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RETURN TO SPIRITUAL VALUES 

RELIGION'S MORAL STANDARDS 
CAN BE A CURE FOR CRIME 

Bishop Vin1on R. Anderson, presiding bishop of the third 
district of the African :\Iethodist Episcopal Church, is 
also chairman of the trustees of VVi!berforce University. 

IF \VE play the numbers game based on 
crime statistics in a given community, and 

then attempt to assess the effectiveness of 
religion by coun ting the numerous churches, 
we are likely to minimize the impact of reli
gion as a detenent to crime. 

On the other hand. one can hardly make 
such a judgment since the religious heritage of 
this nation came wi th the Pilgrims. Whlltever 
the sen timent, we must admit that it is religion 
that has emphasized the worth and dignity of 
the human personality. It has consistently 
taught the Golden Rule, thereby laying the 
founda tion of our present judicial system. 
Religion set the standards of conduct for 
society and prescribed the penal ty for wrong
doing and acts of \°iolence such as "an eye for 
an eve." It has also been the co mpassion of 
reli gion that has advoca ted leniency and the 
development of more humane methods to dea l 
with those found guilty. 

It is important, therefore, that religion not 
relinquish its influence in determining the 
di rection of ~he present fight against crime. At 
the same time, we must guard ~1gainst putting 
religion clown because the institutional church 
has often fa iled to be at the cu tting edge of 
issues surrounding criminal justice and crime 
prevention. 
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By Bishop Vinton R. Anderson 

The continuing task of religion in the face 
of escala ting crime must be to coalesce the 
forces of community to bring a new motiva
tion and coherence to the broken and frag
men ted lives around us. \Ve should know by 
now that more programs insti tu ted by purely 
social and po li tical decisions are not the total 
answer. For example, when the federal gov
ernment, three years ago, allocated the sum of 
$140 million to eight cities to cut crime by 
20 percent, the result was an increase in crime. 
Awareness of this fact alone should be suffi
cient to convince us that no amount of theoriz
ing, particularly by a society in which insti
tutional racism has perpetuated double stand
ards, can solve for us the dilemma of Black 
on Black crime. Admittedly, there have been 
major efforts to combat crime by we ll-meaning 
professionals and others, including the church, 
but they have too often concentrated on the 
OLttward circumstances to the exclusion of the 
inner person. The viability of religion includes 
practical steps to improve the person's living 
conditions or it fails. It does advocate decen t 
housing, employment opportunities, quality 
schools and safe communities. Religion's 
direct bearing on crime prevention revolves 
around its integrity to advocate a moral and 
ethical standards for the community. It chal
lenges constituted authority to ac t honestly 
and with justice toward those it judges, and 
invades the conscience so as to instruct the 
individual on matters of righ t and wrong. The 
aim of religion is to bring the person to dea l 
with himself, to examine his motives and to 
develop wholesome attitudes. 

Crime is as old as civilization; and, by what
ever means it came into exis tence, we recog
nize that there is something in man's nahire 
which leads him to put self first. It is when this 
self-interest is infected by greed and envy 
that we forget the princip le of "live and le t 
li ve." \Ve act ou t our aggressions and seek to 
disp lace whatever appears to be in the way 
of our selfish goals. The result may be a life 
of prosti httion, clrng addiction or crime. In the 
face of our human weal..-nesses, no matter how 
demonic, depraved or tngic is the deed. re
ligion offe rs an alternative to despair and as
sures that the person can be changed. 

To use the term "B lack -on Black Crime" 
is to distinguish characteristics from the over
all causes and consequences. \Ve admit that 
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RETURN TO SPIRITUAL VALUES Contin ued 

Black on Black crime fo r the mos t part is the plight of a deprived 
people; but no matter what societv inflicts on us, we must be cMeful 
that our anger and rage and frustration are not turned on ourselves. Our 
predicament is not hopeless , because there are religious resources 
peculiar to Blacks to aid them in working out an agenda which reverses 
the trend of self-dest11.1ction. 

First of e1lL we have a legacy from our fathers and mothers all the 
way back to tribalism. They discovered who their God was and what 
He was like while· under the whiplash of human bondage and the 
psychological scourging of the slavemaster . Despite the hypocrisy of 
the ir oppressors, they achieved the sense of se lf-determina tion and se lf
de,·e lopment as a key strategy fo r survival. They knew how to hand le 
suffering in a way which was redemptive and not demeaning. They 
overrode oppressiveness and rose to prominence always confident of 
an inner power. They sang of their determination. 

·'Jordan river, chilly and cold 
Chill my body, but not my soul," 

must counter-attack the negative forces of the media culture by saturat
ing the Black community with stimuli and concepts which establ ish new 
prio rities and generate cohesiveness and a spirit of oneness. 

Black on Black c rim e will be reduced when those who represent re li
gion call into account law enforcement agencies to protect the Black 
communitv and to treat it with the same respect and concern that it 
does the affiuent White communi ty where a suspect is quick ly brought 
to trial. The common notion that there is li ttle or no risk in getting 
caught must be dispelled. The tendency of many law enforcers to ,1ct ,is 
if in the Black community one is given license to commit unla"'ful acts 
is unjust and immornl. 

So much is to be said abou t how Black on Black crime destroys the 
vitality of the Black community, depreciates businesses and raises cos ts, 
increases insurance rates when they are available. spoils the aesthetic 
and cosmetic appearance with bars, locks and chains, terrorizes the 
elderly, puts to flight those who can afford to move to an integrated 
neighborhood, and compounds the grief of an al ready depressed situ
ation. It is, for instance, a tragic fact that the homicide rate in Harlem is 
six percent higher than that in New York City as a whole. The trauma 

Many youths are taught reli g:i~us values in Sunday Schoof. Here, Rev. Lacy Banks (c.) and Dr. Joseph McCray (standing, r. ) teach a class at Chicago's Fellowship Baptist Church. 

