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~EMORANDUM 

::-IATIO::-IAL SECURITY COU::-ICIL 

CORRESPONDENCE REFERRAL 

July 22, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR LESLIE SORG 

FROM: ALLEN J . LENZat-~ 

The NSC staff has reviewed and approved the attached draft 
reply: 

t/ as is - =---

as amended - ---

f;-,J\/4af~, -initial 

\/ 
Attachments: Incoming letter and draft reply . 



DRAFT REPLY 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Buehrer: 

Thank you for your recent letter to President Reagan 

regarding educational assistance to Iranian students in the 

United States. 

Please be assured that no agency of the U.S. Government 

assumed the expenses of these students during the hostage 

crisis, nor does a special program of financial assistance for 

them as a group exist. Each Iranian on a student visa in the U.S. 

is responsible for his or her own funding. While economic 

sanctions against Iran were in force, the Treasury Department 

licensed the transfer of funds from Iran to meet the expenses 

of Iranian students in this country. 

I hope that this information has answered some of your 

questions on· this matter; if you would like more information, 

I suggest that you contact the United States International 

Communication Agency at 1750 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., 

Washington, D.C. That agency is responsible for international 

educational exchanges and can answer any specific questions 

you might have. 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 





Will Reaga11 Se11d .. 
I • 

Iran Students Ho1ne? ~. 
WASHINGTON - Ody because !he l rlP 

nians knew that the)' •ould not be able lo 
push President Reag,n around did_ they 
finally release lhe hostaies- a few m,nutes 
aner Jimmy Carter"s tenure ended. 

t _ 1-· - ' • 
. t . ... - • 

their elTorts were met whith a loud shushing 
sound from !he Stale Department and the 
Carter White House Those who persisted in 
complaining about this subsidy were de
nounced as "cold warrior$"' ind attackers of 
motherhood anaapple pie::/ .. • ¢ ; :.. • 

The Stale Departmert, in fact made it Mr. Reagan .was among those who_pro-
very dear to the Algeria, go-betweens !hat lesled against Unc,e Sam's jdiolic' generos-
Mr. Reagan "ould not netohale for a minute ily. l\ow Iha! he is in ~e.Whiie llo~se. he can 
until our " prisoners of ,ar· _ the prcsi- pulanendlothisdra1nonlheTreasury. He1~ 
dent's words in one ofhishaugural bali talks committed to culhng !be federal budget and 
_ were released. lo the elimination of senseless programs. He 

The Iranians therefore "reluctant!)>" can move quickly, without 1he need or con-
accepted the ss billion 10 SI billion in ransom grcssional appro\'al, 1o·send the Iranian stu- . 
that Mr. Carter thrust at them_ and to the dents back h~rtJe. •• • ,.~f .. : -~ , , 
very end Iranian official; played cal-and- The Amerjcan Ci,11 ~ibettlcs Union, ii can 
mouse l\i th the Uni led Stales, pouring on the be anticipated. will wrap jts.,Jf in lhe-Co~-
humiliation which this e<>Lnlry sulTered. ~ slitulion and go to court 'to prevent the 

, ' ' . ,. Reagan administration rt,n;, ending this sub-
Will this be the end oflt? 0 1· • .· sidv lo Iranians from the 'great Satan." Bui 
Thal question \\ill be answered when the mos! Americans ,.;11 fervenlly applaud. , . 

new president faces the qceslion of Iranian • However the flew adminlstration is coi-i
students in the United States. • ,, ~ .. ' fronted with a Jong agenda. and it may be 

Those students were be'ng supported by · thal!hedollars•lo-lranian-sludentsprogram· 
Iranian go,·emmenl funds under the shah - • "ill be forgollen Certainly, the multibillion
funds \\hich were cut olf ~'hen the barba- dollar r i~!Tby the "welfare induSI') .. will 
rians took over Iran. Tne State Department, have priority. 
which believes that the Uni fed States should . 
Vi ear a "'kick me hard" sign on its posterior, 
rushed into the breach. , 

II sent notices to the colleges and uni>~ si
~~ at which Iranian students were studying, 

--? ud\\ een breaches of the peace, announcing 
tbal ii would pick up the lab. , 

Josi why should American taxpayers pro
•·ide the money to keep 50,000 Iranian slu• 
dents in tuition. room, and board? Bui during 

:'.) the entire period that the Aya loll ah 
-"/ Khomeini and is bully boys were holding 52 

Americans hostage, in violation of inlerna• 
lional law and moraity, !he Carter adminis, 
tr at ion was shelling out millions of dollars to 
keep the Islamic revolution's most passion
ate supporters in our institutions of higher • 
learning. ' .1 • , 

Tnere were some in Washington who tired 
lo bring this utterly ridiculous !urning of the 
other cheek lo the altention of the public. Bui 

: \ 

But if there is a;.out~ring of mail lo the 
While House and to lhe Departmenl of 
Education. the Reagan administration will 
lake note. Arid more will be accomplished 
beside the saving of money. •. 

The Iranian students ha,·e gollen accus• 
lomed to America's free and easy ways. If 
relumed lo Iran, they will be subject lo the 
repressions and the terrors of the Islamic'. 
revolution. ; -

The chances are that they will join the 
opposition lo the Ayaloltah and contribute lo 
Lhe general instability of the lranian govern· 
ment. ir such ii can be called. . • 

: \ 

So there" ill be a double dividend for these· 
United States if lhe Iranian students are re
moved from the public trough and compelled ' 
to return lo their country. . , • ' 



UNCLASSIFII:D 

(Classification) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

S/S I 8121250 

Date 7/17/ 81 

FOR: Mr. Richard V. Allen 
National Security Council 
The White House 

REFERENCE: 

TO: Pr e sident Reaga n Mr. & ~lrs. John Bue hrer 
FROM: 

DATE: 
!-lay 11 , 1981 SUBJECT: Iranian stude nts 

i n t he U.S. 

WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: July 10 , 1981 NSC t 

THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

(if any) 

ACTION TAKEN: 

X 

REMARKS: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached . 

An information copy of a direct reply is 
attached . 

We believe no response is necessary for the 
reason cited below . 

Other. 

Paul Brez::-.t;--· 
Executive Secretary 

I 



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFLCE 

REFERRAL 

JULY 10, 1981 

TO: DEPAR'IMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REOOESTED: 
mAFT REPLY Fm SIGNATURE OF ANNE HIQ'.;INS 

IESCRIPTlON OF INCCMING: 

ID: 031228 

MEDIA: LETI'ER 

TO: PRESIDENT RF.AGI\N 

FROM: MR. AND MRS. JOHN BUEHRER 
806 WAI.Nlll' 
MCAJ.LEN TX 78501 

SUBJECT: ™CLOSES ARTICLE REGMDING IRANIAN SruDENTS -
PLANS TO SEND THEM 81\CK TO IRAN 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL - IF RE(:UIRED ACTION HAS NOT BE:m 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 Wcma:NG IY\YS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHCNE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN 81\SIC CORRESRJNDENCE, CCNI'ROL SHEET AND COPY OF RESRJNSE 
(OR mAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROa-1 33, THE WHITE IOUSE 

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT: 
LESLIE SORG 
DIREC'roR OF J>GE'NCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESRJNIENCE 



MEMORANDUM 

/ .t::A 1J 
OUTSIDE THE SYSTEM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

SS€ft13Ff/OEH8 I'l'IVB,'BYBO OH~¥ 

ACTION July 28, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

r\· \ 
GEOFFREY KEMP , l • 

Iran 

DECLASSIFIED IN PART 
NLS t:fZ-/ (J(p '"'-".3 

By. ~ Nf\RA, Date 'tP"l':Y 

On Friday, J uly 24, at 2 p . m., we held the second session of 
our working group on Iran in the Situation Room . Pre·sent 
were Ikle , McFarlane, Veliotes,,W••• Kux, Gorman, and 
Kemp. 

