
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Masterman, Vicki: Files 
Folder Title: Stratospheric Ozone I (1 of 8)

Box: 1

To see more digitized collections visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Inventories, visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 

Last Updated: 04/12/2024 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


- •. 

_ cest 
,, , , contribu~ 

,ad food assist- · 
,dteral aid went to 

, now two-thirds goes' · 
~ than 40 percent of all 

rigypt. 
~-.:signated for only two coun- • 

. , Lhe o:verall aid program is being cut 

J ~ s as one security pot? If am •~ 
gency, funds cal).f;>eJaken fr:om the 
ment. This. would' require'·majur structora1 ~ 
in thinking and budgeting. Butthat's just what n.~., 
be called for from Congress. 

In the meantime, the smaller foreign aid pie 
mast be shared more equitably. There are' good rea­
sons to give billions in aid to IsraE:;l arid Egypt. Non~ 
of tbem are good enough to justify eviscerating so 
many other programs . 

0 .zone Subversion 
: A few man-made chemicals are gnawing-at 

the ozone layer, the invis.ible shield in the strato­
. spl)ere that protects life from ultraviolet rays. 
• The State Department hopes Europe and Japan 
wi(l phase down production of the ozone-destroy­
ing chemicals, starting with a 50 percent cut. But 

·Topics 
_of 

The 
Times 

sider two who died : \ Len Bias, almost a Boston 
Celtic, and Don Rogers, a Clev~land Brown. . 

If spQrts stars can succumb to drugs .one at a 
time, why not several at once? That, say prosc:icu­
tors, is what happened in Phoenix, where three 
current ~nd two former players were indicted last 
week on cocaine-related charges. In addition, the 
team's star, Walter Davis, checked into a rehabili- _ 

just as negotiations a11.e to resume, the department•~ posi­
tioh is-being undermined by the Office of Management 
and Budget. • • 

! Budget and other officials want State to demand only 
tol(en reductions. They pooh-pooh the scientific warnings 
and contend _the economic costs of phasing out the chemi-. 
cafs would tie too high. But the Environmental Protection 
Agency has determined the hazard iS real and. cumuJa~ 

• ti~; the destructive chemicals last for decades. The 
0.¥.B- position would compel a humiliating American 
withdrawal from a position of leadership on a vital issue. 
_ ·I The threat to the ozone layer is hard to quantify but a 
substantial increase in ultraviolet radiation would pro­
voice more skin cancer and eye damage and im.measura­
bl~ disruption to other animal life. the State Department 
deferves support, not subversion, from the White House. 

Qisaster in Phoenix . 

tation clinic for the second time. 
Several years ago, after- two college football teams 

were wiped out in plane crashes, the -professional leagues 
made contingency plans for replacing teams in the event 

• of disaster. As the drug disaster claims casualties, those 
plans may have to be usetl. • ' 

Spring Cleaning in the Bronx : 
In his five years as a Bronx City-Councilman, Fer­

nando Ferrer was known for competence as a legislator' 
and loy~lty to the borough's powerful Democratic ma­
chine. Now, in only a few days as Bronx Borough Presi­
dent, he has shown,commendable independence~ • 

The Bronx City Council delegation last wE!'ek elected 
Mr. Ferrer to replace Stanley Simon, who was indicted in 
the Wedteeh scandal. The new Borough Presid~nt 
promptly resigned as a Democratic district leader, a 

I • • 

_ 1 Perhaps the worst thing ab_out the Phoenix Suns' --
move designed to show that the politi<;:al m,aehfoe would 
no longer run the government. He then upset party stal­
warts by Uliging. Bronx lawm~kers not to oppose Governor drug scandal, involving at least half a dozen· present and 

former pro basketball players, is that it comes as no sur­
prise. If drug availability is a river in the rest of society, 
it's an ocean in professional' sports. After two members of 
the Houston Rockets wex;e expelled from the league for co-

, caine abuse, their teammates gescribe~ relentless p11es­
sure from dealers and the fortitude required to resist. 

