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ID# 456901 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 
INCOMING 

~ ~~ 

DATE RECEIVED: DECEMBER 29, 1986 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE HAROLD A. PIERCE 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 10, 1987 

Dear Mayor Pierce: 

On behalf of the President, I want to thank you for your recent 
letter of strong support. It is gratifying to see so many 
Americans rally behind the President, and it is most appreciated. 

It there is anything that my office can do for you please don't 
hesitate to contact me. 

Continue your good work. 

incerel , .~ 

Cristena L. Bach 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorable Harold A. Pierce 
Mayor of Marinette 
Post Office Box 135 
Marinette, Wisconsin 54143 
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HAROLD A. PIERCE 

December 22, 1986 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I would like you to know that I stand .~b~e~s~1~·d= ---~o~u=-­
on the Iran Contra situation. - --·--------- .,, ___ ..... ---
I cannot help but feel that if Lieutenant Colonel 
Oliver North's greatest offense was in defense of 
liberty, then it would seem that he should receive 
a metal that you had previously mentioned. 

Mr. President, the Congress is much like my City 
Council, they have the power of the vote, but not 
always the wisdom to exercise it properly. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you 
and Mrs. Reagan a very happy and joyous holiday 
and may God bless you. 

Please accept my very best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Harold A. Pierce 
M A Y O R 

HAP/cjk 

0( 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: DECEMBER 29, 1986 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. GEORGE T. STACK 
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,/pJWallison 
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January 21, 1987 

Dear Mr. Stack: 

Thank you for your letter dated December 20, 1986, addressed to 
the President, which has been referred to me for response. 

The President has asked me to convey his deepest gratitude for 
the expression of support from your detachment. I am certain 
that you will find your confidence in the President justified by 
the Administration's accomplishments during the remaining two 
years on both the domestic and foreign policy fronts. 

Again, thank you for writing. 

Commandant George T. Stack 
Capt. R. L. Green Detachment 
Department of Pennsylvania 
Marine Corps League 
P. O. Box 121 
Titusville, Pennsylvania 16354 

Sincerely, 

ORIGIN/.~ SiGiffO BY PJW 

Peter J. Wallison 
Counsel to the President 



TH E WHITE HOUSE 

W ASHINGTON 

January 21, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR PETER J. WALLISON 

c . CHRISTOPHER coY7t7P' -

Iran Corresponde~~ommandant ,, 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 
George T . Stack 

The attached letter for your signature is a variation of our 
standard response. 
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INCORPORATED BY ACT OF CONGRESS 

Department of Pennsylvania - Marine Corps League 

COMMANDANT From the Office of __________________ _ 

Capt. R. L. Green Detachment 
Department of Pennsylvania 
Marine Corps League 

President Ronald Reagan 
United States of America 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

P. O. Box 121 
Titusville, PA 16354 

20 December 1986 

Dear President and Commander-in-Chief: 

On 16 December 1986, at the last meeting of the Captain 
Robert Lee Green Detachment, Department of Pennsylvania , 
Marine Corps League, the detachment voted to support and 
stand behind you on the Iran-Contra affair. -- -- - --

We fully endorse aid to the Contras in Nicaragua, and 
improving relations with Iran. 

It is important and vital to our National security and 
the free world that the spread of communism be prevented 
in both of these countries. 

Wishing you continued success and good health; 

Semper Fidelis , 

GTS/dp 

~T~ 
George T. Stack 
Commandant 

"ONCE A MARINE, ALWAYS A MARINE" 

. ' .,. . 
·. .) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 
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Bulgarian National Front, Inc. 
CENTRAL EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Founded 194 7 
DR. IVAN DOCHEFF 

Honorary President 
MAIUHO AOOllESS : 

INCOll,.OIIAffO IN TH• IITATa OF Nl:W YOIII< 

NOYll'M9lnl 7, 19118 

NON P'IIOP'IT 01tOANIZAT10N 

ILLINOle asso7. NOYU .. 1:11 HI, 1982 

TIIAD• MARI< RaateTIIATION "IIORIIA" 

N.Y. S8R-tt0SI, NDYKMBKII ao. 1087 

DR. IV AN DOCHEFF 
P.O. BOX 703 

MANAHAWKIN, NJ. 08050 
U.S.A. 