There was considerable discussion about the nature and 
direction of clandestine activities t hat we should be 
planning in the context of Iran . The current thinking is 
that there should be two separate plans that may eventually 
involve the same personnel and methods but should be kept 
discreet at the beginning. The first relates to our efforts 
to work with Iranian partisans and military to establish in
country positions in the event of a Soviet invasion 
essentially unconventional warfare operations where U. S . 
operatives would work with Iranians to sabotage and delay 
Soviet forces if they came down through the passes . 

The second operation would deal with our relati ons with the 
exile groups. This produced some heated discussion in the 
g r oup with no consensus, except that we should proceed very 
cautiously. 

e will then consi er it an see i we can 
reac consensus. At that point, our job will be to make 
recommendations to the NSPG, including funding questions. 

The next meeting will be held as soon as as a paper 
ready. Don Gregg will attend this meeting and we would more 
t han welcome your presence if you have the time. This will 
require that we use the Situation Room again s ince it is the 
ideal place for such meetings. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you authorize me to hold the third meeting of the special 
group in the Situation oom when CIA has produced a draft paper. 

Review July 28, 1987 



:MEMORANDUM 

THE. WHITE HO.USE. 

WAS.HlNGTO'N 

July 31, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR JACK STEIN ~ 

FRO.'i: RICHARD V. ALLEN u- ~ 
SUBJECT: Response to Rabbi Hill 

Attached at Tab A is a State Department-drafted response co Rabbi David 
Hill concerning exit visas from Iran. Stace's response has the concurrence 
of the NSC staff. 

A note from. Ambassador Veliotes, as well as t he Rabbi's letter to you, 
are at Tab B. 

Attachments 

• 



T HE WHITE HOUSE 

. WASHINGTON 

Dear Rabbi Hil.l: 

Your letter of June 29th, regarding Mr. Ramin Sarraf 
and the pl.ight of his famil.y in Iran, evokes a deep sympathy 
on my pa.rt. 

I contacted officials at the State Department on this 
matter to see what, if anything, we could do to help. un
fortunately, the relationship between the United States and 
today' s revolutionary Iran is not one which. would permit us 
to have any positive effect on exit visa decisions made by 
the current regime. State Department officials have discussed 
with official.s of other friendl.y countries the difficulties 
faced by the Jewish community in Iran. The consensus is 
that govermental channe1s to Iran on such matters are not 
productive. Instead, it is believed that international. 
humanitarian institutions like the Red Cross might have 
some impact. 

With this in mind, you might wish to advise Mr. Sarraf 
to contact the International Red Cross or some other simil.ar 
institution to request assistance. 

I hope something can be done to ease the Sarraf family's 
situation. 

Rabbi David H. Hill 
137- 12 72nd Road 

Sincerely, 

Jacob Stein 
Special Advisor to 
the White House 

Kew Gardens Hills, New York 11367 



I 

DEPARTMEl'fT OF STATE 

Wuhlnp)ff, 0.C. 20:S20 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM 

:: Mr. Jack- Steinr 

: Nicholas A- Ve-lio 
Near Eastern 

White House 

, Assistant Secretary for 
uth Asian Affai.rs 

SUBJECT : Jews Seeking Exit from Iran 

REF : Your: Memo of July 2 , 1981 

I raised the Iranian.. exit visa issue with my 
Department colleagues who follow such matters closely 
and they tell me that, unfortunately, there is very 
little we can do . 

I had thought the Swiss, who as you know are the 
protecting power for U. S. interests in Iran, might be · 
able to help out. I am told, however, that the Swiss have 
had onJ.y limited success with the Iranians on cases 
involving American citizens with problems in Iran . Even 
if inclined to act on an issue involving non-u.s. citizens, 
the Swiss would be exceeding their mandate and thus 
would probably be rebuffed by the Iranians. In 
discussions with the Swiss and other friendly countries, 
the consensus has been that international humanitarian 
±nstitutions like the Red Cross have a better chance 
of getting at least a hearing from the Iranian authorities. 

With this in mind, we took the liberty of drafting 
a reply you might want to use in responding to Rabbi Hill. 

Attachment: 

Draft reply 



• MEMORANDUM 

THE- WHIT~ HOUSE 

WASHINCTON 

... JW:y 2, 1981 

,,,-

:1..9---P . 

FR:M:. ~srenr c•IJUJC ~ 
..,:..~ Si.u1~S . 

~f\ 1'• ~ RE: EXIT m IRAN 

""~ c\.D \ '\ f.J ,.,,1> 
Attached please find a m::iving letter that 
Rabbi David Hill fcrwarded en to ne requesting 
assistance in obtaining an exit visa for t,,,,,o 
elderly Jews in Iran. 

VJC-0 .~· · 

~~,i&fVj 
'!be request cares fl:an a Jewish Iranian refugee //1,0w- /v--IL 
named Pamin Sarraf, who needs help in gaining- c--'-.-,1l 1o 
an exit for his elderly and ailing parents, .:> 1-
Mr. MJrad Sarraf, age 81 and Mrs. Javaher Farshi ~-• S µ 
(Saffaf), age 75. 'llle Sarraf's live in Tehran 7'Jlf"'"' " • 
at 97 Tir Saeet, 640-588. 

'1be son, Mr. Pamin Sarraf's ~s is 9 Diana 'lrail,) 
!bslyn, New York 11576. His office telephone is 
516-466-8181 and h:me telepha1e is 516-484-3380. 

Please let ne know if there is anything that can 
be done for the Sa=af's: 

'lhanJc you. 



r 

Dear Jack~ , 

·Qur° Sage s proclaim. .:: -ire-_ ;ho· saves- one 11:fe, 
saved: :the- vhole vorld. • 

it is as if he bas 

~--To- aJ.i of wr oife u a. very: vsl.uabl.e asset . We aJJ Americans know 
vbat i s is. like to l.ive 1n the land of the :free. But vbat about 
those tbat are hel.d in. bondsge,. d.ey a:t'ter d.ey,. year a:tter year ? 
Per- se, Russia, Iran, etc. 

Attached pl.ease find. a l.etter 1'rom one of those vho bad the 
prtvUege- of getting- ouz 01' bondsge,- but bad to leave his :family 

and alL bel.ongillgs behilld. -

A:t"ter resd1ng +.he attached, whatever you can do 1n. your good to 
hel.p woud be greatly appreciated. 

Pl.ease let me hear from. you. 

Yours truly-, 

~~Fiill 



• . 
RA1£Ilf SARRAF 
9 nI:AlrA 'l!RAIL 
R 0- S L r 1' , N. Y. 11576 
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• . , 
, . 
• Martin H. Handler, M.D., F.A.C.C. 

.....,.. &.A.K&Vlu.& ftOAD" 

LA,Kt.U,CCESS.- NEW YOJllK 110-AZ-

Ta..lPHONEt s1•..n .... aan 

June 22, l.981 

·To whom it may concern; 

Mr. Ramin Sarraf, son of Morad Sarraf and Javaher Farshi 
(Sarraf), is presently- under my car~ with symptoms of recent 
onset of severe angina pectoris, NYHA Cl.ass 3 to 4. 

. His exercise tolerance has decreased markedly recently with 
severe- chest pain on no activity. He also exhibits symptoms of 
heart failure. ·. 

He wil.L require a coronary artery bypass operati•on, and, 
since the risks of" th.is . ·surgery are pronounced, his parents 
should be present for the intended work up and surgery; as all 
help, both physical and m~ral would aid in his surgery and recovery. 

/.~'<.U..,..."-c~~:-::.r.-.::~ 
-Martin H. Handler, M.D., F.A.C.C. 

