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Octobar 22, 1581
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This is with reference to your letters to the President
asking if he would makae arrangements for you to place a
wreath, along with him, on tha grava of ths Unknown
Soldlar on November 11,

The President will be pleased to have you jein him for
this year's ceremony at Arlington to lay your wreath on
the Tomb of the Unknowns, along with his, This iz being
entered on the President's schadnla on November 11 at
11:00 a.m., and Mr, Stephen M, Studdert, Special Assistant
to the President for Advance, will contact you nearer the
datae to make farther arrangements with you.

With our kind regard and best wishes,

Sincerely,

Gregoxy J. Newsll
Special Assistant
to the President

The Honorable Hamilton Fish, Sr.
655 Park Avanus
Kew York, ¥ 10021

cc: The Honorable Hamilton Fish, Jr.

cc & inc: Helen Donaldson for 11/11 schedule files
Inf cc: Max Friedersdorf

Elizabeth Dole
GJIN:mhr :emb-25hb


















DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310 ' ’

NCY 14 1981

Mr. Martin B. McKneally
Past National Commander
The American Legion

329 First Street
Newbhurgh, NY 12550

Dear Mr. McKneally:

Thank you for your letter of October 1, 1981 to
President Reagan concerning the participation of the
Honorable Hamilton Fish in the November 11 ceremony
at the Tomb of the Unknowns. The President asked me
to respond to you on this important matter.

I am pleased to inform you that in light of Mr.
Fish's great contribution to this nation, particularly
regarding veteran matters, he will participate in the
Veterans' Day Presidential Wreath Laying Ceremony.

He shall lead the assemblage in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Additionally, earlier in the day Mr. Fish will lay a
wreath at the Tomb of the Unknowns with the American
Legion.

I thank you for your heartfelt and moving letter
and share your pleasure as this outstanding citizen
contributes to this ceremony of national significance.
God Bless America.

Sincerely,

Aoy
RS e pr AL
NrTRT

William R. Gianelli .
Assistant Secretary of the Army
(Civil Works)

cf: SACW (file, read, sign)
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON’

July 10, 1984

Dear Colonel Logeman:

The President desires that a wreath be placed at the grave site
of President Lyndon B. Johnson to commemorate the anniversary
of his birth. The ceremony will be held at the grave site on
August 27 at the LBJ Ranch. The wreath from the White House
will be delivered to you by August 20.

The Department of Defense has advised me that you will be able
to assist with the ceremony. Mrs. Johnson has requested that
Dr. Walt Rostow, from the LBJ Library, serve as the President's
personal representative. We have given Dr. Rostow your
telephone number and informed him that you will provide
ceremonial support. Dr. Rostow may be reached at (512)
471-4757. -

Mrs. Johnson's secretary, Mrs. Carole Bryant, will coordinate
details concerning time of ceremony, location, etc. She may be
reached at (512) 474-6464.

Should you desire any further assistance or guidance concerning
this ceremony, please do not hesitate to call or write.

Sincerely,

EDWARD V. HICKEY, JR.
Assistant to the President

Colonel John D, Logeman

Commander

67th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing °
Bergstrom AFB, Texas 78743



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 10, 1984

Dear Dr. Rostow:

This letter confirms that you will be placing the President's
wreath at the ceremony commemorating the anniversary of the
birth of President Lyndon B. Johnson at the LBJ Ranch on August
27.

This office will arrange to have an appropriate wreath dis-
patched from the White House to Colonel John D. Logeman,
Commander, 67th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing, Bergstrom AFB.
He has been designated to render any assistance you may
require. Please call him at your convenience to finalize
arrangements for the ceremony. His telephone number is (512)
479-2473. '

Mrs. Johnson's secretary, Carole Bryant, will be coordinating
details concerning the ceremony time, location, etc. She can
be reached at (512) 474-6464.

Should you desire any assistance or guidance concerning this
ceremony, please do not hesitate to call or write.

On behalf of the President, I thank you for your assistance and
send my best wishes. '

Sincerely,

EDWARD V. HICKEY, JR.
Assistant to the President

Dr. Walt Rostow

LBJ Library

2313 Red River
Austin, Texas 78705









Mr. Chunn has asked that until a decision is made
on how to honor all 300 of these men or if special
recognition is made for Scottie. He said he would
give me guidance on how to proceed on MONDAY MORNING,
OCTOBER 1lst, if a message should be sent.

I wanted you to have this --- as a warning -- just
in case -- a message is approved THEN we can worry
about how/who gets the message to take to the

4:00 ceremony....I am sure the logistics will be
as "messy" as this whole request!

Thanks.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 28, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED RYAN
FROM: DEBBIF HTITTON

SUBJECT: Wreatl my at Arlington Cemetery
October 1, 1384

This morning I took a call from Lt. Jerry Scott who
called to see if the President might have time to
attend and participate in the wreath laying ceremony
to be held at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier on
10/1 at 4:00 pm.

