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Faction~ Ridden PLO 
:W a!ks Policy TightroPe, 

. . 

. Conflicting Signals, Threats Viewed in West as 
Disarray but Hailed by Partisans as Flexibility 

, By DOYLE McMANUS, Times Staff Writer 

BEIRUT-To most Americans, 
the pattern is simply confusing, but 
to the diplomats who work for peace 
in the Middle East, it has become 
sadly familiar : . 

-Secret envoys of the Palestine : 
Liberation Organization tell Euro
pean and American oHicials that the 

• PLO is, ready to Live in peace with 
Israel. A few months later Palestin
ian guerrillas kill six Jewish settlers 
in the West Bank town of Hebron. _ 

• -PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
. , sends a secret message to Washing

ton hinting that he will recognize 
Israel if the United States recog
nizes the · Palestinians' claim to a 
national homeland. A few months 

• later Arafat's chief foreign policy 
aide vows that the PLO will never 

i recognize Israel, "even if a Pales
tinian state is .established." 

-Fatah, Arafat's guerrilla fac
tion within the PLO, adopts an offi
cial resolution calling for the '\::om
plete liquidation" of Israel. A week 
later Arafat disavows the measure 

: as only "a suggestion.'' 
-The PLO "parliament," meet~ 

ing in Damascus, issues a declara
tion that strongly condemns terror
ism of any kind. A few days· later 
Palestinian officials say they do not 

. considt::r their guerrilla attacks on ~ 
Israel to be terrorism. • 

To European and American dip
lomats sympathetic to the Palestin-

One of a series. 

ians; the baffling inconsistency of 
PLO pronouncements is a reflectio"n 
of what they consider disarray and • 
irresolution in the guerrilla move-

, ment. To the Israeli government of 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin, it 
is a sign of evil duplicity at the top 
of the PLO. 
• To Arafat's · ·partisans, the ap
parent contradictions are actually a 
brilliant synthesis of toughness and 
flexibility . 

"We are walking on a tightrope," 
Arafat's deputy, Salah Khalaf, said 
not long ago, "and we cannot stand 
100% straight because then we 
would fall. So we bend, sometimes 
to the right and sometimes to the • 
left." 

Please see PLO, Page 9 
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PLO: 'One Man's ModerateJs Another's Terrorist' 
Continued from Finl l"age 

But tO other Palestinians, crllicEfor Arafat's leader
ship, the connicling slgn.ils coming from PLO head
quarters here are evidence of failure-failure lo free the 
guerrillas from a history or political paralysis and unite 
them in pursuit or realistic aims. 

Outside the Middle East, these complex Issues are 
sometimes boiled down into a more simplistic quesllon: 

• Arc Am rat and hig men "terrorists" or axe lhey "moder-
ates"? •• 

Richard V. Allen, President Reagan's national securi-
.. ly c1dviser, has said: ·"There's no question that we must 

Jdenti(y lhe PLO as a terrorist organization-until il 
provides convincing evidence lo the contrary . • .. One 
man's moderate is another man's terrorist." 

Dul on closer exnminntion, the unruly, factionalized 
PLO eludes such easy characterizations. The PLO won 
ils terrorist label with a series or airline hi.Jackings and 
International outrages thnt began in 1968 and peaked 
with the massncre of J1 Israeli athletes al the 1972 Mu-
nich Olympics. • 

Outrnn Its UticfulncB,i: 

But the organization orficially renounced hijackings 
in 1971, when the leadership decided lhat lactic had 
outrun its usefulness in gaining world attention; no PLO 
faction has canicd out a terrorist action outside Israel or 
the Israeli-occupied territories since 1978; and the ntnn
bcr of attacks on farael has decreased. 

At the same time, the ill-defined title of "moderate" 
also fits badly. Arafat frequently proclaims his willing
ness Lo engage in peaceful ncgolialions, but he never 
quite reaches the point of acknowledging lsraers right 
to · exist. before which even the most flexible Israeli 
government cannot be expected lo negotiate. 

"Arafat refuses lo be pinned down on lhe essential 
questions," said a European diplomat who has been 
working on the Common Market's plan lo bring the PLO 
into peace talks. "Until he makes up his mind, there is 
not much we can do." 

A basic rea::ion la the broad diversity of potiti~al org'a
nlzaliona that make up the PLO, from lhe extremist 
fringe of die-hard tcri-orists (whose atlempl,; to crOss 
Jsrnel's northern. border by hot-air _balloon and hang 

• gilder hnve been BpectacularJy unsuccessful) to conscr- . 
vative mayors like Elias Freij or Bethlehem alld Rashad 
Shawwa of Gaza (who have only recently begun lend
ing verbal support ~o the PLO In the face or Begin's un
compromising policies). 

"The PLO Is an organi1..alion made up of elernenlc; 
wllh various Interests," Alexander M. Haig Jr., now sec
retary or stale, observed lo a F'rench Interviewer last 
summer, "Some are just and responsible while others 
are obviously dominated by the Easl, financially as well 
as ideologlcaJly." 

More recently, Haig carefully described the PLO as 
''an umbrella organization containing some elements 
which have avowed terrorism." 

The splinter groups on the lert of the PLO, -known 
loosely as the "Rejection Front" for their opposition to 

any negotiations wllh Israel, rcpre·senl only a smnU parl 
of the organization's military strength (no more than 2,-
000 guerrillas out or a total of roughly 40,000) but they 
exercise considerable inOuence. The "rejectionists" arc 
concentrated in the Palestinlan quarter of Beirut, a 
squalid refugee-camp neighborhood that is as politically 

• typical of the Arab world as Berkeley is to California
. bul that is where Arafnt's headquarters are, ~o the 

fringe groups make up a large parl of his immediate en
vironment. 

The5e hard-liners a.re qllick to condemn Arafat .and 
his men for any sign of moderation.- And in this sense 
AraJal is a relative "moderate," for In the muddy streets 
of the refugee camps most of the pressures on him are 
from l11e left, not the right. 

PLO officials oflen argue that one or th~ organi7,a
tion's grealest strengths is that it remains open to any 
faction; no one ls expelled for disagreeing with Arafat. 
But lhal laboriously achieved unity also has a great dis-

l'luse see PLO, Pnge 10 
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' 1' o i • ·1 l p , 1· 'Sh - -· d" FI •b' ·1· ?· terrorisL<J, Arafa l said the teXt was unofficial and other by Oritrtin . Jo his younger days , Begin publicly claim cc! 
; PL . Fa! ec O • icy or rew I ex1 1 ity. Palestinian spokesmen, sa id _it had be,cn misinterpreted: ·. rcsponsibil\Ly_ [or the 1918 bomhlng or Jcrnsnlcrri's Ktn: , 
S • • Ji. •.. • • . .• 1 • · But the hard - liners ms1sted 1L was nei ther. David IJotel, m which 68 peopl e died, and for lrgun ctt • 
r • • . • ·• . · Is the PLO a terrorist organization? The question is tack on Deir Yassin, a Palesli nian village where British 
\ Continued from Dth Pnge , • -' .. 1-Lhc. PLO depends on these governments for most or its complicated by the fact that different people use the authorities said 25'1 Arabs wcie killed, ma ny of them 
J . . , , . -;_ •, .',. money and wt!aponry. -The guerrillas arc pt1rl.icularly word to mean different th1nr,s 1'h1s year's f;CSs10n or lhe • • women or children (although Begin de~1ied the rcrorl 01 
~ • advantage, Some ciilics say',' for it give$ the · fringe \ ; sensitive. LO Syria's concerns, for the Syrian army con- PLO "parliament ," the Palestine National Council, ' '! high civilian casualties). Arliculaling a tene t that would 
, groups a virtual veto over Arafat's halting · dip lomatic ·.r• trols all their supply lines in Lebanon. : jssucd a sta tement "strongly condemning terrorism and ': be echoed by his Palestinian enemies, Begin wrote: "W t: 1 • efforL.:.. In 19'~1. when Arafat ad~r~ssed t?e U.N. Gener- , .' : "The· P_LO ~an' l move vct,Y rar these d~ys ~ilhout •. intcrnalional tcrr~ris1~ ,". and _Pale~lin ian .spok~~men .'-:. fight, thc~cro.r~ w~ are." . ' . , ~ • 
~ al Assembly 1n New York, he ongmally mtended_ lo d~- clearing 1t with Damascus, a Western mtethgcnce point to the orgamzat1on s c~ear pohcy agamst h1Ja~k- _-- Those Just,f1cal!ons m1ghl help explam PLO attacks 
~ : dare his readiness to join_ a Geneva peace conference .• ' source said. . . . . ings or other opera tions ouls,de Israel and the occupied '·on Israel! military insta llations. or even on armed Jew• , 
• with Israel , PLO sources say-but the rejectionists 1., Thedifficultyofkeepingso .many.constituencicshap- territories. . ·ish set.llcments .in the West Bank, fortified colonir :; 
l threatened to split from the organization If he did, and ' _ _ py,, from hard -line guerrill as Lo West Bank villagers Lo . . ., Yet PLO officials also deolare open ly that they hope erected as part or a military security plan. But it is dirfi -
1 j so the passage was deleted. ' Arab arid European governments. has led the PLO lead- to step up their guerrilla attacks against Israeli settle~ cult even ror Arafat to. excuse the deaths of unarmed 
I , "They will never ~ake it to. the sUlge of negoti~U?ns • -. ~rship into the ha hit at spcakin9 . to different al:'diences • ments. They ~rguc t~at thei~ op.erations against Israel . w<;>,men and ~hild~·c~. . . 

l 
;1 unless they solve lh1s problem, and that means getting in different voices. Last,s.ummer s Falah resolu t1on call- and the Israelt-occup1cd lerntones. should nol be con- I am agamsl_ 1t, he to!~ an interviewer carher this 

J, ltd of the rcjeclionists," the European diplomat sr1id. ing for the liquidation of Israel waS an example. Afler , sidere:d as tcrroris rry . but instead as resistance to foreign • year. "I am agamst il, but 1l hap.p~ns .. But you have L?, 
1: "Sooner or later, there will have Lo be a Nig}il of the the tough-sounding measure was adopted, for the bene- • .. military occupation, a concept recognized by interna - ask these ci ti zens, why are they_ l~vm~ in.my 1.1omclaml: 

t Long Knives" -a reference to ·Adolf Hitlcr·s ruthless fit of Fatah 's ow n Jert wing, PLO offi cials simply as. lional Jaw. ' ( By) living there, lhcy are part1c1pating m this tragcrly . 
~ purge of a rival faction in the German Nazi parly.. ~urcd European diplomats and Western reporters lhatjt . To support that thesis, they point to notie other them they are participating in this crime wilh their govern -
'\ Arafat is subject to pressures not on ly from Palestini.:. was unimportant. When the Israeli governm<!nt said the Mcnachem BCgin, whose lrgun guerrllla group was out- 1 

;in factions, but from Arab governments as well-for resolution was proof tha t the PLO is merely a gang or lawed as a gang of terrorists when Palestine was ruled . 

liooAnQelto clllmtn 
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Continued from 10th Page 
ment. . Let them withdraw from my homeland." 

., : •. PLO guerrillas know that their military arm is no 
-.. • match for t..'le Israeli armed forces. and that in any di

rect confror.tatioi:t they are more likely to lose than win. 
But even moderate and pragmatic Palestinians deiend 

•• the idea that guerrilla warfare should be carried on for 
• " political. not military, reasons. 

•.. They say t..'le attacks on Israeli settlements are "pin-
pricks" that increase Israel', economic :;:co!ems. dis
courage foreign Jews from i;!,.migrat1~-~. a.-:d force Is
raelis to confront the reality of Pwes'..'~~.c,! cppos1tion to 
their conquest of the West Bank ;::d f,:.2a Strip. They 
say_ the military operations .;:e ps;·~::;'.-: _;c<lly impor-

• tant to the scattered Palestinians. ior they show that the 
.. • PLO is capable of armed resistance on t;ieir behalf. no 

matter bow inconsequential in military terms ("We
. . fight. therefore we are") . And t..'ley say the guerrilla. 

ooerations force israel and the outside world to· listen to . 
the Palesunians' demands. 

I 

"You don't have to make peace with people who don't 
make trouble." says Shaiik Hout. the ?LO ambassador 
LO Lebanon. 

Two Basic Questions 
If Arafat is ever invited to go beyond making trouble 

and begin making peace. however. he will have to an
swer two basic questions, ls he ready for a genuine. final 
peace agreement with Israel. and on what realistic 
terms? 

Arafat has frequently hinted that the PLO will give 
up violence ii the Palestinians are given an independent 
state in the West Bank area and the Gaza Strip. But the 
habit oi guerrtila war is so deepiy ingrained in the PLO 
that some of Arafat's own aides admit that they find it 
diificult • to imagine themselves uecommg civilian . 
bureaucrats in a demilitarized Palestine. 

"It's not going to happen tomorrow, so I don 't worry 
about it." one said with a shrug. 

Equally muddy is the question oi the PLO's ultimate 
aims. Israeli spokesmen frequently charge that the PLO 
seek~ nothing less than the destruction or annihilation 
of Israel. but some Palestinians say that all they want is 
an independent state and r.he right ta return. to their 
pre-1948 homes. In fact. the ?LO now says 1t has never 
advocated the annihilaton of Israel. 

The oft-quoted threat. usually amibuted to the late 
Ahmed Shukairy, Arafat's predecessor as PLO chair
man. ,o "drive the Jews into the sea." was an invention 
of Israeli propaganda. Palestinian oificials now· claim. 
However, Shukairy.often threatened Israel and the Is
raelis with destruction-amt his statements proved an 
embarrassment to more moderate Palestinian leaders. 

But it can be difficult to pin down the Palestinians on 
their current objectives. a subject of almost constant de
bate and evolution. 

[nitiall y, after the establishment oi tt.! stace oi ls,;,el 
in 1948. the Palestinians' goal was blunt and clear: ce 
stroy the new regune, replace it with an Arab state and 
force the Jews who had seltled in Palestine to return to 
Europe. 

"The ·Rtgnc:is -anything that hasternr the disappear
ance of Israel." an early Fatah manifesto said. "The only 

: .Good is anything that ieads t'o the collapse oi the usur
'· per state. And Peace. peace is vengeance, vengeance 
against the butchers of Deir Yassin." 

But in time. the Palestinians realized that the state of 
• Israel had grown deep roots in the soil oi Palestine. and 

they labored to find a policy that would take account oi 
-.· the Israeli reality: The first new fonnula. proclaimed in 
: 1968 after years-of debate. was to demand a single. secu
" lar democratic state in what used to be Palestine, ''in 
.' which Jews, Christians and Muslims would livl! as equal 
·:: citizens." 

1 Interim' Solution P'?OJ)05ed 

. If this did not mean the "destruction" of Israel. it still 

. meant dismantling the specifically Jewish state that the 
Zionist movement had struggled to build. And the PLO 
failed to change an article in its covenant that declares 
the presence of Jewish immigrants in Paiestine to be il
legal. Israeli .leaders dismissed· the new formula as a 
sham. • 

By 1974. it was clear to A.rafat and his ·men that the 
proposal for a secular democratic state was considered 
unrealistic even by those sympathetic to the Palestinian: 
cause. Aiter more passionate debate. the PLO's major 
factions agreed on a· new doctrine: the "interim" solu
tion oi a Palestinian mini-state. 

Under this fonnula-which · is still the PLO's official 
oolicy-the Palestinians would agree to set up a state of 
their own in any part of P~lestine from which Israel 
would withdraw, but would retain the ultimate goal of 
creaung a secular state that would include the territory 
of ore-1967 lsrael. Arafat has since said that a.Palestini
an ' mini-state would tacitly recognize G--rael and would 
oose no security threat to the Jewish state. But he has 
also told his own oeoole that il would constitute a first 
step toward the re.unification oi Palestine. a promise the· 
israelis find threatening. 

To Westerners. Arafat has hinted that reunification is 
now only "a dream." and tha t a PLO state would re
nounce violence against Israel. But he has never said 
that in public to an audier.ce of his guerrillas-most oi 
whom are from pre- 1967 1sraei and still cherish hope of 
a return to Jaffa. Haifa and the Galilee. areas outside the 

West Bank and Gaza Strio. 
Nor has he ever gone so far as co orooose a comore

~ensive peace plan on behalf of the PLO.' "The Palestin
ians are always happy to react to other peopies' propos
als. but you can't ~et them to initiate anything an their 
own." complains a former U.S. diplomat who dealt in
directly with the PLO during the Carter Administration. 

In practice. these ambiguities oi PLO policy have 
been tested in repeated attempts r.o persuade the g,Jer
rillas to accept U.N. Security Council Resolution 242. 
which calls on Israel LO withdraw from temtories occu
oied in the 1967 Middle East. War but also uoholds ls- ,, 
rael's right LO a secure and independent ~:ristence. If the I· 
PLO accepted ~esolution 242. then it could negotiate di- / j 
rectly ·,nth the United States, which is now bound by a I' 
promise to Israel not to taik with the Palestinians uniess•. 
they recognize the Jewish state's right to exist. 

Pleue see. PLO. P1ce 1!. j_ 
,----------
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PLO: Partisans Hail CoruLJicts as 'Flexibility' -_ 
. - . 

Contin;ed from 11th Page' But the doves and the hard-liners are both minorities 
The Carter Administration attempted repeatedly to • ·in the PLO. Far more numerous are the ·fence~sitters, 

work out a formula under which the guerrillas could • those who believe that Arafat has done well to be cau
embrace the principles of Resolution 242,. but failed. , tious in a time when Palestinians find so little sympathy 

_ Arafat objected to 242 because it did not acknowledge • for their demands in Jerusalem or Washington. They 
the Palestinians' claim to a national homeland. He· was point out that Begin, in a recent campaign speech, 
not certain that' he could gain the support of the ·entire promised flatly that he would never withdraw from any 
PLO for a compromise and, in the end, he decided that _ part of the West Bank or Gaza Strip; that both Begin 
the United States was not offering him enough for what _· • and Israeli opposition leader Shinon Peres have vowed 
he has called "the only card in my hand, the recogni- never to deal with .the PLO, and that the Reagan Ad-
tion of Israel. ministration's first policy statement on the Middle East 

flatly condemned the PLO as a terrorist organization. 
Criticism of Arafat "When we get attacked like that, where do you find 
Some of Arafat's hard-line critics believe he has al- the possibilities for negotiation?" asked Khaled Hassan, 

ready gone too far along the road toward concessions a leader of Fatah's moderate wing. "And what do you 
with Israel. But there are a few othifrs, moderates and . • • expect us to tell the boys in the camps?" • 
some leftists, who believe th_at the.leadership has been . • Under. such circumstances, these PLO members say, 
too cautious. too attentive to the pressures of the radical • -the organization can only function as a kind of holding 
guerrilla groups, and.too wary of making concessions to • operation. waiting in hope of better days. The moderates 
join any negotiations: These J:>LO .'.'doves," like Issam '. can spend their time working on a European peace plan 
Sartawi. a· U.S.-educated heart surgeon who held a se- that they admit is unlikely to succeed, and the hard-lin-
ries of meetings with Israeli doves. have been exposed ers can continue plotting an armed struggle that they E 
to .attack and intimidation from the hard-liners, and so , acknowlec:ige may go nowhere: The main duty, as they I 
rarely speak . m public; If they · di,d, they'. migh_t agree see it, is mer~ly to survive-and to stand in the yvay of 1-
with a British .supporter .of the Palestinian cause, Lord _. any peace settlement like the Israeli-Egyptian treaty 

- Nicholas Bethell,. who -recently wrote that the PLO's • ,_ that does not meet their demands. It is a policy of short
greatest need is for "a little consistent slatemanship." • • term pessimism-and 1ong-term resignation . 

