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:·ercely loyal, zmderstanding· 

admired Brn rlle· _a,Jl- y 
By Df'\TJG DesGEORGES 

TI2~ :!tafi writer 
LAS C:R':C:SS -Two men. one who 

studied with and taught ~n. Omar 
Bradley, and the other, who served 
under him, said they admired him 
and were glad they knew him. 

Retired Col. A. W. Chilton, 94, who 
. taught Bradley English at the U.S. 

Military Academy and studied with 
him at infantrY school in Fort Ben• 
ning, Ga., said Bradley was one of the 
top students of his class in infantry 
school 

And retired Lt. Col. Elliott Gose, 77, 
who served under Bradley in the 
~d Regiment, remembered Brad· 
ley as a "very understanding man." 

"~neral Bradley would talk to 
anyone as an equal," Gose said. "And 
ii a mistake was made and you had a 
good reason for it. he was very under
standing.'' 

Chilton said he did nut remember 
Bradley as a student at West Point· 
because he was teaching many stu• 
dents at the time, but said he got 
to know him when they attended in· 
fantry school 

"We lived in Columbus, Ga., and 
had to commute to Fort Benning," 
Chilton said. "1 knew him best there. I 
was in the same car pool He was a 
very able student. I think his grades 
were all As." 

Chilton said he did not remember 
Bradley when he was a student at 
West Point because "there were so 
many of them (students). Classes 
were taught in sections, and each in
structor taught each section. Sectio11s 
were rotated so that no instructor 
taught anyone for too ·long." 

Cr..ilton said he lr1st saw Bradley 
when he came to El Paso to inspect 
Fort Bliss. Chilton said Bradley in
spected Fort Bli:;s in "1946 or i947." 

Chilton was an English professor at 
New Mexico State University at the 
time and Bradley asked to see him. 

A.W. CBILTON 
... "He was a very able studt".nt" 

"My wife knew his first wife very 
well," Chilton said. "We talked for 
about 45 minutes before he had to con
tinue his duties." 

Gose said Bradley was fiercely 
loyal to his troops and his troops were 
equally loyal to him. 

"They were his soldiers and nobody 
had better mess with them," Gose • 
said. "He didn't want to see anyone 
die. And the loyalty he gave to his 
men, he got back tenfold." 

Both Chilton and Gose are retired 
from the Army and both live in the 
Good Samaritan v:•i~ge in Las . 
Cruces. -

"I've g,,t to get ovr, 

(Chilton)," Gose said. "I want to wait 
a couple of days before I go. This 
(Bradley's death) has upset me mQre 
t~ J n anything." . 

~ose said Bradley was an unassum
ing man. 

" "He • never boasted," Gose said. 
But he was so far ahead of people 

who were put ahead of him, there was 
no comparison." 

Chilton said Bradley's abilities as a 
student were evident at West. Point. 

"He was always in the Upper quar
ter of his class," Chilton said. He has 
a book listing all graduates of the 
academy and the book confirmed 

. Bradley's standing when Bradley gra
duated. 

Gose said he always admired Brad
ley. 

• "I ~lways figured Bradley was the 
best in all areas," he said. "When it 
came to tactics and strategy, none 
co_uld come up to General Br1'Q.ley. I 
think the war would have been over 
two years earlier if Bradley had been 
in charge." . 

. ~hilton said he has been the only · 
livmg member of his West Point class 
for three years.He said there are only 
four older graduates of West Point. 



Gen.--Srad/ey _ -,..,~~11 
'He was the greatest' 

EL PASO, Texas (UPI) - Vintage cannons 
boomed 19 times over Fort Bliss FMday in honor of 
Gen. Omar Nelson Bradley, the last of America's 
five-star generals whose body lay in a military 
chapel for public mourning. 

About 300 soldiers and civilians stood at attention 
in the bright sunlight as the wind.pushed the smoke 
from the black powder charges toward the Spanish
style Central Chapel. 

Inside were the remains of the "GI's general," a 
man whose military career covered the major part 
of the Twentieth Century and touched the lives of 
millions. 

"He was the finest gentleman that ever wttlked," 
said Warren Van Vorst, a 30-year Army veteran 
who visited the chapel at midmorning to honor the 
man who twice was his commander. 

"He was a soldier's officer. In my opinion he was 
the greatest-in World War II or after." 

Bradley, 88, died Wednesday in New York City 
after becoming ill while attending a dinner at the 
fashionable 21 Club. 

At the request of the general's· wife, Kitty, the 
body was returned to El Paso Thursday for the 
three-day public viewing. 

As Van Vorst spoke in a whisper outside the 50-
year-old chapel, the Old Guard- a seven-member 
team representing all branches of the armed forces 
- kept vigil inside over the flag~aped closed 
casket. 

At ~minute intervals the Old Guard changed 
members in precision movement. drawing new 
contingents from an 82-member group flown to El 
Paso from Washington, D.C. 

The changing of the guard will continue until 
early Monday when Bradley's body will be flown to 
Washington to lie in state in the National Cathedral. 
He will be burieci Wednesday in Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

Most of the people who came to the chapel and 
then left after paying brief homage praised Bradley 
as "a soldier's soldier," "a great leader" and "a 
patient and understanding man." 

Bradley, who was also the first chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, was prouder of his nickname 
the "GI's General" than he was of his rank. 

"They consider me one of them," he told UPI in 
1969. 

Bradley led American forces ashore at Nor
mandy during the D-Day invasion of World War II 
and commanded four armies in their sweep across 
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Europe against the German Third Reich. 
Albert Boyce of El Paso, who served under 

Bradley in the mid 1940s in Europe, said, "He was a 
hell of a soldier. 

"I served under the general in Europe. I was a 
PFC at the time but I still was one of his soldiers 
and I admired him greatly." 

When Eisenhower- Bradley's classmate at West 
Point - was supreme allied commander, Bradley 
was field commander for American forces that 
stormed ashore and opened the western front on D
Day, June 6, 1944. 

On D-Day, Bradley was aboard the cruiser 
Augusta, which went to within -4,000 yards of the 
shore to help in the bombardment of German for
tifications while American troops waded ashore at 
Utah and Omaha beaches. 

He was then placed in command of more than 1.3 
million American combat troops in four armies that 
swept across France and into Germany and played 
a vital role in ending Adolf Hitler's Reich. 

UPI TelephOto : 

A young infantry soldier kneels to pay his last : 
respects to the "G. I. General" as the body of : I.Jc-/ 
General of the Army Omar Bradley lies in state • / 0 
in a small chapel at.Fort Bliss, El Paso, Texa=--. 



. --
• • --- -- ----·- -·- ----

EL PASO T! ME'.:i April 10, 1981 ?ag e A4 

Omar N. Bradley 
GEN. OMAR N. BRADLEY -

general of the army, the 
• "GI's genei'al," a world 

hero, the nation's treasure, a 
"living legend," the only five

-_ star general, commander of the 
largest ·American military 

~force in history, the leader who 
. played a major role in the Al
!'flied victory in World War II. 
' He was all of these - and 
. more- when he died Wednt!s
·day night in New York City at 
, the age of 88. 
• Among the many ''mores" 
. was his residency in El Paso. -
~'Since 1977, when Gen. and Mrs. 
, Bradley moved from California 
: to the former official residence 
'of the commanding general of 
Beaumont Army Medical Cen

·ter, this city has had a oonafide 
_:_'Very Important Person." 
:"' We felt truly honored when he 
. chose to come here, hoping that 
Toe warm, dry climate would • 

-- alleviate some of his suffering 
;;from • arthritis. This condition 
.affected especially his knees, 
~1:ausing him to use a wheel-
·chair most of the time. 

~; Once here, Gen. and • Mrs. 
Bradley took active roles in the 

community, making frequent 
appearances at events lliey 
deemed worthwhile, both mill· 
tary and civilian. He moved on 
all levels of the military, an in
spiration to young Gis, a model 
for career officers. 

Patriotism anti honor were 
synonymous with Omar Brad
ley and this was the flavor, the 
tuning, the atmosphere he 
created at civilian functions . 
He was more th .. n generous in 
sharing his time and energy 
with El Pasoans, and we are 
bettrr for his presence . 

Gen. Bradley was a compas
sionate man who enjoyed peo
ole. This, added to his bril
liance at military strategy, his 
ability to envision the goals and 
expedite their achievement, 
made his life and his career so 
exceptional . 

Gen. Bradley is.gone now; the 
last of the generals who 
aehieved greatness in World 
War II. He is no longer a living 
legend but the legends of his life 
will live, his deeds of leadership 
stamped indelibly on the pages 
of American history. 

..... 
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Honor guard 

watches over 

Bradley's casket 
Throughout the night, the pre!>iden

tial honor guard, representing ail five 
branches of the armed services, stood 
in the spartan Fort Bliss Chapel No. l 
to guard the flag-draped casket of the 
man known as-the "G.l.'s General." 

The body of General of the Army 
Omar Bradley was returned to his 
adopted home Thursday for the first 
of the nation's farewell salutes to the 
country's last five-star general, who 
died of a cardiac arrest Wednesday at 
the age of 88. 

SIX FUNERAL SJ)rays were the 
only flowers inside the Spanish-style 
chapel on the military base where 
Bradley came in his later years be-. 
cause "he wanted to be around young 
troops." 

About 250 people came to view the 
casket Thursday night. Fort Bliss offi· 
cials attributed the small number to 
the fact that 24-hour public viewing 
had not been well-known. However, 
they expected many people to pay 
their respects before Bradley's body 
was flown to Washington Monday to 
lie in state in the National ·cathe
dral. 

The Fort Bliss chapel will remain 
open 24 hours a day until just prior to 
the removal of Bradley's body back to 
Washj.ngton, D.C. 

ON TUESDAY, the gener.al's body 
will be borne through downtown 
Washington on an Army caisson to 
Arlington National Cemetery, where 
he will be buried with full national 
honors. 

Bradley led A,; ,· • :an forces 
ashore at Normandy during the D· 
Day invasion of \', •· 1d War II and 
commanded four armies in their 
.sweep across Europe against the Ger· 
man Third Reich. H.: was pronounced 
dead at St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital 
in Manhattan after complaining of 
chest pains at a dinner at the 21 Club 
with his wife, Kitty, and three aide~, 

About 75 persons met the Victor YC• 
135, one of the president's fleet of 
aircraft, carrying Bradley's body to 
Texas when it touched down at El 
Paso International Airport, about 
three miles from Bradley's home on 
the east slope of the Franklin Moun• 
tains. 

BRADLEY, WIIO was also the first 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
was prouder of his nickname the 
"GI's General" than he was of his 
rank. ,, h 

"They consider me one of them, e 
told UPI in 1969. 

A former aide . to Bradley, George 
Raunan, said Thursday Bradley 
moved to El Paso in 1977 to be nearer 
the Army. Fort Bliss is a large train· 
ing base where several Army schools 
are conducted. 

"He wanted to be around young 
troops and to be a part of the military 
life," he said. 

AND HE continued to be an inspira· 
tion for those young troops in El Paso 
and an instructor to more seasoned 
soldiers at the base. . . 

"His theme was 'Know your Joo; 
never ask people to do things you c~n

not • do yourself. Be seen by your sol
diers."' 

Upon learning of Bradley's death. 
President Reagan issued a s~ateme~t 
saying, "I join all Amencans m 
mourning the death of General of the 
Army Omar N. Br.adley. 

"For 69. years he wore the colors of 
an American soldier - with cou~~ - • 
integrity, professionalism and • 
all, honor. Even as he rose m . 
humility never left his side. He 1·. 

the 'G.l.'s general' ot·1.:ause he v 
always, a G.L" 

Jr~~Jr:~~C~-~~:-~~~~ ,ii~~i: ?::~'-~~ 
loss not or,1y for ~:::.:~ ::2. ·.: ::.:: ::;:..:.: !or a;1 
freedom-loving people of the world." 

"His service exemplified our oa
t.ion's highest standard of . leade~
ship," Marsh said. "He taKes his 
place in history a:; " ~reat patn?t, ~ 
peerless military leac.er and an indi
vidual dedicated tD the ca use of peace 
in the world." . , . 

When Eisenhower - Braaley s 
classmate at West Point - was Su· 
preme Allied Commander . Bra~ley 
was field commander for American 
forces that stormed ashore and 
opened the western front on D•Day, 
June 6, 1944. 

ON D-DAY, Bradley was aboar~ the 
cruiser Augusta, which went ~ithm 
4,000 yards of the shore to help 1~ _the 
bombardment of German fortifica
tions while American troops waded 
ashore at Utah and Omaha beaches. 

He was then placed in command of 
more than 1.3 million Am~ric~n com· 
bat troops, the most soldiers m c_om· 
bat ever to serve·under one A:mer1can 
commander, in four armies that 
swept across France and ~to G_er· 
many and played a vital role in ending 
Adolf Hitler's Reich. 

As a five star general, ~r~dley re· • 
mained on active duty until his death, 
stepping down as chairman of the 
joint chiefs of staff in 1953. In 1969 he 
headed the U.S. contingent ~at went 
to Normandy on the 25th anniversary 
of D•Day. ...,. 