MHH:LH 

------ ---------------- --- ---------~- - - ----- ----



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCI L 

ACTION July 23, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

GEOFFREY KEMP~ 

Exit Visas from Iran 

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum from you to Jack Stein 
recommending he sign the letter prepared by the State 
Department which is at Tab A. 

RECOMMENDATION: That gn the memo at Tab I. 

Disapprove ___ _ 

Attachments 

Memo to Stein Tab I 
A 
B 

Proposed Stein ltr to Rabbi Hill 
Incoming and background 
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JANET COLSON 

BUD NANCE 

DICK ALLEN 

IRENE DERUS 

JANET COLSON 

BUD NANCE 
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CY TO VP . 

CY TO MEESE 

CY TO BAKER 

CY TO DEAVER 

CY TO BRADY 
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S:iOW CC 



MEMORAND U:vt 

T HE WHIT E HO USE 

W ASHINGT O N 

MEMORANDUM FOR JACK STEIN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

RICHARD V. ALLEN 

Response to Rabbi Hill 

4347 

Attached at Tab A is a State Department-draf ted respo~ . c:, ~ 
to Rabbi David Hill concerning exit visas from Iran,/~~~ 

-wli1 ch has the concurrence of the NSC Staff. 

A note from Ambassador Veliotes as well as the Rabbi's 
letter to you are at Tab B. J 

Attachments 
a / s 

.) 



Dear Rabbi Hill: 

~ed not tell you that0your letter kJune ? ,,,,.. 
regarding Mr. Ramin Sarraf and the plight of his family 

in Iran evokes a deep sympathy on my part. 

I contacted officials at the State Department on this 

matter to see what, if anything, we could do to help. 

Unfortunately, the relationship between the U.S. and today's 

revolutionary Iran is not one which would permit us to have 

any positive effect on exit visa decisions made by the 

current regime. State Department officials have discussed 

with officials of other friendly countries the difficulties 

faced by the Jewish community in Iran. The consensus is 

that governmental channels to Iran on such matters are not 

productive. Instead, it is believed that international 

humanitarian institutions like the Red Cross might have ..., 
some impact. 

With this in mind, you might wish to advise Mr. Sarraf 

to contact the International Red Cross or some other similar 

institution to request assistance. 

I hope something can be done to ease the Sarraf family's 

situation. 

Sincerel y, 

Jack 



.. . .. .. '-· -

UNCL1'..SSIFIED 

(Classification) 

•. 

8121269 S/S t 

Date 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

July 20, 1981 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

FOR: Mr. Richard V. Allen 
National Security Council 
The White Bouse 

"REFERENCE: 

TO: Mr. Jack Stein 
FROM: 

Rabbi David Hill 

DATE: 6/29/81 
SUBJECT: Letter requesting 

assistance to Iranian Jews 

WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: 7/ 2/81 NSC t 

THE ATTACHED · ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY • 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

( i f a n-y"'")--

ACTION TAKEN: 

X 

REMARKS: 

A draft reply is attached . 

A draft reply wi ll be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a dire-ct reply is 
attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for tne 
reason cited below . 

Ot her, 

/vfi .. ,.~~ 
L. Paul Breme r, III 
Executive Secretary 

---------·----- --- --

I 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

July 30, 1981 

MEM>RANOOM FOR GOOr"FREY KEMP 

FJO.I: GARY SICK ~ 
SUBJEX::T: Iran 

'Ihe arrival of Bani-Sadr and Mas'ud Rajavi (head of the t-rojahidin} in Paris 
is tacit recognition that the radical mullahs and the Islamic Republican 
Party have 'WOn the latest test of strength. 'lhe canpaign of terror which 
they have unleashed has sucoaeded in keeping the ciwosition off balance 
and on the defensive during a critical m:xrent. Cespi te an i.mprecedented 
wave of bctrbings and assassination attenpts, the mullahs were able to 
rranipulate the recent elections through sheer intimidation and total control 
of the electoral process. 

'.the pattern for the future has been clearly establi shed. Imrediately 
after the revolution, Khaneini and his radical supporters enjoyed a wide 
rreasure of popular SUfP:)rt, even from those who harl:lored serious doubts 
about the inplications for Iran's future. In the b.o and one-half years 
that followed, that s~rt has eroded alnost to the vanishing point as 
the Islamic radicals rejected all oanpxcmi.se and inposed an outlandish 
concoction of rredieval theocracy on an unwilling people. While Behesti 
was alive, this process was at least carried on with a certain political 
cleverness and sense of proportion. With his death, even that elerrent 
of noderatioo has vanished. The political leadership in Tehran today 
rules through terror and nothing but terror. 

The only practical question about the survival of the present regine in 
'Iehran turns on its efficiency in developing rrechanisrrs of repression. 
The ruthlessness of the Isl amic radicals i s not in doubt, and their 
iZllilml control over all the instruments of state is oanplete. All that 
remains to be seen is whether they are able to organize and sustain 
effective and responsive machinery of state terror. 

Until now, the presenae of Khare.ini has been essential to the success of 
the Islamic fascists . He provided the underlying vision and the revolu
tionary legitim:l.cy for those engaged in this slCM-notion coup. But now 
the coup is oanplete, and Khorreini is as IlllCh a captive of the process 
as those wtx:> engineered it. All of the elerrents of Khareini • s original 
vision are now in place. In the past, it was essential to be able to 
nobilize clem::lnstratims of support for "revolutionary" goals. That 
function is rapidly becx::xning irrelevant. The issoo today is perfo:rnance 
and-- increasingly-survival. 

The tri mph of the Islamic fascists has been achieved only at enornous 
costs-poli ticall y, econanically and socially. Travelers in China today 
are astonished at the depth and breath of popular revulsion against the 
Cultural !evolution. Under the superficial facade of revolutionary 
unity, there was a degree of anger and personal suffering at all levels 
of society which was scaraely credible to outside observers. A similar 
process is underway today in Iran, and the SI!all coterie which has pushed 
Iran to ideological extremes is intensely aware that the day of reckoning, 
if and when it cares, will be brutal and unforgiving. 
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Iran is trawed in a cycle of escalating dorrestic violence and terror. 
~ andone-half to four million people are without jobs. M:)re than one 
milli on people are living in rrakeshift tent cities, shanty ta.ms, and 
even 110sques as refugees fran the war in Khuzestan. Tribal rebellion 
in Kurdestan has effectively eliminated central g::>ve:cnrrent oontrol, and 
asimilar revolt is =clerway in Baluchistan. 'I'1e central govenurent 
exercises only the 110st tenu::ms oontrol in the northeast capital of 
Mashhad, and in the 'furkcrran regions along the caspian,governrrent 
officials travel in fear of their lives. In other tribal areas, the writ 
of the central regime hardly inpinges on day-to-day decisions, and 
local autonorr!{ is bea:ming the political and ea:man:i.c reality through::>ut 
llllCh of the CX)untry. National institutions and distribution systeirs have 
broken down or operate only erratically. As a oongeries of disparate 
peoples and tribes, I ran is behaving as it has traditionally behaved in 
tirres of v.eakened central authority by asserting local authority and by 
seeking local and regional solutions to problems. 'lb the extent that 
these solutions conflict with national policy or objectives, they can be 
CX)ntrolled only through outright repression and intimidation. 

Iran has 2500 years of eJq:>erience with successive strong and weak central 
authority, and there is a capacity for tolerance of institutional chaos 
unimaginable in our society. Disintegration is relative. In the 
short- tenn, the mullahs can deal with regional and tribal dissidence by 
rrerely looking the other way, finding practical rrethods of coexisting 
with de facto power centers, and by occasionally undertaking derronstrative 
sh:::Jws of force when things threaten to get out of hand. That process 
CX)uld go on for quite sane tine. 

