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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 30, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT

FROM: PEGGY NOONAN M
]

SUBJECT: Pointe du Hoc changes:

Here is the final version of the Pointe du Hoc address. Most of
the changes suggested by State and NSC had to do with points of
style (such as changing "millions cried out for liberation" to
"millions sought liberation"). I incorporated those suggestions
I judged to be an improvement and rejected the rest. 1In all, I'd
say I accepted 50 percent.

Bob Kimmit, who seems to speak for both State and NSC on these
matters, suggested two changes dealing with substance. He
suggested we add a graph at the end of page six, saying: "It is
fitting here to remember also the great sacrifices made by the
Russian people during World War II. Their terrible loss of

20 million lives testifies to all the world the necessity of
avoiding another war."

I have not incorporated this suggestion because it is irrelevant
(the subject here is Normandy, and the Russians weren't at that
party), unneeded (brings up the whole new topic of what losses
each nation suffered in the war when we don't talk about the
millions of French, British, German and American dead), and . . .
it has that egregious sort of special pleading ring that just
stops the flow; it sounds like we stopped the speech dead to
throw a fish te the bear.

Kimmitt also asks that we add a line at the end of full paragraph
two, page 6: "D-Day marked the beginning of an enduring American
commitment to European security." I did not incorporate this
because of time considerations and also because I feel the
passage already makes that point.

Finally, Bud McFarlane suggested a number of stylistic changes.

I accepted four of them (things like changing the "boom" of the
cannon to the "roar" of the cannon) and rejected one. Bud wants
us to change the last sentence of the speech from "borne by their
memory" to "sustained by their sacrifice". I prefer

"borne . . ." because it is more personal, more lyrical and more
positive. Better to be borne that sustained, I always say.

That's it.
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I. Central Perceptions

SRS 0 Wnilews ¢oseanheny ——
o T iest hotlorplake fin W

A,

Scene

-— The President's trip to Ireland, France and the London Econcmic
Summnit should be publicly viewed as a practical expression of the
foreign policy principles articulated in the April 6th CSIS
speech: Realism, Strength, Econcmic Growth, Shared Responsibility
With Allies, Non—-Aggression, and Dialogue With Adversaries.

— Explicitly or implicitly every part of the June itinerary should
provide mutual reinforcement for cne or more of these principles.

— The importance of the President's June travel will transcerd not
only the Londeon Summit itself but in a real sense the entire
Eurcpean itinerary: our objective, by the time the trip is
completed, will be to place Europe in a larger policy context
embracing both the Atlantic and Pacific communities.

Primary Perception

— A Strong President and the American Renewal: assertive U.S..
leadership is essential to world peace ard prosperity.

Supporting Perceptiocns

—— The Dynamics of Interdependence: genuine peace is a product of
Western strength, constancy, and cchesion.

— Keeping Our Powder (And Our Provender) Dry: viable Western
security depends on both econcmic and defense ccoperation.

— Reality Is Catching Up With Reagan's Vision: convergence of the

Atlantic and Pacific communities as a positive trend in the late
20th Century.

Individual ILocations and Matching Themes

Ireland
— General Theme: "'Return Te American Reots"

— Specific Emphases

-— Ireland as an island link between two continents

MORE
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-— Reaffirmation of cultural and historic ties
-— Partnership of shared values
— Peaceful settlement of conflict (rejection of violence)

-— Importance of East-West dialogue

2. France/Normandy

General Theme: "Reconciliation and the Primacy of Peace”

Specific Emphases

-— The legacy of D-Day: 40 years of peace and prosperity in Europe

-— From sacrifice to security: the significance of the Atlantic
Alliance

— The meaning of American leadership: an enduring commitment to
European security :

-—— From Normandy to the farther shore: America's unflagging efforts
to eliminate the world's most destructive' weapons

3.Bilaterals in London

-- General Theme: "The sacred trinity of tested ties - tradition, trust,
and vitality” )

— Specific Emphases

— Recommitment to the consultative process
— Necessity of united stand on East-West issues

—— Sincerity of American efforts to deal constructively with the
Soviets

— Expanded Japanese role in assuming Western security obligations

MCRE



PRESERVING PEACE AND PROSPERITY: The President's Trip to Furope, June 1984

-3=

4. London Economic Summit

General Theme: "The Spirit of Williamsburg Continues”

Specific Emphases

Lustre of U.S. economic expansion and its relevance to the world
commuinity (American economic performance as a positive stimulus)

Continued pursuit of non-inflationary growth (sustained recovery
creates jobs, increases prosperity)

Trade likeralization (despite problems, post-Williamsburg actions
work to reduce protectionist trends)

New partnerships and the vitality of the Summit process (Western
leaders are pioneering creative approaches to joint cocperative
ventures e.g., space research, counter-terrorism)——(tentative
depending on evolution of pre-Summit preparations)

London Summit and the political dimension

— (President Reagan, while maintaining America's deterrent
strength, is taking a realistic, positive approach vis-a-vis
the USSR and the issue of arms reductions)

