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76 SIX ARMIES IN NORMANDY

deepest ror;lanticism. June 6th was to be the d?y‘ of hisofri(;::l lco}::?:;
i i ting an )
j . 'The night before, as on other nights awat ‘
l\:rlir:‘hphis God?n the dark, listening for thci'words spol;:n t(;sl o:::x:(,mlt
will not fail thee nor forsake thee’, am?, in all hur'n eftlxect;d ihont
in any way seeking to compare His trials :\o ‘mine’, r::det e o ol
i Garden of Gethsemane a :
A e oo L f soul the great suffering He
f He could face with calmness of sou g |
tk}::’.twlivaset: be His fate, then I surely could endl’n;e any lesser ordea
of the flesh or spirit that might be awaiting me-.

Flight

In the days before June 6th the airf ields. near which th(;: te?t:ag ;;ali:::gs
camps had been pitched had gathere‘-i in .the hun‘dre :3 io o
needed to drop the 13,000 parachutn.sts into actlo(r:l. gas oy
and twenty-two were needed for the flrst. drop,.all D—47sl,as ey
called the twin-engined DC-3 airliner.wnh whufh gltlgt e
had revolutionized inte;‘n;\‘l air- tt;a::‘ 12 It)}:z:jn:;ge s:r:pes fore o
war. Painted now in khaki wi re vh tripes o ey
i i the inter-Allied recognition sign 10t L7
:'lll'c‘lga’f::‘ ";la‘c‘l:z::soltx(l’db:arry eighteen fully l'aden parachutists, 'I:::::st
the pilot,, co-pilot, navigator'and crew chlef: These, bth: g::pite o
crew of the aircraft, belonged to the.Army Air Fo:;:el p(;n e o
extremely risky nature of their mission, they sltoo ow o I aue
pole of its prestige. Offi(ciiall)('i theyl:reretra::t::yn;:r-:;;nmd, becans
-47 was not armed and could no , '
:}i‘:cr(;\:z ‘would rather lay an eggthqr s:u::: tatil:nl ::;n qflllzliaﬁt::i::e
', i i nature of thing
tarsas?;(:l::;l ‘tto“t,:: "Ir“r(t; Carrier Commands rather than the llllon;]l::; :(;
Fighter Wings. The ugly ducklings’ diggru-rltlementbw:: t::i ey
by their knowledge that parachute dropping was bo! ) the,p“ms
demanding and operationally. h:zar(fizus, ;?::e:tr:r?::telow P
to fly in tight formation at heights of boo— e or s
about 120 mph — which made them excellent targe v
i-ai s. The crews of the 52nd Troop pflrrner .
:vnl:lic‘;\nt}:;acl“:rr::lt(e%mv‘vsith the All American since the Sicily |hn|d‘t":§:|:
had developed none the less a close and lfmtually‘trustf:nl r:naafter
ship with the division, based on some plain speakmg e:h eyMediter-
numbers of parachutists had been droppefl to dro.wn u:i e N other
ranean. One of its groups, however, was inexperience
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had been withdrawn for nearly a year before D-Day to fly transport
missions, a common experience for all ‘non-combat’ units. It had
certainly been that of the other Wings in IX Troop Carrier
Command, which as a result were undertrained, particularly in night
flying. And the drop of both divisions was.to be by night.

But night comes late in an English June and the trucks taking
the men to the runways unloaded them besides their aircraft in
daylight. Eighteen to each stick (planeload), they were tipped out
with a mountain of packages which it seemed impossible to dis-
tribute about a human body. With each other’s help, and then that
of the aircrew, they began. Private Donald Burgett, of the 506th

Parachute Infantry,- 1018t Airborne Division, contemplated his
load.

One suit of Olive Drab, worn under my jump suit — this was an
order for everyone — helmet, boots, gloves, main parachute,
reserve parachute, Mae West, rifle, -45 automatic pistol,
trench knife, jump knife, hunting knife, machete, one cart-
ridge belt, two bandoliers, two cans of machine gun ammo
totalling 676 rounds of -30 ammo, 66 rounds of ‘45 ammo, one
Hawkins mine capable of blowing off the track of a tank, four
blocks of TN'T, one entrenching tool with two blasting caps
taped on the outside of the steel part, three first-aid kits, two
morphine needles, one gas mask, a canteen of water, three
days’ supply of K rations, two days’ supply of D rations, six
fragmentation grenades, one Gammon grenade, one orange
.and one red smoke grenade, one orange panel, one blanket, one

Yaincoat, one change of socks and underwear, two cartons of
cigarettes.®

Burgett’s multiplicity of knives reflected not a particular blood-
thirstiness but an anxiety, shared by all American parachutists,
about ease of escape after landing from his parachute harness which,
unlike the British pattern, was secured not only by a single quick
release catch but by five buckles. Although in theory easily opened,
in practice they all to often defeated thumbs and fingers, because the
harness served not merely to support the man in descent but also to

secure the enormous load of kit close to his body, was therefore
strained iron-hard about him, and had to be cut if he was not to be
dragged when he touched ground. Burgett was so heavily loaded this
evening that he actually could not accoutre himself, even by the

v
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German soldiers who had turned out to stand curfew guard over the
volunteer fire brigade. T'wo, loaded with mortar bombs, had fallen
into the interior of the burning house and been killed there, either by
the flames or, more mercifully, by the detonation of their loads.
Others had hung up on roofs or trees, to be riddled by the Germans
before they could cut themselves free. Then, as those lucky enough
to land unscathed were taken prisoner or made their escape, the
firing had died down and the Germans had gone back to bed.

The readiness of the German defenders of Normandy to observe
the normal routines of military life throughout the events of June 6th
is one of the stranger features of that extraordinary day. Soldiers are
incurably fond of sleep; air raids had become commonplace along
the Normandy coast; but the parachuting was a novelty which makes
the Germans’ adherence to domestic convention inexplicable.
Nevertheless, back to bed the garrison of Ste Mere-Eglise went.
Thus when Lieutenant-Colonel Edward Krause, commanding the
3rd/505th, came to earth a mile west of the village, exactly in the field
he had selected for his assembly, signalled the rest of his stick and

took stock of his surroundings, the resistance he was expecting to
encounter was already evaporating. His stick was quickly divided
into four and sent in opposite directions to collect strays, with orders
to be back in forty-five minutes. This netting gathered another
ninety Americans, and a drunk Frenchman out after curfew, who
revealed that the German infantry battalion which had garrisoned
the village until a week before was now camped outside, leaving it in
the hands of a transport and supply company. Krause quickly
re-organized his command into two companies and marched on the
village, keeping to the hedgerows. He had issued, for no good reason
‘except that it sounded hard-boiled’, the order that there was to be no
rifle firing until daylight; ‘ude grenades, knives and bayonets only’.
As the outline of the buildings showed through the dawn, he
detached six patrols to set up blocks on all the roads out of the village
except the one he planned to use himself. When he calculated that
they were in place, he left what remained of his force, crept into the
centre, found the cable point carrying all German comimunications
from Cherbourg and cut it through. “That was one he wished to boast
about later.’ Finally he called up his main body and sent them to
. search the buildings around the Place de I’Eglise. Thirty Germans
were captured in or next to their beds, eleven were shot on the run,
rather more made it into the countryside. At 5a.m. he sent a runner

Lowpest Doy
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4th Armoured Division
5th Armoured Division
6th Armoured Division
7th Armoured Division
2nd French Armoured Division
82nd Airborne Division
ro1st Airborne Division
1st Infantry Division
2nd Infantry Division
4th Infantry Division
sth Infantry Division
8th Infantry Division
gth Infantry Division
28th Infantry Division
2gth Infantry Division
3oth Infantry Division
35th Infantry Division
79th Infantry Division
8oth Infantry Division
83rd Infantry Division
goth Infantry Division

Army Groups B and G (German)

(original divisional locations on Map 1, p. xviii)

Seventh Army

July 28th
August 2nd
July 28th
August 14th
August 1st
D-Day
D-Day
D-Day
June 8th
D-Day

July 16th
July 8th
June 14th
July 27th
June 7th
June 15th
July 11th
June 19th

August 8th

June 27th
June 10th

77th Infantry Division

g1st Infantry Division

243rd Infantry Division
265th Infantry Division
266th Infantry Division
'275th Infantry Division
343rd Infantry Division

Fifteenth Army

48th Infantry Division
84th Infantry Division

352nd Infantry Division

353rd Infantry Division -

70gth Infantry Division
716th Infantry Division
2nd Parachute Division
3rd Parachute Division
sth Parachute Division

mid-August
by July joth

APPENDIX

85th Infantry Division

326th Infantry Division
331st Infantry Division
344th Infantry Division
346th Infantry Division
711th Infantry Division

17th Luftwaffe Field Division

Nineteenth Army

271st Infantry Division
272nd Infantry Division
277th Infantry Division
338th Infantry Division

First Army

276th Infantry Division
708th Infantry Division

From outside France and Belgium

89th Iﬁfantry Division (Norway)
363rd Infantry Division (Denmark)
16th Luftwaffe Field Division (Netherlands)

Armoured Divisions

1st SS Panzer Division

2nd Panzer Division

2nd SS Panzer Division

9th Panzer Division

9th SS Panzer Division

Ioth SS Panzer Division } from Russia/
12th SS Panzer Division

17th S Panzergrenadier Division
21st Panzer Division

116th Panzer Division

Panzer Lehr Division

337

August sth
by July 30th
by July 3oth

mid-August
by June 29th
by June 29th
mid-August

July 24th
July 24th
June 29th
mid_-August

June 29th
by July 30th

early-August
by July 3oth
mid-June

late June
in Normandy
late June
early August

June 25th

In Normandy
June 12th

In Normandy
July 20th
June 8th
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When the war was over there were lives to be rebuilt and -
governments to be returned to the people e Egere were nations to
be reborngamd above all, there was a new peace to be assured. ‘&
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But we try alidgs toAprepare&for peace. i
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the_reduction of armsJ
In truth, ,there is no reconciliation we would welcome more

)

than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so &iese together we
Qsles At
can lessen the shamee of cemflies, now and forever.

I tell you from my heart that we in the United oiaces uu uud
want war. We want to. wipe from the face of the Earth the
terrible weapons man now has in his‘hands. I tell you we are
. ready to seize that beachhead -- but there must be some sign from
the Soviet Unioﬁ that they are willing to move forward, that they
share our desire and love for peace, that they will give up the
ways of conquest. There must be é—changing there that will allow
us to turn our hope into‘action.

We will praf forever that some.day that changing will come.
But for now)-——a-né particularly toqay'-—it is good and fitting
fﬁ::ﬁ% to renew our commitment to each‘other, to our freedom, and
to the alliance that protects it.

We are bound ; by what bound us 40ngﬁfrs ago, bewndwhits
the same loyalties, traditions and beliefs, ;We are bound by
reaiity: The strength of America's allies is vital to the United
States, and the American security guarantee is essential to

Ne LY w-\ e

ontinued freedom of Europe's democracies. “Sme ERRS
o e Ot wﬁwtmu :

B—yei;s—ugo’ammnaﬂlaas-ﬂﬁéﬁi. Your destiny is our. destiny, and
our hopes are our hopes. 5
% v Va . -
Here, in this place where the '~~~ ~%eeéetogether, let us

make a vow to our dead. Let us show them by our actions that we

understand what they died for; let our actions say to them the

J
and—that Ig'Wﬁ?"WE"havg—g?ied neg?t§ te
il retptel o (el o«‘#m Ao Sl Qnm&%r -

Wed
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words for which Ma...ew Ridc listened: "I will not fail thee

WX

nor forsake thee."

Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their valor and

borne by their memory, let us continue to stand for the ideals
for which they lived and died.

