, 

........-,_,_ .....-- '"" ------ --because it is the most deeply honorable form of Government ever 
I,.,-" V t,,,, t.---' ..,....- -- ..,.,..- Ir' --

devised by man. They loved liberty and they were happy to fight 
v-- .........- t--" ~ L, L--

against tyranny. And they knew the people of their countries 
.,__ ..,....- v C..- 4--

Were behind them and supporting them. 

L--. 1.- i..-- t..-" - t '\._ '--\ The Americans who fought here the morning of the 
l.,.,""'i.,,,-- t..-,, ,._ ,_ - ,._ &-

knew that word of what was happening was spreading 

t.,., t:,,,,-, -darkness back home. And they knew in their hearts, though they 
J..c": 

could not know in fact, that 6 hey ; were filling the churches in 

Georgia at 4 a.m., and they were kneeling on their porche~ and 

. ~- '-"'" .... c.--- -
praying in Kansas, and in Philadelphia they were ringing the 
~~ 

Liberty Bell. 
I..- t--" 

And there was another element that helped the men of D-Day. 

It was the rockhard belief that Providence would have a great 

hand in the events that would unfold here; that God was an ally 

in this great cause. And, so, the night before the Invasion, 
,_.- ...........-- ....-- (...,-"'" ~ c....--- t--- _,__.,- --

when Colonel Wolverton asked his parachute troops to kneel with 
J._,,/ t.-- ,..,._- ~ l-~ ,__. L--- ,__ e.-- c,. &.-- I..- ...... .__ 

him in prayer he told them: Do not bow your heads but look up so 
L-- t.- (....-' <-- c... t.- t. c.-- c.. i.,...- -- ,___ _.-L---

you can see God and ask His blessing in what we are about to do. 
t..-- i.--- .__ _... ,.._ -- l-- . ........- c.-' 

And in another part of England that nigh~ eneral(Mati~w)Ridgeway !\."A~ 
t..-· v t--t,--- t,_---,_. '- C..- ~ .. /4>~ 

tossed on his cot and talked to his God and l.istened• for the )~~~/ 
V--t.--'-' c-- r---c.--- .......- t.,-- t.-c-- c--- t:--- V 

promise made to Joshua: "I wi 11 not fai 1 thee) nor forsake thee." )<. 
t-- t,,-' ~ ~ ~ ' 

These are the things that impelled them; these are the 
D..:\:- ~ ,..__ ._. v- - J---

things that (!yLormed the unity of the West. And with that unity 

the West could not be stop~ed. 
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~ ..---..,,.-- ,__.. ~ -- ..... -
When the war was over there were lives to be rebuilt and 

i.-' ,__.- t.- '- L t, ~ f- __. 

governments to be returned to the people -- there were nations to 
,._,.,,~ t.---,._ i..-...--

be reborn a ~ above all, there was a new peace to be assured. 

These were huge and daunting tasks. But the Allies summoned -strength from the faith and belief and loyalty and love of those 

!,./" t.....- c.,..,"' .,__.... --
who fell here. And they rebuilt a new Europe together. 

........ 

~ ,.,.,,,,,.,.-- ~ l.--- .....-- (...,- t&--

There was a great reconciliation, not only of those who 
~<--- c.---: .....-- - - .,-- /,o< (..--_ 

fought on opposite sides in the war.-~~ but of those nations 

h . h h d b ~ ..,....--- ~ ' ,_\ ' e..- ' t- ~ '-w ic a een torn for centuries by rivalries of territory and 

.t.;"-·c..-- -- .....- '- t. "'""" ....... <----_.... 
religion and power. Finally, with the end of World War II, the 

v- ,._ - ..... c..- '- ,_.. ....- -
rivalries which had bedeviled Western Europe for centuries were 

J,..­
interred. 