December 27,1986 

Hon. Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States of Ameri ca 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Reagan, 

Wishing you a happy and successful New Year I want 

to tell you, on behalf of all the members of the Bul garian 

National Front, Inc. and myself, that all this noise which 

the media and the democratic opposition makes re garding sending 

arms to Iran and supporting the Nicaraguans Freedom Fighters, 
does not and will not change our co mmitment to support you . --- - ---- --

We know that all this is nothing but an a ttemp t to under-
mine your popularity and gain a chance to win the election. 

We believe that you will not let them break you and will 

succe ssfully co mplete your term, ~nd we , all to gether, again 

will win t he White House in 1988 . 

God bless you. 

~7;~:,:::,s ' 
1!. Ivan Do cheff 

Honorary President 
Bulgarian National Front, I n c. 

I 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: DECEMBER 30, 1986 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE JAMES G. MILES 

SUBJECT: WRITES IN SUPPORT OF THE IRAN/CONTRA ISSUE 

ACTION 

ID# 456952 

DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD 

KAE RAIRDIN ORG 86/12/30 \<..\LIZ- .B nJ_, 1 ti!.. 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

I I I --- ---REFERRAL NOTE: 
I I - ---REFERRAL NOTE: 

---REFERRAL NOTE: 
I I I I --- --- -REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 2200 

IA MAIL USER CODES: (A) (B) (C) ----- ------ ------

*********************************************************************** 
*ACTION CODES: *DISPOSITION *OUTGOING * 
* * *CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED *TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL * OF SIGN'ER * 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED * CODE = A * 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED *COMPLETED = DATE OF * 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* * OUTGOING * 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * * * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * * * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * * * 
*********************************************************************** 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 

AB 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January, 14, 1987 

Dear Senator Miles: 

On behalf of the President, I want to thank you for your kind 
letter of support for him concerning the Iran situation. I know 
how much the President appreciates your patriotism and words of 
encouragement. 

Please be assured that your comments will be shared with the 
President, and I know he will appreciate your support during this 
time. 

Again, thank you for taking the time to send your important 
message. If I can be of any assistance in the future on other 
matters, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

'rl. ~ r_,,__ 
K. Kae Rairdin 

Special Assistant to the President 
for Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorable James G. Miles 
Member of the Legislature of the 

Commonwealth of Guam 
P.O. Box CB-1 
Agana, Guam 96910 



JAMES G. MILES 
Senator 

12 December 1986 

~igfrteentfr @uam ]fiegi~lature 
J.®. ~ ox QI~-1 

/\gmrn, (~ ua~ ,.~~/\- 9691 0 

Office of the President 
Washington, D.C. 20270 

Dear President Reagan: 

lf ~ 

The ''better Red than dead" segment of the news media has, as usual, made a mountain 
out of a mole hill as evidenced by the so-called Iran/Contra flap. 

In any event, I just wanted to let you know that I fully support what you were attempting 
to accomplish in Ir . I'm convinced that it would have resulted in an early release of 
hos ages and paved the way for an improved dialogue with moderate factions in Iran. 
Objectives clearly in the best interests of America and world peace. 

As far as support of the Contras is concerned, America should provide whatever it takes 
to insure the defeat of communist supported force in Nicaragua. Even if it means direr.t 
combat support by U.S. forces. 

Keep up the good work Mr. president and God Bless. 

Sincerely yours, 

E a.~ 
G. MILES 

JGM.rr 
cc: Congressman Ben Blaz 

Phone: 472-3420 / 427 
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T H E WH I TE H O USE 

WASH INGTON 

January 12, 1987 

Dear Jim: 

~6--7tJ,:;1/ 

CCJ~?I 

This is a late answer to your kind and warm 
letter of December 11, but it has only just 
arrived at my desk. That happens back here 
many times. Let me give you a clear channel. 
Letters reach me on schedule if you put on 
the front of the envelope, c/o Kathy Osborne. 

Jim, thank you for writing as you did. Nancy 
and I are most grateful. I'd like to read your 
views on the Middle East if it isn't too much 
trouble. Again, thanks. 

Mr. James M. Hall 
2922 Owen Street 

Sincerely, 

San Diego, California 92106 

f'fLt 8 70113 

ION 
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December 24, 1986 

Dear Ann: 

Your message has just reached my desk, and 
I want you to know that I'm proud and more 
than a little grateful to have you on my side. 
Your friendship and support make it all 
worthwhile. 

Thank you for thinking of me. May God bless 
you and Ralph during this holy season and 
throughout the coming year. 