. _ "Are they still resolved, as they sometimes announce, "No one else has a solution," said a senior PLO theor-
to des,;roy Israel root and branch?'' Bethell asked. "Or , ._ etician at the Palestine _ National Council. "One day or 
are they resigned, as they declare on ot~er occasions,' to ·._•_' another, someone will get tired of the struggle. The 
•living in a Palestine Arab state_ side by side at peace :: < question is, who is going to get tired first? w_e are deter- 1-· 
with the Jewish. state? We do notknow, because their :'_, mined that it will not beus." •· .• .. • . : . . •. _·. . , 
representatives will riot make it dear : • ... ·And if we ' NeJct: Llf~ In the "shadow state" of Palestin;;:_ • 
cannot be sure, far less can the Israelis." ".·_ , 
----'---------·-'-;---. --------------------! t 





!..::2 Q Part I/ Sunday; July ;, 1931 * 

~~}g .~:~;;KiiP?,,!~~~t~rnt,[~:1S\hil1m,~,~£~,~&~R1J'.i 
:u)iOr- ncsollate wllh "the Palcsunc·LlberaLion Organitallon elude Palestinian rcprcscmalives :16 part or·:. single',./ sources deny tha~account:- .' • ~-::,.. '. .. 1: _ -/ ·. · _._: . :;· . 
r,011so long as the PLO docs not recognize l&r-ael's rishL to unified Arab di?lcgat!On.~Thc orrani:cmcnpVas cicvisedi:' _ ... ll ~as September or.October~cforc the Smc Pipart<.: 
(ll :c:risl and does not accept (U.N.) Security CoW"JCil Rcso - so lhat Palestinians coulO pari,ctputc Jn LalKs' Without'··:' ment received the PL:O's definitive reply, Americ:in ii.rid:, ": 

•• le ~lutions 242 and 338," the two bilSiC U.N. rcsolutions on requiring lsr.iel to recognize them as P.ilc,s~inlans. • Iri; :.~Palestiniari sources said, and it appeared,:thal lhe•hard<( 
• .; lhc Arab-lsraclJ conflict That scU•imposed prohfQllion :.: June, the Amcrica·n 'pr'ojcct w;i;; i;~L l1a ck wh'cn Begin, a .: : Jin·c'rs had 't'On, S?rne U.S. c;l.ipl!Jm~ts say they believe ... 
Mi) rcma.l~ in force loday but, m Practice, four suc~essivc relative hard.Jiner,- r~pjaecU J•crcs as ;"Israel 's prim~ .:. Lhat:Syria put.hea,vy pressure -on l~e Palcslmi;ins 41 , ~-
;,,Jj ·odrniruslralions have found secret cont.acLS with the ministcr • .J3ulCancrdccided_to pres.~ on. :· _- .-, ·.; • . , .:·· .. stop their inovcmcnt toward" the ;1,}nllc(j _States, which< .. ' 
,!)·:PLO to be, in the words.of one St.ate Deparl~enl source,•, .· 'l'hc news from .the P.LO side i;(:c111c-tl good; In Aiigust, :• . . would . l')ave ' reduc~d · ~yrin's o_wn · in!!uen~e ' _With .·the / . 

• •• •• '{.'1r. i'.absolutcly necessary."_ • • ' • • • • , . , , Vance vi:;hed Saudi ArabiB and wu~ ltiltl by Prince Saud ,:.f!PLQ .. ::::•·;µ_t:t.; ·•. ·; ..,. .. _._, ,: 1,.' v•_y:_.·:.:·· ·, .-., ~-::;_, :. • .. ,-'.\;.~-- ·- _; .. ~: •. 
• ·.'(JJrJ,.Jn ,earl:,- 1974,· several .-·sourccs said, Kissinger·,and·:. • arF'ais:il, the Saudi foreign mini:ilcr, "tlun Arafat was ori ~I !,1..1n·i1.nJ-CasC,.-lhe·guerr!llas':tcrmF weie uiiacccJ)tabJe'.·. 

•~rl fuesiclcm Nixon decided th.at il would be useful for the lhc y~r_ge.of .acc~pling Resolutic,11 '.!-12.~~ exc;hanse .!oi- ·•-~l'.They as-reed··.10,accep~ 'Resol ution · 242. burOn:y if the '_!_: 
m::!lL-titcd SLo.tcs to talk secretly with PLO olficlaJs. ~o size talks with the _Umted Sutes. PLO 11pok l!srncn confi:-mct:l. -: united St:ites agreed to assist in the creatii:ln·of an !nde• _..-

• !m•i •: • • •• • : • :_· • - • i •• •·. ' · • • •• -· ·; • ~
1

·•;~~i~s-~~~3·:~;nec;u
8r~:~~:~~1

{ ;i!~f11~~?!,~fr~!;~!f~!!i)Jif1g~t?,~'.:;f,~}~~-i~~ ~~~~:,.~;\~~}~ .. 0. ~~~~\~te;\~!,~¼} 
.. '.--:4~~:·-;. ,.: ••• Lutof a aerlos on tho PLO._•.:,, _...,, •• ,_ .-~:•· ·:· · • linian·s s.~6uld s~Y.''.We'reCc;ismi-.! U.N. Resolutian.242 iri . 
••• • • its emirety, but we think'. the P.ilcstiniaris ha\;e liddi~. • 
__ ·;:,: ih_cm Up nrSt~hand ti~ci ·Set a se~s~ Or hOw rie)Oble thcY ~ ,· g~~1;:~~~f~~l~;~:.~~J fefus~c~: lh~~~~-~~-!~---~~!l ~~ ' 
-: - m,shl be l~ future ll_hddle ~ast peace_talk~. On at lca~t :, . .But be~ind Arafat'.s sig~:il11 of flc:-.illili~.Y;.ii ITl'ajcii- ;dc~ 

•. , --two occasions, _K!ssm~c_r d.is~alched a mem~er of his ,·. •. b.ite v,·as ·going on wilhin!the PLO: the ·organiZ:itions'i; 
• • \1.!~~!~11!:{Jeir~~h !~r:~~~~i~l6f ih~%~~~ts'~o~:::; :.· _hard-ll_n~rs wer~ putUng:~p li!il:f. rc.s i.in_~nc,q~any_ lac!~ 

'. . ;.~;9_1ficlal Jamil!ar with ~he UJks ~d ... N?thirii; su~ita!1~ial _./ :~~~~~/~~~?;:ir!sll~~~=~~~~i~~!.t~~••:j
1
~~

1

1
j;~e~:~~l;~:~-: 

. iwJ.ame.out or it,,,but K,ss_l~_gc._r P1:de~,hunScl,f_~~ ~eep1ns . ':·i lhcir rcservaliotls on RestjluLion 2-1:i, wJlh'O"Ut a po°si~ive.' 

:,: ~/'.~~;~~et'o~~cn~ s~~r~~!;:·iof ~l:ate _;~rlJSCd 'a:i~·g~~lii(bi.:-.;: ;~~~~~;tj~c~;~eR;~~-fd!~,;;?so,_1u1iun IL-~e:.I::.'1~~-e~:~~~~t . 
_. •• _.·, The Times !or an lnierV!ew ·?n _the Hl74 cont.act.s, · He • . PLO sources tell ·the story clirt<'rcmly: ThCy'.·siiy-lhe: 
.: ·: -l':;i;dr1r~;i

O
en~~~ iacdc:n:~~~k:!~y ~;:;3;t~~~~:i~ ~ Un_ilcd States Wanled lO ~icwti: thl! wordlni:"-of thCi(~c-- .• 

•• ~/!~:'·1J!;i~f1~t~s:~;t~:0~~;;:~;~~-~--sifli~s -~•:t;·~·it~d: ~i/: : 
!tf~i:;~~:t

1i~~~:.;r~ '1°;~~1l&~~~li~ei~~~~~gn~~~~~~i~! · 
:,:-! ' • • tcnliv"e to the • 

problem . th.in .the ·crilics ·knew- even·· 
ccidcd lh.il there .~os litUe ~o . .-bc gained \ , 

m sCr!ous negotiations with the PLO.: ; .:;; .~ ; .,:>_"~· ~., · 
:_:5.\ :':i " K11~iDgcr '1Pr01ni,st . :·- • • • . . ;·I,, .. !;.!·: .. , ,::.-:/:;: 

• L.Jn the vcry·-ncxt round of'U.S.'-Israc!i-EgypUb.n nc-i ~ 

·1woii~~~!~Jl:r~eii~CO~im~~d~/\c;1:.i~J~e_%isft-~icJ:i; 

ttJ~";U:tK~:~~~c~1
~;v~l~~s ;~~~/;!.,,;1ft't:o;~ '. . . ~ . . , :~.-· . : 

!it!f :!i~~~:f :i:!IrJ,~:~~~i!I~·~1:!ii~it:t~;2 ::;·)::: , }\ •• \\~ii• {;. 
~>~; But the ·scc.relru-y ·did not i!'llcrprct" his :promise as ~,,a-cc.-~,, ?..-!.: if meaning thal all ConL.:ict between U.S. omc:ials o.nd 'PLO. . ,.: ?. , _ ~i 

i '!:]~~¥~,;~~d:r
0
c~i~~:t;~}~i~·v:tuea1:~~l:r~:n\~~:.. ~ i·i1 ~~\.[ ~:_:,-~1,J 

( !::cn,i from Dci~ut durins ~~c Lcb~~~~~sivil wo.r, U.S. l~' •~ 
-~~~~•p':,,~~~~~~~;~o~';;,:•:~~d.t~•~'.; •._.: ~ ~--,1• 
=~~~~tcrs~;~-~-a_l}~;~.~-~'~E~Th~!\~r;:;_ . . ' -

The CIA link.with the PaJestiniii.ns was used for.wider ~ 

• Pl4""."5:"':ell,P!~c~so,":7f;~djt(du;1i"~ffi.lp,~:J~ f&_:;_,_ 

he believed thal Pal=,Unians.:..ioerilbel'S,of tbe.PLO·"m:; : .-..... ! .. - • • 
r.on-metnbers- thould :-be··mvOlved. ' President -~war~ • 
Sadat o! Egypt told· Ca..~~s secrew-y of.sute.-Cyrus R. . .-_ 
Vance,·. thzt·.Lhc ELO:~•ri.ady::to·declare pubticJ;y.that';;"'. 
Is:-ae1 had a right tci·.e:-o.st."1/1·1larch·l977,.to enco~e : 
the PLO toward mocier.itian, Caner.t.o_lda t.o_wn meeung :_., 
in Ciinton .. Mass,; that·.he believed:lhe-Palestinia:ns-de~-'~ 
served a "homelar.d.'.'~b'iit.:.the -PLO":'parliament;~-:lhe ;·, 
Palestine National Cai:mci.l:.'falled .10-r:eciproca~e-~ -~ ~; 

cqtTif.!~~~=-~~~~ti·;;:~~•s~~-~16~;~ !,(?Id.~ 
U.S. diplomaLS·that·lhe":PLO.Cflu!d be·p~Sllade~d. t:0 ac-;:_:-_ 
ccpl U.N .. Security Colnicil:.ResolutJoi:i,-"2~. which gu~· .... , 
o.nt~s the rights o! all states iD the Middle East·( Includ
ing Israel} to live in peace-. Ii the ?LO ac:::ei::ted :!41. !h..:.. 

J~11~iJft~t~[;i~}.~t;?.~;-~~-

.. ·.~: . :-

~:;;:~';~~i!f[f~r.~tt7:.\~~~ 
Pa.!est:1ruanson1y as: rtillgees.-.,:wtth~menaon of.nny-, • ...,;· ~-;,;;:;·;_;-;·;_;:·-~--~~;;;;;;;,;;;;;;;;;_, _ _,;;;;;;,;;;;;;;:;.._.;;,;,;;,.,;=_;::,:;;;;JI■■■-~~~, - {;;~~O~}~-~:e~:~:~~:~~t~~~:~~~t-~. -~ -- - ••• , -- - - --

{ • :~i:f:::,~\i}!~:5i~:tfi51t 
t:;:~::,ij¾ilC-alJl~s-;·ae~l.;E:m,;,.';Jonl>~~n-;'-•~d~S;yna;· ·;•:.~;•_~,~;~;:po;.,. ;::~;;~~'::o-if.~i••.:=-=-~-:--? .. ~=-~··•-=- ~- =·-=·"'· ~=-=-~· =-=-==·-=·"==-=·=-:-~ .. =~:-:_•::::::.:.~=-=-==~--=·-~~--~~.:_,<·•==· ,, ====· .:- ,.,~. ::= .. :=. =~·-=·~4tlW=·-~-:"'. 
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·P·~ed to ·so tha~ f 3r. Thci ~cgolla~io~s ~olla~·se·~t : : 
, ·[ j,,'. monlh later, Sadat decided to ma ke peace on his 
own, and flew to Jerusalem for tl!e visi\ th~t ev~mua!ly 
-~-~~ _lo tpe Egyptian.-lsrael! peac~ tr~aty~-~ , ~_:f • · . ,· ··r ·,· • 

'-':' '.!'he Egyptian -~sr;rnli" negotiations left, the P_LO •out 
-~ompletcly, . and -Arafat 's guerrillas ~ondcmncd -them 
b!tlerJy·for thal very reason._But in private, lhe"Palcs

;tinians had not given .up on the United States; they still 
wanted . to kn·ov.,,: s6urces . said, · whether ·negotiations . 
could be resbmcd once the Egypp:rn7lsraeli.t.alks were ~ 

,qver ." Through the CIA-PLO ".back ._channel;: .. through . 'i 
Private cll\zens such as Columbia University ,Pr_oi. Ed:- ~ l 
word Said, a Paleslinian -.American who acted as an in - l i 
formal_., intermediary, and ··through ·· fricn ctli ,Arab , • 
·govern_ments," .the l ines of . commµnica~ion were kept ! ;. 
. ~pery even _while Arafat's pubLic; ~e~~~cia~ion_s pf .\\~as~- . ! :~ 
}~ft~n_\r~.r~mostfer v~nl. .\~ ..... : ... , , i\. •:,- • .. :~t t.. "!:.-• , j ·1 
, -~·.. • , : Plense see PL?• Pag_e 21 • I -~ 

/. !~ 
l 

l BEER FROM .MEXICO , 
$1 og , ·GP ,~ · ··· ,v•- ·. _,., • per.. ~ • acK -_:;,::-:.:.:, ., 

i " ·; r;••··at .Trader· ·Joe··& Pronto· •• 
t 1 You 'd exp<'ct to pay S5.5CI ;Jot' 's ' is local~d at 1o f·~t ·, i p~~ ~ix-p.id: ·f or Montejo ''Atl~nlic Ol~d. Or-~all) ur· 
:J: Bl-er frorn Yuc.1tan- but wt !OH1ce (iunns ·the.t·wee k 
i: Cf!e~· lloth the .l!g ht .'ilnd :· bet-w?'!n 8AM-6PM. for-our 

i d~ rl-. .. ~va ric 1 ic s for .on I y , loca11on ~neau.-st tou: P Pl. 
Sl.99! 1n Alham bra,. Trad~r 411·1 17, or:682-,.,49~:- · .,, 

·. f!E:C US I N ALHAM:OR.11. · 
, .. .., . ,., ' 

;:_: :• J)e.t:.·>:;s ·cif·J;f 
t~;1i~~;v: 

l 

·- ........ < 
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~i.Q::J:'9l\.7;.}:7~_ijrs{l]sSl,,0 ;li.~~.\1Vl:1i.i1t~jp¢ij}::;g?itit'.ijt't~:;!;Il~~i1iti$;·)%~tJ.l~i~!.!:l.:l6li¢y(~1; ,_· 
:otjtlnued frilin ~Olli 'P~gc;?•·1 . • ,;_i(; days> u.s:: Ambassador ;: 'And.rewt.;,. hcity; ati 'f• amngemcnt ,: ihat1 th<diii9m,:. the:; )Jrjit~~:;~tates.,_wqufd' b~f.!f{:'1:he ,J>L0 -1:iyje _onlrJ!undloning ii{ s_roups~woul? like_ t11ose _con~tr_sa; .. · .. 
sEvenlually," Arafat· lumself. re• -•; iyoung; seeklng to avoid a Security//•,\iY{a~h,lr$tCl,n.J'osl cnllcd . a cllstlnct :l,1 compelled ,- to. : r,e~,ognl_ze.t that; tl]e,;iti;.pllhce 1.foF,::e_! 1n;ithe'_! once, elegant_;/Jto1,1s_ to ?~ ,quie\}y _ broildcne~. :l't_om . • . 
Jmed sending signals of flexibility /'.\ Council .vote that could force the ',\': ',lpfr1,~¥,C,ffi\l~t of your norml\l)J)Jcr;.,!ii P~()_could ~c;t_as a r~spon~i!JlQ pm:ty;M1,-ses1sldc .~1s~nct;oJ,l)~.11,t1(,\Y~ere tlw;,;;;.the cond1ltCJn of the ~tree~s of Bil1rut , :• '.: 
i, Washii1gt_or'i, IQ N_ovemlm'i'l978, ·ii\ United -States• ~o ' vote· hgali1st 'ils{i:/i;\ies,,1.}.•y i;{i;,,,, 1 . .. i'-}.-}:'1 '.•/;;".~.in al least sci1J1~ negoliatlqnsh1,+::i,1!.t'.f!J,~,.:1:p]rnl;iassy ,ei~ ·•*lJ~l.~il1 i.011d ,;. ln~(,{1}<iJIJ~\Politlcal;:bal_an~e:.111 i~btlnon .. :.;. _, 
~•told _ F~P:: Paul F_• 111_clle:y ·(~:Ill.),);\ o"':°n -proposal,' met priva~el)'_'with;-½:/'.e; ~,1~~r.~!1,~l year, I hP. Unll~1 State~!.1'{;}h_.B.µt ,.{l;f._af~J, ;!\~~.J~t;.f~~S, ~£_. thei?i),t;na.ny.pHhtdlst~.\\!~W/Jefl;l,lh!i;U,S,'i'~l! J!)~,-t~~Y_,;W\r.e~dY,: 19i :il:cc_or~l~(1 l9 :,:,,;,_; 
nolher-/ . woul,d,be "· 1_ntcrmedlary;,,.i'.? t~e PJ,,O'~ chief µ .- N: observer::zehi,NtlU.flJ«;1 ',~S!.Jhe l'L() for h~lp,),Vhen_.~: w<n!,c,l,i::)l.~.!/ !1 W'!c\~ ~~~Ipn~_te,c,l,Ji:l},a,~bassa_d9r. m_ust• tray~lll~ !pat~_9f,JJ'.jSOint ,sour~i;~),_to . th~. posmblhl_1~s ~r.,\'!J 
iat : the' Pr..,O would -renounce· vl~i1?:cli.Lablb Jerzl:_1Isradli lptelli.gcnce)/;. Ir~n!an. !' ~~udcnt,A seized It~~ l,,r.s,:,_:~r K~qm~ln(~;,,f.nll11,\ll)_~r_1?\lh[~rvor,;,-!\/~'h1s .Job.Ir.·t97~; A,mpas._~.~-c!~.t.-francts:,'._? ~ negotiated ~~a,ce vnth !sraqb!J. : •,\-_i 
lencc anclr~cognl~e Israel If an ln:1_•\1; agcpls lcar11ed of_ the COf\VC~SiJt_iqJ.1:faj,.Elinp~~~Y.;! ,m.- 'lelll'/111, _taking : :Q6 :,.,A:T)1~_.!'.!l!e$tipg1p elT!ISsane~ Stl~c~eck, ,:)l,_,Melo:(, {r,:,~as lll)lb_u~ln.d;\ln: hl~ ,u.-~,.~if•fj.\Tll~ -fLO l~ a for~~ Jn_:voly~ <,m ,:;1 
cpcndent t r,atesllnc ' ~t_llt~ ,· were .!.(but. Y?ung told_· Vance • Lha( l~e 'j-'.i'.1 A~1enC!\l1S,1;:h~slngc, I.he,•; United\[/~~-•. 111 1:galn/_ng )h~f rl?le<1s~ -~r•th~;if!;s,111qus1ntdn ;'Olli! '- ?f !.H10~-~,\d1sLncts, 1:i:!1.~he .IJe11cel !)ros~ss) by ;v~rLue:9f 1ls . ,. 
stabHsl1ec!, -,and :: Flndl,e:(,_.reporte~ :?i meeling hac,I included no' real nego'.ii.t\:!:,~Lrt~s,; ~a_c! ,r9 11ntnedlnlc.111fi\llB oft ~· ~la~~~. a11~,,wol)lena1YJoqg:~~~-ho~;\il_;,;,1~1?rapcd _;;ind .. sl(\t!'1~:/f.11~ .!U,S;.,J!!~cifr l109tt10,g _\n_\ P)e._.;- I;'n!esl11)1anlm?vc- .. • :·. :_ : 
1e; c~n".~.r~allp~ 1Lq _th~ -~ta~e))~:: '·.;; tlatlons. Whel) Vance leilrncd that•1iii,; iiu~\!ng!/: P~essure on [!ie ;; ~r_ratick:J;Jage~, as ~ -~es~µ~~ ~(Islamt~;-~~ru:1 1p'.1lj,•lia~~Y.!]la4;110-dlr~ct/\9~n)-acts,with ,:l:i)iJ!yn_t,:qorme~, A_ss1sf~~ ~ec~e\.arY .; i,.\' 
ilrlmenL,i••::,,::;tf.'.('_i 1:):(/,;c;i '\ . ·;)i, }_le , had ·: ~ee'! : misled, ,,Yom\g . re~a[i~ ll.<?"erqme.rit ;of the Ayatolla,n, ~U7,;i{'~Y. bljt qie1r P:OPO~ilj tp~~ th_~ 9.ther ;tttHie \f'.LO.'./ µ~i, the ,,J1.m,e1;'!i.s1nc!:! ~Vhen.iP;ror.:.fit~l~,rsaµ_n~crs.,!~a1~:-,recenUy, ·;- .'./: 
~fter ., S~~a~ • a~d , Be1pn,: s1gned }::! slgncd.:·if;;\i ',lHt ,; }';: r ,,/?·/? '-::}ii-iii '1_<?ll!l-l.J/ l<:h_9~elnl to ri:c1i , pie,.:.¢ilP\\\-i hp~t.?ge~}?~.ff~qd, {d1,on i.l.eli.f ears, ,\:kl. j\rnencan {jtpl~_mal-tJ Jrn,al]y :q.td• t.a\k::;,)11,','.Tl1~Y, Is_ ,1)-q~ -~,riol)~y;,. st~temeill by ,_:, ;-::, 

