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Reagan Bush Committee 
901 South Highland Street, Arlington, Virginia 22204 (703) 685-3400 

NEWS RELEASE 

FOR RELEASE UPON DELIVERY: 

Wednesday, October 8, 1980 

CONTACT: Lyn Nofziger or 
Ken Towery 
703-685 - 3630 

EXCERPTS FROM REMARKS BY GOVERNOR RONALD REAGAN 

LA CROSSE, WISCONSIN 

Not long ago, a television reporter asked Jimmy Carter what 

kind of report card he would give on his economic policies. Mr. 

Carter responded by saying--quote--"Under the circumstances, I 

think about a B. The actual results, maybe a C." 

I've been traveling across America for almost a year now, and 

I have yet to find anyone who is prepared to give Mr. Carter any

thing above a failing grade. 

Let's take a look at those policies: 

Just this morning, I read that meat prices are going to "surge" 

in 1981. 

Two days ago, I saw an announcement from the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture that all food prices will go up 15 percent or more 

next year. 

The prime interest rate is back up to 14 percent and many 

personal loans are anywhere from 16 to 17 percent. 

Mortgage rates are back up to 14 percent and the housing 

industry is devastated. 

Domestic auto sales were reported down 22 percent from this 

time last year. And tens of thousands of auto workers are reeling 

from the Carter failures. 

My friends, by any measure those are failing grades. They 

are the grades of a man whose policies have pushed down millions 

of Americans, either into the tragedy of unemployment or into a 

- more -
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daily struggle for mere existence against the most rampant peace

time inflation in our history . 

I want to report to you briefly on what I've seen as I have 

travelled the great industrial centers of the United States over 

the past few days . 

I've seen an old and proud neighborhood in Connecticut 

which survives almost only on tradition. The closing down of 

factorie s and plants has led to widespread job losses. 

I've talked to people who wonder whether their own govern

ment is a friend or an adversary. 

And just this morning I toured a massive steel facility that 

looked like a ghost town--with twisted pieces of rusted metal lying 

around, surrounded by weeds and empty of the people and noises 

that would mean a booming economy . 

Everywhere I go I find economic hard times and men and women 

yearning for new hope and new leadership. I find they are angry 

that Jimmy Carter has violated his pledge to the working people of 

this country--the one he made in 1976 that we would have 4 percent 

inflation and 4 percent unemployment. 

People are looking for the kind of leaders the people of 

Wisconsin came to know--like Vince Lombardi and Fighting Bob 

Lafollette. From Lombardi we can gain the sense of never giving 

up, of always excelling, and of driving hard toward achievement of 

high goals . 

From Lafollette we can learn about principle and high purpose-

of fighting great odds for your beliefs. 

I know one thing: Vince Lombardo and Robert Lafollette would 

never have given us empty excuses about a malaise among our people 

or find blame for unemployment in the actions of OPEC or point the 

finger at others when things go bad . They would have given us 

the one thing that is so lacking in the Oval Office today : 

strong leadership. 

That's why I'm running for President and that's why I need 

your help in the next four weeks . 

* * * * * 
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La Crosse, Wisconsin 
2nd Draft TD 
6 October 

On Monday, I pointed out that the Carter administration was 

jimmying the producer price inde~tal economic statistics that 

other administrations -- no matter what the political pressures -

have always kept sacrosanct. 

What an irony that the candidate who came to this city four 

years ago and promised a government we could both love and trust 

has given us an administration famous for its abuses of the incum

bency, famous for the "meaness issue,'' famous for the Stealth bom

ber and now ... Stealth economics. 

Those of you here in Wisconsin are a little more familiar 

with Jimmy Carter's campaign tactics than the rest of America. 

You remember that last April 1 -- the day of your primary el

ections -- Jimmy Carter called reporters to his office at 7:18 in 

the morning and grandly announced a breakthrough in the Iranian 

hostage situation. 

It was only after the polls closed that Wisconsin voters 

learned the truth: there was no breakthrough in Iran. 

Well, Jimmy Carter played a political trick on the people 

of Wisconsin last April 1 ..... I have feelin g that the peo p le of 

Wisconsin are going to play one on him this November 4th. 

