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CAMDEN INSERT

This week, I want to discuss five issues Mr. Carter has utterly
refused to talk about in this campaign. I call them the Five Missing
Issues, because they are the problems which most concern our people,
and they need to be addressed. Yet this administration has adopted
a new form of campaigning in order to avoid them. It is now practicing
Stealth campaigning, in which it makes invisible the issues most
important to the voters, attempts to hide its record, and tries to
sneak through to another term.

We aren't going to let Mr. Carter and his crew get away with this,
because the American people deserve betfer. I intend to expose these
five missing issues this week, beginning with the most painful to
all Americans =-- the continuing disaster of inflation.

In 1976, this administration promised to do something about inflation.
It did. It increased it from 4.8% in 1976 to 12.2% today. And it hasn't
stopped there. Both inflation and interest rates are on the upswing again,
and are headed still higher in the future.

This is a dismal record, one impossiblé to defend. And so Mr. Carter
isn't even trying to defend it. Instead, his administration is trying

to distort official government statistics to make the Carter record look

better than the economic tragedy it really is.

~more-



Camden, page 2

In one of the most cynical abuses of government power
in memory, the Carter Administration last week trumpeted
the news that the Producer Price Index had fallen by two-
tenths of a percent in September.

But it didn't really happen.

To make it appear that things are getting better, the
Administration actually changed the rules which have been
used for years by both Democratic and Republican Administra-
tions to determine how the Index is calculated.

The Carter Administration is "Jimmying" the figures one
month before the election, in a desperate attempt to win
votes.

This exercise in creative bookxeeping borders on out-
right fraud.

Before this Administration, it was the belief of both
major parties that economic statistics like the Producer
Price Index must not be manipulated in the interest of parti-
san politics. But in yet another desperation move, even
these statistics are being dragooned into service in an
attempt to disguise the continuing crisis.

Had the Administration used the same formula which has
been used for years to calculate the monthly Producer Price
Index, the September figures would have shown the economy to

be worsening.

=more-



Camden, page 3

In fact, economist Michael Evans estimates that if the
Administation had calculated the producer price index cor-
rectly, inflation would have jumped at a double-digit annu-
alized rate for the fourth month in a row and would have
followed on the heels of two stright months of 20% producer
price inflation.

To put the Administration's manipulation of figures in
the perspective it deserves, cconsider the fact that the
formula was changed for just one month, September, because
those figures are announced in early October -- a month
before the election. They'll go back to the o0ld formula
next month,.

Social Security beneficiaries and federal employees
receive cost of living increases based on the Consumer Price
Index. Union members frequently decide their contract
demands based on adjustments to this index. If the
Administration is willing to tamper with the Producer Price
Index for political purposes, will we ever again be able to
trust the Consumer Price Index under Mr. Carter?

If business executives resorted to this kind of jug-
gling of figures to perpetuate themselves in their jobs at
the expense of their shareholders, they would quickly be
brought before the bar of justice.

The Carter Administration should now be brought before
the bar of public opinion. Let the people judge if they

want to give four more years to this kind of shabby politics.

eSS



. il __,... 4
..___m_=“__ T )

"

P

1
.m m____.__...___ra (1

.l
_______=__________.. ._______..._

Al .
Ly
:_m_mmz I I _J__.".
g
it
=_ Wl

g==

i

i 0,
il ___:5_

|
P _=__
< gy UL

i __h_____**\_

i

__________......

i,

i

4o
Sty Mol
_._._ [

W wy
__...:_ _.. oy I
T ==..._ _._Eu

i
bl

ot

__”-______“_
e
_.__.. A
i,

oy

P e L=y

apof

o]

Judt
Ly
iyt

-ulily

(5]

el
o]

T
.._..

el
e

vl

i
_ "l

"
Ui
el

L
did

o
PR

L]
[

bl
"
1

Pl
el

L
K

Ly ._"
N
3 W
] i

i

ahal

T o &N
R

Pt

Ik
uli

Il

il .m_..“ !

) h .ﬁ
ol :
B

il i

Wy .

Rk

.= .w

. __ whor
il ke

ki
.