1_<:;lf peace , trc~t_y._. l_n_, Mar~h,,J979, i\ fi_i!!i;'f 01-1ngls __ convcrsationsiyillh Tcr:!J;Jc' llym·:Jc,tyi}c_w £orc1g11_ :go,vern~,?:,,An~ 'Yf.h_qrl_:iJ}.U,A\ -ijassa11;_1 th~ 1p1,qimi'J.t9 -tI~~iPaJqs9map.~n'tbr9t1gJ1,W.l!)\t.'( ~he,',:U,f;l:_; :;:Isra~l1;:. :or '·.'· J9rdil~_lan: -•. :.''.;, 
,e, Carter A_d:r11n1strallon again al~ ,,:: zf; . on :a,. procedfll'il.l ; U.N;,• matler,)i;-:', ,ll}~l)_l!l~ri~f/1~1)17.llllon~ CT\)Of:!\1 .~Y,\t),X,runbµss~c!oi;: ,,'.dn:1q:_~hrn11,_,~~l~,;I • t<J,1I1·)J~ri:iw.dtarxi~t.t_Jie( Br!(!~h[,!pt)lb!1~~rfA\ !!9Y.Wlg),'{TJ~i!ht,~ -~!!11R!J,!',1l9.\\1}clll_' ": :. • 

;~~t~~m~:J.a~t9ti'u~\f;~t~; t
1r· '.;':·.·.·:'··::.:::.>:;;_ ... _:· · __ : :·::.:'. .. ~---·-.:.;:_:::;: ::; ·_;,:,~~::;,~,:;;,_: - ·:•,i::::;::;;~('.Jf~~ri~:t;-~!1~~~~t~'.i~~i~~~~~:~~~fl~~\,:;:~:;._';!~;;;!','.:;:.'.::':;;'.,,;'':';'.:.;;~:~~,t;,~:·;•-:::;~:;~~-¥~:::.:<;.\'.·:;::1>:),.':.;...>.;1,-- :).: ,.v,,;;1~\;';.;i<:>,:~.f 

•or king or.·,!'. new . U.N; 're~olulion :,,;-:\:-::/•',;• . , : ;;:" t , ... ,,.: -·· .. ·r_-: :·;·; ::--:;- ·:•'; '.'"-' ,->'•!·.;·,·.~•":t.!-4','.};'.'' • • • •.• ' • • .:,cr;!·~,•:_,., ,,,v;_drew, an<9utburst.,of,:wratli .'.'from {e\i"::.",::/We rtilisf.Jiotdeaf.witfrthe-mob; gallgsters; ........ , ... f · . .:. •.:,;·•,,' 

?i::::~iitl~}] l~~llit~f ¥~lf :{h.i!;~if ~f 4~~!~~~ft ff !f ;!i!~i_,~iltliiii_;i:ti~~;~_i~~~[~~~r~tai~~;~r:r:~;~: if :~~t{il~!{~~-~::; 
ll~lif.}J_'} a __ bl_e_ to ac.cc[Jt such __ a_reso~ _.:.-::- wcr\l less ~y)l~lan(,~_e th~n. ~1ii,n;y ll_\ .. ,_i/'~-m. cas~_r:_· q( ,.Jrusl.' from ~hpm~/ni;tif.h.~d\ so_u1s_ l1~Jh_ .. f! P+.-Q'.ij, _~elp,.1q1cre.:;ft_,_ ;·:_ffil_nly.M~Joyp1lg)lp:!?.r~e dea~ _1fi\kbr?~/d '.~-~ __ tr.v_?~Y~d_,, k'.,j\;-,,: ·n,~,1 ~S·; ' -".·_•, _: 
1t1011 ' If : 1~. ~\1-~r~irreseplc? _'; US ·. a..T.-. l~e C~tcr ; A~111.m1slra~10n s . pre~,j,r b1,1~ 011«_: •rf t~?. few that di(! vJas;the_'d ri)"aS;OflSL~i:11~t1911 ar,nohgJJ10.sfwl1d\!it.'i;w~: Ji(l,d ;.t~(?S() ;C01ll~cl~;1f'it~ll'!!l,~,. ~:-·;;;1)!/l')r:W;~tl!I/O,~.-;i1r,:.u:i~,1,11ego\, ~\mg· -.. ;-- . 
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U.S., PW reportedly have 
- -- -- -- ------ - - • 

custom of secret dealinns 
By Doyle McManus 
Los Ansel.es Timt:s Scrviu 

WASHINGTON - Despite public 
pronouncements emphasizing that 
negotiations with the Palestine Lib-, 
cration Organization are prohibited, 
the United States has been in secret 
contact with the PLO for at least 
seven years, holding discussions 
under four presidents from Richard 
Nixon to Ronald Reagan on subjects 
ranging from the safety of U.S. diplo-. 
mats to the chances for Middle East 
peace, the Los Angeles Times has 
learned. 

The official U.S. policy is that it 
will not deal with the PLO as long as 
the guerrillas - "a gang of thugs," in 
President Reagan's words - refuse 
to recognize Israel's right to exist. 

But the true pattern of U.S. intelli
gence operations and secret diploma
cy has been quite the opposite. Begin
ning with clandestine talks initiated 
by Secretary of State Henry A. Kis
singer in 1974, according to well
placed sources in Washington and • 
Beirut , the United States has been 
talking to the PLO more often than 
not. 

The Carter administration made 
two concerted attempts to bring the 
PLO into peace talks with Israel, car
rying on extensive indirect negotia
tions with PLO chief Yasir Arafat. 
And, despite Reagan's condemna
tions, his administration has quietly 
continued low-level contacts with 
the PLO through the CIA and the l,J.S. 
Embassy in Beirut. 

Some of the talks have gone 
through a secret line of communica
tion between the CIA and the PLO 
intelligence organization , the "Jihaz 
al Rasd," or surveillance department. 

But the U.S. Embassy in Beirut has 
made direct contact with PLO offi-

Yasir Arafat 
His aid thought needed for peace 

cials several times for conversations 
on the security of the embassy, 
which is in a Palestinian-patrolled 
area. According to some sources, 
those security talks have occasional
ly slipped into wide-ranging discus
sions of the situation in Lebanon. 

The United States also has negotiat
ed indirectly with the PLO: President 
Carter carried on a long, secret and 
ultimately fruitless round of talks 
through officials of several Arab 

• countries to try to prod Arafat to
ward recognizing Israel. 

Whether the United States talks 
with the PLO, and on what basis, are 
issues that go to the heart of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. Most Palestin
ians - Arabs whose ancestors inhab
ited the land on which Israel stands 
~ say they will accept no peace nego
tiations that do not include the PLO. 

Henry A. Kissinger 
Sent message of thanks 

Many US diplomats in the Middle 
East maintain privately that no peace 
is possible without the participation 
of Arafat and his men. 

But Israeli leaders, including 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin and 
the opposition leader, Shimon Peres, 
insist that they will never sit down 
with the guerrillas. 

Arafat and other PLO officials 
boast . that they have the de facto 
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recognition of most of the world, but · 
they still want the United States to 
recognize them openly, for that 
would strengthen their claim to a 
place in negotiations. 

Israel opposes any such recogni
tion, for the same reason. In 1975, the 
Israelis exacted a promise from Kis
singer that the United States would 
"not recognize or negotiate with the 
Palestine Liberation Organization so 
long as the PLO does not recognize 

. Israel's right to exist." That probibi-
• tion remains in force today, but four 

successive administrations • have 
found secret contacts with the PLO to 

/ be, in the words of one State Depart-
• ment source, "absolutely necessary." 

Early in 1974, several sources said, 
• •• Kissinger and President Nixon decid

ed that it would be useful for the 
' United States to talk secretly with 
• PLO officials, to size them_ up first-
• band and get a sense of how flexible 

they might be in Middle East peace 
talks. On at least two occasions, Kis-. 
singer sent a staff member to meet 
with an Arafat aide. Israel and Jor
dan were notified, said a former offi
cial familiar with the talks. 

In the next round of U.S.-Israeli
Egyptian negotiations, in 1975, the 
Israelis demanded and got Kissing
er's promise not to negotiate with the 

_ PLO. a promise he made readily, a 
\ source said, because his limited con-

tacts with the PLO had convinced 
him that there was no immediate 
hope of bringing Arafat into peace 
talks. 

But in 1976 there was contact on a 
separate matter. When the Navy 
moved Americans out of Beirut dur
ing the Lebanese civil war. U.S. diplo
mats and intelligence officers enlist
ed the PLO's help in providing secu
rity for the operation, and Kissinger 
later sent Arafat a message of thanks 
for his cooperation . 

The CIA link with the Palestinians 
was used for wider purposes, well-

• placed sources said, including infor
mal exchanges of information. They 
said the CIA's key PLO contact was 
Arafat's chief of intelligence, Ali 
Hassan Salameh - the man accused 
by Israel of having planned the PLO 
kidnapping of 11 members of the 
Israeli Olympic team at Munich in 
1972. 

When Carter took office in 19n, he 
initially took Kissinger:s pledge not 
to negotiate with the PLO literally, 
but be believed that the time was 
ripe to attempt a comprehensive set-. 
tlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
and he believed that Palestinians -
members of the PLO or nonmembers 
- should be involved. President 
.Anwar Sadat of Egypt told Secretary 
of State Cyrus R. Vance that the PLO 
was ready to declare publicly that 

Israel had a right to ex ist. In March 
19n, to encourage the PLO toward 
moderation, Carter told a town meet
ing in Clinton, Mass .. that be be
lieved the Palestinians deserved a 
"homeland," but the PLO "parlia
ment," the Palestine National Coun
cil. failed to reciprocate with an 
equivalent gesture. , 

Still, Egyptian, Saudi Arabian and 
Syrian officials told U.S. diplomats 
that the PLO could be persuaded to 
accept the U.N. Security Council reso
lution guaranteeing the rights of all 
states in the Middle East, including 
Israel, to live in peace. Such accep
tance would constitute tacit recogni
tion of Israel's right to exist, open the 
way to direct negotiations with the 
United States and perhaps enable the 
PLO to join in peace talks, American 
officials said. 

Efforts to achieve this included use 
of secret channels and private citi
zens, but the efforts were in vain. 

More public instances of contacts 
with the PLO were in 1979. U.N. 
Ambassador Andrew Young met pri
vately with the PLO's chief U.N. ob
server, and when that 'meeting be
came public, Young resigned. Later 
that year, when Iranian students 
seized the US Embassy in Tehran 
and took 66 Americans hostage, Ara
fat was asked to intercede with the 
students. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

July 23, 1981 

Mr. Feith, 

The attached paper is in 
reference to your discussion 
with Don Gregg last week 
regarding the PLO. 

Charles Car1j, 
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This article was prepared by the National Foreign Assessment Center. 

Radical Palestinian Terrorism Likely to Resume 

radical Palestinian groups are anxious 
to begin a new terrorist campaign against Israeli and U.S . targets and 
the pressure is mounting on Arafat to condone, at least unofficially, such 
attacks. The Israeli attack on the Tuwaitha Nuclear Facility in Iraq and 
the recent Israeli bombing of Palestinian offices in Beirut have given the 
radicals added ammunition in their opposition to Arafat and his moder
ate policies. These groups are likely to attempt terrorist attacks against 
U.S. and Israeli targets even if they do not get Arafat's acquiesence. 

-fS/NOFORN / NOCONTRACT/ORCON}-

Arafat has been considering allowing some international 
terrorist attacks. The incidence of such attacks py Palestinians has fallen 
in the past few years because of Arafat's orders to cease international 
terrorist 'attacks in order to give the Palestinian cause a more legitimate 
and moderate image. Arafat has been under increasing pressure, how
ever, by radical elements to resume terrorist° attacks against Israeli and 
U.S. targets abroad because his diplomatic efforts have been unsuccess
ful. (S/NOFORN 1NQCQNTRACT IORCON) .. T I 

Arafat made a strong showing at the Palestine National Council 
meeting in April and thwarted moves by more radical elements to weak
en his position. Nevertheless, there were reports even .at that time that 
Arafat, in order to stave off radical criticism, had given the green light to 
planning for the resumption of international terrorist attacks in the event 
that no progress was made this year on a Palestinian solution. ts/NO -
rORN/NOCONTRACT/ORCON) 

Recent events may force Arafat to concede to radical demands soon, 
even if it is only to privately permit selected attacks against Israeli 
targets abroad. U.S. targets, already included in operational planning by 
the radicals, could also be included. It would be hard for Arafat to 
defuse the momentum that has been gathering. Arafat may be persuaded 
to agree in the hope that such attacks would goad the \Vest into speeding 
up their attempts to find a solution to the Palestinian question. He may 
also hope that by allowing attacks, he can retain some control over the 
radical groups and thwart attempts by several Arab states to gain more 
control of radical elements. Syria and Libya have been trying to buy 
influence with the more radical Palestinian groups and have been encour
aging these groups to carry out more international terrorist attacks , 
especially against Israeli targets, in the hope that such attacks would 
embarrass Arafat and discredit the moderate Palestinian position . 

• (S/NOFOR-f"T/NOCGN-TI~ . .ACT/ORCO:N) 

OEGLJ\SSIFiED IN PART . 
NlS .f..±z-::J..bl:, -,c 3--f 
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Even if Arafat does not condone terrorist attacks by the radicals, he 
may not intervene if these attacks occur on a limited basis. There 

is support even among certain leftist elements within Fatah, the 
moderate Palestinian organization headed by Arafat, for attacks against 
U.S. targets. ,tS;'NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/ORCON)---
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TRANSLATION OF AN INTERVIEW 
WITH FAROUK KADOUMI, HEAD OF THE PLO 'POLITICAL DEPARTMENT,' 

IN THE WEST GERMAN NEWSPAPER STERN , 30 JULY 1981 

The conference room of the Hilton Hotel in Tunis is set in gold and tu rquoise. 
White stucco designs on the ceiling depict the unsuccessful struggle of big and 
mighty Carthage against small and rebellious Rome. Beneath, around a gigantic 
oval table, are seated the foreign and defence ministers of the 20 member states 
of the Arab League, with their delegations. The representatives of 220 million 
Arabs deliberate on measures against 3.5 million Israelis. It is a special meet
ing convened by the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) in the wake of the 
Israeli air raid on its Beirut headquarters, in the course of which 190 people 
died and some 600 were inj ured. 

Since the 10th of July, the military clashes between Israelis and Palestinians on 
the Lebanese border had expanded into a regular war. Equipped with heavy weapons 
supplied by Libya, the Soviet Union and Syria, the Palestinians had been conduct
ing a rocket bombardment on towns and villages in the north of Israel, in reply 
to the attacks carried out by Israel for months on Palestinian targets in Le banon. 

The conference, transferred to the night hours because of the Moslem fasting month 
of Ramadan, winds up shortly before 5 a.m. with a unanimous declaration of sol i 
darity with the persecuted Palestinians and battered Lebanon. Those present agreed 
that, without US backing, Israel would not have been able to act in this manner, 
and warned the United States and all other countries against supporting Israel 
militarily and economically, failing which those countri es would have t o face severe 

Arab countermeasures. 

The colleague of Arafat who is in charge of PLO foreign policy , Fa ro uk Kadoumi, 
receives me in the morning in his hotel suite. He and all membe rs of hi s delega
tion are thoroughly fatigued. They t ell me that , fo r the pas t two weeks, they had 
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not slept for more than three hours a night. Already while we are drinking raven
black coffee a report comes in that, after Vasser Arafat, Israel 1 s Prime Minister 
has followed suit, yielded to UN efforts and has agreed to a temporary ceasefire 
along the border. Insha'allah (With God's help), says Kadoumi. 

Stern: And what now? 

Kadoumi: We have decla.red that we will not cross the Lebanese border in order to 

fight against Israel. 

Stern: You have been fighting against Israel across the Lebanese border by means 
of your rockets. 

Kadoumi: Provided the Israelis stop their air raids, their attacks by sea and by 

l(JY/,d against us, we shall cease (our rocket attacks). 

Stern: Menachem Begin ... 

Kadoumi: ... Begin the terrorist:·· 

Stern: ... justifies his preemptive strikes, as he calls them, with their success. 
For more than a year, until this rocket war, no Palestinian attack has 
taken place in Israel. 

Kadoumi: That is correct. 

Stern: But, time and again, a growing number of Palestinians have been inter
cepted coming from Lebanon who had been planning military actions in the 
interior of the country. They came on foot, by water, with glider de
vices by air. 

Kadoumi: That., too, is correct. 

stern: Begin claims that, unless more frequent and vehement Israeli attacks were 
made on Palestinian targets in Lebanon, more numerous and more successful 
coITTTiando bands would probably cross the border. 

(, 
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Kadowni: Does he sc.y so? 

Stern: At present it doe s no t look as if any .ll.rr1b or other· \<./Ould be ready to side 
with you in a wnr against Israel. You yourselves ,H'e not strong enough. 
Why then, when these isolated commando raids provoke such terrible Israeli 
preemptive or retaliatory strikes, do you oo on with them? Or are you 
going to stop these actions, too? 

Kadowni: We must conti nue t he rrrilitary operations in the occupied t erritories. To 

have a small candle in your hand is preferable to permanent ly cursing the 

darkness. 

Stern: Militar11Y, nothing is changed thereby and, politically, it does not gain 
you any friends in Europe, for instance. 

Kadowrri: If nothing were changed thereby milita:t>ily, we would not be having all 

this hullabal l oo about the Mid-Eastern crisis. Why, t hen, do they lock 

up our people; why do they torture them in the jails, murder them ... ? 

Stern: But that cannot be the goal? 

Kadowni: How does a pearl evolve? An alien object penetrates the shell of the 

mussel. It distu:L'bs t he animal; it chafes it, hu:L'ts it. That is exactly 

what we are doing. Ultimate l y we shall find the peax>l within the mussel. 

Stern: But so long as oysters are not opened, they survive it. 

Kadowni: We shall never allow Israel to l ive in peace. We shall never allow it 

t otal security. Every Israe l i will feel that: '~ehind every wall there 

might be a gueri lla who is aiming at me. 11 

Stern: You cannot expect Israel to put up with such behaviour passively. 
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Kadowni: Most important o.f all - it was Israel. that started it. Israel. has esca

lated the situaticn . Israel is responsible for the casualties on both 

sides. We have no choice - unless we capitulate. And the actions in 

the occupied territories are our signal that we do not yield. 

Stern: That is psychologically important for our peop1e (RPT: for your people)? 

Kadowni: For our people and for the world as a whole. 

Stern: Another alternative would be to talk to each other. But Menachem Begin 
has just now again explicitly forbidden the American special envoy Philip 
Habib to negotiate on a ceasefire with the PLO. The result was attained 
via the United Nations. 

Kadowni: That is precisely the correct institution. 

Stern: Neither would you talk with an Israeli? 

Kadowni: With a Zionist? No. Because Zionism means the colonization of Palestine. 

