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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

October 16, 1984 

Non-log 

-'P6-P OfJCRE'f EXTREMELY SENSITIVE 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

FROM, PHILIP A. DUR ~ 

SUBJECT: CINCEUR Planning for Air Action Against the Shaykh 
Abdallah Barracks 

Admiral Poindexter asked me to prepare the attached point paper 
to summarize what I have learned about CINCEUR planning. 

Attachment 
Point Paper 
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I 
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S~T .. 
Considerations 

--Hostages - The three U.S. hostages are being held by 
Hizbollah, probably somewhere in the Bekaa. Although we have 
no evidence, they may be at the same camp as the mock-up. 

--Murphy Mission - Dick will be in the area at least 
through the end of the week. He is tentatively planning to be 
back in Damascus the 27th and 28th. 

--Syrian Connections - The Syrian Army has surrounded the 
Hizbollah training camp with tanks and men. Any actions 
against the camp could affect the Syrian contingents as well. 

--U.S. Posts in the Area - Our posts would have immediately 
to go on heightened alert. Although this is especially true in 
Beirut , such steps would have to be taker throughout the Arab 
world and elsewhere. 

--Other Governments - We should keep in mind the interests 
of our allies and also some states in the area. This would 
mean perhaps talking to a few in advance of any actions, while 
informing the others immediately as action is taking place. 
What we say to some select Western Europeans as well as the 
Israelis, Syrians and Lebanese in this regard will be 
important. A related issue is what, if anything, and when we 
say something to the Sovs. 

--The Hill - There is also the question of whether anyone 
on the Hill is informed in advance, as well as preparing a 
comprehensive plan for phone calls and briefing points. 

--The Media - We would also need a solid package of talking 
points and Qs and As to use with the media. 

~~ ~ . ffi.U),.:_3 M-{1 :tf 3 i :$7 
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FLASH 
DE WTE31 .r 0001 3221 750 
Z 181750Z NOV 83 
FM ELYSEE FR ANCE 

TO WH I TE HOUSE 

f-0 13 SE .C. R ~ VIA BLUE CHANNEL · 

L 

TRES SECRET GOUVE RN EMENTAL VIA BLUE CH ANN EL 
FROM GENERAL SAULNIER 
TO ADMIRAL POI NDEX TER 
-1- MERCI POUR VOTRE MESSAGE 1815582 NOV 83 
ET VOS APPRECIATIONS 
-2- JE REGRETTE MOI AUSSI QUE DES PROBLEMES DE DERNIERE HEURE 
AIENT INTERDIT ACTIONS SYNCHRONISEES. 
-3- CES PROBLEMES NONT CEPENDANT PAS EMPECHE VOTRE AIDE TECHNIQUE 
DANS PREP ARA TION ET MEME EXECUTION - CETTE AIDE A ETE TRES APPRECIEE 
D E S F-0 R C E S F RAN C A I S E S E N G AG E E S . 

GENERAL SAULNIER. 
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~ E 6 --R E T +8 1 4 0' 0 Z N O V 8 3 V I A P R I V A C Y C H A N N E L S 

FM CHARGE 0 ' AFFAIRES MARESCA, PARI S 186 

TO : WHITE HOUSE FOR ADMIRAL POINDEXTER EYES ONLY , NATIONAL SECURITY 

COUNCIL IMMEDIATE 

S E C R E T SENSITIVE 

1. GENERAL SAULNIER CALLED ME IN THIS MORNING TO EXPRESS HIS 

AND PRESIDENT MITTERAND'S CONSTERNATION AT THE IN ABILIT Y OF THE U. S. 

SIDE TO JOIN WITH THE FRENCH IN THEIR RAID ON BAALBEK. WITHOUT 

REPEATING HI S DETAILED EXPLANATIONS , HIS MAIN POINT WA S TH AT AFTER 

ALL THE COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THE U.S. AND FRENCH SIDES, AS WELL 

AS THE DETAILED PLANNING WH ICH HAD TAKEN PL ACE , THE FRENCH FULLY 

EXP ECTED THE U. S. TO JOIN THEM . WHEN THE FRENCH LEARNED TH AT THE 

U.S . FORCES HAD NOT BEEN GIVEN THE GO-AHEAD, MI TTER AND AN D HIS 

PRINCIPAL ADVISERS WERE CAUGHT BY SURPRISE . 