BE BECAME chairman of_ ~e 
board of Bulova and spent time m his 
later years between its New York 
headquarters and Los Angeles, whe~e 
he built a home on the crest of a hill 
behind Sunset Boulevard. . 

Bradley assumed his rank m Wash, 
ington society earlier _in the _year 
when he participated m President 
Reagan's inauguration Jan. 20, a!ld 
welcomed the new comm~nder•m· 
chief in a ceremony the night be-
fore. 

Bradley was grand marshal of the 
inaugural parade and sat one row be· 
hind Reagan at the swearing-in at the 
Capitol. ... 
Today, Fort Bliss ofilc1als are plan· 
ning a 19 gun salute, at noon at Memo
rial Circle adjacent to_ th~ c:,apel 
where Bradley's body hes in sLate. 
Memorial services are planned for 
! uesday, at a time to be announced 
later. 

Thev will be conducted at Howze 
Field," just north of Buildi~g No. 2 on 
Sheridan Road at Fort Bliss. 
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Hero1s homecoming 
Pllolo by UPI 

The flag-draped coffin carrying the body of General of the Army 
Omar Bradley is borne by honor guard to Fort Bliss. The body will 
l:e in state until Monday when it will be flown to Washington. A 
19-gun salute in Bradley's honor will be fired at noon today at Fort 
Bliss. See story Page A-6. 
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--< Tlmet suif photo by u11c. l1h1nay l 

Dutiful respects 
Staff Sgt. James Pfister salutes as he. passes the fired Friday in honor of the nation's last five-star 
casket of General of the Army Omar Nelson Bradley general, who died Wednesday night in New York -
in Chapel No. 1 at Fort Blils. A 19-gun salute ;was City. Story, Page 7A. 

53 
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Presidential honor guard 
, 

r ne presidential honor guard, representin~ all 
five !oranches of tne armed services, stand~ be·. 
side the flag-draped casKet of Gener-al of1 the 

Army Omar B:-adley in Fort Bliss Chapel No. 1. 
Bradley's body will lay in state at;the chapel over 
the weekena. See story Page A-6. • 
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~ New constellation 

'Gl's general': final salute 
GENERAL of the Army Omar 

Bradley was a soldier's soldier. 

Despite his rank - he was the 
last of the Army's five-star lead
ers - he won the hearts of his 
troops with his modesty and with 
,his compassion and concern for 
their welfare. Famed war corre-

.. spondent Ernie Pyle dubbed 
Bradley "the Gl's general" and 
the label stuck throughout World 
War II. 

Lanky, shy and given to casual 
dress, he left the headlines to his 

more flamboyant colleagues. He 
was in the thick of the aelion. 
however, from Normandy lo Ber
lin. His link-up with the Hussians 
on the banks of the Elbe River in 
April 1945 signaled Hitler's de
feat. 

Although a successful warrior, 
his words on-war will have a last
ing impact. "For every man in 
whom war has inspired sacrif
icer, courage and love," he said, 
"there are many more whom it 
has degraded with brutality, cal
lousness and greed." 
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LIES IN STATE - An honor guard 
stands by the casket oj General 

BURIAL SCHEDULED TVESDA Y 

Ceremonies honor 
Bradley in Texas 

. EL PASO, Texas (AP) - Soldiers· stood at rigid atten- ' 
tion and an Army band played "Nearer My God To Thee" 

-as a military honor guard brought the flag-draped coffin 
• of Gen. Omar N. Bradley back to the fort that had become 
his home. 

A 19-gun salute and brief ceremony was _planned at 
Fort Bliss today to honor the country's last five-star gen~ 
era!, whose body will lie at the post's adobe chapel until 
Monday morning. Burial is to be Tuesday at Arlington 
National Cemetery outside Washington. 

The general's body was returned to Texas from New 
York aboard a presidential jet yesterday, with Bradley's 

. widow, Kitty, accompanying the coffin. 
: Bradley, who was 88, died Wednesday night at St. 
. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital in New York after suffering a ' 
• heart attack while attending a dinner. 
• Military leaders and Mrs. Bradley attended a brief 
: private service here last night. 
: Later. soldiers and civilians filed past the closed casket 
:in a quiet trHmte to the first chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
:of Staff and the last of the nation's great World War II 
• commanders. He led American forces in the D-Day inva
sion at Normandy, France. on June 6. 1944. 

"For 69 years he wore the colors of an America'n sol
dier - with courage. integrity, professionalism and. 
above all, honor," President Reagan said yesterday. 
''Even as he rose in rank. humility never left his side. He 
was the 'GI's general' because he was. always, a GI." 

Retired Gen. Mark W. Clark. the former World War II 
commander of U.S. forces in North Africa, said in New 
York that the death of his comrade-at-arms "came as a , 

Omar Bradley at Fort Bliss in El 
Paso, Texas, today. - UPI 

• 

• "Brad's death has saddened me terribly," said Clark, 
who was to have met with Bradley yesterday for the first 
time in 10 years. 

Clark remembered Bradley as a "quiet, knowledgeable 
person who inspired confidence" and said he "ranks with 
our greatest commanders of all time." . . 

Bradley and his wife moved to Fort Bhss m November 
1977 because of the El Paso area's climate. The general of 
the Army suffered from arthritis. and a, series of str~kes 
had left him crippled and in a wheelchair durmg his fmal 
years. 

The easygoing, soft-spoken man became a local celeb
rity and was honored frequently m city ceremonies. 

The GI general became attached to the soldiers at F_ort 
Bliss, frequently appearing for parades _and ceremonies, 
including graduation at the Sergeant MaJors Academy. 

Bradley's casket arrived in El Paso yesterday after
noon and was loaded into a hearse by an honor guard 
from the 3rd Guard special detachment before being 
taken to· an El Paso funeral home. 

Bradley's body will be flown to Andrews Air_ Force 
Base outside of Washington, D.C., on Monday morning and 

• will lie at the Bethlehem Chapel of the National Cathe-
: dral through Tuesday morning. . . 
• The funeral will be at 10 a.m. San Diego time Tuesday, 
• with graveside ceremonies at noon. Simultaneous cere-: 
• monies are scheduled Tuesday at Fort Bliss. 
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Bradley's body returns to El Paso before burial 
EL PASO (AP) - The body of Gen. 

Omar N. Bradley - the nation's last 
five-star general - arrived here by 
presidential jet Thursday where it will 
lie in repose until Sunday. 

The blue-and-white Boeing 707 touch
ed down about 3 p.m, MST in the city 
where the "GI's general" and his wife 
Kitty had made their home since 1977. 

In a short ceremony on a windy air
port apron, the flag-draped silver casket 
bearing Bradley's body was loaded 

V\ 
OQ 

aboard a limosine and taken to an El 
Paso funeral home. 

The body was to be taken later to a 
chapel at nearby Fort Bliss, where it 
will be viewed by base dignitaries and 
the public through Sunday night. 

Mrs. Bradley, helped from the plane 
by Air Force Master Sgt. John Kelly and 
a crew member, was wearing a dark 
brown dress and carrying a large hand
bag as she accompanied her husband's 
body. 

She was greeted by Maj. Gen. John B. 

Oblinger, commander of Fort Bliss, and 
his wife, Edie. 

"She was pretty shaken up," Oblinger 
said. "She was very tired." 

"I don't think she has gotten any rest 
at all," Mrs. Oblinger added. 

Also deplaning were Bradley's aides, 
some of whom were still shaken by the 
general's death. 

As nearby servicemen saluted crisp
ly, Bradley's body was removed from 
the airplane by a color guard from the 
3rd 9uard special detachment. 

The casket was lifted a truck with an 
elevator platform, which lowered it to 
the ground, and then carried to the 
waiting hearse. 

The funeral procession Included 
motorcycle policemen, squad cars and 
several vehicles carrying military per
sonnel. 

The motorcade took the general's 
body past flags hanging at half-staff in 
his memory. The general's death was 
mourned in El Paso, a city where he 
had been received as a local celebrity. 
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, -
Bradley's Body to 
Lie in State at Texas . 
Base, J1ten Capital 

From·T.ima·WireServices . 

The body of Gen. Cmar Nelson Bradley, the· 
nation'.s last' • five-s~ general. was flown 
Thursday fro~ New YQrk to El Paso, Tex., to 
lie in state at.the Army base that served as his 
-lasth~ . j . \ • 

Officials ~ 'Ft Bliss said Bradley's body will 
lie in state at the main baae·chapel until Sun

. -day night.i On Monday it- will be flown to 
Washington where it will lie~ state at the Na;. 

•. tional Cathedral. . . . \ • 
• on.Tuesday, the general's botzy will be borne •. 
through. the capital on an Arm~caisson to Ar
J,ington National Cemetery for b-arw with full 
military honors. • • -~ 

Flags fluttered at half staff 'I\,ursday at 
Army· and -Air Force bases and on 'American 
naval vessels throughout the United States and 
its territories in tribute to Bradley, the first 
chainrian of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. \ 

"; 

Reapa Cit. Bamillty \. 
Bradley, who was 88, died Wednesday at St. 

Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital in New York alter 
collapsjng at the 21 Club,.an East Side restaur~ 
ant. Hospital officials said he died of cardiac ait· 
rest. . ' 

"For 69 years he wore the colors of all 
American soldier~with courage, integrity, \ 
professionalism and. above all, honor," Pres- \ 
ident Reagan said Thursday in a statement. \ 
"Even as he rose. in rank. humility never left 
his side. He was the 'GI's general' because he 
was. always, a GI." .. 

A plane furnished by the White House flew 
• Bradley's body from New York's Kennedy In-
• ternational Airport to El Paso. Accompanying 
the coffin were Bradley's widow, Kitty, and his 
aides. • • 

The body was then taken to Ft. Bliss, where 
the Bradleys have lived since 1977. 

"He was the epitome of a great soldier," said 
Gen. Chester Ward, commanding general of 
the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at 
ElPaso. 

51 
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!ft\. Man Of Horior .. 
1-t·:.· ·.. . . ,, .,. 
;1 :.,. • In the- period between the twa-.world w~. the that were to make him the brilliant tactician who 
,; .. gu.s~ Army was an underfunded... unexciting, un~ • played such a key role in the Allied reconquest of 
; ~ppreciated 'institution. Promotion opportunities _· .Western Europe. 
, ,.were severely- limited; necessary modernization · • .Bradley·, more than any other of the war com-
: ~1Vatf retarded by ~y/ budget ·allotments;. pay· . manders., was .~e soldier!s soldier, caring for the · 
; .\'.Scales, never exarbttan~-:w:ere sl~ed:: .drastically , w~ll:-beiiig of ~ .men· ana as sparing of their lives 
; ~th the onset _of the· ~ression. "Not_ since the · . in combat as:. the· ugly necessities of battle--allowed.,. 
f1daYS: of 17~ an~ the dissOlution of the Continen~ . and t; was. becaus~ Q~ that care ~at he earned. their 
1 ~'!Army,,, a histonan wrote, "had Congress·p1acec1· 1~ . . : respect and affect.i!JIL ~de~. qwet, unflamboyant 
i :;:regulars iii such, jeopardy.·•·: J;rut somehow the · • Braqley _neither sottght' the. spotlight · nor evaded 
H •,tteguiars...;;.many ofthem; ~ywa:y--stayed and'80l...: ; ·,the b1¥"dens of ~ility. In the postwar Years,-
;: Jdiered.on~-It was to the: country's good fottl.llle; . • Bradley's abilities as.a leader-quickly carried .him':.~ 
~ i! • Omar N. Bradley was one ofthose regulars who. • . to .the military summit, first as chief of staff and • • 
~- like George C. Marshall and Dwight. D. Eisen~ - •, . subsequently, in the teymg y:ears of the Korean 
~: hower. soldiered pn<and so; was rea4y, when the War, to the chairmanship of the Joint Chiefs. 
1 war came.iii.1941,to.b&mo.ved-intil.high cOi'nmand • Dead _now., at 88, the last of the generals of the 
'. and help lead the- lorii . ~h.-:to: victory;; .Like army/OmaiBradle.y will.be-remembered.for both 
• "'·many genera:ls .. wm,.;, emerged ,m . ~ld :-: War JI. -his: military brilliance and.his personal compassion. 
; _Bradley had spehNarge parts of the-interwaryear.s . He. served his; country .in·.uniform longer than any 

·studying aLtbe._.Army's advance(!. schools of. __ othel' man_tµ its hlstoey, and in doin&1 so added 
. command. It was t.here thcit lie _honed the talents ponor to the profession of arms. -
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·Tributes Pour in as Bradley Goes Home 
:· : EL p ASO-- The •• body of Gen. 
Omar N. Bradley, the nation's last 
fiye-star general, was tlown home by 
presidential jet yesterday as tributes 
to the late military leader and World 
War II hero poured in. 
. Flags fluttered at half staff at Army 
ar,id Air Force bases throughout the 
U.nited States and on Navy vessels 
around the world in honor of Bradley, 
88, the first chainnan of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

Bradley died of cardiac arrest Wed
nesday at St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospi
tal in New York City after collapsing 
at a military reunion at the 21 club. 
_ After a public viewing in the main 

chapel at Fort Bliss, Bradley's body 
will be flown Monday to Washington 
to .lie in state at the Washingt.on Ca
thedral. A funeral service and burial 
ln .. Arlington National Cemetery are 
scheduled for Tuesday. 