Thank you all very much.
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Draft No. 4

The President's Normandy Speech
June 6, 1984

(NOTE: The Speech will be given according to current
planning at Pointe du Hoc. This is a dramatic
location on a point of 'land surrounded by steep
cliffs. The German defensive point was captured
after the cliffs were scaled by US Army Rangers.
There are no graves or cemeteries within view.
The land at Pointe du Hoc [like the land at the
American Cemetery in Normandy some 10 miles away]
has been ceded by the Government of France to the
United States.)

Mr. President, Honored Guests,

The cliffs which fall away to this often rough sea
witnessed extraordinary heroism. Forty years ago -- as part of
a great Allied effort -— brave American Rangers scaled these

heights under fire. This ceremony and this place honors them.

The Rangers who fought their way up these cliffs set an

example for us all. 1In our lives -- and in relations among
states —-— we all face difficult obstacles.
For forty years, we -- the free nations of the world --

have met and surmounted the obstacles in our path. The

challenge before us is to continue.

N.B. Capsule biographies/anecdotes of Rangers who died at
Pointe du Hoc can be inserted if research shows such would add
to the impact of the speech.
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This sacred site symbolizes both the tragedy of war and
the hope of mankind. oOut of the terrible war of four decades
ago we have constructed prosperous democracies and a robust

;alliaﬁce of free nations. These acéomplishments, as well as
the c?oss that marks this spot, are lasting memorials to the
dedication and spirit of £he men who made the ultimate
sacrifice in defense of freedom.

The Normandy landings were a cooperative venture
unparalleled in military history. Men and women from many
nations marched shoulder to shoulder in defense of freedom.
Near here are cemeteries, hallowed places where lie the remains
of those who fought for noble principleé.

Out of the terrible war came a determination to create a
better world. Adversaries were reconciled, democracy was
renewed, war—-torn societies were rebuilt.

The Rangerslwho died here sought no territories. They

sought!not to conquer but to liberéte. The‘only territories
the UHited States acquired on the continent of Europe as a
result of world War II were a few quiet plots consecrated as
cemeteries or as memorials like this to the brave Americans who
fought for freedom. This land, on which we stand, has been *J
ceded in perpetulity to the United States by France.

The brave fighters who gave their lives in World war II

were protecting noble values and ideals: freedom and

democracy. The struggle for these values did not end with
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victory in that war. The need to defend these ideals -- and
our liberties -- is the challenge we face today.

The protection of our values, the defense of liberty, is
the chéllenge we face. .

fhe troops who came ashore in Normandy marked the
beginning of a U.S. commitment to the security of Europe.-
Through our Alliance Treaty undertakings and with the presence
of 300,000 American forces here, we participate in the security
of Europe, which is part of our own security.

This commitment —-- this American pledge -~ will remain as
long as the need exists. Our experience in two wars in Europe
in this century teaches that it is better to be prepared and
preéent -- to prevent a war -- than to cross the Atlantic to
fight uphill forgliberty after war has broken out.

In both World War I and II our country tried to remain
outside the European conflict. Twice we had to come to help
our friends and defend our common values., Isolationism was no
protection. It was not then and it is not now. The future of
the United States is irrevocably linked to the well-being of
our friends in Europe and the Pacific. That is why we choose
to stand'with our friends in defense of liberty.

That defense provides the freedom for our economic
system. Free men and women, making their own decisions on
where to live and what their lives will be, are the basis of
our economy. We are recovering from a world recession.

»

~Tomorrow in London the leaders of the industrial democracies
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will meet to discuss how better we can bring prosperity to all
our peoples. We will face our task strengthened by the memory
of the heroes —-- and true values -- we honor here today-.

I£ is fitting here to remember.also the great sacrifices
made ﬁy the Soviet Union during World War II. The terrible
loss of 20 million lives there tells all the world the

necessity of avoiding another war.

Post-War Cooperation

The nations which emerged from the ashes of war faced the
challenge of making a new beginning.

—- There were lives to be rebuilt and communities to be
reconstructed. .

—— There were governments to be returned to the people and
nations to be reborn.

-- Above all, there was a new peace to be assufed.

This daunting set of challenges required new forms of
cooperation.

This new cooperation included the nations represented by
the forces which landed in Normandy. But the cooperation also
embraced -- as it does today -~ former adversaries both here
and in Asia. Without the contribution of all these nations, a
just, prosperous and secure democratic community of nations
would not have been possible.

The virtues represented by those who fell here were

fundamental to the new order which emerged from the war. These
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virtues inspired that most unselfish act in history, the
Marshall Plan. The assistance offered under that Plan made
possible the reconstruction of Europe. .

The new economic life fostered by the Marshall Plan paved
the way to a better standard of living in the countries of
Europe.

The ideals behind the Marshall Elan gave life to the idea
of the North Atlantic Alliance and the'European Community.

The North Atlantic Alliance to this day provides the
shield behind which western civilization continues to
flourish. Without the Alliance there would be no guarantee of
continued peace and freedom. Because of the Alliance,
democracy and political stability, the ultimate foundations of
peace, are alive and well on both sides of the Atlantic.

The Atlantic Alliance provides for the defense of Europe.
The deterrence which we maintain in concert with our Allies
protects us all. At the same time, we share the common goal of
eliminating the weapons of war, particulafly weapons of great
devastation. It is for that reason that Qe, in consultation
with our Allies, have proposed genuine and significant
reductions in the numbers of nuclear weapons which both sides
possess as well as doing away with chemical weapons, as well as
reducing -- in a mutual and balanced way -- the conventional
forces facing each other in Europe.

| These arms control negotiations are aimed a£ creating a
more stable world and reducing the threat of war. Indeed, with

the pace of technological progress wars have become more
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destructive over the centuries. Yet, with cooperation and

._6—

honest effort, countries can set aside the causes of war.

As reflected in the Alliance, the rivalries which
bedeviled Western Europe for centuries have been interred. 1In
their place we have erected a unique system of economic,
political and security cooperation which embraces the
democracies of Western Europe and North America. The American
security guarantee remains indispensable to the continued
freedom and independence of the European democracies, just as
the strength and freedom of our European Allies is vital to the
future of our own Republic.

The destruction of World war II left Europe weakened in
the face of a Soviet Union. We saw threatening Soviet actions
in Berlin, in Eastern Eurobe, and even as far away as Korea..

In response, men of vision on both sides of the Atlantic --
and in the Pacific -- produced a new framework of peacetime
cooperation. Four decades later we find that peacetime
cooperation has been successful. We believe that can

continue. We believe it will continue.

There is a lesson in the events we honor here and the
organization of the world which grew out of the war. Come to
Normandy and see the sacrifice . made. Visit Europe and North
America and see the freedoms which exist. Visit Berlin or
Chicago or Tokyo and see what free people can accomplish.

Walk in the cemeteries of Normandy -- in all the

cemeteries —-— both those of the then adversaries and of the
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Allies. Honor the dead on both sides. Let the visitor who

comes as we do today be rededicated to maintain freedom and
peace -- and honor the memory of those who gave their all for
our ligerty. -

ﬁever forget what they sacrificed -- and why. The most
fitting memorial we can build to those who gave their lives for
peace is a world dedicated to peace. Working together, we can

bring about such a world.

Drafted:EUR:JHKelly
4/30/84 632-1566
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GERMANY

entity led by the Prussian House of Hohenzollern. De-
feated by a coalition of powers in World War I, the German
Empire disintegrated and was replaced in 1919 by the
Weimar Republic, whose chronic economic and political
instability paved the way for the rise of the National
Socialist (Nazi) Party and the installation of Adolf
HITLER as chancellor in 1933. Under a totalitarian
ideology stressing nationalism, anti-Communism, anti-
Semitism, and removal of the disabilities imposed on
Germany after World War I, Hitler converted the Weimar
Republic into an authoritarian one-party state (the so-
called “Third Reich”) and embarked upon a policy of
aggressive expansionism that led to the outbreak of World
War II in 1939 and, ultimately, to the overthrow of Nazi
Germany by the Allies in 1945. .

Following Germany’s unconditional surrender on May
8, 1945, the country was divided into zones of military
occupation assigned to forces of the United States, Britain,
France, and the Soviet Union, whose governments as-
sumed all powers of administration pending the reestab-
lishment of a German governmental authority. Berlin,
likewise divided into sectors, was made a separate area
under joint quadripartite control with a view to its becom-
ing the seat of the eventual central German government,
while the territories east of the Oder and Neisse rivers were
placed under Polish administration, East Prussia was
divided into Soviet and Polish spheres, and the Saar was
attached economically to France.

At the Potsdam Conference in July-August 1945, the
American, British, and Soviet leaders agreed to treat
Germany as a single economic unit and ensure parallel
political development in the four occupation zones, but the
emergence of sharp differences between the Soviet Union
and its wartime allies soon intervened. The territories east
of the Oder and Neisse were incorporated into Poland and
the USSR, while Soviet occupation policies prevented the
treatment of Germany as an economic unit and prompted
joint economic measures in the Western occupation zones.
Protesting a proposed currency reform in the US and
British occupation zones, Soviet representatives withdrew
from the Allied Control Council for Germany in March
1948. Three months later the USSR instituted a blockade
ofthe land and water routes to Berlin that was maintained
until May 1949, forcing the United States and United
Kingdom to resort to a large-scale airlift to supply the city’s
Western sectors.

Having failed to agree with the USSR on measures for
the whole of Germany, the three Western powers resolved
to merge their zones of occupation as a step toward
establishing a democratic state in Western Germany. A
draft constitution for a West German federal state was
approved by a specially elected parliamentary assembly on
May 8, 1949, and the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG),
with its capital at Bonn, was proclaimed on May 23. The
USSR protested these actions and on October 7 announced
the establishment in its occupation zone of the German
Democratic Republic (GDR), with East Berlin as its capital.

In West Germany the former occupation regime was
gradually converted into a contractual relationship based
on the equality of the parties involved. Under the London
and Paris agreements of 1954, the FRG was granted
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sovereignty and admitted to the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) and the Western European Union
(WEU), while on January 1, 1957, the Saar was returned
as the result of a plebiscite held in 1955. The Soviet-
sponsored GDR was also declared fully sovereign in 1954
and was accorded formal recognition by Communist,
though not by Western, governments. Although Berlin has
remained technically under four-power control, East Berlin
has been incorporated into the GDR, while West Berlin,
without being granted parliamentary voting rights, has
been accorded status similar to that of a Land (state) of
the FRG. Both German regimes were admitted to full
membership in the United Nations in the fall of 1973.
Until the early 1970s the FRG and its Western allies
advocated reunification of Germany on the basis of an
internationally supervised all-German election to choose
a government empowered to conclude a formal peace
treaty with the country’s wartime enemies. The Soviet
Union and the GDR, however, insisted that unification be
based on recognition of the existence of “two German
states” and achieved by negotiation between the existing
German regimes, which would then form a government to
conclude a treaty. A new constitution adopted by the GDR
in 1968 further implied that reunification could take place
only when West Germany became a “socialist” state. With
regard to Germany’s frontiers, the USSR, Poland, and the
GDR insisted that the territorial annexations carried out
at the end of World War II were definitive and irreversible,
while the FRG maintained that under the 1945 Potsdam
agreement Germany'’s territorial frontiers could be estab-
lished only by a formal peace treaty. Beginning in 1967,
however, the FRG gave indications of increased readiness
to accept the Oder-Neisse line as Germany’s permanent
eastern frontier, ultimately recognizing it as such in a
December 1970 treaty with Poland. The “two Germanies”
concept, in turn, acquired legal standing with the negotia-
tionin November 1972 of a “Basic Treaty” (Grundvertrag)
normalizing relations between the FRG and the GDR.
While the agreement stopped short of a mutual extension
of full diplomatic recognition, it affirmed the “inviolabil-
ity” of the existing border and provided for the exchange
of “permanent representative missions” by the two govern-
ments, thus effectively ruling out the possibility of German
reunification within the foreseeable future.

