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Mr. Orr: Yes, that is correct.

Dr. Hendron: I have a fair experience of community work in Belfast
also, having spent 20 years in West Belfast, and my question to you
here in terms of your knowledge of East Belfast or through the five
people who have written this document is: do you see any
differences really or what do you see as the difference in fact
between the people in East Belfast and West Belfast? What
difference do you think the people who wrote this document would
see between East and West Belfast?

Mr. Orr: I have worked in East Belfast for a number of years and I
am very actively engaged. As you will know, as well as the strongly
Unionist areas of East Belfast there is asizeable grouping around the
Short Strand and Seaforde Street of Nationalist people. I work over
the border between the two communities and I have crossed, so far
very happily, the border between communities. I speak to and know
people on both sides of those groupings. I speak honestly with them
and I hope they speak honestly with me. I think I know the feeling
that people in East Belfast —

Dr. Hendron: Sorry, my question is what difference do you see
between the people living in Protestant, Loyalist, Unionist East
Belfast and the people of West Belfast? I am aware of the Short
Strand. I am speaking of those two areas. The reason I ask that is
because the feelings in East Belfast can be mirrored in any other part
of the North. Equally so in the case of West Belfast. So, there are
community workers there and I am asking specifically on that
question.

Mr. Orr: Sorry, I did not quite get the question. To answer, my own
personal feeling is — and this is the sad thing — that, scratch the
surface between the people in East Belfast and the people in West
Belfast and there is very little difference. They are people with the
same problems, people with unemployment problems, people with
all sorts of social and family problems. They are people on both
sides who take very strong views largely by virtue of the area in which
they happen to be born.

Dr. Hendron: If you do not mind me stopping you at that point —
what I am really saying here in the difference between the two is that
if East Belfast is strongly Protestant and Unionist, with their
heritage and so on, we have nothing but respect for them. West
Belfast is also working class, unemployed people and the vast
majority of them are Nationalist. It isa fact of life that they are so as
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it is a fact that East Belfast people feel that they are Unionist. If you
meet them together they seem to have very much in common — of
that there is no doubt — except that some years ago there was
massive unemployment, as there still is, in West Belfast whereas in
East Belfast with the shipyards and all that, unemployment was not
a problem. But in West Belfast, the point I make is that the people
there are Nationalist; they have been Nationalist all along the line.
There is nothing new about it. I am disappointed that this document
makes no reference to the Nationalist community in the North. I will
move on from that but I am sure you will accept and you believe in
democracy and I am sure the people who wrote this document would
agree with it also. I notice that in the document they define

reconciliation as ‘‘to make onself no longer opposed. . . .”” Then
they interpret that as of one community only. Obviously,
reconciliation as ‘‘to make oneself no longer opposed. . . .”” Then

therefore on the question of democracy I will define that and if it is
government by the people — throughout this document there is talk
of majority rule: democracy of course is to do with consensus — I
am putting it to you that there never has been consensus from the
time the state of Northern Ireland was set up. The reason there has
not been consensus is because the Nationalist minority in the Six
counties never gave that consent. I am not talking about the
Provisional IRA whom we all abhor here and all other
paramilitaries, include the UVF and UDA. You do not have
consensus. I am asking do you accept that point?

Mr. Orr: I accept your point entirely, yes. I would make just this
point in answer, that those documents were written with this
background, that this group of people who received their invitation
to come down here before I joined them, as I understand it were
asked to come down to express a Unionist view, which they did. I
would agree with you entirely that it is a more than somewhat biased
view. It stresses a Unionist point of view but this is to some extent
due to the conditions under which they were asked to come down. I
cannot remember all the documents but there is, I think, a
recognitionin some, if not, certainly an opinion was expressed in my
hearing, that this particular group themselves would be willing and
happy to see a form of power-sharing in the government of
Northern Ireland.

Dr. Hendron: Mr. Orr, I take your point and I do not mean to be
rude but the Chairman is already waving at me. There is a profound
statement in your document that the terrorist does not support the
Southern Ireland Government but the Southern Ireland
Government supports the terrorist. Do you believe that?
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