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Ebony Photo-Editorial
WHAT MUST BE DONE

w HEN we started work on this special issue, we knew that Black
on Black crime was a critical problem. What we did not know—
primarily because no one had presented an up-to-date picture—
was the awesome and tragic dimension of the problem. And as we
dug beneath the surface and processed statistics and reports from
experts and victims, we found ourselves reeling with shock and
consternation.

What do vou say when vou are told that more Blacks were killed
by other Blacks in 1977 than were killed by hostile soldiers in
Vietnam?

How do vou react when vou learn that homicide is the leading
cause of death of inner-city Black males 15 to 44?

What do you do when you discover that most White policemen,
prosecutors, judges and even media consider the rape of a Black
woman a lesser offense than the rape of &« White woman?

What, in a word, is the proper response to a growing menace
that threatens the lives and property of almost all Black Americans
and the future of Black America?

If you are at all sensitive, and if you are concerned about the
future of Black America, and the future of White America, you will
probably respond, as we responded, by asking yourself what must
be done, as Publisher John H. Johnson says in the Publisher’s State-
ment, “to staunch the flowing blood of the Dream.” This, we be-
lieve, is the real question—the only question—~raised by this issue,
and we should at least realize that how we answer that question is
going to determine, in part, whether thousands of Black people live
or die.

There is no need, under the circumstances, for us to argue over
different approaches to the problem. The problem is so massive, it
affects so many dimensions of our lives and threatens so many of
our institutions and values, that there is room here—and work here
—for evervbody. What is required—and what we call for on the
following page—is a national Black policy initiative that integrates
different efforts and visions into a comprehensive plan for the en-
tire Black community, That plan must be clear and unequivocal.
It must say in simple and sharp language what must be done. It
must be backed up by every institution in Black America, and it
must embrace, in our opinion, five exigencies.

We need, first of all, a new resolve in Black America that Black
on Black Crime will not be tolerated. We need a new understand-
ing, a new family understanding, that there are no greater Uncle
Toms anywhere than Black men and women who cut, shoot, stab,
rape, rob, maim, mug, murder other Black people. We need a new
understanding, a new compact, which says, in so many words, that
men and women, Black and White, who sell hard dope to our chil-
dren are greater enemies to Black progress than all of the active
and silent supporters of the Ku Klux Klan.

That, in our opinion, is the first step. We must, as a community,
stop accepting unacceptably high rates of crimes in silence.

The second step is equally urgent and equally simple. (We do
not accept academic jargon which suggests that the problem is
“very complicated.”) We must mobilize our power and hold federal,
state and municipal officials responsible for the high crime rates in
our communities. We are American citizens. It is the responsibilitv
of American officials to solve the problems of American communi-
ties, especially when those problems were created, in large part, by
American history and American governments. We specifically cail
on the American government to do something immediately about
the intolerably high rates of unemployment in Black America. As
Publisher Johnson says in the Publisher’s Statement, we are not
more criminal than other people: we are simply exposed more often
to social conditions that have, in other decades, created abnormally
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high rates of crime in the Irish, Italian and other White ethnic com-
munities. And it is time for American public officials to realize that
a government that can make work for Black men inside prisons
after they commit crimes but cannot find work for Black men out-
side prisons before they commit crimes is a government that cannot
retain the respect and affection of its citizens. This is not a matter of
concern to Black America alone. For America cannot be made safe
for anyone until it is made safe for everyone.

There can be no solution to Black on Black crime without a pro-
gram of full employment and social and economic justice. As a tran-
sitional program leading to these ends, we urge the immediate
adoption of a crash program of emergency employment similar to
the innovative programs of the Thirties. We specifically recom-
mend a national urban Civilian Conservation Corps program
charged with the responsibility of training youths and teaching
them social skills while paying them decent wages to clean up and
restore our deteriorating urban environments.

At the same time, and for the same reason, we call for an immedi-
ate end to the open market in hard drugs in Black America. No
American government would tolerate such an open market in
White communities. We ask the American governments to extend
to decent and law-abiding Black Americans the same rights of pro-
tection they extend to decent and law-abiding White Americans.