Their religion should teach us how to overcome and how to accep t a 
positive self-image even when our possessions are meager. For instance, 
it would not be uncommon in an earlier generation to hear a young 
person say, "\ [y clothes may be ragged, but they are clean," a restate
ment of the proverb, "Cleanliness is next to Godliness." Such an a ttitude 
indicated a spirit of pride and discouraged the tendency to take what 
belonged to another. 

In our generation these simple concepts are no t so easily heeded 
because the electronic media and other distracting techniques perpetu
ate the myth that we can all own eyerything. What we know to be 
true is that unemp loyment ,rnd exclusion from economic opportunities 
clenv the average Black consumer what should be rightfullv his . If being 
rich is the American dream, many who believe this illustion attempt to 
heat the system by rejecting the wo rk ethic that says, "Up in the morn
ing, Out on the job, Work like the devi l for my pay." Religion insists 
that there is no easy and quid: way to success and riches and must 
warn people of the ultimate consequences of dishonest scheming. It 
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in tensifies when one cons iders that among Blacks the victim is usually 
a relative or friend. 

It is against this background of human desperation and fear that 
spiritual values. if sincerely applied, will produce healing and reconci li
ation and iiberation to a battered people. Parents, teachers, counselors, 
and other au thority figures who are transmitte rs of religious values, 
along with organizec reiig:~::.s ':Jodies, must provide t'xamples and 
models of the good life. Re ligion is fu nctional onlv when those who 
embrace it live out their faith, and are accoun table to it for their deeds 
and life style. 

If there is one majo r emphasis to be made on this whole issue of 
Black on Black crime, it is tha t the burden rests greatly upon Black 
religious institutions "·hich have stood the test of time to guide us out 
uf the 1m1ze which is thwarting our progress. This does not by anv 
means ignore the responsibility of other social institutions in Black, as 
we ll as \\'bite America. \Ve already understand as a people that our 
great need is power. However, economic power1 educational nncl cul-
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Bob Gibson pitched shut out ilftcr shut out even t ho ugh 
he h.uJ bronchiill asthma! But wit h Primatenc®1\\isc. an 
ast hma .utack never shut him out of the act ion. It's the 
fastest type relief known fo r occas ional attacks. 

" I sti ll depend o n Primatcnc 1\ \ist;· says Bob, "It gets 
me brcJ.thing freely as fast .is 15 seconds. And to help 
prevent attacks fo r hoL1rs, I use Prim:ttcne T.lblcts with 
the asthma rclic.,.ers doctors recom mend mosc:· 

Used as directc<l, Pri m.lle ne helps keep you in the 
act ion. Get Prim;,itcn c :\\ist .1ncl Pri rnatcnc T.1b lets today. 

SAY THE WORDS, 
AND THE POWER OF 
EARTH, WIND G FIRE 
IS YOURS. 

"I AM!' 

t 7 

- { ' 

/,/,_, 

. ,, 
-..:-V ··r 

Dr. Charles S. Spivey, pastor of Chicago's Quinn Chapel 
A~dE Church, says young people shou ld be encour
aged to develop their talents rather than waste them 
"in the streets.'' Above, he talks with C.irolyn Owens. 

RETURN TO SPIRITUAL VALUES Continued 

tural advantages must go hand in hand with spiritual power, for 
no people have ever risen beyond their inner resources. When we 
understand tha t the whole game of racism and alien forces is to 
attack the spirit; when we realize that Black crime is basically the 
result of denigra ted spirits; then we will be on our way to so lving 
the problem. The will to survive comes of the spirit; the desire to 
be more than we are and to help others to become is a sp iritual 

Continued on Page 142 

Let the music speak for you. ProducedbyMauriceWhiteforKalimbaProductions. 9 

Featuring the smash hit with The Emotions,"Boogie Wonderland:' 
on ARC Records and Tapes. Distributed by Columbia Records. 

,4;t_ 
.. ARC fA:::. il re 1rade:nark5 or the Amer ican Re~ora1ng Company. "CoIumb1a:· ~ are trademarks of CBS Inc. ,c, 1979 CBS Inc. 
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legacy. \.Vhen we allow religion to awaken and increase this 
endowment, things will change drastically. 

Whenever religion has lovingly focused on a beaten down spirit, 
it has proven that it can be the cure. Consider the case of one 
voung man who was convicted of armed robberv and sent to 
prison for a long term. \Vhile in prison, he came u;1cler the influ
ence of caring, religious persons in that community. and conse
quently took on a new spirit. In a short time, tht' same eating 
people helpe_d to get him relee1sed from prison. so convincing was 
his change. Today, he is an ordained mini,ter making his contribu
tion to society. 

Again, there is the case of the young man who admitted to 
being the neighborhood burglar, and. by the time he was ou t of 
high school , was on his way to bigger crimes ·'because he had 
gotten away with it." He, too, made a complete change as a result 
of religious teachings. Presently, he has completed college and is 
doing his part to help others, 

As a final example among countless, we cite the case of the 
woman whose life had become such a shambles that she had 
become alcoholic and a potential suicide. She had had a religious 
background, but had allowed a bad marriage and sexual misuse 
to whip her spirit into dejection. Out of desperation, she redis
covered her faith with the help of religious persons, and eventu
ally earned her degree in social work so that she could assist others 
like herself. She states that, "The presence of God in my life 
helped me to go through my traumatic experiences, and having 
found God, I am now at peace with myself." Her reformation 
shows that no case is hopeless. 

Religion does make a difference in the human sp irit, and like
wise can serve to reenforce in the Black community relations of 
trust and respect. 

In front of his Chicago storefront church, Rev . J<tme:; 

Clark, pastor of Pearly Gate :\LB. Church , talks to two 
neighborhood youths, Frank .\Hcholas (center ), and 
TyTone Prear, who are regular members of his c:hurch . 
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Ebony Photo-Editorial 

WHAT MUST BE DONE 

WHEN we started work on this special issue, we knew that Black 
on Black crime was a critical problem. What we did not know

primarily because no one had presented an up-to-date picture
was the awesome and tragic dimension of the problem. And as we 
dug beneath the surface and processed statistics and reports from 
experts and victims, we found ourselves reeling with shock and 
consternation. 