.• rt&aWnvu 
,:-_·-- :: -'··.a'·. ·.- -

.,..... . ~ ..... :: ,• 

<:",• 

. -- ,/l:=, • 

. }f· 

An honor guard removes Gen. Bradley's casket from a presidential jet at El Puo. 
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Bradley to lie in state 
- - - .. - - - - -

in El _Paso, D.C. 
WW II hero· to be buried Tuesday in 

Arlington ~rational Cemetery 

By Bill Deener 
Stoff Wrltar of T1ia NIIVII• 

Soldiers at Fon Bliss- will offer fi. 
nal tributes Friday and through the 
weekend to Gen. Omar N. Bradley be
fore his body is flown to Washington 
for burial in Arlington National Cem
etery. Bradley was the nation's last S-
star general • 

Bradley, 88, referred to as "a sol
dier's soldier," died Wednesday in • 
New York. apparently of a heart at
tack. He remained on active duty un
til his death, often lecturing and vi
siting Gls stationed at Fort Bliss in El 
Paso. a Pentagon spokesman said. 

The body of th~ World War ll hero 
'. arrived: at the El Paso army post at 
. mid-afternoon Thursday and was 
taken to the main post chapel, where 

. it will lie in state until Monday, Col -

Ed McDonald. public information of
ficer, said. Public: visitatton is al
lowed.. 

Bradley's body will be flown to 
Washington Monday aboard a presi
dential jet. The body will lie in state 
in a chapel in Washington -Cathedral 
until· funeral services at 1 p.m. Tues-
day, McDonald said.- - •• 

Bradley's body will . be carried 
through downtown Washington on 
!)n Army caisson to Arlington Na
tional Cemetery, where he will be 
buried with full military honors. 

"l join all Americans in mourning 
the death of General of the Army, 
Omar N. Bradley," President Reagan 
said in a statement 

"For 69 years he wore the colors of 
an American soldier-. with courage,_ 
integrity, professionalism and. above 

all, honor. Even as · he··rose in rank, 
humility never left his side. He was 
the 'GI's general' because he was, al· 
waysaGL" 

Army Secretary John Marsh Jr. 
calle~ Bradley's death "a . loss not 
only for this nation -but for all free
dom-loving people of the world." 

"His service exemplified our na
tion's highest standard of leader
~hip,_" Mal:lh said. "He takes his place 
in history as a gt'eat patriot, a peer
less military leader and an indiVid
ual dedicated to the cause of peace in 

•• the world." 

Bradley celebrated his birthday 
Feb. 12 at Fort Bliss, where he and his 
wife, Kitty, had lived since 1977. He 
suffered from a viral infection in 

. February and earlier had been con
fined to a wheelchair because of 
knee problems going back to his days 
as a West Point football player. 

Both Texas senators issued state
ments after Bradley's death: 

"Omar Bradley was a genuine 
American hero, a soldier's soldier, a 
man who sought nothing more than 
to serve his country and did it with 
great distinction," Sen. Lloyd 
Bentsen, D-Texas, said 

"The last of our great World War II 
commanders has crossed the river to 
join a distinguished company," Sen 
John Tower, R-Texu, said. "His coun
trymen and free men, everywhere 
will reflect on his monumental serv
ice and mourn his passing. 

He was senior commander of U.S. 
ground forces in the mid l 9•t4 inva
sion of Europe and the SH !:~-o:quent 
defeat of the Nazi forces on tt,c ·,rl:' ,,t• 

· em Front. 

..... 
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c. .. ·•. ,,:,~'! 
Gen. Omar Bradley stands ai'attention at a military review. 
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gtonStar 
Omar N. -Bradley 

. . . : . ' • 

This country has.admir,ed-~.variety of mili- he rarely. alloweu.· himseif those acerbities · 
tary leaders, dashing and drab; haughty and· with which generals have ref ought their old 
humble, heroic and bureaucratic. But its fa. . campaigns since King David's time. The ex
vorite warriors usually come· in homespun. ceptian was his comment, long • after the 
not imperial purple. General of the Armies .event, that Field Marshal Montgomery had 
Omar N. Bradley met its tastes perfectly. failed to close on Von Kluge in the "Falaise 

There was nothing of the military caste Pocket" because he was "so darned scared." 
about him, nothing aggressive or ~wagger- This uncollegial (-and probably unfair} judg
ing. The famous World War II correspondent ment was all the more startling from one who 
Ernie Pyle wrote that he had "no idiosyncra- was so uncontentious. But it indicated some
sies, no superstitions, no hobbies. There is thing that should have· been obvious all 
nothing spectacular about him." When Gen- along: No one rises as far as he did in .the 
eral Bradley wrote his autobiography he call- arts of war if he is made .of cotton candy. Be
ed it "a soldier's story," and that is the way neath the layers of homespun lay a firmness 
he seemed to picture himself: a soldier, doing of temper and saliency of judgment not to be 
a soldier's job. trifled with. And Monty had trifled. 

So self-efacing a soldier might have Ian~ On the whole, there was no American love 
guished at a less critical level in the Army's affair with General Bradley corresponding to 
long chain of. command. But he caught the the love affair with General Eisenhower. Nor 
eye of those equally sensible soldiers, Mar- did he arouse the awe and respect of a Mar
shall and Eisenhower. General Marshall pro- shall. In some ways, if not in reluctance to 
mated him over others in 1941; General fight when the time came, his popularity 
Eisenhower entrusted him to lead the Amer- with the ranks was reminiscent of General 
ican invasion force at Normandy. After run- George McClellan, the hero of the Union sol
ning the Veterans Administration for a time diers in the Civil War. He treated war as a 
he followed Eisenhower as chairman of the grim business, which it is, and disliked to his 
Joint Chiefs. There, he had to cope with the fingertips any needless sacrifice of life. The 
Korean War, which he disliked, and with the Gis knew and were grateful. 
U.S. military proconsul in Asia who was in It was this decent man's distinction to com-
so many ways his opposite. mand the largest mass .of American soldiers 

He said some memorable things over the ever assembled on a single battlefield. It was 
. years, including the famous statement that his further distinction to do it so skillfully 
American intervention in Indochina would and humanely, with so little vanity or self
be "the wrong war, in the wrong place, at the advertisement, that he was never shadowed 
wrong time, against the wrong enemy." But by reproach or controversy. 



I-T WAS 1944 and the American forces Lt. Gen. 
.Omar Nelson Bradley had led across Omaha and 

Utah beaches were pinned in Normandy taking 
heavy losses. He had determined, Gen. Bradley later 
wrote, to "avoid at all cost.a those pitfalls that might 
bog down our advance and lead us into the trench 
warfare of World War I. We had fought a fast war of 
movement in the Tunisian campaign where the ter
rain militated against us, and I was convinced those 
tactics could be duplicated in a blitz across France. 
With the mobility and fire-power we had amassed in 
both British and American divisions, we could easily 
outpoint and outrun the German in an open war of 
movement. But to exploit this advantage in mobility 
it was essential that we break a hole through the 
enemy's defenses rather than heave him back. Only a 
breakout .. . . " 

Tiius was born Cobra, the operation that perhaps 
more than any other bore the personal stamp
br.oad conceptual understanding, careful planning, 
deep. concern for his men, success-of General of the 
Anny Bradley, who died on Wednesday at age 88, 
the last of the great American five-star commanders· 
of'World War II. For two nights he pored over de
tailed maps of the region and devised his plan. He 

would use strategic bombers, on a line marked by an 
easily seen ruler-straight Roman road, to destroy or 
stun the German defenders and then send his First 
Army crashing-through the gap. "We spread our feet 
and leaned far back trying to look straight up, until 
our steel helmet.a fell off," Ernie Pyle, with the 
troops, wrote. "And then the planes came" -2,246 of 
them, dropping 4,000 tons of bombs. Cobra tore a 10-
mile hole at St-Lo and allowed it.s architect to claim 
it as "the most decisive battle of our·war in western 
Europe." 

To this day it seems a marvel that the .American mil
it.ary, in the trough between world wars, found, trained 
and propelled into leadership positions such. an excep
tional corps of generals and admirals. Omar Bradley 
was typical: an unlmown George Marshall protege. out. 
of a small Missouri town and West Point (1915) who 
turned out to know all that needed to be lmown about 
war and organization and men. Never an especially 
flashy or controversial personality, he came to be re
garded over his decades of service as the consummate 
military professional, dedicated and dignified. He com
manded great armies. At the same time, he wrote, "l 
preferred to live, work, and .eat in the field" The coun
try will not forget its immense debt to him. • 



GEN. BRADLEY'S WIDOW 
Mrs. Omar Bradley is escorted from Air Force One by 
Chief Master Sgt. John Kelly after landing in El Paso, 
Texas yesterday afternoon. Mrs. Bradley's husband 
General Omar Bradley, the nation's- only five-star 
general, died in New York earlier this week. A 
memorial service is planned at Ft. Bliss today where 
he had lived since 1977. 
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Comma~der' s open letter 
i 
I 

. Rllllge commander Maj. Gen. Alan A. Nord sum.s up the feelings of the WSMR 
commiuaily about the dealla of Generai of the Army Omar N. Bradley in this open 
leaer u, nu,ge personnel. 

• 
. General of the Army Bradley was a great American. He came from humble 
beginnings and made giant contributions to the nation right up to the present. 
la February this year,. he addiessed over 300 employees and soldiers during 
Nationai Patriotism Week. He won. the enduring admiration of that audience 
for his wit, good humor, and strong p~ciples of leadership, which he illustrated 

. with historica.i eumples. He was, indeed, an American hero who strengthened 
everyone he touched. We at White Sands are honored to have known this soldier's 
soldier IDd keenly feel a sense of deep loss. • 

·MaiarGacnl.USA 
Clffllllnctinl 
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Omar N. Bradley 

1893-1981 

General of the Army Omar N. Bradley 
died Wednesday evening in a. New York 
hospital at age 88. Bradley was the 
Army's first chief of st.ili and America's 
last five-star general. Bradley had re
sided at Fort Bliss since 1977. He is 
expected to be buried ~at Arlington 
National Cemetery. 

In responding to the death of General 
Bradley, rang'! commander Maj. Gen. 
Alan A. Nord said the general " ... was 
indeed, an American hero who strength
ened everyone he touched. We at White 
Sands are honored to have known this 
soldier's soldier and keenly feel a sense 
oi deep loss." • 

One of Bradley's last public appear
ances was at the WSMR Officers Club. 
He appeared there:as the gµest of honor 
and guest speaker at a Patriotism Week 
luncheon Feb. 18. Speaking to a military 
and civilian audience of more than 300 
peopJ::, Bradley provided about 45 

• minutes of histoncal insights, humorous 
quips, and remembrances of men of 
history from Gen; George Patton to 
Pres. Harry Truman. 

fhe heart of General Bradley's talk 
was an outline of the characteristics 
ofa good leader. The "soldier's soldier", 
who once commanded more than 1.300,-
00G troops, listed mental and physical 
energy, confidence (·" even to the point 
of stubbornness to · a fault"), the ability 
to listen to and learn from others, and 
character, as necessary in a good leader. 

A mar who personified ail those 
traits, General of the Army Omar N. 
Bradley was also a scholar, author, 
leader, and to the unending · gratitude 
of millions of Ameri~ans, a defender of 
Democracy. 

In tribute ro General Bradley, there will 
be a 19-gun salute in the- flag circle in 
front of post headquarters today at noon. 
All · post personnel are invited to attend. 
Also, the post flag will be flown at half• 
staff in honor of the late general. Th,.. 
Navy's U.S.S. Desert Ship will fly its 
flasz at half-ma.,;t. 

Page l 



EL PA SO TIMES April 11, 1981 Page A7 

... 

Casket displayed at F \.)~ __ Bliss 

-y 

TUDS, mourners honor Bradley 
. '1'1mea combined aources 

A 19-gun salute at Fort Bllaa in El 
Paso paid an echoing tribute Friday 
to General of the Army Omar Nelson 
Bradley, and more than 2,000 mourn• 
ers filed passed his flag-draped cas• 
lcet in Chapel l. 

Some prayed. Some wept. Some 
took photographs. But most silently 
gazed at the coffin holding the body of 
the "GI's general" as it rested 011 a 
small platform near the altar. • 

Flowers that. continued to arrive 
Friday in tribute to the general co
.i,,ered the chapel altar. 

Around the casket stood the Joint 
Service Presidential Honor Guard, 
with representatives from all 
branches of the armed forces. 