M:)re inportant is the political process in Tehran itself. Ktx:meini was 
able, through personal charisma and force of will, to institute the fome 
of an Islamic Republic. However, neither he nor those wh::> have seized it 
in his narre, will be able to make it -work. It is an ideological oonstruct, 
not a system of governrrent, and its ideology CX)uld destroy it. I<hateini 
is a visionary, and he cperates on the very sinple assU11ption that once 
an ideal Islamic state has been created, G:xi will take care of the rest. 
When things do not -work out, he blarres neither the ideal fome nor G:xi. 
Instead, he blarres those in charge for not being sufficiently "Islamic." 
If the Ayatollah is as outspoken in his criticism for failures in the 
future as he has often been in the past, the present inheritors of the 
revolution may soon find their honeY110Qn with the IJram :rudely terminated. 
At that point, there CX)uld either be a further ooup to oust those wh::> 
have"betrayed the revolution, "or else the beleaguered leadership will 
begin to question whether the Ayatollah has not outlived his usefulness 
to the revolution ... 

In any event, the imrediate prognosis is for continued chaos, ever-increasing 
extremism, paranoia, and repression. It is unclear to rre how long this 
state of affairs is likely to continue or how it is likely to end. However, 
the conditions are being created for a new eJ<plosion of social violence 
i f and when the debts now being aOCUll.11.ated l.D'lder the terror are settled. 
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SUMMARY OF THE FIRST ANNUAL REPORT, FEBRUARY 1979-MAY 1980 

In May 1980 , the Iran Committee for Democratic Action and 

Human Rights issued its first detailed report on the extensive 

violation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran . The 
report examined issues such as the implemencation of justice in 

Iran , the state of political prisoners , torture , inhumane and 
degrading punishments , repression of ethnic minorities and the 
suppression of political opposicion through violent means . The 
report concluded that the extenc of brutality and oppression ex
cercised by the theocracic dictatorship had reached a level un
precedented in the contemporary history of Iran . More specifi 
cally , the documented findings of the Committee were as follows :-

1) The ''Islamic Revolutionary'' courts had sentenced at least 
800 people to death in their first year of operation . These 
sentences , usually spelled out after summary trials without 
due process of law or right of appeal, were carried out imme 
diately (see appendix I). The Committee found most of the 

charges - such as "corruption on earth'' or "waging war with 
God and his emissaries'' - to be totally ad - hoc and contrary 

to any established standards of justice . In many other ca
ses , such as execution of prostitutes or adulterers , the 
punishment was out of proportion with the charges brought a 
gainst the victims . Furthermore , the punishments imposed 
were unusually cruel and inhumane . Firing squads spared no 
one - children , the disabled and very old , pregnant women and 

sick people were all shot indiscriminately . 
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2) Some apologists outside and inside of Iran argued that the 
executions were necessary to satisfy popular demand for ven 

geance.against the elites of the Shah's regime yet the report 
demonstrated that less than 50 percent of the victims had been 
executed on the charge of collaboration with t he previous re

gime. Indeed more than half of the executions were carried 
out on charges ranging from moral or sexual turpitude to drug 
trafficking or counterrevolutionary activities. 

3L The number of political prisoners had fluctuated over the pe
riod reaching areported peak of almost 20,000. By May 1980 
there were at least 3,500 political prisoners in the country. 
The largest part of arrests made by the ''Revolutionary Guards" 
and the local revolutionary committees (known as Komiteh's) 
had the dual purpose of both cowing the population into submis
sion and extorting money from the prisoners or their relatives. 
Torture, mainly in the form of beatings and floggings, was com
mon. 

4) Ethnic minorities , in particular the Kurds, the Baluchis, and 
the Turkomens had been violently oppressed. 

5) Parrallel to official executions and arrests, mob attacks were 
engineered to disperse rallies sta_ged by opposition groups. 
Scores of government supported zealots (known as Hezbollahi) 
were ordered to attack demonstrators with knives and clubs. 
Many injuries and occasionally deaths had been reported. 

Since the date of the publication of its first report, the Iran 
Committee has continued to monitor the steadily worsening state of 
human rights in Iran , publicising the results in a series of publi 
cations . The present report will attempt to document the violations 
of human and civil rights in Iran since May 1980 in a single volume. 
Our findings are based upon a thorough analysis of foreign and Ira
nian press , eye-witness accounts, reports prepared by human rights 

organisations such as Amnesty International , etc .. We have tried 
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to adhere to rigorous criteria of objectivity and accuracy. Con

sequently , many alleged instances of the violation of human rights 
in Iran which could not be verified to our satisfaction have been 

left out of this report . 

* If * 

INTRODUCTION TO ANNUAL REPORT, YEAR Two 

Violations of the human rights of the people of Iran have con
tinued on a large scale in the second year of the Islamic Republic. 
Parrallel to the steady worsening of social and economic conditions, 
together with growing nationwide discontent, the theocracy of 
Ayatollah Khomeini has increasingly relied on violent and oppressive 
means to retain its power . Consequently, executions, torture, poli
tical arrests and repression, and the violations of the human and 
civil rights of all peoples but especially of ethnic and religious 
minorities have increased both in scope and intensity. Furthermore, 
in an attempt to impose a "cultural revolution" on the nation, the 
Islamic Republic of Iran has pursued policies which have led to the 

denial of women's rights , the negation of Iranian cultural values 
and the destruction of the national heritage . 

I - EXECUTIONS 

The regime has maintained a steady flow of executions, sending 
to their death hundreds of people under various pretexts . As be
fore , these executions have had many purposes: to crush political 
opposition, to maintain a state of terror and subservience in the 

population at- large , and to impose the regime's brand of Islamic 
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morality on the nation . In a recent statement, (June 1981), 
Amnesty International reported that at least 1600 people have been 

executed since the inception of the regime. While the Iran Commit
tee's estimate of executions up to the middle of June 1981 is con
sistent with that of Amnesty International , it must be added that 
the figure represents only the official executions reported by the 

Iranian and foreign press . Nor does it include the estimated hun
dreds of people executed by summary trials in areas where ethnic 

minorities such as Kurds, Baluchis, Arabs, etc. , have challenged 
the government for a greater degree of autonomy . In fact, the re
gime has increasingly relied on unofficial executions to achieve 
its goals . People disappear and are later found dead; persons re

cently released from jails are kidnapped by death squads and execu
ted ; or political prisoners are found dead while in jail. 

The period between mid June to the end of July 1981 marked a 
drastic escalation of official executions, when more than 300 people 
have faced the death squads . The majority of the victims of these 
recent executions have been supporters of deposed President Bani 

Sadr and in particular, members of Mujahedin- Khalq (an Islamic so
cialist group). Other recent victims have included intellectuals, 
members of religious minorities and businessmen . 

The nature of the charges, the trials , and the methods of exe
cution have also become more inhumane . On June 21, 1981, twelve 
girls were executed on the charge of participation in anti - govern
ment demonstrations . ~o&t ot the uictim& we4e und~ &ixteen yea4& 
ot age and the cou~t did not euen po&&e&& thei4 identitie-0 when it 
&entenced them io death . (see Appendix I) . 

The charges brought against the victims of execution squads 
have increased in scope , a·l though the familiar offences such as 
"corruption on earth" or "waging war with God and his emissaries" 
have continued to claim lives . The new charges punishable by death 
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have included ''disturbing the peace'' , "possession of alcoholic 

beverages" or ''creating discord and disunity among Muslims" . 
The relative number of executions under different charges 

have also changed . "Association with the past regime" , for in 
stance , has declined as a major justification of executions while 
"counterrevolutionary activities" , "at~empted coup" and "drug traf
ficking" have constituted more common charges . The last charge in 

particular was responsible for a large death toll from May to De 

cember of 1980 , when Ayatollah Khalkhali (the blood judge) , super 
vised special anti - narcotics courts . It is reported that many 
political opponents were executed under the guise of drug traffi 
cking . "Attempted coup" was another major cause of execution 
whereby at least 120 members of the armed forces faced firing 
squads between July to September 1980 . 