Inspired by the virtues of the men who fought the war, the 
~ ~ c.-- c.- - ....-&,..-

United States created the Marshall Plan by which we helped 
'<=- ,_,,,.--..,_- ,_,.. ..--- .__- t.---· - ,._.-

rebuild our allies and our former enemies. The Marshall Plan led 

~ v--- ,__- --- i,.,..- -to the Atlantic Alliance -- a great alliance that functions as a 
l.---"" '--'" ..... ~ .....-

shield for democracy and for prosperity. 
....... ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

In spite of our great efforts and our great successes, not 
L--i.--- ....... t.,,-- t,.- ................... '-'L- ...,,,,,,.-

all of what followed the end of the war was happy, or planned. 
✓ .,,,,--- /' t...,--" .....-- .......- ,._,,,..- ~ --

Some of the countries that had been liberated were lost. The 
~ t... ,._"'" t.,,-' t,...- . I,. i.-- t.- ........-......- .....--

great saaness of that fact echoes down to our own time in the 
L-- L t- i t- /. I,. , 

streets of Poland and Czechoslovakia and Hungary. LThe Soviet 
~ ,_ 1.-- t- t.-- '-· &-- e.- ,,_ .... 

troops that came to the center of this continent would not leave 
v c..-- ---~) L..- .....- i-- i.- ...- ,__ '--

when peace came. They are there to this day, uninvited, 
~ V"t.,-' ~ i.-- ""C..--'"' ~ 

unwanted, but still unyielding almost 40 years after the war 
V 

ended. 
~ t.. L \ ~------

Because of this, Allied forces still stand on this ,__. 
....,- I,..,-- t-- l. ~ v I-- -~ .__-

continent. But our armies are here only to protect and defend 
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democracy 
l-- ,__-..,_ ,___ - - .__ (,..--- c..--

and never to take land that is not ours. The only 

v--~ --- ---- ~ - ....- _... land we hold is the graveyards where our heroes rest. 

v.,,,·, ,,,,,,., .,,,. .......- ..... --
we in America have learned the bi.tter lessons of two world 

~ ~ '--"' .._. .... ""'" v---
wars: that it is better to be here and ready to preserve and 

...,....... ,,,, ~ 1.- -- ,.__, ,_,_ ,l__.-

protect the peace, than to take blind shelter in our homes across --v t--­
the sea, rushing ~ -~ '- - ---~ o respond after freedom is threatened. We 

c..- ,._,,..,, .__ 1.-r-- L..-- "-- ---

have learned, in spite of our long and enduring desire for peace, 

\...-"" t-- c..-- L- &.-- - &..---
that isolationism never was and never can be an acceptable 

v--,., --- - '-- '-' ~ response to tyrannical governments with expansionist intent. 

~ t,...-- <--- I., t..-'' ,:t· l.-- L-- '- ,I,-- """ 
But we try always to prepare ror peace. That is wny we 

'-- '-' '- 1:--- - L.- G, L,. '-
maintain our defenses and that is why we have tried to negotiate 

- -the con6al o~ arms. 
(..., ,.._- .__ 1....-~· ...... -

In truth) there is no reconciliation we would welcome more 
,__ ,.._ ,~~ .. t. ~ --

than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so that together we 
\..--' ,__ ,._ (.. '-' /., 1,..,- L-

ean lessen the chance of conflict, now and forever. 
<---.... t.- c.-- g...-....-

I tell you from my heart1 that we in the United States do not 

L- \,"" l--- '- C. -~ 1...- L,. ,_ c-- .,_ - -
want war. We want to wipe from the face of the Earth the 

'-- L.- I. c.-~ ~ ,_ 
terrible weapons man now has in his hands. I tell you ) we are 

ready to seize that beachhead -- blTt tlrere must :5e some sign from 
'--' t-- t- ~ L.- '- ~ 4.- (..-- '-' 

the Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, that they 

L-,--- l---- L.-· ,_ c., '-- i.--- t.,,.-- .I.,.,• '-- (...- -
share our desire and love for peace, that tney wiil give up the 

L---' t,.,-'" c.--- ,___ c.- L-- t-- ~ 
ways of conquest. There must be a changing there that will allow 
v---v l.- '-' (... '- ~ 
us to turn our hope into action. 