Bradley's body was flown back to 
El Paso from New York, where the 
88-year-old World War II commander 
died Wednesday of a heart attack. 

The nation's last five-star general 
will lie in repose at his last post before 
he is flown to Washington, D.C,, Mon· 
day for funeral and burial. 

The 19-gun salute was on the lawn 
near the flagpole at Memorial Cir
cle. Nearly 200 somber spectators and 
soldiers watched and filnched as the 
four howitzers fired at one-minute in• 
tervals. 

The chapel nearby vibrated from 
the concussions. 

Another Fort Bliss ceremony is 
scheduled Tuesday to coincide • with 
Bradley's burial at Arlington NationL 
al Cemetery. 

Brig. Gen. Archie Cannon will de
liver a eulogy at Howze Field. 

Bradley's body will be fiown to 
Washington Monday morning, where 
,.he casket again will be on display at 
the National Cathedral 

Funeral will be at the cathedral 
Tuesday afternoon, .followed by a pro
cession to Arlington. 

A spokesman for Kitty Bradley, 
Bradley's widow, said donations 
should be made in her husband's 
name to the Omar N. Bradley Foun
dation, U.S. Army War College, Car
lisle Barracks, Penn., or to the Veter
an's Administration P a1sy Fund, 
Washington, D.C . 

• • • 

The booming salute, like the black 
ribbons gracing the doors of the offi
cers' quarter:s and the post flag flying 
at half-staff. all were standard visible 
signs of mourning for Bradley. 

But also standard was a plan for 
what else needed to be done in the 
wake of Bradley's death - the cere
monies, the funeral arrangements 
and how to hancile the flood of digni• 
taries, reporters and photographers. 

When Bradley made Fort Bliss bis 
home in 1977, operation "Orbit Stars" 
-was drawn up detailing procedures to 
go into effect upon the general's 
death. • 

Fort Bliss spokesman Ed Starnes 
Slid such a plan is standard proce
dure for all public figures. 

He said a similar plan was ~ady in 
California when the general lived 
there. 

"It is standard procedure to pre
pare in advance for the death of all 
public figures, from the president on 
down," he said. "I am sure there are 
similar plans for past presidents 
also." 

The purpose, Starnes said, is to 
avoid confusion and help attend to fu
neral arrangements, news coverage 
and visiting dignitaries. 

Orbit Stars involved about 100 mili
tary personnel in Washington, an UD• 
determined number of Fort Bliss per
sonnel, two post buildings and a fleet 
of cars and trucks. •. 

It provided drivers and escorts for 
Bradley's family and the many vi
siting dignitaries expected at Fort 
Bliss upon his death. The advance 
operation also included some f1.1neral 
plans. 

Part of Orbit Stars was a system 
to know the whereabouts and to re
call the drivers and· other person
nel who would be needed on a mo
ment' s notice when Bradley died. 

The system was tested several 
timl!s, Starnes said. "N.,, i.Je total 
rlan. Or. :J l'.-.~ "•:+ '.'.'""t. ,~nnt·1r.ti:',;r 
au the tey· iit.'.!re:: ~,) tfs~ re .. .: ... ~-!.! 

time." 

Starnes said key figures are the per
sons in charge of each section at Fort 
Bliss including logistics, the public af
fairs office and protocol. 

The plan, Starnes said, included set
ting up a 24-hour operations center 
.and a press information center to dis• 
seminate news to the media. 

Advance plans included layouts of 
where and how visiting dignitaries 
would be accommodated at the time 
of the general's death and a list of 
dignitaries who must be notified. 

..... . 
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Soviet president sends 
telegram praising general 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Soviet 

President Leonid Brezhnev has 
sent President Reagan a telegram 
expressing "sincere condolences" 
on the death of General of the 

. Army Omar Nelson Bradley, the 
Soviet Embassy said Friday. 

The embassy said Brezhnev's 
telegram asked "that our deep 

sympathy be c.:.,nveyed" to Brad
ley's family. 

It added that the telegram said: 
"General Bradley is well remem
bered in the Soviet Union as a 
prominent military leader of the 
Second Wo!'1d War and his contri
bution to the cause of the Allied 
victory of the anti-Hitler coalition 
i1 appreciated." 

..... 

1o 
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Salute to fallen leader 
Cannon fire bombed 19 times over Fort 
Bliss in honor of General of the Army Omar: 
Nelson Bradley, ttie last of America's five· ': 
star generals, whose body lay in repose in-' 
the post's Central Chapel. Tlie salute, which 
fired at one-minute intervals Friday from 

-•Id-Pait DIIOIO IW GMY Fl!lder -· I 
four vintage Pack 75 cannons staricned on 1· 

Memorial Circle, were befitting a per5on ct 
ambassadorial rank. The salute will be re~- ·, 
peated at Fort Bliss Tuesday ~t the s.;me 
hour as the general's funeral in Wasning· 
tor., D.C. 

..... 
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"'"------------------
f19-gun salute 
honors Bradley 
umua Press Intamat1onal 

EL PASO_;, Cannons fired 19 times Friday at 
Fon Bliss in honor of Gen. Omar Nelson Bradley, 

• the last U.S . .5-star general. whose body lay in state· 
in the Central Chapel of the post. 

- The salute, fired at 1-minute intervals from 
.. (our vintage Pack 75 cannons on Memorial Circle, 
was befitting a person of ambassadorial rank. Only 
a chief of state receives a 21-gun salute. 

About 300 soldiers and civilians stood at atten
tion in the bright sunlight as a northwest wind 
that sprang up at noon. pushed smoke from the 
black powder charges toward the Spanish-style 
chapel 

Inside was the body of the man whose military 
career covered the major part of the 20th century 

·.:and touched the lives of millions. 

Page A35 

•~, "He was the finest gentleman. that· ever ,4 eoctated Prea 
~alked," said Warren Van Vorst, a ~year Army . • • 

11 

_.:eteran who visited the chapel at mid-morning to A Marine stands at attention as the body 
honor the man who twice was his commander. of Gen. Omar Bradley lies in state at Fort 
. "He was a soldier's officerr IJ1. my opinion. .he Bliss in El Paso.. .., 

was the greatest-in World·War 11.orafter; ... 
-- Bradley,~ died Wednesday in New-York City . 
.. 1fter becoming ill· while attending II dinner at the Bradley, who was also the first chairman of the-

21 Club. Joint Chiefs of Staff, was prouder of his- nickname 
At the request of the general's wif~Kitty; ~ the-"GI's general .. than he was of.his rank. 

body was returned. to El Paso: Thursday for a•J;day. . , Bradley led U.S. forces: . ashore at Normandy 
•public viewing. 1_ . during the. O.Day invasion in World War rr and 
~~ Bradley's body will be flown. to Washington, ' commanded four armies in their sweep across Eu- . 

early Monday to lie in state in the Washington ca.-- rope against the Third Reich. , 
tliedraL He will. be buried Wednesday in. Arlington "He was a hell of a soldier," said Albert Boyce ' 
National Cemetery. of EI Paso~ who served UDder Bradley in th& mid• 

Mo.tt of the people who came-to. the- Fort Bliss. 19408:in Europe. 
chapel to pay- brief homage to the general praised "I served UDder the general in Europe. r was a 
Bradley as "a. soldier's soldier.'' "a great leader,. PFC at the time, but I still was one of his soldiers, 

-and "a patient and understanding man." _ and I admired him greatly." 
', 

... 

7Z. 
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Omar N. Bradley 
The divisions of 18th Airborne Corps, the 

82nd Airborne at Ft. Bragg and 101st Air
mobile will always have the matchless dis
tinction of having served their "big war" 
time under the command of Omar N. 
Bradley, the country's last five-star general 
who died at 88 while attending a military 
reunion. 

Bradley, the unassuming commander who 
was a favorite of the common soldier, actu
ally commanded the 82nd for three months 
when it was reactivated at Camp Claiborne, 
La. , in the spring of 1942. He then went on 
to commands in Africa and Sicily, and then 
top U.S. ground commander as allied armi
es rolled from the Normandv beaches to the 
heart of Germany. In all those commands, 

Bradley had control of · paratroopers and 
glidermen of the airborne divisions. 

Bradley combined a soldier's courage and 
talent with a humane love of the things of 
peace. After retirement, while a'.ctive as a 
symbol of the World War II Army, he 
worked with organizations devoted to im
proving public education and helping chil
dren from poor families. 

With his death, all the titan-names of 
World War II have passed from the scene. 
Omar Bradley's legacy persists not only in 
the remembrance of his wartime greatness 
as a commander, but in his lifelong concern 
for the things that make for peace and for 
a better life for those ordinary peopie who 
f onnd in him a . special sort of friend in 
l1igt1er ecnelon::,. 
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Sen. 1.,ower 
pays respects 

to Bradley 
Honor guard preens ............. 22A 

By MATT PRICHARD 
Times staff writer 

U.S. Sen. John Tower of Texas 
honored a comrade in arms Satur
day with a brief visit to the Fort 

.Bliss chapel where General oI the 

. Army Omar Nelson Bradley's body 
is lying in repose.- • 

Tower was one of 4,000 visitors 
pausing before the flag:-draped cas
ket in Chapel No. 1 since Friday. 
Several hundred persons, in a slow 
but steady stream, already had 
paid their respects Saturday by the 
time Tower visited at 10 a.m. 

The Republican senator was a 
Navy chief petty officer on a gun
boat in the South Pacific when 
·Bradley led a million soldiers in 
retaking France from Nazi Ger
many during World War II. 

Tower, on a weekend visit to El 
Paso, is chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee and is 
the only enlisted reservist in Con
gress. 

He was accompanied by Fort 
Bliss Commander Maj. Gen. John 
Oblinger Jr. as he paid his respects 
to the "GI' s general." 

Tower and Oblinger answered 
reporters' questions after the two 
left the chapel. 

The senator described Bradley 
as a . favorite of everyone who 
served in World War II ·and the last 
of the war's great field command
ers. 

"I hope we never have to use our 
armed power again." Tower said. 

• "We're.not in the business of creat• 
ing heroes, but deterring aggres
sion. But if we ever have to go to 
war again, J hope we have the kind 
of leadership provided by Gen. 
Bradley." 

Oblinger said he noticed that the 
first flower arrangement sent to 
the chapel came from a Fort Bliss 
private. 

"That is representative of what 
the soldiers thought of Gen. Brad
ley," he. said. 

(Please see Bradley, Page 22A) 
- (Tim~• staff photo by Carlos Rosales) 

SEN. TOWER PAUSES IN FRONT OF BRADLEY CASKET 
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Bradley---------
(Continu~ from Page lA) Maj. Richard Whaley said he former President Eisenhower or Pat-

Oblinger gave Tower an informal brought his four children, ages 2 to ton because "he wasn't so stuck on 
briefing on Fort Bliss activities, call- 8, to see the changing of the Joint himself." . 
ing the recent Border Star '81 war Service Presidential Honor Guard Cook, who resigned as a corporal 
games a "fine success." watching over Bradley's casket. because he thought Army leadership 

Oblinger said he hopes the sena- He said he would- like his children was deteriorating, said all the leaders 
tl>r will return to Fort Bliss in the U? re,ip.ember Bra~ey and emulate are gone with Bradley's death. 
fall to inaugurate the instructor train- him both professionally and perso- The body of the nation's last five-
ing courses for the Roland air defense nally." _ star general will be flown to Wash-
missile system. • Wh 1 •d 1 d hi i.ngton Monday. Tentative departure 

The Roland is.an all-weather, short- a ey sai ea ers ·p-like Brad- time is 10 a.m. from El Paso Interna-ley's "takes a certain degreed£ char-
range air defense missile that is a ismatic presence and respect and un- tional Airport aboard a presidential 
joint venture with France and Ger- derstanciing of people." He said Brad- aircraft. Bradley's body will lie in re
many, Oblinger said. He told Tower ley knew how terrible war is and poseinBethlehemChape!ofWashing-
that budget.considerations may delay accomplished his mission as quickly ton National Cathedral. · . 
the missile's implementation, but "it and effectively as possible, minimiz- Funeral at the cathedral will . be 
will get there." ing casualties _ a~ noon Tuesday. A funeral processwn 

Bradley's mourners Saturday !n- • will take the casket to Arlington Na-
eluded crusty and solemn veterans, "Any officer or sergeant should tional Cemetery, where graveside 
veterans' widows and active military have some of that in him," he said. ceremonies will be conducted. 
personnel, many who brought their "I think we _would have this kind of Memorial services at Fort Bliss will 
children. leadership today, ~ven a stressful be at noon Tuesday, beginning with a 

One young soldier drove up to the situation." l~gun salute fired at one-minute in-
chapel on a motorcycle. Mrs . . John Parrott, widow of an tervals. Brig. Gen. Archie Cannon, as-

They filed into the chapel. Some Army colonel who fought in the Pa- sistant commandant of the Air De
sat in silence and others perused both cific during World War II and in the fense School. will give the eulogy at 
simple and ~laborate. floral atrang-a- Korean War, said she paid her re- Howze Field band shell north of Build-
ments before the altal". spects to Bradley because "he was iDg 2 on Sheridan Road. 