What do you say when you are told that more Blacks were killed 
by other Blacks in 1977 than were killed by hostile soldiers in 
Vietnam? 

How do you react when you learn that homicide is the leading 
cause of death of inner-city Black males 15 to 44? 

What do you do when you discover that most White policemen, 
prosecutors, judges and even media consider the rape of a Black 
woman a lesser offense than the rape of a White woman? 

What, in a word, is the proper response to a growing menace 
that threatens the lives and property of almost all Black Americans 
and the future of Black America? 

If you are at all sensitive, and if you are concerned about the 
future of Black America, and the future of White America, you will 
probably respond, as we responded, by asking yourself what must 
be done, as Publisher John H. Johnson says in the Publisher's State
ment, "to staunch the flowing blood of the Dream." This, we be
lieve, is the real question-the only question-raised by this issue, 
and we should at least realize that how we answer that question is 
going to determine, in part, whether thousands of Black people live 
or die. 

There is no need, tmder the circumstances, for us to argue over 
different approaches to the problem. The problem is so massive, it 
affects so manv dimensions of our lives and threatens so manv of 
our institution~ and values, that there is room here-and work here 
- fo r evervbody. What is required- and what we call for on the 
fo llowing page-is a national Black policy initiative that integrates 
different efforts and visions into a comprehensive plan for the en
tire Black community. That plan must be clear and unequivocal. 
It must say in simple and sharp language what must be done. It 
must be backed up by every institution in Black America, and it 
must embrace, in our opinion, five exigencies. 

We need, first of all, a new resolve in Black America that Black 
on Black Crime will not be tolerated. \Ve need a new understand
ing, a new family unders tanding, that there are no greater Uncle 
Toms anywhere than Black men and women who cut, shoot, stab, 
rape, rob , maim, mug, murder other Black people. \Ve need a new 
understanding, a new compact, which says, in so many words , that 
men and women, Black and White, who sell hard dope to our chil
dren are grea ter enemies to Black progress than all of the active 
and silent supporters of the Ku Klux Klan. 

That, in our opinion, is the first step. We must, as a community, 
stop accepting unacceptably high rates of crimes in 5iJence. 

The second step is equally urgent and equally simple. (We do 
not accept academic jargon which suggests that the problem is 
"very complicated." ) We must mobilize our power and hold federal , 
state and municipal officials responsible for the high crime rates in 
our communities. We are American citizens. It is the responsibility 
of American officials to solve the problems of American communi
ties, especially when those problems were created, in large part , by 
American history and American governments. We specifically call 
on the American government to do something immediately about 
the intolerably high rates of unemployment in Black America. As 
Publisher Johnso!l says in the Publisher's Statement, we are not 
more criminal than other people: we are simply exposed more often 
to social conditions that have, in other decades, crea ted abnormally 
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high rates of crime in the Irish, Italian and other White ethnic com
munities. And it is time for American public officials to realize that 
a government that can make work for Black men inside prisons 
afrer they commit crimes but cannot find work for Black men out
side prisons before they commit crimes is a government that cannot 
retain the respect and affection of its citizens. This is not a matter of 
concern to Black America alone. For America cannot be made safe 
for anyone until it is made safe for everyone. 

There can be no solution to Black on Black crime without a pro
gram of full employment and social and economic justice. As a tran
sitional program leading to these ends, we urge the immediate 
adoption of a crash program of emergency employment similar to 
the innova tive programs of the Thirties. We specifically recom
mend a national urban Civilian Conservation Corps program 
charged with the responsibility of training youths and teaching 
them social skills while paying them decent wages to clean up and 
restore our deteriorating urban environments. 

At the same time, and for the same reason , we call for an immedi
ate end to the open market in hard drugs in Black America. No 
American government would tolerate such an open market in 
White communities. \Ve ask the American governments to extend 
to decent and law-abiding Black Americans the same rights of pro
tection they extend to decent and law-abiding 'White Americans. 

There are other exigencies, including prison reform. It has been 
established, we think, beyond doubt that the prison system cannot 
solve this problem for the simple reason that the prison system is a 
part of the problem. In fact, there is abundant evidence that most 
prisons are graduate schools in crime where immature offenders 
receive advanced degrees in criminal techniques while they are 
drained of almost every ounce of human feeling by dehumanizing 
conditions and terrified guards who are, more often than not, White 
men hampered by legacies of racism. The solution here is the crea
tion of a new prison system which, among other things, separates 
first offenders from hardened criminals . Such a sys tem would recog
nize the need for more Black guards and for the psychiatric screen
ing and the social training of all guards. 

Here, as elsewhere, there is a desperate need for a single standard 
of justice. And by that, we mean a single standard of patrol in Black 
and \Vhite areas , a single standard of arrest and bail, and a single 
standard of prosecution and judgment. Because of our history in 
this country, many, perhaps most, Blacks are hostile to the police 
and prison systems, oftentimes with good reasons. 'vVe believe the 
police and prison systems are obliged now, because of their record 
and our history, to bend over backwards to show Blacks and other 
minorities that they are fair, and that they are working in the best 
interest of all Americans. As a practical matter, this will require 
more Blacks and minorities in sensitive positions. 

These things must be done, primarily by persons and forces out
side the Black community0 But there are, finaily, some specific 
things we can and must do for ourselves . 

• \Ve must develop a new personal attitude that crime and 
criminality will not be tolerated in our neighborhoods and our 
communities. 

• \Ve must stop supporting crime by dealing in "hot" merchan
dise and by shutting our eyes to the victimiza tion of our brothers 
and sisters. For if someone rips off your brother today, it will only 
be a matter of time before he ge ts around to you. 

• \Ve must convene ci tywide conferences to deal with crime in 
Ioca I areas . 

• We must develop anti-crime and anti-drng components in 
every church and comm unity institution. The World Community 
of Islam in the 'vVest and some Black churches have had phenom-
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enal success in reclaiming convicts and changing drug addicts. 
Bishop Vinton R. Anderson speaks to this issue in these pages. We 
endorse his recommendations. 

