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(Myer/RR)
May 30,1984
2:00 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: U.S. EMBASSY PERSONNEL IN LONDON
SUNDAY, JUNE 10, 1984

Mr. Secretary and Mrs. Shultz, Mr. Ambassador and
Mrs. Price, and members of the Embassy: Nancy and I are grateful
that so many of you could be here today. We want to expresé éﬁr
heartfelt thanks for your warm welcome and for ail ybu have‘done
to make our visit a success. It has been a truly outstanding‘
visit, and one which I know has required ﬁuch work from éll'of
you. Thank'you for a tough job extremely well done.

I know that the number of official visits to London is
almost overwhelming, but this Embassy always rises to the
challenge. Your good work and cheerful hospitality are
well-known to Washingtonians, and I'm sure that helps explain why
you see so many of us so frequently.

Great Britain and the United States are kindred nations of
like-minded people. We defend the same causes, face fhe séme |
dangers, and value the same friendships. These bonds between
trusted friends are very special and must never be broken.

You play a vital role in all of this, and I'm delighted that
Anglo-American cooperation and consultation have never been
closer. We are grateful for your many efforts.

This has been a particularly busy year for the
Atlantic Alliance -- and a successful one. Despite unprecedented
Soviet propaganda and attempts at political intimidation, the

Alliance has remained steadfast in its determination to defend
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Europe and preserve peace. There is no doubt that NATO will
continue to meet its responsibilities.

The Summit we Jjust concluded exemplified the unity of the
Western industrialized nations and of our resolve to advance our
common interests. Today, I am more convinced than ever of the
importance of an open international trading system, and confident
of the prospects for full Western economic recovery.

If I may, I'd like to speak for a moment on a subject that
concerns me greatly. With tragic frequency, your colleagues
have given their lives in the service of our Nation. The lists
of names on the memorial plaques in the State Department and
other agencies grow longer. The bombing of our Embassy in Beirut
remains a vivid memory. Last month, two American officers in
southern Africa, working for peace and freedom, paid the ultimate
sacrifice. And more recently, you witnessed terrorism right here
in London.

Your jobs are not easy. And more than ever, we look to the
men and women of the Foreign Service, and the many other agencies
that serve us abroad. The hard work of diplomacy is the work of
peacemakers -- work that often takes place ih difficult and
dangerous settings. I want to assure you that we are doing
everything possible to provide for your safety. And I want to
tell you that the American people deeply appreciate your

dedication and selfless service.

Finally, I would like to thank our Foreign Service nationals
who serve us so well. Your important contributions to the

Anglo-American partnership are sincerely appreciated.
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Ambassadors and other American officials come and go, and it's
your continuity that keeps everything running smoothly. And
nobody knows that better than Miss Joan Auten. Miss Auten, would
you please join me up here.

During Miss Auten's distinguished career spanning nearly
44 years, she has served 14 American Ambassadors to the Court of
Saint James. During World War II, Miss Auten was instrumental in
arranging the evacuation of children to the United States for
safekeeping. Since those early days of service, she has played a
leading role in promoting friendship and dialogue between our two
democracies. As Senator Howard Baker once remarked on the floor
of the United States Senate, " (You have) probably done more to
foster the friendship between Great Britain and the United States
in the past 40 years than all the diplomats of either country put
together. ™ -

Miss Auten, I believe that I speak for everyone here
today -- and all those who have served or passed through the
Court of Saint Jahes during the past 44 years -- in expressing my
deep appreciation for your faithful and devoted service. And
now, it is an honor to present you one of the highest civilian
awards that can be conferred by the United States: The

President's Special Award for Exceptional Service.
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President George Bush. FitzGerald’s foreign policy positions have often coincided with those
of the United States: he publicly condemned the 1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and
supported the subsequent Olympic boycott and grain embargo. He does not hesitate to
disagree with US policies, however, and he has publicly criticized US actions in Central
America. FitzGerald was reluctant to take any measures in response to the Soviet downing
. of a South Korean airliner in 1983. He opposes Irish membership in any military alliance,
favoring the continuation of his country’s Westward-leaning neutrality

The Northern Ireland Problem

FitzGerald supports the peaceful unification of Ireland. He has long been critical of
terrorist activities, and he has publicly denounced the Provisional Irish Republican Army for
waging “a campaign of sectarian genocide against the Protestants.” He has often appealed
to Americans to refuse to contribute funds to organizations linked to terrorism in Ulstcr_

To achieve peaceful unification, FitzGerald advocates cooperation between Dublin and
both the British Government and moderate political forces in Ulster. He has met with
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher twice: in November 1981 and in November
1983. At the first meeting the two leaders agreed to establish an Anglo-Irish
intergovernmental council as a framework for bilateral consultations, and at the second
session they reviewed the accomplishments of the council. FitzGerald has called for changes
in the Irish Constitution that would make unification more attractive to the Protestants in
the North)

In early 1983 FitzGerald was a leading proponent of the establishment of the Forum
for a New Ireland, a group open to any party disavowing the use of viclence and having
elected representatives in either the Republic of Ireland or Ulster. He has asserted that the
creation of the forum demonstrated to the “men of violence™ in the North that Ireland’s
future will be built by the ballot box and not the bullet. The forum met between May 1983
and early February 1984 and is now drafting a report on its proposed new solution to the
Northern Ireland problem; the report is expected to be released in March.

FitzGerald holds a law degree and a Ph.D. in economics. First elected to the Dail in
1969, he served during 1973-77 as Foreign Minister (a post his father, Desmond, had held
during the 1920s and 1930s). FitzGerald was elected leader of Fine Gael in 1977, after the
party suffered an unexpected and devastaling election defeat. He is widely credited in
Ireland with converting the once disorganized party into a formidable political power.
During June 1981-March 1982 he led a minority coalition government that fell after losing
a budget vote in the Dail.

27 February 1984
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