2. SAULNIER WAS CONCERNED ON SEVERAL COUNTS: FIRST , HE WISHED 

TO ENSURE THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO MISUNDERSTANDING BY THE FRENCH 

ABO UT U.S . INTENTIONS . HE DISCOUNTED TH IS , HO WE YER .. AFTER GO I NG 

BACK THROUGH TH E COMMUNIC ATIONS WHICH HAD BEEN EXCHANGED . SECOND , 

HE SIMPLY DID NOT UNDERST AND WHAT HAD HAPPENED ON THE U. S. SIDE. HE 

STRESSED THAT WE DID NOT OWE THE FRENCH AN EXPL ANA TION , BUT IT WAS 

CLEAR THAT ONE WOULD BE APPRECIATED. THIRD , AND MOST I MP ORT ANT 

FROM SAULNIER 1 S POINT OF VIEW , HE WANTED TO ENSURE THAT WAS HINGTON 

~nnrT 
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PAGE 02 OF 02 PARIS 0186 DTG: 181400 Z NOV 83 PSN : 036392 

DID NOT CONCLUDE THE FRENCH HAD GONE AH EAD WITHOUT US IN TEN TIONALLY , 

SO AS TO EMBARR ASS US OR WIT H SOME OTHER NEFARIOUS PURPOSE. 

SAULNIER SAID THAT, ONCE MITTERAND HAD TAKEN THE DECISION TO GO 

AHEAD, AND ESPECIALLY AFTER HIS PUBL I C STATEMENT THE NIGHT BEFORE 

THAT THE BEIRUT ATTACK WOULD " NOT GO UNPUNISHED , " THERE WA S NO 
TURNING BACK. THIS WAS ESPECIALLY TRUE BECAUSE THE WEATHER WAS 

CLOSING IN AND THE FRENCH DID NOT WANT TO CARRY OUT AN ACTION ON 

FRIDAY , THE MOSLEM SABBATH. 

3. SAULNIER WAS FRIENDLY AND UNDERSTANDING THROUGHOUT OUR DIS-

CUSSION. I AGREED TO GET BACK TO HIM WITH ANY INFO RMA TION I MIGHT 

BE AUTHORIZE D TO PASS ON . PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU WANT ME TO 

RESPOND I N SOME FASHION. 

. f'r'"'n.r-T 
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THE WHIT E HOUSE 8846 
AN002456 

DTG: 181558Z NOV 83 
TOR: 322 / 15522 

PSN: 036754 

DISTRIBUTION: DUR FORT 

OP I ~-~MED 
DE WTE ~8846 3221552 
0 181558Z NOV 83 
FM THE WHIT E HOUSE 

TO ELYSEE PAL ACE 

~ E C R E WH08846 

/ 002 

PLEASE DELIVER TO GENER AL S AULNI ER FROM ADM IR AL POINDE XT ER . 

I RECEIVED A REPORT THIS MORNING OF YOUR MEETING WI TH CHARG E 
D' AFF AIR ES MAR ESC A. FIRST LET ME ASSURE YOU TH AT WE FULLY UNDER 
ST AND THE FRENCH ACTIONS YESTERDAY AND ARE COMPLETELY SUPPORTIV E 
OF WHAT YOU DID. CONGRATULATIONS ON A VERY PROFESSION AL JOB WELL 
DONE . AS WE WOULD SAY IN THE NAVY - BRAVO ZULU. I SINCERELY REGRE T 
WE WERE NOT ABLE TO P ARTICIPATE WITH YOU . WI TH ONLY A FEW HOURS 
MORE TIME I BELIE VE WE COULD HAV E . THE NE XT TIME WE MEE T I WILL 
E XPLAIN TO YOU WHAT HAPPENED SO AS TO MAKE ALLOW ANCES T HE NE XT 
TI ME. 