"IDs men always came first. and a great person and El Paso was hon• The public may view Bradley's cas-
they knew it," said Charles· Smith, ored to have. him here." ket in Chapel 1 around the clock uutil 
a retired officer who crosaed the She said she was afraid the armed 7:30 a.m. Monday. 
Rhine with Gen. George Patton's 3rd services would not have Bradley's. 
Army in World War II. kind of leadership in case of another 

Retired Platoon Sgt. Brandon Cody conflict. 
Jr. praised Bradley for his "pa- W.Y. Cook, who said he saw Brad
tience," which he said is necessary in. ley on several occasions in 1944, said 
the Army.• _ the general was more respected than 

..... 

... 
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Bradley .. 
was 011e 

of a J.lrind 
i ·• ~. - .. 
I , • ._ .' ~ -

. .... ..... , ,. 

Barbara 
r • h runk, ouser 
Times Editor 

Much is being.written about Gen. of 
the Armf O~a.r N. Bradley, and de
servedly so. Be was an extraordinary 
man. a true hero to the American peo-
9le. 

It's not always e~sy to talk to a hero 
and I stumbled arcund with more 
words than my share when I visited 
Gen. Bradley in his cffice at the old 
Beaumont Medical Center adminis-
tration buildl!lg. . 

Retin:d Times editor Bill Latham 
had arranged the visit. He became 
very well acquainted with the general • 
as. civilian aide to the secretary oithe • 
Army for WesL Texas. I wanted to 
meet the general so I leaned on Lath-
90! for an introduction. . 

We went a little early and enjoyed 
an C?Port'JDii:.y to look at the gener:il's 
memorabilia - photographs of fa. 
mo~ people, books, the very large 
televmon set'.:~ enjoyed ·iJ!atcbing -
before 'Bradley arrived. 

In preparation for the visit, I had 
followed my infor1nal rule from re
porti~g dars : A!,ways have three good 
qu~~tou.s ~ mu.d ~nd pteferailly in 
:,vnun~. This plan will usually get any 
w.erv1ew off the ground. 

T'.ile general welcomed us and then 
sat waiting for me to speak. Lath:lm 
had Tfld him I had some questions. I 
hadn t wri.tten them down and for a 
moment my mi.ad went aLwlutely 
blank. Here. before me. in the s.1rne 
room, was the great Gen. Omar Brad
le~. I \~:is awE:d b:r the man. by his 
r1:putat1on, by his very presence. 
~ F.ii1ally, with a little prodding from 
L.l:taaro, l 1•ecovercd. 

Page Fl 

How cl.id he l!l,~ .S! Pas.:,"? T:, i.' 1a· 
sv. tr was short. [ti;; a line -town and 
ht: is -,ery t.appy ticre. He likes the 
we:i.the1·. 

i~o . 2: Wh:.t d~ yo~ t.hink of today's 
Army? .Vert, I 1ii<in'L reallv need the 
third question. Geu. Br:ldiey was a 
soldier':i soldier and the young men in 
tOday'o; .4.rmy arc the brightest, best 
etlucated. be.st tr~ined in historv. He 
hC:ape11 ri;:aise on today 's soldiers, his 
ey~:. s~~rkling, his face animated. He 
was talking about hi.s great love. This 
t,ok care of most of oilr hour. 

The thb:d question was whether the· 
.United States could or would ever 
again fighr a wai- such as World War 
n. Thi$ bothered him a bit. He loatr1ed 
war, yet it was a great part of his.life. 
He hoped and prayed we woald not. 
But could we'? I insisted . . Finally, 
after considerable thought, he said, 
"Not without great provocation." 
L!ke another Pearl Harbor; some· 
lliiI:g equiv:.lent? Yes, he said. He 
said it aimost sadly, almost kindly . . 
The sparkle went from his eyes. He 
did~'t v.·ant to contemplate iL . 

Gen. Bradiey wanted to L'link about 
iice yoll.ilg soldiers. He didn't want to 
think of wh.i. t mi.ght happen to them in 
war. He had seen too much 0£ tll~t. 

He will be buried Tuesday in Arling
tc.n Nafa•nai Ccmi:tery, among his 
soldiers. . . . · • • 

!t was so fine to have talked with 
hfrn. It meant much to · me then :ind 
means !?!.l!t:h :li)W . I alwa:,!:i will re
member his p.resc~ce. He ,\'as an im• 
pressive man. He was a hero. . ., "' 

..... 
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Bradlev i17ill he a hero 
al 

'for the duration' 
It's just for the duration. we used to say

meaning things would get better after 
World War II. 

Sure enough, things did get · better. And 
my generation has always felt a debt of 
gratitude to heroes like Omar Bradley, 
George Marshall, Douglas MacArthur, 
Dwight Eisenhower. For four years, the du
ration, they held our lives in their hands. 

Bradley was respected as the GI's general 
and he led more combat. soldiers than any 
American field commander in history. 

Some of them were from my hometown of 
Muenster, Texas. Some of them trained in a 
camp a few miles away 
from us. We held on to 
them as long as we 
could with canteen 
dances and home
cooked meals. Always 
give a soldier a ride. Al
ways give a soldier your 
seat in _the train. They deserved the best 
because they were our best. It was just for 
the duration. 

We opened our hearts·to them, men we 
didn't really know, yet who suddenly be
came as familiar as our brothers and fa
thers and sons. Reluctantly, we gave them 
all - the boys and the generals - to the 
war. 

They pulled out from our hometown in 
busloads. It was just for the duration. 

We eared enough abont them to accom
pany them to war, in spirit. When we col
lected scrap metal and rationed our food 

and wore paper-soled shoes and drove jalo- .. 
pies desperate for new parts, we were sacri
ficing for our·boys. It was just for the dura
tion. We saved allowances to buy special 10-
cem :;tamps to paste in war bond books. An 
$18.57 book bought a helmet. 

I remember D-Day, the invasion of Eu
rope, June 4, 1944~ We had known it was 
coming, had· speculated on the date for 
days. Everywhere you went in our town, 
you heard radio commentary about the in
vasion. We followed maps to keep track of 
our young men. 

I remember long vigils: Corregidor, the 
Battle of the Bulge, 
Okinawa. Hold on, hold 
on - that is what we all 
were doing, for the du
ration. 

We dreaded that re
lentless toll of the 
church bell. One of us 

would ring up the telephone operator and 
ask her which one we had lost. A little flag 
in the window with a blue star meant a son 
or husband in the war. If the star was gold, 
well... • 

Four endless years and the duration 
ended. The warriors came home. Some of 
them celebrated life and we helped them. 
Some of them filled a corner of the ceme
tery in our hometown with rows of white 
crosses. Some of them like Bradley, be
came our enduring heroes. 

We are proud of all of them. 

..... 
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for Bradley duty 
By KATI' PRICHARD 

Times staff writer 
"Get the man some tape! " the ser

geant yelled down. the improvised 
barracks. 

Soon, oneQf the soldier's buddies
his hand wrapped in sticky-side-out · 
tape - was going over bu dark blue 
uniform like a cat preening its 
mate. 

Only after every nit had been ex
tracted was the soldier allowed '.o join 
the other members of the Joint Ser
vice Presidential Honor Guard on the 
next shift. 

Honor guard soldiers are standing 
watch over the casket of General of 
the Army Omar Nelson Bradley at 
Fort Bliss Chapel No. l. 

Seventy-five enlisted men and six 
officers from all five services make 
up the contingent of the prestigious 
honor guard flown to El Paso to watch· 
over the casket of the nation's last 
five-star general • 

The famous changing of the guard 
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at 
Arlington National Cemetery is per
formed by only the very best of the 
honor guard. , . 

Many of the soldiers standing watch 
over Bradley's casket are disciplined 
members of drill teams and have 
stood guard over numerous presiden
tial and other top.level functions. 

Volunteers handpicked for the 
hc:;or guard mw' "e at least 5 feet 10 
inches tall, slem.i , . and have a clean 
reeord. 

The honor guard has about 1,000 
Army members. An average stay in 
the cadre is three years. 

Candidates receive three weeks of 
advanced individual training, which 
covers marching, standing at atten
tion and concentration. 

The extra instruction shows. The 
fixed gaze and virtually unwavering, 
ramrod-straight stance while on duty 
provoke a little pride in even the most 
cynical observer. 

The slow, deliberate arm move
ments of the salute seem activated by 
a spring with ends attached to the 
elbow and sliould~r) 

. "We do any job. We've stood in 
snow, rain and 115-degree weather," 
Petty Officet lst Class Donald Garris 
of the Coast· Guard said. 

The_ temporary barracks for the 

guard next to the chapel looks like a 
cleaners. 

Although soldiers only pull a 30-mi
nute stand about every two hours dur- . 
ing the day or night shift, preparation 
is extensive. 

. Uniforms are pressed once or twice 
daily. Almost 20 brass buttons and 
pins 'must have nary a smudge. "You 
don't lose the (brass pieces). But if 
you do, you borrow. buy or make an-

. other one," Army Sgt. Paul DeMar
chis said. 

Soldiers must be able to see them-
selves in their shoes. . 

Several of the soldiers laced up a . 
girdle tightly to prevent back fatigue. 
But most important is to relax before 
duty, Marine Sgt. David·. McKay 
said. , 

The soldiers grabbed their World 
W_ar II-vintage .M-1 rifles ~ complete 
with chrome bayonets ....: breathed 
deeply and marched out .of the bar• 
racks. 

Why all the ha~sle? Pride, prestige, 
travel? • 

"For one, I'll be able to say I pulled • 
General Bradley's funeral," Army 
Sgt. Willie Lewis said. • 

..... 



OIDar, Bradley 
" On his death it could be said that Gen. Omar Brad

• --.! ley headed the largest force of American soldiers 
:-. : •ever assembled - 1.3 million. In his last combat role 

-"' as head of the 12th U.S. Army Group in Europe, he 
) commanded the 1st, 3rd, 9th and 14th armies. But his 

... was a larger command: ,He commanded the love and 
,.,..,_ trust of those who fought under him'. On 0-Day, as his 

men set sail from Britain for the biggest, most ambi-
tious invasion in military history, he said, "I'll see 
you on the beaches.'·' And he did. Perhaps his finest 
military title was that of "the GI's general." 

:~; Gen. Bradley was not a martial man. He did not 
:~::-;: dramatize war. Yet he served his country in uniform 

::::~ longer than anyone ever has. Tall, scholarly, soft-
. :;:;: spoken, he had compassion and concern for his 

• .•• ,. troops. That compassion and concern carried over 
• ·::.:: into peacetime when President Truman appointed 
=:.'.:..'! him head of the Veterans Administration. Until World 

•. • :;: War II, veterans hospitals had been built on idyllic 
:::::;: theory rather than practical medical needs .. They. 
:::::;: were placed in the small towns and countryside on 
<:~ the notion that incapacitated veterans could live out 
. . - their lives viewing the scenery. The result was that 

• · :~:;: the veterans hospitals found it hard 
I 
to attract the 

• • :::~ best physicians and medical staff. 
•··-:c Under Gen. Bradley, the system was transformed. 
• ·-- V.A. hospitals were placed in cities near the finest 

medical centers in the United States. They became a 
. part of the vital teaching and research system that 

-~ provides the finest medical care. Gen. Bradley was 
the nation's last five-star general. His stars were 

; earned in a lifetime of service to his country. ·.,. 
... ,,.:. 
,::;; 
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Soldi~rs didn't gripe 
about'GI'Sgeneral • 

• • •,, ~ .. •'I ? ," -~ . .!~-. ~1 '., ~• ... • ,: • _. , · .. t . • !. , • • · ~ • • • • I • 

1 -: Omar N. Bradley: This officer is aliout. the best~ 
•• rounded/well-balancut senior officer that we. have 

in tMservice. His judgments are.always sound. .. . 
~ entry in Dwight D. Eisenhower's 1943 diary 

Flynn's appraisal of Bradley apparently: was 
shared by thousands of soldiers. At one point in 
World War II, Bradley directed the largest army 
ever commanded by a U.S. general: 1,300,000 million 

By Kent Biffle · .; · men at arms. And it wasn't just che veterans who 
Slaff'Writcr of Th• News • -~ revered Bradley; young army recruits stormed him 

• - , • • r - ·at public appearances with·salutes and requests for 
• Rights of a combat soldier~.:,;_ a· grunt,:,;.;- don:;t autographs. 

really amount to much. -· -- : : • : - When Bradley, who had served four years as 
But one. thing.any fighting soldier insists on,is the first chairman· of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

-his -rig,b.t to.-gripe or complain or, as he'd put it, moved from Beverly Hills, Calif .. (after 1S years as 
• bitch ~bout such things as bad food,_ spectacular , • .rhairman of the board of the Bulova Watch Co.), to . 
foul-ups and, unsurprisingly, that most convenient .-
target of coarse, if guarded, comment_ ~mmand- -: spend bis final Y~ at Fort Bliss.~n El Paso. he told_ 
ing officers. _ . _ :. The_Dallas Morning News: . _. . _ 