— Global political outlock (increasing Asia-Eurcpe-U.S.
consultations)
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

pate; __5/21/84 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBy: _ 5300 P-M- tomorrow 5/22
SUBJECT: ADDRESS: POINTE DU HOC
: (5/21-= 3:30 draft) o
ACTION FYI | | ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O O  MCFARLANE Y O
MEESE o  MMaNUs o O
BAKER m| g/ MURPHY o~ O
DEAVER _ o & ~ OGLESBY « o
STOCKMAN { O  ROGERS o a
DARMAN . . P &KS  SPEAKES o o
FELDSTEIN O O  SVAHN ¥ O
FIELDING / O  VERSTANDIG o o
FULLER { O  WHITTLESEY O O
HERRINGTON O O  ELLIOTT a o
| TOTWILER — Vg
HICKEY O O WIRTHLIN v 0O
REMARKS: . - |
RESPONSE:

Richard G. Darman
Assistant to the President
Ext. 2702
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RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS:

armies joined in battle to reclaim this continent to liberty.

For 4 long years, much of Europe had been under a terrible-

millions cried out. for liberation from the conquerors.

J*Lah—}t./ f1'4

\ln};

Mes WX

POINTE DU EOC
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1984

of o/

o

selgdess.
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We are here to mark that day in history when the Allied

was enslaved, and the world waited for its rescue.

glant undertaking unparalleled in human history.

enormous coordination, and enormous courage.

Invasion fought on the land, on the sea, and in the air.

Ll “tght»on»these~el'
we stand here today, the air is soft and full of
, and if we pause and listen we will hear the—

d—the-el&ek—oi%came;aslang_;he gentle murmur o

Esi

visit a place of great sanctit

7= —-~aning. .-

(Noonan/BE)
May 21, 1984
3:30 p.m.

g&eﬁw’ A46w~nh\ 5“
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\ ﬁ;Jf shadow. Free nations had fallen, ‘Jews cried out in the camps,
Europe
Here the

. - )
¥Jps rescue began. Here the West stood, and fought against tyranny in

The Allied effort was the result of enormous cooperation,

The men of this

And

N\

But 40 years ago today -- 40 years ago as I speak -- the air

“ -ﬂ' L VA was dense with smoke and the cries of men, the air was filled

ﬁﬂb' @”w with the crack of rifle fire and the boom of cannons. Before

o

dawn on the morning of the 6th of June, 1944, 200 American

Rangers jumped off the British landlng craftJ stormed onto the

LMVJ"-—5beach, and ran to the bottom of these cliffs. Their mission that

e

—

day was one of the most difficult and daring of the Invasion: to

climb these sheer and desolate cliffs and take out the enemy

guns.( For here were concentrated the mlghtlest of

bl

noH

=
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which would be trained on the beaches to stop the allied advaan;)
. Removing the guns was pivotal to the Normandy Invasion, which
itself was pivotal to the reclaiming of Europe, the end of the

war, and the end of the long night of totalitafian\ggnquest.‘ ‘ Tj

/ - A T S €
The Rangers loocked up and/saw the big guns‘}- and they saw

b -

_the enemy soldiers at the edge of the cliffs shooting éown at

them and throwing grenades and filling thg air with machine gun
fire. And the American Rangéfs began to ¢limb. They shot their
rope ladders into the face of these cliff; and they pulled
themselves up. And when one Ranger would fall another would take

b .
;'55 his place, and when one rope was cut and a Ranger would hurtle to
; N wxdqquiatnld -- widd t:

. o .
NS . . 3 g_..._u:i\:k-'
" X X the bottom;-he would £ind another rope ;d begin his cling'aagain. PJASEE

Ji> }¢, They climbed and shot back and held their footing; and in time

4)$,v$9(_the enemy guns were quieted, iﬁ time the Rangers held the cliffs,
r X ¢ NN ey LOBS @ipé,.;r:r
Q*U?", 'iﬁ_time the enemy pulled back and one by one the Rangers pulled

—r

themselves over the top =-- and in seizing the firm land at the
top of these c¢liffs they seézed back the continent of Europe.

Forty years ago as I speak they were fighting to hold thesé
cliffs. They had radioced back and asked for reinforcements and
they were told: There aren't any. But they did not give up. It
‘was not in them to give up. They would not be turned.back;'ihey
held the cliffs.. |

Words are hollow next to such deeds, and the val;r of-these
men is impossible to describe. But we know that 200 came here,
and by the end of two days of fighting only 90 could still bear
arms.