. r 
We will pray on forever that some day that changing will 

I_,/ 

come. But for now -- and particularly today -- it is good and 
t-,..-,_ \...r-: '-'-'- c,..--

fitting for us to renew our commitment to each other, to our 
{.....- V- v - ~ t,.,, L '-

freedom, and to the alliance that protects it. 
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,_,...... t, '--"" t.--"'" • ....-- --- -- ~ 

We are bound still by what bound us 40 years ago, bound by 
.....- v- c..- t.--

the same loyalties and traditions and beliefs. We are bound by 
,.__,,.,-- i-- ._.. ,:. .,, - --reality: The strength and freedom of America's allies is still 

,l.. - ....- ~ ~ -- ,,.,. 
vital to the future of the United States. And the American 

i..--- _,._,(_.....I.- "' ~.__ 
lsecurity guarante~ remains indispensable to the continued freedom 

~- • ' ~ w:' '-~ I!-- t..-- v- t.,, - .....--

ana i~Bependence or Europe's democracies. We know, as we did 
\..-- ,._.... ......- t.,, t,...-- ~'-" 1,,/ 

40 years ago, that your destiny is our destiny, and your hopes 

are our hopes. 

Toget~, i~this pl;;~e where the w~ sto'oa. to~her, let 

us make a vow to our dead. Let us show them by our actions that 

we understand what they died for; let us say to them through our 

actions the wo~-for which Math~ Ridgeway li<;;;ened: "I w~l 
1..,--'"'" t.,,- c..- .,_... ~ --

not fail thee nor forsake thee." 
(....,-'" ,._......-i...- i...-- I...- i_..---- (-,-- t.---

Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their valor and 
L.-,,--" i...,-- '--- i---

borne by their memory, let us continue to stand for the ideals 

for which they lived and died. 

Thank you all very much. 
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We are here to mark that day in history when the allied 
:::; 

armies joined in battle to reclaim this continent to liberty. 

For 4 long years, much of Europe had been under a terrible 

shadow. Free nations had fallen, Jews cried out in the camps, 

millions cried out for liberation from the conquerors. Europe 

was enslaved, and the world waited for its rescue. Here the 

re.scue began. Here the West stood, and fought against tyranny in 

a giant undertaking unparalleled in human history. 

The Allied effort was the result of enormous cooperation, 

enormous coordination, and enormous courage. The men of this 

~ invasion fought on the land, on the sea, and in the air. And 
=-
they fought on these cliffs. 

As we stand here today, the air is soft and full of 

sunlight, and if we pause and listen we will hear the snap of the 

flags and the click of cameras and the gentle murmur of people 

come to visit a place of great sanctity and meaning. 
0 

But 40 years ago today -- 40 years ago as I speak -- the air 

;was dense with smoke and t he cries of men, the air was fille d 

with the crack of rifle fire and the boom of cannons. Before 

dawn on the morning of the 6th of June, 1944, 200 American 

Rangers jumped off the British landing craft, stormed onto the 

b e ach, and ran to the bottom of these cliffs. Their mission that 

day was one of the most difficult and daring of the invasion: to 
2" 

climb these sheer and desolate cliffs and take out the enemy 

guns. For here were concentrated the mightiest of those guns, 
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which would be trained on the beaches to stop the Allied advance. 

Removing the guns was pivotal to the_Normandy Invasion, which 

itself was pivotal to 
eN\& 61, 'tw . 

war, ~ ~d,.,.:_s tw-~f 
~ the end of the 

The Rangers looked up and saw the big guns -- and they saw 

the enemy soldiers at the edge of the cliffs shooting down at 

them and throwing grenades and filling the air with machine gun 

fire. And the American Rangers began to climb. They shot their 
') 

rope ladders into the face of these cliffs and they pulled 

themselves up. And when one Ranger would fall another would take 

his place, and when one rope was cut and a Ranger would hurtle to 

the bottom, he would find another rope and begin his climb again. 