Stern: In that case, you act exactly like the Israelis. They say that to recog
nize the PLO as representatives of the Palestinians is out of the ques
tion. Apart from the Communists and a few orthodox (Jews), in whose 
view the establishment of Israel is an inadmissible anticipation of God's 
providence, you will not find any Israelis who would be ready to renounce 
their state. With whom, then, do you wish to talk? 

Kadoumi: One cannot expect the Palestinians to talk with their enemy. Israel has 

occupied our country (HPT: keeps our country occupied) for 32 years, and 
l'Jaf'c.,: ''oC(..vriul 
te.rr "i iw ,C!!-t " \oa,,c. 

\,u~ °""''~ 6,1' 
~1.. '1~S, "'o-t ~v• \. 
[) ,~<c.- \C\"1. 

Stern: 

the primary precondition is that it retreat from the occupied territories. 

Subsequently we shall be ready, within the framework of an international 

conference under the chairmanship of the United Nations, and with the 

attendance of all those involved in the conflict, to negotiate for a 

solution of the Mid-East crisis. 

When you say "occupied territories," what do you mean? 
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Kadowni: For the present, the f./est Eank, the Col-an Heights and lh, Caza Strip. 

Stern: That means - first of all the retreat, and afterwards you might talk. 

Kadowni: First of all, the WI.conditional, retreat. We have a documentary . right on 

that pa:l't of PaZest1:ne . In 1947 there was a UN partition plan providing 

for two states. 

Stern: And which was turned down by the Arabs. 

Kadowni: In that case we were Zike the mother who fought before King SoZomon over 

h~r chiZd. He suggested cutting the chiZd in haZf. But the real, mother 

said: "Let us live, Zet it not be divided." 

Stern: For this reason, the real mother gave the child to the other woman. Here 
there was a war instead. Th~ country was partitioned for 19 years among 
Israel -and Jordan. And, during that period, nobody ever mentioned an 
independent Palestinian state. Provided you were now to get this state 
on the West Bank and in Gaza - and there are not a few who would wish you 
to have it with all their heart - what would then happen to the remainder, 

to to Israel in the 1948 boundaries? 

Kadowni: I shaU make it perfectiy cZea:l' to you. We shaU never recognize Israel,, 

never accept the userper, the coZoniaZist, the imperiaZist. 

Stern: But then what? 

Kadowni: We shal, i fight for our right to return to our country. 

Stern: Thereby you bind the hands of your friends. 

Kadowni : Why ? 
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Stern: Your attitude me ans the destruction of the State of I srae 1. 

Kadowni: Yes, I want tc Jestroy the enemy who keeps my homeland occupied, who has 

murdered my par ent-u , rq 1 b1•others and sisters. But we m•e not murderers; 

Ster-n: 

we do not want to Zed'. them up i n jails as they do to us. We have offered 

welaome and she Uei· lo hundr eds of thousands o f them during and after the 

Second World War. 

Not quite. There were enonnous tensions and terrible anned conflicts. 

Kadowni: We are ready to live together with the Jews ~n a democratic state. 

Stern: Which would be ruled by you, since you have the majority. 

Kadowni: Na,tu:t'al ly. 

Stern: There is all the difference between realpolitik and dreams. 

Kadoumi: Dreams sometimes become true. 

Stern: 

Kadowni: 

Stern: 

Kadowni : 

In your case, you need help for this. Libya has offered you protection 
over Lebanese airspace but the Syrians have not intervened in the recent 
fighting. Why not? 

Because this is a struggle be-tween Palestinians and Israelis. 'I'he Syrians 

support us with weapons and with practical, aid, but they do not want to 

become involved in a war into which the Israelis want to drag them with 

aZl their rrright. In my view, if an equilibriwn of forces prevailed, the 

Syrians would not hesitate for a moment. But it has to be left to them 

to decide on the location and tirrring of the battle. 

And Libya? 

Libya is far away. And, as f or t he protect i on of the airspace, t hat is 

for Lebanon to decide. We are not on PaZestinian territory t here. 
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In your opening address to the current conference you have denounced the 
US as an aggressor, and you have stated that the Soviet Union is your 

most trustworthy friends. One of the arguments with which Menachem Begin 
seeks to withhold potential aid from you is his claim that a future Pales
tinian state would necessar·il~ be a Soviet satellite. 

Kadoumi: We are a national movement. Everyone who can he l p us 1,s welcome. The~ 

Syrians are helping us, as well as the Iraqis, the Libyans and the 

Chinese. 

Stern: Does this aid take the form of arms? 

Kadoumi: The Chinese. were first. They provided us with arms. The Soviets, as wen 

as the other socialist countries, provide us with both political and mili

tary aid. 

Stern: And what do you demand in return? 

Kadoumi: Really, what do the Palestinians have to offer? 

Stern: Perhaps sometime in the future they will have something. 

Kadoumi: But we are now talking about the present. Who can know the state of our 

relations with the Soviet Union in the future? 

Stern: Are you looking for allies beyond any ideological orientation? 

Kadoumi: Independently of any political and social system. If anyone would Zike to 

be our friends and help us with weapons - please, they are welcome. 

Stern: Your Arab friends _in the r~gi on are somewhat more reserved towards the 
Soviet Union. 

Kadoumi: That might apply to Saudi Arabia. But King Hussein of Jordan has quite 

recently visited Moscow, and, to conclude from the joint communique, 

understanding between him and his hosts has been excellent. You see that 

there has been some change. 
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Steron: But it does not seem likely at present that, in an emergency, he would 
side with the Soviet Union. 

Ka.doumi: In case all-out war actually broke out, we would be the allies of the 

Soviet Union - for· we prefer to be the friends of Communists, rather 

than to be the victims of the Zionist and imperialist occupation forces. 
·& 

Steron: As we know, Conmunists, too, can be occupation force's. 

Kadoumi: In the Arab world they are not. 

'> 
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'Presbyterian Church 
275 WEST SENECA TURNPIKE AT ACADEMY GREEN SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 13207 

LEONARD B. BJORKMAN, PASTOR 

Dr. Raymond Tanter, 
National Security Council, 
Executive Office Bldg., 
Washington DC 200 

Dear Dr. Tanter: 

TELEPHONE: 469-0946 

My wife and I visited with you and Mr. Douglas Feith on July 7 and talked 
about the Palestine Liberation Organization. We mentioned that PLO leaders 
had said that, following the establishment of a West Bank/Gaza Palestinian 
state, the struggle to get the "rest of Palestine" would only be political, 
not military, in form. You mentioned that you had not heard this before and re
quested the reference for it. We are sorry that it has taken so long to get 
this to you, but matters such as vacation, some medical work, and then things 
getting going too fast at Church intervened. 

So at long last, here are three articles in which this idea is put forth 
by various PLO leaders. One article is from the Christian Science Monitor, 
one from The Nation, and the last from Seven Days. 

We are taking the liberty of enclosing one additional piece of literature, 
the updated news sheet from the latest issue {July/ August i981) of the superb 
Israeli peace journal, New Outlook. We thought that the distinctions about 
the PLO made by Gen (Res.) Shlomo Gazit were particularly interesting, as is 
the editorial following it, by Simha Flapan. 

Again, thank you for the time which you spent with us on this issue. 

Shalom and Salaam, 

October 7, 1981 

LBB:mk 

Encls. 

\°\r lol't should not b, ,i""1 words and t.l~ : it must b, tru, lov, . wliich shows its,~ in action.· I John 3:18 
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Gaza; it will thus encompass more than 
70 percent of the Palestinian people and 
its area will be extensive enough to reha
bilitate the refugees in the camps in Leb
anon and elsewhere. Such a country can 
be at once an adequate expression of 
Palestinian nationalism and sufficiently 
viable to be a force for stability in the 
area. Whether it will be called Palestine, 
Palestine-Jordan, the United Arab 
Kingdom or the Republic of Palestine 
will be up to its population: but the 
Palestinian people cannot and should 
not be dissected into two states-a West 
Bank-Gaza state on the one hand and 
the Kingdom of Jordan on the other. 

Can King Hussein be the linchpin for 
such a solution? There is no doubt that 
he can enter into meaningful negotia
tions with Israel only if he gets the bless
ing-overt or covert-of the more 
·moderate elements within the P.L.O. If 
this happens, the present stalemate in 
which Israel and the P.L.O. are locked 
into a morass of mutual non-

, recognition can be breached, and a new 
beginning for Israeli-Palestinian coexist
ence can be envisaged, predicated on the 
right of each people to live in a sover
eign state expressing its own national 
identity. 0 

.. 
Yael T_,otan 

T
o answer your questions I must 
first point out a ·number of 
facts which have become pain
fully obvious to anyone who 

knows Israel. In the past ten years there 
has been a grave deterioration in all 
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spheres of life in lsrael. The country is 
in an acute crisis economically, socially, 
morally and politically (i.e., on the in
ternational level). rf it was more secure 
in a military sense, perhaps one could 
accept all the other ills as inescapable 
sacrifices. But in reality the situation is 
very far from secure-bombs go off 
everywhere, public buildings are like 
fortresses, shells still fall on the cities 
and villages of the north, and the Israeli 
Army is embroiled up to its eyebrows in 
Lebanon. 

These facts are indisputable, and so is 
their root cause-the military occupa
tion of the territories seized in 1967. All 
the fine phrases about "an enlightened 
occupation" have proved to be so much 
double talk, and the precious acquisi
tions have turned out to be a cancer that 
is destroying the body politic which was 
Israel. 

Now, to pretend that the Palestinian 
people are a new discovery, an invention 
of the left or of the Third World, is disin
genuous at best. Palestinian Arab na
tionalism began in the 1920s, and has 
been a continuous struggle ever since. In 
I 947, the United Nations resolved that 
there should be two independent states 
in what was then British :'vtandatory 
Palestine, a Jewish and an Arab state. 
Granted, it is no fault of ours that the 
Palestinians were not allowed to achieve 
political independence then-:--but it 
should be plain by now that it is impos
sible to keep them down by force and 
.still retain a semblance of political sta
bility. King Hussein found this out; 
Israel is finding it out today. 

What then should we do? In my opin-

ion nothing is worse than the continued 
occupation of the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. No mystagogical formula
tions will ever make it an acceptable 
status for the inhabitants. Their repres- 
sion is undoing us all, and the Zionist 
dream is fast turning into a nightmare. 
We must therefore resolve to get out
not negotiate or haggle but simply get 
out of there. We may also express our 
hope that the political entity that will 
arise after our departure will see fit to 
establish neighborly relations with 
Israel. (I think they will want to do this 
for obvious reasons, one of them being 
the physical separation of the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip.) Israel may 
also warn against any attempted build
up of offensive weaponry in these terri
tories--and make it clear that it will act 
before such a buildup reaches threaten
ing proportions. 

But whatever happens after we evacu
ate these areas will be infinitely better 
than what is going on now. Israel before 

• I 967 was a modest, decent and respect
able little country, and the morale of its 
citizens was high. Todav it is acting out 

• a miniature Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, while remaining a beg
gar dependent on the handouts of 
friends. An independent Palestine is the 
only chance Israel has of surviving the 
twentieth century. With a bit of luck, we 
may even learn to become good neigh
bors. □ 

Yael Lotan is editor of Ariel, a quarterly 
magazine on Israeli a.rt and culture 
sponsored by the Foreign Alinistry of 
the Government of Israel. 

- BREAKING THE DEADLOCK • 

the bargaining table, and the one body that claims to speak 
for their interests-the Palestine Liberation Organization
is denied recognition by two of the parties to the talks. The 
Government of Israel refuses to accord diplomatic legiti
macy to "terrorists" bent upon the destruction of Israel, 
and the United States supports its position. As President 
Carter said in his press conference of October 9, "We will 
not negotiate with the P.L.O. We will not recognize the 
P.L.O. until after the P.L.O. recognizes Israel's right to exist 
and endorses United Nations Resolution :::.42 as a basis for 
Middle East peace." 

T11e Politics of 
Tl1e PI_J.O. 

. I 

MARTIN GARBUS 
fl 

T
he current deadlock in the talks on autonomy for 
the peoples of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
underscores the indispensable role of the Palestini- • 
ans in the peace process set in motion by the Camp 

David agreements. A lasting Middle Eastern peace settle
ment is impossible without addressing the demands of the 
Palestinians for self-determination, yet they are absent from 

With equal obstinacy, the P. L.O. publicly withholds this 
recognition, although P.L.O. chief Yasir Arafat has emitted 
signals privately via third parties that he has sworn off ter
rorism and is ready to accept Resolution 242-if Israel 
recognizes the P.L.O. 

Yet the political realities of the situation are more fluid 
than this diplomatic impasse suggests. Certainly, to Israel's 
discomfiture, the P.L.O. has gained considerable support as 
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the bargaining agent for the Palestinian people in the last 
few years. Beginning with the conference of Arab nations at 
Rabat, Moroccd, in 1974, when Jordan's King Hussein 
abandoned his nation's claim to speak for the Palestinians, 
more than one hundred sovereign nations have recognized 
the P.L.O. The Israelis say they cannot deal diplomatically 
with a group whose guiding National Covenant states: "The 
liberation of Palestine, from an Arab viewpoint, is a nation
al duty to repulse the Zionist, Imperialist invasion from the 
great Arab homeland and to purge the Zionist presence 
from Palestine." But the P.L.O. covenant is not an immu
table binding document. Actually, it is an evolving political 
statement that has been amended many times by the 
Palestine National Council. 

For that matter, the P.L.O. is not a monolithic body, 
speaking witb one voice. It is, rather, an umbrella organiza
tion composed of groups, factions and personalities repre
senting a range of views. If we recognize that the diplomatic 
iogjam is at bottom political and psychological, rather than 
legal, then an awareness of the factions and groups on the 
Palestin;an side and what they stand for can at least high
light political realities, which present opportunities for cir
cumventing the diplomatic impasse. 

Within the P.L.O. there are nearly a dozen political par-1 

ties-each with its own armed unit. Arafat, leader of Al 
Fatah, which he founded in 1965, is chairman of the 
?.L.O.'s governing fifteen-man Executive Committee. The 
faecutive Committee was elected from the 300-member Pal
C$tine National Council, a body that convenes annually. The 
Executive Committee is dominated by Fatah. Very general
ly, the remainder of the P.L.O. can be divided into the 
groups that support Fatah's leadership and the "rejec
tionists" who, since 1974, have opposed what they claim is 
Arafat's eagerness to settle for "half of Palestine." Led bv 
Dr. George Habash's Popular Front for the Liberation o·f 
Palestine {P.F.L.P.), the rejectionist bloc has gained in 
poiitial influen~ since Anwar el-Sadat's November 1977 
visit to Jerusalem. 

Militarily, however, the rejectionists are weak. They con
trol less than 10 percent of the P.L.O. 's armed forces. Fatah 
on r~ 10,000 regular troops, plus another 10,000 militia. 
Under the terms of the Cairo Accords of 1969, the P.L.O. 
aJso governs the refugee camps in Lebanon where at ieast a 
quaner-minion Palestinians live. The people in these camps 
are _ Arafat's constituency. And while the camps contain 
military bunkers, gun emplacements, training grounds and 
other military targets, they house a predominantly civilian 
population. Because of its governing responsibilities, the 

Martin Garbus is a lawyer who has reported on civil liberties 
rows rn South Africa, the Soviet Union and many other 
C"Ofmtr~. In 1977 he worked on behalf of Anatoly 
S~charans/cy and other Soviet dissidents. A farmer associate 
dtf'f!T:tor of the American Civil Liberties Union, Mr. Garbus 
h4S taught at both Yale and Columbia University law 
schools. He is the author of Ready for the Defense (Farrar 
Straus & c · ' iroux). Material for this article was collected in 
part durin~ a rnp lo !he Middle East last spring. 

P.L.O. is not solely a military organization; it is also a cum
bersome bureaucracy, set up to adminis,e:- the refugee 
camps. It manages schools, hospiials, factories, vocational 
workshops and social clubs. Pension benefits, unemploy
ment allowances, disability payments and aid co the widows 
of fallen "martyrs" are doled out by a rather centralized 
hierarchy of paper-pushing officials. (Arafat's brother, a 
physician, is in charge of the string of clinics and hospitals 
operated by the P. L.O.) There are trade unions, writers ' 
associations, women's groups and a host of other social-wel
fare committees operated by the organization. Much of this 
bureaucracy is financed by payroll taxes on the earnings of 
Palestinians working in the oilfields of Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates. Saudi Arabia also di
rectly subsidizes the P.L.O.-and these payoffs in part ex
plain why the organization is still dominated by an ideologi
cally conservative leadership. 

A
rafat is no Marxist and hardly a revoiurionary by 
any definition. Early in his career Arafat nad 
connections with the extremely conservative 
Muslim Brotherhood organization. Arafat is first 

and foremost a nationalist. As an engineer he received his 
training in Abdel Nasser's Egypt and aHegedly was once a 
partner in a large and profitable engineering firm in Kuwait. 
Despite the fractious nature of the coalition Arafat presides 
over, he has remained the single most important Palestinian 
leader for years . He has been "in office" longer than most 
other international figures. Thus, any discussion of the 
P. L.O. must start with his organization, Fatah. 

Fatah's ability to endure is remarkable. William Quandt, 
until recently Zbigniew Brzezinski's Middle East adviser on 
the National Security Council, writing six years ago in The 
Politics of Palestinian Nationalism, made observations 
about Fatah that are as correct today as they were then: 

First. Fatah has been led by a small but relatively cohesive 
group of nationalists, several of whom have worked 
together for over a decade. Second, Fatah has developed a 
broad , nationalist appeal that can encompass supporters 
and recru11s from nearl y all ideological perspectives. Third, 
Fatah has declared its intention of avoiding inter-Arab 
quarrels. thus allowing it to receive aid and arms from Arab 
regimes as div~rsc as Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Algeria, Syria , 
and Egypt. Finally, the simplicit y o f Fatah 's nationalist 
political goals makes them understandable to the large mass 
of poorly educated Pales_tinians. By contrast , other groups 
have often engaged in highly sophisticated ideological de
bates that have lit tie meaning to most potential recruits. 

Arafat, througj1 the years, has stayed in power by skillfuily 
treading through a political mine field. Given the traditional 
and badly fragmented society from which he drew his sup
port, and facing, more often than not, hostility from nearly 
all of the Arab countries, he owes his survival to more than 
exploiting anti-Israel feelings among nations . The ' 'moder
ates." under Arafat 's direction from the start, were in w n
trol of the weapons and money of the movement and partic
ularly of its institutions. Thev, being less re,o lu tionarv 
would, prior to Camp David, h.aYe been prepared to accep-t 
a nationalistic peace ti nged wit h Arabism . 

In the pasi , Arafat, speaking fu r all of the ct> ntri sr ~ and 
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• ightists of Farah, has been able to count on the support of 
, lie:: Syrian-sponsored al Sa'iqa group (the second biggest 
.i rganization after Fatah) and of the Marxist Democratic 
From for the Liberation of Palestine (D.F LP.) led by 
Nayef Hawatmeh, which also enjoyed Syrian support. Al
though Arafat tried to keep a broad base of Arab support, 
in the end he came to rely for money mainly on Saudi 
Arabia and the other conservative states of the Persian Gulf, 
as weU as on Syria. 

On their part, the rejectionists have depended mainly on 
Iraq and to a lesser extent on Libya and Algeria, although 
Algeria tried not to favor any group in particular. In addi
tion to Dr. Habash 's P.F.L.P., the radicals comprise the 
Iraqi-sponsored Arab Liberation Front (A.L.F.), the 
P.F.L.P. General Command of Ahmad Jibril, and two small 
groups, the Popular Str.uggle Front (P.S.F.) and the 
Palestine Liberation Front (P.L.F.). Many of them believe 
that the Palestinians' differences with Egypt and Jordan are 
really as great as their differences with Israel. While the 
P.F.L.P. will never dominate the Palestinian movement, it 
has had an impact far beyond its numbers. The depth of the 
rejectionists' opposition to any compromise with Israel is 
evidenced by their assassination of men like the P.L.O. 's 
London representative, Said Hammami, and several others 
who openly talked of negotiating with Israel (see 
Christopher Hitchens, "Blood Feuds Among the Palestin
ians," The Nation, September 2, 1978). 