Beyond all that, deeper than all that, we must return to that 
family spirit that enabled our ancestors to survive slavery and 
segregation . There was a time-and it wasn't too long ago- when 
the Black communities of America were surrounded bv circles of 

EBONY • August, !979 

mutual support and sustenance that protected the Black child, no 
matter how far he wandered, and that condemned the Black vio
lator, no matter how high he rose. \Ve have come to a hard place in 
our history that calls for the reforging of the shattered links in the 
circle of solidarity and mutual support. For when all is said and 
clone, the only truly safe place for any of us is in our neighbor's and 
our brother's and our sister's heart. 
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A CALL TO ACTION 

Henry L. Aaron 

1r1dk together children, 

Don't _vou get ffear_y, 

!Valk together children, 

Don't you get ·KeLZr_v. 

Oh, talk together childre11, 

Don 't 1·ou a-et ·,e•earv, . .::, . 

There 's a grettt camp meeting 

In the Promiser! L and. 

This so ng, and the spirit of this song, sustained Black peo ple 111 slavery 

and segregation . 

T he song and the spirit told all Blacks that they were m embers. of the 

same famil y of suffering and aspiration. 

T he song and the spirit told them that they were me m bers of one 

another and responsible for one another. 

A1'.d the song and the spirit speak to us todav . 

For we are threatened bv external .and internal factors, including the 

problem of Black on Black crime detailed in this special issue. We believe 

that th is problem and the f undamental causes of this problem- unem ploy

ment and rac ism and injustice- are threats to our existence as a peop le, 

and that the time has come for a na t ional campaign of nonviolence in 

the Black comm unitv. , 

We urge leaders and organizations represe n ting all \·iewpoints to co n

vene citvwide conferences to de vise wavs and means of dealing with the 

external and internal th reats. 

vVe urge local and nationa l gro u ps to begin a natio nal dialogt1e leading 

to a national Black conference on Black on Black crim e. 
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BACKSTAGE 

S O1''!E folk think that a special issue should be a snap . .-'1.fter all, the 
stories are all on the same general subject, there are experts who can 

be ,1pproached and they can lead you to others. Editors and writers 
can share research and photographers will have a chance to really dig 
in and shoot everything they've ever wanted to on a certain subject. 

But it doesn't work out that wav. There are experts, many of them, 
but then you find they begin to disagree. Then it turns out that several 
of the top authorities whom you wish to w1ite first person pieces are 
tied up or, horrors, they can't write. Staffers develop complexes because 
they don't have enough space to "really get into this piece" or they find 
themselves assigned to their second choice-and second choices are 
much more difficult to do. And then there are some diehards who say, 
"we never shou ld have done this issue. :Vly suggestion woulci have been 
much more pertinent." 

But, in the end, everyone comes around, the job does get done and 

the magazine finally goes to press. That's when we begin to do a lot of 
second guessing. We question our judgement in doing one story rather 
than one we left out. We realize there are areas of the subject that space 
just didn't allow us to get into. We suddenly discover, too late, that 
there is a writer who would have been ideal for a certain subjec t. All 
we can do is Rle the name for a possible story later. 

But the second guessing does us no good. \Ve have to sink or swim 
on the product turned out by the entire staff of Eso..,;y and our guest 
writers. As it is, we feel that this special on "Black On Black Crime" is a 
good one. We considered the subject several times in the past few years 
but felt that we were not quite ready to touch it. Now we feel it had to 
be done-and we did it. 

Credit for this issue, from the Publisher's Statement by Editor and 
Publisher John H. Johnson to the final editorial content on Page 146, 
has to go to a lot of people in addition to those whose pieces appear 
under bylines. Executive Editor Herbert Nipson supervised the produc
tion of the issue which digs deeply into a subject suggested by Senior 
Editor Lerone Bennett Jr. :Vlanaging Editors Hans J. ~fassaquoi and 
Charles L. Sanders. Senior Staff Editor Alex Poinsett, Associate Editor 
Ronald Howell and :\ssistant Editors :V[ichele Bmgen, Ron Harris, 
Shawn Lewis and Derek Reveron did a yeoman job of researching and 
w1iting the bulk of this issue. Photographers Vandell Cobb, Moneta 
Sleet Jr., G. ~farshall Wilson and Maurice Sorrell did their usual excel
lent job with the assistance of photo lab technicians John Wheeler and 
Jerome Smith. 

In next month's issue, we will return to our general coverage of what's 
happening to Black America-from the serious to the frivolous. One 
story that might run the gamut of interest will be a profile on The 
Jacksons (above) the still young singing group that came out of Gary, 
Ind., ten years ago as a cute bunch of youngsters and has become an 
international giant in the entertainment field. Without strong family 
control and a fami ly unity that kept them on the straight and narrow, 
the youngsters could possibly have become subjects for the current issue 
rather than the September one. 

USE SULFUR•&® HAIR &SCALP CONDITIONER. 
IT'S MEDICATED. 

How can your hair look good unless 
your scalp does7 

Sulfur-8 Hair and Scalp Conditioner is 
medicated to help fight dandruff. 

It gets down. 
Stimulates your scalp. 
Helps put down dry hair. 

Conditions your whole head. 
And keep your hair clean. With Sulfur-8 

Medicated Shampoo. The deep down cleaner 
that goes after dandruff. 

For soft, manageable hair you can wear 
any way you like, use the Sulfur-8s. 

Let your hair show you care. 
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LETTERS 
TO THE 
EDITOR 

BLACK ON BLACK CRIME 
I ha ve been a faithful reader of 

E rio N Y for ma11 y, many years. In fact, 

I was a young ne\\·shoy who ca rri e d 
the first edition of EuoN Y years ago in 
B11ffalo, N.Y. 

I have neve r written a le tte r to the 
editor before , but aft pr having read 
the August issue, "8lack On Bl ack 
Crim('," I j LLs t had to write and sa y 
wha t a superb job of journali sm you 
have d o r:i e . N~a rl y fa ultl ess fr.9111 be
ginni ng to end ; a hitter medic ine hut 
one w hic h we Bbck people so d es
pe rately need . 