We've heard a lot about the Wisconsin primary incident during 

this campaign. I think it's a shame that a tawdry political trick 

should be associated with the name of state that has produced public 

and private leaders who have done so much to uplift our national 

vision and you deserve to be proud of that tradition. 

One man -- whose name is v irtually synonymous today with a 

town in your great state -- was the epitome of the values of family, 

work and neighborhood, values that we have tried to stress at every 

campaign stop. 



Vince Lombardi lived the values of family, work and neighbor

hood -- he believed in these values as surely as he believed in 

the invincibility of the Green Bay Pa~kers. 

Another great American that Wisconsin gave the nation was a 

leader in what historians now call ''the age of reform." His name 

was Robert LaFollette; his vision was a 'vision of a better America 

a vision of government that worked for people; a vision of a soc

iety with compassion for lonely, the desperate and the forgotten. 

Today I believe that Americans -- both rich and poor --

feel burdened, stifled and sometimes even oppressed by the growth 

and size of government. 

I believe Americans are dissatisfied with government that has 

grown too large, too bureacratic, too wasteful, too distant, too 

unresponsive, too uncaring for ordinary people and their ordinary 

problems. 

I believe Americans want a new era of reform -- an era that 

will reorder the relationship between citizen and government; an 

era that will make government responsive again to people; an era 

that will revitalize the values of family work and neighborhood; an 

era that will reinvigorate the private, charitable and independent 

institutions that have always been the source of our strength as a 

nation and our progress as a people. 

So I have come to Wisconsin today with a message of hope -

I say we can begin today this new era of reform -- I say we can 

reclaim the American dream. I say we can care for the poor and 

downtrodden while setting loose once again the energies and in

genuity of the American people. I say we can get government off 

our backs, out of our pockets and up to the standards of decency 



and excellence envisioned by our founding fathers. 

There is no more per~icous idea loose in public life today 

than the notion that government must get bigger and more bureau

cratic to become more responsive and compassionate. 

In California, we learned the opposite was true and we set out 

to change the conventional wisdom. At a time when welfare costs 

went skyrocketing and brought other state and local governments to 

the brink of bankruptcy, we instituted a series of reforms that got 

the welfare cheaters off the rolls but substantially increased ben-

efits to the truly needy. I am proud to say that the Urban Institute, 

a non-partisan, scholarly foundation in Washington, recently called 

our welfare program a "major policy success." 

This is the kind of government that the American people are 

entitled to; this is the kind of government that is reponsive to 

people -- this is the kind of government reform envisioned by a 

Robert LaFollette. 

So let us today -- strengthened by the sound values and rock

hard intergrity of a Vince Lombardi -- inspired by the grand vision 

and compassionate idealism of Robert LaFollette let us today 

pledge to give government back to the people~gin a new age of 
(ldl.,y 

reform,~embark on an era of national renewal. 
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On Monday, I pointed out that the Carter administration was 

jimmying the producer price inde~ tal economic statistics that 

otii:'er administrations -- no matter what the political pressures -

have always kept sacrosanct. 

What an irony that the candidate who came to this city four 

years ago and promised a government we could both love and trust 

has given us an administration famous for its abuses of the incum

bency, famous for the "meaness issue," famous for the Stealth bom

ber and now ... Stealth economics. 

Those of you here in Wisconsin are a little more familiar 

with Jimmy Carter's campaign tactics than the rest of America. 

You remember that last April 1 -- the day of your primary el

ections -- Jimmy Carter called reporters to his office at 7:18 in 

the morning and grandly announced a breakthrough in the Iranian 

hostage situation. 

It was only after the polls closed that Wisconsin voters 

learned the truth: there was no breakthrough in Iran. 

Well, Jimmy Carter played a political trick on the people 

of Wisconsin last April 1 ..... I have feeling that the people of 

Wisconsin are going to play one on him this November 4th. 