This ceremony is for the Vietnam soldier - Mr. Denoshevsky*-
who was a British citizen and died in Vietnam. Apparently,
there is some type of legislation coming to the White

House from the Senate on this man who was at the time

of his death in the process of becoming an American

citizen (I think this is correct -~ Lt. Scott said that

the people who deal with wreath laying would have all

the information on this). His son, Frank Denoshevsky

will be at this ceremony in memory and honor of his

father.

I told Lt. Scott that since the President will be
travelling that day, it did not appear that he would
be able to attend this but I would make sure that the
proper person was made aware of this. Lt. Scott can be
reached at: 617-973-2716.

On Monday, he will be travelling here with Frank Denoshevsky
for the ceremony. They will arrive here at noon and

depart at 8:00 pm. While they are here they can be

reached at: 692-2716 at Fort Myer.

Is this something that Mr. Hickey might handle - to
have a representative of the President attend - or
would a message be appropriate?

*Denoshevsky - if I remember something from the paper -
has become somewhat of a hero since he left a communist
country to come to the free world, believed in fighting
communism and fought in Vietnam on our side against
the North Vietnamese because he believed so strongly
in the U.S.'s mission there, and wanted to become a
American citizen because of his strongly held belief
in the country and all it stands for.





















" THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 28, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR BOB CHUNN

FROM: DEBBIE HUTTON
SUBJECT: Wreath Laying Ceremony at Arlington
Cemetery

October 1, 1984

Attached is a copy of my memorandum for Sue Carson,
in the Presidential Messages Office, regarding the
PENDING request for a message for the ceremony

for Scottie Staniszewski.

Additionally, I have put on HOLD the request for

a member of the Marine Corps to be present at the
ceremony with Mr. John German, in Public Affairs

at Defense, who helps me with all of my requests

for surrogate speakers from Defense and the services.

Just for your information, Lt. Jerry Scott called
about this event for the President this morning.

He will be coming from Boston with Frank Staniszewski
who is the father of Scottie. They plan to leave
Boston at 10:15 am and arrive at National at 11:36 am.
He will call me before they get on the plane to see
what the final decision is regarding this request

for a message and/or representative at this ceremony
at 9:30 am. He will also check in with me when he
lands in Washington if I have nothing to report

at 9:30 am.

If you would prefer to have your office totally
handle this entire request, I would appreciate it.
Since all these requests are contingent on decision(s)
from Mr. Hickey and the memorandum he sent to Mr.
Baker about the 300 other men who died in combat

and desired citizenship, I think having me as the
"middleman" only confuses this request more.

The telephone numbers and contacts are as follows:

Sue Carson - Presidential Messages - x 2941

John German = Public Affairs, DOD - 695-6108

Lt. Jerry Scott and Frank Staniszewski - after 12:00 NOON
they will be at Fort Myer at 692-2716 (honor guards'
office I think he said)



Thank you for your help and guidance on this one.
I would like to know the final disposition of
this. Give me a call once all is resolved if
you can.









March 5, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR DOUGLAS A. RIGGS

FROM: M. P. CAULFIELD Wﬁ"

SUBJECT: Sons of Confederates, SC Division, letter, dtd
February 18, 1985

Dcug, I think you will find that the attached Memo for the
Record of interest concerning the famous wreath-laying ceremony
commemorating the birth of Robert E. Lee.

I have already seen some inquiries on this subject and my
primary concern is the fact that most interpreted our reason
for not providing the wreath to be a cost factor. This was not
the issue. There is an approved (by the President) list of
Presidential wreaths which are placed; we have not in the past
provided a wreath for this occasion; and, we do not intend to
do so in the future.

The national organization of the United Daughers of the
Confederacy sponsors a ceremony in Arlington National Cemetery
on Confederate Memorial Day (lst Sunday in June). Our records
which date back to 1967 (when a survey of Presidential wreaths
was made and the approved list of the President was originated)
gshow that we have provided a wreath and Presidential
representative since at least that time.

I would appreciate a copy of your reply since we are the bad
guys in this case. It is absolutely incredible that so much
time and effort has been expended on this subject.
Thanks.
AAQQannva¢1 %baﬂ-aﬂz;xlé 4bn>¢4¢4z,42¢vadf Ak44L7
/¢7fhuuz jaé?z4¢¢thAﬂﬁﬂﬂL_‘~”“
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Mr. Hickey: aféf;LA

THE WHITE HOUSE .
Col Caulfield: kﬂﬁi\\\

WASHINGTON

January 23, 1985 Bill cuff: _ (S

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECOCRD

SUBJECT: United Daughters of the Confederacy
~ wreath-laying at Statuary Hall, Jan 19th

I would like to record some of the events associated with the confusion
caused by subject organization re their annual event commemorating the birth
of Rcbert E. Lee.