A. L . Gn1FF1n1 
Omah a , Neh. 

I have just fi n ished reading from 
cove r to covrr the special iss ue. I 11111st 
say it has grieved me to th e bottom 
of my soul to lea rn the sordid b ut 
tnw fa cts as they were prese nted in 
th at issue. I once had a conversation 
with a White co-worker of mine con
ce rning racism and oppress ion of 
Bl acks in Am erica. When I told her 
fra nkl y tk,t Whi tes are responsibl e for 
the oppress ion of colored people, she 
told me fra nkly that she feel., it's l:.ll acks 
w ho oppress other Blacks! I was 
shocked! I d id not wa nt to beli eve it! 

But no\\' [ g11 css th <' t rnth \\' ill (·0111 c 
out th at it is rca ll \' 11.1· wh o cause rnos t 
of our 0\\'11 sulkrin g. \'our a rticl es 
" ·1• rc 111agn ific,·11t a nd I feel they shou ld 
he placed in the hands of, nnd he read 
by, every lit era l<" pe rson in the l ' .S. 
today. Thanks, E uoNY. Kcc- p up the 
excelk11t " orkf 

F F.nN l'oYs cn 

Brookly n, ~- Y. 

"fll.i ck On flla ck C rime" is an l,i s
tor ic and prn ro11 11 d tcs li111 ony of the 
cha llen ges confro ntin g Black An,n il';t. 
As a mcmlw r of the Jos!:'phitc F:ithcrs 
and Broth ers, a Catholic Soc ie ty tl, a t 
has servl'd till' Blal'k corn1111n1il1 for 
more th an I 00 yea rs, I app la n.l a11d 
pledge s11pport of the go.11s as 011t
li,wd. Th e tirncs ca ll for mc n of inno
vation a nd , ·ision to selfless ly gi,·c of 
thcmsclv cs in sc- rvice. I pray that all 
\\' ill reali ze tha t what uffects o n e u lti 
mat!'l y a ffect s us all. 

HF.v. C \l<l, A. F1s11rn. S.S .J . 
Director, D epar/111 c 11t uf V o cariu11s 

Tli e Jo.1·r11h i re Farh c r .1 and H11,rh c rs 

fkil t irnorc, \Id. 

I've just fini shed rea din g the specia l 
issue o n Bl ack On IJlack C rilll <" a11d 
\\'OU!d li h it know n that the St;i te of 
No rth Ca ro lina is among the l,i gges t 
creclitors lo the sys lc rn's crinw gro wth 
lw rc in the South . It has const a ntly 
pla.ced youn g Blacks in prison and re
leased hardened c rim inals out of the 
sta te pe nitC'ntia ri es. I ha v(' round it to 
he true in many casrs, for I myself 
have been dealing \\' ith the dc l111111 a 11iz
ing process the State hands n11l, and 
its rui !"s on behavior and !:'X tt' rn :d fac
tors can only be programmin g th e con
fin (•cl Black both ph ys ica ll y and me n
tally, the reby making them susceptible 
to a life of Black on Black crime . 

AN I N i\lATE 

Divis ion of Pr isn n ~ 

Stal e of North Carolina 
Salishmy, N. C. 

I' would lik e- to thank all who " ·"'re 
involved for pllblishing the Special ls
s11c. I would especially like to th,r 11k 

f"j :-j 

~ .'i 
·';'/'1•·.,!\l,!'1, ,? ,): I 

• .i ' 
·1!~. :.-~t, 
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I 

½~ 
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milicnily . \\'c w ere oner- princ.-cs and 
princc-ssc-s of the world , and hy our own 
lrnnds arc d t's lror ing omsrlvcs. \ \'c 
praclke narci.'-sism ( self love). \Ve 
have hccomc om own God i<lol:itors in 
the ,,·orst way. \Ve cv('n rc llflwccl a 
s impl r- prnyN or acknowlcd~emcnt of 
Cr,cl take n out of the classrooms. T he 
smarlt'"' men l1aYc not b<'e n nblc to 
cornt• 11p with a solution lhal works. 
Cod talks to 11.'i lhrough lht• c:enlurics. 

\\'c are no helter thnn Sotlorn aml C:o
morrah or the City of nah}1lon. 

Until "'<' C'Ollle to know "'ho \H' ;:1 rr, 

lh<'r<' won·t he any pracc- or prospc-r ily 
fo r us. \\"r live and Ion• ancl hc licvc 
in li rs. For ::ts long n!'i we lum from 
God Almighty we will see more hidc011s 
crimes nnc l pcn ·crsinns than e,·er known 
to mnnkinrl hefon!. \Ve hcwc patterned 
onrsc l" <'S to the h<'a then "ay. 

CAROi .. A. ~ (II .ES 

ChitllRO, Ill. 

commrnd E noN ,. aml the rdit ors 

I-Iennessy stands tall, 
all around the world. 

r,1?"~?' 

) 
,,.._ 

for the Black on nla ck Crime art idrs 
i11 th C' A11g11st ismc. The editors got to 
lhc true- csst·ncr of the prnhl<'ms that 
1.·<1nstih1te nlnck on Dla<·k Cl'imc . I 
!-hare tli r opinion of most of the top 
oHk inl s, orgnniwtionnl heads, doc lol'S, 
ancl h,wyrr; nhout thr J:?rnw ing nee d of 
tli r c:ommnnity's .support nnc1 concern, 
nnd th r clcspr rntc nr t·d to c hnngc tlic 
criminnl justice sy,1; lrm. 

I'm :111 inmnlr serving a tcnu of 75 
)Tar!-. nnd like thoo!'i t'Hlds of ot lwr 
Olr,ck inlllates lhro111.d1out this co11nlry, 
r"<.' !'nllrn victim to the unjust and 

y. 

