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The Storm Over Women S nghts

One of the slicker performances at the DemocratiC'

Convention was provided by a well-organized group of
women who rewrote the party platform despite strenu-
ous objections from the White House and without much
help from the preoccupied Senator from Massachu-
setis. As a result, Democratic candidates are running
on a platform totally opposed to the Republicans on the

two big political issues facing women today, the Equal -

Rights Amendment and abortion rights. Republicans
are pledged to do away with both Democrats whole-
heartedly support both. :

What’s most notable here is not the sudden pgten-

among the delegates In New York, the Democrats'
stand on women’s issues was one of the few sources of
real enthusiasm. Probably no moment won such cheers
as when Senator Kennedy said that on E.R.A.; “We
will not yield, we will not equivocate, we will not ration-
alize, explain or excuse.”” -

‘ The Republiea.ns clearly seem to be on the }
side. Their positions-represeiit a step backward at-a
-time that-Women generally are moving forward, into
tié work force and into political consciousness _Img,_

< the call for a constitutlonal ban_on abortion is so ex-.

eagan seems quickly to FRave

tial for a referendum on so-called women’s issuef this “~ muted His support for it. The morning after the nomina-

fall, but the very fact that they have mow achieved’
paramount political importance. There have beeh na-
tional battles in the past over abortion and equal rights,
like the ‘‘three A's’’ charge in 1972 that Senator McGov-
ern favored “‘acid, amnesty and abortion.” But they
were peripheral -compared with the current debate.

Not since women won the vote have their concerns-« '

raised such a poiitical storm

'
e

At the Democratic conivention, women for the _first :

time were entitled by formal rule to half the delegate
seats, There were many fewer at the Republican con- -
. vention. The issues were deeply fought at both. In De-.:

troit, the strident Republican stand against what a ma-

_ jorlty of American women tavor caused soul-searching

g

tion, he downplayed his opposition to abortion. And he
observed that the G.O.P. favors -equal rights for :
women, opposing E.R.A. only as the best or only 0 .
each that objective
After yes 8d as extremists and /
“troublemakers, women proved at/the Democratic con-
vention that they can be a serioys, effective political
- force. President Carter tried to appease them by send-
_ ing out senior aides to explain his commitment and to
* tell how many women he has appointed to high office.
But even he,-once his renomination was secure beyond °
doubt, grudgingly endorsed thg pletiorm planks they
had forced uponhim, ° .
. The battle for women’s rights, in short, is no longer
lonely nor peripheral. It has fn oved where it belongs
tothe centerotAmerlcanpo cs,
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