GERMAN DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC.

Deutsche Demokratische Republik
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Area:; 41,768 sq. mi. (108,178 sq. km.).

Population: 17,068,318 (1971C), 16,704,000 (1983E).
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tricts (Bezirke), which replaced the traditional states in
1952; district and local government is based on a system
of elected assemblies, councils, and committees.

Foreign relations. Prior to 1969 the GDR was accorded
diplomatic recognition only by other Communist govern-
ments, and its participation in multilateral organizations
was limited primarily to the Soviet-backed Council for
Mutual Economic Assistance and Warsaw Pact. In 1969-
1970, however, the GDR was recognized by a number of
Arab governments, and in August 1972, after a year of
informal talks, it was announced that the East and West
German regimes would enter into formal negotiations on
normalization of relations. A Basic Treaty to such effect
was ratified by the West German legislature on December
21, 1972, and by the East German legislature on June 13,
1973. The following September both East and West Ger-
many were admitted to the United Nations. Although
Britain and France recognized the GDR in February 1973,
the United States did not agree to recognition and an
exchange of ambassadors until September 5, 1974, immedi-
ately prior to the GDR’s formal abandonment of reunifica-
tion as a constitutional objective.

Even before the signing of the 1972 Basic Treaty, SED"

Secretary Honecker had asserted that “history has already
made the decision” in favor of two separate German states,
adding that the Berlin Wall and the heavily guarded frontier
would be retained as “existing realities”. Nevertheless, the
GDR hasrefused to acknowledge any claim by the Federal
Republic to authority in West Berlin, while Bonn has
refused to acknowledge the GDR’s national sovereignty or
toremove from the FRG’s Basic Law reference to the goal
of reunification. Recurrent problems involving espionage
and political defections have further strained relations, but
the two governments have succeeded in reaching a number
of agreements in such areas as road and rail transport. In
addition, East Germany has benefited from West Ger-
many’s insistence that trade between the two is intra-
national, thus enabling the GDR to obtain duty-free access
to EEC markets.

In concert with the USSR, East Germany undertook a
program of military assistance to Mozambican guerrillas
in 1969, subsequently extending its aid to the MPLA in
Angola. While the full extent of the GDR’s current involve-
ment in Africa and the Arabian peninsula is unknown,
most personnel appear to be engaged in technical support
functions and the training of secret service and police, In
addition, a limited number of African officers have re-
ceived training in the GDR.

Current issues. A largely pro forma election to the East
German Volkskammer on June 14, 1981, preceded in mid-
May by a congress of the Socialist Unity Party, yielded no
significant changes in GDR leadership or policy, the most
important matter broached at the party conclave being a
new five-year plan for 1981-1985 that projected 25-30
percent overall increases in national income, industrial
production, and labor productivity. Earlier, at an East Ber-
lin party meeting in mid-February, Chairman Honecker
delivered the first official statement in a decade on the
question of German unification, implying that the issue
would necessarily assume renewed importance following
any reorganization of the Federal Republic “on a socialist
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basis”. The pronouncement was widely viewed as a re-
sponse to a decision by the West German Council of
(Lédnder) Council Ministers that Germany should be con-
strued in school texts on the basis of its 1937 borders, with
the demarcation between East and West Germany being
identified as a “boundary of a special kind”.

On December 11, 1981, West German Chancellor
Helmut Schmidt traveled to East Germany for the first top-
level meeting between the two governments in more than
a decade. After some 15 hours of discussion at a hunting
lodge north of Berlin, Chairman Honecker declared that
an “open exchange of views” had “brought much closer the
solution of difficult problems”, However, the overt results
were largely limited to an extension into 1982 of “swing”
loans by West Germany to East Germany as a means of
stimulating trade, and a partial relaxation of East German
regulations governing travel to the West.

POLITICAL PARTIES

The one-party system dominated by the Socialist Unity
Party (SED) is partially masked by the existence of other
parties and mass organizations which, though separately
represented in fhe People’s Chamber, are controlled by the
SED through the instrumentality of the National Front of
the German Democratic Republic (Nationale Front der
Deutschen Demokratischen Republik).

Socialist Unity Party of Germany (Sozialistische Einheitspartei
Deutschlands —SED). Pressure exerted by Soviet occupation authorities
led in April 1946 to the formation of the SED by merger of the Communist
and Social Democratic parties. The executor of Communist policy, the
SED controls all East German organizations except the churches and
provides leadership and generates public support for government pro-
grams. During the SED’s Tenth Congress, which met at East Berlin, April
11-16, 1981, the SED Central Committee was increased in size from 140
to 156, while the Politburo, reduced to 18 on April 10 by the death of
Gerhard GRUNEBERG, remained unchanged until the death of its oldest
member, Albert NORDEN, in May 1982. The SED has an allotment of
110 seats in the People’s Chamber.

General Secretary: Erich HONECKER.

Other Members of Politburo: Hermann AXEN, Horst DOHLUS,
Werner FELFE, Kurt HAGER, Joachim HERRMANN, Gen. Heinz
HOFFMANN, Werner KROLIKOWSKI, Erich MIELKE, Giinter
MITTAG, Erich MUCKENBERGER, Konrad NAUMANN, Alfred
NEUMANN, Horst SINDERMANN, Willi STOPH, Harry TISCH, Paul
VERNER.

Candidate Members: Dr. Werner JAROWINSKY, Giinther KLEI-
BER, Egon KRENZ, Ingeburg LANGE, Margarete MULLER, Giinther
SCHABOWSKI, Gerhard SCHURER, Werner WALDE.

Central Committee Secretariat: Hermann AXEN, Horst DOHLUS,
Werner FELFE, Kurt HAGER, Joachim HERMANN, Erich HONECK-
ER, Dr. Werner JAROWINSKY, Ingeburg LANGE, Giinter MITTAG,
Paul VERNER.

Four other parties, each with 45 representatives in the People’s
Chamber, are the Christian Democratic Union of Germany (Christlich-
Demokratische Union Deutschlands — CDU}, the Democratic Peasants’
Party of Germany (Demokratische Bauernpartei Deutschiands— DBD),
the Liberal Democratic Party of Germany (Liberal-Demokratische Partei
Deutschlands— LDPD), and the National Democratic Party of Germany
(National-Demokratische Partei Deutschlands — NDPD}). These parties
are Communist controlled and have nothing to do with their present-day
counterparts in the Federal Republic. Also represented in the People’s
Chamber are four Communist-controlled mass organizations: the Confed-
eration of Free Germany Trade Unions (Freier Deutscher Gewerkschafts-
bund), the Free German Youth (Freie Deutsche Jugend), the Democratic
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women'’s League (Demokratischer Frauenbund Deutschiands), and the
German League of Culture (Deutscher Kulturbund).

LEGISLATURE

The People’s Chamber (Volkskammer) is a unicameral
body elected for a five-year term by universal suffrage from
a single list of candidates presented by the Communist-
controlled National Front. The last election was held on
June 14, 1981. The 66 previously nonvoting East Berlin
delegates were incorporated into the Chamber as full
members on June 28, 1979, thus raising the membership

to 500.

President of Presidium: Horst SINDERMANN.

CABINET

Chairman, Council of Ministers
(Premier)
First Deputy Chairmen

Deputy Chairmen

Ministers

Agriculture, Forestry and Foodstuffs

Chemical Industry

Coal and Energy

Construction Industry

Construction of General Machinery,
Agricultural Machinery and
Vehicles

Construction of Heavy Machinery and
Equipment

Construction of Machine Tools and
Processing Machinery

Culture

District Managed Industry and
Foodstuffs Industry A

Electrical Engineering and Electronics

Environmental Protection and Water
Management

Finance

Foreign Affairs

Foreign Trade

Geology

Glass and Ceramics Industry

Health

Interior

Justice

Light Industry

Materials Management

National Defense

Ore Mining, Metallurgy and Potash

Post and Telecommunications

Prices

Public Education

Science and Technology

State Security

Trade and Supply

Transportation

University and Technical School
Affairs

Willi Stoph

Werner Krolikowski
Alfred Neumann
Manfred Flegel
Hans-Joachim Heusinger
Giinther Kleiber
Wolfgang Rauchfuss
Hans Reichelt
Gerhard Schiirer
Rudolph Schuize
Gerhard Weiss
Herbert Weiz

Bruno Lietz

Giinther Wyschofsky
Wolfgang Mitzinger
Wolfgang Junker

Giinther Kleiber
Rolf Kérsten.

Rudi Georgi
Hans-Joachim Hoffmann

Udo-Dieter Wange
Felix Meier

Hans Reichelt

Ernst Hoefner

Oskar Fischer

Horst Sélle

Manfred Bochmann
Werner Greiner-Petter
Ludwig Mecklinger
Friedrich Dickel
Hans-Joachim Heusinger
Werner Buschmann
Wolfgang Rauchfuss
Gen, Heinz Hoffmann
Kurt Singhuber
Rudolph Schulze
Walter Halbritter
Margot Honecker
Herbert Weiz

Gen. Erich Mietke
Gerhard Briksa

Otto Arndt

Hans-Joachim Béhme

GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

NEWS MEDIA

The 1968 constitution guarantees freedom of the press,
but broadcasting is under state control and all major daily
newspapers are affiliated with political parties. According-
ly, they follow a Communist line.

Press. There are some 40 dailies and 32 weeklies, with a combined
circulation of over 17 million. The following are dailies published at East
Berlin, unless otherwise noted: Neues Deutschland (1,087,700), SED
organ; Junge Welt (1,121,300), FDJ organ; Frie Presse (Karl-Marx-Stadt,
614,500), SED organ; Freiheit (Halle, 533,900), SED organ; Sdchsische
Zeitung (Dresden, 513,800), SED organ; Leipziger Volkszeitung (Leipzig,
445,400), SED organ; Volksstimme (Magdeburg, 412,800), SED organ;
Tribiine (405,800), organ of Trade-Union League; Das Volk (Erfurt,
359,900), SED organ; Berliner Zeitung (342,000), SED organ; Mdrkische
Volksstimme (Potsdam, 285,200), SED organ; Ostee Zeitung (Rostock,
260,400), SED organ; Lausitzer Rundschau (Cottbus, 252,300), SED
organ; BZ am Abend (195,600), SED organ; Bauern Echo (91,000), DBD
organ; Neue Zeit (86,100), CDU organ; National-Zeitung (58,800), NDPD
organ; Der Morgen (50,900), LDPD organ.

News agencies. The official news agency is the government-owned
Allgemeiner Deutscher Nachrichtendienst (ADN); numerous foreign
agencies, most representing Communist nations, also maintain offices
at East Berlin.

Radio and television. State committees for radio and television
broadcasting (rundfunk and fernsehen) coordinate all radio and television
activity. The principal radio organizations are Radio DDR, Berliner
Rundfunk, and Stimme der DDR for domestic broadcasts, and Radio
Berlin International for foreign transmissions. There were approximately
6.3 million radio and 5.8 million television receivers in 1982.

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REPRESENTATION

Ambassador to the US: Dr. Horst GRUNERT.

US Ambassador to the German Democratic Republie: Rozanne L.
RIDGWAY,

Permanent Representative to the UN: Harry OTT.

IGO Memberships (Non-UN): CMEA, IBEC, ICCO, ICES, 1IB, IS0,
PCA, WTO.