Finally , new methods of execution - death by hanging or sto 
ning - have been added to the usual firing squads (see appendix I) . 
Some of the executions have been carried out in the middle of busy 
throughfares in order to fortify their intended terrifying impact . 

I I - TORTURE 

Torture which consisted of such irregular practices as beatings , 
floggings and psychological pressures in the first year of the Isla 
mic Republic , has become more systematic . Eye - witness accounts 
from various jails have indicated the regular use of electric shocks 
and cigarette burns in addition to the more fam i liar forms of tor

ture practiced earlier . 
In late 1980 , former President Bani -Sadr publicly stated that 

he had documented over 500 recent cases of torture in Iranian jails . 
A commission of enquiry .. ppointed by the government to investigate 
the substance of his claim , however , reported that they could not de

tect any practice of torture . The commission was headed by 
Hojatol- Islam Mohammad Montazeri , ( known as "Ringo" for his 
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outlaw activities) , an important activist in the Islamic Republican 

Party , whi ch subsequently ousted the President . 

Ill - POLITICAL PRISONERS 

The Iran - Iraq war initially put pressure on the regime to reduce 
the number of political prisoners , in particular members of the ar
med forces whose presence was necessary at the war front . The recerit 
escalation of political struggle in Iran however, has dramatically 

i ncreased the number of political pri soners . These prisoners are 
held in vari ous jails in Tehran and provinces , the headquarters of 
Revolutionary Guards and Komiteh's and some other makeshift prisons . 
The exact number of political prisoners is unknown, though it is 
estimated to run in the many thousands . Since the ouster of Bani 
Sadr , the regime has announced the arrest of several hundred members 
of the Mujahedin per week . An indication of the actual and projec 
ted increase in the number of political prisoners is the fact that 

the government has included funding for eight new jails in its pro 
posal for next year's fiscal budget . 

IV - POLITICAL OPPRESSION 

During the period under study , the regime maintained pressure 
on its opponents at home and abroad . The Revolutionary Courts , Re 
volutionary Gua rds , local Komiteh's , fundamentalist club wielding 
zealots (Hezbollahis) , SAVAMA (the successor to SAVAK) , and interna

t i onal terrorist networks have served as instruments to enforce the 

regime's intended reign of terror . 
The main targets of the regime's political oppression have 

been the moderate Islamic groups , secular nationalists and Marxists 
- all three with the ability to mobilize sizeable numbers of the 

population . 
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The Peoples Islamic Republic Party (PIRP) led by Ayatollah 

Shariat - Madari (who is considered by many Iranians to be theolo 
gically superior to Ayatollah Khomeini in the Shi'a hierarchy), 
was the first moderate Islamic group to face the regime's terror . 

Attempts by the Party in 1980 to build a stronghold in the city of 
Tabriz led to violent reprisals by the regime . At the price of 
scores killed and injured , the Revolutionary Guards crushed the sup

porters of PIRP and placed Ayatollah Shariat - Madari under house 

arrest . As of this writing he is still under arrest in his house 
in the holy city of Qom . Other prominent and outspoken religious 
leaders such as Ayatollah Shirazi, Ayatollah Qomi , and Skeikh Ali 
Tehrani have been harrassed and ocassionally arrested by the ~evo 

lutionary Guards . 
Secular nationalists have been a frequent carget of the regime. 

For example, on July 18 , 1980, terrorists linked to Iran made an un
successful attempt on the life of Dr. Shahpour Bakhtiar - a nationa 
list opposition leader in Paris . A few days later Ali Tabatabai, 
yet another oucspoken opposition leader , was murdered in his appart 
ment near Washington, D. C. There were indications that his assassin 
was linked to an extremist Muslim group in the United States . Final 
ly, the list includes Prince Shahriar Shafiq , the late Shah's nephew 
who was assasinated in France. Reportedly, his murder was also in

stigated by the Government of Iran . 
The most severe victims of the regime's political oppression , 

however, have been liberal and lefcist groups . In April of 1980, 
fundamentalist mobs supported by the Revolutionary Guards stormed 
the University of Tehran, a stronghold of leftist opposition to the 
regime . In three days of clashes some 58 people were killed and 
many injured . Immediately following the incident, all universities 

in Iran were closed and remain closed to the present. As recently 
as June 1981 , Revolutionary Guards fired at demonstrators - mainly 
supporters of the Mujahedin . At least 30 people were killed and 

as many as 200 were injured in one day . 
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V - VIOLATION OF LEGAL RIGHTS : THE ISLAMICIZATION OF THE JUDICIARY 

The Revolutionary Courts , whose initial purpose was to serve 
as temporary tribunals to punish the collaborators of the previous 

regi me , have increasingly invaded the jurisdiction of criminal and 

even civilian cour ts of justice . Operati ng on the basis of the 
codes of Shari ' a (Isl amic laws) , they have convicted thousands of 
persons to death (c . f . section I above) , and have prescribed such 
medieval punishments as death in publi c by stoning or flogging . 

In the spr i ng of 1981 , t he Cabinet of then Pr ime Minister 
Raja 'i, passed a "Bill of Vengeance" and submi tted it to the Isla
mic Par liament for final approval . * The Bill will reduce the 
legal system of the country to one of direct retaliation -- "an eye 
for an eye , a tooth for a tooth" . The pr oposed law places the 
dealing -out of justice into th~ hands of the people and such Isla 
mic judges a s Ayatollah Khalkhal i , the "Blood Judge" -- known for 
hi s summary trials and executions . As the document states , ''Murder , 
if premeditated , is subject to vengeance and ~he parent , guardian 
or the next - of-kin of the victim may , subject to the approval of an 
Islamic j udge or hi s representative , slay the murderer ..... " . 
Accordingly , a crime will be establi shed by the testimony of two 
male witnesses , with provisions for neither due process of law nor 
the possibi l ity of legal defence . The sentence is to be carried 
out immediately . 

• See appendi x II for a partial translation of the "Bil l of Ven
geance ". 
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V - PERSECUTION OF RELIGIOUS MINORITIES 

Since the establishment of the Islamic Republic , there have 
been increasing examples of post - revolutionary ''justice'' dealt not 

only to politi cal opponents , buc a l so to those who do not subscr ibe 
to the ideol ogical bases of the Isl amic government of Iran . The 
three major religious mi norities of Iran - Saha'is , Christians and 

Jews - are perceived as the "ideological foes" of the regime . They 

have been treated moss brutally . 
Immediately following the revolution , the executi on and harrass

ment of Jewish Iranians began . Despite public declarations of sup
port for the r evolution , many prominent members of the Jewish commu
nity were executed on charges ranging from "agents of international 
Zioni sm" to "tools of Ame r ican imperialism" . As recently as May 
1981 , Rabbi Baroukh Cohen- Sedq of Tehran , his wife and eight other 
Jewish leaders were arrested on the charge of having aided some 

Jewish Iranians to flee the country . 
The Armenians (I r anian Christians) have also been subject to 

religious intimidatio~. In April 1981 , a group of Revolutionary 
Guards and club wielding zealots scormed the Armenian neighbourhood 
of Isfahan , damaging propercy , injuring tens of inhabitants and 

arresting a large number . 
The most unfortunate group however , has been the estimated 350-

500 thousand Baha ' is in Iran . Deprived of recognition as an official 
religion by the "Islamic Constitution" , Baha ' is have been systemati 

cal ly expelled f r om the civil servi ce , their properties have been con
fiscated and even thei r marriages have been declared void . * In Sep
tember 1980 the Revolutionary Court of Yazd sentenced seven Baha ' is 

*The official letter of expulsion of a Baha'i signed by the then 
Minister of Education , Mr . Raja'i , in September 1979 , reads :-
' · •· it should be noted thac the employment of Iranians who are not 
followers of one of the official religions - : slam , Christianity , 
Judaism or Zoroastrianism - is prohibited by law . The termination 
of your services is therefore based on the article of the existing 
law and constitutes the minimum punishment' . 
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to death on charges of "spying for Israel" and "treason to Islam" . 