We have here today éome)of the survivors of the battle of

Point du Hoc, _f the Rangers who took these cliffs. I think

I O kot g — prrsadly (63~
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I know what they are thinklng as they hear themselves pralsed
They are.thinking: "Oh, I was just part of what happened, just a
part of a bigger thing . . . and everyone was brave that day.?
| Everyone was. The heroism of the men of D-bay was ‘
boundless, but there was another quality to it, not only of size
but of épirit- There was a style that reflected the sﬁocial
honor of each country. h —_—
—_— Do you remember Bill Millin of Scotland? The day of the
Invasion, Brltlsh troops were pinned down near a bridge out51de
Caen. They were trying to hold their position under enemy fire,
and they were crouched against the cold gray ground waiting
desperatgl?\fogwfoinforcements. Suddenly, they heard the sound
'mAE of bagpipes wafti;g through the alz,famorphous as a dream. Some
(Q \\iék of them thought it was. But'the sound of those bagpipes came
’“ J&Agrcloser and louder, and they looked up to see Bill Millin of the
Q’ 51st Scottish Highlanders marching at the head of the J

O

P around him. Lord Lovat was with him =-- Lord Lovat of England,

erfj reinforcements, ignoring the smack of the bullets into the sand
&&Q” marching along w1th his commandos, and equally unconcerned at the

GJJ:Sﬁ enemy fire. When he got to the bridge Lord Lovat calmly .

\;y\ ‘announced, "Sorry I'm a few minutes late." As 1£ he'd been
, .

’ delayed by bad weather or a traffic jam. When in trutp he'd been
E>. delayed by the bloody fighting on Sword Beach, which he ano his
Q& men had just taken.
There was the young Frenchman, Michel de Vallavielle, who
had been confined by the Germans in his home near Utah Beach.
When the Invasion began he defied the enemy oatrols, broke the

curfew, and ran from his house to the beach to tell the Allied
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troops Qhere:the German guns wefe hidden. BHe did not know it was
. D=Day -- h; had no reason to think the invaders wouid be
su;cessful -- but like so many Frenchmen he had to help, and hg
did; and later that day he was shot when a parétroope: mistook

him for one of the enemy, and it took him a year in Allied

L 4

. hospitals to recover.

There was the doggedness of gleutenant Colonel Benjamln
7t T vantd
Vandexvoort of the( A All Amerzc%%%cream;ng/Eagiffa who broke his X

leg when he parachuted on to French soil. So he commandeered a

small farm cart and ordered his men to wheel him on to the

T rhere was the(gracé)of General Theodore o X

¥ »\‘ ‘ =
A

Beach,[ and took “ ‘

battlefieid.

ol
Eﬂﬂi"dt, the same risks as they. His.calmﬁks{:%nder fire rallied the ;XL'
. _/ 4

D
@i'jgﬁ*h troops. He died and was buried during the push for Paris. To
d§$)¢j3$'“this‘day, his men say he epitomized the phrase "an officer and a

;,Roosevelt JTe,| who walked with his men on

\

-

tl O
gentleman ~

There wasithe(éypossib};>valor of the Poles, who threw
themselves between the énemy and the rest of Europe as the

Invasion took hold. And the unsurpassed courage of the

Canadians, the only troops who kne tl ’ : -
’ Y P w exac x?what thex;Would face @3

. R NS }
when they hit the beaches. CZhe year befor;Z‘their count en hadC“ng%

QI'Xf? been slaughtered at Dieppe. They knew what awaited them here,\\\¢gi;\
) but they would not be deterred, and they hit Juno Beach and held
it and would not let go.
v/ﬂ

There was the honor of the German soldiers. By the summer
4 Of 1944, some of them had lost faith in their rulers; but they
425RF faith with their people and they kept the faith of the
;591:2;4‘Many fought .as great men fight, and, in the military

(—
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tradi£ion-that honors gallantfy for itself alone, some of them
were buried with the Allied dead.

All of these men wére part of a rollcall of honor, with
names that speak of a pride as bright as the colors they woré::
the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, the Manitoba Grenadiers, Poland's

© 24th Lancers, the Royal Scots Fusiliers, the Yeomen of.England's
armoured éivisions, the forces of Free Ffance(-the Regiment
w/ de Chars de Combat, the 10lst Airborne. These names are written
forever on this.sand and on this wind, for.fruly these are men
who "in their lives fought for life . . . and left the wvivid air
%: signed with their honor." | .
g:\b§§ What inspiiif the men of the armies that met here? What i
impelled them to put all thought of self-preservation behind, and .
§§ x' put themselves in harm's way not for'théir own sake but‘for | U»
o#hers?' What was it that mé%e them overcome fear and become ?jf%h !
champions of liberty?
It was faithfzgd belief; it was loyalty and love. It was
)< faith that what they were doing was right, faith that they fougﬁt
6X4ﬂ~ fpr all humanity, faith that a just God ;ould granﬁ them mercy on
this beachheéd--- or the next. It was the deep knowledge (and

' pray God we have not lost it) that there is a pfofoﬁnd, moral

aifference between the use of force for liberation and the uée of

force for conquest. They were here to liberate, not to conguer,

and so they did not doubt their cause. And they were right not

to doubt.
ﬂ/K/' They knew that some things are worth dying for -- that one's
éj country is worth dying for and that democracy is worth dying for,

because it is the most deeply honorable form of Government ever
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deviéed by man. They loved liberty and they were happy to fight

.against tyranny. And they knew the people of their:count;ies

were behind them and supporting them.