Sincerely, A 
HO?JAUJ REAGAN 

Mrs. Ralph E. Becker 
Apartment 1530 
4000 Massachusetts A venue, N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20016 

RR/CAD/AVH/ckbf7 
P-210 

87 0102 
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ID# 457079 
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January 20, 1987 

Dear Judge Newell: 

P-6w; ccc: jmy . 
~ JWallison 
CCCox 
Chron. 

Your letter dated December 19, 1986, addressed to the President, 
has been referred to this office for response. 

Please be assured that the views expressed ~n your letter are not 
only appreciated, but will be considered in the execution of the 
President's policy in the months ahead. The President has asked 
me to conv e y his sincerest appreciation for your expression of 
s upport and f or the advice contained in your letter. 

Aga i n, t hank you for your thoughtfulness and concern in writing. 
I am s ure that your confidence in the President will be justified 
by the progress of the Administration in pursuing its domestic 
and f oreign policy goals during the remaining two years of the 
Administration. 

Sincerely, 

ORIGIN/:L s:Gr~tD BY PJW 
Peter J. Wallison 
Counsel to the President 

The Honorable Paul A. Newell 
The Second Judicial District Court 
P. o. Box 179 
Homer, Louisiana 71040 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT : 

TH E WHITE HOUSE 

W ASHINGTON 

January 20, 1987 

PETER J. WALLISON 

./ 1 ;, c. CHRISTOPHER co~ 
/ 

/ 
Iran Correspondence From General Public 

The attached letter for your recommended use thanks the 
correspondent for his advice concerning how the President should 
respond to the Iran/Contra controversy. 
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PARISHES OF BIENVILLE,CLAIBORNE AND JACKSON 

P A UL A . NEWELL 

JUDGE 

~~m~~, 1!J~ui1dumi ttn4n 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20020 

Dear President Reagan: 

December 19, 1986 

P. O. BOX 179 

3/8-927-355 0 

3/8-624-043 1 

I am sure that you read only specific letters, those being recommended to 
you by the third or fourth level of those whose responsibility it is to priori­
tize correspondence. The rest are summarized for you in some statistical form. 
That is how it should be, of course. 

Nevertheless, having just read Professor Irving Kristal's contribution to 
the Wednesday, December 17, 1986, Wall Street Journal, I am remi nded of a prior 
letter or two from me to you telling you that you should not let advisers 
influence you against your own best instincts. Over the history of your politi­
cal life, your instincts have been unimaginably accurate. 

I have the feeling that you have not followed your instincts again in the 
current effort by the news media and Congressmen to make something inconsequen­
tial appear to be very consequential. It just seems to me that your instinctive 
response would have been: 

1. Foreign policy is my business, not anyone else's. The people elected 
me President because they had confidence in my ability to do what was 
right for our country. I can tell you that the geographical and geo­
political position of Iran makes the nation and its government of 
utmost importance to western civilization and our nation and that we 
ultimately expect that nation to contribute to the stability of the 
Near East. I will do everything ligitimately within my power to 
accomplish that end. We try to work closely with our allies; if they 
have any complaints about what we do, they will communicate it to me 
and we will evaluate these complaints as friends who respect one 
another will do. 

2. On the diversion of funds to assist the freedom fighters (whom the news 
media like to derogate as "Contras II in contrast to The New York Times 
calling Castro the "George Washington of Cuba" as they aided and 
abetted his enslavement of the Cuban people), I do not intend to do or 
encourage anything illegal. I have adequate authority as President of 
the United States to put the Sandinistas out of business if I concluded 
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that they had become such a threat to our security and the security of 
our allies that harsh measures were necessary. I have not reached that 
point and do not foresee the Sandinistas becoming that monumental a 
threat within the near future, primarily because of the support 
Congress and the people of the United States have given me in helping 
the freedom fighters in Nicaragua. 

Therefore, I can assure you that I did not authorize, encourage, nor 
know that funds were being diverted to sources interested in assisting 
the freedom fighters. It matters not to me that the persons respon­
sible may have been well-intended. I will countenance neither a viola­
tion of law nor a violation of the spirit of the law. A significant 
majority of Congress has shown its confidence in me by supporting my 
programs to assist the freedom fighters and I wi 11 do whatever is 
necessary to assure them and the people of the United States that their 
confidence is we 11 pl aced. We wi 11 find out what happened, who is 
responsible and will take appropriate action, including such remedies 
as will give us greater assurance that there will be no repetition of 
such an abuse. 