¥
“pedl




1 K]
’ ’ a_“ g e el
X i
|’ i N
bl | .
i} [
Rkl Wl il
oot wrd] P ha
abal 49 :”_
whal
: Ew]
: L
: Ul
alal c::_ _._"_
: W ol
i ap]
winlt .
s i
a__. _ _._”m"
o _ A ﬁ._“_
@ i oy En
W N AP m
ligef e e
]
4 et
ik __..._ vy}
er] o S

£
B s .#.._“
W i1] i
: e} Jaly - I
-l [ [
: bl ity ) jfn
: g njdu
: i iy il
: i 1_." g .
___m.__ i
Jadl LS|
—-« -__..__ ==. .—._:__
o]
“ =..;= ;E_
. i
. * - W]
a_; ]
kh [ i
i It v
kg ] el Tl
: ke e
: vl i
.“ o —H_. _-:_— _T-—
u ) i
.u i -
: _ Jud ]
b i i i
Ao e S
e W o

Uk
_m_“_

iy ot el
_..._... *_n_s_ il L __U_

Wi

o ld ] “,..._.s 49
; el [l i Wi i)

” fita s} __.“_

,, _”_.. il
, - b b
2] Al
: B il . o ol

! ik wl) )t

(23
[




N
s
W ]

c az —_——— e x
oI T AR TP e e— e e s SV A% 2= e -

i
:
_ £
| N .l
| allt ey
i
__ ._._M. W
| alal “
wl |
o
LU —
“ ]
ol
[l | b
' [l
W o

i
I
o] [3§]
] L ¥
oo el
_ Wk &
I







i
e

e
/ﬁg:ﬂ—;;; Brady/ Mike Ceaver/ Lyn Nofziger/ Merty Anq:ﬁrson B J{ ,427

/ /-

( From: Bok Carrick / Y
\\\This updates you on the missing issues we will Ej,ﬁff&iﬁgf
~- L z

October 5, 1980

!

!
MEMORANDUM i M

4

FROM: Bob Garrick % [’
Bill Gavin \\\//d?
Kevin Hopkins

RE: Five Missing Issues

The focus this week is on economic issues. We suggest a creative
way to tie these issues together in a unified manner is the "missing
issues" theme, as explained in the first two paragraphs of the Camden

dl:._——ana‘f t—'

-t

The planned missing issues for the week are:

Monday Camden Inflation/Producer Price Index

Tuesday Oxford Mall Standard of Living

Wednesday Youngstown Regulation (Coal and Steel Plant visit)
Thursday Birmingham Taxation#*

Friday Tampa Control of Federal Spending

*TRS just released a report saying that middle income Americans make
up 38.2% of taxpaying population, but pay 60.1% of the taxes. We can
play on this theme.

A
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CAMDEN INSERT

This week, I want to discuss five issues Mr. Carter has utterly
refused to talk about in this campaign. I call them the Five Missing
Issues, because they are the problems which most concern our people,
and they need to be addressed. Yet this administration has adopted
a new form of campaigning in order to avoid them. It is now practicing
Stealth campaigning, in which it makes invisible the issues most
important to the voters, attempts to hide its record, and tries to
sneak through to another term.

We aren't going to let Mr. Carter and his crew get away with this,
because the American people deserve better. I intend to expose these
five missing issues this week, beginning with the most painful to
all Americans -- the continuing disaster of inflation.

In 1976, this administration promised to do something about inflation.
It did. It increased it from 4.8% in 1976 to 12.2% today. And it hasn't
stopped there. Both inflation and interest rates are on the upswing again,
and are headed still higher in the future.

This is a dismal record, one impossible to defend. And so Mr. Carter
isn't even trying to defend it. Instead, his administration is trying

to distort official government statistics to make the Carter record look

better than the economic tragedy it really is.

-more-—



Camden, page 2

In one of the most cynical abuses of government power
in memory, the Carter Administration last week trumpeted
the news that the Producer Price Index had fallen by two-
tenths of a percent in September.

But it didn't really happen.

To make it appear that things are getting better, the
Administration actually changed the rules which have been
used for years by both Democratic and Republican Administra-
tions to determine how the Index is calculated.

The Carter Administration is "Jimmying" the figures one
month before the election, in a desperate attempt to win
votes.

This exercise in creative bookkeeping borders on out-
right fraud.

Before this Administration, it was the belief of both
major parties that economic statistics like the Producer
Price Index must not be manipulated in the interest of parti-
san politics. But in yet another desperation move, even
these statistics are being dragooned into service in an
attempt to disguise the continuing crisis.