There are other exigencies, including prison reform. It has been
established, we think, beyond doubt that the prison system cannot
solve this problem for the simple reason that the prison system is a
part of the problem. In fact, there is abundant evidence that most
prisons are graduate schools in crime where immature offenders
receive advanced degrees in criminal techniques while they are
drained of almost every ounce of human feeling by dehumanizing
conditions and terrified guards who are, more often than not, White
men hampered by legacies of racism. The solution here is the crea-
tion of a new prison system which, among other things, separates
first offenders from hardened criminals. Such a system would recog-
nize the need for more Black guards and for the psychiatric screen-
ing and the social training of all guards.

Here, as elsewhere, there is a desperate need for a single standard
of justice. And by that, we mean a single standard of patrol in Black
and White areas, a single standard of arrest and bail, and a single
standard of prosecution and judgment. Because of our history in
this country, many, perhaps most, Blacks are hostile to the police
and prison systems, oftentimes with good reasons. We believe the
police and prison systems are obliged now, because of their record
and our history, to bend over backwards to show Blacks and other
minorities that they are fair, and that they are working in the best
interest of all Americans. As a practical matter, this will require
more Blacks and minorities in sensitive positions.

These things must be done, primarily by persons and forces out-
side the Black community. But there are, finally, some specific
things we can and must do for ourselves.

® We must develop 2 new personal attitude that crime and
criminality will not be tolerated in our neighborhoods and our
communities.

¢ e must stop supporting crime by dealing in “hot” merchan-
dise and by shutting our eyes to the victimization of our brothers
and sisters. For if someone rips off your brother today, it will only
be a matter of time before he gets around to you.

® We must convene citywide conferences to deal with crime in
local areas.

® We must develop anti-crime and anti-drug components in
every church and community institution. The World Community
of Islam in the West and some Black churches have had phenom-
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A CALL TO ACTION

Il alk together children,
Don’t you get weary,

IFPalk together children,
Don’t you get weary.

Oh, tulk together children,
Don't you get weary,

Theres u great camp meeting
In the Promised Land.

This song, and the spirit of this song, sustained Black people in slavery
and segregation.

The song and the spirit told all Blacks that they were members. of the
same tamily of suffering and aspiration.

The song and the spirit told them that they were members of one
another and responsible for one another.

And the song and the spirit speak to us today.

For we are threatened by external and internal factors, including the
problem of Black on Black crime detailed in this special issue. We believe
that this problem and the fundamental causes of this problem—unemploy-
ment and racism and injustice——are threats to our existence as a people,
and that the time has come for a national campaign of nonviolence ix
the Black community.

We urge leaders and organizations representing all viewpoints to con-
vene citvwide conterences to devise wavs and means of dealing with the
external and internal threats.

We urge local and national groups to begin a national dialogue leading

to a national Black conference on Black on Black crime.

Henry L. Aaron

Vice President, Atlanta Braves
Cardiss R. Collins

U.S. Congresswoman and

Chairwoman of Congressional Black Caucus
John M. Conyers Jr.

U.S. Congressman

Chairman, Subcommittee on Crime,
U.S. House of Representatives
Dorothy i. Height

National President

Nationa! Council of Negro Women, Inc.
Rev. Benjamin L. Hooks

Executive Director, NAACP
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Rev. Jesse L. Jackson

President, Operation PUSH

John H. Johnson

President and Publisher

Johnson Publishing Co., Inc.

Rev. William A. Jones

President, Progressive National Baptist Convention
Vernon E. Jordan Jr.

President, National Urban League

Rev. Joseph E. Lowery
President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference

Rev. Martin Luther King Sr.

Pastor Emeritus, Ebenezer Baptist Church

Wallace Deen Muhammad

President, World Community of Al-Islam in the West
Rt. Rev. H. Thomas Primm

Senior Bishop, General Board of the A.M.E. Church
Rev. James Clark Sams

President, National Baptist Convention of America
John H. Sengstacke

President, National Newspaper Publishers Assn.
Rt. Rev. Herbert Bel! Shaw

Senior Bishop, A.M.E. Zion Church

Rev. Leon H. Sullivan

Founder, Chairman of Board
Opportunity industrialization Centers of America
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LETTERS .....
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