INCORPORATED TERRITORY

East Berlin. Following a breakdown in cooperation between the Soviet
Union and the other occupying powers and the subsequent removal of
Greater Berlin’s municipal government to the Western sector in September
1948, a city government for East Berlin was installed in November 1948.
Subsequently, on October 7, 1949, East Berlin became the capital of the
newly proclaimed German Democratic Republic.

Unlike West Berlin, East Berlin has no separate constitutional status
and has been administratively integrated into the GDR. It is politically
controlled by the Socialist Unity Party (SED) and governed by a head
of administration (Magistrar) and a Municipal Assembly elected for a
four-year term.

In June 1979 the Soviet Union, affirming that East Berlin was a
constituent part of the GDR, ceded responsibility for the city, thus
violating a September 3, 1971, four-power agreement under which no
change in the status of Greater Berlin could be unilaterally initiated. On
June 28, East Berlin’s previously nonvoting representatives to the East
German People’s Chamber (Volkskammer), all 66 of whom had been
nominated by the Municipal Assembly, were incorporated into the
Chamber as full delegates. At the June 1981 balloting, the representatives
from East Berlin were elected under the same procedures employed
throughout the rest of the country.
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Ofticial Name:
French Republic

United States Department of State

Bureau of Public Affairs

PROFILE

People

Population (1983 est.): 54,748,000. Annual
growth rate (1983 est.): 0.5%. Ethnic groups:
Celtic and Latin with Teutonic, Slavie, North
African, Indochinese, and Basque minorities. -
Religion: Roman Catholic, 90%. Language:
French. Education: Years compulsory—10.
Literacy—~99%.. Infant mortality rate:
9/1,000. Work force (24 million, 1988 est.):
Agriculture—8.3%. Industry and com-
merce—45.2%. Services—46.5%. Registered
unemployment (Dec. 31, 1983): 8.8%.

Geography

Area: 561,670 sq. km. (212,668 sq. mi.); largest
West European country, about four-fifths the
size of Texas. Cities: Capital—Paris. Other
cities—Marseille, Lyon, Toulouse, Strasbourg,
Nice, Bordeaux. Terrain: Varied. Climate:
Temperate; similar to that of eastern US,

Government

Type: Republic. Constitution: September 28,
1958.

Branches: Executive—president (chief of
state); prime minister (head of government).
Legislative—bicameral Parliament

(491-member National Assembly, 292-member

Senate). Judicial—Court of Cassation (civil
and criminal law), Council of State (ad-
ministrative court), Constitutional Council
(constitutional law).

Subdivisions: 21 administrative regions
containing 95 departments (metropolitan
France). Five overseas departments
(Guadeloupe, Martinique, French Guiana,
Reunion, and Saint-Pierre and Miquelon); five
overseas territories (New Caledonia, French
Polynesia, Wallis and Futuna Islands, and
French Southern and Antarctic Territories);
and one special-status territory (Mayotte).

‘Political parties: Socialist Party (PS),
Rally for the Republic (RPR—Gaullists),

.Union for French Democracy (UDF—Giscar-

dians/Centrist), Communist Party (PCF),
‘various minor parties,

Suffrage: Universal over 18.

Defense (1984 est.): 18% of central govern-
ment budget.

Flag: Three vertical stripes of blue,
white, and red.

Economy

GDP (1983): $920 billion. Avg. annual growth
rate (1983): 0.5%. Per capita income (1983):
$7,179. Avg. inflation rate (1983): 9.6%.

Natural resources: Coal, iron ore, baux-
ite, fish, forests. .

Agricultural products: Beef, dairy prod-
ucts, cereals, sugar beets, potatoes, wine
grapes.

Industries: Steel, machinery and equip-
ment, textiles and clothing, chemicals, food
processing, aircraft, electronies.

Trade (1983): Exports—$94.9 billion:
machinery; transportation equipment, food-
stuffs, iron, steel, textiles, agricultural prod-
ucts including wine. Importa—$100.6 billion:
crude petroleum, machinery and equipment,
chemicals, iron and steel, agricuitural prod-
ucts, textiles. Partners—FRG, Belgium, Lux-
embourg, Italy, US, UK, Netherlands, Japan.

Official exchange rate (1983 avg.): 7.61
francs=US$1; Jan.-June 1983 avg., 7.17
francs=US$1; July-Dec. 1983 avg., 8.05
francs=US$1.

Membership in International
Organizations

UN and most of its specialized agencies,
NATO, Organization for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development (OECD), Western
European Union, European Communities
(EC), INTELSAT.






two World Wars. After the establish-
ment of an independent Algerian state in
1962, about 1 million French citizens re-
turned to France. As of December 31,
1982, France’s population of immigrant
workers and their families was officially
estimated at 4,459,068, including some
120,000 whose status was legalized in
1982. Resident aliens fall into two main
groups: South Europeans (52% of total)
and North Africans (26% of total), the

" two principal nationalities being
Portuguese and Algerian.

About 90% of the people are baptized
Roman Catholic, fewer than 2% are Prot-
estant, and about 1% are Jewish. Im-
migration in the 1960s and early 1970s
from North Africa, especially Algeria, ac-
counts for the more than 1 million
Muslims in France, :

French education is free and man-
datory between ages 6 and 16. The
public education system is highly cen-
tralized and has a budget amounting to
about 4.4% of the gross domestic. product
(GDP). In 1983, an estimated 17.7% of
the national budget was allocated to
education. Private education is primarily
Roman Catholic. Higher education in
France, which began with the founding
of the University of Paris-in 1150, enrolls
about 1 million students in 69 univer-
sities in continental France and an addi-
tional 60,000 in special schools such as
the Grandes Ecoles and technical col-
leges.

The French language is descended
from the vernacular Latin spoken by the
Romans in Gaul. Although French in-
cludes many Celtic and Germanic words,
its structure and most of its words
derive from Latin. Since the early Mid-
dle Ages, French has been an interns-

~ tional language. Spoken around the
world today, French is a common second
language and, like English, is an official
language at the United Nations. In
Africa, Asia, the Pacific, and the West -
Indies, the French language has been a
unifying factor, particularly in those
countries where it serves as the only

common language among a variety of in-

digenous languages and dialects.

Since the time of the Roman Empire,
France’s achievements in literature, the
arts, and science have influenced
Western culture. In architecture, the
Romanesque basilicas, the soaring Gothic
cathedrals, the formal gardens of Ver-
sailles, the imperial design of Parisian
boulevards and squares, and the modern
designs of masters like Le Corbusier at-
test to France’s influence.

French painting has spanned the cen-
turies in greatness. Some famous names
include Watteau (1684-1721), who de-

picted the polished, elegant society of his
time; David (1748-1825), the neoclassical
artist of the Revolution and Empire;
Delacroix (1798-1863) the romantic; the
naturalists and realists Corot
(1796-1875), Millet (1814-75), and
Courbet (1819-77), who painted realistic
landscapes and scenes from rural life;
and the impressionists, including Monet
(1840-1926) and Renoir (1841-1919), who
explored light on canvas, and Cezanne
(1839-1906), whose ideas about the treat-
ment of space and dimension are at the
base of 20th century modern art. Other
famous artists, such as Van Gogh and
Picasso, were drawn to France from
other countries.

In music, Berlioz (1803-69) in the
romantic period was followed by
Debussy (1862-1918) and Faure
(1845-1924), who were inspired by the
impressionist movement in painting. In
the 19th century, Bizet (1838-75) wrote
the opera Carmen and Gounod (1818-93)
wrote Faust and Romeo and Juliette.
Chopin (1810-49), though born in Poland,
spent his adult life in Paris.

France has played a leading role in
scientific advances. Descartes (1596-1650)
contributed to mathematics and to the
modern scientific method; Lavoisier
(1743-94) 1aid the fundamentals of
modern chemistry and physics; Bec-
querel (1854~1912) and the Curies jointly
discovered radium and the principle of
radioactivity; and Pasteur (1822-95)
developed theories of germs and vaccina-
tions, Several important French inven-
tors were Daguerre (1789-1851), a
theatrical scenery painter who invented
the daguerrotype, an early photograph;
Braille (1809-52), a blind teacher of the
blind, after whom is named the system of
raised lettering enabling the blind to
read; and Bertillon (1853-1914), an an-
thropologist and criminologist who
organized the fingerprint system of iden-
tification. In the 20th century, French
scientists have won a number of Nobel
Prizes.

French literature is renowned from
the medieval romances of Marie de
France and Chretien de Troyes and the
poetry in Old French of Francois Villon
to the 20th century novelists Colette,
Proust, Sartre, and Camus. Over the in-
tervening centuries were the
Renaissance writers Rabelais (fiction),
Ronsard (poetry), and Montaigne
(essays); the 1Tth century classical
dramatists Corneille, Racine, and
Moliere; the 18th century rationalist
philosophers Montesquieu, Voltaire, and
Jean-Jacques Rousseau; the romantics
Germain de Stael, Victor Hugo,
Alexandre Dumas (father and son), and
Alphonse de Lamartine; 19th century
novelists Stendhal, George Sand, and

Balzac; realist Flaubert; naturalists Zola
and Baudelaire; and 19th century poets
Verlaine, Rimbaud, and Valery.

French filmmakers from Jean Renoir
to Francois Truffaut have won acclaim
over the past decades.

HISTORY

France was one of the earliest countries
to progress from feudalism into the era
of the nation-state. Its monarchs sur-
rounded themselves with capable
ministers, and French armies were
among the most disciplined and profes-
sional of their day. During the reign of
Louis XTIV (1643-1715), France was the
preeminent power in Europe. But Louis’
and his successors’ overly ambitious
projects and military campaigns led to
chronic financial problems for the
government in the 18th century.
Deteriorating economic conditions and
popular resentment against the com-
plicated system of privileges granted the
nobility and other favored groups were
the principal causes of the French
Revolution (1789-94).

Although the Revolution established
republican and egalitarian principles of
government, France reverted to forms of
absolute rule or constitutional monarchy
four times—the Empire of Napoleon, the
Restoration of Louis XVIII, the reign of

-Louis-Philippe, and the Second Empire

of Napoleon III. After the Franco-
Prussian War (1870), the Third Republic

. was established and lasted until the

military defeat of 1940.

World War I brought great losses of
troops and materiel. In the 1920s, France
began to rebuild its army (then the
largest in Europe) and to establish an
elaborate system of border defenses (the
Maginot Line) and alliances to offset
resurgent German strength. France was
defeated, however, and occupied in 1940.

- Following 4 years of occupation and

strife, Allied Forces liberated France in

1944. The nation emerged exhausted -
from World War II and faced a series of
new problems.

After a short period of provisional
government, initially led by General
Charles de Gaulle, the Fourth Republic
was established under a new constitution
with a parliamentary form of govern-
ment controlled by a series of coalitions.
The heterogeneous nature of the coali- .
tions and the lack of agreement on
measures for dealing with Indochina and
Algeria caused successive cabinet crises
and changes of government. The govern-
ment structure finally collapsed over the
Algerian question on May 13, 1958. A
threatened coup led Parliament to call on
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Gen. de Gaulle to head the government
and prevent civil war. He became prime
minister in June (at the beginning of the
Fifth Republic) and was elected presi-
dent in December.

On December 5, 1965, for the first
time in this century, the French people
went to the polls to elect a president by
direct ballot. Gen. de Gaulle defeated
Francois Mitterrand with 55% of the
vote. .

Student dissatisfaction and unrest
triggered major disturbances and nation-
wide strikes in May 1968, Students took
over university buildings and battled
police in Paris and other large cities, and
workers occupied factories throughout
the country. The economy was grinding
to a halt, and France seemed on the
brink of chaos. President de Gaulle
dissolved the National Assembly, called
for national elections, and announced his
intention to pursue a policy of sweeping
reform, based on the principle of “par-
ticipation.” The voters, fearing disorder
and a possible Communist takeover,
voted an overwhelming Gaullist majority
into the National Assembly.