We've heard a lot about the Wisconsin primary incident during 

this campaign. I think it's a shame that a tawdry political trick · 

should be associated with the name of state that has produced public 

and private leaders who have done- so much to uplift our national 

• vision and you deserve to be proud of that tradition. _ 

One man -- whose name is virtually synonymous today with a 

town in your great state -- was the epitome o:f" the_ values of family, 

work and neighborhood, values that we have tried to stress at: every _ 

campaign stop. 
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Vince Lombardi lived the values of family, work and neighbor

hood -- he believed in these values as surely as he believed in 
' ; 

'· 

the invincibility of the Green Bay Pa:ckers. 

Another great American that Wisconsin gave the nation was a 

leader in what historians now call "the age of reform." His name 

was Robert LaFollette; his vision was a vision of a better America 

a vision of government that worked for people; a vision of a soc

iety with compassion for lonely, the desperate and the forgotten. 

Today I believe that Americans -- both rich and poor --

feel burdened, stifled and sometimes even oppressed by the growth 

and size of government. 

I believe Americans ·are dissatisfied with government that has 

grown too large, too bureacratic, too wasteful, too distant, too 

unresponsive, too uncaring for ordinary people and their ordinary 

problems. 

I believe Americans want a new era of reform -- an era that 

will reorder the relationship between citizen and government; an 

era that will make government responsive again to people; an era 

that will revitalize the values of family work and neighborhood; an 

era that will reinvigorate the private, charitable and independent 

institutions that have always been the source of our strength as a 

nation and our progress as a people. 

So I have come to Wisconsin today with a message of hope -

I say we can begin today this new era of reform -- I say we can 

reclaim the American dream. I say we can care for the poor and 

downtrodden while setting loose once again the energies and in

genuity of the American people. I say we can get government off 

our backs, out of our pockets and up to the standards of decency 



and excellence envisioned by our founding fathers. 

There is no more pernicous idea loose in public life today 

than the notion that government __ must get bigger and more b".<.1reau

cratic to become more responsive and ~ompassionate. 

In California, we learned the opposite was true and we set out 

to change the conventional wisdom. At a time when welfare costs 

weht skyrocketing and brought other state and local governments to 

the brink of bankruptcy, we instituted a series of reforms that got 

the welfare cheaters off the rolls but substantially ,increased ben

efits to the truly needy. I am proud to say that the Urban Institute, 

a non-partisan, scholarly foundation in Washington, recently called 

our welfare program a "major policy success." 

This is the kind of government that the American people are 

entitled to; this is the kind of government that is reponsive to 

people -- this is the kind of government reform envisioned by a 

Robert LaFollette. 

So let us today -- strengthened by the sound values and rock

hard intergrity of a Vince Lombardi -- inspired by the grand vision 

and compassionate idealism of Robert LaFollette let us today 

pledge to give government back to the people~gin 
c id· v<;,./ 

reform,~mbark on an era of national renewal. 

a new age of 
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On Monday , I pointed out that the Carter administrat i on was 

jimmying the producer price inde~ tal economic statistics that 

other administrations -- no matter what the political pressures - 

have always kept sacrosanct . 

What an irony that the candidate who came to this city four 

years ago and promised a government we could both love and trust 

has given us an administration famous for its abuses of the incum

bency, famous for the "meaness issue ," famous for the Stealth bom

ber and now ... Stealth economics . 

Those of you here in Wisconsin are a little more familiar 

with Jimmy Carter ' s campaign tactics than the rest of America . 

You remember that last April 1 -- the day of your primary el

ections - - Jimmy Carter called reporters to his office at 7 : 18 in 

the morning and grandly announced a breakthrough in the Iranian 

hostage situation . 

It was only after the polls closed that Wisconsin voters 

learned the truth : there was no breakthrough in Iran . 

Well, Jimmy Carter played a political trick on the people 

of Wisconsin last April 1 ..... I have feeling that the people of 

Wisconsin are going to play one on him this November 4th . 

We ' ve heard a lot about the Wisconsin primary incident during 

this campaign . I think it ' s a shame that a tawdry political trick 

should be associated with the name of state that has produced public 

and private leaders who have done so much to uplift our national 

vision and you deserve to be proud of that tradition . 

One man -- whose name is virtually synonymous today with a 

town in your great state -- was the epitome of the values of family , 

work and neighborhood , values that we have tried to stress at every 

campaign stop . 