Even if you knew or had authorized the diversion of funds, the vast 
majority of our people (not the media under any circumstances!) would be 
satisfied by a candid admission, justification and assurance. 

Paul A. Newell 

PAN:ds 
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PAUL A. NEWELL 
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The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20020 

Dear President Reagan: 

December 19, 1986 

P. O . B OX 179 

3 18 -927- 3 550 

318 - 624 - 0431 

I am sure that you read only specific letters, those being recommended to 
you by the third or fourth level of those whose responsibility it is to priori­
tize correspondence. The rest are summarized for you in some statistical form. 
That is how it should be, of course. 

Nevertheless, having just read Professor Irving Kristol 1s contribution to 
the Wednesday, December 17, 1986, Wall Street Journal, I am reminded of a prior 
letter or two from me to you telling you that you should not let advisers 
influence you against your own best instincts. Over the history of your politi­
cal life, your instincts have been unimaginably accurate. 

I have the feeling that you have not followed your instincts again in the 
current effort by the news media and Congressmen to make something inconsequen­
tial appear to be very consequential. It just seems to me that your instinctive 
response would have been: 

1. Foreign policy is my business, not anyone else 1s. The people elected 
me President because they had confidence in my ability to do what was 
right for our country. I can tell you that the geographical and geo­
political position of Iran makes the nation and its government of 
utmost importance to western ci vi 1 i zati on and our nation and that we 
ultimately expect that nation to contribute to the stability of the 
Near East. I will do everything ligitimately within my power to 
accomp1ish that end. We try to work closely with our allies; if they 
have any complaints about what we do, they will communicate it to me 
·and we wi 11 ev a 1 uate these comp 1 a i nts as friends who respect one 
another will do. 

2. On the diversion of funds to assist the freedom fighters (whom the news 
media 1 i ke to derogate as 11 Contras 11 in contrast to The New York Times 
calling Castro the 11 George Washington of Cuba 11 as they aided and 
abetted his enslavement of the Cuban people), I do not intend to do or 
encourage anything illegal. I have adequate authority as President of 
the United States to put the Sandinistas out of business if I concluded 
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that they had become such a threat to our security and the security of 
our allies that harsh measures were necessary. I have not reached that 
point and do not foresee the Sandinistas becoming that monumental a 
threat within the near future, primarily because of the support 
Congress and the people of the United States have given me in helping 
the freedom fighters in Nicaragua. 

Therefore, I can assure you that I did not authorize, encourage, nor 
know that funds were being diverted to sources interested in assisting 
the freedom fighters. It matters not to me that the persons respon­
sible may have been well-intended. I will countenance neither a viola­
tion of law nor a violation of the spirit of the law. A significant 
majority of Congress has shown its confidence in me by supporting my 
programs to assist the freedom fighters and I wi 11 do whatever is 
necessary to assure them and the people of the United States that their 
confidence is well placed. We will find out what happened, who is 
responsible and will take appropriate action, including such remedies 
as will give us greater assurance that there will be no repetition of 
such an abuse. 

Even if you knew or had authorized the diversion of funds, the vast 
majority of our people (not the media under any circumstances!) would be 
satisfied by a cand i d admission, justification and assurance. 

Paul A. Newe 11 

PAN:ds 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 18, 1987 

Dear Mr. Head, 

Thank you for your recent letter of support 
for the President. We are pleased that you 
have taken the time to share your views 
with us. 

The President truly appreciates hearing 
from friends such as you who share his 
concerns and hopes for the future. 

Sincerely, 

~~)¼Lu-<: 
Sue Mathis Richard 

Director, Office of Media Relations 

Mr. James D. Head 
King Features 
235 East 45th Street 
New York, NY 10017 

SMR:lh 
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JAMES D. HEAD 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR 

CABLE ADDRESS : KINGSYN NEW YORK 

President Ronald Reagan 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan, 

December 19, 1986 

Pat Buchanan spoke for a lot of Americans when 
he defended you so strongly last week. This is 
a proud, strong country with a leader to match. 

AREA CODE 212 - 682 -5600 

People should tell you that but as you know only 
too well there are always more brickbats than bouquets. 
My family and friends are glad you are the man in 
the White House. We pray that next year will be a 
great one for you and our country. 

I told Pat Buchanan someone should have a poll taken 
on the public's attitude toward the press in the 
Iran-contra furor. I'd be fascinated to see what 
kind of play it got in the press and on TV. I also 
told him when and if he decides to resume column 
writing we'd like to have him do it at King Features. 
That, you'll remember, is where you did your columning 
not too many years ago. 