In April 1969, President de Gaulle’s
government conducted a.national
referendum on the creation of 21 regions
with limited political powers. On April
27, the government’s proposals were de-
feated (48% in favor, 52% opposed), and
President de Gaulle resigned.

In 1969, a number of candidates
presented themselves in the election for
a new president. Georges Pompidou, a
prime minister under de Gaulle, was sup-
ported not only by the Gaullists but also
by their Independent Republic allies and
some Centrists and was elected with a
58% majority of the votes.

In 1971, Francois Mitterrand
assembled various Socialist groups into a
new unified Socialist Party. The
Socialists, led by Mitterrand, the Com-
munist Party (PCF), headed by Georges
Marchais, and a faction of the Radical
Party reached agreement on a joint pro-
gram on which to base their campaign
for the March 1973 legislative elections.
The union of the left more than doubled
its assembly representation, and
Mitterrand emerged from the campaign
as the left’s chief spokesman.

President Pompidou died in office on
April 2, 1974, and the race to succeed
him split the ruling Gaullist coalition.
The UDR (Gaullist) Party selected
former Prime Minister Chaban-Delmas
ag its candidate, but he was eliminated in
the first round of voting. Valery Giscard
d’Estaing, finance minister in the
Pompidou government and head of the
Gaullist-aligned Independent

Republicans, narrowly. defeated Francois
Mitterrand, who ran as the only can-
didate of the left. On assuming office,
Giscard d’Estaing became the first non-
Gaullist president of the Fifth Republic.

" He appointed Gaullist Jacques Chirac as

prime minister to head a government of
Gaullists, Independent Republicans, Cen-
trists, and nonparty technicians.

Policy differences between President
Giscard d’Estaing and Chirac led to the
latter’s resignation in August 1976,
although the Gaullist Party continued to
support Chirac’s successor, prominent in-
ternational economist Raymond Barre.
Barre’s appointment marked the first
time under the Fifth Republic that
neither the chief of state nor the head of
government was a member of the
Gaullist Party.

A Communist-Socialist coalition in-
tended to confront the parties of the
governing majority in the legislative
elections of March 1978. The Com-
munists, a minority within this union of
the left, broke with the Socialists by
demanding the right to receive key
ministries should the left win and by call-
ing for extensive nationalization of in-
dustries. The breakup of the common
front contributed to the left’s defeat in
the March 1978 elections, with the coali-
tion of the Giscard d’Estaing party
group winning 50.49% of the popular
vote ard electing 291 deputies to the Na-
tional Assembly compared to the
left’s 200. ’ )

In November 1980, Francois
Mitterrand, after fending off a challenge
to his leadership, captured the nomina-
tion as the Socialist Party’s presidential
candidate. A bruising campaign, focusing
on the theme of rising unemployment,
pitted four principal candidates against
each other: Giscard d’Estaing, Jacques
Chirac, Francois Mitterrand, and Com-
munist Party chief Georges Marchais.
Giscard and Mitterrand emerged as the
finalists after a primary round on
April 26, 1981, which also saw the Com-
munist Party’s electoral strength re-
duced to 15% from the PCF’s traditional
20% of the vote. On May 18, 1981,
Francois Mitterrand defeated Giscard
d’Estaing and was elected president with
51.76% of the vote.

On assuming office on May 21, 1981,
President Mitterrand named long-time
Socialist Party leader Pierre Mauroy as
his prime minister and immediately dis-
solved the National Assembly. New
legislative elections were held in June
1981, and Socialist Party candidates and
their allies captured 285 of the 491
parliamentary seats, giving them ab-
solute majority control of the National
Assembly. Communists kept only 44 of
the 86 seats they had held before the
June elections. Four Communist

‘general, declined. Most local elections

ministers were appointed to the govern.
ment. N
During the first year of his presiden.
¢y, Mitterrand enjoyed high public opin. #&
ion ratings. As economic difficultjes
mounted, however, Mitterrand’s
popularity, along with that of the left in #

since 1981 have shown a shift in voter
preferences away from the left, to the
benefit of Centrist and right-wing can.
didates.

Legislative elections are scheduled
for the spring of 1986, and the next
presidential election will be in 1988,

GOVERNMENT

The constitution of the Fifth Republic |
was approved by public referendum on
September 28, 1958. It greatly
strengthened the authority of the ex-
ecutive in relation to Parliament. Under
the constitution, the president is elected
directly for a 7-year term. Presidential
arbitration assures the regular function- §
ing of the public powers and the con-
tinuity of the state. The president names
the prime minister, presides over the
cabinet, commands the armed forces, 3
concludes treaties. The president may
submit questions to a national referen.
dum and can dissolve the National
Assembly. In certain emergency situa-
tions, the president may assume full
powers, The president is thus the domi-
nant element in the constitutional
system. ;
Parliament meets in regular session
twice annually for a maximum of 3
months on each occasion. Special session
are common. Although parliamentary
powers are diminished from those ex-
isting under the Fourth Republic, the
National Assembly can still force the
dissolution of the government or call
elections if an absolute majority of the
total assembly membership votes a cen- B
sure motion. .
The National Assembly is the prin-
cipal legislative body. Its deputies are
directly elected to 5-year terms, and all
seats are voted on in each election.
Senators are chosen by an electoral cob
lege for 9-year terms, and one-third of
the Senate is renewed every 3 years.
The Senate’s legislative powers are
limited, as the National Assembly has
the last word in the event of a disagree-
mient between the two houses. The
government has a strong influence In
shaping the agenda of Parliament. The
government can also link its life to any *
legislative text, and unless a motion of
censure is introduced and voted, the tex}
is considered adopted without a vote.






France maintains an embassy in the
United States at 25356 Belmont Road
NW., Washington, D.C. 20008 (tel.
202-328-2600). Consulates general are
located at Boston, Chicago, Detroit,
Houston, Los Angeles, New Orleans,
New York, San Francisco, and Miramir,
Puerto Rico.

POLITICAL CONDITIONS

Four political groups dominate the
political scene. In the National ‘Assembly
the Socialist Party, led by Lionel Jospin -
who succeeded Mitterrand as first
secretary, holds 267 seats. Nineteen
center-left deputies are also affiliated
with the Socialists. The Chirac-led
Gaullists, also known as the Rally for the
Republic (RPR) and their allies have 90
assembly seats; the UDF federation of .
parties that supported President Giscard
has 63 seats; and the Communist Party -
holds 44. The remaining 9 seats are held
by independents or unaffiliated deputies.

The cabinet, headed by Prime Minister -

Mauroy, is composed of 43 ministers,
junior ministers, and state secretaries, of
- whom 36 are Socialists, 4 (transportation;
employment, vocational training, and
" civil service) are Communists, 2 (educa- -
tion and commerce-crafts) are left
radicals, and 1 {environment) is indepen-
dent left. '

ECONOMY

France is one of the world’s foremost in-
dustrial and agricultural countries. It has
substantial agricultural resources, a
diversified modern industrial system, and
a highly skilled labor force. .
Between 1959 and 1973, the French
economy grew in real terms at an
average annual rate of 5.5%. In late
. 1974, following the energy crisis, the
economy experienced a steep downturn
accompanied by accelerated inflation; ris-
ing unemployment, and large balance-of-
payments deficits. Real growth since.
1973 has averaged 2.4%. In 1981, the .
election of a Socialist President and the
ensuing parliamentary elections that
returned a Socialist majority led to
changes in economic orientation. A
number of large manufacturing firms . .
were nationalized, along with most of the
commercial banking sector. The initial
Socialist policies were stimulative, rely-
ing partly on income redistribution and
partly on increased government spending
with a view to increasing growth and . .
holding down unemployment. These
policies were out of phase with those of

France’s trading partners, and the
resulting increase in import demand was
not offset by an increase in demand for
French exports. By early 1983, the grow-
ing trade deficit and relatively high infla-
tion rate put severe pressure on the cur-
rency. This pressure culminated in a
devaluation in March 1983, which was

. backed up by a classical economic

stabilization plan of reductions in the
budget deficit, spending cuts, increased
taxes, and tlghter monetary and credit
policies.

The short-term goals of these policies
were to bring the trade and current ac-
count deficits back into balance over a
2-year period and to bring price inflation
down into line with France’s trading
partners. The restrictive policies began
to bear fruit quickly on the trade front
as the deficit narrowed substantially in
the fall of 1983. By the year’s end, the
government’s goal of cutting in half the
1982 trade deficit of 92 billion francs had
been marginally exceeded. The French
economy, however, remains vulnerable to
inflation. Although there was indication
of some. slowing: of price rises during the

second half of 1983, the government was

unable to meet its mﬂatlonary targets.
Progress on inflation will depend in

. large part on the development of per-

sonal incomes during 1984. The progress
of wage negoua.tlons is crucial in this
respect and is also of primary importance
to the govemment’s‘medlmn-tenn goal of
improving French industrial com-

petitiveness. The manufacturing sector is’

handicapped by high labor costs and
overstaffing, which is particularly severe
in the steel, coal, shipbuilding, and auto-
mobile sectors. The government is
devoting substantial efforts to try to
cushion the social impact of unemploy-
ment, while. at the same time attempting
to assist the streamlining and moderniza-
tion of the sectors concerned.

Industry o

France’s highly developed and diversi-
fied industrial enterprises generate about
one-third of the GDP and employ about
one-third of the work force. This
distribution is similar to that of other
highly industrialized nations. The govern-
ment is a significant factor in the in-
dustrial sector, both in its planning and
regulatory activities and in its ownership
and operation of important industrial
facilities. Government involvement in in-
dustry has traditionally been strong in
France and was increased by the 1981
nationalizations. Government-owned or
majority-owned enterprises account for
21% of industrial sales, 23% of the in-
dustrial work force, 30% of industrial ex-
ports, and 53% of industrial fixed invest-
ment. The different percentages reflect

the fact that the government-owned part
of industry is concentrated in the large,
capltal -intensive industries. These com-
panies are under the general supervision
of the government, their majority share-
holder, but function independently in
terms of ongoing operations.

The most important -areas of in-
dustrial production include steel and
related products, aluminum, chemicals,
and mechanical and electrical goods.
France has been notably successful in
developing dynamic telecommunications,
aerospace, and weapons sectors. With
virtually no domestic oil production,
France has banked heavily on develop-
ment of nuclear power, which now pro-
duces about 40% of the country s elec-
trical energy.

Compared to an EC average of 43%,
only 20% of the French work force is
unionized. There are several competing
union confederations. The largest, oldest,
and most powerful union is the
Communist-dominated General Labor
Confederation (CGT), followed by the
Workers’ Force (FO) and the French
Democratic Confederation of Labor
(CFDT).

Trade

France is the second largest trading na-
tion in Western Europe (after the
Federal Republic of Germany). Trade
with the enlarged EC accounts for over
one-half of the total. In recent years,
France has sought, with some success, to
expand trade with the Middle East,
Eastern Europe, and the Soviet Union.
It also has active economic relations with
the nations of francophone Africa and
North Africa.

U.S. sales to France have risen
substantially in recent years, principally
in machinery and electrical equipment,
soybeans, chemicals, aircraft, and
aerospace components. Principal French
exports to the United States are iron

" and steel, machinery and electrical equip-
. ment, beverages, and chemicals. Cumula-

tive U.S. direct investment in France
was $9.1 billion at the end of 1981.

Agriculture

A favorable climate, large tracts of fer-
tile land, and the application of modern
technology have combined to make
France the leading agricultural producer
in Western Europe. The European Com-
munity’s (EC) common agricultural policy
also has created a large, easily accessible
market for French products. France is
one of the world’s leading producers of
dairy products and wheat and is basically

)
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self-sufficient in agricultural products,
except for feed compounds and tropical
produce. Although more land is devoted
to pasture and grain, much of France’s
best land is planted in wine grapes in
strictly controlled, small regions.