Had the Administration used the same formula which has
been used for years to calculate the monthly Producer Price
Index, the September figures would have shown the economy to

be worsening.

-more-



Camden, page 3

In fact, economist Michael Evans estimates that if the
Administation had calculated the producer price index cor-
rectly, inflation would have jumped at a double-digit annu-
alized rate for the fourth month in a row and would have
followed on the heels of two stright months of 20% producer
price inflation.

To put the Administration's manipulation of figures in
the perspective it deserves, consider the fact that the
formula was changed for just one month, September, because
those figures are announced in early October -- a month
before the election. They'll go back to the old formula
next month.

Social Security beneficiaries and federal employees
receive cost of living increases based on the Consumer Price
Index. Union members frequently decide their contract
demands based on adjustments to this index. If the
Administration is willing to tamper with the Producer Price
Index for political purposes, will we ever again be able to
trust the Consumer Price Index under Mr. Carter?

If business executives resorted to this kind of jug-
gling of figures to perpetuate themselves in their jobs at
the expense of their shareholders, they would quickly be
brought before the bar of justice. |

The Carter Administration should now be brought before
the bar of public opinion. Let the people judge if they

want to give four more years to this kind of shabby politics.

#EEHE
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T0: Mike Deaver / Lyn Wofziger/ilartin Anderson/Jim Bra &y

TROM: Pobert M. Gorrick / Lirector Tolicy & Development & Resesrch

We wre planning to use this baslc thrust for the coming week,

1 behind the 8 ba 11 as we owe you 3 aspeeches for Monday tomorrow.

FIVE MISSING ISSUES ' % ‘

7
This week, I want to talk about five issues Mr. Carter has utterly /4?
refused to talk about in the campaign. I call them the Five Missing ‘/

s A

Issues, because they are the problems most concerning the voters,
and they need to be discussed. Yet this administration has adopted /é?.
a new form of campaigning -- Stealth campaigning -- in which it
makes the most important issues invisible to the voters, to hide
its record, and to sneak through to another term.

We aren't going to let Mr. Carter and his crew get away with this,
because the American people deserve better. I intend to expose these

five missing issues these week, beginning with probably the most

important -- inflation.
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Camden, page 2

In one of the most cynical abuses of government power
in memory, the Carter Administration last week trumpeted
the news that the Producer Price Index had fallen by two-
tenths of a percent in September.

But it didn't really happen.

To make it appear that things are getting better, the
Administration actually changed the rules which have been
used for years by both Democratic and Republican Administra-
tions to determine how the Index is calculated.

The Carter Administration is "Jimmying" the figures one
month before the election, in a desperate attempt to win
votes.

This exercise in creative bookkeeping borders on out-
right fraud.

Before this Administration, it was the belief of both
major parties that economic statistics like the Producer
Price Index must not be manipulated in the interest of parti-
san politics. But in yet another desperation move, even
these statistics are being dragooned into service in an
attempt to disguise the continuing crisis.

Had the Administration used the same formula which has
been used for years to calculate the monthly Producer Price
Index, the September figures would have shown the economy to

be worsening.

-more-—



Camden, page 3

In fact, economist Michael Evans estimates that if the
Administation had calculated the producer price index cor-
rectly, inflation would have jumped at a double-digit annu-
alized rate for the fourth month in a row and would have
followed on the heels of two stright months of 20% producer
price inflation.

To put the Administration's manipulation of figures in
the perspective it deserves, consider the fact that the
formula was changed for just one month, September, because
those figures are announced in early October -- a month
before the election. They'll go back to the o0ld formula
next month.

Social Security beneficiaries and federal employees
receive cost of living increases based on the Consumer Price
Index. Union members frequently decide their contract
demands based on adjustments to this index. If the
Administration is willing to tamper with the Producer Price
Index for political purposes, will we ever again be able to
trust the Consumer Price Index under Mr. Carter?

If business executives resorted to this kind of jug-
gling of figures to perpetuate themselves in their jobs at
the expense of their shareholders, they would quickly‘be
brought before the bar of justice.

The Carter Administration should now be brought before
the bar of public opinion. Let the people judge if they

want to give four more yvears to this kind of shabby politics.
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