Among those executed as a spy was Abdul Vahab Kazemi - Manshadi , 85 

yea44 old and !lind. Now the Mullahs have taken their persecution 
of Baha'is one step further : recently a high court upheld the exe
cution of two Ba ha'is sol ely on the grounds of their creed and hen 

ce "active in creating discord and disunity among Moslems" . Taken 
literally , this decision suggests that to be a Baha'i is a erime 
punishable by death . The ruli ng approves all that so far has been 

done to the Baha'is and pronounces legal sanction for future perse
cution of them . 

Unofficial executions and other means of terror have also been 
used against Baha'is . Last February , Professor Hakim , a prominent 
Saha ' i physician was mysteriously murdered in his office in Tehran . 
His property was confiscated by the Revolutionary Guards on the fol 
lowing day . Another Baha'i , Mrs . N. Yarshater , was savagely murde
red in her house last spring . Other means of terror against Baha ' is 
include kidnappings , rapes , etc .. The international community of 
Baha'is puts the total death toll resulting from official and unoffi 
cial executi ons as of the end of July , 1981 , at sevenoy- three . 

VI - DENIAL OF WOMEN'S RIGHTS 

" lhe 4Recitic ta4k ot women in thi4 4ociety i4 to ma44y 

and lea4 child4en . lhey will le di4cou4aged t4om ente-

4ing l e gi4lat i v e, judicial 04 whate v e 4 ca4ee44 which 

may need deci4ion making , a4 women lack the intellectual 

atility and di4Ce4ning judgement 4equi4ed to4 the4e ca-

lxt4act t4om " lhe Que4tion ot Veil", tu Ayatollah 

~utahha4i , a R40m i nent idealogue ot the [4f~mic ReRu!lic 
ot l4an . 

In an attempt to impose a"cultural revolution" on the nation , the 
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Islamic Republic of Iran has systematically taken measures to crush 

all the elements of the social order which are not in conformity 

with its ideological bases . 
Among the victims of this ''cultural revolution" are Iranian 

women , who have suffered the loss of many of the rights and privi
leges they had begun to enjoy in the society . The Family Protec

tion Law of 1967 which had banned polygamy and had served to modify 

the total dominance of men in divorce and child custody has been re 
placed by the codes of Shari'a (Islamic laws) . For instance , accor
ding to the new law , a girl may be married at the age of nine by her 
father or grandfather and her husband may have three other "perma
nent" wives and as many "temporary'' wives as he desires . Ste may 
be divorced at her husband's will , yet can hardly get divorced 

without his consent . 
Although some of the clergy have acknowledged equal rights for 

women in their public statements , facts have been ~o the contrary . 
Many women have lost their jobs since the establishment of the 
Islamic Republic . Hundreds of =emale judges , university pro=essors, 
journalists etc ., have been dismissed . While prior to the revolu
tion many women held legislative , ministerial and high executive 
positions :rn the government, the list today is limited to only one 

woman in the legislature . 
The most flagrant violation of women's rights, however, has 

been the imposition of Hijab (the Islamic code of dress) . Accor 
ding to this code, a woman appearing in public must either wear the 
veil or at least a scarf together with a garment which leaves only 
her hands uncovered . Despite the fact that Hijab has not yet been 
formally enacted , various measures have been taken by the regime to 
enforce it . Civil servants who have not complied with the code have 
been dismissed . Many women who hav~ appeared in public "unveiled" 
have been harrassed , threatened , and occasionally beaten up . The 
demonstrations staged by women against the enforcement of Hijab in 

1979 were dispersed by club wielders and the demonstrators 
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were referred to by the government - controlled media as "prostitutes" 
and ''cabaret dancers" . 

The treatment of women in the Islamic Republic of Iran is yet 

another step taken by the regime to convert the nation into a medie 
val state . I t has forced many educated women into seclusion and has 
left mi llions of less privileged ones at the mercy of cruel and dog
matic edicts befitting the Middle Ages . 

VI I, . - THE NEGATION OF IRANIAN CULTURA L VAL UES ANO THE DESTRUCTION 
OF NATION AL HERITAGE* 

The establishment of the Islamic nepublic in Iran nearly two 
and a half year s ago heralded the beginning of a persistent campaign 
against Iranian culture in all its aspects . The theocratic govern
ment of Ayatoll ah Khomeini has taken the following anti - cultur al 
measur es : 

- All universities and publ ic libraries have been closed down ; 
- More than 3000 daily , weekly , bi - weekly and monthly publi -

cations have been banned . The majority of those which remain 
have beentaken over by Bonyad- e - Mostaz'afin , an ostensibly 

char itabl e foundation control led by the Mullahs and headed 
by Ayat oll ah Khomeini's son- in- l aw ; 

- Publishi ng compani es have been seized by Islamic Committees ; 
- A bl ack list banning al most every major work in Persian lite-

rature has been prepar ed . Similar ly hundreds of foreign 
author s , includi ng Shakespeare , have been blacklisted ; 

- All museums , art gal leries and artistic workshops have been 
looted or closed down ; 

* The following is a summarized and updated version of a detailed 
report prepared by the Committee for the Defence of Iranian Culture . 
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- Thousands of books which are deemed anti - Islamic or anti- revo 
lutionary , belonging to public libraries and universities , 

have been sold by the Government to paper and pulp plants as 

raw material ; 
- Many academic and cultural societies have been closed down ' 
- Music , painting , sculpture , dance , theatre , etc ., have suf -

fered great l osses as a result of the regime's hostile att i

tude towards these forms of the fine a r ts . 

The anti - cultural attitude of t h e theocratic government of Iran 

is deepl y rooted in its ideological bases . In particular , the 
successful conver sion of Iranian society i nto an ''Islam i c Utopia" 
has necessitated che dissipation of its existing culture . 

The most per sistant campaign against Iranian culture has indeed 
been led by Ayatollah Khomeini himself in that he has often instruc 

ted law enforcement bodies or has encour aged the mobs to take <l r as 
tic measures against Iranian cultural activists and institutions . 
In a speech delivered to the Revolutionary Guar ds in November of 

1979 , he stated : 
• ... Yebt e4day the Shah ubed hib gunb againbt the ta i thtul . 

7oday penb a4e ubed aga i nbt lblam . You i4oke thobe gunb 

and now you mubt i4eak thebe penb . We do not need pe nb . 

All we need ib the Ko4an . You4 duty ib to kill and get 

k i lted , to4 bUCh ib the wi ee ot yod" . 

The regime ' s anti- cultural campaign has not been l imi ted to 
the closing down of educational esta blishments , the destruccion 
of books , etc .. I ranian cultural activists in general , and writers , 

poets and scholar s i n particular , have been the target of ruthless 
persecuti on . Hundreds of intellectuals are imprisoned and tens of 
thousands have been forced into exile . Many have been harrassed , 
beaten up , kidnappeo - t heir proper t i es confiscated or set on fire . 
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Many others have been murdered or executed . As recently as June 
20, 1981 , Saiid Soltanpour , a prominent poet and playwright , was 

executed solely on the basis of his beliefs . Ali Asqar Amirani , 

a famous journalist , also faced the firing squad on the same day . 
The list of the cultural activists executed on various charges 

further includes : Esmail Raeen, Cyrus Tahbaz, Cyrus Moshfeqi and 
Mrs . Ziba Farhang . 