The British soldiers knew this when they éushed off from

England on the night of June 5th. The Invasion was still a

. secret a there were to be no big goo es for the townspeople

who saw them\off. But as the soldiers departed they could see

as they said farewell. The American soldiers

knew in their hearts they could not know in fact, that

when word .of the Inva spread throughout America, people

filled the church and families dressed in their

s rang out all across America that night.

And there was another element that helped the™men of D-Day;

It was the rockhard belief ;hat Providence would have a\great

"hand in the events that would unfold here; that God was an allyz

~in this great cause. And, so, the night before the Invasion,

when Colonel Wolverton asked his parachute troops to kneel with

" him in prayer he told them: Do not bow your heads but look'ﬁp so

you can see God-and ask His blessing in what we are about pb do.
And in another pért of England General Mathew Ridgeway that same
night lay on his cot and talked to his God and listened for the
wbrds spoken to Joshua: "I will not fail thee nor forsake thee."
‘ These are hings that impelled them; these are the
things that the unity of the West. 2And with that unity

the West could not be stopped.
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ﬁithin.gaggéﬁ;:;ks of the Invasion the forces of Free France
swept into Paris, and the people of that great city filled the
streets with roar after roar of 'Vive.la Frﬁnce,.Vive la division
ﬁeClerc." Paris was free again; soon France would be free aQain,
and Europe would be free.

When the war was over the nations that emerged frém the
ashes were faced with the chalienge of making a new beginning.
There were lives to be rebuilt and communities to be:
reconstructed. There were goverghents to be returned to the
people and nations to be reborn. Above all, there was a new
peace to be assured. These weré huge and daunting tasks. But
the AlliesuwhoNfought in the Normandy Invasion drew new strength
from the faith and belief and loyalty and love of those who fell
here. 'And they rebuilt a new Europe together.

Théir first'accbmplishégnt was a great :econciiiation, not
only of those who fegght on ;ﬁposite sides in the war . . ; but
of those nations wﬁich haq been torn for centuries by rivalries
of territory and relig;on'and power. Finally, with the end of
World War II, ;he rivalries which had bedeviled Western Europe
for centuries were interred.

After that great and historic accompllshment the Allies o
together(febulltf{he rubblé)of Europe. This effort requlred the ’
same cooperation, coordination, and courage that the Normandy
Inyasion required. Inspired by the virtues of the men who fought
the war, the’ Untged States created the Marshall Plan ---by—whrch———"

i :ue’xﬁ * l ﬁmmﬁ“‘“'\
e“heipgg”;ebuiiﬁ (pr allles and our former ;%QF -* The{ﬁ mw%rJ

ELINEL ¥ T AL m ’Jé‘ W~ e LE 77, APkt 2 Etl A {/
ed-to the Atlantic Alliance -- a great alliahce

that functions as a shield for democracy and for prosperity, a
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ﬁe live in difficult times.. It would be a wonderful thing
if today, 46 years after the Normandy Invasion, we could say that
tyranny was forever defeated on these shores. But(history did
ﬁot grant us the right to make that claim. There are those who
say that the West is the great destabilizing force in the world
today, that America is the reason we have not achieved‘peacé,
that America is the warmonger and America is the problem.

I tell you truly that this is not so. It never was and it
never will be. ‘All that we do to build ou; defenses and to "

negotiate the control of arms is part of our effort to be

preQared for peace.

In truth there is no reconciliation we would welcome more

than a reconcii;:;ion with th; Soviet Union, so that together we
can lessen the chance of conflidt, now and forever.

I fell you from'my heaéﬁ_that we ‘in the United States do not
want war. We want to wipe fgbm the face of the Earth the
terrible weapons man now Qas in his handé. I tell you we are
regdy to seize that beachhead =-- but there must be some sign from
the Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, that they
share our deéire and love for peace, that they will give .up the
"ways of conquest. There must be a changing theﬁe tﬁat will allow
us to turn our hope into action. |

We will pray on forever that some day that changing Qill
come. But for now -- and particularly today -- it is good and
fitting for us to renew our commitment to e&ch other, to our
freedom, and to the alliance that protects it. |

We are bound still by what bound us 40 years ago, bound by

the same loyalties and traditions and beliefs. We are bound by
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reality; .The strength and freedom of Bmerica's allies is still
 wvital to thé future of the United States.  And the American
security gquarantee remains indispensible to the continued freedom
and independence of Europe's demoéracies. We know, as we did 2
40 years ago, that our future is your future, and cur hopes are
. your hopes. | ;ﬁjIEth‘»
: Together, on this day 40 years after the Allies(ggized back)
a continent to liberty, let us make a vow to our aead. Let us

show them by our actions that we understahd what they died for

and we honor those ideals no less than they. %E543§>say to them

(EP:Oﬂé&Cé?ffactions)the words for which Mathew Ridgeway listened:

"I will not.fail thee nor forsake thee.”