;~1, 

~ 

rad!il wtty the justic<• .sr ... t<·m is ru, 

""~ shockrcl that tht Sink of ~Ii 
land was11·1 nwntionrd in any of )I 

arti c:k-s, hrca11 st· it h.1~ n hi1.d1 ratt• 
r:.H' isrn in th e jnsl kc- sys tem . I i\1 

know \\'hl'lh<'r you arc• nwar, 
rc·ct•nt cnntro"<>rsy ovC' r the J 
c-hion in which thC' AppP 
showed its la c-k n f cre<lihility 
Fair an<l h rmr'-1 <kdsions in at 
thr ~1ar~·b11tl ('Ol l'-{ilutional l,1 
.!!fl'Trn this stat1· . Th(' d1'<"i ' 
"" t'!'l limat f' tl 5 ,000 1w<1p1 111•1, t 
Bbd.:s, wl10 !we\ their riµhts \'in\ ·h 

·1 n 1H lt ·r tl u- 11 kb Dr•c i_,;icm . Hnl "·111 •1 II 
:\ ppra ls C:0111l rt·a li :1.,·d l11m 1nan~ p, ·, 
pie· ii wo11!d nfff'tt, tlu- C11nr l rnud1h(· 

it\ d,·ci -. ion . They u~•·tl tlw , ,1,n 

'"111nd ify," h11t wh:it 1\ l('y r<·allr ,Iii 
"a, ~h OW\.'d ho\\· cnrrnpl .ind 1,,d'-I ilh 

j,, ,. t iel' sp lt ·111 is in 1l1i:,. !'11:llf" • 

It._, 11.trd to show n·s1w<·t for lht 
i11..,l kt• sys t1 ·111 "''" .. n it !-hows r ou ,., 
11111d1 di -;rc•s1H•t'l for ~·n11r rights ~ ... 
7.1•11 ,; nf thi,1; c-rn111try. fl ·,_ m~ opinion 

I 
th, · St att• ol \laryl ,ind hn•1·d~ nim1 . 
in!-lc;·1d of ri• h:thili t ating tlw m. It 
rclir·f lo knn \\' th:il ,w h:t\f' lnp of11 , 

! nnd nll H'r m,l!;uii ;,.atinm ,haring 
t·onc<·rn . hut 1111til the._ ,. prohlt•1u., 111• 

t·o111r• 11 n·a lit ,·, .i nti not a drt•;11n , ,u ·Ii 
h :1, 1· lu go o;, '- Hffaing lh{' 11ni1• '- l :11111 

nidst way tlw j11"t ir \.' ,~ .. 1, ·111 i~. 

Je,..,11p. \fd. 

C,111101 .1. t-: . 11 ., 111 11,,,, 
rnr1u C' nf /11 , rit11ti ,111 

St,1ft' "' .'1fl q1f,111d 

Tl w 1.:urr fnr Bl.u:l 0 11 Bbc·k 
I is lor ,•,H:h IJl.u·k lo ery out lo 

" l .ord, th:rnk you for ) Our 10\'L• . < 
\\"ithin 111e a ek.i.n lw,ll't . Fill !Ht 

11 n<lt'rst;1 11lli11g. Amc-n.·· 
Jon~ C.. l', lcCu .:: . ...:Jlt , , 

C hit-ago, Ill. 

E\'l• ry An gust. E11n~ Y f'Omt ·s up ,, i1l 1 

:m i11forn1;1(i\ c· nnd i11l ('n'" li11g !ip<'t'i,,! 
!'ditinn :rnd I lonk f,11",,:ml to ~('l · i1 

ii . Tl1c i!>sue conc·(• rni11 1! tlw p1ol1li 
or Bl:u..:k Oil Bla ck l rilll(' \\ n1; \\'l' : 

togf'l hcr. IJm,·tTrr. I lr11d ii i1u 1nli1 1 

th :i l in thal ""mt· j c;., ,w _ mi t\ 1, 
I '".S tric: 11:, For I ,a11'..'.h ,,;;;·· pn µ: ,· ,d i !lu• 
I <.:artonm W( · r<· ah1t1tt Bl:1C"k " rippiuµ: nll 

llla <.· k .... It Sl'l'1ll '- I,, ..... . • 1· - · ., 
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cr<'ditor" t'o thl' -..: "i tc111·~ t 1inw ,cn,,,· 1h 
h<'rf' ill IIH' Sc,1111, It 11.i s cllns lanlh

phccd ;-01 11,g Tl!.11 ks in prhnll :ind r!'
if'asc ,l h a rd c ll<'d crin,i !lal, Ollt of Iii (' 

s tale pc nil<'llliari f's. I IJ:l\ 't• fn1md ii to 

I

' h e trnc in llHlll\. c,1s,·s. fpr I mvs" lf 

h,i,-c hc ('n ckalill·~ ,1·itl1 tlw d,,li11nialli1-

ing pro('CSS I he Stah· h ands 0111 , and 
ils rnks on lw h ,1, irir ,rn tl c·slt'rnal fac-

tors ca n onh- hr p111L;ra1lllniw, th, · con

finC'd l3hck hot h p li\·s icall,· a nd nwn
[;Jlh-. tlwrehy 111nkin ,l; tlwm snsceptihle 

to a l ife of Bhck on Black " rime. 
A~ l~\I \Tl( 

Diri1in11 of l 'ri,11111 

Sta le oj ,\ ',11 th C:aroli 11a 
Snlishury, N. C. 

I would like- In tliank ,ill \\'ho \\'1•JT 

in,ohT d for p11hlisliing tlw S1wcia l ls
s111·. I \\'011ld 1.·sp1:ci,1lh· li k,· lo 1k111k 
Hon 11 :uris for tlw sad ,rn d painf11l a,
liclc·. " J!arlcm Tra ,;,·dr: D e ,dh ,\Jm,, , t 
Dc.s lrnys Farnil,- ... \ly hrn11 _l(oe., 0111 

lo Clori a \\ ' illi ams an d her familr ,1lld 
all tliosE· w hn know them. 

1.r.,\11 E~CE IL l\t cE 

Philaclc-lphia . Pa. 