With every best wish, Mr. President. 

Sincerely, 
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January 8, 1987 

Dear Mr. Purcell: 

Your message has just reached my desk, and 
I want you to know that I'm proud and more 
than a little grateful to have you on my side. 
Your friendship and support make it all 
worthwhile . 

Thank you for thinking of me. With my warm 
best wishes, 

Sincerely, 
/1-

tfflNALU _ REAGAN 

Mr. Donald E . Purcell 
President 
Portable Power Equipment 

Manufacturers Association 
Suite 514 
4720 Montgomery Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

RR/CAD/ AVH/jzf4 
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DONALD E . PURCELL 
PRESIDENT 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

no-l Coded - RNNR. 

PORTABLE POWER EQUIPMENT 

MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 

December 30, 1986 

To get the New Year off to a good start, I am writing a 
few family and friends. I thought I would drop you a line 

~~~-~-~.~~e 9..~~~~~~~~~~ t~ th:_ ~~~-~~~-:~a::fu:~~.~"~-~~.:~;~ in: 

:~ 1: ~-~-~ ~t~t ~~--- ;~!~-.. ~~rp? °rf ~f~irf~~:~½:h:l:€~6if~A1~~¼1J§l~.~i 5:h.t9-·· 
To put my thoughts in perspective, you should know that 

I am a former Democrat, and that I have benefited in a 
substantial manner from Democratic patronage after corning to 
Washington in the mid 1960's to complete my studies. For 
over four years, as an undergraduate and law student, I was a 
policeman on the Capitol Police Force. The job was 
particularly important to me because I had to support my wife 
and son while finishing my studies. 

Although I remained loyal to the Democrats for many 
years, I lost my faith in the ability of the Democratic party 
to govern this nation for a number of reasons. I 
consequently registered as an "independent" during the Carter 
Administration. 

As an independent, I have followed your Administration 
with interest and admiration. My view remains unchanged even 
with the Iranian issue now at hand. You have done all that a 
President can do, and then some. You have restored our 
confidence and faith in ourselves, substantially improved our 
militarily preparedness, and given the incredible diversity 
of political, economic and spiritual thought in the United 
States a chance to grow and develop. In these respects, I am 
reminded of the Administration of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. 

4720 MONTGOMERY LANE• SUITE 514 • BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20B14 

[301) 652-077 4 



As we head into 1987, with its trials and challenges, I 
have searched for a combination of words and phrases which 
might offer some comfort in the days ahead. There is bound 
to be a continuing "trial by press" over the Iranian issue. 
I can't do any better than a few sentences from the second 
letter of Paul to Timothy. For me, they will always 
characterize your efforts and those of your loyal staff: 

I have fought the good fight, 
I have finished the race, 
I have kept the faith. 
From now on a merited crown awaits me ... 

The dissolution of your Administration, in practical 
terms or otherwise, is anything but close at hand. I look 
forward to your steadfast convictions which have been so 
evident these last six years. 

Sincerely yours, 

Donald E. Purcell 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 20, 1987 

Dear Representative Johnson: 

On behalf of the President, I want to thank you for your kind 
letter of support for him concerning the Iran situation. I know 
how much the President appreciates your patriotism and words of 
encouragement. 

Please be assured that your comments will be shared with the 
President, and I know he will appreciate your support during this 
time. 

Again, thank you for taking the time to send your important 
message. If I can be of any assistance in the future on other 
matters, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

~r<~ ~~-
K. Kae Rairdin 

Special Assistant to the President 
for Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorable Edwin G. Johnson 
Member of the House of Representatives 
of the State of Pennsylvania 

House Post Office Box 33 
Main Capitol Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
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HOUSE POST OFFICE BOX 33 
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HARRISBURG. PA 17 120 

PHONE, (7 17) 787-9020 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

HARRISBURG 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

December 24, 1986 

COMMITTEES 
MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 

MINORITY V ICE-CH A IRMAN 

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFF A IRS 

As a veteran of World War 2, and as the Vice Chairman of the Military 
and Veterans Affairs Committee in the House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, I wish to express to you my complete 
confidence in your leadership of our Nation. -

In my humble opinion, the goals of your staff in seeking to build bridges 
of communication with certain elements in Iran, and in seeking the re­