SINCERELY , 

JOHN POINDEXTER 
0146 
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WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 
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OUTGOING 

PAGE 0'1 THE WHITE HO USE 884 6 DTG: 18 1558Z NOV 83 PSN : 036732 
SIT629 AN002449 TOR: 322 / 15522 
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OP I MME D 

DE WTE #88 46 3221552 

0 18155 82 NOV 83 

FM THE WHITE HOUSE 

TO ELYSEE PALACE 

~ VIA BLUE CH ANNELS WH0884 6 

PLEASE DELIVER TO GEN ERA L SAULNIER FROM ADMIRAL POI NDEXTER . 

I RECEIVED A RE PORT THIS MORNING OF YOUR MEETING WITH CH ARGE 

D' AFFAIRES MA RESCA. FI RST LET ME ASSURE YOU THAT WE FULLY UNDER-

STAND THE FRENCH ACTIONS YESTERDAY AND ARE COMPLETELY SUPPORTIVE 

OF WHAT YOU DID . CONGRATULATIONS ON A VERY PROFESSIONAL JOB WELL 
DONE. AS WE WOULD SAY IN THE NAVY - BRAVO ZULU. I SINCERELY REGRET 

WE WE RE NOT ABLE TO PARTICIPATE WI TH YOU. WI TH ONLY A FEW HOURS 

MORE TIME I BELIEVE WE COULD HAVE. THE NEXT TIME WE MEET I WILL 

EXPLAIN TO YOU WHAT HAPPENED SO AS TO MAKE ALLOWANCES THE NEXT 

TI ME. 

0 14 6 

SINCERELY , 

JOHN POINDEXTER 

---------.. -Cl ------""" ------1:31 ---------------------------------



· •1 : 

ASSESSMENT OF INTELLIGENCE AVAILABLE ON BAALBEK TARGET CLUSTER 

. . 

I. BARRACKS:. 

· · A. ·- source Evaluation 

l. Press and Diplomatic 

OECtASS!FlEU !~~ PART 

NlRR..,M3_Jl}1 / .-"'~'17 
~t~ ?tl-1.U-A~ I 

BY_,1'_~WARA OAT!L/-5/ tl 

(C} There is very limited diplomatic traffic regarding the FO\A(b) {3 ) 

l35Z<o Baalbek complex and only a handful of FBIS reporting that has noted the 

presence of Iranians at various times. 

2. 



. . . 

• ~$~ $ffi~bcrtt u- • 

C. References: 

- FBIS 2711572 JUN 84 

- FBIS 1520322 MAY 84 



- CIA 1509302 NOV 83 

- AmEmb London 2812432 OCT 83 

- AmEmb Beirut 2814082 MAR 83 

- !TAC 2609002 APR 83 



I I. HOTEL: 

A. Source Evaluation 

1. Press and Diplomatic 

(C) There is virtually no diplomatic traffic regarding this 

Baalbek complex. However, there are two FBIS reports that have noted 

the presence of Iranian Revolutionary Guards at various times. 



B. 

Analysis of information available from all 

sources tends to confirm that 

C. References: 

- AmEmb Beirut 250951Z MAY 84 

- FBIS 152032Z MAY 84 

- FBIS 271157Z JUN 84 

221400Z SEP 84 

- AmEmb Beirut ·Q21044Z JUL 84 



III. HQ BUILDING: 

A. Sou rte · EvalLJati on 

1. Press and Diplomatic 

(C) There is very limited diplomatic or press traffic 

regarding this Baalbek complex. However, a handful of reports has noted 

the presence of Iranians at various times. 



C. References: 

- AmEmb Beirut 2509512 MAY 84 

- FBIS 1520322 MAY 84 

- FBIS Nicosia 2711572 JUN 84 

- AmEmb Beirut 0210442 JUL 84 
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