ThC' arlic l<' I" · \\'inslon E. '. loon·, 

"Goi11 .t! Easy ()11 Cri111i11a ls Enc1>11ra .~l·S 
Cri111 c," was one.· th ~1 l [ sinc<'rc ly agn-e 
\\'ilh. l a/ll g lad to know !hat s n111t· 

of ot11· Black lcadns nre not afrnid lo 

s iwak 011t against othn Blac ks s irnpl v 
h ec,111.sc they arP lll:ll'k. Th<" arti('lt- is 
on,· t hat has hc •(' JI ;1 Io n.'-' ti!l11' co 11 1111g 

,rnd I hope that ii " ·ill ope 11 011r l"Y<·., lo 
thi s dilern rnn. l ,·n t"o11ragc :Sir. :\loorc 

to C'<>ntin11c to fight. I le has more 1wo
ple behind him than he n ,ay realize. 

l'niil Bl"c ks rcal iz,· 11,at ;\Ir. \loor,· is 
C<llTC'l'l' , we will l'011ti11LIL' to h:l\'C this 
d11 ,il plantation j11stil<' syst ,,m . 

Ho11un S 1•. 1:-;:-,, 
Fa) 'C' tt evi lfc, ;-.;, C. 

Th e articles 0 11 l3 h1l'k on Black c ri_,nc 
\\'Crc long overd11L' . I \,cl ic,'t' that your 

rn ,1gazinc can senc- as ,1 co11 stanl n•
. rnindcr w ith continuing serials to e ffect I , 
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LETTERS Conllnaed 

the changes tli:it arc so t.lrspcrntely 
nC'cdcd to give Hlack childrC'n hope . 
The: posili \·c ima~C's of the Black com
m11nitics ( entcrlaincrs, athletes, busi
nrss persons, politici a ns, de.) must be
come very \'o(·al. \\'r need more heroPs 
ancl heroines for our yo\mg 1wople . The 
pimps, the dealers, the 11111gger.s must 
lie de11ounc{·d for their attacks on 
Hl ;1cks and for their talk abonl 
"gdli11~ o,·er." 

" Th ere is no w itness :;o terrible, no 

accu ser so polent. as the- consc ience that 
thn· lls in E,·err \ 1,m 's breast''-l'olyb
i11s. 

F11A N K CAIHl,\l. 

Nor thglenn , Colo. 

I found this iS.'> 11(' n :-ry informath·e 

I 
and emharr;t.,;;si ng fo r nl atks in Aowrica 
;111d it's time for tis "rniddlr-class 

' Bl.1rks" to di s<: ipline and c<l11c;1tc nne 
' ,,not lie r. If we ns an et hnic group 
don't start lo unite , "·c as an ethnic 

! .l!roup will llC\'£'f ht> rcsiwcted and wi ll 
tlct<'riornle in tmlay 's society. 

Li\nJ\Y nA:-:Ks i E\'anslon, 111. 

r a~rrc \'t:" f)' .,; trongly with \\' inston 
E. ~loon? on his .s tnt cmcnt about the 
"\\'hitt•-contrnlkd dual criminal justice 
s~slcrn, " E\·en though I am only 16 
years old, J am aware of w hat Mr. 
:-..Ioore is ta lking ahout. I think this situ-
ation of the \Vhil<'S still treating us 
Blacks like we arc still their slaves , but 

~ only in a different way, may be what 
, they ( \\'hitrs) consider the modern 

, way. I think something needs to he 

done :1ho11t !his . \Vhil rs aren't any 
better thc1n Hinck,; . \Ve :1rc ,di C:Ofl' ::; 
pC'ople nnd we- all n-i ll he jud ~cd on 
Judgmrnt Day hy 1 lim no lll;ltlcr \,·hat 
rnce, color, ek. we rm:.>. So let 11!- think 
about this now \\ hile Cnd is gidng tis 
the mind and the d1:mcc to do it . 

s. n .... TEs 

~rincr;i!, Vn. 

\\ ' C' ;i<; Dbck pf'opl<' han· for ,i;;o long 
kt nnr~rh·cs h<' d (' p: radrd . Jn the ·eos 
we Wf're informed that ,n· ,vot1ltl lrn vc 
eq _,rything lakt· n n,, ·a~· from l•s-di gnitY, 
pridr, !--f" if-rcspec t, .l ll. No\v it' s h;1p
p e 11i11g and what ;:trc WC' rca lly doing 
.is :l " ·hole rnce? In d«~pression lii nt'<;, 
our mer sta yed tog{" lht'T ( h r t! r r t hr111 
now ) , and we cnn do it no"·· l am 
r('ady, willing :1nd ;1hlc 10 he lp ;1\l 

nl;1 rk people . \Ve h :n ·c to start somc
wlwre, bdorc it's loo late. t,. fy rea"-on 
i s th .l t I am Black ,rn, l I C;lfl'. 

Jon :E E,·ANS 

C anton, Ohio 

Your spcdal issn(' hi t die targe t on 
the bullseye in rnnny ,1.~1wt:ls of the 
criuscs, co11.~equencc~, :.1ml cures for 
IJ lack on Illnck c rirnf' . Black Ame rica ns 
slioul<l take heed of you r long-overdue 
mrssa ,ge and work hard toge the r to al
le \iate the prohle 111s that .i re intl ic tt·d 
upon our race due tn this society's 
soci.il structure. 

VEn:-; ,\JU) V, ,VJLKF.I\SON 

Fort Di.,, N . Y. 