IX - CONCLUDING RE~ARKS 

Faith in fundamental human rights and in the worth of the 
human person , is intrinsic to the nature of man . The right to a 
fair trial , equality before the law , protection against arbitrary 
arrest, freedom of thought , conscience, religion, opinion and ex
pression are only few of the ~undamental privileges to which every 
man is entitled . The Islamic Republic nonetheless, has shown no 
respect for these human rights of its citizens . It has viola~ed 
them systematically and extensively . 

But if our faith in human rights and the inherent dignity of 
mankind is ultimately derived from our concern for the well being 
of human beings , then the preceding sections have unvailed but a 
fraction of the suffering and hardship which Iranians have expe 
rienced in post - revolutionary Iran . Liberty has been lost in more 
than the political or ideological spheres . People have lost the 

freedom to travel , to seek knowledge or even to choose what they 
~ear, eat or drink . Their right to own property - by testimony 
of the thousands of examples of private properties confiscated or 
nationalized - has been violated . Hundreds of thousands of educated 
individuals have been deprived of employment on various pretexts or 
have chosen self exile due to the social,political and economic 
chaos prevailing in the country . More than a third of the work 
force is unemployed . Inflation , particularly on food items and 
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necessities , is running at triple digit figures . Shortages and 

ration lines have become a fact of life . The inherent incompe
tence or unwillingness of the theocratic regime to deal with the 
needs of the people in the twentieth century has created an alar 

ming decline in the state of national welfare, where everyone -

rich or poor , young or old , Muslim or non- Muslim - has lost . 
The state of human rights , civil liberties and hence social 

welfare continues to deteriorate in Iran . As discontent with the 
theocracy mounts , the regime increasingly relies on violent means 
to maintain its power . The persistence of this vicious circle 

will bear grave and irrevocable consequences . 

* * * 



APPENDIX I 

From Atlantic Monthly , Among the Believers 
Khalkhalli had recently been giving interviews, em

phasizing his activities as judge, and a story in Tehran 
was that he had fallen out of favor and was tryint 
through these interviews to keep his reputation alive. He 
told the Tehran Times that he had "probably" sentenced 
four hundred people to deat h in Tehran: "On some 
nights, he said, bodies of 30 or more people would be sent 
out in trucks from the prison. He claimed he had also 
signed the death warrants of a large number of people in 
Khuzistan Province." Khuzistan was the Arab province 
in the southwest, where the oil was. 

r===="""""-== =;;.:P.,;:---=~---===
TIME- -- Tll'EWEllt.Yl'il:~"21""1 
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Terror in the Name of God 
The mullahs impo~their will with a vengeance • 

0 UUlffl. ...,, 01,na tl,q ('C)JIIMII/ U11 ,OU ~J -At:dMaaft 8arusa4r· 

p.,a,ds tqan IO blmd.lold lhtm. <be a,r1s 
SWUd cbanun,, "'Oath to (ueirfm! 
Dca.tb-.(J.o Khome ini!" ~ 

He told another paper that there had been a plot
worked out in the South Korean Embassy-to rescue 
Hoveyda, the Shah's prime minister, and other impor
tant people from the Tehran jail. As soon as he, Khal
khalli, had heard of this plot he had decided-to deal a 
blow to the CIA and Zionism-to bring forward the 
cases. "! reviewed all their cases in one night and had 
them face the firing squad." He told the Tehran Time, 
how Hoveyda had died. The first bullet hit Hoveyda in 
the neck; it didn't kill him. Hoveyda was then ordered by 
his executioner- a priest-to hold his head up; the sec
ond bullet hit him in the head and killed him. 

Thar crime WU that _they bad dcm
onsttatod A,pJJ)$l the dm:nisaaJ of 

Bl.tusa4r from Ill$ poa as Pra.idient o( the 
llilUion. The lala.mic .iudae who-.i~ ... 
Uliem-Ayatullah Mom.mmadi G ilaAi 
-did not ~ 1coow who they were. 'Tbc 
nr.dve prts. I.be oidcll 18, the others ...,_ 
det 16. n.fused '° Identify tbetmelvet m 
court. W'bea Gilani uted thcit' na.me:s:
eacb tn tum replJ,ed.. "Mv;olud-lCnad

,.et •. To the que:Mioa "CtuJd or.- each ~ 
-· -n., _..o11ran.- Gila,u ...... 
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• borr' COocf i$ gre:al) Then the nJlcs 
• l'Ol.rcd. Three da)'S la&.er. the c:letgy
conl.rolkd oewspapcr Et~loOJ pnnted 
the girts• pictures wtlb a t.ene. mesaaa,e 
asbng I.he pa.rents to c:aU for the bodlQ 
The pm:fttl Should bring. the pepe:r- aid. 
.""111 ~ bcari .. lbcir (the_, 
Pltl'WU,.'" At,1, praaconfc:rcace(iilafti de. 
[aided I.be tna1s and ~ ol I.be 
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From New York Times. July 4 , 1980 . 
·:· ---

Four in: Iran Executed by Stoning 
• • • • ··--- - . ·•· . . 

. . ... --. ...... /.:-. ~; .. ··_.--:..;,.... .... . ..,, • • .... ..! 

. . :~ - ., ..... 
• T)oHERAN, Inn: :.Iuly 3- Four Ira- TIie revival of the ancient Islamic ex

lllam convicted of sexual offenses were ecutlan by rtanlng, a traditional punlsh
b<iried up to tlldr cbests today and staDed ment for adultery and gross sexual 

•to death, with tbe presiding Judge of. a crimes that has fallen out of use, was d.,_ 
revolutionazy O)UJ't. casting tbe 11nt scribed by the Kerman couzt official as 

• stcme. •_. • ...... ~ '· • ' •• ,,--- • •· ... ... • not ne se:rlly cormected with Ayatollah 
.. -The eucuilans, the.first In memocy to Kbomelnl's demands for gn,ater Islami-
bave been carried.out iD Iran under the zalian. : ' 
old traditions of Islam, took place In the 

··southem t0Wll of Kerman. A 0)UJ't offi
cial, reached by telephone, said It took 
the 0Xldemned prisCllers- two men and 
two women-IS minutes to die. • 

Following tbe Lan of Islam 
But when aaked why that form of ex

ecutloa bad oot previously been Imposed 
by Iranian revolutionary courts, be said, 
" Perhaps it's because they haven't been 

·, -'- followtn&!he'pr,:,perla.,..otlslam, • 
• The official Pan press agency said the. Describing the l)t'Ollllnltlans for What 
revolutionary couzt .bad amvicted tile be called the "ceremony" or execution, 
wometi of prost1tut1011 and of deceiving the offldal ..rald' leading local Z.Jam!c , 
-m• girls one man ol bomooemality clergymen were ll!vlred to Visit the COi>
, -- ' • demned yesterday, and the prisoners 
andadulteryandtbeolherofra~a 1~ were washed and clothed In wbite gar
year~ld girl. Stones ranging In su:e from men ts that · completely enveloped their 
wallluts to apples bad been gathered tor bodies. 
the executl,om. ;and five people Joined in The prisoners ,-ere abo nw.ted In 
.Jwrllng them at each of the condemned. • • c:eremOtllal "hoods of the dead," the ofti, 
• The c:ourt-olliclal said that the two: clal ....,ton. before they were b<iried u p 

women, both about 50 years old and mar- to their chests and stoned. When they 
ried, bad beeomvoi.-ed 1n prostitution tor ""re dead, praye,J ,..re said, and they 
20 years with one ol the men. Accordl.ng were buried. • . 

i-to the Teberan.radio, ·t,e was a worker ==== ========;;;,;:;;= 
•with six children. lbeother man was said 
!)) be a DWTled tamier .at about 22. , . 
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AP?ENDIX II 

Excerpts from the "Bill of Vengeance": 

Article 1 Murder, if premeditated is subject to Q_ASSAS [vengeance], and the 
parent, guardian or the next- of-kin of the victim mav, subject to the approval 
of an Islamic judge or his representative, slay the murderer in accordance 
with the stipulation that will be stated. 