Vince Lombardi lived the values of family, work and neighbor

hood -- he believed in these values as surely as he believed in 

the invincibility of the Green Bay Pa~kers. 

Another great American that Wisconsin gave the nation was a 

leader in what historians now call ''the age of reform.tt His name 

was Robert LaFollette; his vision was a vision of a better America 

a vision of government that worked for people; a vision of a soc

iety with compassion for lonely, the desperate and the forgotten. 

Today I believe that Americans -- both rich and poor --

feel burdened, stifled and sometimes even oppressed by the growth 

and size of government. 

I believe Americans are dissatisfied with government that has 

grown too large, too bureacratic, too wasteful, too distant, too 

unresponsive, too uncaring for ordinary people and their ordinary 

problems. 

I believe Americans want a new era of reform -- an era that 

will reorder the relationship between citizen and government; an 

era that will make government responsive again to people; an era 

that will revitalize the values of family work and neighborhood; an 

era that will reinvigorate the private, charitable and independent 

institutions that have always been the source of our strength as a 

nation and our progress as a people. 

So I have come to Wisconsin today with a message of hope -

I say we can begin today this new era of reform -- I say we can 

reclaim the American dream. I say we can care for the poor and 

downtrodden while setting loose once again the energies and in

genuity of the American people. I say we can get government off 

our backs, out of our pockets and up to the standards of decency 



and excellence envisioned by our founding fathers. 

There is no more pernicous idea loose in public life today 

than the notion that government must get bigger and more bureau

cratic to become more responsive and compassionate. 

In California, we learned the ~pposite was true and we set out 

to change the conventional wisdom. At a time when welfare costs 

went skyrocketing and brought other state and local governments to 

the brink of bankruptcy, we instituted a series of reforms that got 

the welfare cheaters off the rolls but substantially increased ben-

efits to the truly needy. I am proud to say that the Urban Institute, 

a non-partisan, scholarly foundation in Washington, recently called 

our welfare program a "major policy success." 

This is the kind of government that the American people are 

entitled to; this is the kind of government that is reponsive to 

people -- this is the kind of government reform envisioned by a 

Robert LaFollette. 

So let us today -- strengthened by the sound values and rock

hard intergrity of a Vince Lombardi -- inspired by the grand vision 

and compassionate idealism of Robert LaFollette let us today 

pledge to give government back to the people~ gin a new age of 
{ let vV 

reform,~ mbark on an era of national renewal. 
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Lacrosse, Wisc . 

La Crosse, Wisconsin 

Yesterday, I pointed out that the Carter administration 

was phonying up the producer price index -- vital economic 

statistics that other administrations -- no matter what the 

political pressures -- have always kept sacrosanct. 

What an irony that the candidate who came to this city 

four years ago and promised a government we could both love 

and trust has given us an administration famous for its abuses 

of the incumbency, famous for the "meaness issue," famous for 

the Stealth bomber and now . Stealth economics. 

Those of you here in Wiscbnsin are a little more familiar 

with Jimmy Carter's campaign tactics than the rest of America. 

You remember that last April 1 -- the day of your primary elec

tions -- Jimmy Carter called reporters to his office at 7:18 in 

the morning and grandly announced a breakthrough in the Iranian 

hostage situation. 

It was only after the polls closed that Wisconsin voters 

learned the truth: there was no breakthrough in Iran. 

Well, Jimmy Carter played a political trick on the people 

of Wisconsin last April 1 ... I have a feelinq that the 

oeoole of Wisconsin are qoinq to olav one on him this November 4. 

We've heard a lot about the Wisconsin primary incident 

durinq this campaiqn. I think it's a shame that a tawdry politi

cal trick should be associated with the name of a state that has 

produced public and private leaders who have done so much to 

uplift our national vision. 
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One man -- whose name is virtually synonymous today with 

a town in your great state -- was the epitome of the values of 

family, work and neighborhood values that we have tried to 

stress at every campaign stop. 

Vince Lombardi lived the values of family, work and 

neighborhood -- he believed in these values as surely as he 

believed in the invincibility of the Green Bay Packers. 

Another qreat American that Wisconsin qave the nation 

was a leader in what historians now call "the age of reform." 