Strengthegzafby their courage, heartened by their wvalor and
borne by their memory, let us éontinue together to represent the
jdeals for which they lived;§pd died.

Thank you all very much;

-

L ]
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was defeated, however, and occupied in
1940. After 5 years of strife and occupa-
tion, France emerged exhausted from
World War II and faced a series of new
problems.

After the fall of the provisional
government, initially led by General
Charles de Gaulle, the Fourth Republic
was established under a new constitution
with a parliamentary form of govern-
ment controlled by a series of coalitions.
The heterogeneous nature of the coali-
tions and the lack of agreement on
measures for dealing with Algeria
caused successive Cabinet crises and
changes of government. The govern-
ment structure finally collapsed over the
Algerian question on May 13, 1958. A
threatened coup led Parliament to call
on Gen. de Gaulle to head the govern-
ment and prevent civil war. He became
prime minister in June (at the beginning
of the Fifth Republic) and was elected
president in December.

On December 5, 1965, for the flI‘St
time in this century, the French people
went. ta the polls to elect a president by
direct ballot. Gen. de Gaulle defeated
Francois Mitterrand with 55% of the
vote.

Student dissatisfaction and unrest
triggered major disturbances and nation-
wide strikes in May 1968. Students took
over university buildings and battled
police in Paris and other large cities,
and workers occupied factories through-
out the country. The economy was
grinding to a halt, and France seemed
on the brink of chaos. President de
Gaulle dissolved the National Assembly,
called for national elections, and an-
nounced his intention to pursue a policy
of sweeping reform, based on the prinei-
ple of “participation.” The voters, fear-
ing disorder and a possible Communist
takeover, voted an overwhelming
Gaullist majority into the National
Assembly._

In April 1969, President de Gaulle’s .-

government conducted a national
referendum on the creation of 21
regions with limited political powers.
On April 27, the government’s proposals
were defeated (48% in favor, 52%
opposed), and President de Gaulle
resigned.

In 1969, a number of candidates
presented themselves in the election for
a new president. Georges Pompidou,

a prime minister under de Gaulle, was
supported not only by the Gaullists but
also by their Independent Republican
allies and some Centrists, and was
elected with a 58% majority of the
votes.

In 1971, Francois Mitterrand
assembled various Socialist groups into

<

a new unified party of France. The
Socialists, led by Mitterrand, the
Communist Party of France (PCF),
headed by Georges Marchais, and a fac-
tion of the Radical Party reached agree-
ment on a joint program on which to
base their campaign for the March 1973
legislative elections. The union of the
left more than doubled its assembly
representation, and Mitterrand emerged
from the campaign as the left's chief
spokesman.

President Pompidou died in office on
April 2, 1974, and the race to succeed
him split the ruling Gaullist coalition.
The UDR (Gaullist) Party selected
former Prime Minister Chaban-Delmas
as its candidate, but he was defeated in
the first round of voting. Valery Giscard
d'’Estaing, finance minister in the
Pompidou government and head of the
Gaullist-aligned Independent Repub-
licans, narrowly defeated Francois
Mitterrand, who ran as the only can-
didate of the left. Giscard d’Estaing
became the first non-Gaullist president
of the Fifth Republic. He appointed
Gaullist Jacques Chirac as prime
minister to head a government of
Gaullists, Independent Republicans, Cen-
trists, and nonparty technicians.

Policy differences between President
Giscard d’Estaing and Chirac led to the
latter’s resignation in August 1976,
although the Gaullist Party continued to
support Chirac’s successor, prominent
international economist Raymond Barre.
Barre’s appointment marked the first
time under the Fifth Republic that
neither the chief of state nor the head of
government was a member of the -
Gaullist Party.

A Communist-Socialist coahtlon in-
tended to confront the parties of the
governing majority in the legislative
elections of March 1978. The Commu-
nists, a minority within this union of the
left, broke with the Socialists by
demanding the right to receive key
ministries should the left win and by
calling for extensive nationalization of
industries. The breakup of the common
front contributed to the left’s defeat in
the March 1978 elections, with the coali-
tion of the Giscard d’Estaing party
group winning 50.49% of the popular
vote and electing 291 deputies to the
National Assembly compared to the
left's 200.

In November 1980, Francois
Mitterrand, after fending off a challenge
to his leadership, captured the nomina-
tion as the Socialist Party’s presidential
candidate. A bruising campaign, focus-
ing on the theme of rising unemploy-
ment, pitted four principal candidates
against each other: Giscard d’Estaing,
Jacques Chirac, Francois Mitterrand,

and Communist Party Chief Georges
Marchais. Giscard and Mitterrand
emerged as the finalists after a primary
round on April 26, 1981, which also saw
the Communist Party’s electoral
strength reduced to 15% from the PCF’s
traditional 20% of the vote. On May 18,
1981, Francois Mitterrand defeated
Giscard d'Estaing and was elected presi-
dent with 51.75% of the vote.

