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UNCLASSiflEP{WITH CONFIDCNTIAL 

DRAFT ATTACHMENT) 

WANG j4744C 

NEA PRESS GUIDANCE July 21, 1983 

RELE~SE OF DAVID DODGE __ _..____._ __ .....__._..._ ____ , 
David Dodge, who was kidnapped last July 19 from the 

campus of the American University of Beirut where he was 
serving as Acting President, has been released. The Government 

• of the United States is grateful to Syrian President Hafez 
al-~ssad and to Dr. Rifaat al-Assad for the humanitarian 
efforts they undertook which led to Mr. Dodge's release. 

The President is deeply gratified by Mr. Dodge's 
release and has directed that a U.S. military aircraft be put . 
at Mr. Dodge's disposal for his return to the United Stetes. - • 
The State Department is to be highly commended on their handling of 
this case. 
Q: What is his physical condition? 

A: Mr. Dodge is in excellent physical and fflental condition. 

Q: Where is Dodge noY? When was he released? 

A: Mr. Dodge has asked that no further details be provided . 

Q: From whom did the Syrians obtain Dodge's release? 

A: As I said, I ca~ provide no details. The important thing 

is that Dodge was released. 

Q: Where will Dodge go in the U.S.? 

A: We are unable to provide this information to you. I am 

sure you will understand Mr. Dodge's need for quiet and rest 

away from the glare of the media . 



Q: Does this change our ~elations with Syria for the better? 

A: We are obviously very pleased with the help Syria was able 

to provide. We look forward to continuing our discussions 

with the Syrian leadership on the other issues of concern 

to both our countries. 

Drafted, • NEA/ARN,AEJoni7¾aw 

7/21/83, x 21019, t4744C 

\.i---- . 
Cleared: NEA/ARN:DLMack 

NEA:DTSchneide 

Amb. Paganelli 

NEA/P:THoman 



-----
ATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

July 21, 1983 

FOR: ----7" JUDGE CLARK 
BUD McFARLANE 
JOHN POINDEXTER 
Al SAPIA-BOSCH 
ROGER FONTAINE 
OLIVER NORTH 

FROM: BOB SIMS 

Follow-up guidance to President's press 
conference, being used by Larry Speakes. 
Has been transmitted to State spokesman, · 
too. 



ON CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT IN NICARAGUA 7/21/83 

President was very clear in what he said in his news 

conference. Look at the context of what he said: 

- He was asked if a regional settlement and regional 

stability was possible if that regime remains in office and said, 

"if the Sandinista regime remained but remained °true to the original 

purpose of the revolution II 

- He later said, asked if there can be a satisfactory 

settlement if this faction remains in power alone that 11 it· would be 

extremely difficult because ... they're being subverted, or they're 

being directed by outside forces." 

- He made it clear we are not trying to overthrow the 

government of Nicaragua, but are conducting military exercises in 

Central America, such as we've conducted there and in other parts 

of the world because of our interest in the hemisphere. 

- What the President suggested is that the Sandinistas 

should change their policies and return to the principles of their 

own revolution. 
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