,They climb~d and shot back and held their footing; and in time 

' I .\ 
the enemy 9un_s were 9uieted, lin ,t ime_)the ~angers held the cliffs, 

~n•tim~)the en~my pulled back and one by one the Rangers pulled 

themselves over the top~- and in seizing the firm land at the 

top of these cliffs they seized back the continent of Europe. 

Forty years ago, as I speak they were fighting to hold these 

cliffs. They had radioed back and asked for reinforcements and 

they were told: There aren't any. But they did not give up. It 

was not in them to give up. They would not be turned back; they 

held the cliffs. 

Words are hollow next to such deeds, and the valor of these 

men is impossible to describe. But we know that 200 came here, 

and by the end of two days of fighting only 90 could still bear 

arms. 

We have here today some of the survivors of the battle of 

Point du Hoc, some of the Rangers who took these cliffs. I think 



. 
Page 3 

I know what they are thinking as they hear themselves praised. 

They are thinking: "Oh, I was just part of what happened, just a 

part of a bigger thing ... and everyone was brave that day." 

Everyone was. The heroism of the men of D-Day was 

boundless, but there was another quality to it, not only of size 

but of spirit. There was a style that reflected the special 

honor of each country. 

Do you remember Bill Millin of Scotland? Th~ day of the 

K invasion, British troops were pinned down near a bridge outside 

Caen .. They were trying to hold their position under enemy fire, 

and they were crouched against the cold gray ground waiting 

desperately for reinforcements(-- when)~uddenly, they heard the 

sound of bagpipes wafting through 
• \ .fo--i \..,-)-.(11,_ d.c-~~ ) 

the air, amorphous as a dream. 
' frv,"'-- • 

Some of them thought it was. But ...,_ ~ 
the sound of the bagpipes came 

closer and louder, and they looked up to see Bill Millin of the 

51st Scottish Highlanders marching at the head of the 

reinforcements, ignoring the smack of the bullets into the sand 

around him. Lord Lovat was with him -- Lord Lovat of England, 

marching along with his commandos and, equally unconcerned at the 

enemy fire. When he got to the bridge Lord Lovat calmly 

announced, "Sorry I'm a few minutes late." As if he'd been 

delayed by bad weather or a traffic jam. When in truth he'd been 

delayed by the bloody fighting on Sword Beach, which he and his 

men had just taken. 

There was the young Frenchman, Michel de Vallavielle, who 

had been confined by.the Germans in his home near Utah Beach. 

When the Invasion began ·he defied the enemy patrols, broke the 

curfew, and ran from his house to the beach to tell the Allied 
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troops where the German guns were hidden. He did not know it was 

D-Day -- he had no reason to think the invaders would be 

successful -- but like so many Frenchmen he had to help, and he 

did; and later that day he was shot when a paratrooper mistook 

him for one of the enemy, and it took him a year in Allied 

hospitals to recover. 

There was the doggedness of Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin 

Vandervoort of the All America Screaming E~les, who broke his 

leg when he parachuted on to French soil. So he comrnande~ed a 
,.__ 

small farm cart and ordered his men to wheel him on to the 

battlefield. There was the grace of General Kermit Roosevelt, 

who walked with his men on Omaha Beach, and took the same risks 

as they. His calmness under fire rallied the troops. He died 

and was buried during the push for Paris. To this day, his men 

say he epitomized the phrase "an officer and a gentleman." 

There was the impossible valor of the Poles, who threw 

themselves between the enemy and the rest of Europe as the 

Invasion took hold. And the unsurpassed courage of the 

Canadians, the only troops who knew exactly what they would face 

when they hit the beaches. The year before, their countrymen had 

been slaughtered at Dieppe. They knew what awaited them here, 

but they would not be deterred, and they hit Juno Beach and held 

it and would not let go. 

There was the honor of the German soldiers. By the summer 

of 1944, some of them had lost faith in their rulers; but they 

kept faith with their people and they kept the faith of the 

corps. Many fought as great men fight, and, in the military 
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tradition that honors gallantry for itself alone, some of them 

were buried with the Allied dead. 