Balance of Payments

After recording a current account
surplus in 1978 and 1979, France’s exter-
nal account moved into a $4.2 billion
deficit in 1980, generally due to the im-
pact of increased energy costs prices.
This deficit widened rapidly to $4.7
billion in 1981, and to $12 billion in 1982
under the impact of stimulative domestic
economic policies and depressed foreign
demand for French exports. The
devaluation and economic stabilization
program introduced in mid-1983 arrested
the growth of the deficit, which nar-
rowed in the second half of the year, so
that the total was less than half the size
of the previous year. The string of
current-account deficits, however, had to
be financed by capital inflows, so that by
1984, France’s gross foreign debt was
estimated at about $53 billion. Interest
payments on this debt will continue to
add to current account outflows, imply-
ing that France will have to follow
policies that ensure a trade surplus for
several years. '

FOREIGN RELATIONS

A charter member of the United Na-
tions, France holds one of the permanent
geats in the Security Council and is a
member of most of its specialized agen-
cies, including the UN Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCOQ), the International Labour
Organization (ILO), and the World
Health Organization (WHO).

Europe

France is a leader in Western Europe
because of its size, location, strong econo-
my, membership in European organiza-
tions, and energetic diplomacy. Progress
toward European political union has a
high priority. France has made several
proposals to strengthen the institutions
of the EC but does not envision any
significant transfers of its sovereignty to
the Community in the near future.
France also attaches great importance to
Franco-German cooperation as the foun-
dation of efforts to enhance European
union. Both President Mitterrand and
External Relations Minister Cheysson (a
former EC commissioner) strongly sup-
port the Community.

Middle East

France supports the Israeli-Egyptian
peace treaty and Israel’s right to exist
within secure boundaries. President
Mitterrand made an official visit to Israel
in 1982. France also believes in the
necessity for a comprehensive Middle
Eastern peace settlement that would in-
clude Israel’s withdrawal from all oc-
cupied territories and the establishment
of a Palestinian homeland. France con-
tinues its active role in efforts to bring
stability to the Middle East, including.a
major contribution to the UN peacekeep-
ing force in Lebanon and participation in
the Sinai Multinational Force and
observers. In the summer of 1982,
France cooperated with-the United
States, the United Kingdom, and Italy in
putting a muitinational force into Beirut
following the Israeli invasion, French’
policy in the Middle East takes account

of the republic’s interest in ensuring sup-’

plies of Arab oil and access to market.s.

Africa .
France plays a significant role in Africa,
especially in its former colonies, through.
extensive aid programs, commercial ac-
tivities, military agreements, and _
cultural leadership. Key advisory posi-
tions are staffed by French nationals in

. many African countries.. In those former

colonies where French presence remains
important, France contributes to -
political, military, and social stability.
France and the United States cooperated
in assisting the Government of Chad in
halting an invasion by Libyan-Chadian-
opposition forces in 1983. France sent a
large military force to Chad in August
1983.

Asia
France has extensive commercial rela-
tions with Asian countries including
Japan, Korea, Indonesia, and China.
Japanese competition in automobiles,
electronics, and machine tools is a major
economic problem. France is making a
large contribution to resettling Indo-
chinese refugees and is seeking to
?Jroaden its influence with Vietnam and
808,

Latin America

Since the left came to power in 1981,
France has taken a greater interest in
Latin American affairs, particularly Cen-
tral America. Although France and the
United States agree on the need for
strengthening democratic institutions in
the region, there have been important
differences on specific issues. There are

large Latin American exile communities
in France, notably from Argentina and
Chile. French economic interests in the
region are growing but remain only a
small portion of France’s worldwide
economic activities.

'DEFENSE

France is a charter signatory to the
North Atlantic Treaty and a member of
the North Atlantic Council. Since 1966, it
has been outside the NATO integrated
military structures, although it remains a
member of some Alliance military or
quasi-military bodies. In addition, France
maintains liaison missions with the major
NATO commands and is represented in
NATO political groups such as the North
Atlantic Council and its subordinate
bodies. _

French military doctrine is based on
the concept of national independence. Its
armed forces are subject to national com-
mand, and any decision to cooperate with
France’s allies is subject to the sovereign
decision of the French president. The
French Army maintains one of its corps
in the Federal Republic of Germany, in
addition to two corps stationed in France
near its eastern and northern borders.

France is linked to its European

: Travel Notes

Customs: US citizens visiting for less than 3
months need only present a valid passport.
No visa or vaccination is required. Travelers
must declare goods carried in hand or in bag-
gage and pass through customs inspection.

Clothing: Clothing needs are similar to those
in Washington, DC.

" Health: No special precautions are needed. -

Standards of medical care are usually ac-
ceptable. The American Hospital of Paris is
located at 63 Boulevard Victor-Hugo, 9200
Neuilly sur Seine (tel. 747-5300).

Teléecommunications: Domestic and interna-

- tional telephone, telegraph, and cable com-

munications are good. Paris is six time zones

" ahead of the eastern US.

Transportation: Streetcars and buses offer
good transportation in all large French cities.
Paris has an excellent subway system and
local rail services. Taxis are available at
moderate rates in all cities. Good air and rail-
way service is available to all parts of France
and other European capitals.

Holidays and closing hours: July 14, Bastille
Day, is the national holiday. Shops and other
businesses close from 1:00 to 8:00 pm daily.
Many establishments in Paris and other cities
are closed during August.




neighbors through the 1948 Treaty of
Brussels and the 1954 Paris Accords. It
is a member of the Western European
Union and has a close bilateral security
relationship with the Federal Republic of
Germany based on the 1963 Elysee
Treaty.

The F'rench maintain a strategic
nuclear triad of manned bombers, land-
based TRBMs and SSBNs. It is modern-
izing its nueclear forces, and a sixth
SSBN will be launched in 1985.

France is also reorganizing its army.
When this reform is completed in 1985,
the army will regroup five divisions into
a rapid action force designed to be able
to intervene rapidly in a European con-
flict or overseas if necessary. Its navy of
210 oceangoing ships with 200 combat
aireraft is the largest in Western
Europe. The French Air Force has about
972 aircraft in operational units.

France participates in the Committee
on Disarmament in Geneva and in the
Conference on Disarmament in Europe.
France is not a signatory to the Limited
Test Ban Treaty and conducts nuclear
testing underground at its South Pacific
, test site. France has not adhered to the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty but
conduects itself in accordance with the
terms of the treaty. The French Govern-
ment endorsed the SALT II Treaty. The
French strongly support the process of
U.S.-Soviet nuclear arms control, but
they object to inclusion of any French
forces in these negotiations.

U.S.-FRENCH RELATIONS

Relations between the United States and
F'rance are active and cordial. Since
Francois Mitterrand’s presidential vie-
tory, he has met with President Reagan
on numerous occasions, including a 7-day
state visit to the United States in March
1984, Bilateral contact at the vice
presidential and cabinet level is frequent.

France and the United States are
allies who share common values and have
parallel policies on many political, eco-
nomic, and security issues. Differences
are discussed frankly when they develop
and have not been allowed to impair the
pattern of close cooperation that
characterizes relations between the two
countries,

Principal U.S. Officials

Ambassador—Evan G. Galbraith
Deputy Chief of Mission—John
J. Maresca
Minister-Counselor for Economic Affairs
—Michael E. Ely (Gerald Rosen, due
to arrive in September 1984)
Counselor for Political Affairs—Adrian
A. Basora
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: POINTE DU HOC
: WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1984

We are here to mark that day in history when the Allied
armies joined in battle to réclaim this continent to liberty.

For 4 long years, much ofﬁEu%bée had been under a terrible

shadow. Free nations.had fallen, Jews cried out in the camps,

millions crifd out for liberation. Europe was enslaved, and the
PANCE for 4 ' -

world for its rescue. Here, in Normandy, the rescue

began. Here the West stood, éﬁd foughtﬂggéinst tyranny in a

giant undertaking'unparalleied in humaﬁ history.

We stand on a lonely, windswept point on the northern shore
of France. As I speak, the air is soft and full of sunlight.

But 40 years ago at this moment, the éir was dense with smoke and
the cries of men, the air was filled with the crack of rifle fire
and the gggglof cannons. At dawn on the morning of the 6th of
June,11944, 225 American Rangers jumped off a British ianding
éraft and ran to fhe bottom of these cliffs. Their mission was
one of the mosf difficult-and daring of the Invasion: to climb
these sheer and desolate cliffs and take o;t the enemy guns. The
Allies had been told fhat the mightiest of those guns.were'here,
and they would‘be trained on the beaches to stop the'Allied-
advance.

The Rangers looked up and saw the enemy soldiers af the edge
of the cliffs shooting down at them with machine guns and
throwing grenades. 2And the American Rangers began to climb.

They shot ropeAladders over the f;ce of these cliffs and they
began to pull themselves up. And when one Ranger would fall

another would take -his place, and when one rope was cut a Ranger

-~
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woﬁld grab another and begin his climb again. They.ciimbed and
shot back and held their footing; and in time the enémy pulled
back; in time the Rangers held the cliffs; and goon,yéne.by one,
the Rangers pulled themselves over the top ‘; and in seizing the
firm land at the top of thesé‘éliffs they began to séize'back the
continent of Europe. _

Forty yearé ago as I speak they were fighting ta hold these
cliffs. They had radioed-back and asked for reinforcements.

They were told: There aren't‘éhy. But~they did not give up. It

was not in them to give up.— They would not be turned back; they
held the cliffs.

Two-hundred twenty-five came here. After a day of fighting
only 90 could still bear arms.

I-stand here today before the survivors of that battle.
These are the boys of Pointe du Hoc.- These are the men who took
the cliffs. These are the champions who helped free a continent;
these are the heroes who helped end a war.

Gentlemen}’I look at 'you andlI think of the words of Stephen
Spender's poem. You are men who in your "lives fought for
1ife . . . and left the vivid air signed with your honor.”

And I think I know what you're thinking riéht now. You're
thinking,."Butfve_were just part of é‘bigger effort, and everyope_
was brave that day." | -

Eﬁeryone was. The heroism of all the Allies of D-Day was-
bouﬁdless, but there.was another quality to it, not only of size
but of spirit.

Do you remember Bill Millin of the 51st Scottish

Highlanders? Forty years ago today, British troops were pinned

-~
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down neer a bridge outside Caen. fhey were waiting desperately
_for reinforcements, when suddenly they heard the soued of
bagpipes wafting through the air. Some of them thought it was a
dream. But they looked up, and there was Bill Millin with his
bagpipes, marching at the heediof the reinforcements, ignoring
the smack of the bullets into the sand around him. Lord Lovat
was wifﬁ him -- Lord Lovat of England, leading his commandos.
When he got to the bridge iord Lovat calmly announced, "Sorry I'm
a few minutes late." 2As 1if he'd been di}ayed by bad weather or a
traffic.jem. When in truth he'd just come.}rom the bloody
' fighting on Sword Beach, which he and his men had just taken.
There was the young Frenchman, Michel de Vallavielle, who
had been confined by the Germans in his home. When the Invasion
began he defied the enemy patrols, broke the curfew, and ran to
the beach to tell the Allied troops where the enemy guns were
hidden. .

' fhere was Lieutenant quonel Benjamin Vandervoort of the All
American 82nd Airborne, who'brokelhis leg when he parachuted on
to French soil, So he commandeered a smali farm’carf and ordered
his men to wheel him on to the battlefield.