lease of our Americans, are very honorable and commendable. 

It is a tragedy that many in the media fail to understand that international 
diplomacy cannot be, and never has been, conducted in the public arena. 

Regardless of what the polls are supposed to indicate, I am confident 
that the electorate is not misled, and that you have their support today, 
as you have enjoyed it in the past. 

My wife and I were discussing Jerry Falwell's appearance on "Cross Fire", 
and we agree with his statement that you are the greatest President since 
Abraham Lincoln. 

EGJ:ajl 

It is my joy to be 

.2w~ 
Edwin G. Johnson 
Representative -
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Your letter of December 30 has just reuchcd my 
desk . Thank you for your frank corm1lents .and 
for the epirit ht vhieh they were o ferod . You 
were good to take tha time to write , and knowi ng 
of the rrtendsbip bchin your mess3g~ rneans ~ 
great deal hH.iee<'I • 

You h:nre my ve.ry be.st l\"lishes. Ag:1in . thank you 
and God l~ss you . 

Sincerely . 

11 
RONALD REAGAN 

Dr. Rob rt N . Cleaves 
1224 _ oooJ'to Lane 
Los Angeles . California 90077 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

_____.. 
January 8, 1987 

TO: DAVID CHEW 

FROM: CHUCK DONOV~ 

Attached is a draft Presi­
dential response to a first­
name friend of the President's 
who wrote to him with sugges­
tions for handling of the 
Iran affair. 



CLEAVES.870108 

Dear Bob: 

~ C: l>. G 

I 

Your letter of December 30 has just reached my desk. Thank 

you for your frank comments and for the spirit in which they 

were offered. You were good to take the time to write, and 

knowing of the friendship behind your message means a great 

deal indeed. 

You have my very best wishes. Again, thank you and God 

bless you. 

' 



DR. R□BERT N . CLEAVES 
1224 ROBERTO LANE 

LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 90077 

(213) 47 6 -7 527 

December 30, 1986 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Reagan: 

Re: Iran/Contras Matter 

I have always regarded you as an excellent Governor and an out­
standing President. 

It is with these sentiments in mind that I offer the following 
advice: 

1. Publicly ask North and Poindexter (and any 
others) to testify fully and immediately; 

2. Do not "pardon" them at this time. It is 
premature and might be unnecessary; 

3. You testify publicly. This would be the 
mark of a truly great President; 

4. Admit that the transfer of arms was a great 
mistake, as was dealing with terrorists for 
the release of the hostages; 

5. Regarding the siphoning off of arms profits 
for t h e Contras, admit that you are respon­
sible for the conduct of your men, that they 
appear to have been carrying out what they 
perceived as your policy, and t hat the buck 
stops at your desk; 

6. When the "profits" have been identified, if 
any part thereof have been applied for the 
benefit of the Contras, deduct an amount equal 
thereto from the $100,000,000 Congress voted 
for their cause. Announce your intention to 
do this right away. We must help, not hurt 
the Contra effort. 
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President Ronald Reagan 
Page No. 2 
December 30, 1986 

7. 

8 . 

9 . 

10. 

Stop your "spokesmen" from weaseling, double­
talking and engaging in the art of pettifoggery. 
It is all too clear what they are doing, and 
what (and how) they are doing it, hurts you and 
America. 

Get your true friends and backers, the California 
"Reaganites" back by your side. They were your 
true friends and acted intelligently. I do not 
include Nofziger or Allen in this category. 
When you brought in the "Eastern Establishment", 
your troubles began. 

Do not permit the frozen Iranian assets to be 
released. 

There is a distinction between hostages who were 
voluntarily in areas of hostility at the time 
they were taken, and hostages who were not. As 
to the former, they placed themselves at risk and 
must assume responsibility for their situation. 
That category of hostage cannot be accorded the 
high degree of priority which they seem to have 
been given. Efforts should be made to effect 
their release, but not by making concessions that 
might, if made public, hurt America as has oc-
curred in the instant case. A policy should be adopted 
and made public which is consistent with this concept. 

Cleaves 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

INCOMING 
co I) 7 / 

DATE RECEIVED: JANUARY 05, 1987 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE LARRY PRESSLER 

SUBJECT: WRITES REGARDING THE IRAN ARMS SALE ISSUE 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

ACT DATE 
CODE YY/MM/DD 
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COMMENTS: 
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MAIL USER CODES: (A) (B) (C) ------ ------ -----

*********************************************************************** 
*ACTION CODES: *DISPOSITION 
* * 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING 
*CORRESPONDENCE: 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS 
* OF SIGNER 
* CODE= A 
*COMPLETED= DATE OF 
* OUTGOING 