1 The threat of losing a huge salary for perfor~ing 
work that's really play ought to inspire fortitude enough. 
Let the Mets'. Dwight Gooden explain whyit doesn't. Or 
Micheal Ray Richardson, the onetime New Jersey Net. Or 
Steve -Howe, the former Los Angeles• Dodger, Then con-

' ;.J 

Cuomo's veto of the Legislature's flabby ethics bill. 
Now Mr. _Ferrer has initiated an ' overdue Borough 

Hall housecleaning by inviting the City Comptroller to 
conduct an audit of purchasing, hiring practices,, staff de­
ployment and other key activities. Mr. Fe11rer also invited 
the Comptroller to scrutinize the operations of the Bronx 

,. Overall Development Corporation, long a vehicle for infh1-
-ence-peddling by Stanley Friedman, the former Bronx -
boss recently convicted of racketeering. . 
, . Mr'. Ferrer's fresh start gives.'borough residents, and 

all, New Yorkers, reason fQr cheer. • 
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Sierra Club Show .. _l'c;,, 1ts True Colors 
By P.J. WINGATE 

Interior Secretary Donald Hodel may go 
down In history as the only Machiavelli In 
Ronald Reagan's court. 

A few months ago Mr. Hodel suggested 
that the wearing of wide-brim hats, neck­
erchiefs and other devices for protection 
against sttong sunlight would greatly re­
duce the millions of deaths due to skin can­
cer that had been forecast to result from 
destruction of the ozone layer above Earth 
by chlorofluorocarbons. ' . 

It was a sound suggestion and one that • • 
Mexican peasants, Arab sheiks, Wyom!ng 
cowboys, Argefitlne gauchos, Austrahan · 
sheepherders, Chesapeake Bay crabbers, 
and farmers all over the world have been 
following for a long time. If Mr. Reagan 
had protected his nose with a sunscreen lo­
tion during his days as a lifeguard, he 
might not be having problems with skin 
cancer of the .nose today. 

Neveftheless, Mr. Hodel was hooted at 
so vigorously by Sierra Club members and 
other "sophisticated" environmentalists 
who long to save the world from ltself.,by 
sweeping measures that do not depend on 
common serise that he was forced to re­
treat.. 

(The catcalls were almost as loud as 
th<>se that · greeted President Reagan's 
truthful claim In 1980 that trees and other 

• forms of vegetation release billions of tons 
ot. ·'org"tl.hlc •');follutants Into the air each 
yeal', The jeering then was so intimidating 
that the president never brought the sub­
ject ,up again despite the fact that the au­
tumnal haze In the Poconos, the yearlong 
blue smog 111 the Great Smoky Mountains, 
the overwhelming odor of orange blossoms 
in Florida each spring and thousands of 
oth!!tlnatural phenomena have· kept prov­
ing ,hiin right, ,year after year.) 

J·trt Mr~ Hotlel is a bold fellow. He now 
h come up with a proposal that ~as 
thrown his • foes Into a state of confus10n 

and may teach the nation some things 
about the Sierra Club that the club would 
like to keep secret. 

Mr. Hodel has proposed to tear down 
the 300-foot-hlgh dam across the valley of 
the Tuolumne River in California, drain 
the lake behind it and convert what was 
the bed of the lake into an addition to Yo­
semite National Park. Since the Sierra 
Club has long been opposed to dams as a 
matter of principle and in favor of adding 
to national parks;lt might be assumed that 
its members are cheering, but this is _not 
the case. 

It does make a difference whose ox gets 
gored. • The dam across the Tuolumne 
forms the Hetch Hetchery reservoir, which 
produces a good portion of the water and 
electricity required by San Francisco and 
its environs, where many Sierra Club 
members live. Mayor Dianne Feinstein 
and many other Democrats are denouncing 
Mr. Hodel for going too far In his efforts to 
restore the nation to Its pristine purity of 
bygone years. 

Mr: Hodel almost certainly will not suc­
ceed In this proposal, but he has succeeded 
In bringing confusion to his foes. While a 
mind as fertile as his hardly needs advice 
about how to keep the opposition confused, 
let me make a few suggestions anyway. 

For example, he might return to the 
. matter of skin cancer caused by depletion 
of the ozone layer by chlorofluorocarbons 
and propose that all automobile air condi­
tioners be removed and the refrigerant in 
them recovered and burned to less stable 
. compounds In a high-temperature Incinera­
tor. Ail car llir conditioners use chloro­
fluorocarlions as the refrigerant, and they 
all leak because of the .vibrations in the au­
tomobiles as they move along the highway. 
Removing air conditioners would help pro­
tect the ozoM lay~r. even though It might 
create some resentment in Los Angeles, 
Phoenix, Dallas, Miami and just about al) 
other points south of Maine. Howev:r, as 

the Sierra Club Is fond of telling us, people 
should be willing to put up with small in­
conveniences designed to promote the 
commou good. 