There was the impossible valor of the Poles,'who.threw.
‘ themselves between the enemy and the rest of Europe as the

Invasion took hold. r passed cou age of the
R NI o Ty e S ot

" Canadians, the—only--troops-who kne ybwnuld~iece
eaxs before, theix- countrymen ‘
* ﬁ ? Delebe
e. They knew what awaited them
here, but they would not be deterred, and once they hit Juno

Beach they never looked back.
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The men of Normandy were part of a roll call of hbnér; with
names that spoke of a pride as bright as the colors they bore:
the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, Poland's 24th Lancers, the Royal Scots
Fusiliers, the 2nd Ranger Battalion, the Yeoﬁen of England's
armoured divisions, the forcés:of Free France, the Régimént
de Chars de Combat, the Screaming Eagles . . . |

Wwhat inspired the men of the armies that met here? What

impelled them to put all thought of self-preservation behind, and

risk their lives to take these beaches and hold these cliffs?

- e -

It was faith and belief;:it was léfalty and love. It was
faith that what they were doing was right, faith that they fought
for all humanity, faith that a jusf God would grant them mercy on
this beachhead -- or the next. It was the deep knowledge (and
pray God we have not lost it) thét there is a profound moral
differenée between the use of force for liberation and the use of
force for conguest. They were here to liberate, not to conqguer,
and so they did not doubt their cause. And they were fight not
to doubt. ‘ |

They knew that some things aré-worth dying for -- that one's
couhtry is wérth dying ﬁor and that democracy is worth dying for,
because it is the most deeply honorable form of Government evér
devised b§ man. They loved liberty énd they were happy to fiéht )
tyraﬂny. And they knew the peoplé.of their countries were behind
them.

A The Americans who fought here that mdrning knew that word of
the Invaéion was spreading througﬂ the darkness back home. And
they knew in their hearts, though they could not know in fact,

that in Georgia they were filling the churches at 4 a.m., and in

-
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Kansas they were kneeling on their porches and praying, and in
.Philadelphia they were ringing the Liberty Bell,

Something else helped the men of D-Day. It was the rockhard
belief that Providence would-have a great hand in the events that
‘'would unfold here:; that God Qaé an ally in this great cause.

And, so, the night before.the Invaéion, when Colonel Wolverton
asked his pérachute troops to kneel with him in prayer he told
them: Do not bow your heads but look up so you can see God and
ask His blessing in what we argzabout't% §§, And" in another part
of England that night General Mathew Riggeway tosséd on his cot

" and talked to his God and listened for the promise made to
Joshua: "I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee."

These are -the things that impelléd them; these are the
things that shaped the unity of the West. And with that unity
the West could not be stopped.

When the war was over there were lives to be rebuilt and
gbvernments to be returned to the people -- there were nations to
be reborn and éﬁove all,.ﬁhere waé a new peace to be assured.
These were huge and daunting tasks. But tie Allies gummoned
strength from the faifh and belief and loyalty and love of  those
who fell here. And they rebuilt a new Europe together.

’ There was first a great reconciliation, not only of those |
: who had been enemies in the war, bﬁt also of those natiohs which
" had been torn for centuries by rivalries of territory and
religion and power. - Those rivalries were interred on these
beaches. |

Inspired by the gallantry of the men who fought the war, the

United States created the Marshall Plan to help rebuild our

-~
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allies and our former enemies. The Marshall Plan led:fo’the
Atlantic Alliance -- a great alliance thét functions to this day
as a shield for democracy and for prosperity. S

In spite of our great efforts and our great-sucCesses, not
all of what followed the end?bf the war was happy, or plénned.
Some of the countries that had been liberated were iqsf. The
great sadness of that fact echoes down to our own time in the
streets of Warsaw, Prague, and East Berlin. The Soviet troops

that came to the center of thigtcontinegﬁ did not’ leave when

P
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peace came. They are there to this dé&;iuninvited, unwanted, and
unyielding almost 40 years after the war.

Because of this, Allied forces still stand on this
continent. But our armies are here only to protect and defend
democracy -- and never to take land that is not ours. Tﬁe only
land we ﬁold is the graveyards where our heroes rest.

We in America have learned the bitter lessons of two world
wars: that it is better to be here and ready to presefve and

protect the péace, than to take biind shelter in- cross

the sea, rushing to respond only after freedon
have 1earned-that isoigtionism never was and never will be an
acceptable response to tyrannical governments with expansioniét
intent. | |

But we try always. to prepare for peace. . That is why we
maintain our defenses and that is why we have tried to negotiate

ety

the sentred: of arms.:

In fruth there is no reconciiiation we would welcome more

than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so that together we

carr lessen the chance of conflict, now and forever. it

. L— :_I“’S“”\' )
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I hell you from my heart that we in the United States do not
‘want war. We want to wipe from the face of the Earth the
terrible weapons man now has in his hands. I tell you we are
ready to seize that beachhead -~ but there must be some sign from
the Soviet Union that they a%eﬂwilling to move forward, that they"
share our desirg and love.for peacé, that they will give up the
ways of.conquest. There must be a changing there that will allow
us to turn our hope into action.

We will pray forever that some day..that changing will come.
-t P SR

But for now -- and particularly today’;— it is gooa and fitting
" for us to renew our commitment to each other, to our freedom, and
to the alliance that protects it.

We are bound still by what bound us 40 years ago, bound by
the same loyalties, traditions and beliefs. We are bound by
reality: The strength of America's a}lies is still vital to the
future af the United States. And the American securitf guarantee
is still essential to the continued freedom of Europe's
democracies. The Allles‘of 40 years ago are allies still. Your
destiny is our destlny, and your hopes are our hopes.

Here, in this plaqe where the West stood together,.let us
make a vow to our dead. Let us show them by our écﬁiéns that we
understand what they died for; let our actions say to them the
words for which Mathew_ Ridgeway liétehed: "I will not fail thee
nor forsake thee."

Strengthened by- their courage, heartened by their valor and

‘*' 9&Aauvt9. Shea'gee -
. Bboxme by their memexy, let us continue to stand for the ideals
for which they lived and died.

- Thank you all very much.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: POINTE DU HOC
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1984

We are here to mark that day in history when the Allied

armies joined in battle to reclaim this continent to liberty.
For 4 long years, much of Europe had been under a terrible
shadow. Free nations had fallen, Jews cried out in the camps,
millions cried out for liberation. Europe was enslaved, and the
world prayed for its rescue. Here, in Normandy, the rescue
began. Here the West stood, and fought against tyranny in a
giant undertaking unparalleled in human history.

We stand on a lonely, windswept point on the northern shore
of France. As I speak, the air is soft and full of sunlight.

But 40 years ago at this moment, the air was dense with smoke and
the cries of men, the air was filled with the crack of rifle fire
and the roar of cannon. At dawn on the morning of the 6th of
June, 1944, 225 American Rangers jumped off a British landing
craft and ran to the bottom of these cliffs. Their mission was
one of the most difficult and daring of the Invasion: to climb
these sheer and desolate cliffs and take out the enemy guns. The
Allies had been told that the mightiest of those guns were here,
and they would be trained on the beaches to stop the Allied
advance.

The Rangers looked up and saw the enemy soldiers at the edge
of the cliffs shooting down at them with machine guns and
throwing grenades. And the American Rangers began to climb.

They shot rope ladders over the face of these cliffs and they
began to pull themselves up. And when one Ranger would fall

another would take his place, and when one rope was cut a Ranger
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would grab another and begin his climb again. They climbed and
shot back and held their footing; and in time the enemy pulled
back; in time the Rangers held the cliffs; and soon, one by one,
the Rangers pulled themselves over the top -- and in seizing the
firm land at the top of these cliffs they began to seize back the
continent of Europe.

Forty years ago as I speak they were fighting to hold these
cliffs,” They had radioed back and asked for reinforcements.

They were told: There aren't any. But they did not give up. It
was not in them to give up. They would not be turned back; they
held the cliffs.

Two hundred twenty~five came here. After a day of fighting
only 90 could still bear arms.

Behind me is a memorial that symbolizes the Ranger daggers
that were thrust into the top of these cliffs. And before me are
the men who put them there.

These are the boys of Pointe du Hoc. These are the men who
took the cliffs. These are the champions who helped free a
continent; these are the heroes who helped end a war.

Gentlemen, I look at you and I think of the words of Stephen
Spender's poem. You are men who in your "lives fought for
life . . . and left the vivid air signed with (your) honor."

And I think I know what you're thinking right now. You're
thinking, "But we were just part of a bigger effort, and everyone
was brave that day."

Everyone was. The heroism of all the Allies of D-Day was
boundless, but there was another quality to it, not only of size

but of spirit.
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Do you remember the story of Bill Millin of the
51st Scottish Highlanders? Forty years ago today, British troops
were pinned down near a bridge and waiting desperately for
reinforcements. Suddenly they heard the sound of bagpipes wafting
through the air. Some of them thought it was a dream. But they
looked up, and there was Bill Millin with his bagpipes, marching
at the head of the reinforcements, ignoring the smack of the
bullets into the sand around him. Lord Lovat was with him --
Lord Lovat of England, who calmly announced when he got to the
bridge, "Sorry I'm a few minutes late."™ As if he'd been delayed
by bad weather or a traffic jam. When in truth he'd just come
from the bloody fighting on Sword Beach, which he and his men had
just taken. '

There was Lieutenanf Colonel Benjamin Vandervoort of the All
American 82nd Airborne, who broke his leg when he parachuted on
to French soil. So he commandeered a small farm cart and ordered
his men to wheel him on to the battlefield.

There was the impossible valor of the Poles, who threw
themselves between the enemy and the rest of Europe as the
Invasion took hold. And the unsurpassed courage of the
Canadians, the only troops who knew exactly what they would face
when they hit the beaches. Two years before, their countrymen
had been slaughtered at Dieppe. They knew what awaited them
here, but they would not be deterred, and once they hit Juno

Beach they never looked back.

All of these men were part of a rollcall of honor, with
names that spoke of a pride as bright as the colors they bore:

the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, Poland's 24th Lancers, the Royal Scots
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Fusiliers, the Screaming Eagles, the Yeomen of England's armoured
divisions, the forces of Free France, the Regiment de Chars de
COWPa? . .-.~and you, the American Rangers.

Forty summers have passed since the battle you fought here.
You were young the day you took these cliffs ~- some of you were
hardly more than boys, with the deepest joys of life before you.
Yet you risked everything here. We think of that and we ask:

Why did you do it? What impelled you to put all thought of
self-preservation behind and risk your lives to take these
cliffs? What inspired all of the men of the armies that met
here?

We look at you . . . and somehow we know the answer.

It was faith and belief; it was loyalty and love.

The men of Normandy had faith that what they were doing was
right, faith that they fought for all humanity, faith that a just
God would grant them mercy on this beachhead -- or the next.

It was the deep knowledge (and pray God we have not lost it) that
there is a profound moral difference between the use of force for
liberation and the use of force for conguest. They were here to

liberate, not to conquer, and so they did not doubt their cause.

And they were right not to doubt.

They knew that some things are worth dying for -- that one's
country is worth dying for and that democracy is worth dying for,
because it is the most deeply honorable form of Government ever
devised by man. They loved liberty and they were happy to fight
tyranny. 2And they knew the peéple of their countries were behind

them.
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The Americans who fought here that morning knew that word of
the Invasion was spreading through the darkness back home. And
they knew in their hearts, though they could not know in fact,
éh;t in Geérgia they were filling the churches at 4 a.m., and in
Kansas they were kneeling on their porches and praying, and in
Philadelphia they were ringing the Liberty Bell.

Something else helped the men of D-Day. It was the rockhard
belief that Providence would have a great hand in the events that
would unfold here; that God was an ally in this great cause.