His name was Robert LaFollette; his vision was a vision of a 

better America -- a vision of government that worked for people; 

a visibn of a society with compassion for the lonely, the des

perate and the forgotten. 

Today I velieve that Americans -- who have always know~ 

that bureaucracy is the enemy of excellence and statism the foe 

of compassion are about to embark on another age of reform. 

Today I believe that Americans both rich and poor 

feel burdened, stifled and sometimes even oppressed by the growth 

and size of government. 

I believe Americans are dissatisfied with government that 

has grown too large, too bureaucratic, too wasteful, too 

unresponsive, too distant, too uncaring for ordinary people and 

their ordinary problems. 

I believe Americans want a new era of reform -- an era 

that will reorder the relationship between cibizen and govern

ment; an era that will make government responsive again to people; 
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an era that will revitalize the values of family work and neigh

borhood; an era that will reinvigorate the private, charitable 

and independent institutions that have always been the source 

of our strenqth as a nation and our proqress as a people. 

So I have come to Wisconsin today with a message of hope - 

I say we can begin today this new era of reform -- I say we can 

reclaim the American dream. I say we can care for the poor and 

downtrodden while setting loose once again the energies and 

ingenuity of the American people. I say we can get government 

off our backs, out of our pockets and up to the standards of 

our founding fathers. 

There is no more pernicious idea loose in public life 

today than the notion that government must get bigger and more 

bureaucratic to be more responsive and more compassionate. 

In California, we learned the opposite was true and we 

set out to change the conventional wisdom . At a time when wel

fare costs went skyrocketing and brought other state and local 

governments to the brink of bankruptcy, we instituted a series 

of reforms that got the welfare cheaters off the rolls but sub

stantially increased benefits to the truly needy . I am proud 

to say that the Urban Institute, a non-partisan, scholarly 

foundation in Washington, recently called our welfare program a 

"major policy success." 

This is the kind of government that the American people 

are entitled to; this is the kind of government that is respon

sive to people -- this is the kind of government reform envis

ioned by a Robert LaFollette . 
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So let us today -- strengthened by the sound 

values and rock-hard integrity of a Vince Lombardi --inspired 

by the grand vision and compassionate idealism of Robert 

LaFollette -- let us today pledge to give government back to 

the people, to begin a new age of reform, to embark on an era 

of national renewal . 



Yesterday I pointed out that Eor tbe firsl Lifflc in memo~y the 

Carter administration was phonying up the wholesale price index -

vital economic statistics that other administrations -- no matter 

what the political pressures -- ~ t sacrosanct. 

u"~ What an irony that the candidate who ca~ four years 

ago and promised a government we could both love and trust has 

given us an administration famous for its abuses of the incumbency, 

famous for the "meane~s issue," famous for the Stealth bomber and 

now .... Stealth economics. 

Those of you here in Wisconsin are a little more familiar with 

Jimmy Carter's campaign tactics than the rest of America. You 

remember that last April 1 -- the day of your primary elections 

Jimmy Carter called reporters to his office at 7:18 in the morning 

and grandly announced a breakthrough in the Iranian hostage situation. 

It was only after the polls closed that Wisconsin voters learned 

the truth: there was no breakthrough in Iran. 

Well, Jimmy Carter played a political trick on thepeople of 

Wisconsin last April 1 ..... I have feeling that the people of 

Wisconsin are going to play one o~ him this November 4th. 

We've heard a lot about the Wisconsin primary incident during 

this campaign. I think it's a shame that a tawdry political trick 
p✓ t1JvceJ 

should be associated with the name of state that has givcR America 
lfl..111'1"" w0 

1-eadc:~ in public and private ..;b.i.f.e - 1::11!5-E--have done so much to uplift 

our national vision. 

One man -- whose name is virtually synonymous today with a 

town in your great state -- was the epitome of the values of family, 

l ""~ work and neighborhood~t we have tried to stress at every campaign 
I 

stop. 

Vince Lombardi lived the values of family, work and neighborhood -

he believed in these values as surely as he believed in the invincibility 



of the Green Bay Packers . 

Another great American that Wisconsin gave ~ nation was a 

leader in what historians now call "the age of reform . " His name 

was Robert LaFollette ; his vision was a vision of a better Arner icat-

a vision of government that worked for people; a vision of a 

society with compassion for the lonely , the desparate and the 

forgotten . 