On assuming office on May 21, 1981,
President Mitterrand named long-time
Socialist Party leader Pierre Mauroy as
his prime minister and dissolved the -
National Assembly. New legislative elec-
tions were held in June 1981 and
Socialist Party candidates captured 265
of the 491 parliamentary seats, giving
the Socialists absolute majority control
of the National Assembly. Communists
kept 44 of the 86 seats they had held
before the June elections. Four Com-
munist ministers were appointed to the
government.

GOVERNMENT

The constitution of the Fifth Republic
was approved by public referendum on
September 28, 1958. It greatly
strengthened the authority of the
executive in relation to Parliament.
Under the constitution, the president is
elected directly for a 7-year term.
Presidential arbitration assures the
regular functioning of the public powers
and the continuity of the state. The
president names the prime minister,
presides over the Cabinet, commands
the armed forces, and concludes
treaties. The president may submit ques-
tions to a national referendum and can
dissolve the National Assembly. In cer-
tain emergency situations, the president
may assume full powers. The president
is thus the dominant element in the con-
stitutional system.

Parliament meets in regular session
twice annually for a maximum of 3
months on each occasion. Although
parliamentary powers are diminished
from those existing under the Fourth
Republic, the National Assembly can still
dissolve the government at any time if
an absolute majority of the total
assembly membership votes a censure
motion.

The National Assembly is the prin-
cipal legislative body. Its deputies are
directly elected to 5-year terms, and all
seats are voted on in each election.
Senators are chosen by an electoral col-
lege for 9-year terms, and one-third of
the Senate is renewed every 3 years.
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ECONOMY

France is one of the world’s major in-
dustrial and agricultural countries. It
has substantial agricultural resources, a
diversified modern industrial system,
and a highly skilled labor force.
‘Between 1959 and 1973, the French
economy grew in real terms at an
average annual rate of 5.5%. In late
1974, largely as a result of the energy
crisis, the economy experienced a steep
downturn, accompanied by accelerated
inflation, rising unemployment, and
large balance-of-payments deficits. Real
growth averaged 3.9% annually from
1970 to 1977, 3% during 1977-79, and
1.3% in 1980. ‘
Rising unemployment was a pre-
dominant issue in the spring 1981 presi-
dential campaign. Since entering office,
President Mitterrand and Prime
Minister Mauroy have stated repeatedly
that their primary objective is to reduce
the number of unemployed (which may
have reached 2 million by the end of
1981), even at the risk of increasing
France’s inflation rate which, at an
estimated 14% average in 1981, is high
compared to that of some important
trading ‘partners. The government is in-
troducing legislation to nationalize 12
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key industries, plus various banking in-
stitutions which, when added to those
already nationalized, will give the state
control of 95% of the country’s bank
deposits. Other measures being proposed
call for a sharp rise in government
spending, investment incentives, public
sector job creation, revision of the tax
system to require upper income groups
to pay more, increased research and
technological development, and in-
creased income transfers as a spur to in-
creased consumption and reduced in-
come inequalities. The government also
plans to continue France’s development
of nuclear power plants, but on a scale
somewhat reduced from that

planned by the previous administration.
On September 15, 1981, the government
announced a budget for 1982 based on a
projected 3.3% real growth rate—in con-
trast to an estimated 0.5% rate in 1981.
A budget deficit of $17 billion, the
largest in France’s history, is also pro-
jected. )

Indﬁstry

France's highly developed and diver-
sified industrial enterprises generate
almost one-half of the GDP and employ
35% of the work force. The government
is a significant factor in the industrial
sector both in its planning and regu-
latory activities and in its ownership and
operation of such important facilities as
railroads and communications, banks,
and key enterprises in the coal, electric
power, gas, automobile, aerospace, and
capital goods industries. The most im-
portant areas of industrial production
include ferroalloy and steel products,
aluminum, chemicals, and mechanical
and electrical goods. France has virtu-
ally no domestic oil production and con-
tinues to develop one of the world’s
largest nuclear power programs, which
produces one-third of the country’s elec-
trical energy.

The level of unionization in France is
lower than in the Federal Republic of
Germany or the United Kingdom. Only
about 20% of the labor force are trade
union members. The largest trade union,
the CGT, is Communist led.

Trade

France is the second largest trading
nation in Western Europe (after the
Federal Republic of Germany). Trade
with the enlarged EC accounts for over
one-half of the total. In recent years,
France has sought, with some success,
to expand trade with the Middle East,
Eastern Europe, and the Soviet Union.

It also has active economic relations
with the nations of francophone Africa
and North Africa.

U.S. sales to France have risen sub-
stantially in recent years, principally in
machinery and electrical equipment, soy-
beans, chemicals, aircraft, and aerospace
components. Principal French exports to
the United States are iron and steel,
machinery and electrical equipment,
beverages, and chemicals. Cumulative
U.8S. direct investment in France was
$8 billion at the end of 1979.