S 
uch marked differences of opinion over basic policy 
help to explain Arafat's own shifting position. He 

• can still exercise overall direction of the P.L.O. 's 
proceedings, but with each passing year it become, 

more difficult. This was seen most clearly in the new 
alignments formed at the Paiestine National Council 
meeting last January. For the first. time, the radicals within 
the council were joined by the D.F.L.P. and the al Sa'iqa in 
an alliance against Fatah. One of the major items on the 
agenda qf the meeting had been an agreement to allow the 
P:F.L.P., which had pulled out of the P.L.O. in 1974, to 
resume its place on the Executive Committee. Arafat sought 
to increase Fatah's numbers on the Executive Committee in 
proportion to the additional P.F.L.P. representation, but 
was unable to mus1er the necessary votes. In order to pre- • 
vent an open split within the P.L.O., the P.F.L.P.'s return to 
the Executive Committee was postponed and Fatah's domi
nation of the committee contin..-ed. To demands by the 
radicals that he dissociate himself from "reactionary re
gimes," Arafat lashed back: "You may well attack these re
gimes, but I received $67 million in 1978 from Saudi Arabia 
for the struggle in the occupied territories and every day I 
have to fill the bcilies of 230,000 people in Lebanon." 

The radicals and hard-liners within the Palestine National 
Council were able to make common cause against Fatah in 
part because of the new alliance between Syria and Iraq 
which removed the need for the rivalry between the D.F.L.P. 
and al Sa'iqa and the Iraqi-backed radical groups.-who 
had· always had more in common than they could publicly 
admit. 

This power shift inside the Executive Committee of the 
P.L.O. has placed Arafat on the defensive. As long as he is 
excluded from the Camp David structure of peace negotia
tions, he cannot produce anything concrete for his constit
uency. And so he has been, in the words of Sadat, "running 
after the Americans to establish a dialogue." If Arafat were 
to win U.S. recognition___ceven he kin~ of U!_l.official de Jae:.. 
to recognffion that would derive from face-to-face talks with 
1J .S. officials-his hand against the rejectionist bloc inside- _ 
the P.L.O. woulg be greatly mengthened.J ndeed, It can be 
~d- tba( the political strength of th; r~j_~ti~ bloc in the _. 
post-Camp David period stems redsely from Arafat's ex
clusion from the Washington-orchestrated negotiations. 
Knowing that Washington refuses to deal with Arafat has 
confirmed the arguments made by the rejectionists that any 
hint of a willingness by the P.L.O. to negotiate will be 
peremptorily rejected by the Israelis. 

Arafat, after all, has engineered a number oCshifts in the 
P.L.O. 's official position. One of the more significant of 
these occurred back in 1974 when the organization oWciaUy 
adopted the Transitional Program, which advocated that 
the P.L.O. assume sovereignty over any portion of "Pa!cs-
tine" subsequently liberated. The Transitional Progra.,"11, 
drafted by Hawatmeh, does not supersede the P.L.O. 's Na
tional Covenant calling for a secular state in the whole of 
"Palestine." But Hawatmeh and others have frequently in
terpreted the.program as meaning that once a sovereign 
Palestinian state is created in the West Bank and Gaza, 
"armed struggle" will be abandoned and a peaceful assigli
lation of the Jewish state sought, a gradualist approach that 
will take several aenerations. This strategy has been stron !Y 
supported by Abu lyaq, the deputy chief of the_f.L.Q .• wno 
recently said, "As for myself, I maintain that there will be 
no more sub-ve-rsive Palestinian activities lhe day we have a 
state to run. and above all to safeguard. Extremism wil~ 
vanish from our ranks, even from those of the [rejectio!lfa( 
front .... " 

Abu lyad's "revolutionary" statements ei.ici~!!d 2:, 
TC$ponse from the Israeli Government. They were repor!~ 
socursorily in the Israeli press that few in Israel knew aba':!: 
them. Then, on January 12, 1979, an article by Mei~\.ierha0 

appeared in The Jerusalem Post, an independent cen~r!s: 
paper. Merhav's article, entitled "falling oo Deaf Ears, ' 
criticized the ostrich position of the Israeli Governmem 
.. The latest instance of this contradictory obliviousness,' 
Merhav wrote, 

is .the virtual silence, on the part of the government, poli ti
cians and the press, about the statements by Abu lyad !R 
the forthcoming book, Palestinian Without a Country. E is 
statements that the P.L.O. will settle for a Palestinian mini
state or. '.he West Ban.It and Gaza, that it will accord a! '. e.ast 
de facto recognition to Israel. that it, main immediate gca 

I· is ro obtain a, locus for Palestinian nationai identi1y-:::c 
matter how circumscribed-are not esscntiaily new. :--ior ':r 
it news that all statements and resolutions to th.at ~ff::c: 
have be-en consistently ignored by Israel. What is new ' n 
these statements is, first of ell, the p,ersonali!y and auti'0ri '.; 
of the person making them. Salah Khalaf, better know :.. j:i 
his nom de g!,1erre of Abu lyad, is no !ess than the C1i-:~ ') '.. 
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Special Operations of Fatah, the P.L.O. 's controlling 
organization. He is Yasir Arafat's deputy and the archter
roris1 of the organization. When Abu Iyad declares that, · 
upon the establishment of a Palestinian mini-state, the 

I 
P.L.O. will forswear acts of t._erro~sm and subversion, the 
declaration is at least worth hstemng to. 

Abu Iyad's statements do not stand alone. In January 
1979· a delegation of Americans, including Alan Solomon
ow, director of the Middle East Peace Project, met in 
Damascus with Farouk Kaddoumi, director of the political 

1 department of the P.L.O. leadership. An account of their 
meeting was reported in Yediot Aharonot: one of Israel's 
larger, more conservlltive papen. 

/ Kaddoumi said that the P.L.O. could accept the 
1 autonomy concept if Israel would recognize the P.L.O. and 

" M 

- Palestinians who live outside the West Bank and Gaza. The 
P.L.O. would agree to consider autonomy if: (J) instead of a 
transition period of five years until the establishment of a 
;,ermanent status for the West Bank and Gaza, the transi
tion were thre¢ years; (2) instead of Israeli forces in the 
autonomous area during the transition period, there were 
international forces, perhaps under United Nations 
auspices. and (J) the debate on the final status of the West 
Bank and Gaza at the end of th& transition period were to 
leave open the alternative of a Palestinian state. 

Kaddowni denied that the P.L.O. 's prc,ent position is solely 
tactical and that once it gets an independent state it will then 
seek to absorb all of Israel. "We are willing," he said, "to 
agree to any international security guarantees and promises 
that Israel will demand." And . then, in words similar to 
those Arafat used in speaking to Representative Paul Find
ley in January 1979, he said: "As soon as we have-a state, we 
shall recognize Israel's secure borders and Israel's right to 
live in peace." He went on to say that some kind of gesture 
by Israel-an announcement of a willingness to make a sym
bolic withdrawal ·from the West Bank, for example-would 
produce a meaningful shift within the entire P.L.O. and en
able th_c moderates to assume a more visible role. 

One more example in this vein will suffice. In the autumn 
1977 issue of the P.L.O. 's Journal of Palestine Studies, 

Sabri Jiryis, head of the Israel section of the P.L.O. research 
center in Beirut, cited a resolution approved by the Palestin~ 
ian National Council at its thirteenth session in Cairo in 
March 1977, calling for the establishment of an independent 
Palestinian state "in part of the te"itory of Palestine" 
(author's italics). He says this indicates that a considerable 
change has taken place in the attitude of the Palestinian na
tional movement5 in general and the P.L.O. in particular. 
Nearly twQ_ycars later, Jjryis told the Solomonow group, 
"Our official position is: A Palestinian independent state 
alongside Israel. The issue is trying to get a reaction from 
the other side. '' 

The negotiations with the Palestinians will be arduOU5 
and may take years. An atmosphere must ·be created at the 
negotiating tables that will allow wounds to heal. Creating 
that atmosphere is in some ways as important as agreeing on 
boundary lines. 

In Israel and Egypt, a great deal of time is being spent at 
present on the meaning of the word "autonomy," l,ut not 
enough on the word and concept of "occupation.,, · As the 
year goes on, the occupation will intensify; new settlement! 
on the West Bank will incite new terrorism by the Palestini
ans. The recent Israeli decision to allow· private citizens to 
buy land in the West Bank can only be seen by the Palestini
ans as a further provocation. The occupation is an occupa
tion in the true sense of the word. Demonstrations are for
bidden, children participating in peaceful protests are 
roughly treated, land and property are easily expropriated 
from Arabs under the pretext of national security. . 

Prior to 1976,_.Qne_might have argued that t_he P.L.O . ..did 
not truly represent the Palestinians on the West Bank. But 
that view was dispelled by the West Bank mayoralty elec
tions (won almost completely by candidates publicly pledged 
to the P.L.O.) and b..y_ thc_present_politicaJ currents in the 
West Bank, most particularly by the political activism of 
young Palestinian students at Bir Zeit University. The new 
West Bank settlements are the best recruiting device the 
P.L.O. ever had. The mayors of the West Bank, along with 
the government in exile, uniformly rejected the Egyptian-

----. 



Israeli peace treaty. The only mayor on the West Bank 
elected in _1976 without P . L .O . support, Elias Freij of 
Bethlehem, called the Camp David accords "a legalization 
of Israeli occupation." The peace treaty has thus further 
succeeded in uniting the Palestinian Arabs. 

Some feel that Prime Minister Menachem Begin has gone 
as far as he realistically can. He was elected primarily for his 
domestic policies and the probabilities are that his party 
will, because of domestic policies, lose the next election. In
flation is rampant and the Government seems helpless. The 
.Israeli peace movement's growing influence was recently 
underscored when Moshe Dayan resigned in opposition to 
Begin 's hard-line stance in the autonomy talks. 

One cannot avoid the prospect that at some point, Israeli 
leaders ; will be sitting down for face-to-face negotiations 
with Palestinian leaders . A comprehensive peace settlement 
cannot be achieved without Palestinian invoivemenc. In the 
harsh light of world opinion, Israel's refusal to talk with the 
only organization that claims to speak for the Pakstinians 
looks increasingly untenable. Arguments against talking to 
"terrorists" miss the point-particularly so when you 
realize that there are many within the P.L.O. willing to lay 
down their guns in return for a mini-state in the West Bank 
and Gaza. The very complexity of the P. L.O., its internal 
factions and ideological differences, suggests that opportu
nities exist to influence the course of Palestinian leadership. 
Those w ho wish to see the survival of the.state oLlsrael,- as I 
do, sfioulcfiiot !;;-these opportunities pass. 0 

. - -
- SAFEGUARDS & CIVIL LIBERTIES 

N-i,1.clear Pov\i.,.e1· i111cl 

The Co11Htit1. 1tion 
JOHN SHATTUCK 

T 
here are many facets to the growing national 
debate over atomic power, but probably none is 
more important than the impact nuclear develop
ment is beginning to have on civil liberties . 

Because the nudear debate has centered around more vi sible 
and immediate issues of environment, health, safety and 
weaponry, civil libertarians skeptical ab.out the constitutional 
dimension of these issues have generally stayed on the s ide-
lines . Recent events may have changed that. Secrecy, official 
deception, violations of due process and political spy ing 
have emerged as major byproducts of nuclear power. 

O ne dramatic example is the nuclear Watergate that oc 
c:urred when the Government systematically deceived eoe 
public fo r twenty-five years about the effects of nuclear 
testing on t{le health of soldiers and re,idents in Nevada and 

John Shattuck is a legislative director of the American Civil 
Lib'?rrit!S 1_r,,,;0r. 17 ,"d rite he.od o! its ~Vashingror 0ffice. 

Utah in the early 1950s. They were told they were par
ticipating in a great public experimc::nt and that fears of 
health hazards were • 'Communist-inspired scare stories.'' 
Documenc, disclosed in Congressional hearings last spring 
showed that the Eisenhower Administration followed a . 
policy of deliberately misinforming the public about the 
dangers of low-level radiation. This was as serious an abuse 
of power as Watergate, and far more lethal. 

Secrecy and official deception have also been spawned by· 
commercial nuclear development. The New York Times 
reported earlier this year about a man in upstate New York 
who worked for the Nuclear Materials and Engineering Cor
poration, a subsidiary of Atlantic Richfield Company. The 
man had been asked to go into a crawl space in a silo hold
ing I, 700 to11s of high-grade uranium ore to see how the .silo 
could be emptic::d. He in.::urred a huge overdose of Iow-leve¼ 
radiation, and six mouths lacer concrac:ced massive cancer of 
the intc::stines, liver and spleen. After his death, two men 
daimillg to be Federal agents came to his widow's house 
and demanded his employment records, saying they were 
cla.-;,:;ified. Meanwhile, the company refused to turn over to 
the widow many o r her husband's medical files, asserting 
that they had been lost or misplaced. In short, responsible 
officials seemed to be going out of their way to cover ui:, 
what may have been a typical case of low-level radiation 
poisoning. 

We have also learned about another kind of secrecy in The 
Progressive case. The broadest and longest prior restraint. in 
American history was in effect during much of 1979 against 
a magazine seeking to publish information obtained from 
public sources about the H-bomb. The Carter Administra
tion's s=rccy mania in this case proved to be · even greater 
than the Nixon Administration's in the Pentagon Papers 
litigation. Government lawyers sought ratification by the 
courts of a new "born classified" theory intended to impose 
an official hammerlock on all information pertaining co 
nuclear weapons_ 

Next, we have learned about major due process violations 
in the licensing and operation of unsafe nuclear power 
plants: 

§ The breakdown of procedural regulatory authority in 
the Three Mile Island crisis last March was epitcmized by a 
comment of Nuclear Regulatory Commission chairman 
Joseph Hendrie r=orded during o ne of the commission's 
closed meeting'? ar.. the height of th e crisis: "\Yhat's ~ha! 
amcn.Jment that protects freedom of the press? \Vhatcver i t 
is, l 'm against it.'' In !a te July, the much-publicized 
Citizens' Advisory Panel, which President Carter set up 
after Three :vtile Island, was disbanded after o nl y one meet
ing because the panel was demanding too much information 
from the N.R.C. 

§ An indication of the public's attitude toward proce
dural shoncuts in nuclear regu lation was the :S 10-million 
jury verdict last March fo r the family of Karen S ilkwocd, '.! 

worker in an Oklahoma plutonium reprocessing plant ·,.,.-he 
had sued the con1 pany fur a wide variety of health ar:d safety 
violations, and who died in a n automobile accident that c-c
curreC uf!d~r highly s usn!i.;;0 1.1s circumstances . 



I SPECIAL SECTION 

Yasir Seven Days Interview meticized version of the Allon Plan of 
1967. We insist on an independent Pales
tinian state which will have full rights and 
obligations of sovereignty. 

AbdRabbo 
What will that state be like. what will its 
relations he with its neighbors? 

We believe that at this stage the follow- I 
ing is most favorable: (a) the establishment 
of an independent Palestinian state; (b) the 

1------------------.------------------l organization and consolidation of that 
PLO and creates illusions of a settlement state by a front of national unity; (c) dur
based on the restoration of Palestinian ing at least the first five years this new state 
rights_ The imperialists want to freeze the will have to absorb nearly a million incom
situation in the area; but given the condi- ing citizens . Its energies shall be devoted to 
tions prevailing in the Middle East and in reconstruction; (d) the · reuniting of the 
the Palestinian movement, this is an im- Palestinian people and reforming of the 
possible goal..Hence, we expect a period of state must be achieved in a democratic 
crisis, of desperate maneuverings and pres- framework. We would prefer a par!ia
sures against us, a period of escalating ten- mentary system. with multi-proportional" 
sions. representation . Yes fhe smiles] an arrange

The Democratic Front for the Libera0 

tion of Palestine (formerly the Democratic 
Popular Front) is a Marxist-Leninist or
ganization under the leadership of Nayef 
Hawatmeh, an intellectual from a Chris
tian family; In comparison with AI-Fatah 
and the pro-Syrian AI-Saiqa, the Demo
cratic Front is a small organization; its 
membership is generally limited to educa
ted youths. 

However. it has played a crucial role in 
defining the program and goals of the Pal
estinian liberation movement. It . was the 
first organization to spell out a preference 
for a secular, socialist binationa( (Arab 
and Jewish) state in Palestine;" It spear
headed the call for the establishment of a 
separate Palestinian state in the occupied 
territories to be evacuated by Israel; And 
its leaders were among- the first Palestin
ians in exile to seek contacts with progres
sive Israelis and Israeli publications. 

We (David Dellinger, Don Luce, Ram
sey Clark, Frederick Jameson, and I) met 
for about two hours with Yasir AbdRabbo
in the heavily guarded headquarters of the 
Democratic Front. Mr. Abd Rabbo; one 

The· United Nations is scheduled soon to 
discuss an amendment to Resolution 242. 
Will the Democratic Front accept 242 if it 
i~ amended- to inciude Palestinian rights? 

We. shall support a resolution which re
cognizes our rights to self-determination 
and to return and which moves us further 
toward the establishment of a Palestinian 
state. However, we-believe that the U.S. 
will veto such a res()jution .. Even-if it were 
passed, it could not be enforced anyway. 
In that sense the question of amending 242 
is unimportant: 

What kind of a Palestinian state do you 
• • ? env1s1011.~ 

of its leading ideologues, devoted most of We reject what is known as the Vance· 
his opening remarks to an analysis of Uni- Plan of 1977-a Palestinian entity in the 
ted States policy in the Middle East as it af- West Bank and Gaza-with minor adjust
fected the Palestinian question •• Later he ments. Disarmed; with open frontiers; and 
answered some questions we addressed· to linked by special ties to Jordan .. It is a cos
him. Following are some selections from 1--------------------1 

that conversation. -EQBAL AHMAD 

How do you expect U.S. policy to evolve in 
the near future. and what will be your re
sponse? 

U.S. policy suffers from multiple strains 
and contradictory aims. The Carter ad
ministration has- continued the policy 
devised during the Nixon government. But 
it must cope with the failure of Kissinger's 
strategy. It seeks to remove Soviet influ
ence in the Middle East without wanting to 
reduce the economic and strategic gains of 
detente. Washington. has now realized the 
impossibility of eliminating. the Palestin
ian liberation movement, though it is 
unwilling to grant the inalienable rights of 
the Palestinian people. Hence, the U.S. 
has changed its tactics, and now occasion
ally floats rumors about recognition of the 
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Nayef Hawatmeh, leader of the Democra
tic Front. svr.MA 

ment rather similar to Israel's. But, at_ this 
stage, we shall need a system capable of ab
sorbing shocks and conflicts, and of ac-

. commodating Palestinian social realities. 

You seem to he committed to the establish
ment. of a socialist state by parliamentary 
means; Is not your position similar to 
Euro-Communism? 

Perhaps. We do -not believe that there is 
only one road to socialist power. 

The Democratic Front has been the indi
cator and champion of the goal of a secu
lar. democratic. hinational, socialist state · 
in Palestine. What will happen to your ori
ginal vision of a binational socialist repub
lic when you accept a separate Palestinian· 
~tale next to Israel? 

This cannot be done by military means; 
we need a favorable terrain for political 
struggle toward a binational, socialist 
state. The establishment of a Palestinian 
state will create the necessary objective 
conditions for such a struggle. We believe 
.that the establishment of a Palestinian 
state will put an end to Zionist expansion
ism, which is the mobilizing force in Israeli 
society. When you take it away, Israel will 
open up to class struggle and the pressures 
of the non-European elements currently 
suffering discrimination. 

Also there are half a million Palestinians 
in Israel. They can be a major factor in a 
political struggle to en'd the theocratic, 
racist basis of the Zionist state. 

We do not really know what the future 
of Israel will be: If it comes w terms with 
the Palestinian reality, if we establish our 
own state, perhaps Israel' s meaning, its 
ideology, its dynamic as an expansionist 
settler state will have· qualitatively 
changed. □ 
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The rapid: pace \of events in the Middle East ·periodi
cally · requires us to put out a speciaL newsletter, to 
supplement the regulaJi issue of NEW OUTLOOK. 

July, 1981, has ooen a particulary viole.nt month .. The 
Israeli Government initiated a series· of "pre-emptive" raids 
against P.L.O. positions in Lebanon. The P.L.O. responded 
with Katyusha rocket bombing of·villages and settlements 
in northern Israel. As. the I .A.F. escalated the level •of the 
raids to include P.L.0. offices located. within· civilian 
concentrations in - Beirut, . hundreds- of civilians, men, 
women, and children were killed. In the course of the • 
P.LO. rocket raids on northern . Israel, .tens of Israeli 
civilian men, women, . and childred were killed, and 
wounded. . . • . 