7 Jan ° Mil Ofc rec call from Michael Batten, Agency Liaison,
re 3 Jan 85 letter to Pres requesting wreath feor
their 19 Jan event. Asked Batten to forward letter
to Mil Ofc for action.

9 Jan ° Responded to Miss Jennings, DC Chapter,
United Daughters of Confederacy, that we would only
continue to support the Confederate Memorial Day
service in June with a Presidential wreath and repre=-
sentative.

16 Jan ° Mil Ofc rec call from Cynthia Duncan, Ed Meese's
office enquiring about the wreath. Learned that
Kenneth Cribbk was to receive an award at subject
ceremony. Mr. Cribb had been contacted re wreath.
Advised Cynthia of WH policy re Presidential wreaths
and fact that the WH has not in the past provided
wreath for this event and did not intend to do so
this year. Cynthia understood the policy and briefed
Mr. Cribb. No further action from that office.

16 Jan _ ° M. Batten called, responding to a call he received
o 7 from United Daughters of Confederacy (2?),
guestioning why we were not providing wreath. Bill
Cuff explained the policy to Batten and that we were
not providing the wreath. Batten became his normal
obnoxious self when he doesn't get his way.

16 Jan o Mr. John Hurley, who inferred an association with the"
United Daughters of the Confederacy, called Mil Ofc
complaining about the fact that the WH was not going
to support subject event with wreath as in the past.
Hurley referred to EVH ltr to Miss Jennings.

Hurley called to talk to Mr. Hickey, but actually
talked to Joni Stevens and was pleasant at
that time.
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Mr. Hines, GSA, called for Mr. Hickey. Mr. Hickey
called him back and he was not in. No contact
between them.

Ann Hannaford, Legislative Affairs, called re the
wreath. They had received a call from a Congressman/
Senator from South Carolina (??) complaining that

the White House would not provide a wreath. I
explained what had transpired so far and that we

had not provided a wreath in the past. She vas
satisfied.

Mr. Hurley called for Mr. Hickey. Joni talked to
him. He had seen our 9 Jan 85 letter to Miss
Jennings and was quite demanding this time. He
indicated that Sen Jesse Helms and several other
southern congressmen and senators were upset that
no wreath would be sent from the White House. Hurley
said that he and Helms were going to call a press
conference and say that the President refused to
send a wreath for their ceremony. Hurley said that
the White House had sent a Presidential
representative and wreath last year. Neither is
true .

M. Batten called and talked to Joni. Batten indicated
that he had received call from Sen Jesse Helms, who
was very upset. Batten was totally obnoxious and
ordered Joni to send a wreath. I was also on this
call and hung up after about one minute, befcre I

told him where he could put his reguest and the
wreath. ©Needless tc say, no wreath was provided.

Mr. Hines call Mr. Hickey again. Mr. Hickey talked

to him briefly and passed him to Col Caulfield.

Hines was very rude to Col Caulfield and indicated

that he was a poor excuse to represent the President.@t [kaz
Macwww .

Mr. Hickey called Kenneth Cribb to complain about the

abusive nature of the call from Hines to Col Caulfield.

Mr. Kline called Mr. Hickey back, but Mr. Hickey was
not available. No further contact.

Col Caulfield called Mr. Fox, who was acting for Mr. Kline
who is the acting administrator but he (Kline) was not
available.

Mr. Hines called EVH, who was not availlable at the time.

EVH returned Hines call, who was not available.
r‘&bzuaawéa£itﬁé9&

Col Caulfield called Mr. Kline, who was not available.

Mr. Hines returned the call to Col Caulfield, but Col

Z did not talk to him.



22 Jan ° Mr. Kline called Col Caulfield and indicated that he 4gid
not know Hines very well as Hines has only been there a
short time; however, Mr. Kline indicated that Hines
behavior was totally unacceptable and that he (Hines)
was acting personally, NOT as a representative of GSA.
Mr. Kline offered to have Hines call Col C to apologize
if that was acceptable--Col C said that would be fine and
should end the matter.
& far o [neC k‘*/‘b&!ﬂ“%‘k,ﬁ‘u‘
Thé program from last year's ceremony, which Miss Jennings sent with her 3
Jan 85 letter, indicated that "Lt Col Joseph W. A. Whitehorne, USA Army
Inspector General Office" represented the "President" and that he laid a
wreath. I called LTC Charlotte Cochard, Executive Secretary's office for
Sec Weinberger, to determine (1) if there was a Whitehorne on the Army
staff, (2) if he attended subject ceremony last year, (3) if he did lay a
wreath, and (4) who tasked him to represent the President. Col Cochard
verified that LTC Whitehorne is on the Army Staff, did lay a wreath, the
wreath said "The President" on it, and that he was contacted directly by Mrs.
Charlesworth, because he knew her personally and prcfessionally from a -
previous military assignment.