The striking thing about Omar Bradley, the na- . -•. • '!hat bugle call every mornlllg µJ,mus1c to.~~- . 
tion's .only 5-star general, who died this .week, is · ears. . . . • 
that. as a commanding:officer, he ·was amazingly <_ What he didn't say was that by ~en-19n ~ 
well liked by his soldiers;. • • · . .his_ body waS under attack by arthritts, the_comph-

, "Hell, his men all seemed fond of him. He is the . ~tlons of a stroke, the effec? of a West Point foot-
·. only: general of whom: l heard ~ot a single com- - - ' 
plaintt4roughout World War ~ Not a .single .. one," 
.said.Jotui~T. h'lynn:;,,;saddened -by his·old cm.efs- _ 

.,9e11th. - . . ' • : .. - . -- • ... -; . ' 
, . :-"~vecy'body r~ted him:' . . . . 
- __ ~,forme~_photographer. of-.TMDallas Morning . 
News.Flynn. now S7, qualifies as an expert witness, ·'.
having done "some fighting" for Bradley during ._.: ·-
World War II.- if you•r~ willing to call five of the • 
six.European campaigns some fighting. 
____ £U _a_ l>_y._c~ ~~r~@qt ~i th a J.igllt ~Jie_ryJ>attal~-
ion-,·Flyun, who lives in Dallas, marched•with Brad~ . 
ley fz:_om the beaches of Normandy, by way of the · 
Bulge., _across the Rhine (''The. First Army was the·, .. 
first.'') aIUi to the: ultimate meeting with- ·the-ad- · 
~ancingSoviet Army> • ·' 
L .. ,, :·He ,was the GI's general He cared about his 
)um ,Fqr: example, one of his biggest problems was : 
,keeping~~ rein on:Gen. George Patton, u said Fl~ 
'wbo,spen~ about a year.and a half under Bradle'fs
·command. - . :• - : ,•_ ; .• ,-
, •• "Patton had an altogether different.sort of rep
utation with :.its men. They called him 'Blood-Guts
and-Glory l'atton' -your blood;·your guts;and h~ 
glofy· • . .• . ._ • '_---• 

;'When· the perce.ntage of casualties ~e 
unacceptable to Gen. Bradley in any-situation, he'd' 
try to do something about it. Patton didn't ·seem 'to 
worry about-casualties. With him, it was straight 
ahead... . • 

Gens. Dwight D. Eisenhower and Omar 
Bradley at Trophy Point during 'the 50th 
class reunion of the Class of 1915 at West 
Point. 

..... 
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ball injury and,·as it turned out Wednesday at New 
York's 21 Club, a deadly heart condition that would 
end his gg years. 

• Pla in ly, Bradley moved to Fort Bliss because he 
desperately needed to be near the doctors of the 
Beaumont Army Hospital at the base. , 

1 Des-pite his bad health, which kept hfrn in a 
wheelcba1r, Bradley continued as one of the coun
try;s ieading militacy ornaments for ceremonies of 
all kinds. Against doctors' wishes, he would rise to. 
attention and salute during reviews of the troops at 
Fort Bliss. 

Aggressively, he used to hunt game birds from 
that wheelchair, asking an aide to wheel him 
through the grass so the old general could blast 

• e.way with a shotgun. 
• _More seriously, during his stay at Fort Bliss, he 
talked tactics and military history with soldier stu

:dents in classes at the base. He granted press brief
ings to b.elp rebuild the image of the U.S. military 
forces, which had declined during the Vietnamese 

.war. 
The Missouri-born Bradley didn't initially plan 

a military career.-.He first decided to apply for West 
Point when he learned the academy charged ·no tu•·, 
ition. He asked a congressman to appoint him;..But 
Bradley wasn't the congressman's. first choice. 
Only after the first chosen appiicant flunked his 

. ~mission examination was Bradley named by the 
congressman. By then. however, ~radley had grave 
reservations about' giving up a perfectly good, 17-

• cents-an-hour job in a boiler shop just to go to west · . 
PoinL 

::: , . • I ; ' h . ~ • /~, \J t 
• • But West Point.won. · . 11 .• . • . • • • .' .:. • .-.: • 

• Of World War I, he'said,' .. Nried every waylI 
could to get overseas but I didn't make it. I thought 
they had ruined my career. I thought it was over. · • 

• "I had that belief until I went to the Fon Benn
ing Infantry School A lot of ~Y contemporaries 
were there. They'd been imb~ed with trench war-

• fare. But trench ·warfare wasn't being taught at the 
time (1925)." 

~radley finished at ~~ top of his class. · 
.. In February, 1941, Bradley was named comman
dant of the infantry school and, at age 48, became 
the first of his 1915 West Point graduating class to 
win a general's star. • • ; 

He was far from the last. In fact, the class, 
which included • Dwight Eisenhower, became 
known as the "the class the stars fell on." Of the 164 
graduates; 59 became generals. They divided a total 
of 111 stars. 

. Talking with the low-keyed Bradley, one might 
easily feel that this commander may have fought 
World War II without ever raising his voice. And, 
for a- man of his rank. his retention of what might 

: be called the common.touch was endearing to his 
men. 

"In North Africa and Sicily; my first two com
bat commands, I visited tho front line of each divi• 
sion each day to talk to the men. It's good for mo-
rale of the men- to see 'the old man' at the front: 

Throughout the European campaigns. Bradley 
continued to visit the front lines-so often that he 
was awarded what foot soldiers called "the mark of 
the beast." the · respected Combat Infantryman's , 
Badge. ; 

His men told each other that "the old man" ! 
didn't even own a Sam Browne belt or a dress cap. I 

After the victory parades closed the war, Brad- 1 

ley served for a time as head or the Veterans Ad· 
ministration .. 

. Following the death of his first wife, he mar
ried ·.·~ a funner . Associated : Press reporter atl,d 
screen'!f1ter who. met him ~ ~~ ~~terview on· Oki~ 
nawa. "I made a note; •r11 be ba~,' and here I am," 
she ·to1d reporters .when. the couple arrived in 
Texas. Kitty Bradley, 58, was with the general when 
he was stricken in New York. ' 

Returned to Fort Blis::, the.general's body, after 
El Paso rites, will be flown to Washington Monday 
a.board a presidential jet. • Gen. Bradley will lie- in 
state in a chapel ·in Washington Cathedraf until fu-1 

• I 

neral services at.1 p.m. Tuesday .. The body.w.ill,be1 
moved by caisson to' P.~lington National Cemeterr; 
where he will be buried with military honors. . . .1 

. . AlthouFth he used to jest_ that, he w_tshed ~o li_ve:_ 
to age • 120, the military · leader died with few re--

. grets. ... ,. ., .. · 
. In his final intervit=w with The News; he smiled 

and said: • ' • · • • • • . · • • 
''!'Ye been successful and lUcky along with it." 
He. said he was pleased by- the spirit of the . 

troops at Fon Bliss. but admitted his concern that 
• "America is son of fall1ng behind in honesty, integ• 
rity and patriotism at all levels." ···, 

But he wasn't worried that citizens wouldn't 
unite to protect America if the nation were threat• 
ened. · ·. • · • '.:. :_ : . , • • • •• 

Of military leadership, he said~ ''Somebody will . 
always rise to the occasion." • • :-- ..... 

, ... 
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Lt. Gen. Omar Bradley, U.S. 12th Army Group commander, au
tographs.the helmet of Pvt. Jolin Powell, Syracuse, N.Y., at the 
9th Division command post n_ear Hungen, Germany, in Febru
ary 1945. 



DALL A S MORN l :.G NEWS April 12 , 1981 Page AAi & i\A'l. 

Bradley filled 
a hero's role 
:WithS1:)7le 
By Dre~ Middleto~ 
New Yo,.lc Timu New~ Scnriu . 

NEW YORK - Omar Bradley was a peculiarly 
American military hero. There was about him some 
-of the salt tang of the nation's youth, a faint echo of 
the frontier. The tall, lank figure would not have 
been out of place in one of Mathew Brady's phot<r 
graphsofLincoln and his generals. • 

• History is cenain to count Bradley as America's 
most successful field commander in World War IL 
.. The reputations of other generals-American, 
British and R,ussian - have been tarnished by the 
thousands of .histories, biographies and. memoirs 
that have poured from the presses since 1945. _ • 

: . The release of most of the long-secret Ultra ma
terial, through .which Allied commanders were in• 
formed of German intentions: and dispositions; has 
cast new light on some feats of generalship-once 
Acclaimed. • • • • 0 I 

~ Bradley's stature has not diminished. A reread•·· 
ing of hj~ _campaign .from Nqrmandy's beaches to 
Germany's Elbe River enforces the contemporary 
v~w that it was a military masterpiece: . . 1 

'. ,! 1n a war that had its share of synthetic heroes. 
on both sides, Bradley was genuine. Yet the .mild.
friendly ext~rior, concealed ·a character that com
Mned some oddly discordant elements. 
'! In repose, he ,was a folksy person. plain as an 

o~ shoe, his aides. said; a man who liked to recall 
anecdotes about his baseball days at West Point and 
who could chuckle : over. • half-forgotten pranks 
pf;lyed _on young officers joining their first com
mpnds. • • 

: But there was a great mental toughness. Once 
committed to a plan of operations, he would let 
nothing prevent or delay its execution. He could be 
coldly furious with the inefficient. but ·his ·criti• 
c~ms were made in private. Only years later would 
hlr disclose how he had felt abo·ut erring command
·ers . . 

; His mathematician's mind could hold at once 
al\ the variable:: of a battle; the strength of his artil· 
le1y, the type of air support he could expect, the 
fi$hting quality of each of his divisions and the 
strengths and weaknesses of their commanders. 

; At the same time, he visualized the disposition 
aqd the condition of the German troops opposing· 
h~ tr~ps. ,. , 

, He preferred to let subordinates do _the.talkin~. 
Hti would sit impassive through •a briefing. Occa• 
sionally he would interject mildly, "No, colonel, 
the panzer grenadier outfit is there. The panzer di
vi.5ipn is ~its flan.k. Sorry to interrunt.": -1, 

The world saw him as an un~uming man, 
and, to a pomt. it was right: But he had a calm cer
tainty of his own great abilities. He often said he 
had been taught at the greatest military school in 
the world, West Point; that he was the product of a 
highly professional army and that he and his col
leagues were· better than the German commanders. 

He was resilient. When the first attempt to 
break out of the Normandy beachhead in France 
failed, he went over the operation s.tep by step, 
made the changes he·considered necessary and re
turned to the attack. 

On the morning of the final assault on the St. 
Lo position, he · said -with his customary calm, 
"We'll make it this time;" 

He took great risks, not gladly but because risks 
are part of war. 

He knew early in Decem;er 1944 that the front 
between First Army headquaners at Spa in east Bel
gium and his . .headquarters in Luxembourg was 
thmly held by untried divisions. - . 

"it 's a risk, a calculated risk," he told a corre~ 
spondcnt who had driven through the area from 
Spa. "But, it's worth it if Gen. Hodges can maintain . 
the pressure up nonh. You can't be strong every
where.'' 

, The German Ardennes offensive erupted 10 
days later smashing through the untried American 
di visions. Bradley wasted no time on recrimina
tion. 
• , He conceded that he, like ev.eryone else, had 
underestf'mated the resilience of the German war 
machine. He set to work to stifle the Wehrmacht's 
last great offensive . . •. 
, Under his direction. Gen. ~rge Patton was 

ordered north to bite into the hinge of the German 
attack and, with the help of the Allied air forces, 
the drive was held. • , 

, Bradley was known as "the G.I.'s general.'' This 
was true only. to .. a certain extent. The distance be• 
tween the man_in the foxhole and an Army group 
commander is astronomical. Few soldiers in the • .... . 
tens of thousands under his command ever saw 
Bradley. 

What was more important was that they knew 
he did not waste lives, that any . operation would 
include the lavish use of bombers, field guns·and 
tanks to sa:ve the.lives-Of the infantry. -

He was an infantryman with great faith in the 
• arm. Did that faith lea!i him to make one of his few 
m1Stakes? • 

In the winter _Qf 1943-1944, the British had d~ 
veloped what were called "the funny tanks." The 
tanks were armed and equipped to plough up mine
fields, to take out strong points with flame 
throwers ·and to crash through the defenses 
erected on the beaches. , 

Bradley turned down a
0

British offer to lend the 
Amerk~: ::s some o' ,,. ,! "funnies" for his landing 
forces. On ' 1. ·, _, , ·. • • .,:an progress through the 
defenses anu u: ' ' : ··hes was markedly slower 
than that of the Bri • •. • •· es which had the assist-
ance of the "fun 11iL,, 

Years later. one of hts staff officers said: "The 
general didn't like 'the funnies.' He saw it as -an d 3 
infantryman's battle; Besides the tanks were Brit• l) 
ish. He thought we shou k '-' , ii on our own." 
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Bradley's legacy to tho army_ he loved was his 
conviction that sufficient bombing and artillery 
pl us tanks could break the ~rmans or any enemy. 