After close to. two weeks ·ofviolence;.a cease-fire was ·. 
arranged, through the offices of American envoy Philip .. 
liabib; and the U.N. Thus, for the.first time, a major agree- . 
ment has been. worked out which· involves· both the Israeli" 
government and· the PLO .. There is. a feeling both, in Is
rael and abroad; that the · dramatic• and • tragic events of. 
the past _few weeks will have far-reaching implications for 
Middle East politics, and the future pace and nature of_ the 
peace·process. · • •. . . 
THE CHRONOLOGY - • •• • • • • 
. "It is. important to remember that in· :h~ _past few · 

months the terrorist organizations have not m1t1ated any 
bombi;gs of Israeli .villages, other than iii response .to acti-
vities that.were initiated by the 1.D.F .•.• " . - • 

(Yitzhak Rabin - "Yediot Ahronot" Ju_ly 19, 1981) 
In · order to. illustrate the above comment, . NEW 

·OUTLOOK has gone to the archives of the "Jerusalem· 
Post"· in order to· present the chronological' develop
ment of the events during the recent crisis in the n_orth. 

1.A.F. RAIDS TERRORIST POSITIONS 
(Hirsh Goodman - J.P.July 21; 1981) 

The past two 'days · of activity on · the northern 
border follows 5 · weeks · of quiet, and· it . is not . known 
what triggered Israel's Friday afternoon raid against 
terrorist positions. That raid was promptly followed by the. 
Katyusha attack on Kiryat Shmona. .. Military sources· in · 
Israel · reiterated that this was part of Israel's on.going pre-· 
emptive fight agairnt_ the terrorists, designed to keep them 
on the defensive and·. preclude. attacks against Israel before 
they could be carried .outc 

TERRORIST TAR GETS AGAIN BOMBED 
(J.P. Reporter· July 15, 1981) 

Israeli jets yesterday downed a Syrian plane that • 
was interfering with the bombing operation against two 
terrorist bases in Lebanon, an I.D.F. spokesman said .••. 
A least 5 persons were · reported krlled, and: 18 wounded, 
some seriously, in the 90 minute raid, concentrating near 
the· .coastal town of Damour, and around the southern 
marKet town of Nabatiyah, Reuter said. Phalangist radio. in 

• Beirut reported that 27 had died in ttie attack .. ... 

3 KILLED IN HEAVY ROCKET ATTACK 
J.P . Staff July 16, 1981) 

Palestinian terrorists in Lebanon yesterd11Y unleashed · 
their heaviest attack in years against the northern border 

town of Kiryat Shmona and Nahariya, killing 3 Israelis and 
wounding 25 ... The attacks began around 5:30 P.M. and 
continued intermittently for about an hour. U. N. observers 
indicated that the rockets came from Nabitya area, which 
was bombed on TuesdaYby Israeli jets ... 

HUNDREDS OF CASUALTIES IN BEIRUT RAID 
(J.P. Middle East Reporter and Wire Services, July 19, 1981) -

The· above headline was the secondary lead story on 
Sunday, July 19th, since · the raid took place on Friday, 
July 17th, and there was no newspaper on Saturday, July 
18th. The following story was. the lead story on the same 
day. • 

GALILEE. SHELLING CONTINUES AFTER RAID ON 
BEIRUT 

Jeffrey Heller, J.P. July 19, 1981) 
Sporadic terrorist shelling. from Lebanon · aimed at 

settlements along Israel's northern border · continued 
throughout the weekend and· into last night, following 
Israel's air· raids on terrorist" headquarters ii] Beirut on 
Frida,:. 

A RESPITE 
(Excerpts from the· "Jerusalem Post" Editorial, July 26, 

1981) 
The cease-fire that went into effect on Friday, arran

ged through the good offices of US. envoy Philip Habib, 
has come as a welcome relief to all ' parties ... The PLO has 
for the first time emerged as. a party to military-political 
agreement _ with Israel • however much Begin. has sou_ght • 
to· screen out the fact - and Arafat has· been able to proJect 
for world consumption an impression of political sensibi-
lity ... • ' • 

YITZHAK RABIN 
The following are excerpts from a front-page article 

. in •the . mass-circulation daily "Ye-diot Ahronot" (7 /19/81 l. 
written by former Prime Minister and Commander-In-Chief 

• M.K. Yitzhak Rabin . • 
" My pre·mise, in this instance is, than we_ cannot 

eliminate the strength of the terrorist organizations m -Leba
non· by. military. means, nor can we cause them to c~ 
their activities .. Even if.the Israeli air-force were to conti· 
nue its massive raids for a month, as it has been acting 
for the· past week, even then the terrorists would no~ cease 
their activities. There is no military solution to this pro
blem because their is no intention to try to conquer teba
on a~d hold on- to it for any length of time .... The problem 
is, how to prevent the terrorists from infiltrating and 
firing on Israeli territory ... .I believe ~at the_ contr1?u• 
tion of the current raids to the prevention of mfiltrat1on 
is not very great, I would. risk an estimate of 2 or 3 % 
effectiveness within the over-all effort to · prevent terro
rist activities... I doubt the effectiveness of striking at 
the infrastructure and the • headquarters of the· terrorists, 
as a method of preventing activity against lsrael ,perhaps 
the opposite is true... It is important to remember that 
in the past few months, the terrorist organizations ha~e not 
initiated any bombings of Israeli, villages, other than in res· 
ponse to activities that were initiated by the 1.D.F •••• 

The current Government policy • constant and unse
lective rai~ causes some damage to the terrorists, but it 
cannot stop

1 
the disruption of life in the Israeli villages in 



the north. It's .beer, a year since the Government began·. 
:l ,~~~ :~ :tiat~d raids in the north , and as far as I can tell, 
it hasn 't caused a weakening of the strength of the terro· 
rists. The contrary may be true. For the past year we have 

·witnessed· a great increase in the strength ·of the terrorists 
of Lebanon ... ! don.t want to say, that this great increase 
in their strength wouldn't have happened if it weren't for 
the current policy • but this policy certainly didn't prevent 
it. Who knows, . perhaps it encouraged it ? Perhaps the 
Israeli military pressure . created a pol_itical base that 
enabled Arab and other factors to help the terrorists in a 
massive way ? ... • • 

As a citizen of the State of Israel, I am not proud, 
and ( am not happy about the fact, that the-Israeli air-force 
was involved in any activity, in- which . so many civilians 
were killed and wounded ... 
• There is no military solution for the problem of the 

terrorist organizations, only a political one. Without a com
prehensive peace, we will have to spend much more time in 
a war against the terrorist · organizations. We will not 
destroy the PLO through bombing from the air; and no-one 

' should have.any illusions aboat this matter ... " 

SHLOMO GAZIT . 
. Prime Minister Begin is incapable of mentioning the 

P.L.O. without adding the adjectives "so--:alled '. ',. "terro· 
rist", and "murderoµs organizations. "_ · . • • . _. 

Gen. (Res.) Shlomo Gazit, the· former head .of mili
tary intelligence, who · is currently President of Ben-Gou
rion .- University in Be'ersheva, provided a different defini· 
tion in a interview in "Davar" (7 /24/81), which clearly 
distinguishes between terrorist, military, and _· politi-
cal activity. 
Quest : According to the reports, the terrorists · are buil
ding an infrastructure-and arming_ themselves. with heavy 
weapons . with tanks, cannon, and missiles .. • . 
Quest: According to the reports, the· terrorists are building 
an infrastructure and arming_ themselves with __ heavy.' 
weapo~s-· with ta.nks, can_non, and missiles. · _ • 

azit:. But these are not the terrorists. We try to put them 
all into one category. Every Palestinian. that we are fighting 
against is. labled by us a terrorist. Actually, w': ' sh_ould 
distinguis_h between 3 groups : The P.L.0., which 1s an . 
anti-Israeli political · org?.nization of the Palestinians; __ 
the terrorist organizations, whose purpose is : to carry out. 
sabotage and terrorlst activities.against lsraei · and- to,be an . 
agitative factor ; and- the Palestinian Liberation Army· 
(P.L.A.)·, which was founded some time ago, whose purpose 
is to -mobilize the masses-of Palestinian-.youth into· regular· 
army .units... · ·, • • • • • • • 
Quest: If we hadn't- attacked- the P.L.A. units, would we 
have calm o·n our borders today ?· 
Gazit: If · we hadn't attacked the units·,_ it is reasonable · 

• _. to· assume that the le~el of terrorist activity today would. 
ha-ve been the same· as ·in the ·past. . • • • •• 
Quest: Oid ·the targets that were attacked in Beirut belong · .. 
to the terrorists ? . . -
Gazit: Onl y some of them. Vje· also attacked· a political 
office of the P.L.O. in Beirut, and we label it the· terrorist 
headquarters. In ,my e·yes, a terrorist is only someone who 
belongs . to one· of the terrorist organizations, including 
the headquarters and : the· planning bodies· of the -- terroris t 
organizations, but not the political levei:_ . . . . 
Quest: Why not, after-all, it is the poht1cal- level wh\ch 1s 
directing them ? • ·_ 
Gazit : If yo u want to, you have the right to declare war on · 
the entire P.L.O., including• the po litical establishment, in 
all of its dimensions ... Does that mean that yo'u are fighting 
against everyone who has a membership card in the .P.L.? , •. 
young or old , politician or university lecturer. In the United 
States there are professors in universities, who are members 
of the P.L.0. council. Are you fighting against-them? 
Quest: How, in your opinion, should we act, in order t_o 
bring about an end to terrorist activity? 
Gazit: .... In the end, the path to a, solution, is the path that 
Israel ii; taking • the peace process and the search for a poli· 
tical answer. And we have'to remember that the Arabs are 
intertwined; It is. not possible to maintain a peace process 
with" Egypr: ·wr,mr:waging; at' th_e. same time, war against 

anoln_~r.:Ai~o:eI:_~~~;· ~'. ,\t~t,'.~'- ·.·: . 

EDITORIAL: 
\I/HERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 

Mr Begin has delivred a service of extrao;dinary • 
importance to the PLO. For years the Israeli peace forces
have been trying • without success • to convince the Israeli 
public that' the Palestinian problem is at the heart of the 
lsraeli:Arab • conflict, that peace cannot be · achieved 
without its solution and that no solution can be achieved. 
by-force. Mr. Begin has done it in one week. 

For years the PLO has been trying to prove that it 
represents- the whole Palestinian people, that neither a 
cease-fire nor a peace· settlement can be achieved by 
excluding it from negotiatioAs. They have achieved 
considerable recognition in the world, at the UN and in 
Europe; but. not much in the: US and nothing in lsrae!. 
Mr. Begin has changed this situation dramatically, in one· 
stroke. He did not do -it by talks and negotiations. He 
recognized the PLO as a partner to negotiations and 
elevated . it to unprecedented prestige . and legitimacy by 
indescriminate bombing of population centers in Beirut, 
which shocked the whole world and _provoked a revulsion 
of lsrael-'s closest friends.and allies. 

,Mr. Begin declared a total war against the Palesti
nian National Movement, initiated a system of unprece
dented oppression. of 'the · Palestinians in the occupied
territories -struggling for their ·national rights and started 
a. strategy . of pre-emptive· attacks to -liquidate the PLO 
military infrastrucwre· in Lebanon . . The resu lts were the 
opposite military infrastructure in Lebanon, . The. results • 
were · the opposite of his expectations . . The· PLO 
withstood the attacks in· spite of the heavy· casualties 
arid terrible . . suffering' of the innocent population 
and managed even to cause with its retaliation of Katyushas 
on civilian settlements. not sci many casualties but serious 

· moral, psychological, and economic. difficulties to Israel. 
• and a dangerous strain in its relations with the US. 

As a result it was Mr. Begin himself, for whom the · 
_PLO .is . only -a- "gang of murderers", _who was fo rced _to 
accept indirect negotiations · with the PLO and accept. a 
cease-fire agreement signed by- Mr, Arafat. • 

•. • Mr. Begin has · caused enormous damage to Israel's 
• position in the world. With his· speeches, acts and decla· 
rations, . he . strengthens the· credibility of Arab propagan
da that Zionism is. full of. racism and that Israel is a state 
executing apartheid and brutal oppression of 1.5 million 
Palestinians and pursuing. a. policy of military oporession 
against the Arab world. • 

Not long ago, Mr_. . Begin condemned . Syrian artille
ry ·shelling· of the town: of Zahle, where the Phalangists 

•• installed themselves, as a "genocide" of the Christian 
population and called upon ·· the democracies, the Church 
and the "Free World" to stand up against the continua• 
tion· of Hitler's. holocaust policies. This did not prevent • 
him from bombarding civilian centers in Beirut on the • 
grounds that it contains PLO "headquarters" (which 
are· in- fact offices of a political movement, no.t military 
bases). . 

·: Ttie cease-fire is signed. Wher~ do we go from here ? 
Back to violence and military clashes with terrible suffe
ring. of civilians on both sides and an escalation to a major 
war _? Or • forward to negotiations on a peace settiement ? 

- ThiS· requires a drami.tk ch2.r.ge ',)f J.ttit;..dcs on bo1.i"i-sides. 
Many Israelis begin to understand that a Palestinian Stat~· 
alongside .. and in peace . wi th- Israel could be a . solution, 
Their numbers would. increase ·and their influence become 
more effective if the .Palestinians -too reach the conclus ion 
that only by negotiations, the recognition of 1·srael's exis
tence and sovereignity, can they achieve their own self • 
determination. Statements like that of Mr Farouk ~adoumi 
to "Der .. Spiegel" that even an independent Palestinian state · 
will not recognize and sign a peace treaty with Israel • 

• are not likely to bring change in Israel's policies. The PLO 
has gained pres,ige by signing a cease-fire a'greement. It 
can achieve more if it endo_rses-an explicit peace program. _ 

S.F. 

Mr. Simha Flapan wishes l1l inform his friends that . 
his house address is now 18 Sergson St., Ramat Aviv, Tel 
Aviv 69106 (tel. 411 836). ,·.,·:~ 
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Ara:;:"at 

Pres ident Assad i s attempting to .J,Jeaken PLO leader Arafat ' s 
contr ol over the Pale s t inian movement and align him mor e closely 
wi t h Syria. ~ 

Assad is upset with Arafat for not consulting 
Damascus in advance on k e y matters such as accepting the 
cease-fire in Lebanon in July and his discussions with 
French Foreign Minister Cheysson in Beirut last month. 
Even before the Cheysson visit, Assad showed his dis
pleasure by ordering Arafat to close several Fatah offices 
in Syria. Now, ■■■■■-■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■lAssad 
has threatened to stop indefinitely all arms shipments 
through Syria for the PLO in Lebanon--a move that would 
deny the Palestinians their principal conduit for mili
tary supplies. --te Nlfi' MC OC7 

Damascus is also tightening its control over the 
pro-S yrian Saiqa Palestinian organization and encouraging 
th e smaller groups within the PLO to oppose Arafat's free-
1,,;heeling behavior. W■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■-the 
Syrians are encouraging Fatah dissident Abu Nidal to 
stage terrorist operations to discredit Arafat and under
~1ine his policy of limiting such o perations to Israe l and 
th e Israe li-occupied territori e s. ~ 

The Syrians fear that Arafat, left unchecked, might 
find a way to open a dialogue with the US and with moder
Jte Arabs on the Palestinian question, without reference 
to Syria. They are determined to bring the PLO under 
Syrian control, because they view their leve rage over 
the Palestinians as the principal bargaining chip in any 
future negotiations for the return of the Golan Heights. ~ 

Arafat has sought to preserve his room for maneuver 
~v moving some military assets in Lebanon to areas out
:: 1d e Syrian control and by stressing the PLO's intention 
~ ~ continue importing arms through Lebanese ports. 

• Arafat hopes to counter 
~; ~• r- i .:1n political pressure by drawing closer to 

Arafat's Fatah group, moreov~r, has contacts 
• •• : :..)1 Syrian dissidents and, if relations deteriorate 
: ._:, t her, could aid the anti-Assad Syrians. ( 5 NF NC OC) 
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people they used to look down on. 
Those that can't modernize surely will die unless a 

president, Reagan or Carter, is so misguided as to save 
them . Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel is one such com
pany. It's paid one dividend in five years; the recession 
has devastated it and the estimated age of its equip
ment must be near double the industry average . 

Kaiser Steel is another company that looks better 
detc.f than alive from an investor's point of view. It's 
b~ selling off its very valuable holdings in gas, oil, 
c~ and iron ore so that it has a lot of cash and a creaky 
Ca1ifornia steel plant that can't compete . Recently 
Kaiser was awarded a chunk of the new Alaska gas 
pipeline business, but one suspects that was govern
ment-arranged charity. Such things can't go on forever. 
We hope . 

Right now, for those who hunger after a steel 
investment, the Fool suggests a Canadian company, 
Stelco. They are going to get a nice chunk of that 
Alaska pipeline business, since a considerable part of 
the route goes through Canada. They've recently 
completed the first all-new steel plant to be built in 
North America in almost a generation, so they have 
the efficiency to generate profits, profits, profits . 

An American firm your Fool recommends is Nucor, 
a thoroughly modernized steel-maker. Liberals will be 
delighted to know it has a non-union work force, so 
nobody's going to get uppity, and a management with 
a reputation for energy and imagination . Nucor not 
only makes steel, it also specializes in manufacturing 
steel joists, decking for factory floors and roofs . If all 
this tax incentive stuff does result in a big splurge of 
factory building our guys from Nucor should get their 
share of the business. 

With both Steko and Nucor you 're not bu yin g for 
the dividends-which ain't much-but with the hope 
that the price of the stock will zoom skyward and you1 1 
get rich , rich, rich . But don't expect that to happen 
immediately. 

Another stock that doesn't pay much in the wav of 
dividends is Sony. You might want to buy in her~ on 
the if-you-can't-lick-'em-joi.n-'em principle . Sony has 
developed such customer loyalty in the US that it 's 
doubtful consumers will let protectionists keep their 
merchandise out of the country . Beyond that , Sony 's 
hottest new seller, the Betamax video tape recorder , 
can't be kept out of the country because no American 
company has an American machine to market. VTR 's 
with American labels are actually either Sonys or are 
made by Sony's chief rival, Matshushita . Moreover, 
there's every reason to think these recorders are going 
to be the next big home appliance buy. Drop us a line if 
you get rich . 

One more treasonous pick-Bic. Yes, the people 
who make the ballpoint pens and the disposable 
cigarette lighters and razors. Bic is almost 60 percent 
French owned and very definitely French operated . Its 
people are very tough businessmen who make money 
by making these products cheaper than anybody else 
can. They are also first-rate merchandisers, as their 
principal competitors, the Gillette company, might tell 
you in a moment of exhausted candor. 

Or you can buy American. But only the noble put 
patriotism over profit. 

Nicholas von Hoff man 

Nichola s van Hoffman is a syndicated columnist. 

How the PLO became a moderate, peace-loving nation. 

'Titne' Against Israel 

For the last seven years, and with accel
erating tempo after 1977, Timt has 
engaged in vigorous adversary journal
ism against Israel. In doing so Timr has 
·practiced subversion-li~erally, "the 

Rat/ ]ran Isaac is the author of lsnul 
Divided 0ohns Hopkins) and Parlfrs and 
Politics of Israel (Longmans). 
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by Rael Jean Isaac 

turning of a thing upside down or 
uprooting it from its position." Timr is 
not simply inaccurate : it stands facts, 
words, and moral principles on their 
heads to achieve its portrait of the 
Arab-Israel conflict. 

Time's coverage of Israel up until 1970 
was reasonably balanced. After Nasser's 
death, Timt began to shift blame for the 

stalemate in the Middle East. The 1973 
war brought a substantial tilt against 
Israel, leavened for a while with a cer
tain disarming frankness . Thus on 
March 10, 1975, Time reported that 
Israel's enemies, in taxing the econo
mies of Israel's friends, were taxing their 
loyalties, and noted "Western Europe 
appears willing to bargain away Israel 's 
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security for access to oil." Only gradu
ally did Time internalize constraints into 
_principles. The process was complete by 
f980 . On April 14 Time raised the possi
bility that the growing number of sup
porters for the Palestinian ca use was, in 
Israeli ambassador Yehuda Blum's 
words, "a sorry parade C::f li\ations sup
plicating the Arab oil gods"-only to 
disiniss this view in -the same article as 

. "~ngerous misapprehension of the 
Be~ government." By 1980 it is hard 
to talk of a dual standard in Time : it now 
has no standards whatsoever in its cov
erage of the Arab-Israel conflict. 