My conclusions are:

1. The White House has not provided a wreath for this event in the
past; 1t is not cn the list of approved wreaths; and we do not intend to do
so in the future.

2. This organization is very careful about what terminology they use.
On their program, it indicates that LTC Whitehorne placed a wreath for the
president; it does not indicate, however, that it is the President of the
United States.

3. Since they used a wreath that says the president, the organization
must contact a local florist for it. It has not come from the White House.

4, This ceremony is sponsored by the DC chapter of the United Daughters
of the Confederacy; the national organization of the United Daughters of the
Confederacy sponsors the ceremony in Arlington Cemetery on Confederate
Memorial Day (lst Sunday in June). We have had indications in the past that
there is -a-Gefinite turf battle between these two levels. It certainly seems
appropriate that if the White House is going to support an event that the
organizetion, it should continue to be the national level. We have not
experienced any difficulty concerning the Confederate Memorial Day service in
the six years that I have been here.

G frernr—
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 28, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR: Colonel Caulifield

FROM: DOUGLAS A.RIGGS
Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

SUBJECT:

Can you provide any guidance on the
matter raised by Mr. Marlar? Thank
you.

Mol — sl 7%y FoZ -
W
/-
et~
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2/18/85

Dear Pres. Reagan,

I am apwnalled to learn that your office, for the first time
in decsades, refused to send a memorial wreath to the annual
Robert E. Lee Birthday service in 3tetuary Hall in the U. S.
Capitol, Why did this occur?

No one section of the country sgave better support to your
successful presidentail elections than did the South. Certain-
ly no one man more personifies the ideasls of America, not just
the South, than does the memory of Gen. Robert E. Lee, the ulti=

mate example of patiotism.,.

I would 1like to lmow why this offense to American history
has been committed.and what apolozies mre to be made and to

whom.

Trirw AlAaAdd Aavmdt s aseen o dm

Com,

South Carolina Div,
Sons of Confederate Veterans









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 13, 18985

Dear Colonel Passamaneck:

On behalf of the President, I am responding to your letter
cencerning the ceremony in Statuary Hall at the U.S. Capitol
commemorating the birth of General Robert E. Lee. I appreciate
this opportunity to correct the inaccurate stories which have
circulated since then and trust you will agree, after reading
this, that no slur to the memory of General Lee was intended,
or committed.

First, I would like to set the record straight by saying that a
Presidential wreath has never been provided on this occasion,
claims to the contrary notwithstanding. Our "wreath" files go
back to 1933 and, after thoroughly reviewing them, I assure you
"that there is no reference whatsoever to this event therein,
until last year when the issue was first raised. Thus,
statements that the President, or I -- or anyone at the White
House, suddenly curtailed something that has been "traditional"
since 1928 are without basis in fact and completely false.

Second, although a wreath is & costly item, expense ("economy")
was not a factor in the decision. Rather, it was based on the
historical and long-standing policy of many administrations;
one which has been continued by President Reagan.

With the sole exception of Benjamin Franklin, the only
individuals honored with commemorative Presidential wreaths are
deceased former presidents. Otherwise, such wreaths are
provided only on six special occasions of national significance
at various sites in Arlington National Cemetery. One of them
is the Confederate Monument. That monument was dedicated by
President Woodrow Wilson; and, according to our records, every
president since that time has had a wreath placed on
Confederate Memorial Day as a gesture befitting a reunited

Nation. (Those ceremonies, incidentally, are sponsored by the
national office of the same organization whose D.C. chapter
hosts the ceremony for General Lee at the Capitol.) Similarly,

another wreath is placed at the Tomb of the Unknown (Union)
Soldier from the Civil War on Memorial Day. Together these two
wreaths represent the President's tribute on behalf of all
Americans to all the war dead of the Civil War.

This Nation has been blessed in the numbers of its sons and
daughters who lived, fought -- and often died -- for the ideals
which have made it great. History rightfully calls many of
them "patriots” and "heroes," and no one disputes that General



Lee ranks among the grestest of these Americans. Nevertheless,
just as it is impossible to honor them all, it would be
inappropriate to single out one, or several, for a unigue
tribute not rendered to all.

Proliferation of any item connected with the Office of the
Presidency rapidly dilutes its purpose and special
significance. Hence, wreaths bearing the name "Presidential"
must be reserved exclusively for those occasions where such
usage is most meaningful to the entire nation.

Sincerely,

EDWARD V. HICKEY, JR.
Assistant to the President

Lieutenant Colonel David J. Passamaneck, USA (Ret.)
National Legislative Director

American Veterans of World War II, Xorea and Vietnam
National Headguarters

4647 Forbes Boulevard

Lenham, Meryland 20706