All of these men were part of a rollcall of honor, with 

names that speak of a pride as bright as the colors they wore: 

the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, the Manitoba Grenadiers, Poland's 

24th Lancers, the Royal Scots Fusiliers, the Yeomen of England's 

armoured divisions, the forces of Free France, the Regiment 

de Chars de Combat, the 101st Airborne. These names are written 

forever on this sand and on this wind, for truly these are men 

who "in their lives fought for life ... and left the vivid air 

signed with their honor." 

What inspired the men of the armies that met here? What 

impelled them to put all thought of self-preservation behind, and 

put themselves in harm's way not for their own sake but for 

others? What was it that made them overcome fear and become 

champions of liberty? 

It was faith and belief; it was loyalty and love. It was 

faith that what they were doing was right, faith that they fought 

for all humanity, faith that a just God would grant them mercy on 

this beachhead -- or the next. It was the deep knowledge (and 

pray God we have not lost it) that there is a profound}moral 

difference between the use of force for liberation and the use of 

force for conquest. They were here to liberate, not to conquer, 

and so they did not doubt their cause. And they were right not 

to doubt. 

They knew that some things are worth dying for that one's 

country is worth dying for and that democracy is worth dying for, 

because it is the most deeply honorable form of Government ever 
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devised by man. They loved liberty and they were happy to fight 

against tyranny. And they knew the people of the~r countries 

were behind them and supporting the~he British soldiers knew 

this when they pushed off from England on the night of June 5th. 

The Invasion was still a secret and there were to be no big 

goodbyes for the townspeople who saw them off b 6 6 ~t as the 

soldiers departed they could see the people crying as they said 

farewell. The American soldiers knew in their hearts, though 

they could not know in fact, that when word of the Invasion 

sprea~ throughout America, people filled the churches at 4 a.m., 

and families dressed in their nightclothes knelt and prayed on 

their porches~ and in Philadelphia they did what they do to mark 

the most momentous occasions of our national life: They rang the 

Liberty Bell. Bells rang out all across America that night. 

And there was another element that helped the men of D-Day. 

It was the rockhard belief that Providence would have a great 

hand in the events that would unfold here; that God was an ally 

in this great cause. And, so, the night before the invasion, 
~ 

when Colonel Wolverton asked his parachute troops to kneel with 

him in prayer he told them: Do not bow your heads but look up so 

you can see God and ask His blessing in what we are about to do. 

And in another part of England General Mathew Ridgeway that same 

night lay on his cot and talked to his God and listened for the 
II 

words spoken to Joshua: 
,, 

I will not fail thee nor forget thee. 

These are the things that impelled them; these are the 

things that inforrned:the unity of the West. And with that unity 

the West could not be stopped. 
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Within a few weeks of the Invasion the forces of Free France 

swept into Paris, and the people of that great city filled the 

streets with roar after roar of "Vive la France, Vive la division 

Leclerc." Paris was free again; soon France would be free again, 

and Europe would be free. 

When the war was over the nations that emerged from the 

ashes were faced with the challenge of making a new beginning. 

There were lives to be rebuilt and communities to be 

reconstructed. There were governments to be returned to the 

people and nations to be reborn. Above all, there was a new 

peace to be assured. These were huge and daunting tasks. But 

the Allies who fought in the Normandy Invasion drew new strength 

from the faith and belief and loyalty and love of those who fell 

here. And they rebuilt a new Europe together. 

Their first accomplishment was a great reconciliation, not 

only of those who fought on opposite sides in the war. but 

of those nations which had been torn for centuries by rivalries 

of territory and religion and power. Finally, with the end of 

World War II, the rivalries which had bedevilled Western Europe 

for centuries were interred. 

After that great and historic accomplishment, the Allies 

together rebuilt the rubble of Europe. This effort required the 

same cooperation, coordination, and courage that the Normandy 

Invasion required. Inspired by the virtues of the men who fought 

t~W:f'_~he United States created the Marshall Plan -- by which 

-we rebui]d! our allies and our former enemies. The Marshall Plan 
A 

led to the Atlantic Alliance -- a great alliance that functions 
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as a_shield for democracy and a ehiele for prosperi~~great 

alliance that acknowledges that Europe's destiny is~ destiny. 