Today I believe that Americans -- who h'\re alwajf known that 

bureacuracy is the enemy of excellence and statism the foe of 

compass ~ion are about to embark on another age of reform . 

Today I believe that Americans -- both rich and poor 

feel burdened, stifled and sometimes even oppressed by the growth and 

size of government . 

I believe Americans are dissatisfied with government that has 

grown too large, too bureacratic, too wasteful, too unresponsive, 

too distant, too uncaring for ordinary people and their ordinary 

problems. 

I believ e Americans want a new era of reform -- an era that will 

reorder the relationship between citizen and government; an era that 

will make governme nt responsive a gain to people; an era that will 

revitalize the values of family work and neighborhood; an era that 

will reinvigorate the private, charitable and independent institutions 

that have alwasy been the source of ourf trength as a nation and our 

progress as a people . 

So I have \i:,~ Wisconsin today with a message of hope --

I say we can begi"r-Kthis new era of reform -- I say we can reclaim 

the American dream. I say we can care for the poor and downtrodden 

while setting loos ~ n the energies and ingenuity of the 

American people. I say we can get government off our backs , out 

of ~ ckets and up to the standards of decency and e xcellence 

env isioned by our founding fathers . 



There is no more pernicous idea loose in pWblic life today than 

the notion that government must get bigger and more bureaucratic to 

becetfe more responsive and more compa,ssionate. 

In California, we learned the opposite was true and we set out 
-t,\e, u" "e ,d ,·, .. ll f l,ttl' > I , "" • 

to change • At a time when welfare costs weh't skyrocketing and 
b,c:>Yt~t 

eriRing other state and local governments to the brink of bankruptcy, 

we instituted a series of reforms that got the welfare cheaters off 

the rolls but substantially increased benefits to the truly needy. 

I am proud to say that the Urban Institute, a non-partisan, scholarly 

foundation in Washington, recently called our welfare program a "major 

poli'fcy success." 

This is the kind of government that the ~~rican people are 

entitled to; this is the kind of government that is responsive 
t\·~ 

to people -~[the kind of government reform envisioned by a Robert 

LaFollette . 

So let us ~e today -- strengthened by the sound values 

and rock-hard integrity of a Vince Lombardi -- rel us tod~y inspired 

by the grand vision and compassionate idealism of Robert LaFollette 

let us today ~n 
+b 

1re L ns ~ begin 
QI\ 

pledge to give government back to the people, 

'-4/ +o 
~ new age of reform) Let us today embark on 

~ era of national renewal. 
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Date: 10/8/80 

EVENT FACT SHEET 

Location: La Crosse, Wisc. 

EVE~ T R 11 6 30 a y - : p .m. 

REQ'...'I RED: 

Tal king points 
Statement 
Bri ef Rerr,ar J.:s 
Rall y Remarks x 
Prepared Rer;-,arKs 
Spe e ch 
OthE-r 

Purpo s E-: 

Mary Sawyer Auditorium. Seats 3500. 

This the location where Gov. Reagan attended 

Date prepared 10/3/80 

a Ducks Unlimited meeting in 1976 when he heard he had won the 
N. Carolina primary - his first primary victory. 

Audience / Size : 

Other: 

General audience - agricultural area. 

Large Catholic population in the area. Mondale recently spoke 
in the area making remarks critical of RR on farm issues. 

Political Backgroun6 : To be provided by Rick Me ssick x. 3675 

Issues Background: To be prov ided by John Morgan x 3705 

cc: R. Garrick, G. Newell, R. Walker. 
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Senator Paul Laxalt 

Ambassador Anne Armstrong 

Bill Casey 

Ed Meese 

Jim Baker 

Bill Brock 

Dean Burch 
(For Ambassador Bush) 

Peter Dailey 

Mike Deaver 

Drew Lewis 

Lyn Nofziger 

Verne Orr 

Bill Timmons 

Dick Wirthlin 

Congressman Torn Evans 

Richard Allen 

Martin Anderson 
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Ed Gray 
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INFORMATION 

Enclosed is the speech that RR 

will give in La Crosse, Wisc. on 

Weds 8 Qct, at 6;30 ~.m. Pls 

return comments by 12·00 Noon on 

T .~ii~e~s_,__7.L.-lo~c~t-,~. Thank vou . 