Article 5 If a Moslem man intentionally murders a Moslem woman, he shall 
be subject to vengeance. However, the parent or guardian of the victim must 
first pay the murderer half of his "KHOON-BAHA" [lit. "blood-worth"--the value 
of his life], before he is executed. 

Article 6 If a Moslem woman intentionally murders a 1-'.oslem man, she shall 
be subject to vengeance. No KHOON-BAHA is due in this case. 

Article 7 
he shall be 
religions. 
pay half of 

If an infidel (non-MOslem) intentionally murders another infidel, 
subject to vengeance, even if the two infidels are of different 
However, if the victim is a female, her parent or guardian must 
the KHOON-BAHA to the murderer before he is executed. 

Article 11 Should an injury inflicted by a first person be such that the 
victim is on the verge of death and breathing his last breath of life, then 
a second person who severs the victim's head or does something of this nature 
to the victim's body resulting in death, is not subject to vengeance. only 
the first person is subject to vengeance. 

Article 14 In any instance which an amount of penalty- money must be paid 
to a murderer, upon whom vengeance is to be taken, the payment of the penalty
money must be made before the act of vengeance [his execution). 

Article 23 Murder is subject to vengeance only if the victim is innocent 
as regarded by Islamic law. There are cases where the victim is deserving 
of death: e.g. , he has profaned the Prophet Mohammad, his daughter or the 
holy !mans; or if a husband has caught his wife in an act of adultery (in 
which case he may kill the parties involved); or in case of self-defence . 
In such instances, the murderer shall not be subject to vengeance. 

Article 57 Amputation of a limb, or an injury to it, if premeditated, is 
subject to vengeance. Accordingly, the parents, guardian or the next- of-kin 
of the victim may, subject to the approval of an Islamic judge or his repre
sentative, carry out the vengeance in keepinq with the stipulations set by 
the Islamic judge. 

Article 63 An injury which is inflicted upon a criminal by way of vengeance, 
must be equal in width and length to the injury suffered by the victim. The 
depth of the retaliatory wound must also be equal to that of the victim's 
wound. However, if it is a head wound that penetrates the victim's skull, 
it is not necessary to have a retaliatory wound that is equal in depth 
(to that of the victim's); it is sufficient to inflict a closely- resembling 
injury upon the criminal. 



Excerpts from the "Bill of Vengeance 11 continued: 

Article 65 Vengeance of bodily inj ury may be performed immediately after 
the crime is committed; it is not necessary to await the result of the 
victim's wo1.md. If then, the victim's wound results in his death after 
the criminal had been punished for causing injury, the criminal must be 
subject to vengeance for premeditated murder. However, before his execution, 
he must be paid penalty-money for the punishment he received as the original 
vengeance (which was only for injury, not for murder ) . 

Article 66 To preserve fairness, the extent of the injury must be measured 
accurately. Accordingly, any covering which obscures or prevents such a 
measuring must be removed. For instance, hair that covers the organ to be 
wounded must be shaved off. In addition, if the criminal's resistance at 
the time when the sentence is being carried out may cause an increase in 
the extent of the retaliatory wound, his hands and feet must be bound. 

Article 78 If a person breaks or extracts another person's tooth, he shall 
be subject to vengeance, taking into account the nature of the injury he 
has inflicted upon the victim. If the victim grows another identical tooth, 
the injurer shall only be subject to blame. On the other hand, if the newly
grown tooth is imperfect, the injurer must pay a compensation equal to the 
discrepancy between the values of the original and the new tooth. 
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LETTERS 
DEATH IN IRAN 
To th~ Edi1on: 

On JWl• 22, 1981, Saeed Sullanpcur wa.s exe
cuted by faring squad. Ooe of Iran's leadill$ 
poetS and pla)'Wrighl.5, SultanpOUr was a,. 
rested in April and charged with illegal tnJ. 
ftckin& in foreign exchange. If, in fact, such 
a crime had been committed. dealb seems 
hardly the appropriate punishment. Yet, even 
more alarming, his CXCC'Urion has impeUed the 
entire intellectual and v.Titing community of 
I.ran co sec.It hiding- a development whitb 
suggests -Sultanpaur's real crime was the 
frank expression of opinions, and his sen• 
tenc:e, a death knell for those who have 
ope.nly criticized the p0lic:ics of the present 
Iranian regime. 

Earlier this year, Sultanpour joined approx• 
imately one bundrtd olber distinguished 
writcn and im.eUectuals in signing a.od circu• 
lating an open letter to the people of Iran 
published in The New York Relliiew of June 
11 . Thi$ letter was s.upponive of the revoJu. 
tion but highly aitkal of the Iranian govern~ 
mcnt's suppression of human a.nd democratic 
rights and of its blatant disdain of an and 
cuJture. Within the pa.st year in Iran, a 
virulent C3mpaign has bttn wogcd by the 
cler-gy-dominatcd government to $ilcoce 
political djscussion and ceJl$.Or cultural ex• 
press-ion. Uoi"ersities, libraries. and museums 
have bttn closed, books have been destroyed, 
and ihc practice of all an forms threatened. 
Joumali.sLS ha-.·e been removed from their 
newspapers. Independent publishing houses 
and professional associations, such as lh-c 
Writers Association of Iran-on whose c.x
ecutive boa.rd Saeed SuhanpOur ser,ed- have 
all been taken over by the Iranian govem
mem. PoetS, scholars. journalists, and pub
lishers now fear fort.heir li ... es. 

We, writers and scholars from many coun
uies and of various politicaJ perspectives, 
join in our concern for the pr«arious exist
ence of these men and ....,omen. The pall that 
has descended upon a vibrant cultural and in
tellectual life should not be tolerated by 
anyone who values the free exchange of ide.as 
as an irreducible human nght. We appeal to 
our colleaguts in all nanons to urge their 
governments co protest the harassment and 
repression of the Iranian inccllectual com
munity and to demand that the rulers of !ran 
account for this indefensible violation of the 
rig.he co cultural integrity and peaceful expres• 
sion. (The following is a partial list of 
siiJ>ers.) 

Walt,r Abish. Aijaz Ahmad, Eqbal Ahmad, 
Edward Albtt, John Ashbtry, John Barth, 
Donald Bartbtlmc, Hrinrich BOU, Kamal 
Bou.Data. Ampit Cwtztt, Hto..ry Stttle Com~ 
ruger, Edmundo Desnoes, E. l. Doctorow, 
Rlilpb Ellison, Rkbard falk, Jules Ftiffu, 
Leslie fiedl,r, franttS fll:lG<rald, Eliot 
Frtmont-Smilb, Jobo Gardntr, Ric:bsrd Gil
man, Nadjoe Gordimtt, Frandat d1;1 Pless.ix 
Gray, Jeny Koslnskl. Bunard Malamud, 
Arthur Miller, Lt""'is Mum.lord, Joytt Carol 
Oare,, AJao P111100, Chaim Po1ok, 0.Yid 
Rabe. Philip Roth. Edwan! W. Slld, Arthur 
Schlesinger Jr., Mary Lee Stttlt-, B.F. Skin
ntr, Mark Stnod, Btirt>tira Tuch.ma.a. John 
Updike, Ems1 "--ao Hettdtn, Mario Vargas 
Uosa, Derek Wakon, Ptr Wistbf'rt. El~ 
Wiesd, Will.tam AppJelUD Williams 