And, so, the night before the Invasion, when Colonel Wolverton
asked his parachute troops to kneel with him in prayer he told
them: Do not bow your heads but look up so you can see God and
ask His blessing in what we are about to do. And in another part
of England that night General Mathew Ridgeway tossed on his cot
and talked to his God and listened for the promise made to
Joshua: "I will not fail thee nor forsake thee."”

These are the things that impelled them; these are the
things that shaped the unity of the West.

When the war was over there were lives to be rebuilt and
governments to be returned to the people -- there were nations to
be reborn and above all, there was a new peace to be assured.
These were huge and daunting tasks. But the Allies summoned
strength from the faith and belief and loyalty and love of those
who fell here. And they rebuilt a new Europe together.

There was first a great reconciliation, not only of those
who had beén enemies in the war, but also of those nations which

had been torn for centuries by rivalries of territory and
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religion and power. Those rivalries were interred on these
beaches.

) The United States did its part by creating the Marshall Plan
to help rebuild our allies and our former enemies. The Marshall
Plan led to the Atlantic Alliance -- a great alliance that
functions to this day as a shield for democracy and for
prosperity.

In spite of our great efforts and our great successes, not
all of what followed the end of the war was happy, or planned.
Some of the countries that had been liberated were lost. The
great sadness of that fact echoes down to our own time in the
streets of Warsaw, Prague, and East Berlin. The Soviet troops
that came to the center of this continent did not leave when
peace came. They are there to this day, uninvited, unwanted, and
unyielding almost 40 years after the war.

Because of this, Allied forces still stand on this
continent. Today, as 40 years ago, our armies are here for only
one purpose -- to protect and defend democracy. The only
territories we hold are the graveyards where our heroes rest.

We in America have learned the bitter lessons of two world
wars: that it is better to be here and ready to preserve and
protect the peace, than to take blind shelter in our homes across
the sea, rushing to respond only after freedom has been lost. We
have learned that isolationism never was and never will be an
acceptable response to tyrannical governments with expansionist

intent.
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But we try always to prepare for peace. That is why we
maintain our defenses and that is why we have tried to negotiate
the_reduction of arms.

In truth there is no reconciliation we would welcome more
than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so that together we
can lessen the chance of conflict, now and forever.

I tell you from my heart that we in the United Statés do not
want war. We want to wipe from the face of the Earth the
terrible weapons man now has in his hands. I tell you we are
ready to seize that beachhead -- but there must be some sign from
the Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, that they
share our desire and love for peace, that they will give up the
ways of conquest. There must be é-changing there that will allow
us to turn our hope into action.

We will pray forever that some day that changing will come.
But for now —-- and particularly today -- it is good and fitting
for us to renew our commitment to each other, to our freedom, and
to the alliance that protects it.

We are bound still by what bound us 40 years ago, bound by
the same loyalties, traditions and beliefs. We are bound by
reality: The strength of America's allies is vital to the United
States, and the American security guarantee is essential to the
continued freedom of Europe's democracies. The Allies of
40 years ago are allies sfill. Your destiny is our destiny, and
your hopes are our hopes.

Here, in this place where the West stood together, let us
make a vow to our dead. Let us show them by our actions that we

understand what they died for; let our actions say to them the
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words for which Mathew Ridgeway listened: "I will not fail thee
nor forsake thee."

Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their valor and

borne by their memory, let us continue to stand for the ideals
for which they lived and died.

Thank you all very much.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: POINTE DU HOC
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We are here to mark that day in history when the Allied
armies joined in battle to reclaim this continent to liberty.

For 4 long years, much of Europe had been under a terrible
shadow. Free nations had fallen, Jews cried out in the camps,
millions cried out for liberation. Europe was enslaved, and the
world prayed for its rescue. Here, in Normandy, the rescue
began. Here the Allies stood, and fought against tyranny in a
giant undertaking unparalleled in human history.

We stand on a lonely, windswept point on the northern shore
of France. The air is soft, but, 40 years ago at this moment,
the air was dense with smoke and the cries of men; the air was
filled with the crack of rifle fire and the roar of cannon. At
dawn on the morning of the 6th of June, 1944, 225 American
Rangers jumped off the British landing craft and ran to the
bottom of these cliffs. Their mission was one of the most
difficult and daring of the Invasion: to climb these sheer and
desolate cliffs and take out the enemy guns. The Allies had been
told that some of the mightiest of those guns were here, and they
would be trained on the beaches to stop the Allied advance.

The Rangers looked up and saw the enemy soldiers at the edge
of the cliffs shooting down at them with machine guns and
throwing grenades. And the American Rangers began to climb.

They shot rope ladders over the face of these lifo and jhey™

began to pull themselves up. When one Ranger wouwrd=f=ll, another
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would take his place; «md= when one rope was cut a Ranger would
grab another and beéin his climb again. They climbed, shot back
and held their footing; soon, one by one, the Rangers pulled
themselves over the top -- and in seizing the firm land at the
top of these cliffs they began to seize back the Continent of
Europe.

Two hundred twenty-five came here. After two days of
fighting, only 90 could still bear arms.

Behind me is a memorial that symbolizes the Ranger daggers
that were thrust into the top of these cliffs. And before me are
the men who put them there.

These are the boys of Pointe du Hoc. These are the men who
took the cliffs. These are the champions who helped free a
continent; these are the heroes who helped end a war.

Gentlemen, I look at you and I think of the words of Stephen
Spender's poem. You are men who in your "lives fought for
life . . . and left the vivid air signed with [your] honor."

I think I know what you may be thinking right now: "We were
just part of a bigger efforti &and¢ everyone was brave that'day."

Everyone was. Do you remember the story of Bill Millin of
the 51st Highlanders? Forty yearg ago today, British troops were
pinned down near a bridge, waltlng desperately for £WQ#

:§>and

reiniencenonlis . Suddenly, they heard the soun of bagpipe
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ground around him. Lord Lovat was with him -- Lord Lovat of
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Scotland, who calmly announced when he got to the bridge: Sorry
I'm a few minutes late, as if he'd been delayed by a traffic

jam =~ when in truth he'd just come from the bloody fighting on
Sword Beach, which he and his men had just taken.

There was the impossible valor of the Poles, who threw
themselves between the enemy and the rest of Europe as the
Invasion took hold. And the unsurpassed courage of the
Canadians, who had already seen the horrors of war on this coast.
They knew what awaited them her%g'but they would not be deterred;
once they hit Juno Beach they never looked back.

All of these men were part of a rollcall of honor, with
names that spoke of a pride as bright as the colors they bore:
the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, Poland's 24th Lancers, the Royal Scots
Fusi}iers, the Screaming Eagles, the Yeomen of England's armoured
divisions, the forces of Free France, the Coast Guardg“Matchbox
Fleet" . . . and you, the American Rangers.

Forty summers have passed since the battle you fought here.
You were young the day you took these cliffs -- some of you were
hardly more than boys, with the deepest joys of life before you.
Yet you risked everything here. Why? Why did you do it? What
impelled you to putfghe instinct fof.self-préservati6ﬁ\éé£§é>§nd

risk your lives to take these cliffs? What inspired all the men

of the armies that met here?

We look at you, and somehow we know the answer.

It was‘faith and belief; i%’wgg loyalty and love.
A A



Page 4

The men of Normandy had faith that what they were doing was
right, faith that they fought for all humanity, faith that a just
God would grant them mercy on this beachhead -- or on the next.
It was the deep knowledge, and pray God we have not lost it, that
there is a profouﬁi}moral difference between the use of force for
liberation and the use of force for conquest. They were here to
liberate, not to conquer, and so they did not doubt their cause.
And they were right not to doubt.

They knew &hat some things are worth dying for: one's
country is worth dying for; and democracy is worth dying for,
because it is the most deeply honorable form of government ever
devised by man. They loved liberty; they were willing to fight
tyranny; they knew the people of their countries were behind
them.

The Americans who fought here that morning knew word of the
Invasion was spreading through the darkness back home. They felt
in their hearts, though they could not know in fact, that in
Georgia they were filling the churches at 4 a.m., in Kansas they
were kneeling on their porches and praying, and in Philadelphia
they were ringing the Liberty Bell.

Something else helped the men of D-Day: Their rockhard
belief that Providence would have a great hand in the events that
would unfold here; that God was an ally in this great cause.

And, so, the night before the Invasion, when Colonel Wolverton
asked his parachute troops to kneel with him in prayer he told
them: Do not bow your heads but look up so you can see God and

ask His blessing in what we are about to do. Also iscuBreiend
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@eod for the promisehmade to Joshua: "I will not fail thee nor

that night, General ﬁatthew Ridgway

forsake thee."

These are the things that impelled them; these are the
things that shaped the unity of the Allies.

When the war was over there were lives to be rebuilt and
governments to be returned to the people. There were nations to
be reborn. Above all, there was a new peace to be assured.
These were huge and daunting tasks. But the Allies summoned
strength from the faith, belief, loyalty and love of those who
fell here. They rebuilt a new Europe together.

There was first a great reconciliation among those who had

been enemies, all of whom had suffered so greatly.

e T RV % S et iy
. R ' 2
i AT e pre A Y A TR Tt TS x

*ﬂw.g’wt .

¢ The United States did its part, creating the Marshall Plan
to help rebuild our allies and our former enemies. The Marshall
Plan led to the Atlantic Alliance -~ a great allianceﬁ:?at serves
to this day as our shield for freedom, for prosperityc‘for peace.

In spite of our great efforts and successes, not all that

followed the end of the war was happy, or planned. Some
liberated countries were lost. The great sadness of this loss
echoes down to our own time in the streets of Warsaw, Prague, and
East Berlin. The Soviet troops that came to the center of this
continent did not leave when peace came. They are still there,
uninvited, unwanted, -and unyieldingsalmost 40 years after the
war.

Because of this, Allied forces still stand on this

continent. Today, as 40 years ago, our armies are here for only
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one purpose -- to protect and defend democracy. The only
territories we hold are memorials like this one and the
graveyards where our heroes rest.

We in America have learned bitter lessons from two world
wars: It is better to be here, ready to protect the peace, than
to take blind shelter across the sea, rushing to respond only
after freedom is lost. We have learned that isolationism never
was and never will be an acceptable response to tyrannical
governments with expansionist intent.

But we try always to be prepared for peace; prepared to
deter aggression; prepared _to negotiate the reduction of arms;
and, yes, prepared to~iu§h out again in the spirit of
reconciliation.

In truth, there is no reconciliation we would welcome more
than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so)togethe?)we can
lessen the risks of war, now and forever.

It is fitting to remember here the great losses also
suffered by the Russian people during World War II: 20 million
perished, a terrible price that testifies to all the world the
necessity of avoiding war.

I tell you from my heart that we in the United States do not
want war. We want to wipe from the face of the Earth the
terrible weapons man now has in his hands. I tell you we are
ready to seize that beachhead -- but there must be some sign from
the Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, that they

share our desire and love for peace, that they will give up the
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ways of conquest. There must be a changing there that will allow
us to turn our hope into action.

We will pray forever that some day that changing will come.
But for now, particularly today, it is good and fitting ﬁéﬁ;g; to
renew our commitment to each other, to our freedom, and to the
alliance that protects it.

We are bound today by what bound us 40 years ago, the same
loyalties, traditions and beliefs. And we are bound by reality:
The strength of America's allies is vital to the United States,
and the American security guarantee is essential to the continued
freedom of Europe's democracies. We were with you then; we are
with you now. Your hopes are our hopes, and your destiny is our
destiny.

Here, in this place where the West held together, let us
make a vow to our dead. Let us show them by our actions that we
understand what they died for; let our actions say to them the
words for which Matthew Ridgway listened: "I will not fail thee
nor forsake thee."

Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their valor and
borne by their memory, let us continue to stand for the ideals
for which they lived and died.

Thank you all very much.