If the above proposal is not sufficiently 
controversial to suit Mr. Hodel's Machia­
vellian schemes, he could 'propose that the 
federal government buy up all of Kansas, 
Nebraska and Iowa and convert the whole 
territory · into one vast public park where 
the buffalo and the prairie dog could roam 
as freely as they did In bygone days. After 
all, when the framers of the Constitution 
were doing their job, the nation got along 
without a single bushel of corn, wheat or 
soybeans from these three states. At least 
a few members of the Sierra Club should 
applaud this proposal even though wide­
hatted farmers out there might object and 
lose patience with the club. 

Finally, there is the matter of elect_ro­
magnetic waves from power lines doing 
harm to people who live near such modern 
devices. There is speculation that these 
waves may cause cancer, and it might be 
argued that the way to avoid such hazards 
is to keep people a safe distance aw~y 
from power lines. But who can say what 1s 
a safe distance? Such energy is detectable 
at the distance of a tnile or more. So Mr. 
Hodel might propose to protect the public 
by ordering the immediate removal of all 
pbwer lines throughout the nation . . After 
a11, our founding fathers and the fathers of 
some members of the Sierra . Club got 
along without power lines. ' 

Even if Mr. Hodel does not resort to any 
of these extended strategies, he already 
has created enough confusion among _the 
ranks of his detractorS to guarantee_ him a_ 
more respectful audience the next time he 
comes up with something as sound as his 
suggestion that people try to avoid pro­
longed exposure to strong sunlight. 

Mr. Wing.ate wears a hat in the sun. 
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POINTS OF AGREEMENT 

The Stratospheric Ozone Problem 

1. A USG goal is to prevent harmful depletion of stratospheric 
ozone. 

A. Atmospheric concentrations of certain ozone-depleting 
chlorofluorocarbons and halons are increasing. 

B. If the stratospheric ozone layer is significantly 
depleted, significant adverse health, crop, and environmental 
effects are likely. 

C. Despite the remaining 
findings to date have 
international pressure for 
ozone-depleting chemicals. 

uncertainties, the scientific 
prompted strong domestic and 
action to reduce emissions of 

2. The USG prefers international action over unilateral domestic 
action for economic and environmental ~easons. 

A. Insuring the progress of the international negotiations 
toward an agreement is important. 

B. The international agreement must include as many 
countries as possible. 

' C. The international agreement should 
ozone-depleting chemicals (CFC 11, CFC 
1201, Halon 1311). 

cover the five main 
12, CFC 113, Halon 

D. Parties to the agreement should share equitably in t he 
costs. 

(1) The Departments of Interior and Commerce recommend 
that an international agreement give the USG due credi t 
for past unilateral reduction of aerosol emissions. 

(2) EPA and the State Department question whether t he: 
USG is due credit for such past unilateral reduction a nJ 
note that past attempts to obtain such credit ha v ~ 
failed. 

E. The international agreement must contain an enforceab l ~ 
trade provision to enc our age compliance by parties and t o 
encourage non-parties to join. 

F. The international agreement must provide for periodi c 
scientific assessments to verify or change the scope of t h ~ 
agreement as to reduction targets, reduction schedules, 
chemical coverage, compliance and trade. 



Actions to Date 

1. The USG has participated in two international negotiating 
sessions toward a Protocol to the Vienna Convention on the 
control of ozone-depleting chemicals. The next negotiation is 
scheduled for April 27-30. 

A. The State Department received authority to negotiate a 
protocol pursuant to interagency approval of the Circular 175 
authorizing the USG delegation to negotiate a protocol for: 

"I. A near-term freeze on the combined emissions of the 
most ozone-depleting substances; 

II. A long-term scheduled reduction of emissions of 
these chemicals down to the point of eliminating 
emissions from all but limited uses for which no 
substitutes are commercially available (such reduction 
could be as much as 95 %) , subject to III; and 

III. Periodic review of the protocol provisions based 
upon regular assessment of the science. The review 
could remove or add chemicals;- or change the schedule or 
the emission reduction target." 

B. The Executive Branch is currently considering options 
within the terms of the Circular 175 including the definition 
of a freeze, the delineation of near-term and long-term and 
the specification of a percentage reduction. 

2. The USG delegation is currently developing the USG position 
for the April 27-30 negotiations. 

A. The USG negotiating position in the past two meetings has 
been for a near-term freeze and a 95 percent reduction in a n 
unspecified time period. 

B. The State Department and EPA believe the future progres s 
of the negotiations depends upon USG adjustment of it s 
position to reflect the developments of past sessions. 

C. The Interior Department, the Commerce Department and 0MB 
resist finalizing the USG position prior to DPC 
consideration, yet do not wish to jeopardize the continuati on 
of the international negotiations. 