Since 1977, except for a two-week 
honeymoon in which Begin basked in 
Sadat's reflected glory after the signing 
of the peace treaty, Israel has been able 
to do no right . Time reacted to the Israeli 
elections of May 1977 with a stream of 
calumny. The new prime minister, 
Menachem Begin, who had led a parlia
mentary opposition party for 29 years, 
was repeatedly described as a "terror
ist ." In its first major story following 
the election, Time introduced Begin to 
its readers with the words "rhymes 
with Fagin." (Why not "Reagan" rather 
than the anti-Semitic Dickens carica
ture?) Apparently sending its fact
checkers home so they could not inter
fere with the rush of editorial in
spiration, Time went on to report falsely 
that Begin's men "tortured two British 
soldiers to death," "massacred," "muti
lated," and "raped" innocent villagers, 
and that Begin himself, after the sink
ing of the lrgun Ship, the Altalrna, 
vowed to "see to it that the state of 
Israel sinks with us." 

On the first anniversary of Begin's 
election, Time's former Jerusalem bureau 
chief Donald Neff offered a lengthy 
evaluation of Israel's prime minister . 
Neff announced that "all the worst 
fears, and more, of his critics" had come 
to pass and that Begin, "more than any 
other man, has set back the chances for 
peace in the Middle East ." Neff went on 
to accuse Begin of being inflexible, myo
pic, hard-lining, deceptive, tiresomely 
preachy, self-righteously arrogant, and 
"totally insensitive to any problems 
beyond those of Jewish Israel." Neff 
sums up with the title of the Time essay, 

Coming: 

Washington's Toy Agency. 
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which he attributes to an unnamed 
diplomat-Begin is "Beyond the Pale ." 

In the slow negotiations following 
Sadat's visit to Jerusalem, Begin was 
repeatedly singled out for blame . On 
March 6, 1978, Time announced that 
"dispassionate observers" put the blame 
on Israel; on March 20 that Begin 
showed "scant willingness to make the 
kind of concessions that a peace agree
ment will require"; on September 11 
that "Begin does seem to bear by far the 
greatest responsibility for the current 
impasse"; on September 18 that "most 
U.S. officials and experts agree that 
Begin has been considerably less willing 
to compromise than Sadat"; and on 
December 25 that "on balance Israel has 
been the less compromising and more 
frustrating negotiating partner." Time , 
unlike other Begin detractors, managed 
to transform its contempt for Begin 
into a contempt for Israel itself. 

Time judged Sadat in terms of a dif
ferent set of assumptions and expecta
tions. On January 20, 1978, Time re
ported flatly that Sadat could not be 
expected to make any concessions: after 
coming to Jerusalem "he could not give 
up any more on Sinai, the Palestinian 
issue or Jerusalem." Sadat's periodic 
suspensions of the talks did nothing to 
cloud his image for Time; after one such 
suspension, the magazine editorialized 
that Sadat had "an almost mystical 
commitment to the peace process" 
(March 27, 1978). Time's editors were so 
carried away by their view of Sadat as 
visionary peacemaker that they inter
preted his assault on Israel on Yorn 
Kippur of 1973 as an expression of his 
yearning for peace. 

Ironically Sadat started his peace cam
paign by going to war. The road to peace 
in the autumn of 1973 seemed totally 
blocked ... . To coax some movement 
toward peace, Sadat made one of his 
swift, dramatic _ decisions . He chose to 
attack Israel. 

Even more extraordinary, after the 
Camp David agreement was signed, 
Time concluded that "it was Begin who 
conceded the least" (October 2, 1978). 
Since Begin had given up the Sinai oil 
fields, air bases, and settlements, and 
agreed to a companion "framework" for 
the West Bank and Gaza, while Sadat 
had compromised on none of his de
mands (some were temporarily not 
pressed, such as Jerusalem, on which 
separate '1etters of intent" were filed by 
the parties to the negotiations), Timr's 
judgment clearly reflected its skewed 
vision. 

What is Time's problem ? In part, 1! 1s 
that Time does not take Arab state 
ments "for internal consumption" as 
seriously as it takes those madf' to 
Western media and state sme n Th a t 
the Arabs want to drivf' Israel into th e 
sea is old hat . That the PLO, f'ven th e 
fire-eating George Habash , is prepared 
to accept :Israel is "news." But most 
importantiy, Time gives weight and cred
ibility to sources who tell the maga
zine's editors what they want to hear. 

Malcolm Toon, formerly US ambas
sador to Israel and more recently to the 
Soviet Union , has pointed out that in 
closed societies (he was speaking of the 
Soviet Union , but the point applies 
equally well to the dictatorships of the 
Middle East) the way to understand thf' 
country's strategy is to read 

statements in their own language and t0 
their own people-rather than listening 
to gossip in the corridors of the United 
Nations or, worse , to misleading and 
ambivalent observations by . . envoy, 
sensitive and responding to the naivet e 
and wishful thinking of their American 
interlocutors . . 

But it is precisely these envoys wh o 
too frequently constitute Time's source 
of information . Time habitually quotes 
Faruq Kaddoumi , for example, the 
PLO's envoy to the United Nations and 
Western capitals, whose job it is to 
present the PLO in an attractive light to 
foreigners . On October 3, 1977, Time 
asserted that_:'there was no progress on 
the basic issues of Israel's refusal to 
withdraw to its 1967 borders or to 
accept an independent Palestinian state 
on the West Bank ." If, in the weeks 
between August 29 and October 3, Time 
had reported the public statements of 
Arab leaders, it would have been diffi
cult to avoid recognition that the basic 
question was not Israeli withdrawal but 
Arab refusal to accept the existence of 
the state (see sidebar). 

Moreover, without the glowing re
ports of previous weeks on the modera
tion of Arafat and Habash, Time would 
have found it difficult to treat Israel as a 
legitimate subject for American pres
sure. As it is, on October 3 Time in
cluded a feature "How to Lean on 
Israel"-remove the exemption of th e 
United Jewish Appeal, cut back on mil 
itary assistance, deny loans on favor 
able terms, refuse to deliver a promised 
nuclear power plant, end joint ven
tures, reduce support in international 
forums, abstain on anti-Israel votes in 
the UN, further publicize US disagree
ments with Israel, and publicly inquire 
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·nme: ·A~$"Wttik~, Me-na-
diem Begin' wi9 digging in deq,ef' on~ 
West B .. u'tl. issue, off iJl .8rirut Im P.ab-
mmn foes wt wed: took • big if unher
alded step towanf~_.1]',W h.u lurned 
th.at .ifter extensi~ ~ .. . the 
~affed P&Jestinlu --~nists' ha~ 
decided to end theii Je~~t st~nd i!pinst 

_puce on uy ler~ -~tli ~ul and .iigi-tt 
' with thel.ar&eri'~~fii.\io-C>rpn-
iution on fhr ioJ"c,f~uttni -~-inde
.pendent ,tate oa the_ Wm ~ and in 
Gau . .. . ~de.ti~~-~ - .. . [TU,e 
continuina ~-~ ~tionists, 
bOnbly the?~ ~~~!1w Uben
tion of P.alestinc, ~ -ly ~ 
George Habash. had muddled thr Pales
tinian position .... {01=.of the rejection
ist. exp!.ained 'We Fttl this is the time for 

about the treatment of what Timt calls 
"political prisoners." (Timt repeatedly 
talks of thousands of Hpolitical prison
ers," the term suggesting that these are 
individuals imprisoned for their opin
ions. These are individuals sentenced 
for crimes, including formation of PLO 
cells and attacks on Israeli civilians. The 
term #political prisoner" is no more 
appropriate in this case than it is to the 
convicted criminals in the United States 
dubbed''political prisoners" by Andrew 
Young.) 

In seizing almost exclusively upon 
Arab "private" statements, Timtin these 
five weeks was not simply providing 
partial information, but "disinforma
tion," information deliberately provided 
to mislead Western media about Arab, 
and especially PLO, intentions. Nothing 
that Timt claimed had happened or was 

Oclobtr 18, 1980 

FBIS, Sq,tember 26, Algien;: Abu Hasan, 
PLO representatiw in Algeriol. med .al,c,ut 
the PLO attituck to 242 said: •~ PLO 
says no. Ju~ is an alien body in the Arab 
sea. Thu body is bound to di~pear given 
lhe ttfectiY.e_~ -~ ':'nited Arab 
front.' : -~---- '-~- . ~- '· ·< • 

·- ~:, ~;~~-

Time, Sepleml,,:'i9:i~iif~' rare show of 
unanimity 21 Foc-qp, ~ oi the 
Arab lugue ..dopte,l~.---Caro what one . 
Wes tun diplomat called 'the wt hUITah of 
the modeutes.'He me,mt an 8 point work• 
ing paper .... Significantly the document 
distinguishes between territory occupied 

. ~rtN 1967w.s-AOdlsr.id'1 1918bound
~.:._a t~dt ~~s;ion ~t ~~ ha1 a 
right to exist as .i state. 

FBIS, September 7, Riy.adh: Arab Foreign 
Minimn approved an 8 point working 

about to happen actually transpired 
then or later . The October 10 edition of 
Timt did not admit that it had been mis
informing its readers for weeks; instead 
it announced that ii PLO resolution, 
reaffirming an earlier 1974 resolution, 
was "more moderate in tone" because 
in calling for a state to be created on any 
soil given up by Israel, it dropped the 
1974 clause that designated such a state 
a base for further struggle against Israel. 
This was wrong: the PLO had explicitly 
renewed the 1974 resolution in its 
entirety. But what is more interesting is 
that Timt finally allowed its readers to 
know that a state in the West Bank and 
Gaza had been specifically designated 
by the PLO as a base against Israel only 
when it erroneously reported that the 
clause had been dropped . Up to this 
point Tirru had repeatedly described the 

paper prepued by the Arab League Politi
cal Committee . ... It cal~d on .ill states to 
give no aid to Israel and to halt immigra
tion to 'the occupied Palestine and Arab 
territories '!This caU to countries to forbid 
emigration of thrir citizens to Israel ob
viously does not distinguish between 
Israel's boundaries befon and after the 
1967 war.-R.J.JA !' 

FBIS, Septembe;~, lJyadh: Saudi Arabia's 
Information MinisterMulummad Yamani 
reaffirmed Saudi Arabi.1's position on the 
Palestinian question referring to foreign 
press campaigns casting doubt on the 
kingdom's position . Crown Princi Fahd 
had underscored to President Carter the 
kingdom'11 11u.pport for 'the full rights ,md 
denunds of the Palestinian11 written with 
their own hands.' [This is a reference to 
the Palestinwt Coven&nt, 13 oi whose 
a2 •rtide• call for the destruction of 
brael.-R.J.1.] 

Time, 0ct00ff J: One bar to P.L.O. partici
pation lat Geneva) iii Washington's insist
ence that the organization endorse United 
'Nations.1'Notution U2, which calls for 
's«ure bor<kr~for all nations in the area
an implicit recocnition of Israel's right to 
n:ist. The P.L.O. has ~sed to accept the 
resolution since it refers to the Palestini
;ms as refugees rather than as a nation 
with rights. 

rms, September 12, AJ&ien: Interview 
with George Habash. 'Our rejection [of 
242) ~ not stem from the consideration 
that 242 only-ta~ of refugees but that it 
talks of rec9&J:ition of Israel and secure 
borders.' • -

IBIS, September U, Cmo: Zuhair Moh.sen 
{head of milit.iry operations fOf" the PLO] 
again rejected 242 because according to 
him 'it recognizes Israel's right to exist. ' 

R.J.I. 

readiness to establish a state in land 
relinquished by Israel as proof of PLO 
"moderation." 

Timt eventually grew tired of falsely 
predicting that the PLO "will drop the 
most offensive passages from its Cov
enant" immediately prior to PLO or 
Palestine National Council meetings. 
There is no reference in Time to the 
meeting on May 31, 1980, of Al Fatah, 
repeatedly described by Timt as the 
most "moderate" of the PL O 's constitu
ent organizations, at which it rededi
cated itself to the liquidation of the 
Zionist entity, "politically, economical
ly, militarily, culturally and ideologi
cally ." Nor does Timt ever e xplain why 
the PLO is so reluctant to change the 
Covenant, despite repeated predictions 
that it will be altered . Nor will readers 
learn from Timt that on February 21, 
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1980, Nabil Ramlawi , the PLO's Lon- wrote tha t although the rhetoric from 
don representative, stated that the Cov- Damascus was "pure vitriol ," Assad 
enant "is no less vital to the PLO than is "basically is as committed to peace talks 
the Proclamation of Independence and ' , as Sadat." Although by mid-1978 Hus
the Law of Return to the Zionists," nor sein had made clear his unwillingness to 
that on March 4, 1980, the PLO's Abu negotiate with Israel, Time's conclusion 
Ayyad asserted "it is impossible to alter on May 29, 1978, was that Hussein felt 
the Covenant"; nor that on March 26, Carter was incapable 'r;)f obtaining the 

' 19~0, PLO spokesman Abu Sh~rar concessions needed "to permit a peace 
at9erted that the Palestinian Covenant settlement." - -<> • 

"~nes the PLO's struggle." In other Time never explores what it is that 
~s the destruction of Israel is the Arab leaders mean when they say they 

.-ctlftral demand Palestinian Arabs make seek "peace." But Iraqi president Ahmad 
- on themselves, other Arabs, and the al Bakr had already performed this ser

world . The obligation to '1iquidate the vice quite succinctly . "We hope the 
Zionist entity" is as "sacred" to the PLO forces of peace will strengthen their 
as national independence is to Israel. struggle of solidarity with the Arab lib-

Time replaced its predictions about eration movement," said al Bakr, "and 
changes in . the PLO covenant with will work toward the liquidation of the 
reports that the PLO has "de facto" rec- imperialist Zionist aggression." Syria's 
ognized, is recognizing, or will recog- Assad also defined peace in an inter
nize Israel. As recently as October 6, view with an Arabic paper: "The Octo-
1980, under a headline" Arafat's Nudge: ber War expressed our will to regain 
Inching Towards Recognition?" Time re- occupied Arab land and the Palestinian 
ported that Arafat , at a communist- Arab people's usurped rights. Anyone 
sponsored peace conference in Bulga- who fights for the homeland is a fighter 
ria, spoke to four Israelis. Time finds this for peace." When in September 1977, 
a highly significant event and asserts 21 Arab foreign ministers called for 
that the "decision of the PLO leader to peace based on the right of return , of 
make so conciliatory a gesture" lends self-determination, and of an inde 
credence "even to some Israelis" to a pendent state, Time described it as "the 
remark made by Morocco's King Has- last hurrah of the moderates ." But the 
san the previous week that the PLO foreign ministers were merely reiterat
was ready to accept Israel. While Time ing the PLO formula which _had been 
points out that the Israelis were mem- devised in 1964, three years before 
hers of the Communist party, it fails to Israel captured the Wesf l3ank and 
mention that the Israeli Communist Gaza. Time's "last hurrah of t_}_,e moder
party is the channel through which ates" was well understood in the Arab 
Israeli Arab Nationalists express their world as a call for peace to follow the 
rejection of the Jewish state. No wonder destruction of Israel. The PLO also clar
Arafat said he was happy to meet "the ified its understanding of peace. The 
peace forces of Israel." Palestine National Council has asserted 

But Time is not content with subvert- that it refuses to accept UN Resolution 
ing the facts . Time's use of words like 242 because it recognizes "a partial 
"peace,""moderation," and "democracy" peace" instead of "a permanent peace ." 
verges on Orwellian doublethink. Prior A partial peace, as the PLO defines it, 
to President Sadat's 1977 visit to Israel, exists while Palestinian rights have not 
a time when there was no indication been realized in full. Permanent peace is 
that any Arab state was willing to make the liquidation of Israel. 
peace with Israel, Time informed its 
readers week after week that the Arabs 
sought "peace." On May .9, 1977, Time 
reported that Jordan's King Hussein 
was "pessimistic about Israel's willing
ness=-to make peace"; on May 23 that 
Assad of Syria said a Palestinian state 
was necessary for "peace"; and on July 
25 that Arab nations "sincerely believe 
that the only road to peace leads-through 
the White House." After Sadat's visit, 
when the Arab states mounted a virtu
ally solid rejectionist front, Ti~ con
tinued to assert that "peace" was their 
target . On December 5, 1977, Time 
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DEMOCRACY IS another term 
which Time applies in extraordi

nary fashion to the Arab world. Time 
entitles its October 24, 1977, article on 
the PLO, "Democracy Gone Wild ." 
Time's headline certainly suggests that 
something is amiss, but the average 
Time reader is not likely to feel that too 
much democracy warrants excessive 
censure. According to Time, Arafat was 
only the first among three million Pales
tinian equals and maintained his leader
ship by "force of personality." Time did 
take note of conflicts among rival group-

ings and asserted tha t in moment s of 
"extreme crisis for the PL O debate is 
suspended and democra cy begins (or 
ends) at the barrel of a gun ." But surelv 
the point of democrac y is that eve n i~ 
moments of crisis , decisi ons are mad e 
by votes, not guns . 

Time's depiction of the PLO as a 
democracy cannot be discounted as a 
one-time aberration . On May 14, 1980, 
Time called the 1"00-member Palestine 
National Council "probably the most 
democratic institution in the Arab 
world ." But there are no elections in 
Palestinian camps; ironically , the most 
democratic institutions in the Arab 
world are the elected city councils on 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank, made 
up primarily of Palestinian hard-liners . 
The only Arab press operating in condi
tions of relative freedom is also in the 
West Bank or in Israel proper . (Scarcely 
less remarkable is Time's use of the term 
"desert democracy" for Saudi Arabia 
(May 22, 1978). Though Time admits 
that Saudi Arabia has no parliament, no 
parties, not a single elected official , and 
that absolute power resides in the hand s 
of the royal family, Saudi Arabia is 
"democratic" because even humble sub
jects have access to the ruler , to whom 
they can present complaints .) 

Time takes up another treasured term 
of Western democracy, "self-determina-
tion," only to subvert its meaning . Ac
cording to TirtJ.I, the chief obstacle to a 
comprehen-sive peace is Israel 's reluc
tance to grant the Palestinians what 
Time calls "true self-determination ." But 
to Americans self-determination sub
sumes freedom of speech , a free pres s, 
and a multi-party system which gives 
the people the ability to change the men 
responsible for creating public policy . 
As political scientist Paul Eidelberg has 
observed, the "self-determination" exer
cised in Arab countries is that of ruling 
cliques - not at all what Americans have 
in mind by the term. Were the Pales 
tinian Arabs to exercise self-determina
tion, not only would their form of 
government deny the freedoms that 
give self-determination meaning, but 
that government would be committed 
to the destruction of Israel - the only 
country in the Middle East where tr,0se 
freedoms are enjoyed . (If Time means 
"national self-determination," Flemings 
and Walloons in Belgium, Welsh and 
Scots in England, Basques in Spain , 
Bretons and Corsicans in France, Kurds 
in Iraq, and Pushtus in Pakistan all 
would qualify better for sovereignty 
than the Arabs of Palestine .) 
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Even the simple word "moderate" is 
shorn of traditional meaning. As early 
as January 27, 1975, Time reported lhat 
the moderates "dominate the PLO."For 
several years thereafter Timt variously 
described Arafat as "relatively moder
ate," "somewhat moderate," and just 
plain "moderate." When, following 
Sadat;.trip to Jerusalem, the PLO mur
dered-,,;_ Egyptian representative, Timt 
had d~ts. The solution : on March 27, 
1978, -"Fhne reported that Arafat and the 
PLO have returned to a "policy of mil
itancy" after "3½ years of relative mod
eration." Arafat was a "moderate" suf
fering from radical pressures . Arafat 
was restored to full-fledged moderation 
on May 15, lost the title temporarily 
after the Camp David agreements (on 
September 18, 1978, the PLO is actually 
described as "radical"), and regained it 
on January 29, 1979, when he was de
scribed as "relatively moderate ." 

SINCE ARAFAT is the leader of the 
world 's major terrorist organiza

tion, it is reasonable to ask by what 
criteria Time judges him to be moderate. 
The answer, presumably, is "in relation 
to George Habash ." By this token Stalin 
and Hitler could be called moderates, 
for both were pikers in mass murder 
compared to Mao Zedong who, accord
ing to the Guinness Book of World R.tcords, 
may have been responsible for the 
death of twice as many people as these 
two European dictators combined. In 
any case there is no evidence that 
Habash is responsible for more murders 
than Arafat or would, if he could, inflict 
a harsher fate on the"Jews of Israel. The 
differences between the two men seem 
to be simply on the level of short-range 
tactics. 