* 
* 
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* 
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* 
* 

****************************************·******************************* 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 

KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 18, 1987 

DIANNA G. HOLLAN¥/? 

ALAN CHARLES RAUL, ( 7:::::>~ 
Response to Letters on Iran Arms Sales Issue 

I checked with Lyn Withey regarding the need for Counsel's 
Office to answer the attached letters from Senators regarding 
the Iran arms sales issue and the National Security Council 
Staff. She advised that since Will Ball had already answered 
these letters, there was no need for us to do so. This was 
Dean's and my opinion as well. 

Attachments 
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0,1 bt<>h.al[ ::.f Pr1:s1r!.::•,t Rc:,gJ,i , T 1t1ould li~ .· 
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JOffN C. DANFORTH, Mt660Ufll. CIWRMAH 

lfOB PACKWOl>O, OREGON EIIHEST F. HOLLINGS, SOUTH CAROUNA 
BARRY GOLDWATER, .IIIIIZONA IIIJSSELl B, LONG. LOIJISIAHA 
NtHCY LANOOM Kl,SSEBAUM, KANSAS OAHtEL K. tNOUYE. HAWAH 
LARRY PRESSLER, SOUTH DAKOTA WENDELL H. FORD, KENTUCKY 
SLADE GORTON, WASHIIIGTON OONAI.O W. RIWU, JR., MICHIGAN 
TEO STEVENS, ~ SKA J. JAMES EXON, NE8RASKA 
908 KASTEN, WISCONSIN M.BERT GOflE. JR., TENNESSEE 
PAUL S. TRIBLE, JR., VIIIOINIA JOffN O. ROCKEFEI.LER IV. WEST VIIIGIHtA 

W. AlUN MOORE. CHIEF COUHSEl AHO STllff otRECTOR 
RAl.l'H B. EVERETT, MINORITY CHIEf COUNSEL ANO STAFF DIRECTOR 

The Hon. Ronald Reagan 
The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

tinittd £,tatts ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, 

AND TRANSPORTATION 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

December 18, 1986 

t • 

During this Congressional adjournment, I have had the opportunity to 
speak with much of my constituency in South Dakota as well as indi­
viduals in other parts of the country. As I am sure you can well 
understand, much of the conversation turns to the issue of the arms 
sales to Iran. 

It has become quite apparent to me that many individuals across the 
country are more interested in how the situation was handled than in 
what transactions actually took place. Put another way, they are 
concerned about who was responsible to whom within the chain of com­
mand. 

For this reason, I believe it would be extremely helpful if you were 
to take the lead in publicly clarifying the White House decision­
making hierarchy. This could be done without incriminating any of 
those involved through exposure of material facts surrounding the 
matter. A study of the high level management structure of the White 
HoJse, National Security Council and the Department of State by a 
reputable firm, such as McKinsey & Company, could help clarify the 
organizational situation. 

The results of such a study by this premier management consulting 
firm would help to calm the fears of many Americans. I further 
believe that such a study would help to be extremely helpful in 
placing the entire incident behind us much more quickly. 

As one of your strong supporters, Mr. President, I hope that you will 
give serious consideration to this concept . Perhaps it would help us 
get back to the other pressing issues facing our nation. 

LP/tgp 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
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DATE RECE I VED: JANUARY 06, 1987 ~ 
NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: VICE ADMIRAL MARMADUKE BAYNE 

SUBJECT: WRITES REGARDING THE CONTRA/IRAN ISSUE 
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*********************************************************************** 
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REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB} EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT . 
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~ W/CCC:jmy 
PJWallison 
CCCox 
Chron. 

January 20, 1987 

Dear Admiral Bayne: 

Tha nk you for your letter dated January 1, 1987, addressed to the 
President, which has been referred to me for response. 

Please be assured that your advice and judgment are not only 
appreciated, but will be considered by the President and his 
current advisers in determining a course for the future. 
Moreover, your expression of "trust, loyalty, gratitude and 
understanding," coming as it does from a Naval officer of 37 
years, i s deeply gratifying. I am sure that you will find your 
confidence in the leadership of the President justified by the 
course of the Administration during the next two years. 

Again, t~ank you for your thoughtfulness and concern in writing. 

S_incerely, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY PJW 

Peter J. Wallison 
Counsel to the President 

Vice Admiral Marmaduke Bayne (Retired) 
Seascape, Box 163 
Irv ington, Virginia 22480 



TH E WHITE HOUSE 

W ASHINGTON 

January 20, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR PETER J. WALLISON 

FROM: c. CHRISTOPHER co~ 

SUBJECT: Iran Corresponde ce From General Public 