Was Bradley wrong? Not in the circumstances. 
He often said the American war machine could 
turn out thousa:ads of tanks, bombers and fieid 
guns and that this materia_l superiority would win 
the war. 

Yet, or. occasion, he could act with great dash. 
He risked ·, great deal when the American forces 
crossed n.,. Rhine at Rema gen after discovering an . 
undefendf,J bridge the.i:e. That night he got the e1e-
• men ts of four divisions movingicross the river.·' ~I . - ,. 
. Much has been made of the supposed bad blood 
that existed between Bradley and the British field 
marshal, Sir Bernard Law Montgomery. They were 
strong men with strong opinions, and naturally 
they clashed. But there also was a good deal of re
spect. . • • . . . t 

With Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, Bradley's re
lations were friendly, but never especially warm;· 
There were indications at times that be did not ! 
share the general adulation of the Supreme· <;om::'. 
mander. But it should be remembered that they 
were great men in their time, and . they were not 
jealous o~ the other. ' • • • 

..... 



The Fayetteville Observer 
ESTABLISHED 1816 

Omar Bradley , 
General of the Army Omar Bradley, who died 

on Wednesday, was not only the last of the great 
World War II commanders; he was also a rather 
remarkable exception to Leo Durocher's rule that 
"nice guys finish last." 

Scores of books on the North · African and 
European campaigns have described his unusual 
skills as strategist, organizer and leader in the . 
campaigns of Tunisia, Sicily, Frarice, Belgium 
and Germany. As well as any other Allied leader; 
he met the enormous personal challenges involved• 
in the sudden change from small, pre-war com
mands to the greatest mass military operations in 
history. 

One of his first challenges early in the war -
from Mar. 23 to June 25, 1942 - was to get the 
82nd Division in shape to become the 82nd Airbor
ne Division, which it became on Aug. 15 of that 
year. And his last task in that enormous conflict 

Quote 

was to direct the 1.3 million soldiers of the 12th 
Army Group, the largest force ever led by an 
American group commander: 

Like everyone else, Bradley was caught off 
guard by the powerful German counterattack in 
the Battle of the Bulge. But the resilience and 
courage of his soldiers and his own sound respon
ses to crisis tided us over those dark times around 
Christma.s, 1944, and only the Nazis briefly slowed 
the Allied surge to victory. 

In spite of his great abilities as a sot<ller, 
Bradley seemed to most Americans like the old 
description of the Tar Heel State - a vale of 
humility between peaks of arrogance. He was 
neither flamboyant nor temperamenEal in the sty
le of his brilliant subordinate, Gen. George S. 
Patton; and he showed none of the arrogance or 
personal ambition of his British counterpart, Field 
Marshal Bernard Montgomery. • 

Less affable than his immediate boss, Gen. 
Eisenhower, and less given to temper, too, he 
seemed more in the mold of his top boss in the 
Army, Gen. George Marshall - plain, unostenta-

"But (Pearl Harbor) and the subsequent tious, but tough and unflappable. 
lessons we learned, day by day, until September, He was held in great affection by enlisted men 
1945, should have taught all military men that our because they felt he was cautious in the expendi
military forces are one team - in the game to win ture of their blood and because he identified with 
regardless of who carries the ball. This is no time them, dressing as plainly as a general could. Long 
for 'fancy dans' who won't hit the line with all after the war he proudly observed that ''.they 
they have on every play, unless they can call the . consider me one of them." 
signals. Each player on this team - whether he . Few great commanders have undertaken 
shines in the spotlight of the backfield or eats dirt • more awesome duties than Gen. Bradley, carried 
in the line - must be an All-American. - Gen. )hem out exceptionally wel!, and yet emerged 
Omar Bradley, in testimony to a House commit- unscathed by the arrows of Jealousy and untarn-
tee, Oct. 19, 1949. bhed by the stains of controversy. 
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3 generals fell under 

El Paso's charm 
By GRACE HARTGER 

Times staff writer 
Omar Bradley was one of three of 

the Army's stellar commanders to 
whom El Paso beckoned. And of the 
three, he stayed th_e longest. 

Gen. John J. "Black Jack" Persh
ing, who massed thousands of soldiers 
in El Paso and along the border for 
the 1916 punitive expedition into Mexi
co, almost retired here. 

Gen. George S. Patton Jr., the flam
boyant 3rd Army commander, 
trained at Fort Bliss in 1915 and rode 
into Mexico with Pershing. He did not 
come back to live here, but he packed 
his pearl-handled Colt revolver in a 
holster custom-made in El Paso. • 

Duty assignments brought Persh• 
ing and Patton here. Patton, like 
many other soldiers coming to Fort 
Bliss, was fascinated with the rich 
lore of the area and the "Wild West" 
atmosphere that in 1915 still was vi- -
brant with cowboys and Indians. 

Bradley's first taste of El Paso ap
parently was to review Fort Bliss' 
troops in 1948. 

But a common attraction to the 
three was the area's warmth -- both 
in its weather and friendliness. 

When Bradley returned in • 1977 to 
make El Paso his permanent home, 
he said the warm dry climate would 
be good for his_ arthritis. El Paso's 
proximity to dog racing, horse racing 
and bullfights were other factors. 

In June 1948, aS' a four-star general 
and newly named Army chief of staff, 
Bradley reviewed troops on Noel 
Field at Fort Bliss. He returned that 
year in November to participate in 
Bliss' centennial celebration. He then 
remarked about the "warm spirit" 
that existed between El Paso and the 
Army post. 

A Times account r -called, "The 
general drew up to the Fort Bliss rep
lica in a stagecoach to troop the line 
of bearded i84li soldiers and the mod
ern line." 

PPr,;hini;r whn nsPri thP El Paso 

Generals-----
(Continued from Page lA) _ made for him by W.J. Myres, owner 

area as a base to pursue Pancho Villa, of S.D. Myres Saddle Co. of El 
was well known and well liked here. Paso. - • 
And after his success as commander Patton's interest in cavalry weap
of the American Expeditionary Force ons and gunslingers of the Southwest 
in France, his popularity in El Paso, led him to visit "Tio Sam" Myres in 
soared- perhaps too high for him to his famous saddle shop. Myres was 
settle here. known as a "dead shot," and Patton 

In 1920, Pershing returned to bid the always remembered the smell of 
city farewell.before going to San Anto- horse flesh, leather, wool and hides at 
nio. "I'll be back," he told the throng. _ his shop. Years later he contracted to _ 
According to news accounts, he kept have the holster made by Tio's son, 
his promise, with seldom a year pass- W.J. "Bill" Myres. 
ing that he did not visit for a day or Patton brought himself to Persh-
two. ing_'s attention at Fort Bliss when the. 

Feb. 2, 1920, Pershing wrote Mayor expedition into Mexico was gearing 
Charles Davis: "As I leave El Paso I. up. The brash, impetuous young Pat• 
desire to express to you, and to the ton-chagrined that his own Cavalry 
people-of your city, my-sincere thanks unit was not heading south-camped 
for the warm welcome and reception on the steps of Pershing's guarters for 
accorded me and the officers of my two days, waiting for a chance to ask 
staff." the general to take him to .Mexi.co with 

Had Pershing not been so well him. 
known in El Paso, he might have re- Undaunted by Pershing's answer 
tired here after active service, he told that he already had two aides and 
his friend Richard F. Burges, an El did not need another, Patton told him, 
Pasoan who served with him in "If youtake me, you won't regret this, 
France during World War I. Burges, sir. I can be of good use to you." 
an Army major, returned to El Paso Patton's persistence woo, and the 
and became a lawyer. general appointed him headquarters 

"The fact he was popular here, and commandant and acting aide with the 
would have been faced with the neces- cavalry column. 
sity of accepting or refusing numer- Later, when Pershing became com• 
ous invitations, I believe, was respon- mander of the American Expedition
sible for Gen. Pershing choosing Tue- ary Force in Europe, he chose LL 
son as his winter quarters," Burges Patton to command his Headquarters 
said in 1948 at the time of the gen- Troop at Chaumoo_t. . . 
eral's death. Pershing retired from ,...:,,• Before Patton sailed f~r Afnca with 
active duty in 1924. )'~ the WestPrn Ta~~ Force 1:Il ~orld War 

Patton did not return to live '' " '.,.. .II, he ·,vent to v1S1t Pershing in Walter 
after his training stint as a . Reed • Hospital. Retired from active 
lieutenant. But he carried wm • foty years before, the old genera! 
reminder of the C! . • .. His fa.1110 .. ;;, placed a frail hand on Patl,.,n's bowed 
flashy Colt .45 was cradled in 1 spe- head and gave him the blessing he ·/ 
cially ordered shoulder holster hand• had come to request. 8" ft:) 
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Thousands pay Bradley respects 
Times combined sources 

Mourners crowded the adobe Chapel No. 1 at Fort Bliss to pay 
their last respects Sunday to General of the , Army Omar N. 
Bradley, the natipn's. last five-star general. • 

Bradley's body will be taken from El Paso to Washington 
aboard a presidential jet Monday for a funeral and burial in 
Arlington National Cemetery. His wife, Kitty, is scheduled to 
accompany the flag-draped coffin on the 10 a.m. flight. 

Bradley, the "GI's general," died of a heart attack Wednesday 
in New York City. He was 88 years old. 

By Sunday morning, about 5,000 people had visited the chapel, 
Fort Bliss spokesman Ed Starnes said. Sunday drew the largest 
crowds of the four-day vigil in El Paso: the city Bradley had called 
home since 1977. Visitors sat in the pews of the modest chapel, 
silently watching the changing of the presidential honor guard . 
around the casket. 

He will be buried Tuesday. Local observances are planned for 
noon tha.t day with a 19-gun salute and eulogy at Howze Field 
band shell north of Building No. 2 on Sheridan Road. 

'ii 

I 

..... 

_,,. 



EL PASO HERI\LU 1"0'.:-iT 

:~.;·: . ;: -~>: 

-~" .,.. .... ~'. 'I' 

April 13, 1981 

~ .. >,>:/ ···•·•·.(:: ( ·:' • 

Mh~·•··•B· ~I--·--~--·--~ •.. u ··~ i ,, ,, '" 
' , ' , 

:t~tit,\I,,,· "' :.~_;'. 
_.,:;_: .. '.'::::•-: 
.:T:l~ -~

i{;::: .. ::-:· ·--.-•:.f~:-:'.·::: :•.· ·-····:·--

A flag-draped casket bearing the body of 
General of the Army Omar Bradley is car· 
ried from the Fort Bliss Chapel by an 
honor guard ( top picture). 
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Leaving homePollpllDIQ b¥ Jerry unm._ 

The casket was 
taken to El Paso International Airport 
today to be flown to Washington aboard a 
presidential jet. At the airport (bottom pic
ture) the casket was followed by a process
ion including Bradley's widow and El Paso 

. _and military officials-. 

Bradley. tcikes last 
_· • ' ! • . . 

flight from El Paso 
By BILL THOMPSON worked on Bradley's personal staff .. 

lllrai.Pllll Statr wrttar in a touching goodbye~ 
The body of General of the Army 

Omar Nelson Bradley, the grand KAJOR GEN. JOHN· O,blinger, 
old man of. the U.S. Army, a man commandant of Fort Bliss.
revered and respected by millions 
of people. was carried through the 
main concourse of International. 
Airport today and placed aboard a 

Bradley's widow pre-
pares to leave, A-4 • 

presidential plane. marched at tbe head of the honor 
His fmal resting place will be in guard bearing the casket to the air· 

the nation's most hallowed .ceme- plane. 
~ry. Arlington National, in Wash• Prominent in the corteg~ were 
mgton, D.C. . U.S. Rep. Richard Wh!te, Mayor 

Tom Westfall, El Paso County 
~~EDS OF airport passen• • Judge Udell Moore and U.S. 

gers, mline personnel and speeta• Boundary Commissioner Joe 
tors stood· a little straighter as · the Friedkin. • 
36th Arm~ Band fro~ F~rt Hua• Oblinger and his wife board
ch1;1c~: ~~• played ~ail to the ed the p~ane for the flight to An• 
~hief: and ThePalms as.a pres- drews Air. •Force Base, Washing• 
1d~tial honor guard earned the ton 
flag-draped silver casket between • 
rows of ramrod straight soldiers. Tl!ERE WERE hushed mur• 

Dressed in mourning black, with murs from people watching "he 
a black veil over her face, Kitty was a really great one." one person 
Bradley followed the pallbearers said. The crowd was mostly quiet 
and waited in a secluded room and respectful as the funeral cor
while the casket was placed aboard tege marched by. The plane left 
the big silver, blue and green ~resi• shortly after 10 a.m. and was due to 
dential jet which she then board• arrive in Washington this after-_~ 
ed. noon. The body of Bradley was to 

Mrs. Bradle.1 i:,used .at the bot- be taken to. the National Cathedral 
tom of the st., 1 ., [,,ading to tht: where it will lie in repose until his 
upper lev;~'. of tb.~ airport and funeral services and burial Tttes
kissed and hugged , :; c: soldiers who day. 
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Preparing ·to. . Jeav~ .... 
Kitty Bradley, thewidow of General of the Army Omar Bradley, is 
escorted to car. Mrs.' Bradley was driven to El Paso International 
Airport and she flew to Washi~gton today. 
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takes last 
flight 

The bo4y of General of the Army 
Omar N. Bradley was placed aboard 
a presidential jet today and left El 
Paso for the last time, on the way to 
Washington, D.C., where he will be 
buried in Arlington National Ceme-

·tery Tuesday. • 
Bradley's body left the main chapel 

• at Fort Bliss at approximately 9:30 
• a.m. in a funeral prQCession which 

traveled across Fort Bliss and ended 
at the main front doors of the passen
ger terminal at El Paso International 
Airport. 