In spite of our great efforts and our great successes, not 

all of what followed the end of the war was happy, or planned. 

The destruction of the war left Europe weakened in the face of 

Soviet communism. Some of the countries that had been liberated 

were lost. The great sadness of that fact echoes down to our own 

time and can be seen in the streets of Poland and Czechoslovakia 

and Hungary. We saw threatening Soviet action in Berlin -- and 

we realized that the Soviet troops that occupied the center of 

this continent would not leave after 

called them here. They are there to 

after the war ended. 

the. en~ Jf the J:1c3:r that .... IJL:.. 
~ l ~wA¥..µ µ ¢J..}. (A.,.,.~~ 

this da~ 'A almost 40 years 

Because of this, Allied forces still stand on this 

continent. But our armies are here only to protect and defend 

democracy -- and nevei tq t~ke land that is not ours. 
..f\..c.~'#t" b.l"-.lf~ 

The only 

land we hold is the graveyards where our heroes rest. 

We in America have learned the bitter lessons of two world 

wars: that it is better to be here and ready to preserve and 

protect the peace, than to take blind shelter in our homes across 
v,-',~ clL- . 

the sea a-ftE1 rush to respond oaee freedom 1s threatened. We have 
.) 

learned, in spite of our long and enduring desire for peace, that 

isolationism never was and never can be an acceptable response to 

tyrannical governments with expansionist intent. We have learned 
~4-- r~-1.-,,, 

that isolationism does not avert war. It encourages-it. 1·Q.,,,,.._~'l-9.:J' 
6..-t r,..Jt.....:._ 6l 

We live in difficult times. It would be a wonderful thing ~J 

if today, 40 years after the Normandy Invasion, 

tyranny was forever defeated on these shores. 

Gi._-h-( 
we could say that ~ 

But history did ~~-
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not grant us the right to make that claim. There are those who 

say that the West is the great destabilizing force in the world 

today, that America is the reason we have not achieved peace, 

that America is the warmonger and America is the problem. 

I tell you truly that this is not so. It never was and it 

never will be. All that 

negotiate the control of 

peace. 

we do to build our defenses and to 
O-....(" ~ 6 

arms is part of "a.ll effort to prepare for 

" 
In truth there is no reconciliation we would welcome more 

than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so that together we 

can lessen the chance of conflict, now and forever. 

I tell you from my heart that we in the United States do not 

want war. c::=lell 

' face of the Earth 

I 

you from itly heart t:ft&t we want to wipe from the 
e::,_ 

the terrible weapons man now has in his hands. 

I tell you we are ready to seize that beachhead -- but there must 

be some sign from the Soviet Union that they are willing to move 

forward, that they share our desire and love for peace, that they 

will give up the ways of conquest. There must be a changing 

there that will allow us to turn our hope into action. 

We will pray on forever that some day that changing will 

come. But for now -- and particularly today -- it is 9009 and 
~ ~ f(U~ 

fitting for us to r~new our-commitment to each othel and to our 

alliance(>~ rr., d . 
We are bound still by what bound us 40 years ago, bound by 

the same loyalties and traditions and beliefs. We are bound by 

reality: The strength and freedom of America's allies is still 

vital to the future of the United States. And the American 

security guarantee remains indispensible to the continued freedom 
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and independence of Europe's democracies. We know, as we did 

40 years ago, that our future is your future, and our hopes are 

your hopes. 

Together, on this day 40 years after the Allies seized back 

a continent to liberty, let us make a vow to our dead. Let us 

show them by our actions that we understand what they died for 

and we honor those ideals no less than they. Let us say to them 

through our actions the words for which Mathew Ridgeway listened: 

"' I wi 11 not £ail thee nor fo~ee. 
4 

Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their valor and 

borne by their memory, let us continue together to represent the 

ideals for which they lived and died. 

Thank you all very·rnuch. 