The attached letter for your signature responds to the 
correspondent's advice that the President accept full 
responsibility for all that occurred in the Iran/Contra affair 
and tell the American people all that happened. 



ICE ADMIRAL MARMADUKE BAYNE (RETJ 
SEASCAPE, BOX 163 

IRVINGTON, VIRGINIA 22480 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.,20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

January 1, 1987 

As we begin a new year in the most magnificent society 
the world has ever known, living under the rules and laws 
of the most humane form of government yet conceived,led 
by one of the most admired leaders in its history, we 
face a peculiar e~igma. 

The ruling group is in disarray because it perceives 
error has occurred in its rule. The people wait for their 
President to explain this to them and have every 
confidence that he will do so. 

In this perplexing ambiguity the people see the various 
parts of their government attempting to blame each other; 
attempting to individually or institutionally profit by 
the misfortune rather than come together to limit 
whatever harm has been done. They sense a great need for 
their President to rise above the fray and place in a 
national and unified context all the half truths and 
mysteries which multiply day by day. They know the 
Congress cannot do this; they know the estate which 
provides their information is self-serving and though it 
professes objectivity is subjective in its rhetorical 
amplification of each new nuance. They know that no 
individual nor institution can unify all parts of the 
enigma except their leader. They are sad and increasingly 
concerned that he remains silent. They know, too, that 
only one path is open for him to make the hurt go away. 
He must accept responsibility for it, explain again that 
its genesis was based on sound policy to improve affairs 
with a recalcitrant world partner, a policy which went 
awry in its execution. He must be bold and aggressive in 
setting straight the "third party" relationship which so 
obscures the matter; and he must pardon those who, in 
attempting to serve him and their country, made mistakes. 

If he does not take the initiative from the many 
"interests" who seek political profit and publicity; if 
he does not dampen the opportunities for "investigative 
reporting",the Office of the Presidency will be weakened 
further by a Legislative process which will attempt to 
establish rules to prevent "such mistakes in the future". 



This cannot be done, and instinctively they know that 
the existing excessive degree of "oversight" requiring 
that Congress be informed of intended actions of the 
Executive is, in part, to blame for the procedures used 
in the matter they profess to find so abhorrent. Even 
knowing this they cannot lessen their cry for increased 
control since no individual among them has the 
institutional influence to lead them away from such 
ambition. 

Only the President stands on a threshold of opportunity. 
Only the President can call on the people to believe his 
intentions are and were sound. Only the President can 
dare the process to do its worst while he persists in 
doing what his Office calls him to do; leading the 
people. The people want to believe. They want to be led. 
They want, if necessary, to forgive. Forgiveness cannot 
be found in other government branches and agencies for 
the institutional sense of right is not firmly enough 
established to forgive. Oh, ultimately they will forgive 
but only when the strength of the people is behind them 
to do so. The Congress follows the people; the President 
leads the people. 

What would happen, I wonder, should The President say to 
the people. 

'Let me tell you as clearly as I can what 
happened, but at the outset I must express my 
complete responsibility for whatever occurred. Others 
are not to be blamed. Even if they broke laws, 
believing they were right when they broke them, they 
acted because they believed they followed policies 
which I had established or approved. As your President 
I cannot walk away from this. You have been 
extraordinarily understanding of my past attempts to 
set this great country on a course which exemplifies 
its greatness. I cannot take only the good from you; I 
must also accept your displeasure, if it is warranted. 
That is what it means to be your President. Only you 
can judge me; not the Congress, not the Press; only 
you. This is what happened.' 

Thirty seven years as a Naval Officer 
whenever responsibility is understood; 
as the liabilities; admiration and 
Whenever it is obscured confusion and 
result. 

help me know that 
the assets as well 
approval follow. 

excessive reaction 



Mr.President, probably the least thing you require at 
this time is gratuitous advice on the conduct of your 
Presidency. That certainly is not my purpose. My purpose 
is to suggest that a huge reservoir of trust, loyalty, 
gratitude and understanding resides in the people of this 
Nation. Only you can release it. 

With great respect, 

·\,~o--~ 
Marmaduke Bayne 
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