ESCORTED BY A . presidential 
honor guard, the flag draped silver 
casket was taken into the terminal. 
through the main lobby to tile escala
tors and then outside the terminal to 
be placed on the plane. 

Kitty Bradley, · escorted by Maj. 
Gen. John Oblinger and Mrs. Ob
linger, was taken to the American 
Airlines VIP lounge while the casket 
was loaded aboard the presidential 
airplane. 

She also took the 10 a.m. flight from 
El Paso to Washington. 

• IN WHAT WAS a very touching 
scene, staff members of the Bradley 
office · and domestic staff paid their 
last respects to Bradley at the foot of 
the airport escalators as his body was 
taken through the ~irport. 

The body will arrive in Washington 
late today and will be taken to the 
National Cathedral where it will lie in 
state until the funeral services tomor
row. 

An El Paso service is set for noon 
Tuesday and an eulogy in memory of 
Bradley will be given at the Howze 
Field band shell. A final 19-gun salute 
in his honor will be fired. 

THOUSANDS OF nersons visited 
the Fort Bliss Chapef over the week
end to pay their last respects to , :· ,. 
man wbowas callee "the Gl's GPner• 
al." They included Texas Sens. John 
Tower and Lloyd Bentsen, many v:·> 
erans who had served under Bradley 
and young soldiers and their families 
to whom he had ser.ved as an inspira-
tion. t.• 
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~ i- A::J.fibUte to Bradley 

• :,, ; ~ l l : . . l .. . ; ' ] I . 

... ,. BJ DREW HIDDLETON Lo position, he said with his. customary calm, 
!NEW YORK - Omar N. Bradley was a "We'll make itthis •time." 

p•·culiarly American military hero. There was 
altout him some of the salt tang of the nation's HE TOOK GREAT risks, not gladly but be-

•. youth, a 'faint echo of the frontier. That tall, · cause risks are part of war. . 
la:11k figure would not have been out of place in He knew early in December 1944 that the 
v"\\i. of Mathew B. Brady's-photographs of.Lin· front between First Army headquarters at 
r.uln and his generals. . Spa in east Belgium and his headquarters in 

Hi.story is certain to count Bradley as Luxembourg was thinly held by untried divi
A merica' s most successful field commander sions. 
in World War U. '. • "It's, a risk, a calculated risk," he told a 

. . correspondent. , 
A REREADING OP . his campaign from • The GermllQ Ardennes offensive erupted 10 

\Jormandy's btaches to Germany's Elbe days later smashing through the American 
-_ a\ver re-enforces the contemporary view that divisions. Bradley wasted no time on recrimi• 

. : > . i~·iipraa a military'· JDasterpiece~ •- · nation... • 
~;- • : .. llBradley'il mil~ ~~dly e;teriol"' conc~aled Under his direction, -Gen. George S. Patton 
-.--:·· . , a lhracter thatcombiilechome·odd)y ~cor- . Jr. wu ordered north to bite into the hinge of 

dant elementL . • • ·the German attack and, with the help of the 
, . ~, i ·· • • •• • . • . Allied air forces, the drive was held; • -

. , . ~ repose. ~ '!U a ~Y person. P~ u • Bradley was known as "the G.I.'s gener- . 
alHJ1d shoe,.his:aides said; a man who liked to aL" This was ture only to a certain extent. 
r~~~ll u,ecd_ o~-about his baseball. days at ,_Few soldiers in the tens of thousands under his 
.,,~ft -Pom~ and w.ho co~d Chuc.kl~ · over half• ' i command~ ever saw Bradley. · 
~~~otten- ~ra~ played on Youp( offic_ers · i _ What wu more important was that they · 
Jommg their·first,commands. .: ... • . knew lfe -did ·not waste lives, that any opera• 
- But there was· a great mental toughness. tion ·would include the lavish use of bombers, 
Ohee committed"1D-a·plan:·ot'operations: he field guns ·and tanks to save the lives of the 

d let ·nothmg prevent or delay; its: exec:u,.; infantey .. . 
on. He could be cokU.1 furious with the ineffi• • • 
• ent. but his criticisms were made in private. BllADLEY'S LEGACY to the army he loved 

• nly years later would he disclose how he had . was his conviction that sufficient bombing and 
• ~-1 t .about erring commanders. • • .,. . artillery_plus tanks could break the Germans 

t :. • - :BIS--~TllEKAncwrs ~d ~uld hold •• or ya:{ ::e:!~ion, he could act with great 
once. all the variables of a. battle; the dash.- He risked a great deal when the Ameri• 

•. ength of his artillery,. the type of air sup- can forces crossed. the Rhine at Remagen . 
ort he could ~ct. the fighting quality of after discovering an undefended bridge there. · 

. ach of bia di\1isions and the str.engths- and That night he got the elements of four divi· 
}· : eaJmesses ot theit commanders~ " • • • . sions moving· acrosS'.the river. . . 
t • At the WQe time, 'he·vtsuallied the disposi• Much has been · made of the supposed bad 

• ; :· •• on and U. coaditioa. of the German troops blood that existed between Bradley and the 
t. ' • - posite. . • British field marshal,'Sir Bernard Law Mont,;. 
f • The world aaw bim as an unassuming man, gomery. They were str:ong men with strong 
, . -. nd. to a ~ .it wall right. But he had a calm opinions. and: naturally they clashed. But 
' • • ertaiDty -of hia. own great' abilities. He. often there- wu a good deal of respect, too. 

aid that he had been taught at the greatest With Gen~ Dwight D.Eisenhower, Bradley's 
f . • ·tarr. school in th.!Jtorld,-West.P.o~t, that relations were friendly, but never especially 
~ ,, . e waa th& prociuct of a higbiy professional warm. There were indications at times that he 

• • rmy and that he and his colleagues were- did not share the general adulation of the . 
•· , • • etter than the . German. commanders. -. 'Supreme Commander; But it · should be re-
-• • ' He wu resilient. When the first attempt~ membered that they were great men in their
• ~ '.· . reak out of the . Normandy • bea~ead m time, and Uiey were }lOt jealous of each 
• - ranee failed, he went over the operation step . other-. . 
:. i . ·: y step, made the changes he considered nee· 
.. • . • SJary and retw:ned. to the attack. • Drew lllddletaD ii tbe militar, maiyat for the New York 
~ : . , _ _ the !lloming o1 the final assa~t-oa the SL Tlma. 

..... 
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:)Presidential jet prepared 
to fly Bradley's body to D.C. 
A.,sociated Press increased · Sunday as area residents 

EL PASO - A presidential jet was stopped by following worship serv-· 
prepared to lift off from Fort Bliss ices at other churches. 
Monday morning to transport the Bradley's Wife, Kitty, will accom-
flag-draped casket of General of the pany the body to Washington. 
Army Omar N. Bradley to Washing- The body was scheduled to arrive 
ton after·fonr days of solemn tribute at Andrews Air Force Base in Wash
from the fort he had called home. ington and be taken- to Bethlehem 

The adobe chapel at the West. Chapel at the Washington Cathedral. 
Texas post was more crowded Sunday where it Will lie in. state until serv
morning than it had been at any ices Tuesday; 
other time during the 4-day vigil. Bradley Will be buried in Arling-

Visitors sat in the pews of the - ~on National Cemetary near Wash• 
modest building. silently watching _ ington.. . 
the changing of the presidential The 88-year-01~ Bradley, who 
honor guard that surrounded the mov.ed to El Paso m N?vember 1917 
casket holding_ the nation's last 5-star because of the_ wa~ climate,· had be
general · com! a celebnty m. the city an~ had 

Fort Bliss. spokesman Ed Starnes . -r~e1yed se"'.eral llonors from city of
said about s,ooo people had visited !1cials and c1vtc greups.,. 
the chapel by Sunday morning. __ Se,rerai of the dozens of flower ar-

rangements. sent to the chapel were . 
There were no Sunday church from local residents or- soldiers at .. 

services in the Fort Blis-1 chapel Fort Bliss, where Bradley had main
where the l>ody of the "GI's general" tained an office. 
had been since Thursday night. But • Bradley died of a heart attack in a 
the throngs of visitors to the chapel- New York hospital Wednesday. 

93 
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Gen. Bradley's _.body· flown 
. . . . -

I tO: :W~shington f oi; burial 
By SCOTI' MERVILLE the front lobby to the escalators · 

Times staff writer leading to the airplane _ barding 
! General of the Army Omar Brad- gates.. • - . 
: ley left El Paso for the last time Even as the procession bearing • 
• Monday morning in a simple jlnd the general's casket came through 

dignified · military ceremony t.hat the front door, a family of four hus• 
-punctuated . the normal civilian tied up the escalator at the far end 
bustle of El Paso International Air- . of the aisle, hurrying for a flight. 

husban~s Army staff was assem
bled. • 

- Drawing back her veil, Mrs. 
Bradley greeted each staff mem• 
ber. She paused briefly to clear 
away tears as she moved down the · 
row, trading hugs andkisses-0n_the 

• port., . _ _. -. _ . ; 1 1 _ 7 : - :: · - . • • But · as. the- lead - color guard __ 
After a weekend that saw more march~· further into: ,'. the . con• 

' than s;ooo persons. pay their last · course, all activity stop~ 

cheek with staff members, occa• 
sionally: managing to-smile. 

respects to the general as-he lay in . • The crowd behind· the guards 
,repose at a Fort Bliss chapel, Brad- swelled ·suddenly, as -· people 
! ley's body was flown by presiden• -seemed to come out of. the wood• 
tial jet to Washington.~ D.C., Mon- · · work for a last look at the casket 
day forburialTuesday. atArllilgton bearing · the body of the nation's 

-National • Cemetery; •Bradley_ died highest ranking soldier. • 
Wednesday-in New. York. • - - ,On the heels of th'¾_ color guard 

• Up to the . time. the · flag-draped : came the casket, earned by more 
casket arrived at-the-airport by car members of the honor- guard. 
from- the- chapel. - the airport , The general's widow, Kitty Brad• 
hu~u!led.·'!·it.J;iro,ic;~ J;Didn_>.orning ley, followed. Wearing a black 
aetinty · • •• • dress-and veil, she was escorted by • 

: ·Busin;ssm
1

~ f_ ~~{' <garment -'. Maj. Gen. John Oblinger, Fort 
bau scurried to their · flights be- Bliss commanding general. 
hind and around 20 members of the • - At the. escalator, the color guard 
Joint Service Presidential Honor preceded the casket out a side door 

... Guard. who stood.like sohmin .s_tat• . directly to the waiting airplane. 
ues in the airport's main con- • They passed by a wide-eyed group 
course. of pre-schoolers from Western 

A handful of · onloollars waited Hills Day School. who happened to 
along the walls and-shops behind be touring the airport Monday. ' -
the two- rows. ot guards,. who Mrs. Bradley continued to the 
formed a 2<rfoot•wide aiale from foot of the escalator,~_ where her 

. . .;. . . . --·-·-......... ..-...-....,.,.: . ..; ... ... _ ., ,. ... , _ - -

A group of area civilian and mill- : 
tary· dignitaries • followed, along 

. with Bradley's staff. some of whom · 
• • shed a few tears of their own. 

Outside, retired Fort Bliss infor- , 
. mation· .officer Vince Car~fano 
• joined a handful of other onlookers · 
at a stone wall to watch the depar· • 
ture. ' ' . 

Cara.fano had seen the casket
twice in the chapel during the'. 
weekend and snapped a Jew last 
pictures - as the . airplane taxied -

• away from·the·terminal to the run• · 
way. 

"He was a grand man," Cara• 
fano said~ 

Carafano was Fort Bliss public 
• information officer when Bradley 

arrived at the post four yeart-· 
ago. 

Local memorial services will be 
at noon, beginning with a_l9-gun sa• 
lute fired at one-minute intervals. 

-
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I, KI'lTl B™LEY. -OMAR BRADLEY'S WIDOW, IS ESCORTED AT EL PASO AIRPORT . 

[ -~ ... ,1,:~; ~~~1~~~-~ ~w~s~~~ from-~~ .. :.:~~~.:_~ a pr~~tial-j~t _ _ , • 

95 