Yon cn nnot f'XC\15(" Black crime 
s imply i11 terms of lack of economic op
portunities ( johs) ~nd racism. Dbcks 
in this ~encrn.tion arc largely on an 
" individual kick," lncking prope r re -

I 
' i ·1' 
. r1~ 
·,.;; 
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'-pect for fanlily, 1:-' ld Prs, in slit tilinns. 
I low C'l iw ca n ~ 0 11 explnin v11lgar 
~houlin g in the middle of the night in 
mo~t Bl :.1ck nci.e:hhorhoods, poor or 
middle c lass? Parents allow their ehil 
dn, 11 to go out rtnd ~wt mixed up in 
h,1d tl 1in J!s, :tll(I 1he kicls a(·t ,111pidly 
"know-it-all," cetting int o rohbny, 
burgbry, drugs ! in ~pil<' of a ll th () 
\\;m1ings r1bo11 t drngs gning on fo r 
more 1h.1 n I fl ~(•~rs). Thl' , and ,1 lis1H 11 f 

nlal' k pmpnly hy spil r ful :1dn lts :111d 
L· hildr('11 alikr is in <lic;llin' nf a \'ast 
,ic knc.~s nmon .l.! 11s . A return to reli).!inn 
might curC' it , .incl a rl't 11rn l o hopt· nf 
p1 ogrcss frnm our own hrnH··s l hard 
toilin g-. Ne"· \!rnnp,; co111i111r In Anwrica 
,, ill do it tlwt \\·;,~·. and " hen the~· 
rt--":id1 11pprr hei,:rh ts, , in indolr nl 131:tck 
mi ~ltt still be on the hntlum . 

Br.11 r l' ~ 1> 1i11 \,·<mn 
\'<.>W York. i\. r. 

In rec;pcct tu Black on Bl;H:k criinl', 
11n{· mploy111e11t, \\ elf arr. eh.:., ,·tc, thr 
'-;o , icl U nion h el'• a working solulinn 
to all tlwsc prohkm-; , ,ind they ;ire a ll 
too "·illing to share the m ,\ ith us. n e 
p,,t icn t. 

C. \\· . A :-:oFnso::-,:, :-..1.D. 
\orfolk , Va. 

After rc,,cling "C.oing Ea<;y On Crim
i11,1l s Enconrngrs C rilllc," h y \\'inston 
E. \loore, J h,ne come to reali ze ,,n-
11t licr form of nlnck on Black crime. 
I le wants society lo come down on 
Bla<"k me n who\·e been clrnrged wilh 
crimes by putting 11 s in prbon and 
: lll'm,·i ng aw:i y the key. That's like 
pullint? o ff lc~wes with the intent of 
killing the tree. You'll ncn·r prevent 
cr ime or kill lhe tree IIJ:l t way. You 

lt';11,t 1.(11 IP the ronl of !he prnhlem. The 
fi rq <;1u•s ti c111 ~011 shmrld fi111 I th(' an
-~ \\f ' r In i<;. • \\'hy d nt'S a }H'TS01 1 t'Olll

lllit cri nw( ~ ,?" \\ 1;1s lw h n m a dope
d P,d r r? \\ ·as; lir /J orn a rnu ,l.!gcr? \ Vas 
he fwm n th ie f? "No" is !lie only rc;t
,;;o nab\,, ;Hl~\H·r lo lh O.'-t' tlirf't' qnr"- 

ticm~. So ht• mn~l·, t· goll cn th l' idn, 
from qrnwhocl y nftc, he nas actu:illy 
horn int n thi,; " ·<n ld . TIH' C:m·crnmcnt 
is l,chind tilt' '-lwh· ly \\ hich produ <.TS 
these 11copl t• " hnr 11 ~Ir. \lnore reFers 
to a.s "punk~:· I think ;\ Ir. \ foorc would : 
t?et a reprimand from ;\l,11ti11 Lulh<"r 1 

F.: ing: Jr. if h<:' werr with 11!'- (f)d ay. An<l 1 

that '~ whv 1'111 tcikin g il upon rnysl' lf 
to <:('(' ll~;1t \Ir. r-. lonre t!t:-1'; it. ~(r. ' 

\ lnnrC' i-. wrnnq . " 'hat lie is _,;;;1y i11 g can 
only keep us apart :i. ~ a p<.>011le. 

Trenlon , ;,..: . J. 

S-r,\ :,; J.EY S1:--Dm:,.:s 

F nrrnd<'r (111d I'res ide,it, 

rlw Nru.: Lifer'.,; Group, 
Tn•11fm1 Sta te l 'riso 11 

I want lo c.:011111wrnl your timely ar
ti cles on Blatk On Ula<"k Crime, but 
,, h~- must ,, e:· tum th e p.igc and sec 
c.lrtoon.~ dcpic. ting tlw l('\i ly of such 
n critica l iss11 1.·. whid, the Ihem e of 

your issue deplores? 
S. \ ' u . LAlU:AL 

\\ 'ashington, D. C. 

It's not' just the r m·ironrnc nl nr suh
stnndard IH)11-" ing or l:,ck of jobs, no 
matte r how m t"a nin~fu l they may he. 
\\·e a.<: a people ha ,·c !u rned from Corl. 
\\ ·r worship nP\\ ' cars a11cl clothes and 
the nlmiglity di sC'm and h:i \· ing :i. good 
d:unn time>. :,. fore and more of us lrn vc 
lurnrd to sexual pervers ion aud pro

Corrtf11ued on Next Page 

Boh Gibson pitched !l hut out ,"lflcr shut o ut C\CII though 
he h,,d hronc hi.-t! as thrn,, ! But wit h Pri111Jl<'rH.."@\\\i s t,a11 
as lhrn.i c1tt.,ck nc"c•·slwl him o ut o f the ,lCtion. Jt's the 
fastes t type fl• licf kno w n for occ.ic;ion., I ,1tlc1cks. 

"I stifl dcpc·11<l o n Prim.1tcnc,\\i s t:· s.1ys Hoh. "It gets 
me hrc,1thi11g fn:c ly .is f,1 .~t i\5 15 seconds. Ami to hcl p 
prevent .,1 t.1 c ks for hour5, I u se Prim,,tt.·•H.' T., l)kt s wit h 
tit<: .1 -.t h111 ,l n.:1 ic , crs d o<. tors rno111mc 1ul most:· 

Used as directed, Prim.1t c 11 c help~ keep you i11 the 
c1clion . Get Prim,1lcnc l\'is t .1.ml Prim.itenc T,, bh.·ts t o da y. 

"I-"" ... :L 

~-y SHOES FEEd E1ETTER ON THAN OFF." 