Agriculture

A favorable climate, large tracts of
fertile land, and the application of
modern technology have combined to
make France the leading agricultural
producer in Western Europe, The Euro-
pean Community’s (EC) common agricul-
tural policy also has created a large,
easily accessible market for French
products. France is one of the world’s
leading producers of dairy products and
wheat and is basically self-sufficient in
agricultural products, except for feed
compounds and tropical produce.
Although more land is devoted to
pasture and grain, much of France’s
arable land is planted in wine grapes in
strictly controlled, small regions.

Balance of Payments

After recording a current account
surplus in 1978 and 1979, France’s
external aecount moved into a $7.8
billion deficit in 1980, generally due to
the impact of much higher imported
energy costs linked to the 1978 oil price
increase. In the first half of 1981, the
effect of delayed recession in France on
import demand helped narrow the deficit
10% below that of the first half of 1980.
Since the election of President
Mitterrand, the franc has been under
strong pressure, in spite of tightened ex-
change controls. On October 5, 1981,
there was a 3% devaluation of the franc
and a simultaneous 5.5% reevaluation of
the German mark against their respec-
tive European Monetary System central
rates.

FOREIGN RELATIONS

A charter member of the United
Nations, France holds one of the perma-
nent seats in the Security Council and is
a member of most of its specialized
agencies, including the U.N. Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO), the International Labor
Organization (IL0O), and the World
Health Organization (WHO).
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I'll put a flower on the graves of the guys I knew and on the
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grave of the unknown soldier -~ all the guys I fought with."
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Those words of Private Zanatta come to us from his daughter, "~ =
. Flae
‘Lisa Zanatta Henn, in an essay written about an event her father e
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sppke:of often: "the Normandy‘Invasion would change his life
forever," she said.

She tells some of his stories of World War II, but says for
her father "the story to end all stories was D-Day."

"He made me feel the fear of being on that boat_waiting to
land. I can smell the ocean and feel the seasickness. I can see
the looks on his fellow soldiers' faces, the fear, the anguish,
the uncertainty of what lay ahead. And when they landed, I can
feel the strength and courage of the men who took those first
steps through the tide to what must have surely looked like
instant death." .

Private Zanatta's daughter says: "I don't know how or why I
can feel this emptiness, this fear, or this determination, but I
do. Maybe its the bond I had with my father. (I was really
lucky -- we never got tired of talking to each other.) All I
know is that it brings tears to my eyes to think about my father
as a 2( rear-old boy having to face that beach." | »

She went on to say how the anniversary of'D—Day for her and
her family was always special; and like all the families of those
who went to war, she describes how she came to realize her own
father's survival was a miracle.

"So many men died. I know that my father watched many of
his friends be killed. I know that he must have died inside a
little each time. But his explanation to me was 'You did what

you had to do and you kept on going.'"
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"My dad won his share of medals. He was a good soldier and

fought hard for his country. He was just an ordinary guy, with

immigrant Italian parents who never really had enough money. But

he was a proud man. Proud of his heritage, proud of his country,

t

proud that he fought in World War II and proud that he lived L
through D-Day."
When men llke Private Zanatta and all our -'ied forces ﬂ.}g@
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Luxembourg, thé;lcame not to take, but to restore what had been
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they came not to prey on a br§§e and defeated people, but to
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nurture the seeds of democracy among those who yearned again to
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be free.
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1nvad1ng armies of liberation. These French Forces of the
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Interior will forever offer us an image of courage and national
spirit, and will be a permanent inspiration to those who are free
and all those who would be free. S
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f%ts day, we celebrate the triumph of democracy. Thi ‘ry,‘Tshr
we reaffirm the unity of democratic peoples who fought a war and @ "7
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peace from that time on.









PEGPLE

The Dutch are primarily of Germanic
stork with some Gallo-Celtic mixture.
They have clung tenaciously to their
gmall homeland against the constant
threat of destruction by the North Sea
and recurrent invasions by the great
European powers.

Religion influences Dutch history,
institutions, and attitudes and is closely
related to social and political life,
though to a diminishing degree. The
right of every individual to religious
freedom ig guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion. Although church and state are
separate, a few historical ties remain,
e.g., the Royal Family belongs to the
Duteh Reformed Church (Protestant).

The arts have played a major role
in the development and representation
of Duteh culture. World-famous (d
Masters, including Rembrandt and
Hals, and later artists such as Mondrian .
and Van Gogh, are on display in
museums throughout the Netherlands.
The government strongly supports art-
ists, sculptors, and architects and at-
tempts to use their works in public
projects wherever possible. The

Amsterdam Concertgebouw Orchestra

and the resident philharmonies in The
Hague and Rotterdam enjoy excellent
international reputations. The Nether-
lands’ active intellectual life is stimu-
lated by lively political satire and a
counterculture and is sustained by pre-
stigious universities.