Time similarly divides the Arab states 
into moderates and radicals without 
discernible reason for doing so. Since 
moderates and radicals do not differ in 
their attitude to Israel, one might sup
pose that Time was dividing these coun
tries on the basis of their attitude to the 
United States-except that Syria, a 
Soviet client, is a perennial Timt "mod
erate.:-When, following Sadat's trip to 
Jerusalem, Time's moderates joined the 
rejectionists, Timt solved the dilemma 
by simply continuing to call some of the 
rejectionists moderate. Thus on July 24, 
1978, Time talks of Egypt's "moderate 
Arab allies" when they were nowhere 
in sight. Time supplies a running series 
of apologies for the moderates: the 
Saudis "could not" publicly support 
Sadat because of their concern that this 

October 18, 1980 

would help the Soviet Union (December 
12, 1977), Hussein wants to remain "an 
uncommitted moderating force" ~(De
cember 26, 1977), Camp David "caught 
the moderate Arabs by surprise" (Oc
tober 2, 1978). Why joining the rejec
tionists to attack Israel, Egypt, and the 
United States would hurt the Soviet 
U'nion or contribute to the cause of 
moderation, Timt does not explain. 
Saudi Arabia's call for a jihad against 
Israel in August 1980 did not impair its 
moderate credentials for Time. 

Although there is no state about 
which J;ime writes more respectfully, it 
is hard to see why Saudi Arabia should 
ever have been given the title of "mod
erate" in rela fion to the Arab-Israel 
conflict. Second to none in anti-Israel 
sentiment, chief bankroller of the PLO, 
it is of all Arab states the most viciously 
anti-Semitic. Before reaching its pres
ent state of obsequiousness, even Timr 
noted (April 7, 1975) that King Faisal 
handed out the notorious Protocols of 
the Elders of Zion to visitors and that 
Saudi Arabia routinely refuses Jews 
entry to the country. 

Time's use of "moderate" is even 
more bizarre when contrasted with its 
use of "intransigent." Time applies that 
word very sparingly to the Arab world: 
after 1977 it is used only to describe 
George Habash and the Iraqi leader
ship. But Israel is called "intransigent" 
so frequently that the word takes on 
the character of a Homeric epithet. 
When Time wanted to castigate South 
Africa's then prime minister Vorster, 
the Israeli prime minister was the only 
figure of sufficient turpitude to offer a 
worthy parallel: Vorster was "as intran
sigent as Golda Meir" (June 27, 1977). 

Semantic subversion of a more subtle 
sort is apparent in Time's treatment of 
"terrorism." As early as March 17, 
1975, in an article describing a PLO 
attack on the Savoy Hotel in Tel Aviv, 
Time variously ca.lls those who staged 
the assault "commandoes," "frdayun," 
and "guerrillas" -:--and uses the word 
"terrorists" only when quoting an Israeli 
statement. (In the same issue there is an 
article on the Baader-Meinhof: here 
Time has no hesitation in speaking of a 
"terrorist gang" engaged in "terrorist 
acts .") Sometimes Time does not even 
seem too sure if attacks on Israeli civil
ians should be termed terror at all. In an 
October 31, 1977, article on the prob
lem of world terror Timr declares that 
the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine is the most likely of the six 
major groups in the PLO "to spearhead 

a resurgence of terror ." Since terroris t 
operations against Israel by all these 
groups had continued unabated, this 
suggested that assaults on Israel did not 
count. 

A NOTHER,WA Y Timr removes the 
PLO's sting i's by describing it as a 

social welfar:eot)raanization . On July 18, 
1977, Timr reports on the PLO's fac
tories that provide jobs for disabled 
fedayun and Palestinian women in "han
dicrafts, ready-to-wear clothing, furni
ture building and film making." On April 
14, 1980, Time reports that the PLO 
"runs hospitals and clinics, dispenses 
social security benefits, sponsors trade 
unions and even associations for writ
ers, poets and painters." Timt lets us 
know (nice touch) that the PLO makes 
toys. 

More important, by using "Palestin
ians" and "PLO" as interchangeably as 
"United States" and "Uncle Sam," Time 
gives the reader the impression that all 
Palestinians are PLO terrorists-or that 
the PLO is a nation seeking "self
determination." In the 1977 article on 
world terror, Time includes " the Pales
tinians" as one of five major terror 
organizations outside West Germany. 
Terrorism by the Palestinians can be 
expected_ to continue, says Time, if they 
"are not- suitably represented at a Ge
neva- peace conference." But for the 
most~ crrt Time's acciint is on showing 
that th; -PLO are the Palestinians . Can 
four million people be terrorists? (Time 
rapidly escalates its estimate of the 
number of Palestinians: on October 24, 
1977, there are three million Palestini
ans; on December 5, 1977, less than two 
months later, there are 3.4 million; 
three months after that , on March 27, 
1978, there are 3.8 million, and on April 
14, 1980, there are "nearly four mil
lion.") If, as Time repeatedly tells its 
readers, the Palestinians are a people 
seeking self-determination, and the PLO 
are the Palestinians, it follows that the 
PLO is a nation, not a terrorist organi
zation. 

The cumulative effect of Time's mis
use of words is perhaps more serious 
than its inversion of facts. While the 
reader of Timt may not learn the true 
facts elsewhere, he certainly could ab
sorb the information if presented with 
it. But when new meaning is given to 
words, the impact is below the level of 
consciousness. What Time has done to 
the reader's vision of the world through 
the corrupt use of language is probably 
irremediable. 
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•. ! --~ A: So far, every indication we have is that there won't be. '· - .c: _A: Because if what I propose doing is rejected, then I have no . • 
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-·· ·president (Hosni) Mubarak assured us he intends · to continue • ' can · we believe what he says if he can't deliver?' This will be 

and follow through with the plans laid out by President Sadat. ., _ , .- _ their attitude, and other· friendly leaders among. our allies have 
Q: What about America's policy? .. •· " .. • _ · -· {c. :1+1\\,'.-::saidthat it's essentialto avoid that. , .. . ' - \ -
A: Some people say we don't _have a policy in the Mideast" ln -• '·· __ • -· Q: What specific assurances are. there that the planes won't 
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_ A: Moderate Arab states like· Egypt want peace, and• ~srael ·_ proven by their help in bringing aoout the cease-fire in Lebanon: . 
wants. peace- T_ogether ,. they. can be a ,force t_o, keep the bigg~st We intend to continue working with them toward involvement of • 
tr?ubl:,m~ker· 10 ; ;he_ worl~; • th~-Sqviet {Iruo1_1, frO!Jl making · themselves and the other moderate Arab states. . L . 
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Q: As for the autonomy talks, what will you do if they don't aud1 ~rab1a 1s a leader of the I?oderate Arab states. I believe •• 
, succeed? . . -1"; : , _ _ _ _ ,. the S_aud1s are _the key . to ~preadmg peace throughout the Mid- : 
; f:-:::- A: rm.just .not going to believe: they'll be--unsuccessful,. Our.,_ .~ast ~tead of Just havmg it confined to Israel and Egypt. What •;· 
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the choice is betweenan Israel that cannot live without main- twns to do that. 
taining massive military oower. that is surrounded bv nations This is our policy in the Middle East. Our goal is. with the 
which outnumber it 100-to-1, that is constantly aware of elements security of Israel in mind, to bring aoout peace in that troubled _ 
which refuse to recognize its right to be a nation, and an Israel region. I can't go into specific detail, because I think we are ,. 
that can live in peace surrounded by Arab neighbors who ac- better off if we keep it in the area of quiet diplomacy. 

, knowledge Israel's right to exist and have treaties such as . Q: w would you describe U.S.-Israeli relations '! 
Egypt has with her now. : Let me put it this way: When I sat in this office and talked • 

Q: Will you eventually involve the Palestine Liberation witn Israeli Prime Minister (Menachem) Begin and told him we 
Orga:1lzation in peace talks? .. _ wanted to go through with the AWACS sale and explained our 

, A: I don't like to talk just about the PLO, because it is a self- reasons - how we must involve other Arab states. in the peace 
• ~ .eclared voice of the Paiestinian people. Whether it includes process, others that will do one day as Egypt did - he was not 
• them or not, the Palestinian problem has to be solved. but it upset by what we were doing, although he said he'd maintain his · 
: ca~· t be solved until they are willing to acknowledge Israel's present position. But then we discussed at length the U.S. ' 
. ngilt to ex:st. • relationsb.ip with Israel. When he left here, he told people that he 
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;s~protectio~, a~d they'y~ -~e.n __ m?stco.o~rative ~bout the mar~er: are the fir_s more than a year ~xcept __ for t:v.o days of ~ 
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, _:' ·own _s ps m _ e_ ers1an u an e, :an ___ . ~ _ •. :,. . -_: seeri by bot. Israelis an _e gyp 1~ns as an lffi ~ ~f 
,f is no way that 1t IS anr_tt1r1;~t t~_Isr~~_l'. :~i ·::<·:=·: >i:·::': ,>:.: . . ; _ \ tan( test of others' comnutrne~t to the 19i8_ Camp ·#t 

• • ,.""-":"'-':-c~ •. • ·. ,,!·~-:- "'-JI- · .. - ... . • ;c . ;, , . ·. : ·: David Md. eementsunderwhicheachpleagedto r~ 
f;T"~ Q: What about charges by some s~nators tha; you re s~~P-.,' ff ' . 'th p tini an otherwise undefined- "full ~t+ 

, .Pmg favors for Senate votes on th~,\ WACS? :--. : ,:..;,,._ - , .- : • . 0 Jt ~ ,; · -a~ the talks is to define•-"full autono.:· f~~ 
::·-· .:.:.A: -There has .been no arm-tw1Sting, and _ther.e has been no s -au , ,?om} : ~ "·~ c~ .-.1 · .• . r, .. ,,,::, :r~,; :. ·Jf.i·- ct,n,;-.. ~ ·; ~ t 
.~:~ offering of deals or_~wapping ?f favClrs. Absolutely _not: I ~on't ~o ,;• • . ;11f : ?'. ;/:·~ · _:~ t {,_,i •~j;; .... ~;;i i,~f-. t.J""-J;i:t,ii:.: ;:i~ \ .r n\,~ · : 
< that.}Vehaven'!done .anyof1tand,frankly;rmdisappomted-m ,, .... , -· '.'•·:. :,, ,,:_,-__ 7 .-. ,,: · .-~ . ~ ... -,;-· " :.-;:, , -:: .,,.:,,, -

.·~
7wbats6riie_ofthe senators. hlive st.a .. tecf: .::t ,,:{?.t ~'".;. -: ,,s: :,t·i:'<L:f:! ·51:e1 ·p···t-·1c . ·,e····w·· ._-of -Ho' ndu.ras·· a vo· te 

-~ -- .. - · · · - . • -· • ..(,. ... _. 'u... .::· • . • • _..., •• • • · I -. ,- ---I:. . • ,1'•' .. ,~~ ~ · ... ., --1 . K .. 

Vt~: -t~~i~/~~:~~~~~~~Jft~i~~~~~itAR~ '-~:-kicaiEL, R~~.:~fifm1j ~~{ ~t;~iti~;~ 
_\,~ _Mid~ast, ~ho ~iJ.l?_ •. ::./ ~- ~- .\~~~; :~i ~ --~~~.:'.;,;-;,::;: -~.;~1~-;;'.;; I,~:. ~ Tegucigal~ onduras -Hooduras lS sh~y lurching_ 

;2;D-O.·Q;~~i
1~i~~iy~itt~i.~!t=r:1ti~~~¥ • 1FJ:1t!tfrl~V?~il!~Ek!0!~?~~ 

_ ;: , .:. A:_ I don't understand Sen. Glenn at all, an~ I s_ertamly don t • \\>Under if the· ... 29 balloting for president, and • ro,r. f, ! 
'. ·agr~ wit~ his -~tatfi!i:nents _. tha~' we _were usmg unwholesome : congressional a , unicipal officials should not be pas,• • . , , ~ 
:/ ~ct1~s,.That w.~s..,a,bs9lutely a_di~tort10n of the tzuth. Sen. Gle~ t ·IX)ned.' U.S. 0 ~ : ~:a.,Jplying . he~vy-:p~sure ~or· .· ~ 
- ."'-~-ants·:t..WACS'planes there -'- o~y he wants them there under •• elections insistiI· he shift wdvilian rule"ls unperat1ve 1:1 1i 
• ·_ . our c~rittoCtotailr: 'He bel!eve~ the.J.. sho;:ld. ~ - tpe_re for: _our s . iI Hondu~as is t i.•oid lhe: leftist guerrilla movements t'. 1 • 

• secur~ty m protecting the '.'.11?east \\],at h~.1 ~~,'.~.u~ d .. ? !S b~~e . lashing neighbo1 El Salvador and· Guatemala: They .. · !~-· tis 
•·, ._-~erican -· forces--there •()r m_ ~ n~1ghboring . n,at10n;. and . W.~ ., lµld .H_ondµran .-0nta1s-also argue-th~·:stagn-ated ee~nomy.- . _. :}l; i 

t\'. :~'~;x:\~?_?~n~~1'tf~~/-~:i:6t;b;~:,\gt:·i~i-;;%;/~~j~:· J; ; - •• , -~~ t1~ii~~t!d1arati~ee u~~ ;:::~tt~ ~l~~s~1fe ~Jt ( 
. • be!ie1ies the. :Vorld '\"ould be b~tter ~ff if there were n,a arrr:s. He - 1973. has undermi popular support for the nulltary. · \s:'It *-

is probably i:ight--:- except, how do ~·e get ~here? We ~ go~~ to Military leaders ruefully acknowledge Hondurans _ fi, 
• try to ~e~ohate some arI:15 :ed~ctions with the Soviet Uruon. . are getting tired of army, which has ruled Honduras L . l 

__ ~ut he IS Just opposed to d1stnbutmg arms to anyone .. Of course, .. ior all but two of the t 17 years. • " f j ~ 
.. 1t's _kindofstrangetocallthe:.\.'~VACSa,weapon.Itdoesnoteven " , . ·, __ _ • .. : .. .. -.- .,: ~ ., . • .. _. _ : ; .. iiJ i~ 

• _ have a popgun on board, and It lS very vulnerable to any attack. d. c . ce . . . .. s· ·et sale - .: . . '.~ - t~. ·1·· 
·-... -The orily thing it can do is turn~ a . . • • n -1a~_1 ran . ISC:US _. I .. ' .,_ . ·· .. ,.::,_;. . - ·:.; ~ . f '. 

-. Q: 1h .rudl"?ct. I ~res~ 'to~e~ence, you 1mp_hed t ~t Isr~el -1 j_ EDWARD CODY O e Washington .Post in.: P,aris ~: . {,·· : • 
_ 3!!d t_he_ Isr.i~lj l?bhY..::.ll_l _tlj~}!mted S~tes wei;e ~te-l1enn~ _ w1~h :, .. France and india:are· · 'agedmmajor negotiations' 9vet: • • · .•.. 

-~-· -Y~lll" fore!@. policy_by-0ppE>S_~g _,~A,~1g;. sale~ ~a~d_i Ar_a- •. the purchase of 150 ad ced·Mirage-2000 w~anes f?r' · · ~ 
·' I!: b : " .,. .;;-- .i; __ _, " • • '. _ ,,, .. ; s :-,·. · .. , ·· ' ~ ' fhe Iridian air force, a illion deal that wo~d ~v_e India , »_ l i.di,.0 

. A· ' j major source o_f airer th~r th~ _the Soviet U rnon ~ .: ~ ~ 
• 1 give France's Mirage p ct10n lines a new lease on Ji!'e.

1 
ti}_ f' 

ow :·; 
s OS e gypt's Anwar Sadat? " : : 

~• A: Yes, it will be, because those two men were great forces. 
:-But I ·d9n't mean·.ihat in a~ pessimisti~ Sense. Df course; we'll ·~ 
'-miss them ' but there·are other leaders who are just as dedicated : . 

-~~;( JY: .· J:;.::\.''. {2 ~ "' s ; ,. 

'rhe Indian government is being courted bythe Soyie!_ ~~. t? 
~nion, which is offering . delivery ofMi_g-2:is at ~nces: [f~ ~ 
well below those of the \irage-2000. In~1a i~ bel!e~ed , li;,rf ~ 
·aiready to possess a rec~issance vei:510n of the Mi~,1 ' \ ~ 
!5, called the "Foxbat"_ i&;ortb At. !_antic Treaty Organ-, : ; 1 I 
JZation t.e!ffiino)ogy. Ind1a$wever, IS z:-eported reluc~:, . . -~ ft 
io become lopsidedly depe~nt on SoV1et arms supp_lies, , ~"i' tl 
particularly on_ top of a en~ agr~ment to b~y ~ - ~ -I 
manufacture Mig-23s to re e its aging fleet of MiG-2ls; . t11T· -:'. ~ 
The Gandhi government fe the French plane, offe.rs tb~ .. t.· 'f . ~.} 
tiest available response ~o _40 F-l~s_ that Washingto~ iii i 

. has agreed to supply Pakis its traditional en~my. : -;, - ;;;:: I 

~~f-:~1_1 tfcs· (~,~~\ J.~t'.Brita~n-~ ,;•.~-~ fl I 
,:LEONARD DOWNIE JR.". Washington Posdii; I":' ~ 
Londo~ - The new certtrist ' • of the upstart ~ial ! •'"; 
Democratic·.Party_ and; the • 
0 ~ ; wr-, :· • Ii . a rli?. 
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TAGS : PEPR Ji' 
SUBJECT: REAGAN INTERVIEW IN LOCAL PAPER / 

l. OCTOBER 25 ISSUE OF ARABIC-LANGUAGE Ar.,_JL~AHAR FRONT-PAGES 
INTERVIEW WITH PRESIDENT REAGON UNDER H ~OLINE: "FIRST 
INTERVIEW ON THE MIDDLE EAST. REAGAN: HE REGION IS LIKE A 
POWDER KEG . SAUDI ARABIA IS THE KEY T PEACE. AT THE END 
THE PLO SHOULD PARTICIPATE . " AN-NAH SAYS IT OBTAINED RIGHTS 
IN INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY · AMERICAN • OURNALIST TRUDY FELDMAN. 

2. INTERVIEW CONTAINS FOLLOWING • CHANGE : 
0: " IS IT POSSIBLE THAT THE PAL TINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION 
WILL BE INVOLVED INTHE PEACE T KS?" 
A. "I DON ' T LIKE TO TALK ABOUT.'. THE PLO ALONE BECAUSE IT HAS 
DECLARED ITSELF THE ONLY REP SENTATIVE OF THE PALESTINIANS . 
THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM MUSTi BE RESOLVED WHETHER THE PLO 
REPRESENTS THE PALESTINIANS / OR NOT , BUT IT CANNOT BE RESOLVED 
BEFORE THE PALESTINIANS REet)GNIZE THE RIGHT OF ISRAEL OT 
EXIST . " Jf 
a. .. WILL WE TAL K TO THE P,f.O? •• 
A. "I THINK THIS IS PART/ OF THE PRESENT BET , AND I THINK 
SOUDI ARABIA COULD BE A/ GOOD ELEMENT IN THIS . 
Q , "DO YOU MEAN TO Iz:V •-·· vE THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGAINZATION 
IN THE PEACE PROCESS? • 
A. "YES." : 
Q . "DO YOU MEAN TO I OLVE THE PLO IN QUIET DIPLOMACY?" 
A. "I BELIEVE WE SHO. LD FIND A SOLUTION FOR THIS PROBLEM. •• 
Q. " THEREFORE, THI;;· MEANS THAT THERE IS A POSSIBLITY OF 
CONTACTING THE PLO ~ HROUGH QUIET DIPLOMACY." 
A. " ON CONDITION ;'THAT THE PLO HAS THE INTENTION TO RECOGNIZE 
THE RIGHT OF ISRAjL TO ITS EXISTANCE." 

{· 
3 . REQUEST ENGLI~-H-LANGUAGE TEXT OF INTERVIEW PLUS ANY 
AVAILABLE INFORMATION OF FELDMEN JOURNALISTIC AFFILIATION.•. 
BARRETT I 
BT / 
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