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First Draft 

Sept. 14, 1980 

Corpus Christi, Texas: Airport Rally 

Remarks 

(Basic Speech Material with Texas Slant) 

I want to thank Bill Clements for that very gracious intro

duction. 

And I want to thank you for coming here to join with us. 

Today I have visited San Antonio and Harlingen. And, now, 

at Corpus Christi, I want to tell you that the spirit of con

fidence and hope I have seen today, a spirit that is present here 

right now, convinces me that Texas is going to lead the way to 

victory in November. 

Today in Texas America I have been bringing 

the message of hope that I want to share with you. 

It is based on the values of family, work, neighborhood, peace 

and freedom that are at the heart of the American dream. 

Jimmy Carter would have us believe that dream is over, or 

at least in need of change. 

This election concerns what Jimmy Carter has done to the 

American people and what he would continue to do if we are given 

four more years of disaster. 

Because of his failures we face an unprecedented situation: 

For the first time in the history of our country we face three 

grave crises at the same time, each one of which is capable of 

destroying us: Our economy is deteriorating, our energy needs are 

not being met, and our military preparedness has been weakened to 

the point of immediate danger. 
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Texans are aware of what this means. Texans have long been 

in the forefront of economic growth. Texans have always supported 

a strong national defense. And Texans have been leaders in developing 

our energy resources. 

Texans know that the three grave crises we face . 

combine to threaten our nation. We can't have a strong economy 

unless we solve our energy problems. We can't have strong national 

defense unless we solve our energy and economic problems. 

Jimmy Carter has not only forgotten his promises of 1976. 

He has forgotten the values that make this nation great. 

The Carter record is a litany of despair, of broken promises, 

of sacred trusts abandoned and forgotten. 

Eight million out of work . Inflation running at 18 percent 

in the first quarter of 1980. The highest interest rates since 

the Civil War -- reaching at times close to 20 percent lately 

down to more than 11 percent but now going up again -- productivity 

falling for six straight quarters among the most productive people 

in history. 

He promised he would not increase taxes for the low and middle 

income people -- the workers of America. Then he imposed on 

American families the largest single tax increase in history. 

And what is his answer to all this misery? 

He stays close to the Rose Garden and refuses to engage in 
, 

the kind of debate desired by an overwhelming majority of the 

American people. 

I have been looking forward to debating Mr. Carter . I have 

been looking forward to confronting him with his record of failure. 

But it looks as if he prefers the Rose Garden to a debate . With 
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his record of failure, you really can't blame him. 

You usually won't find me quoting Senator Ted Kennedy -- but 

in this case I'm willing to make an exception. 

Senator Kennedy has remarked that the chief characteristic 

of Jimmy Carter is that he is always being surprised. 

And the Senator is right. 

Jimmy Carter has been surprised to discover his policies have 

led to inflation. 

He is surprised that fighting inflation by unemploying millions 

is unpopular. And destructive of family values. 

He is surprised by the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan . 

He was surprised to discover that cancelling the B-1 bomber, 

postponing or delaying the MX missile and cruise missile and Trident 

submarine programs and stopping production of the neutron weapon 

would be destructive to our military strength. 

He is going to get one more big surprise. On November 4th. 

This country needs a new administration, with a renewed dedi

cation to the dream of America -- an administration that will give 

that dream new life and make America great again! 

Let's get America back to work again. 

The time is now! 



First Draft (WFG) 

Sept. 14, 1980 

Corpus Christi, Texas: Airport Rally 

Remarks 

(Basic Speech Material with Texas Slant) 

I want to thank Bill Clements for that very gracious intro

duction. 

And I want to thank you for coming here to join with us. 

Today I have visited San Antonio and Harlingen. And, now, 

at Corpus Christi, I want to tell you that the spirit of con

fidence and hope I have seen today, a spirit that is present here 

right now, convinces me that Texas is going to lead the way to 

victory in November. 
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Today in Texas and r- all across America I have been bringing 

the message of hope that I want to share with you. 

It is based on the values of family, work, neighborhood, peace 

and freedom that are at the heart of the American dream. 

Jimmy Carter would have us believe that dream is over, or 

at least in need of change. 

This election concerns what Jimmy Carter has done to the 

American people and what he would continue to do if we are given 

four more years of disaster. 

Because of his failures we face an unprecedented situation: 

For the first time in the history of our country we face three 

grave crises at the same time, each one of which is capable of 

destroying us: Our economy is deteriorating, our energy needs are 

not being met, and our military preparedness has been weakened to 

the point of immediate danger. 
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Texans are aware of what this means. Texans have long been 

in the forefront of economic growth. Texans have always supported 

a strong national defense. And Texans have been leaders in developing 

our energy resources. 

Texans know that the three grave crises we fac~~=~~e . 
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~~combine to threaten our nation. We can't have a strong economy 

unless we solve our energy problems. We can't have strong national 

defense unless we solve our energy and economic problems . 

Jimmy Carter has not only forgotten his promises of 1976. 

He has forgotten the values that make this nation great. 

The Carter record is a litany of despair, of broken promises, 

of sacred trusts abandoned and forgotten. 

Eight million out of work. Inflation running at 18 percent 

in the first quarter of 1980. The highest interest rates since 

the Civil War -- reaching at times close to 20 percent lately 

down to more than 11 percent but now going up again -- productivity 

falling for six straight quarters among the most productive people 

in history. 

He promised he would not increase taxes for the low and middle 

income people -- the workers of America. Then he imposed on 

American families the largest single tax increase in history. 

And what is his answer to all this misery? 

He stays close to the Rose Garden and refuses to engage in 

the kind of debate desired by an overwhelming majority of the 

American people. 

I have been looking forward to debating Mr. Carter. I have 

been looking forward to confronting him with his record of failure. 

But it looks as if he prefers the Rose Garden to a debate. With 
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his record of failure, yo·u really can't blame him. 

You usually won't find me quoting Senator Ted Kennedy -- but 

in this case I'm willing to make an exception. 

Senator Kennedy has remarked that the chief characteristic 

of Jimmy Carter is that he is always being surprised. 

And the Senator is right. 

Jimmy Carter has been surprised to discover his policies have 

led to inflation. 

He is surprised that fighting inflation by unemploying millions 

is unpopular. And destructive of family values. 

He is surprised by the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. 

He was surprised to discover that cancelling the B-1 bomber, 

postponing or delaying the MX missile and cruise missile and Trident 

submarine programs and stopping production of the neutron weapon 

would be destructive to our military strength. 

He is going to get one more big surprise. On November 4th. 

This country needs a new administration, with a renewed dedi

cation to the dream of America -- an administration that will give 

that dream new life and make America great again! 

Let's get America back to work again. 

The time is now! 