GEOGRAPHY

The Netherlands is bordered by the
North Sea, Belgium, and the Federal
Republic of Germany. The country is
low and flat except in the southeast,
where some hills rise to 804 meters
(1,000 ft.} above sea level. Because
much of the remaining land, roughly
one-third, is below sea level, the Dutch
have had to build their famous dikes in
order to reclaim land from the sea.

The warmest weather falls between
June and September; the other 8
months are cool or cold. Except for oe-
casional warm spells in summer, tem-
peratures rarely exceed 24°C (75°F).
The winters are long, and the damp
fzold off the North Sea can be penetrat-
ing.

The Netherlands is still often re-
ferred to as Holland, which was the
largest Dutch Provinee and incorpo-
rated the country’s three largest and
most prosperous cities: Amsterdam,
The Hague, and Rotterdam. The origi-
nal Province is divided into Noord-
Holland and Zuid-Holland.

HISTORY

Julius Caesar found the Netherlands
inhabited by Germanic tribes, one of
which, the Batavi, did not submit to
Rome until 13 B.C. and then only as an
ally. A part of Charlemagne’s empire in
the eighth century A.D., the area later
passed into the hands of the House of
Burgundy and the Austrian Hapshurgs.
Falling under harsh Spanish rule in the
16th century, the Duteh revolted in
1568, under the leadership of Willem of
Orange. By virtue of the Union of Ut-
recht in 1579, the seven northern Dutch
Provinees became the Republic of the
United Netherlands.

During the 17th century, consid-
ered its “Golden Era,” the Netherlands
became a great sea and colonial power.
Its importance declined, however, after
wars with Spain and France in the 18th
century. In 1795 Freneh troops ousted
Willem V of Orange, the Stadhouder
under the Dutch Republic and head of
the House of Orange,

Following Napoleon’s defeat in
1818, the Netherlands and Belgium he-
came the “Kingdom of the United
Netherlands” under King Willem 1, son
of Willem V of Orange. The Belgians
withdrew from the unien in 1830 to
form their own kingdom. Willem I abdi-
cated in favor of Willem IT in 1840.
Willem II was largely responsible for
the liberalizing revision of the constitu-
tion in 1848,

The Netherlands prospered during
the long reign of Willem 111 (1849-90).
At the time of his death, his daughter,
Wilhelmina, was 10 years old. Her
mother, Queen Emma, reigned as re-
gent until 1898 when Wilhelmina
reached the age of 18 and became the
monarch.

Although the Netherlands was neu-
tral during World War I and again pro-
claimed neutrality at the start of World
War II, German troops overran the
country in May 1940. Queen Wilhelmina
and Crown Princess Juliana fled to
London and then to Canada, where
governments-in-exile were established.
The German Army in the Netherlands
surrendered May 5, 1945, and the
Jueen and Crown Prineess returned to
the Netherlands shortly thereafter.
Queen Juliana suecceeded to the throne
in 1948 upon her mother’s abdication.
In April 1980, Queen Juliana abdicated
in favor of her daughter, who is now
Queen Beatrix.

The Netherlands' once far-flung
empire has heen granted eomplete in-
dependence or near autonomy since the
end of World War II. Indonesia for-
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mally gained jts independence from the
Netherlands in 1949, Suriname became
independent in 1975. The six islands of
the Netherlands Antilles (Aruba,
Curacao, Bonaire, Saba, Sint Eus-
tatius, and a part of Sint Maarten) are
integral parts of the Netherlands realm
but are inereasingly autonomous. In
1980, preliminary discussions were
being held to consider future forms of
independence for an internally self-
governing territory. (For more infor-
mation, see Background Notes on
Netherlands Antilles, Department of
State pub, 8224)

GOVERNMENT

The present constitution dates from
1814 and has been amended a number of
times, most recently in 1972, The gov-
ernment is hased on the principles of
ministerial responsibility and par- -
liamentary government common to
most constitutional monarchies in
Western Europe. It is ecomposed of
three basie institutions: (1) the Crown
{Monarch, Council of Ministers, and
Council of State); (2) the States General
(Parliament); and (3) the Courts.

The Monarch

Although her functions are largely
ceremonial, the Queen does have cer-
tain influence deriving from: {a) the
traditional veneration for the House of
Orange; (b) the personal qualities of
Queen Beatrix and Queen Juliana be-
fore her; and (c) the political party sys-
tem, which makes it difficult to chtain a
parliamentary majority, thereby en-
abling the Queen to influence the choice

* of ministers by designating the indi-

vidual charged with forming a coalition
Council of Ministers.

Council of Ministers (Cabinet)

Ministers have two general functions.
With the exeeption of the Ministers
Without Portlolio, they head ministries
or departments. Collectively the minis-
ters form the Council of Ministers,
which formulates and carries out gov-
ernment policies and initiates legisla-
tion.. The ministers collectively and in-
dividually are responsible to the legisla-
ture,

Council of State

An advisory body to the Crown, the;
Council of State eonsists of members of
the Royal Family and Crown-appointed
members generally having political,
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