La Crosse, Wisconsin 
2nd Draft TD 
6 October 

On Monday, I pointed out that the Carter administration was 

jimmying the producer price inde~tal economic statistics that 

other administrations -- no matter what the political pressures -

have always kept sacrosanct. 

What an irony that the candidate who came to this city four 

years ago and promised a government we could both love and trust 

has given us an administration famous for its abuses of the incum

bency, famous for the ''meaness issue," famous for the Stealth bom

ber and now ... Stealth economics. 

Those of you here in Wisconsin are a little more familiar 

with Jimmy Carter's campaign tactics than the rest of America. 

You remember that last April 1 -- the day of your primary el

ections -- Jimmy Carter called reporters to his office at 7:18 in 

the morning and grandly announced a breakthrough in the Iranian 

hostage situation. 

It was only after the polls closed that Wisconsin voters 

learned the truth: there was no breakthrough in Iran. 

Well, Jimmy Carter played a political trick on the people 

of Wisconsin last April 1 ..... I have feeling that the people of 

Wisconsin are going to play one on him this November 4th. 

We've heard a lot about the Wisconsin primary incident during 

this campaign. I think it's a shame that a tawdry political trick 

should be associated with the name of state that has produced public 

and private leaders who have done so much to uplift our national 

vision and you deserve to be proud of that tradition. 

One man -- whose name is virtually synonymous today with a 

town in your great state -- was the epitome of the values of family, 

work and neighborhood, values that we have tried to stress at every 

campaign stop. 



Vince Lombardi lived the values of family, work and neighbor

hood -- he believed in these values as surely as he believed in 

the invincibility of the Green Bay Pa~kers. 

Another great American that Wisconsin gave the nation was a 

leader in what historians now call "the age of reform.'' His name 

was Robert LaFollette; his vision was a vision of a better America 

a vision of government that worked for people; a vision of a soc

iety with compassion for lonely, the desperate and the forgotten. 

Today I believe that Americans -- both rich and poor --

feel burdened, stifled and sometimes even oppressed by the growth 

and size of government. 

I believe Americans are dissatisfied with government that has 

grown too large, too bureacratic, too wasteful, too distant, too 

unresponsive, too uncaring for ordinary people and their ordinary 

problems. 

I believe Americans want a new era of reform -- an era that 

will reorder the relationship between citizen and government; an 

era that will make government responsive again to people; an era 

that will revitalize the values of family work and neighborhood; an 

era that will reinvigorate the private, charitable and independent 

institutions that have always been the source of our strength as a 

nation and our progress as a people. 

So I have come to Wisconsin today with a message of hope -

I say we can begin today this new era of reform -- I say we can 

reclaim the American dream. I say we can care for the poor and 

downtrodden while setting loose once again the energies and in

genuity of the American people. I say we can get government off 

our backs, out of our pockets and up to the standards of decency 



and excellence envisioned by our founding fathers. 

There is no more pernicous idea loose in public life today 

than the notion that government must get bigger and more bureau

cratic to become more responsive and compassionate. 

In California, we learned the ~pposite was true and we set out 

to change the conventional wisdom. At a time when welfare costs 

went skyrocketing and brought other state and local governments to 

the brink of bankruptcy, we instituted a series of reforms that got 

the welfare cheaters off the rolls but substantially increased ben-

efits to the truly needy. I am proud to say that the Urban Institute, 

a non-partisan, scholarly foundation in Washington, recently called 

our welfare program a "major policy success." 

This is the kind of government that the American people are 

entitled to; this is the kind of government that is reponsive to 

people -- this is the kind of government reform envisioned by a 

Robert LaFollette . 

So let us today -- strengthened by the sound values and rock

hard intergrity of a Vince Lombardi -- inspired by the grand vision 

and compassionate idealism of Robert LaFollette let us today 

pledge to give government back to the people~gin 
( Id l, V 

reform,~mbark on an era of national renewal. 

a new age of 




